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POL IN
ARMORY
SCANDAL
Allege Cabrera kickback scheme

BY DAVID CRUZ
Ankle deep in controversy 

over an alleged shakedown of 
the Kingsbridge Armory de-
veloper, City Councilman Fer-
nando Cabrera fi nally took a 
stand, voting in favor of turn-
ing the armory into an ice rink 
sports center.

Cabrera, considered the 
Council’s swing vote in the 
plan, “voted in the affi rma-
tive” at a Nov. 21 Bronx Bor-
ough Board meeting -- an ad-

visory panel made up of Bronx 
City Council delegation and 
Community Board Chairs.

Members unanimously 
voted in favor of greenlighting 
the Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center, said to be the world’s 
largest ice center. 

Cabrera’s quickly ducked 
reporters after the vote.  

Cabrera’s staff has said 
they are simply in talks with 
the developer over traffi c is-

Continued on Page 4

Santa Visits Kingsbridge
Santa Claus made an early trip to the Bronx, posing with twins Joselyn 
and Juliana Rosario at the Kingsbridge Road Merchants Association’s  fi rst 
annual Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony on Saturday, November 23rd.  

Photo by Edw
in Soto

Support
for veteran

housing
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

After some initial controversy, 
support appears to be growing for 
housing veterans in a vacant Pel-
ham Bay building.

Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto, chairman of the Assembly 
Veterans Affairs committee, is 
talking with veterans housing 
service providers and seeing what 
could work at the Pelham Grand, 
a former hospital at 1870 Pelham 
Parkway South.

 The Veterans Administration 
in the Bronx is getting ready to do 
a “walk through” of the building, 
said local veterans advocate Pat 
Devine. 

It was recently used for nine 
months as a temporary support-
ive housing facility for mentally ill 
individuals displaced from their 
Rockaway building by Hurricane 
Sandy.

“Our number one priority is to 
ensure that there is a good facility 
that is acceptable to our local com-
munity,” said Benedetto. “To that 
end we are trying to come up with 
possible uses for it, and I thought 
we could do something with vet-
erans housing there. There are a 
number of groups out there that 
deal with veterans housing, and 
we are exploring those options.” 

Looking for provider
Among the organizations he is 

looking at are social-service pro-
vider Services for the Undeserved, 
which operated the fi rst support-
ive housing facility at the location 
and also works with vets, and with 
Soldier On, which already operates 
facilities elsewhere in the country 
and could also do so in the Bronx, 
he said.

The concept is tentative at this 
point, but whatever would be of-
fered to veterans should include 
a comprehensive (holistic) ap-

Continued on Page 4

Infamita! City paves over Little Italy fl ag

Borough President Diaz and Belmont 
locals are divided over the fate of 
paved over street fl ag.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The borough president is see-

ing red over a missing white, 
green and red Italian fl ag. 

But folks in the borough’s Lit-
tle Italy are happy to see this par-
ticular fl ag gone.

BP Ruben Diaz Jr has 
slammed the Department of 
Transportation for paving over 
an Italian fl ag painted into oval 
in the heart of the borough’s 
famed neighborhood on Arthur 
Avenue and 187th St.

But local business owners 
say they are relieved to see the 
landmark,  which had become 

cracked and worn down over the 
years, put to rest.

The concrete oval emblem 
fi lled with the traditional green, 
white and red national colors 
disappeared overnight on Mon-
day Nov. 18 and Nov. 19 when a 
DOT work crew covered it with 
asphalt as part of an ongoing ef-
fort to improve the street.

‘Welcome mat’ gone
Hearing the news, Diaz sent 

an angry letter to DOT Commis-
sioner Janette Sadik-Kahn, rip-
ping the city agency for “thought-
lessly” tearing out the nabe’s 

“welcome mat.”
The BP demanded DOT rein-

stall the concrete oval to its full 
Italian glory and cover the cost 
of its replacement.

“The Arthur Avenue section 
of the Bronx is one of the most fa-
mous tourist attractions our city 
has to offer,” he wrote, “and it 
needs to be made whole again.”

But local business owners say 
the landmark has not been even 
close to “whole” for years.

The fl ag painting was so worn 
down that it was unrecognizable, 
said Frank Franz, executive di-

Continued on Page 15
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Boy, was it cold this Thanksgiving week!  Bronxites heeded the wintry weather, bundling up in their thickest cold weather duds to fi ght 
the freeze.  Temps plunged as low as the mid-20s in most parts of the borough the week of November 25, with the cold blast amped up by 
Tropical Storm Boreas.  But days before the storm, many Bronxites went about their daily routines, making some last-minute Thanksgiv-
ing plans, taking walks or grabbing some fresh air on one of the coldest weeks of the season.                       Photos by Walter Pofeldt

Christian Tavarez Romero, 4, cozies up in his wintry wardrobe dur-
ing the cold blast, strolling about LaSalle Avenue.  

Baby, it’s cold outside
(Below left) Luz Mero keeps warm with this heavy-duty jacket and some Dunkin’ Donuts brew. 

(Below right) Anija Santiago looks to work up a sweat on a cold day, stretching at the Pelham Bay track and fi eld. 

BY DAVID CRUZ
‘Tis the season of profi t 

for neighborhood business 
strips.  

From Fordham to 
Throggs Neck, commercial 
corridors are gearing up for 
the offi cial start of the holi-
day shopping season, Black 
Friday, hoping consum-
ers stock up on hot-ticket 
items.  

And the name of the 
game is luring folks into the 
borough’s nine business im-
provement districts, home 
to clusters of small busi-
nesses and big chains. 

Daniel Bernstein, dep-
uty director of the Fordham 
Road Business Improve-
ment District, pegs the holi-
days as “the busiest time for 
us.”  

The borough’s biggest 
BID is set to roll out the an-
nual Sparkling the Heart 
of Fordham Holiday Event 

on Friday Dec. 6, kicking 
off a 10% discount program 
for 68 of the BID’s 300 or 
more businesses, running 
through December 22.    

White Plains and 
Throggs Neck 

A mile and a half east of 
Fordham, the profi t margin 
for the White Plains Road 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict looks a lot brighter 
these days thanks to the 
yearly Christmas lights 
that attracts consumers, 
said executive director Joe 
Thompson.     

He’s also convinced 
Santa Claus to swing into 
town early to “take pictures 
with the kids and give out 
candy.”

A Menorah and Christ-
mas tree lighting was held 
Nov. 27 at Pelham Parkway 
and White Plains Road, 
hoping to draw more folks 

to the BID’s 88 stores, such 
as BX Sports, Good & Natu-
ral and Verizon.

With lights, discounts 
and other holiday events 
serving as a magnet for 
potential business, Steve 
Kaufman, president of the 
Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association, sees the 
greater good behind neigh-
bors shopping locally.  

“By invigorating our 
stores, they invigorate 
the neighborhood,” said 
Kaufman, who frequents 
Throggs Neck’s mom and 
pop shops.  “If they abandon 
them and go outside they’ll 
see shutters.”  

Crime’s Not Taking 
A Holiday

But with the holidays 
approaching, hordes of 
pickpockets and other 
thieves are hitting the 
area, with the 52nd and 

49th Precincts cover-
ing Fordham and White 
Plains Road respectively 
are mobilizing troops to 
the bustling shopping 
strips that fall within 
their borders. 

“Offi cers on Fordham 
Road, offi cers on Jerome 
Avenue,” said newly-ap-
pointed Five-Two Inspec-
tor Nilda Hofmann at a re-
cent Community Board 7 
meeting.  “You’ll see extra 
cops there.”

Along with the Five-
Two, extra troops from the 
46th and 48th Precincts 
will begin canvassing the 
Fordham BID area, along 
with a uniformed private 
security team hired by 
the BID to serve as an ex-
tra set of eyes and ears.  

“They just observe and 
report,” said Bernstein, 
adding the patrols began 
on Black Friday.   

“This gives everyone 
a better feeling, they’re 
secure and safe,” said 
Thompson of the Four-
Nine patrols.  

Statistically, rober-
ries, grand larcernies and 
deception scams tick up 
with thieves especially 

“Apple-pickin,” grabbing 
smartphones such as the 
Apple iPhone.  

State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman has 
urged smartphone car-
riers to download phone 
tracking apps for cops to 
nail any thieves.     

Bronx BID’s gearing up for holiday shoppers

Shop ‘til you drop season here

Shoppers cruise up and down Fordham Road, on the eve of the 
busy holiday shopping season. Photo by Alex Belisle 
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Belmont Business Improvement District 

Come celebrate the holidays with
your friends in the Real Little Italy

Saturday,
December 7th
Ciccarone Park

(East 188th St. and Arthur Avenue)

2:00 – 6:00pm

TREE LIGHTING
CEREMONY

Belmont Little Italy

D’Bari Funeral Home
and

Lucia Brothers Funeral Home

D’Bari Funeral Home
and

Lucia Brothers Funeral Home
Honoring the memory of our 

loved ones from our neighborhood.
The New York City Department of
Sanitation Columbia Association

SPONSORED BY: 

Remember to bring a memorial 
card so that we can place it 
in the Tree in memory of your 
loved ones.

Meet Santa and his elves, listen
to carolers, dance to holiday
music, enjoy cookies and hot

chocolate, and of course 
light the Christmas Tree!

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A horse-drawn sleigh 

will once again usher in 
the holiday season in Wa-
terbury-LaSalle this year 
on Sunday, December 8. 

The Waterbury-LaSalle 
Community Association’s 
Christmas Tree light-
ing and visit from Santa 
Claus will take place start-
ing at 4:45 p.m., across the 
street from P.S. 14 and the 
First Lutheran Church 
of Throggs Neck in Sch-
neider-Sampson Park. 

The event has become 
something of an annual 
tradition for close to 20 
years, said WLCA board 
member Andrew Chirico, 
who volunteers his time 
each year to support the 
program. There should be 
music, gifts, and perhaps 
hot chocolate, in addition 
to the tree lighting and 
visit from St. Nick. 

“We have been having 

this event for about 18 or 
19 years,” he said. “It is a 
nice thing for the children 
to have a neighborhood 
tree and a Santa Claus 
visit them in the neighbor-
hood.” 

The WLCA partners 
with local east Bronx busi-
nesses and organizations 
that make donations to 
the annual event, and the 
community association 
handles it every year with-
out help from anyone but 
a handful of a few private 
donors. 

“We struggle to get a 
few donations we do have 
to hold our celebration; no 
one big supports us,” he 
said. “We try to do the en-
tire production ourselves. 
Everybody is a volunteer.” 

The day would not 
be possible if it were not 
from donations from com-
panies like Chateau Sta-
bles, which has donated 

the horse drawn carriage 
that Santa Claus rides in 
every year since the fi rst 
year. Local resident Gloria 
McGill and her daughter 
Anita run the company. 

She makes the dona-
tion every holiday season 
to spread Christmas cheer 
around the east Bronx 
nabe, she said.  

“It is always nice it 
bring smiles to the faces 
of people who may have 
had a diffi cult year,” said 
McGill. 

The Christmas tree 
that will be decorated and 
lit by the WLCA is donated 
by Joseph Torrioni of Colo-
nial Home Improvements, 
a contractor at 3255 Laco-
nia Avenue. 

Also making this year 
special will be perfor-
mances by the P.S. 14 choir 
and the Primavera Italian 
Language Program, said 
Chirico. 

Celebration set for Dec. 8

Santa arrives at annual Waterbury-LaSalle Christmas Tree lighting ceremony. courtesy of WLCA 

WLCA gears up for Xmas
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sues that have blossomed 
since Community Board 
7 voted in favor of the 
project in September. 

The talks come after 
a damaging published 
report by Kate Pastor in 
the Norwood News alleg-
ing through unnamed 
sources that Cabrera 
attempted to squeeze 
$100,000 a year for 99 
years from developers 
to fund a religious non-
profi t that’s virtually 
defunct.  Cabrera even-
tually dropped his de-
mand.  

“It’s just not true,” 
Greg Faulkner, Cabrera’s 
chief-of-staff, said of the 
published report. He did 
not elaborate further.  

But the lead attorney 
for KNIC Partners con-
fi rmed Cabrera’s solicita-
tion.  

“A request from Coun-
cilman Cabrera, coming 
as it did from a sitting 
City Council member who 

would ultimately vote on 
this project, was inappro-
priate in our view,” said 
William Brewer III. “[T]
he request was rejected 
out of hand.”  

The city’s Confl icts of 
Interest Board does have 
a statute in the City Char-
ter that reads “no public 
servant shall, directly or 
indirectly...compel, in-
duce or request any per-
son to pay any political 
assessment, subscription 
or contribution, under 
threat of prejudice to or 
promise of or to secure 
advantage in rank, com-
pensation or other job-re-
lated status or function.”  

At the Borough Board 
meeting, Cabrera’s City 
Council colleagues Andy 
King and Oliver Koppell 
declined to pass judge-
ment on Cabrera’s al-
leged actions.

“Everyone has the in-
tention to try and help 
their district and their 
community...,” said King, 

who said his fi nal council 
vote on the project would 
defer to Cabrera’s, since 
council courtesy gener-
ally dictates members go 
along with the member 
who district has a proj-
ect.   

Term-limited Koppell 
said he plans to vote for 
the project even if Ca-
brera does not.  

“I believe that Coun-
cilman Cabrera’s sup-
port is important, but 
it’s not in my view deter-
minative,” said Koppell, 
who saw the council vote 
for the Croton Water Fil-
tration Plant despite his 
opposition to it.

 In every case, a proj-
ect needs 26 council 
votes to pass or 34 votes 
to override any mayoral 
veto.  

KNIC developers, 
Cabrera and Faulkner 
are now in down-to-the-
wire fi nal talks focus-
ing mostly on concerns 
over traffi c congestion, 

although gentrifi cation 
issues have arisen, with 
small merchants already 
seeing signs of rising 
rents and shorter leases.

With 7,000 guests per 
day projected at the cen-
ter, Faulkner said he 
believes traffi c could 
be snarled with even 
a thousand guests per 
day.  “That’s still a heavy 
amount of traffi c,” he 
said. 

The traffi c gripes were 
enough for local Commu-
nity Board 7’s economic 
development committee 
to vote against the proj-
ect, but the full board 
ultimately voted in favor 
of it in September under 
the city’s Uniform Land 
Use Review Procedure.

Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., the City 
Planning Commission 
and the city Landmarks 
Commission soon ap-
proved plans for the ice 
palace, slated to be built 
by 2018 if approved.   

Cabrera in Armory development scandal

Councilman Fernando Cabrera fi nds himself enmeshed in a scandal 
over development of the Kingsbridge Armory  File Photo 

From Page 1

proach, he said. 
“I would want this to be 

a project not only supplying 
housing for our veterans,” 
he added, “but also offer a 
full range of services for 
them on-site.”  

Veterans have signifi -
cant problems that are ac-
knowledged by most people, 
he said. These include deal-
ing with stress disorders, 
mental health issues, home-
lessness, joblessness, edu-
cational issues, retraining 
and adapting skills learned 
in the service for civilian 
employment, he said.  

“If we could have coun-
selors and professionals who 
are adept at dealing with 
these issues, that would be 

just great,” he said. 

Stresses of combat
Despite these concerns, 

Pelham Bay Taxpayers 
treasurer Joe Oddo, who 
has meet with Benedetto 
and SUS on possible plans, 
said that both the commu-
nity and the society have 
to deal with returning vet-
erans, some of whom may 
have issues resulting from 
the stresses of combat. 

“It is not an issue of what 
the community needs, it is 
an issue of what the society 
needs,” he said. “You have 
hundreds of thousands of 
veterans being released into 
all communities, and they 
are coming with issues.

“It may not be all of 

them and it may not even 
be the majority, but there 
are many people with is-
sues. They are going to be 
here whether they are in 
a building, a project, or 
on the street. If there is 
going to be housing, there 
has got to be support.” 

The operator must 
have a strong-track re-
cord in providing social 
services and housing to 
veterans, and need to be 
an established group, not 
a start-up, said Oddo. 

He pointed out that 
the SUS’s temporary pro-
gram at the site worked 
well because the on-site 
support staff quickly 
dealt with any issues that 
arose.

VA involvement
Devine said that the VA 

would have to be deeply in-
volved in any facility through 
its Veterans Affairs Support-
ive Housing program, also 
known as HUD VASH, which 

funds housing and services 
for vets through the VA and 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

Devine added that pre-
liminaries arrangements 
are being made for a VA 

“walk through” at the Pel-
ham Bay facility, and that 
he believes the VA has the 
credibility and resources 
to make the project some-
thing the community can 
accept. 

Support for veteran housing

This building at 1870 Pelham Parkway South in Pelham Bay is being talked about as a possible site for 
veterans housing.                                            File photo 

From Page 1
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HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BY DAVID CRUZ
In the season of giv-

ing, the haves ensured the 
have-nots they were not 
forgotten for Thanksgiv-
ing.  

In all corners of the 
borough, where the home-
less and jobless rates are 
the highest in the city, 
nonprofi ts geared up to 
feed those who often fi nd it 
tough putting food on their 
table.  

Some charitable groups 
prepared Thanksgiving 
feasts while others handed 
out free Thanksgiving in-
gredients to the impover-
ished.  

One of the busiest 
Thanksgiving venues was 
at the soup kitchen run by 
Part of the Solution (POTS) 
in Fordham, where volun-
teers served a hot Thanks-
giving meal to nearly 800 
people, more than double 
their regular daily intake.  

Folks broke bread at 

Our Lady of Refuge just 
around the corner from 
the Webster Avenue pan-
try that’s operated there 
for the past 31 years.  

A report issued last 
year by the New York City 
Coalition Against Hunger 
found just over half a mil-
lion Bronxites can’t fi nd a 
consistent, daily meal.  

In the east Bronx, fi fty 
families living in Throggs 
Neck Houses received a 
fresh Shady Brook Farms 
turkey courtesy of Sen. 
Jeff Klein and his staff, 
who paid a visit to the af-
fordable housing complex 
on Friday, Nov. 22, with a 
truck full of turkeys.  

“At this time of year, 
I think it’s important to 
not just give thanks,” said 
Klein, “but also to give 
back to the community.” 

The day before, the af-
fordable housing devel-
oper known as OMNI New 
York handed 385 turkeys 

to needy Hunts Point fami-
lies.  It was part of the or-
ganization’s 7th annual 
turkey giveaway at 737 
Southern Blvd.  

For some of the tradi-
tional Thanksgiving fi x-
ings, City Harvest doled 
out nearly 20,000 pounds of 
free produce ranging from 
sweet potatoes to eggplant.  
Some 500 family men and 
women took the No. 2 or 5 
subway train, stopping by 
the group’s Mobile Mar-
ket parked at the Melrose 
Community Center.   

The online grocer 
known as FreshDirect was 
also in the giving mood, 
staging a four-day turkey 
giveaway event at various 
neighborhood locations 
including P.S. 209 in Ford-
ham Heights, where par-
ents picked up a donated 
turkey, which principal 
Anne Keegan said “will go 
a long way.”  In all, about 
800 turkeys were donated.  

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. took also no-
tice of FreshDirect’s of-
fering, calling it an “act of 
kindness.”   

Of course, Thanksgiv-
ing came early for some, 

including seniors at Find-
lay House, the living facil-
ity in Claremont.  On Nov. 
22, residents and there 
families were treated to a 
turkey meal following an 
opening prayer.   

The dinner served as a 
Thanksgiving substitute 
for senior residents unable 
to see their families or 
those who “don’t have any-
where to go,” as spokes-
woman Olivia Gatti put it. 

Holiday spirit of giving reigns throughout the Bronx

Helping hand on Thanksgiving 

A truckload of free turkeys is dispatched to folks at Throggs Neck Houses thanks to Sen. Jeff Klein
 Photo courtesy of Sen. Jeff Klein’s Offi ce
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www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.
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NYParenting Media/CNG
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The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
Locals are fuming over 

alleged overcharging and 
illegal towing out of a 
crowded Eastchester Road 
parking lot.

But the property owner 
and superintendent say 
that while the quick hook is 
harsh, there’s nothing law 
breaking about it.

Motorists at the busy lot 
at 2426 Eastchester Road, 
home to a Rite Aid, laun-
dromat and law offi ce, have 
been towed so often that the 
Rite Aid has hung a sign up 
on its door disowning blame 
for the hook jobs.

The lot owner hired a 
private tow company at 
least four years ago to en-
sure that only patrons of 
the businesses there parked 
in the lot, said the site’s su-
perintendent, Horacio Tor-
res.

Property owner Frank 
Gabrielli, reached by phone 
at his home in Long Island, 

said that the enforcement 
was necessary to keep spots 
in the lot open for his cus-
tomers. 

“If you park in my lot, 
and go across the street to 
Dunkin Donuts or to get a 
haircut, you’ll come back 
in 10 minutes and your car 
will be gone!” Gabrielli 
threatened.

To that end, a gray or 
white tow truck hovers 
around the lot a couple of 
hours a day, waiting for un-
suspecting parkers to drop 
their car and then wander 
to another business down 
the street, said a manager at 
the Rite Aid, who declined 
to give her name.

Some customers who are 
only gone for a minute or 
two return to see their vehi-
cles either towed or hung up 
on the tow truck’s hooks.

None of that is illegal, 
according to city law, as 
long as the tow companies 
charge the proper fee and 

provide receipts.
 Tow trucks are allowed 

to charge no more than 
$62.50 if the car owner re-
turns in time to catch the 
truck before it leaves.  The 
companies can charge no 
more than $125 to pick up 
a car within the fi rst three 
days of its towing. 

But locals allege that the 
All Star Towing Company 
has been charging over the 
proper amount by holding 
the cars on the hooks un-
til they receive the amount 
they want.

A manager at the lot’s 
Laundromat, Go Laundry, 
said that he had witnessed 
customers pay over $140 and 
up to $200 to get their cars 
back, which, if true, would 
violate the city’s bylaws.

He said he had never 
heard of anyone receiving 
a receipt from the All Star 
Towing Company, which 
has been licensed since 2012 
by the city Department of 

Consumer Affairs.
All Star has received 

two complaints from the 
DCA this year for not allow-
ing motorists to pay with 
credit cards, but remains a 
licensed and legal company.

The company did not re-
spond to repeated inquiries 
for comment.

Torres, the superinten-
dent, said that he has not 
heard any allegations of 
overcharging, though he 
said sometimes the tow 
trucks do mistake a laun-
dromat user crossing the 
street for coffee at Dunkin 
Donuts as an illegal parker.

He urged all of the lot’s 
customers to carry receipts 
to prove that were using the 
lot legally in case of a tow-
ing incident.

If a customer believes 
they have been overcharged, 
forced to pay in cash or not 
given a receipt, they can fi le 
a complaint online at nyc.
gov/consumers, or call 311.

Alleged towing scam on Eastchester Road

Parkers, beware: the Eastchester Plaza is patrolled by tow trucks 
daily. 

By hook or by crook?
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HARVEST DAY AT P.S. 55
Students at P.S 55 hunkered down for a healthy meal October 26 at Harvest Day. The students picked 
and prepared veggies they planted in May, before the project’s corporate partner, Healthfi rst’s Lisa 
Suriano, led them through a cooking demonstration. Suriano taught the students, who ranged from 
kindergarteners to fi fth graders, to the prepare her healthy ‘sofrito’ recipe.

Aisha Kebbeh and Denila Richardson prepare 
vegetables that they grew and harvested in the 
schools garden. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Laura Vialva from Healthfi rst explains the impor-
tance of vegetables as part of a healthy diet.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

TNMA PRESENT CHECKS FROM SOFTBALL GAME
Throggs Neck’s shopowners are giving back.The Throggs Neck Merchants Association presented the 
checks from money raised at its Charity Softball game at an event on October 30. The money raised 
went to Preston High School and Jacobi Hospital. The charitable folks showed off those checks for the 
cameras. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

THE GREEK
AMERICAN

INSTITUTE FALL
FESTIVAL

It was a feta fete at the Greek American 
Institute’s annual Fall Festival on Nov. 2 
and Nov.3. Kids lined up for face painting, 
a bouncy castle, clowns, vendors and, of 
course, arts and crafts. 

The GAI cheerleading team showed up in 
style at the Fall festival. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Is that Francesca Buczkowski, or a creature of the sea? The eight-year-old gets decked out at the 
event. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

THE DIGNITY OF FAMILY LIFE AWARD DINNER
Abbott House, a New York-
based nonprofi t serving chil-
dren, families, and the devel-
opmentally disabled, held its 
Dignity of Family Life Award 
Dinner at Marina del Rey on 
Thursday, Oct. 24. The event in 
Throggs Neck was also the or-
ganization’s 50th Anniversary 
Gala. With over 300 attendees, 
it raised about $162,000.  

Enjoying the festivities are (l-r) 
Gregory Mooney, chairman of 
the board of directors of Ab-
bott House; Al Roker, television 
weatherman; Meredith Vieira, 
television journalist; and James 
Kaufman, president & CEO of 
Abbott House.
 Photo courtesy of Abbott House 

(Top) Receiving Friends of Ab-
bott House Award honorees 
were (l-r) Diane Wade, David 
Wade, Dr. Robert Rawdin, Jody 
Rawdin, Barbara Kammerer, 
and Susan Corcoran.
 Photo courtesy of Abbott House 
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BX CHAMBER SENDS SUPPLIES TO D.R.

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce, Ray Negron of the New York Yankees, and The Cesar Presbott 
Foundation formally sent off two ambulances fi lled with medical supplies to the Dominican Republic 
recently. The donation of humanitarian aid took place at Yankee Stadium on Tuesday, Oct. 22. The 
supplies will be used to reach residents who have been unable to receive the medical attention they 
need. 

 BP PRESENTS MARATHON BIB TO RUNNER

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. presented Bronx resident Rachel Charlop-Powers with her running 
bib for the ING New York City Marathon. Charlop-Powers represented The Bronx in the Foot Locker 
Five Borough Challenge, where one runner from each of New York’s fi ve boroughs competed in the 
unique ‘race within the race’ at the ING New York City Marathon that took place on Sunday, November 
3.  Charlop-Powers fi nishedwith a time of 4:16:5.  Courtesy of NY Road Runners

GRAND OPENING OF “GOT HAIR?” 
A new laser-hair removal ser-
vice and medical spa called Got 
Hair? opened in Throggs Neck 
at 3611A E. Tremont Avenue on 
Saturday, Nov. 2. The owners of 
the new business are Sharon 
Camilleri, and Dr. Albert Grazi-
osa, whose practice has been 
located there for years. Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj offi ciated 
at the ribbon cutting.   

(Above) At the ribbon cutting 
were Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association president Steve 
Kaufman, Graziosa, Camilleri, 
Gjonaj, and past TNMA presi-
dent John Cerini.
 Photo by Edwin Soto 

The owners share a moment inside of Got Hair? at the Grand Open-
ing. Photo by Edwin Soto
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TROTTROT

Bronxites put their legs to work at the 18th annual Turkey Trot in Orchard Beach on 
Saturday, November 23.  On a frigid morning along the sandy line, residents shot down 
the boardwalk promenade in a race to see who would be the fi rst to complete the 
course.  The event was organized by the Throggs Neck Benevolent Association, which 
paid tribute to Geraldine Crowley-Crorkin, a cancer victim.  Monies will go to supple-
ment health costs to needy families with medical illnesses.    
(1) Neighbors stayed warm by sprinting down Orchard Beach’s 
boardwalk.   Photo by Patricio Robayo 

(2) Runners bite Billy Rueger’s dust as the young racer is fi rst to 
cross the fi nish line.
(3) Locals talk turkey at the registration table, picking up their 
B-tags while praying they’ll be the fi rst to cross the fi nish line.

(4) Matthew O’Brien, president of the TNBA and the Trot’s lead 
organizer, guides runners to the yearly race.

(5) On your mark, get set, go!  Kids shoot down the Orchard Beach 
boardwalk at the Turkey Trot. 

1

2 3 4

5
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A City Island fi re-

fi ghter who made the ulti-
mate sacrifi ce years after 
9/11 was remembered re-
cently with a plaque on the 
wall of fi rehouse where he 
served. 

FDNY Lieutenant Mark 
McKay made the ultimate 
sacrifi ce in service of his 
city and his community.

 Now, after his passing 
in April 2012 after a three-
year battle with a rare 
form of cancer he devel-
oped from working on the 
“pile” in the weeks after 
September 11, 2001, fi re-
fi ghers remembered him 
with a plaque in Ladder 45 
in Washington Heights. 

His wife Belinda and 
his two children Melissa, 
18, and Mark, 15, as well 
as his parents, Harry and 
Dolores McKay of Coun-
try Club, took part in the 
dedication ceremony. 

The plaque was just 
one of many kindnesses 

extended to his family 
throughout the years of 
his battle with a rare form 
of cancer - Ewing’s Sar-
coma - and the aftermath 
of his passing, his mother 
said. 

“The Fire Department 
stays very close to their 
own,” she said, adding 
that the family appreci-
ates not just the plaque, 
but other kindness his 
fellow fi refi ghters offered 
to his family. 

It even included mak-
ing repairs on a home he 
had recently purchased 
on City Island and had 
begun renovating, as 
well as an endless stream 
of visitors to his bedside 
during a long illness at 
Montefi ore Children’s 
Hospital and Calvary Hos-
pital, she said. He was be-
ing treated at a children’s 
hospital because Ewing’s 
Sarcoma primarily af-
fects children. 

“They were there ev-
ery day to bring us com-
fort,” she said. 

During the course of 
a 21-year career, McKay 
worked at fi rehouses 
around the city includ-
ing Engine 38, Truck 51, 

Truck 27, Rescue 4, and 
fi nally Ladder 45 for the 
fi nal fi ve years of his ca-
reer. 

His “brothers” at the 
fi rehouse remembered 
him as a man who lead 
the people under his 
charge by example, who 
had a boisterous person-
ality, and loved to fi sh, 
they said. 

“He brought experi-
ence, passion for fi refi ght-

ing, and ‘never say die’ 
type of attitude at a fi re,” 
said fellow fi refi ghter 
John Hipsman. “He was 
just very aggressive and 
always looking out for his 
men and his company”.

Hipsman remembered 
McKay as a very effective 
leader for the fi refi ght-
ers who would work with 
him and under his com-
mand. 

“He lead by example...

he had confi dence, and 
as an offi cer you had to 
follow him,” he said. “He 
kept you out of harms 
way.” 

Fellow fi refi ghter and 
friend Bill Kirk was a 
fi shing buddy.

“He was a bit boister-
ous, and very engaging,” 
said Kirk. “He had a good 
attitude and was always 
trying to do the right 
thing.” 

9/11 fi rst responder remembered 

Lieutenant Mark McKay  
 Photo courtesy of McKay family 

City Island fi refi ghter honored 

McKay’s family and dignitaries attended the plaque dedication ceremony at the fi rehouse on Wednes-
day, Nov. 20. Photo courtesy of FDNY

BY DAVID CRUZ
Beware of the crank call 

that can rob you blind.
“The victim never sees 

the perpetrator.  It’s all done 
on the phone,” said 49th 
Deputy Inspector Lorenzo 
Johnson, spreading word of 
a deception scam conning 
immigrants out of their 
money.

The untraceable calls 
come from a person pretend-
ing to be from the IRS and 
explaining to the victim that 
they have unsettled debts, 
said Johnson. 

“They tell the person 
he’s been underpaying his 
taxes,” said Johnson.  “They 
then make them take out a 
large amount of money.”  

Threats of deportation 
and arrest compel victims 
to comply with the callers 
demands.  

But tracking the subject 
can be a diffi cult task since 
those victimized never meet 
the crook.  

Money is simply ex-
changed electronically, with 
the scammer forcing scared 
callers to deposit withdrawn 
funds to a Green Dot pre-

paid debit card.  
“They make them put 

$500 on the card and make 
them read the serial num-
bers,” said Johnson. 

The serial numbers allow 
anyone to wire funds from 
that account to the thief’s, 
said Johnson.  

The 49th fi rst heard of 
the scam this week, with the 
victim, a local storeowner, 
kept on the phone upwards 
of two hours as the thief 
bilked him out of $3500 in 
funds.   

The scheme has also been 
reported within the 52nd 
Precinct covering a portion 
of the northwest Bronx.  

It’s also been picked up by 
the state, with Gov. Cuomo 
calling the scam “dishon-
est” while urging everyone 
to “be mindful of these scam 
artists and encourage any-
one who thinks they may 
have been targeted to imme-
diately contact the proper 
authorities.”

Though it’s unconfi rmed 
in the Bronx, authorities re-
port scam calls are originat-
ing from a 530 area code tied 
to California. 

In some cases, scammers 
“spoof” a call – a technique 
that allows a their phone 
number to appear as a le-
gitimate government phone 
number on the victim’s ID 
screen.  

Local police are now 
asking locals to be aware of 
who is calling, particularly 
someone pretending to be 
Uncle Sam.  

Johnson stopped by the 
local Community Board 
11 meeting to offer simple 
advice  – “No government 
agency will ever threaten 
you with arrest over the 
phone.”  

This is the second type of 
deception crime happening 
in recent weeks within the 
Four-Nine’s borders.  The 
fi rst one happened early this 
month after a pair of thieves 
posing as city Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion inspectors entered an 
elderly woman’s house and 
stole valuables. No one has 
been arrested.  

Anyone suspecting fraud 
can report the matter to the 
Four-Nine’s Crime Preven-
tion Unit at 718-918-2026.  

Phone scam targets immigrants OPERATION: CHRISTMAS CHILD

Stephanie McGraths answers the call of duty during Operation: Christmas Child at Villa Maria 
Academy.  Stephanie joined her fellow students at the cafeteria, loading up toys and trinkets for 
needy kids. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
After over eight years 

of negotiating with the 
community, city officials 
and developers are finally 
building a new public hous-
ing complex for Soundview, 
with a park-side view. 

Officials broke ground 
Thursday, Nov. 21 on 
an eight-story 120-unit 
building on Randall Av-
enue south of the existing 
Soundview Houses.

Planned since 2005, the 
$46.9 million Soundview 
Family Housing is the 
first phase of a three-step 
process that will bring 206 
affordable housing units to 
the area.

The city defines “af-
fordable” as a family of 
four earning no more than 
$51,540 a year.

Seeking local input
A slew of city agencies 

and private partners com-
bined to ink the deal. But 
the project was in doubt 
for years as the commu-
nity “ran it through the 
grinder,” said Francisco 
Gonzalez, district manager 
at Community Board 9.

The New York City 
Housing Authority (NY-
CHA) already owned the 
land, but further develop-
ing it turned out to be a 
headache. Plans axed an 
existing barbeque hang-
out and bulldozed a play-
ground used by the NY-
CHA tenants next door. 

That playground has 
since been rebuilt on an-
other patch of land at the 
complex, and the former 
barbeque land had been 
used as a parking lot be-
fore construction began.

City officials also had to 
wait for the City Council to 
rezone the land to allow for 
the eight-story building.

Community Board 9 
and the nearby tenant as-
sociation said they are 
now on board.

“This project will en-
hance and augment the 
neighborhood,” Gonzalez 
said.

The new digs
New tenants will ac-

cess the complex through 
an added extension of La-
combe Avenue on to an 

overgrown stretch of what 
once was Bronx River Av-
enue. From their perch 
in the new apartments, 
tenants will get views of 
Soundview Park and the 
Bronx River.

Public lottery will de-
termine who will get the 
apartments. Current NY-
CHA residents will have 
priority over 25% of the 
space.  After those spots 
are filled, priority goes 
to CB9 residents, then to 
Bronxites borough wide.

Construction should be 
finished by next fall, of-
ficials said. They’re also 
hoping to close deals in 
the next few weeks on the 
other two sections of the 
project. The second phase 
calls for 86 units of 55-and-
older housing, while the 
third includes 16 two-fam-
ily townhouses.

Offi cials show relief
Officials at the ground-

breaking expressed relief 
the project had finally 
kicked off.

“Good things are wait-
ing for, and this project is 
an example of that,” said 
Ruth Anne Visnauskas, 
commissioner of the City 
Department of Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment.

Local Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma and As-
semblyman Marcus Crespo 
were similarly enthused.

“We have been ac-
customed to getting the 
shorter end of the stick.,” 
Crespo said. “But this 
is going to be done the 
way it’s supposed to be 
done.”

Low-income units with a parkside view

Break ground for Soundview Houses

City offi cials had reason to celebrate the start of construction on 
the Soundview House: it took a long time to ink the deal.
 Photo by Ben Kochman

Soundview Family Houses (left) will be used by 120 families. A se-
nior housing complex (right), not yet fi nalized, is set to also be 
installed. Photo courtesy Magnusson Architecture and Planning
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
One of the largest health 

plans in the State now has 
an offi ce in the Bronx.

Fidelis Care, the non-
profi t New York State Cath-
olic Health Plan that serves 
over 910,000 New Yorkers, 
cut the ribbon at its new 
community offi ce at 815 E. 
Tremont Ave. Friday, Nov. 
15.

“We’re excited to fi nally 
have that face-to-face in-
teraction with the com-
munity,” said George Ro-
driguez, the new offi ce’s 
director of marketing.

Loads of Bronxites had 
already been using Fidelis’ 
services, but the healthcare 
giant hope that its physical 
offi ce in a nabe with the 
state’s highest number of 
Medicaid patients will push 
that number even higher.

Fidelis already had of-
fi ces in Brooklyn, Queens 

and Manhattan, but had 
yet to put its roots down in 
the borough.

“It’s about having a 
place for people to come 
in, sit down and have that 
important talk about what 
works for them,” Rodri-
guez said.

Locals are encouraged 
to stop by Fidelis’s offi ce, 
open Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m to 5:30 p.m, 
to learn about their various 
healthcare options - espe-
cially navigating through 
the confusing new federal 
Health Insurance Market-
place. 

Fidelis offers four dif-
ferent Marketplace care de-
signs, each named after a 
metal —platinum, gold, sil-
ver and bronze — and each 
engineered for specifi c in-
come brackets. Rodriguez 
said that many folks might 
be surprised to fi nd out 

what they do qualify for.
“Once you put a price as-

sociated with healthcare, 
people start panicking,” he 
said, “But the people who 
have come in so far are 
fi nding that they can afford 
it. There were some people 
making a few dollars too 
much to qualify, but now we 
have an option for them.”

The facility offers recer-
tifi cation of plans as well as 
services for those who need 
to change their provider.

Its Child Health Plus, 
Family Health Plus and 
Medicaid Managed Care 
plans are state-sponsored 
and cover members for a 
slew of medical needs in-
cluding: regular checkups, 
preventative care, emer-
gency care, eye exams and 
dental work.

Medicare Advantage, 
known sometimes as “Part 
C” coverage, is available 

for qualifying seniors aged 
65 and older. Fidelis also of-
fers Managed Long Term 
Care at Home for those who 
want to avoid a nursing 
home.

The Bronx facility an-

nounced its Tremont pres-
ence in loud fashion on 
Nov. 15, blasting Reggaeton 
from speakers on the side-
walk outside the storefront. 
Balloons hung from the 
ceiling, and the staff stood 

smiling at their desks, 
ready to tackle the commu-
nity’s questions.

 “We’ve always been 
serving these people,” Ro-
driguez said, “but now we 
can do it in person.”

Healthcare plan has ribbon cutting

Fidelis opens Bronx store

Gustavo Alba, Cynthia Rosado, Tanisha John, Quashah Virginie and George Rodriguez welcomed the 
nabe to Fidelis’ new location. Photo by Ben Kochman

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Wounded War-

riors Project has be-
come one of the largest 
national organizations 
helping wounded sol-
diers as they return from 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Now a newly formed 
local organization, 
Hearts of Honor, is also 
seeking to help.

It held a benefit din-
ner-dance for the WWP 
at Marina del Rey in 
Throggs Neck on Thurs-
day, Nov. 21. 

Tashel Speirs, whose 
parents run Pelham Bay 
Home Center in Pelham 
Bay, founded Hearts of 
Honor, being incorpo-
rated as a 501(c)3 non-
profit to hold fundrais-
ers.

The group’s first ef-
fort at a fund-raising 
dinner-dance was mod-
eled on dinner-dances 
held by the Pelham Bay 
Merchants Association, 
she said.   

“When I was younger, 
my parents used to be 

very active in the Pel-
ham Bay Merchants 
Association and my 
mother, Sherry Scan-
lon, was president of 
the association, and ev-
ery year we would have 
a dinner-dance and the 
proceeds would go to the 
area or whatever needed 
to be done for a good 
cause,” she said. “I ran 
this event with the hope 
that I would get people 
from our community to 
chip in and be there for 
one another.” 

Generous support 
in organizing the event 
was provided by Valerie 
Carrington and Dawn 
Negle, said Speirs. 

The Wounded War-
riors Project, whose 
mission is to foster the 
more successful, well-
adjusted generation of 
wounded service mem-
bers in our nation’s his-
tory, was chosen as the 
benefactor because it is 
a reputable organization 
and because of the orga-
nizers fondness for vet-

erans, she said. 
“We chose them be-

cause they help a wide 
variety of veterans,” she 
said. 

Speirs said that she 
has a friend who re-
turned from overseas 
service over ten years 
ago, and wound up find-
ing the event as some-
thing of a second-home-
coming. 

“After he attended 
the event, he said he felt 
truly at home for the 
first time in ten years,” 
she said. 

Purchasing tables for 
the veterans were Tower 
Realty/Hutch Proper-
ties and Angelina’s Ris-
torante in Tuckahoe, 
N.Y. Helping turn out 
veterans for the event 
were Kevin Graham and 
Anthony Abbate. 

The event was a “gala” 
style event, drawing 150 
attendees, she said, add-
ing that Pure Entertain-
ment provided free dee-
jaying. 

While the total tally 

of the proceeds were not 
back as of press time 
from the evening’s Silent 
Auction, when the funds 
are all collected they 

will be immediately sent 
to the Wounded War-
riors Project.

In addition to all of 
the funds raised, Assem-

blyman Michael Bene-
detto and Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj pledged 
$2,000 and $1,000 respec-
tively, she said.

Hearts of Honor raises $ for veterans group

Sergeants Pagan and Abbate of the U.S. Army at the event.  Photo by Alex Belisle 

Local group gala helps Wounded Warriors
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
City offi cials have be-

gun transforming a once-
blighted patch of West 
Tremont land into a low-
income senior housing 
complex.

Construction is under-
way on the West Trem-
ont Senior Residences at 
92 West Tremont Ave. for 
a six-story building that 
will house seniors aged 
55 and over in 60 single 
apartments.

Reviving empty pit

The new home is be-
ing built on land once la-
beled a “Brownfi eld” site 
because of damage done 
to the site’s soil by a dry 
cleaning factory that used 
the land from 1948 to at 
least 1979, according to 
city records. 

For the last few decades, 
the site has been an empty 
pit fi lled mostly with over-
grown grass. But a team of 
public and private organi-

zations combined to strike 
a deal to revitalize the lot 
and construct the $17.4 
million home. 

The plan calls for $13.7 
million in low income tax 
credits from the New York 
State Homes and Commu-
nity Renewal  (HCR), $1.7 
million from the Housing 

Trust Fund as well as en-
vironmental subsidies for 
the soil cleanup and loans 
from private banks such 
as Capital One.

Seniors need help

The senior housing 
will be gladly welcomed 
in West Tremont, where 
many older residents 

have been priced out, said 
Xavier Rodriguez, district 
manager of Community 
Board 5.

Seniors have com-
plained to him about be-
ing forced out of former 
Mitchell-Lama housing, 
a low-income housing 
program started in 1955. 

Many property owners 
opted out of the Mitchell-
Lama program during the 
last recession, leaving se-
niors vulnerable.

The project’s devel-
oper, Acacia Network, had 
at fi rst wanted to put an-
other type of low-income 
housing on the city-owned 
land, Rodriguez said. But 
after listening to commu-
nity outcry, the plan be-
came centered on netting 
seniors housing they can 
afford.

Costs of living

Apartments are split 
into three price ranges, 
based upon the area’s av-
erage median income, as 
computed by the City De-
partment of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development 
(HPD). 

Twelve units are avail-
able to those earning no 
more than $18,060 per 
year. 30 apartments are 
up for grabs for residents 

making no more than 
$30,100. The other 18 units 
will have an annual in-
come cap of $36,120.

Residents will have ac-
cess to a rec room, lounge 
area and terrace. Plans 
also call for a landscaped 
backyard.

 There aren’t medical 
facilities on the prem-
ises, but residents will get 
preferred access to long-
term healthcare services 
through Acacia Network 
providers and a partner-
ship with CenterLight.

The new housing com-
plex is part of Mayor 
Bloomberg’s New Hous-
ing Marketplace Plan 
(NHMP), a multi-billion 
dollar initiative to fi nance 
165,000 units of affordable 
housing by 2014. To date, 
the plan has funded more 
than 156,769 units across 
the fi ve boroughs, with 
nearly 49,370 units in the 
Bronx.

Affordable units coming to former brownfi eld site

W. Tremont senior housing rising

The new complex will have six stories and house 60 low-income seniors. Photo Courtesy HPD

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Bronx entrepreneurs 

looking for help will now 
be able to get some free as-
sistance and access to low-
interest loans. 

The Business Outreach 
Center Network held a 
grand opening and ribbon 
cutting at the Sunshine 
Business Incubator in 
Hunts Point’s BankNote 
Building on Friday, Nov. 
22. 

The celebration inau-
gurated the network’s 
fi rst full-time presence in 
the borough.

 As a Community De-
velopment Financial In-
stitution, BOC Bronx will 
provide one-on-one busi-
ness counseling, business 
workshops, and micro 
loans. It will be partner-
ing with Start Small 
Think Big, another non-
profi t that will provide 

complementary services. 
BOC Bronx, part of the 

BOC Network, will look to 
work with business both 
based in the incubator 
and outside. 

BOC assists “micro-en-
trepreneurs”: businesses 
oftentimes founded by 
a single person, or that 
sometimes are founded 
with another family mem-
ber as a partner or are 
home-based businesses.

 Some common exam-
ples are daycare centers, 
small contractors and 
construction businesses, 
green taxis, and grocery 
stores and restaurants, 
said Nancy Carin, BOC 
executive director. 

“We have had pro-
grams and projects in the 
Bronx, but we have not 
had a presence here, so 
we are very happy to be...
much more of a resource 

to the community,” said 
Carin. 

BOC meets with micro 
entrepreneurs to help cre-
ate and sustain important 
community businesses. 

“Initially, we sit with 
the client to have a meet-
ing to establish where they 
are as a business owner 
and the background and 
experience they bring to 
their business,” she said. 
“Then we really try to 
support them in the areas 
where they need to build 
strength or capacity and 
attract dollars.” 

Attending festive 
opening on Nov. 22 were 
Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo; Patricia Swann, 
representing BOC Bronx 
funding source New 
York Community Trust 
Bank; Brian Blake, vice-
president of ribbon cut-
ting event sponsor Spring 

Bank; Tom Messina rep-
resenting Congressman 
Joseph Crowley; Cheryl 
Simmons-Oliver, senior 
policy advisor for eco-
nomic development and 
employment for Congress-
man Jose Serrano; and 
Patricia Charlemagne, 
director of programs and 
operations of Start Small 
Think Big. 

Swann, who works 

with New York Commu-
nity Trust’s charitable 
foundation, said he was 
pleased to support the 
BOC expansion into the 
Bronx because it directly 
related to job creation in a 
time when everything “is 
about jobs.”

“The fact that it is in 
the Bronx is very appro-
priate because I am told 
that of the fi ve boroughs, 

the Bronx has the fastest 
growing rate of small busi-
ness start-up of all of the 
boroughs,” said Swann.  

Smart Small Think Big 
will provide complemen-
tary fi nancial and legal 
counseling. 

Our services compli-
ment each other nicely,” 
said Carin. “It creates a 
more holistic opportunity 
for the businesses.” 

Biz counseling service in BankNote Building

Leaders from both business and politics gathering at the Sunshine Business Incubator  
 Photo by Patrick Rocchio 

More biz help on way 
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rector of the Belmont Busi-
ness Improvement District 
(BID), comprised of 15 
nearby businesses, many 
of them Italian-American.

“It was an embarrass-
ment seeing that thing ev-
ery day,” said Franz.

Wear and tear
The fl ag was so cracked 

that the words once etched 
around it in metal letters 
—“the good taste of tradi-
tion” —were unreadable 
before the DOT repair proj-

ect, Franz said. 
Franz said he has not 

heard any complaints from 
local shop owners, and 
added that the repaving 
has made the street safer.

“It looks far better now,” 
he said. “You can drive 
over it without wrecking 
your car.”

Restoring the fl ag 
Diaz’s offi ce agreed that 

the fl ag had fallen into dis-
array.

“The answer is not to 
get rid of it,” said spokes-

man John DeSio, citing the 
neighborhood’s distinct fl a-
vor that draws tourists and 
those in search of fi ne Ital-
ian dining. “The answer 
is to fi x it with something 
substantial.”

A DOT spokesperson 
said the agency has yet to 
receive a formal request 
to reinstall the fl ag, but 
would be open to commun-
tity input.

Diaz Jr.’s letter de-
mands that the city agency 
reinstall the concrete fl ag 
as soon as this Spring. 

From Page 1

City paves over Little Italy fl ag
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

CHOPPED LIVER
So with Mayor-elect Bill de 

Blasio recently releasing that list 
of  his 60-member transition team, 
we gotta ask.

So what’s the Bronx, chopped 
liver?

There’s basically no Bronx 
players on it other than Mon-
tefi ore Med Center head Dr. Ste-
ven Safyer, unless you wanna 
count Peter Madonia, COO of 
the Rockefeller Foundation and 
owner of Madonia’s Bakery on Ar-
thur Avenue.

We did some consulting with 
a few borough cognosenti, who 
came up with a potential short 
list of added players. Making the 
team: Bronx Overall Economic De-
velopment Corp. head Marlene 
Cintron, criminal lawyer Mar-
vin Raskin, SOBRO head Phil 
Morrow, and since there are 
some education pros on the team 
but no Catholics, BdB could’ve 
scored a twofer with Fordam Uni-
versity Prexy Fr. Joseph Mc-
Shane, S.J.

That’s okay, Bill, no need to 
thank us.... 

KNISH NOSH
Ever since a fire knocked out 

the famous Gabila’s knish factory 
on Long Island, a lot of lost souls 
have been wandering around in the 
desert like Moses, missing their 
knish fi x.

“Customers come in, they ask 
for a square knish,” said Yuval 

Dekel, owner of the famous Lieb-
man’s Deli in Riverdale. “We have to 
go through the whole spiel – about a 
hundred times a day.”

But the mecca for pastrami 
sandwiches and other Jewish cu-
linary delites on W. 235th St. and 
Johnson Avenue, offers its own 
baked (instead of Gabila’s fried) 

round variety with various fi llings, at 
the same $3 price, said Yuval.

Now I’M hungry – “And a Dr. 
Brown’s Cel-Ray with that pastrami, 
please.”

SNOOPING
We have it on good authority 

that, as one of our sources put it, 
“an investigatory agency” has been 
snooping around a certain Bronx 
elected’s offi ce. And that’s all we’ll 
say for now, since it all looks prelim-
inary and could just be smoke and 
no fi re –  yet. Stay tuned. 

FRESH MOVES
Don’t count on Fresh Direct’s 

move from Queens to the Bronx be-
ing a done deal.

It still faces problems on two 
fronts, the larger being incoming 
Mayor Blasio, who could very well 
put the kibosh on the whole deal. 
He’s already said he’s no fan of 
those big bux city subsidies to the 
fresh food home delivery service for 
its move. But we’re told that outgo-
ing Mayuh Mike is expected to make 
a fast delivery on the deal before he 
bails from offi ce Jan. 2. 

On the more immediate front, 
Gavin Kearney, an attorney with 

the New York Lawyers for the Public 
Interest, said he’ll be back in court 
Thursday, Dec. 5 in front of the Ap-
pellate Division in Manhattan on be-
half of South Bronx United, appeal-
ing a lower court decision dismiss-
ing their lawsuit mostly on technical 
grounds, as well as fi nding an old 
environtal study was still suffi cient 
for the move to the Harlem River 
Yard. SBU’s big gripe is hundreds of 
Fresh Direct trucks fouling the air in 
the asthma-choked South Bronx.
COP CORNER
Thirty and out. Veteran 
detective Kenny Willisch of 
the 4-8 Squad in E. Tremont laying 
his badge to rest on that velvet 
pillow at 1 Police Plaza retirement 
section. The best, pal.
EARLY SUPPORTER
Longtime respected Bronx gay 
activist and Democratic operative 
Lew Goldstein smacked 
us upside our head for leaving 
him out of the list of early Bronx 
supporters of Bill de Blasio while 
everyone else was gluing them-
selves to Bill Thompson.
“Although Carl [Dem Party Boss 
Carl Heastie] and I disagreed,” 

sayeth Lew, “he was understand-
ing, magnanimous.”
PROUD DAD
BronxTalk cable TV host Gary 
Axelbank boasting over son 
Evan Axelbank just signed on 
as reporter at WTVT in Tampa, 
moving over and up from WPTV 
in West Palm Beach. Wonder 
when he’ll be hosting HIS own talk 
show?
GREMLINS
Oops! We had a mind melt on that 
City Council Speaker’s Bronx fo-
rum Nov. 18, mixing up boroughs 
for Mark Weprin and Dan 
Garodnick in the column’s 
print edition. Mark’s from Queens 
and Dan’s a Manhattan guy. Not 
that there’s anything wrong with 
that.... 

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 1 - Consultant Joe Ithier, 
former head of the Bronx Overall 
Economic Development Corp. 
under BP Freddie Ferrer.

BRONX LINES
A Chorus Line (1985)
Diana: “What’s to tell about the 
Bronx? It’s uptown and to the 
right.”

Bronx Boro Prez Ruben Diaz Jr. gets an early message across to 
incoming Mayor Bill de Blasio.
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1468 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461
Tel 718-881-9200
Fax 718-231-8024 

www.bronxwood.com

Schedule a consultation and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

@ Experienced, warm and sensitive care for persons living in their own home
@ The only Bronx-based Home Care agency
@ Proudly serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and Nassau County
@ Professional, personalized and compassionate care 
@ Sensitivity to cultural and religious needs
@ Helping patients optimize their health, quality of life and sense of well being
@ Care is delivered under the direct supervision of a registered nurse
@ Grooming, hygiene, dressing, assistance with activities and housekeeping
@ Safe ambulation, medication reminders and incontinence care
@ Live-in and support services, nursing and therapeutic care
@ Respiratory Therapy, Audiology and Traumatic Brain Injury
@ Nursing Home Transition and Diversion Waiver
@ Multi-lingual Home Health Aides (HHA’s) and Personal Care Aides (PCA’s)
@ Nurse on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
@ Employee verification phone line
@ Licensed by N.Y. State Department of Health
@ Medicare, Medicaid, private pay and private insurance accepted

Perfect for
Bronxwood Home Care.

Not ready
to move out of 
her own home.

Ready to discover
a new sense of 
well being.


	01.bronx.p01
	01.bronx.p02
	01.bronx.p03
	01.bronx.p04
	01.bronx.p05
	01.bronx.p06
	01.bronx.p07
	01.bronx.p08
	01.bronx.p09
	01.bronx.p10
	01.bronx.p11
	01.bronx.p12
	01.bronx.p13
	01.bronx.p14
	01.bronx.p15
	01.bronx.p16

