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Report
card

gripes

Digging Deep For Soldiers

HITMAN 
GUNNED
DOWN

Mobster Michael Meldish 
slain in Country Club

Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Margaret Lutumba and Bethanee Ricardo dig deep to honor veterans, 
planting daffodils for servicemembers on Veterans Day.  She joined other 
volunteers for a clean-up day at the Old West Farms Soldiers Cemetery.  

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
A notorious local mob hit man 

fi nally became the victim, gunned 
down on a quiet east Bronx street.

Michael Meldish, believed re-
sponsible for more than a dozen 
gangland hits, was rubbed out 
with a single shot to his head as 
he was getting out of his car in 

middle-class residential Country 
Club in the late evening hours of  
Friday, Nov. 15.

His infamous brother and fel-
low Purple Gang member  Joseph 
Meldish, is doing a 20 year-to-life 
stretch for a Throggs Neck mur-
der.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The newest school “report 

cards” are out, and a lot of folks 
aren’t happy.

Some school principals are 
saying that while the 2012-13 
progress reports offer some 
valuable data for judging 
school performance, they don’t 
tell the whole story. 

The way categories such as 
student progress, student per-
formance, school environment, 
and closing the achievement 
gap are weighted into the fi nal 
letter grade leave the impres-
sion that a particular school 
is performing better or worse 
than it really is, said several 
principals. 

How the numbers are 
crunched really matters, they 
said. 

This year, 60% of the over-
all letter grades came from the 
score on the student progress 
section - the amount of change, 
hopefully in a positive direc-
tion, schools made between 
this past year and previous 
years. 

Throggs Neck’s P.S. 304 
principal Joe Nobile said he 
feels that the grading system - 
which in 2012-13 saw the high-
performing 304 get an A in the 
student “performance” sub-
section but a C in “progress” - is 
stacked against high-perform-
ing schools that have relatively 
few “high needs” students. 

He said there is not much 
room for improvement or prog-
ress because 304 is ranked 
at or near the top in reading 
and math, he said, yet “perfor-
mance” remains only 25% of 

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4

Leaves mark in precinct during graffi ti cleanup 

Some of the volunteers and organizers 
in front of the precinct.  
  Photos by Edwin Soto 

Cops bag ‘Loot’ tagger - again
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

He’s baaack - under arrest. 
The infamous graffi ti tagger 

“Loot” faced new charges only 
a week after his initial arrest 
for tagging graffi ti all over the 
east Bronx.

This time, the 16-year-old 
was busted for driving a stolen 
car.

And to top that off, he was 
arrested inside the 45th Pre-

cinct for carving his tag with 
a coin into the bench he was 
handcuffed to. 

While he was cooling his 
heals in the station house, lo-
cal electeds, Community Board 
10 members and the precinct 
commander were working on a 
graffi ti cleanup program. 

According to a complaint 
report, Anthony Miro was 
caught in the drivers seat after 

he broke into a 1997 Nissan at 
Baisley and Ellsworth Avenue 
at 2:32 a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 
16.

Back at the precinct, cops 
said he apparently couldn’t re-
sist leaving his tag carved into 
a bench. 

He was charged with Unau-
thorized Use of a Vehicle, Crim-
inal Mischief, Making Graffi ti, 

Continued on Page 11
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BY DAVID CRUZ
The fi nal issues over 

the proposed Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center are 
being worked on down to 
the wire between the de-
velopers and the local City 
Councilman who could de-
cide whether the project 
lives or dies.   

Staffers for Councilman 
Fernando Cabrera, whose 
support on the KNIC proj-
ect has been shaky, are fo-
cusing on a growing con-
cern over traffi c issues.

Opponents believe the 
already swamped north-
west Bronx nabe could see 
bumper-to-bumper traffi c 
should the City Council 
and mayor choose the mas-
sive ice palace, home to 
nine ice skating rinks.

Cabrera is viewed as 
the key player in seeing 
the project come to frui-
tion.  The project needs 26 
votes to pass or 34 votes to 
override any mayoral veto.  

The traffi c gripes were 

enough for local Commu-
nity Board 7’s economic 
development committee 
to vote against the proj-
ect, but the full board ul-
timately voted in favor of 
it in September under the 
city’s Uniform Land Use 
Review Procedure.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr., the City Plan-
ning Commission and the 
city Landmarks Commis-
sion soon approved plans 
for the ice palace, slated 
to be built by 2018 if ap-
proved.   

But Cabrera’s offi ce ap-
pears to have backed anti-
rink locals, citing traffi c 
concerns similar to those 
linked to the 2009 mall 
project by The Related 
Cos., which was ultimately 
killed in the Council. 

Greg Faulkner, Cabre-
ra’s chief-of-staff, argued 
that traffi c concerns have 
not been studied closely 
enough given 7,000 guests 
per day projected at the 

center.
Faulkner believes traf-

fi c could be snarled with 
even a thousand guests per 
day.  “That’s still a heavy 
amount of traffi c,” he said. 

The talks come amid a 
published report by Kate 
Pastor in the Norwood 
News alleging through 
unnamed sources that Ca-
brera attempted to squeeze 
$100,000 a year from KNIC 
to fund a religious non-
profi t to which he’s no lon-
ger tied to.

The end result was Ca-
brera backpedaling on his 
request.  

His  endorsement of the 
project was allegedly mo-
tivated by his request in 
a pay-to-play scheme that 
could catch the attention of 
prosecutors, according to 
the report, citing sources 
closely tied to the Commu-
nity Benefi ts Agreement 
talks that took place early 
this year.  

“It’s just not true,” 

Faulkner said of the re-
port, though he did not 
elaborate further. 

But the sudden turn 
of events appears to be 
in contrast to Cabrera’s 
stance when the city Eco-

nomic Development Cor-
poration formally an-
nounced it had picked the 
ice rink plan developed by 
former Wall Streeter and 
eco-friendly builder Kevin 
Parker.  

“This is going to be-
come the Yankee Stadium 
of ice skating,” Cabrera 
boasted at the April 23 an-
nouncement.  

These days, he’s re-
mained silent.  

Cabrera power play charge casts shadow

A smiling Councilman Fernando Cabrera was there at the city’s Kingsbridge Armory announcement in 
April appearing to throw support on the plan .File Photo 

Ice rink talks down to wire
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Meldish 62, was found 
about 10:30 p.m. inside his 
rusty Lincoln LS sedan, 
parked in the middle of a 
crosswalk on Ellsworth 
Ave. at Baisley Avenue.

Meldish was shot in the 
right side of his head, with 
neither the bullet nor any 
shell casing recovered, said 
a law enforcement source, 
adding that the absence of 
powder burns indicated 
Meldish was shot from a 
short distance.

“He was getting out 
of his car with one leg al-
ready out, so it looks as 
if someoone either came 
up on him or shot him 
from inside the car,” said 
the source, adding that it 
looked like Meldish had 
pulled up in the crosswalk 
rather than at the curb “as 
if he had pulled over to stop 
to either pick someone up 
or let them off.”

The source said that he 
had relatives in the neigh-
borhood, but not close to 

the scene. 
His murder ended a long 

reign of terror by the two 
brothers.

Police believe his 
younger brother Joseph, 
60, carried out dozens of 
contract murders for the 
gang, which was involved 
in the heroin trade in the 
Bronx and Harlem, as well 
as contract killings for the 
Bonanno, Lucchese and 
Genovese crime families.

“We heard of over 70 dif-
ferent homicides, from the 
Bronx to Harlem, all the 
way up and down the East 
Coast all the way to Flor-
ida,” said retired Bronx 
Homicide Detective Kevin 
Tracy, who arrested Joseph 
Meldish for the 1999 mis-
taken identity murder of 
Joe Brown inside the now 
defunct Frenchie’s Bar on 
Bruckner Blvd. at E. Trem-
ont Avenue. 

Meldish had sent his 
crackhead girlfriend 
into the bar looking for 
Thomas Brown, who owed 

him drug money, but the 
girlfriend picked out his 
brother. Meldish, wearing 
a ski mask, walked up to a 
back table and blew Brown 
away. He was convicted and 
sentenced in 2007.

“One of the reasons 
we believe both brothers 
weren’t killed a long time 
ago was that they’re related 
to Angelo Prisco, a capo in 
the Genovese family,” said 
Tracy. “A lot of  people 
feared Michael and Joe. If 
you killed one, you’d have 
to contend with the other.”

“The Purple Gang 
pretty much doesn’t exist 
any more,” said another po-
lice source. “They moved 
on to other ‘careers’ with 
the Lucchese and other 
mobs.”

The mob rubout was the 
talk along tight-knit Ells-
worth Avenue, a suburban 
street lined with two-story 
homes decorated with 
Thanksgiving decorations 
and American fl ags.  

“This is the safest neigh-

borhood in the Bronx,” said 
one neighbor who only went 
by Ralph, as he rushed out 
his Baisley Avenue home to 
run errands.  

But another neigh-
bor several houses from 

the shooting recalled the 
days when Country Club 
served as a “Mafi a dump-
ing ground” during the 
50s and 60s where contract 
killers would often exploit 
the street’s low-key vibe to 

take out rivals.
Still, the longtime 

neighbor echoed what 
many supported – that Ells-
worth Avenue is a decent 
neighborhood. - With Da-

vid Cruz

The crime scene is gone at Ellsworth Avenue, the site of an alleged hit against reputed mobster Mi-
chael Meldish  Photo by David Cruz 

Mob hitman gunned down 
From Page 1

the letter grade. 
“When you are at 

a high-level like that, 
it is diffi cult to make 
progress because 
you’re close to the ceil-
ing,” he said. “Schools 
that are at lower lev-
els can make progress 
more easily.” 

The way schools 
are rated is more 
complicated because 
adjustments are also 
made for the numbers 
of special education 
children, students 
with learning disabili-
ties, and children who 
face economic chal-
lenges, he said.  

“I am grateful that 

I have always gotten 
As and Bs,” he said, 
“but I don’t think it is 
fair.” 

Lehman High 
School near 
Westchester Square 
saw improvements 
between 2011-12 and 
2012-13 in perfor-
mance, progress, and 
learning environment 
- which all rose from 
Fs to Ds. 

But because the 
numerical scores 
used to determine 
the category letter 
grades changed, and 
the score-range used 
to create the overall 
grade did not change, 
the school’s overall 

grade dropped from a 
D to an F, said its prin-
cipal Rose LoBianco.

The bright parts of 
Lehman’s latest prog-
ress report included 
an improved score on 
“Closing the Achieve-
ment Gap,” and a Qual-
ity Review rating that 
improved from “Devel-
oping” to “Profi cient,” 
which is a step up. The 
Quality Review rank-
ing measures if the in-
struction prepares stu-
dents for colleges and 
careers, the school’s 
organization and man-
agement, and the qual-
ity of the learning en-
vironment. 

“The overall letter 

grade is down, but in 
terms of each of the 
categories, the grades 
have gone up,” said 
LoBianco, adding that 
“We are seeing up-
ward trends.” 

Another bright spot 
in Lehman’s progress 
report was receiving 
a B in College and Ca-
reer Readiness, as it 
had in the 2011-12 re-
port card. 

To look at your 
child’s school report 
card, go to schools.
nyc.gov, then click on 
Progress Reports, and 
go to the search func-
tion for the particu-
lar school by name or 
number..

Grades awarded to local schools
From Page 1

B  P.S. 71     Pelham Bay
C  P.S. 72    Throggs Neck 
B  P.S. 304    Throggs Neck 
C  M.S. 101    Throggs Neck
C  P.S. 175    City Island 
B  P.S./M.S. 194   Zerega
A  P.S. 36    Castle Hill 
C  P.S. 108    Morris Park 
A  Ichan Charter School 2  Morris Park  
A  Van Nest Academy  Morris Park 
C  P.S. 105    Pelham Parkway 
C  P.S. 83    Morris Park
F  Lehman High School  Weschester Square 
F  Dewitt Clinton High School  Bedford Park 
B  P.S. 97    Pelham Gardens 
B  P.S. 19    Woodlawn 
C  P.S. 94    Norwood
A  P.S. 56    Norwood
B  P.S./M.S. 280   Norwood 
C  J.H.S. 80    Norwood 
A  P.S. 8    Beford Park 
A  Bronx High School of Science Bedford Park 
B  P.S. 95    Van Cortlandt Village 
C  Ampark Neighborhood  Van Cortlandt Village 
B  Urban Assembly/Civic Engagement Throggs Neck 
B  P.S. 14    Waterbury-LaSalle 
D  P.S. 96    Bronx Park East 
C  Bx High School for the Visual Arts Pelham Parkway 
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
A Bronx elected offi -

cial’s new bill banning 
youth tackle football be-
cause of its risk for brain 
damage has the borough’s 
football coaches and orga-
nizers feeling blitzed.

East Bronx Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto 
announced Thursday, 
Nov. 14 that he had revised 
a bill calling for a ban on 
10-and-under organized 
tackle football he fi rst in-
troduced in February. 

Now Benedetto’s pro-
posed law, the fi rst of its 
kind in the United States, 
would make the sport ille-
gal for kids under age 14.

The assemblyman 
cited evidence from uni-
versity studies that sug-
gest that young athletes 
enduring repeated head 
injuries face a greater 
risk of brain damage later 
in life. University study

Joining Benedetto on 

the podium in Albany 
was Dr. Robert Cantu, co-
director of Boston Univer-
sity’s Center for the Study 
of Traumatic Encephal-
opathy, whose research 
shows that even smaller, 
lower impact hits – dam-
age too minor to be con-
sidered a “concussion” – 
cause serious damage to 
undeveloped brains.

If passed, the bill 
would either shut down 
the borough’s youth foot-
ball leagues, or force 
them to play a safer but 
watered-down version of 
the sport.

 Benedetto’s bill would 
“cripple” the Warrior 
Football Club, an intra-
mural league that plays 
at Rice Stadium in Pel-
ham Bay, square in the 
assemblyman’s district, 
said league director Jay 
Demers.

He said that in his 55 
years of coaching in the 

league, he has yet to wit-
ness even one concus-
sion on the fi eld. Players 
in his league are taught 
not to launch themselves 
head fi rst into tackles and 
simply do not move fast 
enough for head injuries 
to be a concern, he said.

“We just don’t see it, 
not at this level,” he said. 
“Our players tackle stand-
ing up.”

Hitting leagues

Benedetto’s bill would 
also hit citywide Pop War-
ner leagues hard. A ban 
on youth football would 
put a wrench in the youth 
league’s recent trend of 
sending more and more 
alumni to colleges with 
athletic scholarships, 
said Lloyd Rodriguez, the 
league’s organizer and 
coach of the Brooklyn Pit-
bulls.

“The time learning 
how to tackle the right 
way at a young age, or 

developing vision as a 
running back, you can’t 
replace that,” Rodriguez 
said.

The majority of Pop 
Warner players come 
from poorer black and 
Hispanic neighborhoods 
and view playing football 
as a possible route to a 
college education, or even 
a shot at playing in profes-
sional leagues, Rodriguez 
said.  

“I’m worried about 
what will happen if you 
take away that childhood 
dream,” he said.

Benedetto expects that 
getting the bill passed will 
be an uphill battle. He is 
still seeking a co-sponsor 
for the legislation in the 
state Senate. But instead 
of backing down, he de-
cided to double down.

“I just came to the 
simple conclusion that if 
you’re going to do this, 
let’s do this right,” he said 

at the press conference.
Benedetto said that he 

would also introduce leg-
islation banning the prac-
tice of “heading” the ball 
in soccer – players using 
their heads to butt the 
soccer ball.

“I understand that it 
is a process,” Benedetto 
said. “People are reluc-
tant to change their views 
on something they grew 
up with. But we need to 
protect these kids at any 
cost.”

Wants ban tackling under 14-year-olds

Assemblyman Benedetto’s bill banning tackling in youth football 
would “cripple” Warrior Football Club, said the league’s organizer.  
                                                    Photo courtesy Warrior Football Club

Benedetto butting youth football
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Selected as the Best Ice Rink in New York City 2013 by Magazine

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY DAVID CRUZ
The disastrous effects 

of Typhoon Haiyan, the 
Philippines second-most de-
structive tropical storm on 
record, have surfaced in the 
Bronx.  

A massive relief opera-
tion is underway, hoping 
donations can help rescue 
native Philippinos from the 
fallout.

The typhoon struck on 
Nov. 11, just a week and a 
half following an earth-
quake in Bohol.  

“They haven’t even re-
covered from that calam-
ity, and here comes this ty-
phoon,” said Hilda Diongon, 
president of The Philippine 
American Association of the 
Bronx (PAAB).  The Pelham 
Parkway resident is leading 
a collection effort with help 
from the Morris Park Com-
munity Association. 

“We do need your help, 
it’s really hard for us to ac-

cept the fact that my coun-
trymen are suffering there,” 
said Diongon. 

Diongon pleaded for 
funds at the Nov. 13 MPCA 
meeting, stopping with her 
husband Art and PAAB 

members.
Assemblyman Mark 

Gjonaj attending the meet-
ing committed an undis-
closed amount to the cause.  

“Cash is the best because 
if we take clothes it will take 

two months for the ships to 
get there,” said Diongon, 
whose family in the Phil-
ippines was spared by the 
storm that killed over 4,000 
people.   

Diongon has partnered 
with the Philippine-niche 
group dubbed the United 
Filipino American Commu-
nities of Connecticut & New 
York to collect funds.  

Diongnon has carved 
a life for herself in Pel-
ham Parkway, immigrat-
ing from the Philippines in 
1983.  She’s worked at Jacobi 
Medical Center for nearly 
thirty years, serving as an 
Infection Prevention Prac-
tioner.

She’s also taken part in 
the Bronx Columbus Day 
Parade and hosts a line 
dancing event each Sun-
day at Our Lady of Solace.  
With only 5,000 Phillipinos 
in the borough, mostly in 
Morris Park and University 

Heights, the weekly get-to-
gether often serves as a home 
away from home to catch up 
on homeland events.  

Diongon’s community 
involvement was already a 
plus for Tony Signorile, MP-
CA’s president, who reached 
out to her after Typhoon 
Haiyan.

“Today it can happen to 
the Phillipines,” said Signo-
rile.  “Tomorrow it can hap-
pen to the Greeks.” 

Joe Bombace, an active 

member of MPCA, echoed 
Signorile’s sentiment.  

“Just as we did what we 
did for Italy with the earth-
quake, we should try and 
do something for the Philip-
pino community,” Bombace 
said of  the 2009 L’Aquila 
quake.  

Anyone wishing to do-
nate can make checks out 
to PAAB, and send it to the 
Morris Park Community As-
sociation at 1824 Bronxdale 
Ave.  at Zipcode 10462.

Morris Park Community Association collection effort for Philippines

Helping Hand.  MPCA Prez Tony Signorile, Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj’s rep Dennis Wales and The Philippine American Association 
of The Bronx Inc. Hilda Diongon team up to help native Philippinos 
recover following Typhoon Haiyan.          Photo by David Cruz  

Fund drive to help typhoon victims

The 49th Precinct 
is launching its own 
Philippines relief ef-
fort, asking the public 
to donate old footwear 
for Typhoon Haiyan 
victims. 

Pairs of shoes and 
fl ip-fl ops must be tied 

together and dropped 
off at the precinct at 
2121 Eastchester Rd.

Any questions, con-
tact the precinct at 718-
918-2032 and speak to 
Police Offi cer Jay Stur-
divant.

–David Cruz  

49th Pct. looking for footwear
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GRAND OPENING
Workmen’s Circle Dialysis Center

Tel.  (718) 379-8100 ext 473 / 446

3155 Grace Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
(entrance from Hammersley Ave.)

ON-SITE TREATMENT.
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- SERENE COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT
- COMFORTABLE HEATED RECLINERS
- TRANQUIL EXOTIC AQUARIUM
- PREFERRED SLOTS AVAILABLE
- PERSONAL iPAD
- WIRELESS INTERNET
- COMFORT & CONVENIENCE OF ON-SITE
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HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BY BEN KOCHMAN
They came, they sawed, 

they were conquered.
Cops nailed four crooks 

accused of sawing exhaust 
pipe emission converters 
from 11 vehicles —includ-
ing two vans used by the 
local senior center — on 
residential Throggs Neck 
streets in the middle of the 
night Tuesday, Nov. 19.

The suspects from 
Mount Vernon and Eden-
wald used power saws to 
remove thousands of dol-
lars worth of parts from 
vehicles on Schley and Bal-
com avenues, according to 
a criminal complaint.

But with an assist from 
an eagle-eyed car owner, 
cops caught the thieves 
redhanded.

Eagle-eyed local

Police were called to 
the scene after a resident 
on Balcom Avenue near 
Dewey Avenue spotted 
someone meddling with 
the exhaust pipe of his 
Toyota Corolla at around 2 
a.m, according to the com-
plaint. 

When cops pulled over 
a white Acura at the scene 

they found the power saws 
and metal blades in the 
passenger compartment 
and a treasure trove of  sto-
len parts in its trunk  — 11 
catalytic converters sliced 
from exhaust pipes in the 
area, police said.

The stolen converters 
are pollution-limiting de-
vices required by state 
law to be attached to the 
exhaust pipe of every mo-
tor vehicle. They range in 
price from a few hundred 
dollars to over $1,000.

Out of town thieves

The four suspects were 
arraigned on Wednesday, 
Nov. 20, charged with auto 
stripping, criminal pos-
session of stolen property 
and possession of burglary 
tools. 

They were identifi ed as 
Morris Kemar, 26, and Ray-
mond Thompson, 23, both 
of Mt. Vernon, and 27-year-
old Donald Monfries and 
20-year-old Junior Stevens 
of Edenwald.

The four men were re-
leased and are due back in 
court on January 9.

Senior vans looted

The thieves’ bounty in-

cluded two converters from 
vans at a nearby senior 
housing project on Schley 
Avenue that were used to 
shuttle around its mem-
bers, said Amy Chalfy, 
director of programs at 
JASA, the company that 
runs the service.

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca had allocated $51,000 
for one of the new senior 
vans just a month ago.

“These vans are essen-
tial to seniors in my com-
munity, and I am appalled 
that someone would at-
tempt to rob them of this 
service,” he said.

The vans serve seniors 
who live miles away and 
otherwise would have no 
way to reach the center 
for its daytime activities, 
Chalfy said. 

She added that she ex-
pects no delay in the orga-
nization’s services, though 
they may have to rent out 
another van for the short 
term.

“You feel disheartened 
when something like that 
happens,” she said, “but 
it’s a setback we will over-
come.”

Police nail four suspected 
Throggs Neck van-dals

Parts were stolen this week from a van that Councilman Jimmy Vacca unveiled at a Throggs Neck 
senior center just a month ago.                     Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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and Possession of Graffi ti 
Instruments. 

Just a week before, on 
Saturday, Nov. 9, he was 
caught in the act, and 
confessed to cops of up 
to at least 10 incidents of 
spray-painting “Loot” 
on local highways and 
businesses since July 1 
around Throggs Neck, 
Pelham Bay and Water-
bury-LaSalle.

He was released in his 
own recognizance for a 
Jan. 22 hearing.

“Even as we were gath-
ering outside to clean 
up graffi ti, he was in his 
cell nearby,” said Com-
munity Board 10 chair-
man John Marano, who 
along with 45th Precinct 
Crime Prevention Offi -
cer Erin Rabbitt, Police 
Offi cer John Sourada, 
and Ciarra Gannon from 
Senator Jeff Klein’s of-
fi ce took leading roles in 
organizing the event. It 
went off without a hitch, 
with about 50 volunteers 

showing up. 
“I think the graffi ti 

cleanup went great,” said 
Marano. “We hit about a 
dozen locations between 
all the volunteers. We had 
about a dozen youth from 
the Villa Maria Academy 
basketball program and 
their coaches.” 

Among the areas 
cleaned were the Bruck-
ner Blvd. service road 
between East Tremont 
Avenue and Hutchinson 
River Parkway, at These 
Our Treasures building 
on Bruckner Blvd., Lafay-
tte Avenue under the 
Cross Bronx Expressway 
underpass, Dill Place, 
Lawton Avenue and E. 
Tremont Avenue, Samp-
son and E. Tremont Ave-
nue, Scott Place and East 
Tremont Avenue and sev-
eral others he said. 

Senator Jeff Klein, 
45th Precinct command-
ing offi cer Captain James 
McGeown, Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca, Marano, 
CB 10 district manager 

Kenneth Kearns, and 
about 45 volunteers, in-
cluding members of the 
Precinct’s Youth Explor-
ers program partici-
pated. 

At the start of the 
cleaning, Senator Jeff 
Klein presented awards 
to John Provetto and 
Sydney Flores, who make 
graffi ti cleanup in their 
communities a regular 
thing.

“To keep our streets 
graffi ti-free, we have 
to work together,” said 
Klein. “Last weekend, 
dozens of volunteers came 
together to remove nearly 
30 graffi ti tags along East 
Tremont Avenue. Graf-
fi ti damages property, 
creates blight and causes 
fi nancial hardship for 
home and business own-
ers. With the help of the 
45th Precinct, Commu-
nity Board 10 and local 
residents, we’ve shown 
that our community will 
not tolerate tagging prop-
erty.
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

Oh my!
Call us Bronx-centric, but we’d 

say Jimmy Vacca made some 
heavy brownie points at the Bronx 
forum for City Council Speaker.

Based on Jimmy’s responses to 
questions and his familiar “That’s 
not acceptable!” mantra, Vacca 
notched up his creds as a viable 
candidate after lagging behind on 
the political blogger circuit. 

Jimmy has always been our gold 
standard for a hardworking local 
elected, so we’re not that surprised 
he impressed folks from outside his 
east Bronx district.

While the real vote will come 
down to the 51 council members, 
establishing public creds as a viable 
leader is all part of the process.

The forum, Monday night, Nov. 
12 at the New Settlement Commu-
nity Center in Mt. Eden, also brought 
out Councilmember/Speaker wan-
nabes Annabel Pa lma  o f 
Soundview, Mark Weprin of 
Queens, E. Harlem/South Bronx 
Councilwoman Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Dan Garodnick 
of Manhattan and Harlem’s Inez 
Dickens. 

While the others are pushing 
for a tsunami of reforms that would 
weaken the Speaker’s power - and 
increase individual members’ in-
dependence and clout, Vacca and 
Palma warned it could weaken the 
Speaker’s power in negotiations 
with the mayor – and the coun-
cil grilling some city agencies who 
think they are above answering to 
the council. 

“When we address rules re-
forms, we have to look at making 
it more democratic and definitely 
more transparent, but we also have 
to assure that we remain strong, 
a united voice that’s prepared to 
fi ght,” Vacca told a standing-room-
only crowd of about 150 people in 
the packed community room at the 
center.

He drew loud applause respond-
ing to an audience question about 
potential reforms to curb corrup-
tion, saying “If you’re a crook, you’re 
a crook!”

GOP VICTORY
Giving credit where its due, the 
Bronx Republican Party showed 
it’s strength in the mayoral 
election with a majority vote for 

Joe Lhota, even if the winning 
territory was only a small slice of 
the borough.
Lhota swamped ultimate winner 
Bill de Blasio in the GOP’s 
east Bronx stronghold running 
from Country Club south through 
Throggs Neck and including 
Waterbury-Lasalle, as well as 
Morris Park, a chunk of Pelham 
Gardens as well as a solid vote of 
heavily Irish-Amerian Woodlawn.
Borowide, de Blasio pulled 86.1%, 
or  113,644 borough votes, while 
Lhota garnered 11.1%, or 14,580.
Ex-Borough President Adolfo 
Carrion Jr., who (Gasp!) 
dropped his Democratic registration 
to run on the Independence Party 
line, squeaked out 1.9% or 2,452 
votes in his home borough.

HOT WHEELS 
Former Bronx Times Reporter 

“Bronx Wheels” columnist Eddie Lo-
pez tells us he wound up playing an 
extra, with one of his own classic set 
of wheels – a cherry ‘87 Honda Civic 
– used in a recent Martin Scorcese 
shoot, “The Wannabe,” with some 
scenes shot inside the Bronx County 
Courthouse and on 158th Street 

and Walton Avenue, where lead ac-
tor  Vincent Piazza ( Lucky Luciano, 
Broadwalk Empire) sits on the hood 
of Eddie’s car.

Eddie said he got a laugh from 
Piazza after he asked him if he could 
sell his car on eBay for ten thousand, 
now that the actor’s butt had been 
sitting on its hood.

SINGLED OUT
In case you missed the story in 

the Post (Hey, Daily News, where 
were you?), Morisania Assembly-
man Eric Stevenson wants his 
federal bribery trial moved out of 
the metro area because U.S. At-
torney Preet Bharara told Gov. 
Cuomo’s Commission to Investigate 
Public Corruption that he wants to 
seize future state pensions of  both 
Stevenson and Senator Malcolm 
Smith, who faces a separate brib-
ery trial to which former Bronx Re-
publican Party leader Jay Savi-
ono just pleaded guilty. Stevenson 
claims the revelation could taint the 
trial jury.

Losing his pension could be 
just one more worry for Steven-
son, whose three indicted co-con-
spirators recently pleaded guilty in 

the scheme involving greasing the 
wheels for two Bronx adult daycare 
centers.

ALBANY BOUND
Newly elected west Bronx As-

semblyman Victor Pichardo 
heading to Albany on Nov. 25 to 
be officially sworn in. Pichardo 
filled the 86th A.D. seat vacated 
by disgraced Nelson Castro after 
a squeaker race with former Dis-
trict Leader Hector Ramirez 
that many complained was filled 
with irregularities - beyond the city 
Board of Elections normal incom-
petence. Hector screwed up fi ling a 
lawsuit on time that listed numer-
ous irregularities, so it looks like 
clear sailing for Pichardo – at least 
until next year when he’ll have 
to run for a full term. The former 
staffer for state Senator Gustavo 
Rivera will likely again have the 
backing of the Bronx Democratic 
machine. 

COLLEAGUE
Friends and colleagues of for-

mer Newsday and WNYC reporter 
and Lehman College journalism 
teacher Elaine Rivera, found 
dead in her Bronx apartment last 

month at the age of 54, will gather 
at 1 p.m. Dec. 7 at the campus’ 
Lovinger Theater for a memo-
rial service and fundraiser for the 
Elaine Rivera Scholarship in Jour-
nalism at Lehman.

Former newspaper colleague 
Bob Liff told us a $25,000 fund 
produces enough income, along 
with other student aid “for a full 
ride for a budding journalist.” 

CHANGES
Vacca’s voice. Mike Pan-

telidis on board as new spokes-
man for Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, replacing Vito Signorile 
who moved on as spokesman for the 
Rent Stabilization Assocation. Mike 
last worked for term-limited Queens 
Councilman Peter Vallone Jr.

Departed. Longtime Lincoln 
Hospital co-spokeswoman Ny-
dia Negron retiring, with veteran 
spokeswoman Renelda Walker 
holding the fort.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Nov. 26 - Tommy Messina, 

community rep for Congress-
man Joe Crowley.Nov. 29 - Ac-
tress Cathy Moriarity (“Raging 
Bull”).

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

From Page 1

Cops bag ‘Loot’ tagger - again
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for some of the 
best years of their life.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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