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To Advertise Call: 718-615-2520
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•• Financing / Loans
•• Business For Sale
•• Misc. Business Opps
•• And More

•• Rentals
•• Properties For Sale
•• Open Houses
•• Commercial RE
•• And More

•• Career Training
•• Education Services
•• Tutoring
•• And More

•• Autos For Sale
•• Autos Wanted
•• And More

•• Beauty Care
•• Handymen
•• Home Improvement
•• And More

•• Garage / Yard Sales
•• Merchandise Wanted
•• Merchandise For Sale
•• And More
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Business Opps Pg 31 Instruction Pgs 27-29,31 Merchandise Pg 31

Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RRN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here

The Bronx’s 
Number One
Classifieds
 Page 76-79

The Bronx’s
Number One 
Sports
 Page 73-75

Free inside today 

20 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons

New life
for hep A
restaurant

Continued on Page 71

Halloween in Pelham Bay 
Starr Martinez is not in Kansas anymore, but at the fi rst-ever Pelham Bay 
Halloween Parade.  Check out pics from this Halloween soiree and those 
from other neighborhoods on pages 36-37. 

SANDY,
A YEAR
LATER

Still rebuilding from storm
BY DAVID CRUZ

A year later, Superstorm 
Sandy’s scars still remain 
fresh in pockets of the Bronx.  

For some, it’s too early to 
call it “back to normal.”  In-
deed, for many residents such 
as Nick Virello of Locust 
Point, or Judy Bonnano in 
Harding Park, it feels like just 
yesterday that a 13-foot surge 
battered the borough’s shore-
lines.

Areas formerly known as 
Zone A territories, are now 
designated Zone 1 on new hur-
ricane fl ood maps.  

An infamous deluge struck 
hundreds of waterfront homes, 

shaking foundations, knock-
ing out power and ripping out 
piers many believed were in-
vulnerable.

At the height of the storm, 
City Island was aglow in a fi -
ery mess as fi refi ghters bat-
tled a six-alarm blaze that en-
gulfed Tony’s Pier, a popular 
eatery.      

Since then, government 
assistance has trickled in, 
though incomparable to 
Queens, Manhattan or Brook-
lyn, which all bore the brunt 
of Sandy’s path given the expo-
sure to the Atlantic Ocean.  

The Bronx, insulated by 
Continued on Page 39

BY DAVID CRUZ
Aloha, New Hawaii Sea Res-

taurant.
Owners for the Westchester 

Square eatery behind Septem-
ber’s hepatitis A outbreak intend 
to open under a new name and 
management. 

No opening timetable is set for 
the restaurant, once frequented 
by many diners in and around the 
busy retail corridor.

Photo by Aracelis Batista
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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**
*

The complete terms are in offering plans available from the Sponsor. HO2-0019. *On select homes. **Owner’s unit.  †Price and availability subject to change without notice.

Open Daily 10-6 | Hablamos Español
$ †

BeechwoodHomes.com

MODELS  NOW  OPEN
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Your Neighborhood 
— Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 742-3393
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3398

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS 
#730390) is published weekly by 
Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsid-
iary of  News Community Newspaper 
Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 2013. 
Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Sub-
scriptions $8.00 per year. Postmaster, 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454. ISSN #8750-4499.

around
townby David Cruz

The Bronx Times Re-
porter will publish your 
announcements. Send an-
nouncements along with 
photo, to: Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd St., 
Bronx, NY 10454, or email 
Bronxtimes@aol.com. 

Happy Halloween/

Birthday in Heaven 

Dear Ed, we miss you 
and love you very much.  

And a happy birthday to 
your son Justin who turns 
five on November 3rd.  
Wish you were here to see 
him grow. You would be 
so proud of how smart he 
is and how he is just like 
you in many ways.  Love al-
ways, Richie, Lisa, Rich Jr, 
Joshua and Justin.

Italians Honored

Former Council-

Retired NYPD Captain Ben DiGregorio (l) and Madeline Provenzano 

woman Madeline 

Provenzano (r) and re-

tired 49th Precinct com-

mander Captain Ben Di-

Gregorio were singled out 
for their contributions to 
the borough as part of Con-
gressman Joe Crowley’s 
annual tribute to Italian-
Americas.  

Irish Revelry

Don’t miss out on a fun 
morning of gaelic music 
and dance at Calvary Hos-

pital...and it’s all for a good 
cause!  The hospital will host 
the Irish Dancing and Music 
annaul Mass & Breakfast 
on November 3rd inside the 
building’s main wing.  Tick-

ets run $20 and benefits Cal-
vary Hospital.  Anyone in-
terested can reach Kathleen 
Gallagher at 718-822-2791.  

Wedding 
On October 12, Eric Wil-

liam lusk and Stephanie Mu-
niz were married in a Steam-

Eric Lusk and Stephanie Muniz

718-823-7030
Licensed Director

RALPH SQUITIERI JR.RALPH SQUITIERI
Licensed Manager

Thomas C. Bible

Country Life, Twin Labs, Schiff, Solgar, New Chapter, Nature’s Way 
Vitamins & Herbs, Source Natural, Nature’s Herb’s and Jarrow

WE ACCEPT EBT

HEALTHY LIVING

WE CARRY A
WIDE VARIETY OF
FRESH ORGANIC PRODUCE 

GLUTEN FREE FOODS

HOMEOPATHIC PRODUCTS 

AND SO MUCH MORE

2173 White Plains Road
OPEN

7 DAYS
Just South of Pelham Parkway

718-931-4335

SALE - 25% OFF
MSR

WE ACCEPT MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

SALE ENDS 11/30/13

 (SELECT ITEMS ONLY)

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY

Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm

Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave

Bronx, NY 10462

DELI HOTLINE
718-863-9580

CHICKEN 
WINGS

3ft. HEROS
PARTY

PLATTERS

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY NEEDS

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$5499

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chopped

ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

$4995

2 lb London Broil
2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Sandwich Steak
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

HERE’S THE BEEF

OUR MOST POPULAR MEAT PLANS

www.giordanos-big-g.com

ALWAYS ON

PREMISES

7 DAYS A WEEK

WHOLE CHICKENS

PPPARTY NEEDSSS

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS

ITALIAN CHICKEN SAUSAGE
BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

PRIME
LONDON BROIL

3 FOR $15.00
CUT FREE

$1.99 LB.

CHICKEN CHOPMEAT
3 LB. PACK

5 LBS. FOR

$10.00
CHICKEN LEGS
QUARTERS - 10 LBS

$10.00

$4.99 LB.

BEEF CHOPMEAT

$2.99 LB.

5 LB. PACK

CHOICE
SHELL STEAK

$7.99 LB.

CHOICE
PEPPER STEAK

$5.99 LB.

CHOICE
BEEF STEW
$4.99 LB.

ITALIAN
SAUSAGE
$3.99 LB.

5 LBS OR
MORE

$2.99 lb

CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS

$2.99 LB.

PORK
CUTLETS
$4.99 LB.

PORK
FOR GRAVY
$3.99 LB.

PORK
ROAST

$2.99 LB.

B
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S BOARS HEAD

HAM
$7.99 LB.

OVEN ROASTED
TURKEY

$8.99 LB.

OVEN ROASTED
CHICKEN
$8.99 LB.

BOARS HEAD
BOLOGNA
$5.99 LB.

STORE BAKED
ROAST BEEF
$8.99 LB.

VARIETY PACK HERE'S THE BEEF THIS IS INSANE

$10995

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Shoulder Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

ALL THIS FOR

CADILLAC PLANCADILLAC PLAN

ALL THIS FOR ALL THIS FOR ALL THIS FOR
ALL
THIS
FOR$54.99 $49.95 $35.99 $109.95

D
E
L
I

punk wedding ceremony at 
the Villa Barone restaurant, 
surrounded by their families 
and friends. It was a won-
derful, fun time! Congratu-
lations to the happy couple!  
Photo credit is from Star Ni-
gro
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Dedicated to providing the finest quality of care and promoting an optimal level of functioning for each resident 
in a homelike environment which encourages individuality and fosters dignity and comfort.

State of the Art Rehabilitation Suite 
with All Modern Equipment

Extensive Short Term Rehab/Long Term 
Skilled Nursing Care

Primary Care Physicians on Site/Wide 
Range of Consulting Physicians

Wound Care/IV Therapy/ Tracheostomy 
Care/Hospice Care

On staff Psychiatrists & Psychologists

Spanish Speaking Unit & Staff

Resident & Family Council

Religious & Spiritual Programs

Regular Trips, Live Entertainment

Computers with Internet Access – 
Wii Sports Program

Complete Hair Salon Services on premises

Family Transportation upon Request

718-379-8100, ext. 473/446
Fax: 718-379-4018

For more information or 
to schedule a tour of our newly 
renovated facility please contact 
our Admissions Department:

3 1 5 5  G r a c e  A v e n u e   B r o n x ,  N Y  1 0 4 6 9

W o r k m e n ’ s  C i r c l e  M u l t i C a r e  C e n t e r
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
In just a few months, 

those stout electric blue 
bikes have zigzagged their 
way into the fabric of our 
city.

Now Bronx’s bikers are 
gearing up to fi nd those 
shiny new Citibikes a home 
in the Boogie Down bor-
ough.

“Whenever a new station 
pops up, I think ‘Where’s 
ours?’” said Jill Guidera, 
Field Organizer at Trans-
portation Alternatives, a 
bike activist group. 

Bronx’s would-be bike 
sharers will need to prove 
that the city’s poorest bor-
ough is worth the invest-
ment. Citibike launched on 
May 27 with a fl eet of just 
below 6,000 bikes spread 
across the dense areas 
deemed most likely to use 
them: Manhattan south of 
59th street and downtown 
Brooklyn. 

The bikes have done big 

business.  Citibike is pri-
vately owned and its orga-
nizers have declared the 
program a smash success, 
with hundreds of thousands 
of registered subscriptions 
to date. An annual mem-
bership costs $95, a weekly 
pass $25 and a 24-hour mem-
bership $9.95. 

Citibike has since ex-
panded to Williamsburg 
and there are concrete 
plans in the works for addi-
tional bikes in Long Island 
City, Greenpoint and part 
of Bedford-Stuyvesant, ac-
cording to an interactive 
station map on the Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(DOT) website. 

But the bikes have yet 
to come anywhere near the 
Bronx. Cyclists here needn’t 
hold their breath: Citibike 
does “wish to expand” the 
bike share program to the 
Boogie-Down borough but-
would require additional 
sponsorship funding, a 

spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(DOT) said in an email.

Citibank has already 

shelled out $41 million for 
the project’s naming rights, 
with Mastercard sponsor-
ing the payment sites for an 

additional $6.5 million.
The borough’s cycling 

advocates are distributing 
surveys in an effort to show 
demand for the bikes.

“There are folks here 
that would use it as a pub-
lic transit choice. We would 
love for it to be here,” she 
said.

Guidera imagines bike-
sharing racks dotting the 
borough’s major public 
transportation hubs and 
being installed near land-
marks like Yankee Sta-
dium. She also pictures 
cyclists pedaling into Man-
hattan over the 3rd Avenue 
Bridge. 

Since Citibike’s May 
kickoff, elected offi cials in 
brownstone Brooklyn and 
areas of western Queens 
have started petitions to get 
in on the action.  The reac-
tion in the Bronx has been 
more lukewarm, though 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. said he’d love to see 

the bike share in the area 
because of the health bene-
fi ts of exercise and lower air 
pollution.

Olga Luz Tirado, the 
executive director of the 
Bronx Tourism Council, 
said that she’d like to see 
the bike share as well but 
hedged on whether the pro-
gram would be popular.

“In principle I think it’s 
a good idea, but we need 
more data,” she said.

Bronx’s bike lovers will 
have plenty of time to make 
their case. Citibank’s licens-
ing deal with the bikes is 
slated for at least six years. 
Until then, Bronxites will 
have to make do with local 
bike shops, at least one of 
which is in no rush to see 
Citibike expand here.

“I don’t see it working 
out here. It’ll take away 
from the mom and pops,” 
said Joseph Maldoneo, who 
runs Castle Hills Bikes in 
Throgs Neck.

Transportation Alternatives demand CitiBikes

Citibikes have already proved popular in areas of lower Manhattan 
and downtown Brooklyn. But would the bikes be welcome here in 
the Bronx?                      Photo by Ben Kochman

Where’s our borough’s wheels?

SCOTT PLACE CAFÉ
Presents

3604C
E Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-2326@ScottPlaceCafé

with

ANGELO

FRIDAYS

NOV. 15 & 22

BOOK YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY OR SPECIAL EVENT WITH US!

Music by

JUST NUTS
Prizes for

BEST COSTUME

Sunday, November 10

YOU CAN RENT THE ROOM FOR YOUR PARTY OR WE CAN CATER IT ALL FOR YOU!

Sunday,
Nov. 17th

BUTCH 
BARBELLA

and
“Streets

Of The Bronx”

RESERVATIONS

REQUIRED

Saturday, Nov. 9th

ANTHONY
FARINO

“SINATRA 
AND FRIENDS”

RESERVATIONS

REQUIRED
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Weeknight  
Service Changes

Grand Concourse Line
  
November 4 to 8 
10PM to 5AM

No trains between 205 St and 161 St-Yankee Stadium. 
Take the  instead. 

service ends early each night.
Bronx-bound  trains skip 155 St.

service operates between Coney Island and  
161 St-Yankee Stadium.

 service to/from nearby stations instead.

 and 

 and  

Bronx-bound .

.

Stay Informed.

 n  
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Clean slate
With mayoral candidate Bill de Bla-

sio leagues ahead in the polls over GOP 
challenger (and Bronx native son) Joe 
Lhota, it might not bode well for some big 
borough projects being rushed through be-
fore Mayuh Mike leaves.

Given the Bronx Democratic machine’s 
all-out push for Bill Thompson, De-
Blasio’s tsunami primary win in the Bronx 
and across the city, certainly embarrassed 
the party and Borough Prez Ruben Diaz 
Jr., who practically joined themselves at 
the hip with Thompson.

DeBlasio even clobbered Thompson in 
Dem Party Boss Carl Heastie’s mostly 
black northeast Bronx assembly district.

And while Ruben and Carl were quick 
to do a fast 180-degree turn and throw 
their arms around De Blasio, folks are say-
ing the new City Hall heir-apparent owes 
no favors.

“He was doing his own thing campaign-
ing in the Bronx,” a local political insider 
said of de Blasio’s borough stealth cam-
paign. “He doesn’t owe anybody in the 
Bronx.”

“The organizations didn’t support him, 
and with the projects like the Kingsbridge 
Armory and Fresh Direct, if they can’t push 
them through before he takes over, they’ll 

all be subject to his review,” added political 
consultant George Arzt.

A Boro Hall insider added that a number 
of “smaller” Requests for Proposals could 
also wind up yanked by a Mayor de Blasio.

De Blasio has previously blasted using 
tons of taxpayer bux to subsidize moving 
Fresh Direct into the borough. Not known 
yet where he stands on turning the white el-
ephant armory into a big ice skating rink.

WINNERS
While other pols and Par ty Boss 

Heastie had to make fast friends with de 
Blasio, three prescient Bronx electeds 
were early out of the gate with their sup-
port: Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, 
Senator Ruth Hassell-Thompson 
and City Councilman Andy King. To 
the victor’s supporters, so to speak, go 
the spoils.... We’ll see just what they are 
down the road.

ELECTION RESULTS
We’re going to go out on real limb here 

and predict - drum roll please - the win-
ners in Tuesday, Nov. 5’s general elections 
in the Bronx.

And the answer is - another drum roll, 
please - with an 11-1 Democrat vs. Repub-
lican Bronx enrollment, the winners in the 
Sept. 10 Democratic primary. We doubt the 
bookies are even taking bets on this one.

DIAZ STEPPING DOWN
Bet that headline got your attention.
But not THAT big a deal.
Seems state Senator Ruben Diaz 

Sr. is resigning as district leader in the 87th 
Assembly District, to make way for local 
State Committeeman William (Willie) 
Rivera taking the job.

It means The Rev renting out the 
Parkchester South condo he bought to es-
tablish residence for the district leader post, 
and now listing his Soundview home of 
Glebe Avenue within his senatorial district 
as his offi cial residence.

The Rev said he “made a mistake in 
not supporting Willie for City Council” to 
replace term-limited Joel Rivera. He 
supported the Rev. Joel Bauza, Willie 
dropped out midway, and Richie Torres 
won the seat.

“I think if I had supported Willie, we would 
have won that,” Diaz told us. “I’m doing for 
Willie what I was supposed to do before.”

The Dem Party reportedly made it offi -
cial Wednesday night (after column dead-
line), with Diaz saying Heastie assured ac-
cepted the deal.

Rivera is strongly backed by 87th A.D. 
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda, which 
should dispel some rumors that Luis and 
The Rev have been a bit on the outs since 

Luis’ election, heavily backed by The Rev.
TIX BLITZ
With 4-9 Precinct cops swarming all 

over those auto repair shops along Morris 
Park’s Stillwell Ave. in a parking ticket ram-
page, kinda embarassing that they missed 
five cars being broken into in the early 
morning hours Oct. 26. We hear cops’re 
giving a local baking plant only fi ve minutes 
to load and unload their trucks. DOH!

DEPARTING
Vito Signorile, Councilman Jimmy 

Vacca’s spokesman for the past two years 
and former Bronx Times reporter/editor, 
departing to be a spokesman for the  Rent 
Stabilization Association. Good luck!

CONGRATZ to KATZ
Norwood News editor Alex Kratz 

leaving to run a writing center at a South 
Bronx high school. A loss of a fi ne commu-
nity journalist. 

COP CORNER
Congrats. To new 5-2 C.O. Nilda 

Hofmann, promoted to full Inspector 
rank. And to Riverdale’s new 5-0 C.O. Paul 
Rasa, upped to deputy inspector.

Welcome back. To Inspector Ray 
Rooney, number two guy at Bronx Detec-
tive command, after a lengthy medical 
leave. Joking about a tall stack of paper-
work waiting. 

Gathering. A fun lunch crowd of re-
tired cops at the Liberty Cafe in Morris Park 
Wednesday, Oct. 23, assembled by retired 
Bronx Borough No-Star Chief John Wohl-
berg, with George Powell, John 
Young, Bobby McGee, former 4-9 
C.O. Ben DiGregorio, Vito Calam-
ito, Mike McCarroll, Jimmy Pas-
calicchio and Dennis Milone. And 
NO, I’m not picking up the tab!

DIAPER DUTY
For former Bronx Boro Hall and current 

Senate Democratic Conference spokesman 
Mike Murphy and wife Laura on birth 
of their son Bryson Daniel Christo-
pher Murphy.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Catcing up:
Oct. 24 - Conressman Jose Ser-

rano
Oct. 24 - City Council Majority Leader 

Joel Rivera
Oct. 29 - East Bronx community leader 

Bob Bieder
Coming up:
Nov. 3 - Highbridge 77th Assembly Dis-

trict Leader Venancio (Benny) Cat-
ala

Nov. 4 - Former Senator Jeff Klein 
staffer and current Jacobi Med Center 
spokesman John Doyle.

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter
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RE-ELECT OUR COUNCILMAN

JIMMY VACCA

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF JAMES VACCA

STANDING UP  
FOR THE BRONX   
DELIVERING FOR US!

VOTE! TUES, NOV. 5!

• Protecting our Senior Centers  
 and Firehouses

• Fighting for Homeowners and  
 Small Businesses Against Unfair  
 Rate Increases and Fines

• Improving Mass Transit

• Securing Funding for Technology, 
 Playgrounds and Libraries for  
 Local Schools

• Safeguarding Tenant’s Rights
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mul t i p l y  t h e  good

A T T E N T I O N  R I D G E W O O D 
C H E C K I N G  C U S T O M E R S :

y o u r  p h o t o g r a p h y  s k i l l s  a r e  n o w 
m o n e y  i n  t h e  b a n k .

Highly rated mobile app.  Debit card rewards program. 

Tap. Snap. Deposit.

mul t i p l y  t h e  goodwww.ridgewoodbank.com

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It looks like it’s back to 

the drawing board again for 
a group that wants to build 
a controversial assisted liv-
ing facility on City Island.

The Italian Hospital So-
ciety’s attorney and repre-
sentatives have been fi ght-
ing it out with a lawyer 
hired by the City Island 
Civic Association before 
the city Board of Standards 
and Appeals for months.

The Society is seeking a 
variance to skirt local zon-
ing, on land at 222/32 City 
Island Avenue, currently an 
M-1 manufacturing zone. 

As both sides had an-
other go round at the BSA 
on Monday, Oct. 28 and 
Tuesday, Oct. 29, the BSA 
asked the Society for more 
information after IHS re-
duced the size of the project 
from 212-beds to 150-beds. 
The BSA then gave the IHS 
until Jan. 7, 2014 for more in-
formation. The City Island 
civic group still opposed 
the re-design, arguing the 
plan is out of character with 

of the mostly low-rise, low-
density island. 

CICA board member 
Barbara Dolensek said the 
IHS attorney at the Oct. 29 
meeting “pleaded” for some 
more time to provide addi-
tional information.

 She said that the Soci-
ety, whose president is ob-
stetrician Dr. Domenico Mi-
gnone, had witnesses there 
saying that Italian-Amer-
icans need such a facility, 
but without making argu-
ments about the site. 

“City Island would wel-
come elderly Italian-Ameri-
cans; in fact, many already 
live here,” she said. “Our 
problem is simply with the 
scale of the project.”

She pointed out that City 
Island is vulnerable during 
major storms, and that the 
facility would put seniors at 
risk during mandated evac-
uations, such as one during 
Superstorm Sandy in 2012.

Community Board 10 
district manager Kenneth 
Kearns, also at the hear-
ings, said “As far as Bronx 

Community Board 10 is con-
cerned, we have been com-
pletely supportive of City 
Island’s Civic Association’s 
position on the subject and 
we will continue to do so.” 

Still unanswered, ac-
cording to the Society’s fi l-
ings with the BSA and ob-
tained by the Bronx Times 
Reporter, was a question 
about a statement from a 
real estate planning fi rm 
that “the project is still not 
viable due solely to the sub-
surface conditions, and the 
constructions premiums 
devoted to solving them.” 
This presumingly refers to 
the soil requiring environ-
mental remediation. The lo-
cation was home to a former 
boat builder. 

No clear answers have 
been given to questions 
about two tests in 2009 and 
2011 that found groundwa-
ter at the site 7 to 8 feet be-
low the surface either.

Also unanswered was 
the Floor Area Ratio (essen-
tially the density) of the 150-
bed building having a FAR 

of 1.35, more than two and 
half times the typical area 
of residential buildings. 

Another question was 
how supporters of the plan 
have referred to the City 
Island community as “eco-
nomically distressed” both 

in an early interview and 
online. In the one full inter-
view Dr. Mignone gave to 
this newspaper before the 
litigation, he cited vacant 
storefronts and said the 
project would bring con-
struction jobs and more foot 

traffi c for local stores. 
E-mails requesting com-

ment on documents from 
BSA fi lings reviewed by 
the newspaper were not an-
swered, nor was a message 
left at Dr. Mignone’s medi-
cal practice.

Setback for City Island living facility

Master pumpkin carver Ray Villafane completed carving the “largest pumpkin in the world” at 
the New York Botanical Garden on Saturday, Oct. 19 and Sunday, Oct. 20. He had begun the proj-
ect in front of Grand Central Terminal’s Vanderbilt Avenue Taxi Stand. He is seen here with his 
creation. It was on display at the NYBG’s Haunted Pumpkin Garden through Thursday, Oct. 31. 
             Photo courtesy of NYBG 



1
1

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
    N

o
v

e
m

b
e

r
 1

-
7

, 2
0

1
3

                w
w

w
b

x
t

im
e

s
.c

o
m

3834 East Tremont Avenue, 
Bronx, NY 10465

718-409-1492

Serving Lunch and Dinner
Catering - Private Parties

Hours
Mon–Thurs 12PM–10PM

Fri & Sat 12PM–11PM

Sun 11AM–9PM

NOW 
OPEN!

TAVERNA
Greek and Mediterranean Cuisine
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Villa Maria Academy
presents its  61st  Annual Card Party

at the Villa Barone Manor

HOORAY
FOR HOLLYWOOD

$55 per person

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Two Bronx pols are 

taking a shot at making it 
harder for the borough’s 
minors to buy booze.

A new bill backed by 
Senator Jeff Klein and As-
semblyman Marcos Crespo 
incentivizes Bronx’s booze 
sellers to invest in elec-
tronic scanners that test 
for fake IDs. 

“In the 21th century, it 
is not acceptable for busi-
nesses not to have this 
technology,” Klein said at a 
press conference.

The verifi cation ma-
chines, which can cost up 
to $800, scan the bar code 
on the back of an ID to test 
for authenticity and check 
that a customer is of legal 
drinking age, which since 
1985 has been 21 years old 
nationwide.

Law-breaking liquor 
stores and groceries would 
have an option to purchase 
one of the scanners in lieu 

of paying their fi rst fi ne. 
First offenses for selling 
booze to minors ring in as 
high as $3,000, and further 
illegal sales can cost a re-
tailer up to $10,000 per vio-
lation.

The outcry comes on the 
heels of a sobering State Li-
quor Authority (SLA) sting 
operation that exposed 
the Bronx as the easiest 
place in the city for a mi-
nor to purchase alcohol. A 
third of the 76 licensed li-
quor stores and groceries 
charged with selling booze 
to minors were based in 
the Bronx, according to 
Gov. Cuomo’s offi ce. Most 
of them were small gro-
cery stores, or bodegas, li-
censed to sell beer but not 
hard alcohol.

The problem runs 
deeper than simply the use 
of fake IDs. The SLA’s un-
derage agents bought the 
booze with either their real 
ID cards or weren’t asked 

for identifi cation at all, 
said an SLA spokesman. 

Klein and Crespo are 

hoping that local busi-
nesses will cooperate with 
what they’ve dubbed the 

“Card Hard” campaign. 
The package of laws also 
gives liquor sellers the le-

gal right to confi scate fake 
IDs. 

“This sting highlights 
the fact that we need to do 
more to dry up the source 
of underage drinking,” 
Crespo said at the Wednes-
day, October 23 press con-
ference, held in front of one 
of the accused retailers, a 
Rite Aid at 1710 Crosby Av-
enue. 

Community leaders 
joined the legislators in 
the importance of keeping 
alcohol away from the ar-
ea’s youth.

“Those of us who are 
parents know that kids who 
use alcohol have health is-
sues, academic problems, 
and are at greater risk 
of being perpetrators or 
victims of violence,” said 
Frances Maturo, executive 
director of the Throggs 
Neck Community Action 
Partnership, adding, “ We 
can do better.”

Klein, Crespo back ‘Card Hard’ campaign

Assemblyman Marcos Crespo, State Senator Jeff Klein and community leaders proposed a bill crack-
ing down on fake IDs on Wednesday, October 23.

Bill would put cork in fake IDs
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40th PCT.
TUES, SEPT. 17th, 10:50 p.m. 

– Jackson Ave and East 138 St. 
The staff at Lincoln Medical Center 
treated the victims of a multi-vehicle 
accident.  A van reported crashed 
into two other vehicles. Ambulanc-
es from the Fire Dept.’s Emergency 
Medical Services responded to the 
crash site, treated the victims and 
transported the victims to the near-
est hospital. 

WED, SEPT. 18th, 12:35 p.m. 

– Brook Ave. and East 138 St. Po-
lice officers looking into a reported 
robbery ended up arresting both 
a crime victim and the attacker. A 
66 year old male was apparently 
robbed of his money by a 26 year 
old Hispanic male. The older man 
stabbed the original culprit in the 
neck with a knife. Authorities ended 
up arresting both persons. 

  41st PCT.
TUES, SEPT. 17th, 10:50 p.m. 

– 938 Intervale Ave. Authorities are 
looking into an incident where a male 
had been stabbed. The male victim 
was suffering from three wounds to 
the torso area when arriving at Lin-
coln Medical Center. Local detec-
tives are handling the inquiry.

42nd PCT.
SAT, SEPT. 14th, 2:00 a.m. – 

976 Tinton Ave. A dozen persons 
were arrested by police. During the 
incident a police officer was struck 
in the face by bleach. The injured 
police officer was transported to 
Lincoln Medical Center for treat-
ment. 

SAT, SEPT. 14th, 1:55 p.m. 

– 3706 Third Ave. Another T-Mo-
bile phone store was robbed by 
two masked males. Displaying two 
guns, the pair permitted two cus-
tomers to leave the store officials 
reported. The two culprits forced 
three employees into a back room. 
The unknown pair fled the store with 
four thousand dollars besides twen-
ty cell-phones and a mobile phone 
taken away from an employee. 

TUES, SEPT. 17th, 7:00 a.m. – 
830 Washington Ave. A 60 year old 
man was arrested after being found 
with a pistol. The Hispanic male had 
a 9-mm semi-automatic pistol in 
his possession officials indicated. 
The weapon was removed from 
the man’s control since he failed to 
have the proper license to own the 
weapon in NYC. The handgun was 
vouched as evidence for the pend-
ing trail.

43rd PCT.
SUN, SEPT. 15th, 2:20 a.m. – 

1247 Beach Ave. Police investiga-
tors are looking into a home inva-
sion. Two Hispanic male forced their 
way into the home removing an un-
known amount of money. 

SUN, SEPT. 15th, 5:10 a.m. – 
Bruckner Blvd. and Evergreen Ave. 
Police investigators are looking for 

the operator of a vehicle that left an 
accident scene. The vehicle struck 
a pedestrian, a 27 year old woman 
and drove away from the scene. The 
young woman had a fight with her 
boyfriend and was crossing the ser-
vice road when she was struck and 
killed by the black colored vehicle. 

WED, SEPT. 18th, 1:45 p.m. – 
Cross Bronx Expwy. and Beach Ave. 
Three persons were arrested after 
taking an I-pod from a victim. Re-
sponding police officers arrested 
the trio who used a simulated fire-
arm during the robbery. 

44th PCT.
SAT, SEPT. 14th, 2:15 p.m. – 

255 East 167 St. Authorities are 
looking for two armed male who 
robbed anther T-Mobile store. The 
unknown pair, both culprits armed 
with handguns, removed over a 
thousand dollars in cash in addition 
to over a dozen cell-phones. 

SAT, SEPT. 14th, 1-:20 p.m. – 
East167 St. and College Ave. Over 
a dozen teenagers were arrested 
by authorities charged with group 
assault. Officials arrested four girls 
and ten boys all between the ages of 
13 and 16 years after they attacked 
a female victim. The victim suffered 
from a fracture left arm. 

SAT, SEPT. 14th, 11:40 p.m. 

– 25 West 170 St. Police removed 
another pistol off of Bronx streets. 
This time officers were able to 
voucher a 9-mm pistol when they 
arrested a 25 year old Hispanic 
man. 

SUN, SEPT. 15th, 1:25 a.m. – 
Marcy Pl. and Jerome Ave. Another 
pistol was taken away from its own-
er for failure to properly license the 
weapon. The 9-mm handgun was 
vouched as evidence for the pend-
ing trail. A 24 year old Hispanic male 
was arrested.

MON, SEPT. 16th, 1:55 p.m. – 
Grant Ave. and East 169 St. A search 
was conducted for a vehicle taken 
at gun point. An unknown Hispanic 
male displayed a gun when he drove 
off in a new yellow Camaro. The 
only problem was that the vehicle 
belonged to another motorist. No in-
juries were reported.

MON, SEPT. 16th, 11:20 a.m. 

– Grand Concourse and East 153 
St. Police were called to the Metro 
North Train yard after a body had 
been discovered. Police investiga-
tors were informed that an MTA 
worker had discovered the body in 
the Mott Haven train yard. As the 
inquiry progressed, the Medical Ex-
aminer’s office indicated that the 51 
year old Hispanic man died of natu-

ral causes.  

45th PCT.
SAT, SEPT. 14th, 10:40 p.m. 

– 3242 Middletown Rd. Authori-
ties are looking into the death of a 
32 year old male. Detectives were 
called to the scene after the man 
was found hanging from a door on 
the second floor. 

TUES, SEPT. 17th, 9:30 a.m. 

750 Baychester Ave. Police offi-

cers responding to a reported as-

sault at a city educational facility 

arrested a government employee. 

It is charged that a correction offi-

cer assaulted a parking attendant 

at Lehman High School which is 

located in the Co-op City com-

munity. 

46th PCT.
SUN, SEPT. 15th, 10:10 p.m. – 

97 East 184 St. Detectives started 
an inquiry after learning about a 
stabbing. A 23 year old Hispanic 
man was transported to St. Barna-
bas Hospital after being stabbed 
twice in the chest. 

MON, SEPT. 16th, 10:15 a.m. – 
61 Buchanan Pl. A demolition team 
called officials after finding the re-
mains of three people. The private 
frame home was being demolished 
after a two-alarm fire made the 
structure unsafe to remain stand-
ing. Fire Marshals indicated that the 
blaze had been started by a candle.  

WED, SEPT. 18th, 3:15 a.m. – 
1754 University Ave. Officials are 
looking for the two culprits who 
robbed a 7-11 store. One of the cul-
prits who was wearing a ski mask 
robbed the neighborhood conniv-
ance store at gun point of an un-
known amount of money. 

WED, SEPT. 18th, 7:30 a.m. – 
West Burnside Ave. Authorities are 
looking for the culprit who robbed 
a woman as she withdrew money 
from an ATM. The bandit made 
off with one thousand dollars that 
the 53 year old woman had with-
drawn. 

WED, SEPT. 18th, 2:10 p.m. – 
2346 Grand Concourse. A search is 
underway for two males who robbed 
a store business mid-afternoon. The 
unknown pair at gun point made off 
with eight thousand dollars in cash 
from the local branch of Delgado 
Travel officials indicated. No injuries 
were reported. 

47th PCT.
MON, SEPT. 16th, 1:40 a.m. – 

4334 Edson Ave. Authorities were 
informed that three males forced 

their way into a home. The trio en-
tered through a back door investiga-
tors were told pointing a gun at the 
victims. Officials were told that the 
trio made off with jewelry and a sum 
of money.  Additional police officers 
were dispatched into the area after 
the culprits were seen heading to-
ward Baychester Ave.   

MON, SEPT. 16th, 2:50 a.m. 

– 4090 Boston Rd. Fire at the Su-
zuki dealership is being looked into 
by both police investigators and fire 
marshals. The victim, the vehicle 
dealership, has offered a reward for 
information leading to the arrest of 
the persons who were responsible 
for setting fire to over a dozen ve-
hicles. Officials believe that an in-
cendiary device was thrown over 
the fence torching the vehicles that 
were parked in an outside lot.

WED, SEPT. 18th, 9:45 a.m. – 
Boston Rd and Fish Ave. Fire per-
sons were arrested by police after 
having a dispute in the street. Addi-
tional police officers were needed at 
the scene in order to bring the situa-
tion under control.    

WED, SEPT. 18th, 8:30 p.m. – 
747 East Gun Hill Rd. Two unknown 
armed culprits preyed on a neigh-
borhood fast food store. The pair 
made off with two hundred dollars 
after robbing the local Subway’s. No 
injuries were reported.   

48th PCT.
SAT, SEPT. 14th, 2:20 p.m. 

– 2402 Arthur Ave. Police investi-
gators are looking for a male who 
robbed a Chase bank in the Belmont 
section. The unknown male culprit, 
believed to be Hispanic, passed a 
note to one of the tellers. The thief 
fled with six thousand dollars. No in-
juries were reported. 

49th PCT.
MON, SEPT. 16th, 6:15 a.m. – 

Van Buren St. and Morris Park Ave. 
Police investigators looked into an 
accident that sent a middle aged 
man to a hospital in critical condi-
tion. A livery cab struck a 45 year 
old Hispanic male. Suffering from a 
head trauma, the male victim was 
transported to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter. 

50th PCT.
WED, SEPT. 18th, 4:45 p.m. – 

West 260 St. and Fieldston Rd. A 
search was conducted for a culprit 
who car-jacked a taxi cab at gun 
point in North Riverdale. The bold 
gunman fled with the vehicle in 
mid-afternoon officials reported. A 

search of the area was fruitless. 

52nd PCT. 
SAT, SEPT. 14th, 3:25 p.m. – 

2455 Grand Ave. A 48 year old black 
male was transported to St. Barna-
bas Hospital. The male victim had 
been shot twice officials indicated. 
The man suffered from a wound to 
the right hand and another wound to 
the left leg. The victim was reported 
to be in stable condition. 

Housing
SAT, SEPT. 14th, 7:45 p.m. – 

1757 Story Ave. Police investiga-
tors are looking for two black males 
who robbed a delivery man. The 
unknown pair strong armed a food 
delivery man removing forty dollars 
from the victim.

SAT, SEPT. 14th, 7:50 p.m. 

– 1815 Story Ave. Police are look-
ing into an incident where a woman 
required medical aid. A 54 year old 
black woman was struck by a pellet 
gun officials reported. The incident 
produced a bruise to the female vic-
tim. Police officers from Housing’s 
PSA # 8 handled the initial incident. 

MON, SEPT. 16th, 8:30 p.m. 

– 1309 Washington Ave. Housing’s 
PSA #  7 police officers came to 
the aid of a teenager. A17 year old 
black male was shot in the groin 
area. The injured boy was trans-
ported to Lincoln Medical Center. 
Investigators from the 42nd Pct. 
Detective Squad working with the 
Housing Police officers determined 
that the wound was apparently 
self-inflicted.

TUES, SEPT. 17th, 2:40 p.m. 

– 345 East 153 St. Authorities are 
looking into an incident where at 
least five bullets had been fired. Po-
lice officers at the scene indicated 
that no one was injured, but there 
was property damaged. Detectives 
from the 40th Pct. Squad are work-
ing with Housing PSA # 7 police of-
ficers on this inquiry. 

Fire Log
SAT, SEPT. 14th, 6:13 a.m. 

– 2705 Colden Ave. A rookie fire-
fighter with four months out of the 
fire academy is following in the 
footsteps of his hero father who 
perished on 9-11 at Ground Zero 
made is first rescue according to 
officials. The fire was reported on 
the 5th floor of a six story dwell-
ing near Allerton Ave, less than a 
mile from Engine 62 and Ladder 
32’s station. Smoke was spotted 
by the fire units who were sever-
al blocks away responding to the 
building. Flames were dancing out 
of the windows as they arrived. 
Reports were being received in-
dicating that people were trapped 
throughout the structure. Ladder 
32’s officer, Captain Patrick Tracy, 
directed Firefighters Vincent Mu-
sacchio and Probby Ryan Black-
well to remain with him as the 
forcible entry team. The trio head-
ed to the burning apartment on the 

5th floor. The team forced the door 
open and were met by extreme 
heat and zero visibility with thick 
smoke from floor to ceiling. Using 
a water fire extinguisher Black-
well pushed the fire back into the 
kitchen as the three firefighters 
started to search the apartment 
on their hands & knees. Blackwell 
went off to the right along with the 
Captain. Blackwell was the first to 
find a middle aged woman in the 
hallway between the bedroom and 
the bathroom. Musacchio located 
a man in his 20’s in a bed room. 
Both unconscious victims were re-
moved to the public hallway where 
they were turned over to an ambu-
lance crew. The two victims were 
transported to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter where the wheel chair 24 year 
male expired from his injuries. The 
woman was reported to be in criti-
cal condition. Fire Marshals have 
determined that the fire was start-
ed by a refrigerator plug that was 
plugged into an extension cord.  

SAT, SEPT. 14th, 3:00 p.m. – 
1158 Taylor Ave. A fire that started 
in the building’s basement extend-
ed damaging other parts of a pri-
vate home. Firefighters from sev-
eral stations responded to battle 
the blaze. Engine 96 and Tower 
Ladder 54 from Story Ave. Engine 
64 and Ladder 47 from Castle Hill 
Ave, in addition to Engine 90 from 
White Plains Rd were the first to be 
called. Engine 45 and Battalion 18 
from West Farms station also an-
swered the call for help. Upon ar-
rival Tower Ladder 54’s crew indi-
cated that there were faced with 
a serious fire. Engine 96 crew 
stretched the hose line helping to 
keep the flames contained. Bat-
talion 18 reported using ‘all hands’ 
before firefighters were able to 
bring the blaze under control.

MON, SEPT. 16th, 10:15 p.m. 

– 3660 Waldo Ave. A fire was re-
ported in an apartment house in 
the Riverdale section near West 
236 Street. Smoke-eaters found 
the blaze on the 2nd floor of the 
eight-story high dwelling. Arriving 
on the scene were Engine 52 and 
Ladder 52, Engine 81 with Tower 
Ladder 46, Engine 95, and En-
gine 79. Squad 61, Rescue 3, Lad-
der 36 with Battalions 27 and 19 
under the command of Division 7 
were all assigned to the working 
fire. A hose line was stretched to 
battle the expanding flames as lad-
der crew started to conduct their 
searches. By 10:30 p.m., the fire 
was brought under control.

TUES, SEPT. 17th, 3:20 p.m. 

– 1030 Metcalf Ave. Another fire 
rocked the Sound View community 
damaging another private home. 
The fire was reported in a two story 
dwelling near Sound View Ave. and 
Watson Ave. The blaze apparently 
started on the first floor of the two 
story home. The incident command-
er requested an additional Engine 
Co and an additional Ladder Co. be-
fore the fire was darken down. By 
4 p.m. the fire was declared under 
control.
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Struggling schools
Dear editor,

A Yes Vote On Proposal #1 Is A Yes Vote For 
Our Schools, Our kids & Our Economy.

Let’s be honest: our schools are struggling.  
Our kids are sitting in crumbling classrooms, 
and if they are able to graduate at all (half of 
them aren’t), they are not prepared for college 
and careers.

Even worse, our schools aren’t failing all 
students equally: they are especially bad when 
it comes to educating minority and lower in-
come students. Only 28% of African-American 
and Latino boys who enroll in a New York City 
high school will graduate within four years. 
That graduation rate has not budged in the past 
decade, and we can’t expect it to while we, as a 
society, fail to prioritize our schools.

Our school districts are suffering from a 
funding crisis. New York City’s teachers are ded-
icated and hardworking, but they are not mira-
cle workers. They cannot teach a child to read 
without having a book for him to read. And right 
now, the New York State budget cannot spare the 
millions of dollars we need to properly fund our 
schools.

When the state can’t help out, the gaps in the 
New York City public school system budget tend 
to be fi lled by parents. At schools in higher in-
come areas, parents will do things like organize 
galas and auctions to raise money for the schools 
budget. The parents will fund supposed “non-es-
sentials” like a new textbooks or arts programs. 
But that model only works for schools with 
highly involved and wealthier parents. At other 
schools, no one steps in, budgets are slashed, and 
the students suffer.

Proposal #1 on the Nov.5 election ballot can 
help change that. It will bring $94.4 million each 
year to help fund New York City schools. That 
money will pay for teachers’ salaries, school sup-
plies, and special education. It will pay for fi eld 
trips and textbooks. That’s $94.4 million that will 
no longer have to be paid for out of our taxes.

There is no silver bullet that will fi x our 
school system for free. There are societal prob-
lems, such as poverty and unemployment, that 
make it incredibly hard for some students to 
perform at grade level. But more funding will 
make an immediate improvement in our school 
system.

Ask any parent, student, or teacher whether 
their public school could do a better job if it had 
just a few thousand more dollars, and I assure 
you they will say yes.

There’s $94.4 million here for the taking. Ev-
ery year, New Yorkers spend an estimated $1.2 
billion at casinos in other neighboring states and 
Canada. All we need to do to bring that money 
back to New York is to vote yes on Prop One.

The casinos want to come to New York. They 
know that casino gaming in New York State will 
build on our state’s existing top-notch tourism 
infrastructure. Our construction workers are 
eager to build world-class casinos. The business 
community, hoping to kickstart our sputtering 
economic, is just as welcoming.

And best of all, we get millions for the New 
York City school system. Better schools help ev-
eryone. A better public school system brings bet-
ter jobs, more equality, more investment, and a 

growing economy. The future of our economy 
lies in an educated and highly skilled work-
force.

In an economy still recovering from the 
Great Recession, we shouldn’t forget the pres-
ent, and Prop One certainly doesn’t do that. 
The New York State budget offi ce estimates that 
it will create 10,000 construction and perma-
nent jobs in the next two years. Many of them 
will be in upstate, close to the casinos, but they 
will cause a ripple effect that creates jobs down-
state.

A yes vote on Proposal #1 is a yes vote for our 
schools, our kids, and our economy.

Assemblyman Keith Wright

70th Assembly District, Harlem

Vet housing
Dear editor,

 I have read all the articles about the old 
“Pelham Bay General” now the Pelham Grand 
and the effort to house OUR VETERANS!

 PEOPLE! What better way to support 
and say “Thank You” to our troops and veterans 
than to help them get back to the life they put on 
hold when they volunteered to go to war and pro-
tect all of us?

 Soon after my nephew Army SSG 
Christian Engeldrum was killed in Iraq on No-
vember 29, 2004, the Korony American Legion 
Post announced their project “packages to the 
troops” would be in his memory.  Through the 
great generosity of this community with items, 
cash and supporting all the fund raisers, the 
American Legion Posts in our area were able to 
send over 4000 packages. We never stopped.  We 
could not do it without all of you.  

 When we get a new platoon I tell them 
about Chris and that I am adopting them all 
as my new nieces and nephews.  They write 
back “Dear Aunt Cathy, thanks for not forget-
ting us.”  Our last platoon in Afghanistan had 
no toilets or showers for 4 months, with 130 de-
grees during the day and 50 degrees at night! I 
emailed them almost every day and they never  
complained.  All of our lives went on uninter-
rupted. 

 When I visited Walter Reed Hospital 
they all thanked us for what we did but they are 
they ones to be thanked.

 Please, everyone, reconsider this loca-
tion for our Veterans.  If they were all together 
they would feel safe and know others had their 
“6”. Churches, schools, American Legion Posts, 
businesses, families and individuals could 
“adopt” a veteran.  

 To the landlord, Mr. Moujan Vadhat, I 
would like to say I am happy that you have been 
blessed to be in this position of wealth.  All of us 
have what we have because of these veterans 
and those still serving.  I don’t want you to give 
it all away (unless you want to) but please help.  I 
have found the more I give, the more I receive. I 
don’t know how to get in touch with you so I hope 
someone sends this to you. Let me know how I 
can help.

 Our troops are still there.  Please con-
tinue bringing items to St. Benedict’s Rectory, 
2969 Otis Ave. marked Cathy Praino/Troops. I 
thank you, and they thank you.

Catherine  “Aunt Cathy” Praino

Graceful exit
Dear community leaders, friends, and 

colleagues:

As some of you may have heard by now, I 
will be leaving the offi ce of Councilman Vacca. 
I have been offered and offi cially accepted a new 
position as the Communications Specialist of 
the Rent Stabilization Association (RSA). My 
last day in the Council Member’s offi ce will be 
Wednesday, November 6th.

I have had the privilege of being able to call 
Jimmy a friend for the last fi ve years. After I com-
pleted college as a journalist, I spent 13 months as 
reporter and editor at the Bronx Times Reporter 
when Jimmy offered me the wonderful opportu-
nity to be his Press Secretary for him in the New 
York City Council. The last two years here have 
been absolutely wonderful and I am indebted to 
Jimmy, Jeff Lynch, and my other colleagues who 
have been wonderful co-workers and mentors as 
I became a part of the Vacca team.

It has been an absolute privilege and pleasure 
to work with each and every one of you not only 
during my two years here as Press Secretary, 
but also during my tenure at the Bronx Times 
Reporter. The amount of information that I have 
learned and the wonderful experiences that I 
was able to take part in during my time here are 
irreplaceable and I thank you all from the bot-
tom of my heart.

Although I will no longer be working in the 
Bronx, I will continue to remain as actively in-
volved as possible not only with Council Mem-
ber Vacca, but with our community leaders and 
organizations. You have all become wonderful 
friends and colleagues over the years and I am 
indebted to your guidance and assistance over 
this time.

I will see and speak with some of you during 
my last week, but I just wanted to wish the best 
to you all. I hope everyone and their families en-
joys the upcoming holidays. Thank you all again 
and see you soon! All the best,

Vito Signorile

Diabetes
Dear editor,

 I am a Family Nurse Practitioner at Mon-
tefi ore Medical Center where I have had the 
privilege of serving Bronx residents for over a 
decade.

 During this period I have noted an alarming 
rate of diabetic patients coming into the Emer-
gency room.

 What has really alarmed me is that these 
patients seldom know how to handle their dia-
betes.

 I am so passionate about this overwhelming 
crisis that I found it mandatory to write this let-
ter. 

This is not merely to put the spotlight on me 
but to truly bring awareness to the public about 
this issue. 

Diabetes is prevalent throughout our bor-
ough and I want to make a positive impact in 
bringing attention to this matter as it striking 
the very young, middle aged residents as well as 
the elderly.

Marcia Scott-Hudson

Family Nurse Practitioner, Montefi ore 

Medical Center (Weiler Division)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
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(each includes french fries & cole slaw)
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*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subject to change without notice. Payments includes all dealer incentives - must qualify. Total payments/purchase option = Crosstrek: $7164/$14,626; Impreza: $5004/$12,070; Legacy: $5364/$13,091. Payments incl. all rebates to dlr. Leases 
based on 10k miles per year/15¢ per mile over. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear & maintenance. All Advertised vehicles require $2500 due at signing+$595 bank fee+1st month’s payment+tax & tags. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to qualify. Must take del. from dealers stock 
by 11/5/13. Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. All prices include manufactures rebate to dealer. Photos are for illus. purposes only. Not reps. for typo. errors. **While supplies last, limit one per person per household. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

888 290 0338
3201 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subject to change witho

$50VALUE
 2 

$25

Stk#6070S, 4dr, 4cyl, CVT auto, pwr/wind/steer/locks/ABS/mirrors, AM/FM/CD, all 
weather floor mats, cargo tray, remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise. MSRP $22,572. 
*Due at signing: $2500+$595 bank fee+$149 1st pymnt+tax & tags. Price Includes 
rebates. $500 dealer cash/$225 Lease cash. Subj. to primary lender approval.

$149$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

New 2014 Subaru

Legacy 2.5 AWD

Lease Per Mo. 36 Mos.
Stk#5279S, 5dr, 4cyl, CVT auto, pwr/wind/steer/locks/ABS/mirrors, AM/FM/CD, all 
weather floor mats, splash guards, rear bumper cover, bodyside moldings, remote key-
less entry, tilt, cruise. MSRP $24,378.*Due at signing: $2500+$595 bank fee+$199 
1st pymnt+tax & tags. Subj. to primary lender approval.

$199$$$$$$

New 2013 Subaru

XV Crosstrek  2.0 AWD

Lease Per Mo. 36 Mos.

NN

Stk#5286S, 4dr, 4cyl, CVT auto, pwr/ wind/steer/locks/ABS/mirrors, AM/FM/CD, all weather floor 
mats, remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise. MSRP $21,177. *Due at signing: $2500+$595 bank 
fee+$139 1st pymnt+tax & tags. Price Includes rebate. $800 dealer lease cash. Subj. to primary 
leander approval.

$139$$$$$$$$$$$$

New 2013 Subaru

Impreza 2.0 Prem. AWD

Lease Per Mo. 36 Mos.

Drive it for a day,
 Love it for life.

MileaSubaru.com

2013 6 Speed Manual and a RARE 
2014 Automatic Transmission AvailableBRZ/NEW  

SUBARUAvailable for immediate delivery.  
‘13 STK#5290S, ‘14 STK#6099S. See dealer for details.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Foodies may fi nd a new 

capital in the Bronx. 
There are so many 

dishes representing tastes 
and fl avors from different 
corners of the world for 
Bronxites and visitors that 
it deserves celebration.

 That was the message 
of boosters at a kick-off at 
Jake’s Steakhouse on Fri-
day, Oct. 25 for the Third 
Annual Savor The Bronx 
Restaurant Week.   

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr, Bronx Tourism 
Council executive director 
Olga Luz Tirado, Assem-
blyman Jeff Dinowitz, civic 
leaders and restaurant own-
ers all were thrilled to be at 
the Riverdale steakhouse to 
kick-off the celebration of 
Bronx food, which will run 
from Monday, Nov. 4 to Fri-
day, Nov. 15. 

For more information 
about more than 30 par-
ticipating restaurants and 

discounts during the cel-
ebration, patrons can visit 
savorthebronx.com.  

“Once again I would like 
to invite all New Yorkers 
and visitors with open arms 
to our beautiful borough 
to ‘Savor the Bronx,’” said 
Diaz. “During our offi cial 
restaurant week I strongly 
encourage both visitors and 
residents alike to try a new 
restaurant or return to a fa-
vorite. I am sure Bronxites 
and visitors from across the 
region will enjoy from a wide 
selection of restaurants that 
are sure to leave their taste 
buds craving for more.”

Borough restaurants 
participating cover a wide 
range of gastronomic de-
lights, including American, 
Caribbean, Chino-Latino, 
Peruvian, French, Healthy 
Alternative, Italian, Japa-
nese, Latin-American and 
Mexican cuisine, as well as 
seafood. 

Among them, the Bronx 

Ale House, The Hardrock 
Cafe at Yankee Stadium, 
Spoto’s, Tosca Cafe, Ha-
vana Cafe, and the Latin 
Kitchen. 

Also present at the 
kick-off event was Damian 

Brown, co-owner of Bronx 
Brewery, which produces 
Bronx Pale Ale year-round 
and seasonally fl avored 
beers. He said the company 
plans to open a brewery and 
tasting room in Port Morris 

early in 2014. 
The week is a showcase 

of the borough’s eateries. 
“In the Bronx we have so 

many great restaurants, we 
really don’t want our Bronx-
ites to go outside of the bor-

ough to eat when we have 
the best here,” said Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce 
president/CEO Lenny Caro, 
himself a restauranteur.  

“As a resturanteur, I feel 
that it always important for 
our people to come and en-
joy all the different cultures 
that are represented in our 
restaurants,” said Caro.  

BronxNet executive 
director Michael Max 
Knobbe, whose public-ac-
cess network produced the 
extremely successful Culi-
nary Adventures of Baron 
Ambrosia, called restau-
rant week a “clarion call” 
for people outside of the 
borough to come and expe-
rience the culinary delights 
of the borough. 

“The message is the 
Bronx is a destination for 
our neighbors here who 
know that this is a beauti-
ful place, but also people 
from outside of the Bronx,” 
said Knobbe.

Savor the Bronx Bronx Restaurant Week Kicks Off Nov, 4

Borough President Diaz, Bronx Tourism Council executive director Olga Luz Tirado, Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce CEO and president Lenny Caro, Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz taste steak at Jack’s Steak-
house at 6031 Broadway during the kickoff celebration.  by Patrick Rocchio 

Foodies: The Bronx is Up!
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BY DAVID CRUZ
Elected offi cials aren’t 

exactly known for their 
candor.  

But it was a different 
case with Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj speaking to a 
Morris Park group. 

In a rare move, the 
freshman pol unleashed 
an unrestrained, off-the-
cuff manifesto that railed 
against do-nothing Bronx 
legislators who commonly 
attend functions yet balk at 
leading. 

 His sobering speech 
was met with a round of ap-
plause at the Oct. 16 meet-
ing of the Morris Park Com-
munity Association.  

“You’re not holding us 
accountable or responsi-
ble,” said Gjonaj, captivat-
ing a socially-conservative 
blue collar crowd.

“We attend your dinner 
and you praise us like we’re 
the best thing since milk,” 
he noted. “We buy a jour-

nal, we don’t even use our 
money, we use your money 
to buy a journal at your 
event and you guys rave 
about the elected offi cials.”

Gjonaj veered from the 
talking points script at the 
15-minute mark after high-
lighting some of his accom-
plishments under his Gjonaj 
CARES program, which 
he privately funds.  But af-
ter highlighting the Inter-
national Food Festival he 
sponsored, Gjonaj blasted 
nameless Bronx legislators 
for creating a territorial di-
vide within the Bronx Dem-
ocratic machine.  

“They don’t realize that 
these boundaries we put 
up hurt us,” said Gjonaj.  
“Because once you remove 
them you realize that your 
backyard is my front yard 
we have more in common.”   

Uniting Against Is-

sues 

The Bronx’s larger is-
sues transcend state Assem-

bly, Senate and Congressio-
nal precincts, according 

to Gjonaj.  Many of them 
include the nagging un-

employment rate, rampant 
poverty and the city’s pol-
icy to cram the most home-
less shelters into the bor-
ough than any other part of 
the city. 

Gjonaj was quick, how-
ever, to praise specifi c local 
electeds.  

“This borough’s never 
had it better than it has to-
day from a political stand-
point,” said Gjonaj.  “You 
have Jeff Klein, the co-
leader of the State Senate.  
We have the potential to put 
Jimmy Vacca as the next 
Speaker of the City Coun-
cil.”  

Gjonaj also included 
Congressman Joe Crowley 
in the pool of positive pols.  

While Gjonaj’s candor 
surprised some MPCA 
members, he was later 
thanked for delivering a re-
freshing speech that hasn’t 
been heard in quite a while.  

“He’s at home in Morris 
Park,” said Al D’Angelo, a 

member of MPCA’s execu-
tive board.  “He wasn’t try-
ing to impress anyone.  He 
was telling it like it is.” 

Marking His Terri-

tory

His speech came just 
over a year after Gjonaj won 
the Democratic primary 
in the 80th Assembly Dis-
trict covering Morris Park, 
Pelham Gardens, Pelham 
Parkway, Van Nest, Aller-
ton, Bedford Park, Mosholu 
Parkway, and Norwood.  

Gjonaj, a successful Real-
tor, ousted veteran Assem-
blywoman Naomi Rivera, 
who hails from a powerful 
borough political dynasty. 

The incumbent Rivera 
ran into trouble during her 
re-election bid, with city 
and state investigators look-
ing into reports of nepotism 
at her district offi ce.  She 
was also considered aloof, 
showing only obligatory 
brief appearances at com-
munity functions.  

Calls out do-nothing pols for lack of leadership 

ASSEMBLYMAN MARK GJONAJ

Gjonaj delivers searing speech
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Signature:  _______________________________ 
Date:  _______________________

THROGGS NECK BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION’S
 18th Annual

5K Turkey Trot
In Memory of Geraldine Crowley-Crorkin

 

Saturday, November 23, 2013
 Registration at 10:00 a.m. - - - Race at 11:00 a.m.

Registration and Race at Orchard Beach
– Boardwalk and Running Path –

Check-in and start of the race will be located on the Boardwalk – near the Food Court
Race Route will be provided at check-in

 
Post Race Party at  “Thirty 3 Sixty 3”

3363 E Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 
 

Fees:  $30.00 Pre-Registration – Postmarked by November 13, 2013
$35.00 Registration – Day of Race

Fee includes Race, T-shirt and Post-Race Party

$20.00 Party Only (if you don’t race)
 

Please send this signed application and check to:
 

Throggs Neck Benevolent Association
P.O. Box 342, Throggs Neck Station 

Bronx, NY  10465 
If you have any questions or need further information, please email tnba342@aol.com

 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________Age: _______ Gender:  _______
Address: ____________________________________________City: ___________ State: ____Zip:_______
Telephone: (____)______________________  Email: ____________________________________________

 
In consideration of your accepting of this entry, I, the undersigned, intending to be legally bound, hereby, for myself, my heirs, executors and administrators waive and release any and all claims for damages 
against the Throggs Neck Benevolent Association (TNBA) and race sponsors and  their representatives, successors and assigns  for  any and all injuries, damages or illnesses suffered by me as a result of said 
event.  I attest and verify that I am physically fit and have sufficiently trained for the competition or that I or my heirs shall assume the risk of any injury or damages suffered by me in participating in the events 
of this race.  I also understand that and agree that the TNBA, their licensees, agents or assignees or any sponsor may subsequently use for publicity and for promotional purposes my name, likeness, and/or 
photographs, statements, videotapes, motion pictures and recording of me participating in  this  event (and any subsequent ceremonies related thereto) without any obligation or liability to me, or my heirs.  I 
also understand that the entry fees I pay are non-refundable.

Signature:  _______________________________ 
Date:  _______________________

DETACH BELOW AND RETURN WITH PAYMENT
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It’s time to pick up your 

American f lag and wave it 
proudly! 

The 29th Annual Bronx 
Veterans Day Parade in 
Throggs Neck will step off 
at noon from E. Tremont 
Avenue and Lafayette Av-
enue on Sunday, Novem-
ber 10. 

The parade route will 
turn at Randall Avenue 
and then make another 
turn onto Throggs Neck 
Expressway, with a re-
viewing stand at Bicen-
tennial Veterans Memo-
rial Park. 

The grand marshals 
for this year’s parade will 
be veterans advocate and 
author Johnnie Williams; 
Jim Connell, director of 
communications and gov-
ernment relations for the 
James J. Peters Veter-
ans Affairs Hospital, and 
Gene Lynch, founder of 
The Never Forget Founda-
tion. 

Gene Lynch .
Williams helps fellow 

Bronx veterans with ev-
erything from navigating 
the federal bureaucracy 
for benefits to helping 
them start a business. 

“I love it because this 
is what I really love to do, 
and even if they did not 
honor me, I would still do 
it, because that is what I 
love to do,” he said, add-
ing “I still think veterans 
should be treated better 
than they are.” 

Gene Lynch, a Throggs 
Neck native who is not 
a veteran, founded the 
Never Forget Foundation 
to help wounded vets and 
also remember 9/11 first 
responders. He created 
a portable Wall of Honor 
listing the names of ser-
vice members who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

He urged the public to 
come out to the parade 
“to acknowledge the vet-
erans for what they have 
done and continue to do 
for us.” 

This year’s honorary 

grand marshals - deceased 
service members - are Ted 
Hansen, Ken Champlin, 
Bobby Hoyt, Nick Mileo, 
and Charlie Baasch. 

“We are confident that 
turnout will be strong and 
we hope that it continues 
to increase,” the parade 
committee said in a state-
ment. “The support from 
the people of the Bronx 
makes us proud.” 

As he does every year, 
Senator Jeff Klein will 
host a pre-parade break-
fast for those marching 
and will be conferring ad-
ditional honors on veter-
ans.    JOHNNIE WILLIAMS 

29th Annual Vet Parade Nov. 10th

GENE LYNCH JIM CONNELL 

The annual Veterans Day remembrance at Peace Memorial Plaza will take place at 11 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 11.
 The event, at Williamsbridge Road, Esplanade and Pelham Parkway North, is hosted by the Knights of Columbus 

Mary Queen of Peace Council, Morris Park Community Association, and Morris Park Kiwanis International.
 Among events at the plaza, also known as Rudy Macina Memorial Plaza, will be a wreath laying for fallen sol-

diers, raising of the colors by members of veterans organizations, playing of taps, and a dedication of honor for past 
organizer of the event, Al Corcillo, followed by remarks by local dignitaries. 

Veteran’s Day at Peace Memorial Plaza
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For 2014, here are highlights of our in-network(2) benefits compared to Original Medicare.
 

Benefit 
 

Original 
Medicare(3) 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage without 

Rx (HMO-POS) 

Fidelis Medicare 
Advantage Flex 

(HMO-POS) 

 

*Fidelis Medicare $0 
Premium (HMO) 

Monthly Plan  
Premium (1) 

$104.90 $0 $37.20 $0 

Flex Benefit None None $500 per year $100 per year 
Part B Deductible $147 None None None 
PCP Copay 20% $10 $0 $15 
Specialist Copay 20% $20 $0 $25 
Outpatient Surgery in a 
Hospital 

20% $285  $285 $285 

Outpatient Surgery in an 
Ambulatory Surgical Center 

20% $285 $285 $285 

Lab Tests 0% - 20% 0%-20% 0%   0%-20% 
X-rays 20% $10 $10 $10 
Preventive Services $0 $0 $0 $0 
MRIs, CT Scans, PET 
Scans 

20% 20% 20% 20% 

Inpatient Copay $1,184 $285 per day for 
days 1-5,  

per admission 

$285 per day for days 
1-5, 

per admission 

$285 per day for days 1-5, 
per admission 

Part D Prescription Drug 
Coverage 

No No Yes, with $0 deductible 
for preferred and  

non-preferred generics 

Yes, with $0 deductible 

Preventive Dental  None None Yes Yes 

New Medicare plans for 2014!

Call 1-800-860-8707 (TTY: 1-800-558-1125)
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week from October 1 to February 14, and Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. from February 15 through September 30

Enroll anytime at fideliscare.org
The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply.
Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, premium and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 1 of each year. 1You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium.
2Out-of-network services may require more out-of-pocket expense than in-network services. Benefit restrictions apply. 3These are 2013 amounts and may change for 2014.

Fidelis Care is a health plan with a Medicare contract         H3328_FC 13097 CMS Accepted

The Benefits
You Care About...
Are Right Here.
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Thank you GuildNet.

Having a chronic illness can mean many changes 
– especially if your loved one is visually impaired. 
But one thing that doesn’t have to change is your 
doctor. With GuildNet’s long term care plans, 
your loved ones can keep their own doctors. 

Call GuildNet – we speak your language.

Call 888-722-4040
TTY 800-662-1220
or visit  
www.GuildNetNY.org

Dad kept his doctor, 
and his independence.

Our Mission
Since its founding in 

1899, Calvary’s mission 
has been to meet the physi-
cal, psychological and 
spiritual needs of patients 
and their families.  The 
nation’s only fully accred-
ited acute-care specialty 
hospital devoted to provid-
ing palliative care to adult 
advanced cancer patients, 
Calvary cares for more 
than 5,600 patients and 
families each year with 
inpatient and outpatient 
care, home care, hospice, 
nursing home hospice, 
care of complex wounds, 
and extensive support pro-
grams for adults, children 
and teenagers. Whether 
inpatients are at our 200-
bed Bronx campus or the 
25-bed Brooklyn satellite, 
they receive the same hall-
mark care.

Calvary and Yeshiva 
University’s affi liated 
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 

Theological Seminary (RI-
ETS) have collaborated on 
a pioneering initiative to 
provide observant Jewish 
families with the informa-
tion they need on the op-
tions available to them on 
end-of-life medical care.  
The objective is to give 
people the tools to make 
the right end-of-life deci-
sions in accordance with 
Halakha (Jewish law).  

Calvary@Home
In 1985, Calvary estab-

lished a Certifi ed Home 
Health Agency, for people 
with chronic and acute ill-
nesses who can be cared 
for at home.  It added a hos-
pice component in 1998, the 
nursing-home hospice pro-
gram in 2001, and grouped 
them under the name Cal-
vary@Home.  Under this 
umbrella, Calvary offers 
comprehensive care to pa-
tients at home who are suf-
fering from advanced can-

cer or other chronic and 
acute terminal illnesses.

Calvary offers home 
care in the Bronx, 
Queens, Manhattan and 
lower Westchester, and 
hospice services in the 
Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, 
Manhattan, Nassau, 
Westchester and Rockland 
counties.  It offers hospice 
services in more than 30 
nursing homes in Brook-
lyn, Manhattan, the Bronx 
and Westchester, Rock-
land, and Nassau counties.   
As needed, Calvary@Home 
can facilitate a seamless 
transition to becoming an 
inpatient at its Bronx or 
Brooklyn sites.

For more information, 
call (718) 518-2300 (Inpa-
tient) or (718) 518-2465 (Cal-
vary@Home).  To learn 
more, support the Calvary 
mission, or sign up for the 
e-newsletter, Calvary Life, 
please go to www.calvary-
hospital.org.

“A Continuity of Care “A Continuity of Care 
from Calvary Hospital”from Calvary Hospital”
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E“When my dad was suffering from pancreatic cancer, there was only one place 
that could relieve his pain – and ours, as well. Calvary Hospital. But dad’s wish 
was to die at home. And it was granted. Calvary Home Hospice provided dad 
with unrivaled comfort, compassion and love. He passed away with dignity and 
grace, with all of us with him. Calvary became part of our family. What could be 
better than that? Well, one year later, after years of dealing with severe medical 
issues, mom, also, needed the same Calvary care. So at the end of her life, Calvary’s 
expert staff was there, once again, for all of us. As a daughter whose parents 
gave her unqualifi ed love her entire life, there was no better way to return this 
love than with Calvary’s care. I feel doubly blessed that Calvary was in our lives.”

– Deborah DeGregorio 

“During their final days, 
Calvary gave both my mom and dad

the quality of life they deserved.”

Visit us today at www.calvaryhospital.org or call us at 718-518-2465.

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • www.calvaryhospital.org • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)



Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

The sounds of the coun-
try were heard in the Bronx 
this past month at Bronx-
wood’s Fall Festival. 

The festival is an annual 
tradition at Bronxwood, an 
assisted living facility ser-
vicing all areas of New York 
and Westchester, which 
brings the residents, their 
families and the greater 
Bronx community together 
to celebrate the changing 
of the seasons. This year’s 
event was a block wide ex-
travaganza of fun and ac-
tivities for all ages.   Atten-
dance topped 800 people!!!

Upon entrance the 
younger guests were de-
lighted to fi nd an infl atable 
castle alongside a pump-
kin patch. The excitement 
expressed by the visitors 
increased as they encoun-
tered the live petting zoo. 
The children (and adults) 
squealed with joy as they 
fed and interacted with lla-
mas, goats and other ani-
mals. 

The Festival’s entertain-
ment was enhanced by the 
participation of two world 

renowned performance 
artists. Fitzy Snowman, a 
pumpkin sculptor whose 
work has been featured on 
Good Morning America 
as well as CBS’s The Talk, 
spent the day fascinating 
the crowd with his unique 
and whimsical creations. 
Many of the guests were 
able to take these one of 
a kind works of art home 
with them after the show.

Up on the stage Jared 
Rydelek amazed the audi-
ence with his inimitable 
contortionist show. Jared, 
who has worked on HBO’s 
Boardwalk Empire, per-
formed an imaginative rou-
tine with one logic defying 
trick after the next.   

In addition to these re-
nowned performers, the 
Festival featured a live 
band playing today’s hits 
and yesterdays favorites, a 
clown, magician and a face 
paint artist for children of 
all ages.

What would a Festi-
val be without any food? 
Bronxwood staff mem-
bers proudly manned the 

many food stations set up 
throughout the party. In-
cluded among the smorgas-
bord of options were hot 
popcorn, cotton candy and 
hot pretzels. Bronxwood’s 
very own chef prepared hot 
dogs and fresh sweet corn 
on the grill. 

“The Festival is a 
chance for Bronxwood to 
give back to the community 
and a great opportunity 
for our residents to inter-
act with their families and 
neighbors” said Jacqueline 
Kreismann, Bronxwood’s 
Director of Marketing and 
Public Relations. “It’s great 
to see our residents with 
their children and grand-
children enjoying the day. 
Seeing the smiles on so 
many faces is a heartwarm-
ing experience for all those 
involved”

Bronxwood would like 
to thank our corporate 
sponsors: Gold Crest Care 
Center, Chem Rx pharmacy 
and Senior Care Ambu-
lance for helping make the 
event the success that it 
was. 

ADVERTORIAL

Fall Festival 
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
to make  
new friends.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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1468 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461
Tel 718-881-9200
Fax 718-231-8024 

www.bronxwood.com

Schedule a consultation and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

@ Experienced, warm and sensitive care for persons living in their own home
@ The only Bronx-based Home Care agency
@ Proudly serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and Nassau County
@ Professional, personalized and compassionate care 
@ Sensitivity to cultural and religious needs
@ Helping patients optimize their health, quality of life and sense of well being
@ Care is delivered under the direct supervision of a registered nurse
@ Grooming, hygiene, dressing, assistance with activities and housekeeping
@ Safe ambulation, medication reminders and incontinence care
@ Live-in and support services, nursing and therapeutic care
@ Respiratory Therapy, Audiology and Traumatic Brain Injury
@ Nursing Home Transition and Diversion Waiver
@ Multi-lingual Home Health Aides (HHA’s) and Personal Care Aides (PCA’s)
@ Nurse on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
@ Employee verification phone line
@ Licensed by N.Y. State Department of Health
@ Medicare, Medicaid, private pay and private insurance accepted

Perfect for
Bronxwood Home Care

Not ready
to leave his
own home.

Ready
to meet 
new friends.
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The Wicked Wolf
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

$14.95Delivery Service 
Available

10
PLASMA TVs

FRIDAY , SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

DJ’S

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

Sunday Brunch

FRESH FRUITS,  FRESHLY BAKED CROISSANTS, 
BAGELS, MUFFINS, DANISH AND ROLLS SCRAM-
BLED EGGS, EGGS BENEDICT, BACON, IRISH SAU-

SAGE AND HOMEFRIES, PANCAKES, FRENCH 
TOAST, QUICHES, CHICKEN STIR FRY, CARVING 

ROAST AND DESSERTS SERVED WITH 1/2
PITCHERS OF BLOODY MARY’S OR MIMOSA’S

15.95
BOOK YOUR EVENT  OR HOLIDAY PARTY

EARLY AT THE WICKED WOLF

WATCH ALL THE
NFL GAMES

WITH SALLY & FLANBO
SPECIAL “BAR” PACKAGES AVAILABLE

20¢ WINGS

MONDAY NIGHT TICKET
HARRY (DANNY) BOYLE AND EMER

20¢ WINGS

The Wicked Wolf
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USE IT OR YOU’LL LOSE IT. 
The year is almost over and any flexible spending 
account (FSA) funds you haven’t used by the end 
of December will be gone for good. 

2 FOR $99
EYEGLASSES 
through November*

No-line bifocals $35 more per pair. 
Single vision, clear scratch-resistant lens and any frame up to $120.

We accept thousands of vision care plans. Call today for your annual eye exam or bring in your Rx. *Complete pair purchase required. Both 
pair must be for same prescription and customer. Some exclusions may apply. Additional charge may be applied for strong Rx. Bifocals and/
or progressives, specialty lenses and lens options are additional. **Contact lenses not available in AR and RI. Valid prescription required. See 
optician for details. Cannot be combined with any other offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Void where prohibited by law. 
Frame selection may vary by store location. Eye exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. 
Offer ends 12/7/13. 

Biggest Contact Lens        
         SALE of the Year!**

20% OFF ALL CONTACT LENSES
Limited Time Only! Offer ends November 30th. 

Call 1-877-jcpeyes or visit jcpenneyoptical.com

Bay Plaza Shopping Center (718) 862-9419

Buying or Refinancing a Home?

Established 1863 � Member FDIC �
www.applebank.com

Get $1,000 at Closing and Other Benefits
with Your Residential Mortgage

TOTAL $1,300 VALUE� with any Apple Bank Residential Mortgage
��Get a Check for $1,000 at Closing
��NO Application Fee - Save $300
�

NEW! LOANS UP TO 95% LOAN-TO-VALUE NOW AVAILABLE

CHOOSE THE PROGRAM that Meets Your Needs
��SONYMA Low Interest Rate Program
��Affordable Mortgages for Low and Moderate Income Homebuyers
��Co-op Loans*
��75-Day Rate Locks on Adjustable Rate Loans
��60-Day Rate Locks on Fixed Rate Loans

To learn more, call us toll free at 1-888-883-0464 today!

All programs are subject to change without prior notice. Advertised offers cannot be combined with other 
offers. This offer does not apply to Home Equity Loans. Apple Bank is not responsible for typographical er-
rors. Rates may vary based on property type, use, purpose and other factors. Loans over 80% loan-to-value 
require mortgage insurance.  Mortgage insurance payments are the responsibility of the borrower.  Loan 
rebate cannot exceed closing costs. *Co-op loans not available in CT or NJ.  Other terms and conditions 
apply. To receive this offer, this ad must be presented to an Apple Bank representative.  NMLS #446713.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A new supermarket of-

fering quality inexpensive 
groceries has made its way 
to a neighborhood in dire 
need of good eats on a bud-
get.

South Bronx shoppers 
lined up Monday, October 
28 for their fi rst glimpse in-
side Aldi, Melrose’s newest 
bargain supermarket.

The German-owned re-
tailer opened its doors on 
Third Avenue and E.155th 
Street at a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, with store of-
fi cials saying they are 
thrilled to service a rela-
tively poor area with high 
foot traffi c, just a few 
blocks north of the central 
HUB shopping district. 

“People were used to 
shopping here,” said Bruce 
Persohn,  a vice president 
of Aldi USA. “A grocery 
store in this area is not a 
foreign idea.”

The Melrose store is Al-
di’s second expansion into 
the Bronx, following its 
2011 opening of a store on 

Gun Hill Road in the east 
Bronx.

 The discount grocer 
keeps its prices low by pro-
ducing and distributing 
many of its own brands. 

David Livingston, a su-
permarket analyst with 
DJL Research, said the 
store’s model of effi ciency 
is at the forefront of the su-
permarket scene.

 Aldi is stocked with just 
1,400 items at a time, incen-
tivizes customers to bring 
reusable bags and does not 
allow shopping carts off 
the premises.

“It doesn’t matter where 
they come in,” said Liv-
ingston, “no one can beat 
them on price.”  

That could spell trouble 
for the area’s existing su-
permarkets, including a 
Pioneer Supermarket a few 
blocks south on Melrose 
Avenue.

“We canvassed the 
area,” said Persohn, “and 
we’re confi dent our savings 
will hold true in this neigh-
borhood.” 

“I would defi nitely come 
in here,” said Christina 
Slack, as she brandished 
a sturdy wooden stirring 
spoon on sale for $3.99. 

“Look at this spoon!” 
she exclaimed. “Look how 

strong it is. It’s so thick and 
nice.”

Slack said she normally 
heads out of the borough 
to buy fresh groceries, go-
ing to 125th street in Har-
lem, or up to New Rochelle 

or White Plains to do her 
shopping.

“You normally always 
get junk in the Bronx,” she 
said, “but I like this place – 
and so cheap!” 

Jose Santiago, who lives 

on E. 138th Street, said the 
box of cereal in his Aldi 
shopping cart cost half as 
much as it would at his reg-
ular supermarket. 

“We need more places 
like this, where we can 
save money,” he said. 

Melrose’s Aldi is the 
fi fth supermarket the com-
pany has opened in New 
York City, Persohn said. 
The German company has 
over 1,200 locations nation-
wide, and is owned by the 
same parent company that 
owns Trader Joe’s.

The new store hired 20-
25 employees, Persohn said. 
Entry cashiers make just 
over $12 per hour and store 
managers make around $25 
per hour, he said.

Persohn said he was 
confi dent the new store 
would thrive.

“The great things about 
Aldi is that interest really 
transcends income levels,” 
he said. “People are al-
ways interested in saving 
money.”

          Dalitso Chapema, the new store’s manager, cut the ribbon Monday, October 28 at Aldi, Melrose’s 
new bargain supermarket option. Photo by Diana Boschen 

Aldi Supermarket opens in Melrose
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GRAND
OPENING

FAST! FREE DELIVERY!

ORDER ONLINE AT
MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

Football Specials
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
New 52nd Precinct Com-

manding Offi cer Nilda Hof-
mann missed the precinct’s 
10th annual Community 
Council Fellowship Recog-
nition breakfast on Friday, 
October 25.

But the gathered crowd at 
Monroe College in Fordham 
couldn’t blame her. 

As the Five Two honored 
its police offi cers of the year 
and praised the community 
for staying active, the 23-year 
veteran was in Lower Man-
hattan at 1 Police Plaza  get-
ting new gold eagles pinned 
on her uniform shoulders to 
newly promoted full inspec-
tor’s rank.

The 23-year police vet-
eran moved up from the 
ranks from Deputy Inspec-
tor to Inspector, a move that, 
knows well, having shed the 
silver olive branch Deputy 
Inspector medal for his own 
gold eagle a few years back.

“When One Police Plaza 
calls, you gotta answer,” 
said the precinct’s former 

commander, Inspector Jo-
seph Dowling. “ It takes a lot 
of work. She deserves it.”

The newly minted In-
spector Hofmann will be 
put to the test in the coming 
months. 

Hofmann’s top goal of  
slowing down shooting inci-
dents in the area could prove 
diffi cult.

 The precinct, which cov-
ers Bedford Park, Fordham, 
Kingsbridge, Norwood and 
University Heights, has en-
dured a 66% uptick in shoot-
ing incidents, and 38% in-
crease in shooting victims 
so far this year.

 Friday’s breakfast was 
delayed by an early morn-
ing shooting incident at 
Rochambeau Avenue and E. 
206th Street in which shots 
were fi red at police.

The night before, a 
17-year-old high school stu-
dent was fatally shot in the 
face on Jerome Avenue.

“We’ve had some out-
side people coming into our 
neighborhood with some 

violence, which we are ad-
dressing,” said Dowling.  

At the breakfast, a num-
ber of  offi cers were recog-
nized for their achievements, 
including Offi ce James Car-
ron, who was honored as 
Cop of theYear for nabbing 
a bank robber minutes after 
the crime.

From his post on E. Ford-
ham and Grand Concourse, 
waiting for backup, Carron 
saw a man matching the de-
scription of the robber walk-
ing in his direction.

The man was covered in 
the red dye from an explod-
ing red dye pack in the sto-
len moneybags. 

“It was very simple,” 
Carron said. “ Just being in 
the right place at the right 
time.” 

Former community coun-
cil president Sallie Caldwell, 
who handed over the reins 
to her daughter Brenda 
Caldwell-Paris, said “We feel 
that we’ve really brought the 
community together.”

The FiveTwo’s top cop of the year is Police Offi cer James Carron (left), who was honored by his old 
boss Inspector Joseph Dowling on Friday, October 25 at Fordham’s Monroe College. Photo by Ben Kochman

Up the ranks for new 52 C.O.
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1 City Island Road, Pelham Bay Park, NY 10464
(718) 885-1129  www.turtlecovegolfcenter.com

Come and visit the NEW  
Turtle Cove Golf & Baseball Center

 Private Golf Lessons  Driving Range  
 Golf Fitness Program  Latest Advanced Technology  

 Junior Golf Camp  Heated and Covered Stalls  
 State of the Art Batting Cages  Miniature Golf  

 Pro Shop  Mini Golf Parties  Networking Functions  
 Tented Party/Event Area 

OPEN YEAR ROUND
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“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

BETTER GAS MILEAGE
LONGER TIRE LIFE

IMPROVED HANDLING
DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED  
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Belmont Commons is pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted for 31 
affordable housing rental apartments now under construction at 499 East 188th Street in the 
Belmont section of the Bronx. This building is being constructed through the Low-Income 
Rental Program (LIRP) of the New York City Department of Housing Preservation and 
Development and the Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program (SLIHC) of the New York State 
Housing and Community Renewal (HCR). The size, rent and targeted income distribution for the 
31 apartments are as follows: 

# Apt.  
Available 

Apartment  
Size 

Household 
Size* Monthly Rent** Total Annual Income Range***  

Minimum - Maximum 
3 Studio 1 $758 $27,909 – $36,120 

13 1 Bedroom 1 
2 $811 $29,795 – $36,120 

$29,795 – $41,280 

9 2 Bedroom 
2 
3 
4 

$977 
$35,555 – $41,280 
$35,555 – $46,440 
$35,555 – $51,540 

6 2 Bedroom 
2 
3 
4 

$1,250 
$44,915 – $55,000 
$44,915 – $61,850  
$44,915 – $68,700 

* Subject to occupancy criteria 
** Includes gas for cooking 
*** Income guidelines subject to change 

Qualified applicants will be required to meet income guidelines and additional selection criteria. 
Households may elect to submit an application by one of two methods: EITHER online OR by 
mail. To submit your application online now, please visit NYC Housing Connect at 
www.nyc.gov/housingconnect and select “Apply for Housing.” All online applications must 
be submitted by December 2, 2013. To request an application by mail, please mail a self-
addressed envelope to: Belmont Commons, 555 Bergen Avenue, Third Floor, Bronx, NY 
10455. All mailed applications must be returned by regular mail only (no priority, certified, 
registered, express, overnight or oversized mail will be accepted) to a post office box number that 
will be listed on the application, and must be postmarked by December 2, 2013. Applications will 
be selected by lottery; applicants who submit more than one application will be disqualified. 
Disqualified applications will not be accepted. A general preference will be given to New York 
City residents. Eligible households that include persons with mobility impairments will receive 
preference for 5% of the units; eligible persons that include persons with visual and/or hearing 
impairments will receive preference for 2% of the units. Current and eligible residents of Bronx 
Community Board 6 will receive preference for 50% of the units; and eligible City of New York 
Municipal Employees will receive a 5% preference. 

 
No Broker’s Fee. No Application Fee.  

 
ANDREW M. CUOMO, Governor 

MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG, Mayor 
 

RUTHANNE VISNAUSKAS, Commissioner - NYCHPD 
DARRYL C. TOWNS, Commissioner / CEO - NYSHCR 

www.nyc.gov/housingconnect 
 

 

      
    

BY DAVID CRUZ
Maintaining an eye for 

customer service has been 
optometrist Annette Con-
tento’s secret to her suc-
cess.  

It’s one reason why her 
clinic, Eye Care Unlimited 
in Morris Park, is now cel-
ebrating its 20th anniver-
sary.  

Opening a practice back 
in 1993 was certainly daunt-
ing for Dr. Contento, who 
shares her passion and 
business with her husband, 
fellow optometrist and eye 
surgeon, A.J. Contento. 

 The pair met at SUNY 
State College of Optometry, 
or as they like to call it, “eye 
school.” 

He normally works 
alongside co-owner Dr. 
Evan Kaplan at the Crosby 
Avenue store in Pelham 
Bay, which hit its 20-year 
mark in 2012. 

But it wasn’t long before 
demand drove the Conten-
to’s to expand to 1086 Mor-
ris Park Ave.  The satellite 
clinic boasts an exam and 

pre-testing room featuring 
several sophisticated eye 
machines and a myriad of 
frames. Contact lenses are 
also available at the shop in 
Morris Park, where clinics 
were scant until the Con-
tento’s arrived.  

“They needed a neigh-
borhood professional fam-
ily practice.  That was lack-
ing,” recalled Contento, a 
soft-spoken professional 
living with her husband in 
Country Club.   

She does remember 
“growing pains” in the fi rst 
year, small business turmoil 
that was eventually man-
aged.  But customer service 
stood at the forefront, even 
as skeptical patients consis-
tently asked to see the “man 
doctor,” instead of a female 
optometist.  

“I was just very confi -
dent and assertive, and now 
they respect me and ask for 
me,” said Contento, who bal-
ances a busy 21-year career 
with being a mother of four. 

She shares her moth-
erly instincts with her 

loyal group of staffers, an 
extended family of sorts 
who all follow the creed of 
keeping attuned to patient 
needs. 

“We’re not just a busi-
ness,” said Megan Gilchrist, 
the in-house optician.  “We 
ask people how’s their fam-
ily, how they’re doing.  And 

people know us in the neigh-
borhood.”  

Sofi ja Ulaj serves as the 
offi ce manager, often work-
ing the phones to ensure 

regular clients are taken 
care of.  

“We put ourselves in 
our patient’s shoes,” said 
Ulaj, known to help patients 
track down their insurance 
policy.  “We call three or 
four insurance companies.” 

“I don’t know anyone 
who does that,” added Gil-
christ. 

The clinic’s optometric 
assistant, Nezika Meme-
doska, has also seen that 
trait pay off, since many 
simply “keep coming back.”  

But going the extra mile 
has served as an added in-
centive for customers to 
return, as Dr. Contento no-
tices.  

“They got to take that 
extra step to become our 
patient,” said Dr. Contento, 
referring to her staffers.  
“So it’s my job to keep them 
here, and I think I’m doing 
a pretty good job.”  

Eye Care Unlimited in 
Morris Park is open Mon-
day through Saturday with 
varying store hours.  Their 
number is 718-892-7000. 

Customer service is in the eye of Eye Care Unlimited, celebrating 20 years.  Dr. Annette Contento 
(second from left) stands with loyal staffers (l-r) Megan Gilchrist, Sofi ja Ulaj and Nezika Memedoska. 
Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Eye Care Unlimited celebrates 20 years 
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Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

AFFORDABLE CREMATION & BURIAL PACKAGES

PRE-ARRANGED AND PREPAID SERVICES

LARGE PARKING FACILITY

www.chfuneraldirectors.net

Family Owned for 80 Years

Thomas Guido
Funeral Director

George Farr
Funeral Director

adult.degree@lehman.cuny.edu 
(718) 960-9666 

Affordable. Convenient. Flexible.
Lehman College’s Adult Degree Program  
can accelerate your path to graduation.

Together we can make your dream of a degree a reality.

FROM DEGREES  
TO JOBS

LOOKING TO ADVANCE IN  
OR SECURE YOUR JOB?

OPEN HOUSE: NOVEMBER 9, 2013

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
It is time to get your 

Irish spirit ready. 
Bronx Division 3 of the 

Ancient Order of Hiberni-
ans is holding its annual 
dinner and awards cer-
emony at Maestro’s Cater-
ers on Sunday, Nov. 3 from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

This year’s awards din-
ner will honor John Dun-
leavy, chairman of the New 
York City St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade; NYPD Chief Tom 
Purtell, an east Bronxite 
charge of the Organized 
Crime Control Bureau; As-
semblywoman Catharine 
Nolan, and James Organ, 
aide to past three gover-
nors. 

“They are honored be-
cause all four have accom-
plished a great deal in their 
working lives,” said Divi-
sion 3 president Bob Nolan. 
“They are exemplary among 
residents of New York City 
and among the Irish.”

The funds raised at the 
dinner will be used to pro-
vide partial-scholarships for 

eight Irish Catholic students 
who are entering Catholic 
high schools. The scholar-
ships provide $250 in tuition 
assistance, said Nolan. 

Grammar school princi-
pals chose the winners, and 
local schools participating 
in previous years include 
St. Clare of Assisi, St Fran-
cis Xavier, St. Theresa, Our 
Lady of Assumption, Villa 
Maria Academy, St. Bene-
dict, St. Frances de Chan-
tal, and St. Mary Star of the 
Sea, he said. 

In addition, Division 3 
also supports the Theodore 
Korony American Legion 
Post #253 Holiday Toy Drive 
and this year helped fami-
lies dealt a blow by Hurri-
cane Sandy in Queens and 
Brooklyn. 

•Bronx native Dunleavy 
has been the parade chair-
man for 20 years after hold-
ing several previous posi-
tions with it as the parade 
celebrated its 251st anniver-
sary this past March 17th. 
Born in Coole, Co. West-
meath in 1938, he came to 

the U.S. in 1963. He joined 
the Manhattan and Bronx 
Surface Transit Operat-
ing Authority, a part of the 
transit authority, as a bus 
operator, retiring in 1990 as 
a General Superintendent.

•Nolan represents the 
37th Assembly District in 
Queens County, which in-
cludes Sunnyside, Ridge-
wood, Long Island City, 
Queensbridge, Raven-
swood, Astoria, Woodside 

and Maspeth. She was fi rst 
elected to the Assembly in 
1984. Speaker Sheldon Sil-
ver appointed her chair of 
the Assembly’s Committee 
on Education in 2006, where 
she has spearheaded efforts 
to achieve class size reduc-
tion, universal pre-k, mid-
dle school initiatives and 
improve high school gradu-
ation rates. 

•A public servant for 36 
years, Organ served vari-

ous posts in the city, state 
and federal governments. 
In 1982, he was appointed by 
then Governor Hugh Carey 
as assistant commissioner 
of labor. He later served as 
an aide to former Assembly-
man Steve Kaufman, and 
as senior director of real 
estate at Off Track Betting. 
He is currently involved in 
real estate sales. 

•Purtell joined the NYPD 
more than 30 years ago and 

ran Patrol Borough Bronx, 
the Emergency Service 
Unit and Patrol Borough 
Manhattan South, and is 
currently in charge of the 
department’s Organized 
Crime Control Bureau. 
Purtell has won numerous 
medals and awards. 

To learn more about the 
dinner or the AOH organi-
zation, please email Nolan 
at Nolanbxbp@hotmail.
com. 

Bronx Hibernians honor four Nov. 3

JOHN DUNLEAVY TOM PURTELL CATHARINE NOLANJAMES ORGAN
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A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY
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www.bxtimes.com

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.
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HBORHOOD - YOUR NEW
S ®

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO AND 
DAVID CRUZ 

Homeowners facing 
an onslaught of repair 
bills from Hurricane 
Sandy may find some re-
lief in the Build it Back 
program, and several 
other city and private 
initiatives. 

As an extended dead-
line for the city program 
that distributes federal 
dollars from the U.S. 
Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment earmarked for re-
lief from the approached 
on Thursday, Oct. 31, 
Senator Jeff Klein’s of-
fice reached out to hom-
eowners who had not yet 
signed up. 

A Klein spokes-
woman said a hundred 
homeowners were no-
tified they may be eli-
gible for benefits under 
the program, with many 
responding to the let-
ter and follow-up calls. 
“Helping homeowners 
and businesses rebuild 

after Superstorm Sandy 
has been one of my top 
priorities this year,” 
said Klein. “Whether 
it’s helping institutions 
like Tony’s Pier rebuild 
or helping homeowners 
get a timely reimburse-
ment from their insur-
ance company, my office 
has been hands-on every 
step of the way.”

Klein added that his 
office is now working 
with those homeown-
ers who qualify for the 
Build it Back program 
“to make sure they get 
the funding they need 
and deserve.”

A representative from 
the Build it Back pro-
gram spoke at a general 
meeting of Community 
Board 10 in September, 
explaining that their 
goal was to distribute 
a “pot” of money from 
HUD. 

He explained that the 
program covered houses, 
co-ops, condo, and multi-
ple-family dwellings.

The funding, how-
ever, only covers re-
pairs to the structure 

of houses, and not such 
things as decks, docks, 
and seawalls. 

Tony Macchia, 67, a 
waterfront homeowner 
on Tierney Place in Lo-
cust Point who quali-
fied for the Build it 
Back said it will help 
him replace the roof on 
his house. 

“We put back ev-
erything [on the roof] 
temporarily for now, 
because the new roof 
and underside will cost 
about $15,000,” he said, 
adding that he also lost 
a dock from Sandy. 

He did not have flood 
insurance because 
his home does not get 
flooded, but luckily he 
was able to obtain relief 
from the Federal Emer-
gency Management 
Agency. He has been liv-
ing there for more than 
60 years. 

“We were very lucky 
that the interior of the 
house withstood the 
storm,” he said. “We 
lost all of our property 
ten feet back from the 
waterfront.” 

As an additional part 
of the city’s recovery ef-
fort, the Mayor’s Fund, 
with support from the 
American Red Cross 
and the Robin Hood 
Foundation, created a 
home repairs program 
to help non-structurally 
damaged properties. 

That program is be-
ing administered by the 
Mayor’s Office of Hous-
ing Recovery Opera-
tions and is managed by 
Neighborhood Revital-
ization NYC.

 The Department of 
Housing Preservation 
and Development and a 
group of 16 foundations 
and institutions known 
as NYC Housing and 
Neighborhood Recov-
ery Donors Collabora-
tive have also secured 
$3.2 million in private 
funding to help vulner-
able communities and 
low to moderate income 
people with a range of 
initiatives, according to 
the city. 

City Build Back program helping Sandy vics

Edgewater Park couple Nelson and Sharon DeGracia stare at a gap-
ing hole on their fl oor where their bed once was.  File Photo 

ALLIED APPRAISAL COMPANY
REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS

Valuation, matrimony, estate and wills,  
mortgage financing, taxation

NYS CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Kenneth V. Wolf
VOICE:  FAX: 718-863-8462
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Thursday and Friday, Oct. 31st & Nov. 1st  3:00pm – 8:00pm
Saturday, Nov. 2nd  9:00am – 5:00pm

Monday thru Wednesday, Nov. 4th - 6th 3:00pm – 8:00pm
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APARTMENTS

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

$405,000 $399,000$175,000

SCOVOTTI REAL ESTATE

$679,999

SCOVOTTI 
REAL ESTATE

PELHAM FAMILY DENTAL ARTS
www.pelhamfamilydentalarts.com

914.738.3606
“ Your Smile Is Our Art “

Providing the Highest Quality Dental Service in Westchester County

Participating in most
dental insurance plans.

If you do not have
insurance coverage, we 
offer 20% courtesy
discounts on most
procedures with this ad.
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STRAIGHTENING
We provide High tech straightening to 
back to near factory standards

WELDING
High quality TIG Welding for your 
wheel cracks needs

SAND BLASTING
High quality method for 
surface preparations

REFINISHING/RECONDITIONING
High Quality fi nihes with our state of the art CNC 
Lathe and Computerized Color Matching Equipment

POWDER COATING
Custom Colors and texture to
make your wheels stand out

ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR

24/48-Hour
Turnaround Service

Full Service
Reconditioning and

Straightening Services
Provided

We Stock Factory
OEM Wheels

FREE Pick-up
and Delivery

Follow Us On

Facebook

Ask For Our Lease Return Specials.
Don’t Get Over Charged By The Dealer

ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042
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THANK-A-VET EVENT

The 4th annual Thank-A-Vet boat outing set sail on Sunday, Sept. 22 at at the Harlem and Hugenot 
Yacht Clubs in City Island. Over 100 veterans hit the seas in the morning. The event was started by
The International Order of The Blue Gavel as a way to thank veterans for their service. The veterans 
got a visit from Assemblyman Mike Bendedetto, who gave a small speech over lunch. 
 Photo courtesy of Judy A. Lanci

NATIVITY OF OUR BLESSED LADY SCHOOL

Students, teachers, family members, alumni 
and neighbors packed the Nativity of Our 
Blessed Lady School as it celebrated its 60th 
anniversary on Sept. 26. The event kicked off 
with a mass held at Nativity Church on E. 233rd 
Street , where Bishop Gerald Walsh was among 
those who celebrated. Festivities continued 
at the Nativity School on Dyre Avenue, in the 
school auditorium, where students and par-
ents engaged in a variety of activities. 
Nativity of Our Blessed Lady School has served 
the East Bronx community since 1953. It is dedi-
cated to the education of all children based on 
Christian principles regardless of race, color, 
nationality or ethnic origin.

Proud mom Tasha Durrant posed with her 
daughters Amber and Amanda.
 Photo by Alex Belisle

LUCCHESE FUNERAL HOME FLOAT
Joseph Lucchese, owner of the Lucchese Funeral Home in Morris Park made a splash at the Bronx 
Columbus Day Parade, standing atop this fl oat with his family in tow. Photo by Patricio Robayo 

LOCUST POINT CIVIC ASSOCIATION CLEAN UP

It took a storm to get The Locust Point Civic Association’s building on Tierney Place fi xed up nice. The 
association hosted a Clean Up Day on October 12. Thanks to a grant from the Citizen’s Committee for 
New York City, the group purchased brand new gardening supplies, top soil and mulch and had money 
left over for food and beverages. 

Cindi Virello does her part fi xing up the Locust Point house. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co
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A YEAR LATER

SUPERSTORMSUPERSTORM
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city, was largely spared, 
with landlocked commu-
nities mainly experienc-
ing 65 MPH winds.  

But it doesn’t erase 
the fact that the storm 
left thousands of hom-
eowners in the dark for 
days, weeks of gas lines 
and several months of 
removing downed trees, 
repairing basements and 
wrangling with insur-
ance companies.  

The pain of rebuild-
ing continues, with 
many slowly intending 
to come back piecemeal, 
and on their own.  With 
several setbacks hinder-

ing the rebuilding pro-
cess, a sense of aban-
donment has crept in for 
many folks in the outly-
ing area.     

Harding Park
“We are forgotten 

about.  Nobody’s done 
anything for us,” said 
Bonnano, whose low-ly-
ing Harding Park com-
munity bore the brunt of 
storm damage.  

A remote village abut-
ting Eastchester Bay, 
the neighborhood was 
nearly drowned by the 
infamous 13-foot surge.  

Joanne Pache’s bun-
galow could not with-

stand the pressure.  She 
survived even as the 
storm took out all her 
belongings she amassed 
over the past 44 years.  

Even more tragic was 
the fallout – she passed 
away.  Her home was 
later bulldozed on orders 
by the city Department 
of Buildings deeming 
the house as unlivable, 
replaced by wooden 
boards. 

 Across the street, 
Charlie Vaiciunas’ one-
story home was hard hit.  

He was already dis-
traught, having lost his 
mother and brother the 
year before Sandy’s ram-

page.  But as Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency assessed the 
damage, Vaiciunas was 
already lost.  He hung 
himself shortly after the 
recuperation money was 
taken back, according to 
neighbors.  

“FEMA should be held 
accountable,” said long-
time neighbor Jimmy 
Ziegler. “They take care 
of everyone else,” said 
Ziegler.  “But they don’t 
take care of anyone 
here.”  

The area once known 
as “Little Puerto Rico” 
has not been the same 
since, as Judy Bonnano 

sees it.  She wishes the 
city could elevate the 
stone that did little to 
stop the rising fl oods.  

“Who wants to be 
worried about water af-
ter putting thousands of 
thousands of dollars into 
it?” she asked.  

Locust Point 

Locust Point stands 
among the hard hit wa-
terfront nabes, with lo-
cals pressing insurance 
fi rms to help cover costs 
for homes and damaged 
docks. In some cases, ho-
meowners have simply 
walked away.  

On Tierney Place, 
homeowner Tony Mac-

chia spent months fi xing 
his two-story home that 
boasts a scenic view of 
the shore.  He’s since re-
paired his roof, knocked 
around by Sandy’s heavy 
winds and rains.  

“I haven’t stopped 
working since the day 
of the storm,” said Mac-
chia, who’s lived in the 
same house since he 
was born 60 years back.  
Since Sandy, he’s strug-
gled to get his insurer 
Narragansett Bay Insur-
ance Company to foot the 
damage.  

These days Tony’s 
learned to “read the fi ne 
print” to any insurance 

From Page 1
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policy, and is looking for 
another insurer.  

A few doors down, 
contractor Nick Virello 
has restored his private 
dock, spending roughly 
$90,000 of his own money 
and no federal assis-
tance.  He’s built smarter 
now, though he’s vowed 
never to re-build again.  
“I’ll be done.” 

It’s already hap-
pened to several siblings 
who’ve posted “For Sale” 
signs at their seaside 
property.  

But there were shim-
mers of a silver lining, 
as Chrys Napolitano of 
the Locust Point Civic 

Association pointed out.  
She recenly toured the 
city-owned LPCA house, 
newly-built after getting 
pummeled by Sandy.  

Country Club 
The Interclub, com-

prised of six seasoned lo-
cal recreation clubs – the 
Manhem, Askov Hall, 
D.A. Beach, White Cross 
Fishing, American Turn-
ers, and Westchester 
Country clubs – is still 
primed for a comeback, 
though much of the de-
lays stem from lagging 
insurance payments, 
with the Manhem Club 
still awaiting brokers to 

process claims.  
“I have not received 

a dime of insurance 
money...,” said Watson.  
“The clubs who put in 
claims are going through 
the same thing.”  

Though he’s haggling 
with his insurance com-
pany, he was able to cor-
ral volunteers to restore 
the club’s damaged pier.  

Elsewhere, the track 
and fi eld at Villa Maria 
Academy, torn by Sandy’s 
punishing surge, was re-
stored recently thanks to 
parent contributions.  It 
had faced damage a year 
before when Hurricane 
Irene blasted through.  

Michael Bernard, 
VMA’s physical educa-
tion teacher, said the 
contractor admitted not 
much can be done with 
a storm the insurance 
companies are billing as 
an “act of God.”  

Looking Ahead
With Superstorm 

Sandy now recorded 
as the second costliest 
storm in history, city of-
fi cials have taken pre-
ventive steps to keep a 
catastrophe like this 
from happening again.  

Locally, Community 
Board 10, covering the 
hard-hit areas of the 

Bronx, has devised a 
survey that determines 
which city-owned sea-
walls are in need of an 
upgrade.

 District Manager Ken 
Kearns has also drafted 
an initial report that 
provides storm-preven-
tion recommendations 
to the city, which include 
heightening the seawalls 
to keep waters at bay.  

Their outline would 
come months after the 
city’s own 500-page 
storm resiliency plan, 
that offered some sugges-
tions for the Bronx such 
as ensuring the Hunts 
Point Food Center is safe-

guarded.  
This comes as scien-

tists predict storms will 
intensify in the next few 
years.   

But Napolitano with 
LPCA has since pored 
over the city’s storm re-
siliency outline, recom-
mending seawalls for 
Locust Point, though she 
was surprised to see the 
Bronx barely mentioned.  

“At the very end of  
it, the report mentions 
what initiatives are be-
ing done borough by bor-
ough,” she said.  “But it’s 
only broken down to four 
boroughs.  The Bronx is 
not even mentioned.”  

The City Island Lobster House 
on Bridge Street lost its iconic 
lobster sign that stood atop the 
restaurant roof during Super-
storm Sandy. 

Owner Joseph (Jo Jo) Manda-
rino said he’s in the process of 
replacing it. 

What he remembers most 
about Sandy, besides the out-

pouring of support from neigh-
bors and customers afterwards, 
was the triple hit of the hurri-
cane, the snow-storm that fol-
lowed, and the gas shortage (“re-
ally devastating” for business).

Nevertheless, he said, “we 
rolled up our sleeves, we perse-
vered, and we got through it.”  

– Patrick Rocchio  
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NOW &
THEN

Superstorm Sandy pro-
pelled the Harlem River 
inland in the South Bronx, 
turning Third Avenue into 
a canal and fl ooding the 
low-sitting Bruckner Bar & 
Grill hard by the Third Av-
enue Bridge.

The popular Port Morris 
hangout lost at least $15,000 
in beer and liquor alone 
from storm damage to the 
dining room, bar and base-
ment, general manager Jo-

seph Diaz said at the time. 
A year later, with restau-

rant owners fi ghting with 
the landlord over repair 
costs, the popular hangout 
has been renovated but re-
mains shuttered.

Garcia said last month 
the restaurant was only a 
health inspection and re-
newed liquor license away 
from reopening. Fans are 
still waiting.

– Ben Kochman

With the heart of the 
storm raging , Tony’s Pier, 
a popular restaurant at the 
tip of City Island, was gut-
ted by fi re Oct. 29, 2012.

One year to the day, 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto, 
and Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. joined with co-
owner Anthony Palumbo to 
dedicate the newly recon-
structed eatery at 1 City Is-
land Ave. at Belden Point.

 “As fl ames consumed 

the restaurant, decades 
of hard work and history 
were at stake,” said Klein, 
whose offi ce worked with 
owners and planners to 
help rebuild it.

“Today isn’t only a time 
to refl ect on the hardships 
Sandy caused,” he said at 
the rededication. “It is also 
a day to celebrate the hard 
work and resilience of our 
community.”

–Patrick Rocchio 

It wasn’t bad enough 
that frustrated drivers 
running on almost empty 
were backed up for blocks 
as area gas stations either 
ran dry waiting for deliv-
eries or were knocked out 
of action with no backup 
generators.

State Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman went 
after three Bronx gas sta-
tions reported ripping off 
gas-needy drivers.

One station charged 
a whopping $10 a gallon, 
while one driver com-
plained to the AG she was 

told she’d have to pay $50 
for fi ve gallons of gas.

Facing civil actions and 
fi nes were the Mobil sta-
tion at 3424 East Tremont 
Avenue at the Bruckner 
Expressway, the Lukoil/
Getty station on Pelham 
Parkway off White Plains 
Road and another Mobil 
station on East Gun Hill 
Road in Olinville 

Gov. Cuomo just an-
nounced  258 downstate 
gas stations are now in-
stalling back-up power, 
under a new state law.

–Bob Kappstatter
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Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

We Also Have Offices in Manhattan and Queens
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264
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THROGGS NECK • PELHAM BAYTHROGGS NECK • PELHAM BAY
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From death-defying superheroes to 
the just plain dead, hordes of chil-
dren from the borough took part in 
several Halloween events scattered 
throughout the east Bronx on Octo-
ber 26th.  The Bronx Times Reporter 
was there to catch it all! 

7

8

9

10

(1) A fi re prevention station, cotton candy machine and Build-a-Bear sta-
tion were some of the hallmarks at the Throggs Neck Halloween Parade. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

AND PELHAM PARKWAYAND PELHAM PARKWAY

(2) Don’t mess with this evil court jester, one of many characters on 
hand at the fi rst-ever Halloween Parade in Pelham Parkway.
 Photo by Austin Crimmins 

I(3) ron Man marches along the streets of Pelham Parkway for the 
nabe’s fi rst-ever Halloween Parade.  Hundreds of children traveled 
from the Pelham Parkway subway station to P.S. 105 where a Hallow-
een party sponsored by Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Sen. Jeff Klein 
awaited them.  Photo by Austin Crimmins 

(4) Assemblyman Mike Benedetto helps kick off the 30th anniversary 
of the Throggs Neck Halloween Parade, a mega-venue that also fea-
tures a carnival-style bazaar.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

(5) A ladybug and web witch known as Gabriella and Roxanne Spero, 
at the Throggs Neck Halloween Parade. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

(6) Assemblyman Mike Benedetto helps kick off the 30th anniversary 
of the Throggs Neck Halloween Parade, a mega-venue that also fea-
tures a carnival-style bazaar.  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

(7) Gene DeFrancis, head of the Allerton International Merchants, is 
decked as the “The Dark Knight” rendition of the Joker.  He stands 
with dozens of community kids as they join their Pelham Parkway 
neighbors for the fi rst-ever Halloween Parade in Pelham Parkway.
 Photo courtesy of the Allerton International Merchants 

(8) The Flintstone family hangs at the Pelham Bay Halloween Party on 
Oct. 26.  Photo by Aracelis Batista 

(9) Don’t mess with these gals, playing the part of homicidal killers at 
the Bronx YMCA’s Halloween Party. Photo by Edwin Soto 

(10) Flesh-eating zombie Cody Velez gets her face done up by paint-
er Bree Anna Mazzariello, just some of the festivities at the Bronx 
YMCA’s Halloween Party on Oct. 26.  Photo by Edwin Soto 

A werewolf, Transformer and little devil prance around, hand in hand, 
at the Throggs Neck Halloween Parade. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 
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For more information and to reserve your FREE TREE visit: www.nyrp.org/treegiveaways
Special thanks to our Fall 2013 Tree Giveaway Hosts:
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YOURS.

TREE REQUIREMENTS
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FREE TREES
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Pick up your FREE tree at the following giveaway locations (rain or shine): 
DATE & TIME SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
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TNMA ANNUAL DINNER DANCE

Throggs Neck’s Merchants broke out the moves for the Merchant Association’ 6th Annual Dinner 
Dance on Oct. 17. 
Community Board 10 chairman John Marano (second from left), picks up an award for his commitment 
to the community.  He stands with (l-r) Michael Bernard, Edward Angelino with Power Express Mort-
gage and TNMA president Steve Kaufman. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

“PRESTON IDOL” TALENT COMPETITION

Move over American Idol: How about Preston Idol? 
The Preston High School held its own singing com-
petition Saturday, Oct. 5. A fi eld of 12 fi nalists was 
whittled down to six, before winners were crowned. 
The show also included dances and performances 
from past winners.

(Above) The 2013 Preston Idol winner, Akilah Ed-
wards, is surrounded by friends as she celebrates 
her victory. Photo by Laura Stone

Cristina Todino, Preston Idol 2012 winner, sings “War-
rior”, Photo by Laura Stone

AMERICAN LEGION BREAKFAST
Veterans gathered to learn more about their rights at the American Legion First District Legislative 
Breakfast on Oct. 6. at the American Turner Club.The event was hosted by Pat Devine, a major advo-
cate for veterans. Photo by Edwin Soto

Derek Blumke(from Americian Legion Post 1212- Washington Square) talks to Edward L. Mallicoat at the 
advocacy meeting. Photo by Edwin Soto

 ST. FRANCES DE CHANTAL SONGS OF PRAISE

The St. Frances de Chantal Church presented its “Songs of Praise and Thanksgiving” at a concert at 
190 Hollywood Avenue on September 29. The choir hit the high notes as it fi lled the air with the uplift-
ing tunes. Photo by Laura Stone
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INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj and Sen. Jeff 
Klein hosted the International Music Fes-
tival on Sunday, Oct. 6 at Pelham Parkway 
on Barnes Avenue.The event featured music 
from all over the world, and guests brought 
chairs and mats to enjoy the action. The 
concert was sponsored in part by the Morris 
Park Community Association.   
 Photo by Alex Belisle

Sonny Vitaj and Edith Spitzer came out for 
the musical show.
 Photo by Alex Belisle

KLEIN HOSTS 19TH ANNUAL SENIOR APPRECIATION DAYS

A roundtable of seniors have a sitdown lunch with Sen. Jeff Klein, who sponsored the event.
 Photo courtesy of Sen. Jeff Klein Offi ce 

Call it a lifetime achievement recognition.  Several hundred senior citizens were treated to a daytrip to 
the Kiss Me Kate Broadway production at the Westchester Broadway Theater.  The October 20th venue 
was courtesy of Sen. Jeff Klein’s Senior Appreciation Days.

ORDER OF SON’S OF ITALY GALA
The Order of the Son’s of Italy Uguaglianza Lodge #83, based in the northeast Bronx, held its 102nd 
anniversary dinner dance at Villa Barone Manor on Friday, Oct. 11. The gala honored Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto and Barbaccia Fusco. 

(Above) Presenting and receiving an award are (l-r) Lodge president Anthony Salvatore Borgia, hon-
oree Assemblyman Benedetto, and Mistress of Ceremonies Lorraine C. Corsa Esq, 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Frances Barbaccia Fusco (c) receives her award. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

M.S. 45 in Belmont, the Thomas C. Giordano 
School, celebrated its 100th anniversary with 
a reception on Saturday, Oct. 12. The school 
has graduated actor Chazz Palmentieri, 
comedian Carl Reiner, and musician Dion 
DiMucci. Notable city Department of Educa-
tion alumni include former Board of Educa-
tion member Sandy Lerner, former super-
intendent Irma Zardoya and former deputy 
superintendent Bruce Irishalmi. Celebrating 
with balloons marking the occasion are Prin-
cipal Annamaria Giordano and M.S. 45 faculty 
and staff. 
 Photo by Patricio Robayo 

 MIDDLE SCHOOL 45 CELEBRATES 100 YEARS
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to take the next step.

It’s 
time

eeo/aa

School of Professional and Continuing Studies

Rose Hill 
Bronx, N.Y.

6:30 p.m.

November 14
718-817-2600

Lincoln Center
New York, N.Y.

6:30 p.m.

November 13
212-636-7333

Westchester
West Harrison, N.Y.

6:30 p.m.

November 12
914-367-3302

Opportunities for adult undergraduate learners 

It’s time   
to take the  
next step.

Attend an information session and 
receive an application fee waiver.

Start or finish your bachelor’s degree. 

pcs.fordham.edu/visit

CLOTHING & TEXTILES 
at GREENMARKET

GrowNYC’s Office of Recycling Outreach and Education is a NYC Department of Sanitation funded program

www.GrowNYC.org/clothing
212.788.7964

Recycle Clothing & Other Textiles at 

We accept clean and dry textiles like clothing, paired shoes,
 coats, linens, scarves, hats, bags and belts. 

Materials will be sorted for reuse or recycling. 

Windsor Terrace - PS154 Greenmarket
Sundays, 9am-2:30pm

11th Ave b/t Sherman & Windsor

Totally Free ExtraValue Checking*
 — Plus a $100 Bonus with Direct 
Deposit** and a Great CD Rate!

*Totally Free ExtraValue Checking account requires $100 minimum opening balance. Direct Deposit $100 
bonus offer for new accounts only. **Receipt of $100 bonus is contingent upon establishing Direct Deposit 
of a recurring payment into the newly established checking account and that Direct Deposit must be verified 
within 60 days of account opening, prior to crediting the $100 to the account.  To qualify for this offer, a recur-
ring payment must be entire payroll, Federal/state government benefit, or pension benefit checks.  The $100 
will be considered interest earned on your checking account for the year in which it was received and it may be 
necessary to report this as taxable income for that calendar year.  Checking accounts cannot be opened with 
funds from an existing Apple Bank account. One bonus offer per customer.  Employees of Apple Bank and its 
subsidiaries and their immediate family are not eligible for $100 bonus. ***CDs require minimum deposit of 
$1,000 to open and earn interest.  Early withdrawal penalties may apply.  Accounts must be opened in person 
at an Apple Bank branch.  APY is effective as of October 8, 2013 and may be changed by the Bank at any time. 
�Gifts available while supplies last.  Offers may be discontinued by the Bank at any time without prior notice.  

Established 1863 · Member FDIC

www.applebank.com · 914-902-2775

Don’t miss these great offers and a free gift with 
your new account� at all 76 Apple Bank branches! 

with Direct Deposit into TOTALLY 
FREE ExtraValue Checking 

Get
$100**

TOTALLY FREE
ExtraValue
Checking* 1.05%

2 Year CD

$1,000 minimum to open
APY***
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New Yorkers spend $1.2 BILLION per year in casinos 
in New Jersey, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania.

Our money funds their schools, 
lowers their taxes, and sends 

our jobs out of state.

It’s time to bring 
that money back 

to New York.

Paid for by NY Jobs Now Cmte.

Your YES Vote on Proposal 1, the Constitutional Amendment 
for Casino Gaming, will allow us to:

 Create 10,000 new jobs

 Generate additional annual funding for our kids’ 
schools in EVERY school district in the state

 Deliver real property tax relief

Flip to the back of the ballot to vote YES on Proposal 1
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The General Election
is Tuesday, November 5, 2013

Polls are Open 6 am-9 pm
Only registered voters can vote in this election.

Attention Voters:
For the 2013 General Election voters will use the ballot scanner and/or Ballot Marking Device (BMD).

Sign up to receive the latest news and information from Board of Elections in the City of NY, 
by visiting the Board’s website: www.vote.nyc.ny.us

To locate your pollsite and view your sample ballot, visit: www.nyc.pollsitelocator.com
866-VOTE-NYC (866-868-3692) • TTY 212-487-5496

Using your smartphone,
download the FREE 
QR code reader. 
Once downloaded, 
open the application to
point, click, and discover.

VOTING IS AS EASY AS 1 - 2 - 3
Correctly Marked Oval. 

To correctly mark your ballot, fill in the ovals
above or next to the names of the candidates or
proposals of your choice using the pen provided.

Accessible ballot marking devices 
(BMDs) are available.

Get Your Paper Ballot.
Pick up your paper ballot and privacy sleeve 
at the sign-in table from the poll worker. 

Scan Your Paper Ballot. 
Insert your marked ballot into the scanner to cast your vote.

Mark Your Paper Ballot. 
Use a pen or ballot-marking device (BMD) to mark your
choices on your ballot. Fill in the ovals above or next to the
names of the candidates/proposals of your choice with the
pen provided. BMDs can be used to enlarge the font size of
the ballot. Please see our Election District signs for an
enlarged sample ballot you can view prior to voting

1

2

3

JOHN DOE

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Norwood’s public school 

students are set for a major 
shakeup.

Starting next fall, hun-
dreds of students in the 
neighborhood will be re-
zoned within the heavily 
overcrowded Community 
Education Council District 
10 to relieve overcrowding as 
a new school opens on Web-
ster Avenue.

The public schools ser-
vicing the area now are so 
packed, that over 20 schools 
applied this year for grades 
to be “capped,” which has 
forced nearly 300 students to 
travel to schools out of their 
zone. 

The Department of Edu-
cation is hoping that its new 
proposed zones will help the 
schools become less squeezed 
for space. At a public hearing 
Thursday, Oct. 17, the area’s 
public school principals be-
moaned gyms having to be 
turned into classrooms, hur-

ried early-morning lunches 
and other chaos.

“It’s terrible for the stu-
dents,” said P.S. 46 Principal 
Nelly Diaz.

The changes will take 
place for next year’s kinder-
garten class, and for all other 
new students entering into 
the system.

 Current students won’t 
have to switch schools, said 
CEC 10 President Marvin 
Shelton. Siblings will also 
have priority to stay at the 
same schools.

The changes affect P.S 46, 
P.S 280, P.S 56, P.S 20, P.S 8 
and P.S 54.

The biggest reduction 
comes for P.S 8, whose zone 
near the Grand Concourse 
has been dramatically re-
duced in the proposed new 
zones. Enrollment at P.S. 
8 will go from 1,206 pupils 
to 905 to 915, according to a 
DOE report.

P.S 54 will also be re-
duced, but that school’s prin-

cipal, Dr. Marybelle Fer-
reira, is worried that her 
zone will become too small. 
The proposed lines remove 
the northern part of her zone, 
above E. 195th St., where she 
said her most stable students 
are located. Those students 
will be sent to P.S 20 under 
the latest plan.

“I don’t know how it will 
affect our attendance rate,” 
she said at the public hear-
ing. “ We already don’t have 
the numbers we need.”

P.S 54 already houses tens 
of students from other zones, 
according to DOE numbers. 
The proposed zone change 
does shift a densely popu-
lated southwest slice of P.S 
46 into P.S 54, but that area 
is set up on a dangerous hill, 
she said.

“I grew up here, and no 
one wants to walk down that 
hill to go to school,” she said. 
“You are leaving us with the 
ones that cannot make it. 
This is not going to benefi t us 

at all.”
The CEC, which is con-

tinuing to work on the new 
zones, will hold its next 

scheduled public meeting 
Nov. 21 at P.S/M.S 37 on W. 
230th Street. 

 The deadline to set the 

new zones is January, when 
area parents will register 
their children for the follow-
ing school year. 

New school prompts zone change

 Norwood public schools face rezoning

 In this piece on E. 153rd street, a child paints the words “Ghetto 4 Life,” while a butler holds up a 
can of graffi ti. Banksy’s supporters said that the piece was a tongue-in-cheek nod to the artist’s 
own appropriation of street culture, but Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. railed against the work, 
upset that the word “ghetto” brought back unwanted associations with the borough. Diaz, who had 
previously publically supported the British artist’s sculpture of Ronald McDonald getting his shoes 
shined near a MacDonald’s on Arthur Avenue,  called the work an offensive reminder of the Bronx’s 
past, and said the work threw a “wrench in our efforts to rebrand the borough.”  Photo by Alex Belisle

BANSKY MAKES HIS MARK IN THE BOROUGH
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900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx NY 10454

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
$8one year $12two years
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Pictures capture those special moments in time 
we wish would last a lifetime.  Now,  we can take 
those moments and create a Video Tribute to honor 
the life of your loved one.  Using pictures of your 
choice combined with fitting music, this special 
keepsake can be shown during the service.  At our  
funeral home, we believe that every  life is worth 
remembering, so please  ask us today how we can 
assist  you with this touching service. 

Video Tributes 
from our funeral home

726 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY

(718) 828-1800
www.LuccheseFuneralHome.com

This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese 
(NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Joseph A. Lucchese
F U N E R A L  H O M E ,  I N C .
R i b u s t e l l o  &  S o n ,  I n c .

GRAND OPENING
Saturday, November 2nd

12-2:30PM
Free Giveaways, Discount Coupons and Refreshments

CHEEKS      NECK                           UPPER ARMS                  STOMACH                        BUTT  THIGHS

JAWLINE

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S T H E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

Fillers
Injections

The New Generation of 
SKIN TIGHTENING is here...

Offering the latest in
Laser Hair Removal    Botox    Fillers

Skin Tightening    Sclerotherapy
FREE CONSULTATION

“Look as beautiful as you are...”

BEFORE AFTER
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Mother Nature is paint-
ing the town with her fall 
colors, and there’s no bet-
ter place to enjoy for the 
next two weekends than the 
New York Botanical Garden 
with a variety of outdoor ac-
tivities. Canoe trips, birds 
of prey, craft beers, and a 
Proust reading are among 
the offerings during Fall 
Forest Weekends at the gar-
den Saturdays and Sundays, 
November 2–3 and 9–10

Visitors can explore the 
50-acre Thain Family For-
est, the largest remaining 
tract of old-growth forest in 
New York City.

Highlights of the autumn 
experience include:

Canoe Trips on the Bronx 
River—Visitors can enjoy a 
short paddle with members 

of the Bronx River Alliance 
and experience the beauty of 
this reclaimed gem, home to 
a variety of fi sh, birds, and 
even beaver. (First-come, 
fi rst- served; limited spaces 
available on the hour and 
half-hour, 11 a.m.–3 p.m.) 
Meet at canoe portage.

Raptors: Live Birds of 
Prey Demonstrations—
Learn how to identify hawks, 
owls and falcons and how 
their unique features place 
them on top of the aerial 
food chain (In collaboration 
with the Theodore Roosevelt 
Sanctuary and Audubon 
Center in Oyster Bay, N.Y.; 1 
and 3 p.m.) Meet across from 
the Native Plant Garden en-
trance.

Beer Tastings with Bronx 
Beer Hall—The Bronx Beer 

Hall, on nearby Arthur Av-
enue, will be serving sam-
ples from the Bronx’s craft 
brewery, Jonas Bronck’s 
Beer Co. (12–4 p.m.) Meet on 
Azalea Way near the Forest 
entrance.

Swann’s Way: A Nomadic 
Reading—As part of the cen-
tennial celebration of Marcel 
Proust’s multivolume mas-
terpiece À la recherche du 
temps perdu (In Search of 
Lost Time), readers will re-
cite a section from the work’s 
fi rst volume, Swann’s Way, 
that evokes Proust’s child-
hood in the French coun-
tryside. (Presented in col-
laboration with the French 
Embassy; Sunday, Novem-
ber 10, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.) Meet 
on Mill View Trail.

In addition, themed dis-

covery walks will cover such 
subjects as fall foliage and 
the birds and ecology of the 
Forest. 

Experts will offer tips 
about how to create colorful 
late-season gardens during 
Home Gardening Demon-
strations at 2 p.m. in the Na-
tive Plant Garden.

In the Everett Children’s 
Adventure Garden, the 
TREE-rifi c Trees program 
(Friday, November 1–Friday, 
November 15) will feature 
enormous trunk slices—
called “tree cookies”—from 
a giant sequoia and a white 
oak. Children can dig deeper 
into the magnifi cent world of 
trees and track the changing 
colors of the leaves.

For more information 
visit nybg.org.

• Just About Taverns ....................................................................... 57

• Turtle Cove Golf Center November Specials .......................... 57

• Do You Remember: West Farms’ Aurora Sculpture .............. 59

Enjoy fall weekend events at the NY Botanical Garden 

Enjoy autumn at Botanical Garden 
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Turtle Cove Golf Center 
November basebell special

 For the entire month 
of November Turtle Cove 
Golf Center, 1 City Island 
Road, Pelham Bay Park,  
is offering their custom-
ers a one-hour session 
in the center’s brand 

new state-of-the-art batting 
cages for the price of a half 
hour session. 

Stop by Turtle Cove bat-
ting cages for your one-hour 
session at only $40 (regu-
larly $60).  

Turtle Cove Golf Cen-
ter welcomes all schools, 
leagues and teams!   
Weather permitting.  

For further informa-
tion call (718) 885-1129.

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx  718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm   Sunday 11am-5pm
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty.  
We welcome outside prescriptions!
Visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other 
restrictions may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change 
without notice.

Includes CR-39 
Single Vision 

Lenses

Includes CR-39 
Bifocal Lenses

Includes  
CR-39  

Progressive 
Lenses

$59
$ 99

$149

Complete Pair Of Eyeglasses

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

ent.

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

SUPER SALE

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

$39EYE 
EXAM

BOO! Happy Halloween.
O.K. now for some tavern 

talk…A good friend of mine 
and owner of The Throggs 
Neck Clipper, Padur, once 
told me, “You won’t get rich 
in this business, but you’ll 
make a living.” So true, not 
only that you won’t get rich, 
but you’ll work around the 
clock seven days a week. 
Among other things that 
the owners do is deal with 
customers and workers, pay 
the bills and help the city 
support the Department of 
Health.

I’m mentioning all this 
because over the weekend 
a good friend of mine was 
talking to me about getting 
back into the bar business. 
Him not me. So I wanted to 
remind him why he left the 
business in the fi rst place. 
In the words of my good 
friend T.P.: “You got to be 
nuts to open a bar.” Well, 

I guess you’re right about 
that, but that means there’s 
a lot of nuts in the Bronx.

I do like what I see in the 
bars lately…people. Is it just 
me, but I think the bars are 
doing pretty good business 
lately, especially on the 
weekends. Keep it up!

Big hello to bartender 
Gianluke, who tends bar 
at the recently reopened 
Gianni’s Restaurant. Last 
Friday I stopped off at Gian-
ni’s and had a few cocktails 
with friends. Nice bar, nice 
atmosphere and an excel-
lent bartender.

Here’s a small list of 
some great entertainment 

in the Bronx this week-
end…

Scott Place Café: Friday 
night - D.J. karaoke with 
Bobby Flowers and Angelo; 
Saturday night - Mr. Freddy 
fl ip Lando.

Throggs Neck Clipper: 
Friday night - D.J. Shane.

The Wicked Wolf: Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday 
- D.J.s all weekend long.

Thirty3 Sixty3: Every 
Tuesday - Silver Screen 
Tuesdays. Movies from yes-
teryear.

Vivienne’s: Friday and 
Saturday - D.J. karaoke 
with Marie; Sunday - D.J. 
karaoke with DJ Roy. Don’t 
forget Vivienne’s Hallow-
een party on Friday, No-
vember 1.

Sammy’s Shrimp Box: 
Friday - That Duo Show.

Stay local…see ya next 
week.

 Bronx artist Margue-
rite Chadwick-Juner has 
concentrated on creating 
one small, fi nished paint-
ing a day, resulting in 200 
plus paintings which will 
be exhibited at Fe Fi Faux 
Gallery, 276 City Island Av-
enue. The opening recep-
tion is on Friday, November 
1, from 7 to 10:30 p.m.

Although Chadwick-
Juner has created a blog to 
post her work (http://mar-
gueritechadwickjuner.blog-
spot.com), she has never 

Artist offers visual bombardment
before offered any of the 
pieces for sale. She has done 
this to distinguish herself 
from others in the daily 
painting movement, pre-
ferring to keep the body of 
work intact in order to have 
an impactful “visual bom-
bardment for the senses” 
exhibition rather than auc-
tion the pieces via the blo-
gosphere individually.

The exhibition, which 
runs through November, is 
opening on Bronx Culture 
Trolley night on City Island 

so Bronxites can enjoy a 
free ride to the venue. More 
information about the Cul-
ture Trolley schedule and 
stops can be found at www.
bronxarts.org.

 Chadwick-Juner is an 
artist living and working 
on City Islan. She received 
her B.F.A. from Cooper 
Union in NYC. Her work 
has been published in the 
North Light Books: Splash 
12: Celebrating Artistic Vi-
sion and Splash 13: Alterna-
tive Approaches.

FOR COVERAGE OF EVENTS
CALL (718) 742-3393
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The Hostos Center 
for the Arts & Culture 
will kick off Puerto Ri-
can Heritage Month with 
the multi-Grammy nomi-
nated Bobby Sanabria 
Multiverse Big Band on 
Friday, November 1, at 
7:30 p.m., performing a 
tribute to Puerto Rico’s 
greatest composer, Ra-
fael Hernández, affec-
tionately known as “El 
Jibarito Bohemio.”

Sanabria’s  19–piece 
Multiverse Big Band will 
be joined by ten members 
of the Bronx Arts En-
semble string section and 
three guest vocalists per-
forming arrangements of 
Hernández’s music.

  The performance 
will open with the 319th 
U.S. Army “Statue of 
Liberty” Band honor-
ing Hernández’s service 
during World War I as a 
member of the legendary 
U.S. Army 369th “Harlem 
Hellfighters” Band and 
performing re-creations 
of repertoire of that es-
teemed ensemble.

Sanabria will lead the 
Mutiverse Big Band and 
the members of the Bronx 
Arts Ensemble String 
Section in a contempo-
rary Latin jazz treatment 
of Hernández’s most cel-
ebrated works, including 
“Preciosa,” “El Cumban-
chero,” and “Cachita,” 
among others. 

Tickets for this spe-
cial concert are priced 
at $25.00, $30.00, and 
$35.00, and are available 
for purchase through 
the Hostos Box Office at 
718-518-4455 and online 
at www.hostos.cuny.edu/
culturearts.  Tickets will 
also be available at the 
box office on the night of 
performance beginning 
at 5:30 PM.

 * * *
The City Island The-

ater Group and the City 
Island Nautical Museum 
are offering a free work-
shop for residents and 
local artists to tell their 
stories and share their 
talents.

Participants can cre-
ate an animated poem, 
say what they want to 

change or see stay the 
same, create scenes and 
still images exploring 
life on the island, and cel-
ebrate it through story 
circles and other artistic 
activities.

The theater workshop, 
conducted by Margo 
Brooks will meet Satur-
day Nov. 9 and Nov. 16, 
4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at 
the City Island Commu-
nity Center, 190 Fordham 
St.

 Register for one or 
both workshops, but only 
25 people per session. 
RSVP to cityislandthe-
ater@gmail.com or call 
347.871.2187.

  * * *
Take a walk through 

Belmont and the real Lit-
tle Italy - Arthur Avenue 
- with the Bronx County 
Historical Society on 
Sunday, Nov. 10.

The tour, lead by BCHS 
Educator Angel Hernan-
dez, will start at 11 a.m. 
at E. Fordham Road and 
Arthur Avenue.

 Take the #4 or D train 
to Fordham Road, and 
then connect to east-
bound buses #9, #12, or 
#22.

 Tour costs $10 for 
BCHS members, $15 for 
non-members.

 Make reservations by 
contacting The Society at 
(718) 881-8900 to reserve 
your spot. The tours gen-
erally run for 90 min-
utes.

* * *
Whether you’re a na-

tive or not, it might be 
fun to take a fresh look 
at the borough through 
a number of tours that 
are offered. Here’s a sam-
pling:

Take a stroll up the 
Grand Concourse. Dis-
cover architecture. Learn 
about history. Under-
stand the present & an-
ticipate the future. Tours 
include interior stops at 
specific buildings & fea-
ture in depth discussions 
focusing on living on the 
Grand Concourse during 
the 20th century. Contact 
Sam Goodman at 718-665-
1124 or s800mg@aol.com

Learn about New 

York’s islands with Ar-
chipelago Tours:

Robert Cavinee is a 
NYC DCA licensed sight-
seeing guide specializing 
in tours of New York’s is-
lands. Born and raised on 
City Island, Robert is an 
expert in the New York 
Archipelago and its his-
tory. Bring your group 
to City Island to eat deli-
cious food, learn about a 
unique history, and see 
the beautiful views. 

For more information 
log onto www.NYCArchi-
pelagoTours.us

SusanSez NYC Walk-
abouts offers food tours 
of the “real” Little Italy 
– Arthur Ave, as well as 
an “International Bronx 
Feast” that takes you 
through various neigh-
borhoods to sample 
unique cuisines. Other 
itineraries are available 
throughout the borough 
and include City Island 
–A New England fish-
ing village and home to 
boat yards and great sea 
food, the Hall of Fame of 
Great Americans, Wave 
Hill, Little Ireland and 
the resting place of many 
lu mi na ries -Wood l aw n 
Cemetery, the New York 
Botanical Gardens, the 
Bronx Museum and the 
Bronx Zoo, Yankee Sta-
dium. Custom Itineraries 
and group tours rates are 
available. Find out more 
at www.susansez.com

Noshwalks, a food 
tour company, offers six 
different walking tours 
of New York City’s only 
“mainland” borough, 
combining fascinating 
eats with local culture 
and history! From Italian 
Arthur Avenue to Irish 
Woodlawn, Bangladeshi 
Parkchester to Panamer-
ican 149th Street, Alba-
nian food to Yemeni food, 
Ghanaian lunch to Guin-
ean ginger beer, Vietnam-
ese banh mi sandwiches, 
Dominican empanadas, 
Mexican chili-flavored 
ices and much, much 
more...  the Bronx has it 
all! Email noshwalks@
aol.com or log onto www.
noshwalks.com for more 
information.

Bobby Sanabria Multiverse 
Big Band at Hostos Center

 What will happen to my coverage when 
the Health Care Exchange takes effect?

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

Health care is 
changing.

Are you worried about what the new health care regulations 
could mean to you, your family or your business?

Call MetroPlus today and we’ll answer all your questions. 
We can help you keep the coverage you have now or talk 
to you about an affordable new plan that’s just right for you.
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Medina’s ‘Aurora’ sculpture graces West Farms
Tom Casey was out 

in the snow this past win-
ter snapping some photos.  
Knowing my interest in 
sculpture and art, as well 
as my fascination with West 
Farms, he photographed 
some interesting views of 
an outdoor abstract work of 
art at East Tremont Avenue 
and Boston Road, 

The unpainted wooden 
sculpture was created by 
Mexican artist Diego Me-
dina and is titled “Aurora.”  
He chose the name from 
the 1930 poem “La Aurora 
de Nuevo York” by Fred-
erico  Garcia Lorca whom 
he thought denigrated our 
great city in that poem and 
created this art work as a 
rebuttal.  

The title is translated 
as “Dawn in New York.”  
The sculpture remained 
there from August of 2009 
to May 21, 2011 without be-
ing desecrated in any way 
by miscreants or vandals.  
It had been installed by the 
Bronx River Art Center 
located on Bronx Street at 
West Farms Square and the 

Department of Transporta-
tion.

 Born in 1969, Me-
dina holds a degree in Vi-
sual Art and Architecture 
from the Instituto Techo-
logico de Estudiors de Oc-
cidente in Guadalajara, 
Mexico and has exhibited 
his work throughout the 
world.  Mexicans are well 
familiar with his artistry 
but his work was also on 
display in South Africa, 
Europe, Cuba, Canada and, 
of course, the United States 
where he makes his home 
in New York.  He also runs 
cultural workshops both 
here in New York and in 
Mexico.

 His “Aurora” at West 
Farms is composed of ma-
rine birch plywood and 
stands 14” high, 11’ wide 
and 11’ deep and is meant 
to be used.  Medina wanted 
children and adults to be 

able to sit on it, climb on it, 
and make it their own little 
piece of outdoor furniture 
or plaything.  It was meant 
to be touched and used, not 
just looked at. 

There are six different 
shapes all joined together 
to form one unit.  You re-
ally can’t appreciate it from 
only one view but have to 
walk around it and view it 
from all perspectives to get 
a full appreciation of what 
Medina intended to create.  

Although this work is 
created of wood, Medina 
utilizes all mediums in his 
creations. He especially 
seeks to enjoin cultural 
mores with the creation of 
art and, to that end, he has 
received numerous awards.  
The next time you see one 
of his works on display in 
the metropolitan area, you 
may wish to make it a point 
to view it.

Tom Casey took this winter scene photograph of Diego Medina’s wooden sculpture titled ‘Aurora” 
which was on display at West Farms Square for almost a year.  The stairway of the IRT White Plains 
Road #5 elevated line is in the background on Boston Road.  Oddly, the sculpture managed to evade 
graffiti artists.

REPRINTED FROM 10/27/2011

NEW YORK CITY 
REAL ESTATE 

PUBLIC AUCTION
Wednesday

December 4, 2013 
10:00 am

49-51 Chambers Street 
Emigrant Bank Building 

New York, NY 10007

FIVE PRIVATE ROOMS - 10 TO 250 PEOPLE

CELEBRATING
OVER 20 YEARS

914.633.3700

COMPLETE PARTY PLANNING
Because your wedding is very special, the 
day is set aside exclusively for YOU and our 
delicious cuisine is prepared ONLY for you!

Customized Affordable Packages

FREE PARKING - I-95 to Exit 15, North 1/2 mile

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

DINE IN  TAKE OUT  FREE DELIVERY  HOURS:MON-SAT 11AM-10PM & SUN 12-9PM

CHARBROILED BURGERS:

ALL CULINARY STYLES: 

SOUP, WRAPS, 
NACHO PLATTERS,
QUESADILLAS, 
SANDWICHES:

SALADS: 

RICH, OLD 
FASHION MILK 

SHAKES

MALTEDS, FLOATS 
& FREEZES & 
OTHER HOT N’ 

COLD BEVERAGES

 DESSERTS & 
ICE CREAM 

FRIED 
CHEESE CAKE
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On Wednesday, October 
16, Saint Raymond Acad-
emy for Girls observed 
World Food Day.  

Under the urging of the 
United Nations and inter-
national relief organiza-
tions students at St. Ray-
mond Academy united with 
students across the United 

St. Raymond Academy for 
Girls observes World Food Day

States to join in solidar-
ity with the poorest of the 
poor by providing meals for 
children in underdeveloped 
countries.  

The theme of the day 
was “Youth Can Change the 
World.”  Students viewed 
a video prepared by Cross 
Catholic Outreach setting 

the tone for the event. 
 Those who donated one 

dollar towards the goal 
of 300,000 meals received 
a bracelet that symbol-
ized their unity with the 
50,000 students participants 
throughout the United 
States.

The Bronx Council on 
the Arts’ Bronx Writers 
Center presents In Prog-
ress: Speed Writing, a 
free, hands-on workshop, 
on Monday, November 4, 
6:30-8:30pm, at the future 
home of the Bronx Coun-
cil on the Arts (2700 East 
Tremont Avenue in the 
Westchester Square sec-
tion of the Bronx.) 

Admission is free and 
all are welcome. Reserve 
your seat at https://in-
prog r e s s114 2 013 .event-
brite.com. 

In Progress is a series 
of free monthly events for 
writers and readers at the 
future headquarters of the 
Bronx Council on the Arts 
in Westchester Square.

This two-hour work-
shop begins with Speed 
Writing (6:30 to 8:00pm). 
Take the bold brave step of 
writing and sharing your 
work with other Bronx 
writers. In this unusual 
workshop, writers will re-
spond to short prompts and 
share them one-on-one and 
in small groups. 

This is an opportu-
nity to write and to meet 
other like-minded literary 
types. Open Mic follows 
from 8:00-8:30pm. Perform 
your work! (2 minutes per 
reader.) 

Not everyone has to 
stand and read, but anyone 
who wants to is welcomed 
to claim their voice! 

Maria Romano, Direc-
tor of the Bronx Writers 
Center, writer and teacher, 
will lead this workshop. 
All welcome! Bring a note-

Bronx Writers Center workshop
book, a pen and your cre-
ative energy.

Maria Romano, Direc-
tor of the Bronx Writers 
Center, writer and teacher, 
will lead this workshop. 

Ms. Romano holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in Eng-
lish from Yale University 
and a Masters in Fine Arts 
in Creative Writing from 
the New School. 

She is a creative writing 
teacher at Fordham Uni-
versity’s Science and Tech-
nology Entry Program for 
middle and high school 
students and a volunteer at 
the nationally recognized 
non-profi t, Girls Write 
Now. She has also worked 
as an Academic Director 
for Kaplan Test Prep and 
Admissions and as a Sales 
and Production Manager 
at Avon Books (now part of 
Harper Collins.) A Bronx-
bred, award-winning 
writer of short stories, es-
says, she is currently work-
ing on a novel.

In Progress is a Bronx 
Writers Center 2013-2014 
workshop series of free 
monthly events for writers 
and readers at the future 
headquarters of the Bronx 
Council on the Arts in 
Westchester Square. 

Postings for the series 
can be found on BCA’s web-
site at www.bronxarts.org. 
For additional information 
on this workshop or other 
BWC events, call 718-931-
9500 x21, e-mail bronxwrit-
ers@bronxarts.org, or visit 
the Bronx Writers Center’s 
web pages at www.bronx-
arts.org.

The Bronx Writers Cen-
ter supports and develops 
the appetite for writing 
and reading in the Bronx. 
The BWC searches for and 
promotes new voices and 
audiences and engages the 
community in literary and 
literacy programs. 

The Bronx Council on 
the Arts is celebrating 50 
years as a private, non-
profi t membership organi-
zation that is the offi cial 
cultural agency of Bronx 
County. Recognized na-
tionally as a leading arts 
service organization in 
providing cultural ser-
vices and arts programs, 
BCA serves a multicul-
tural constituency of al-
most 1.4 million residents. 
BCA provides an array of 
services to 5,000 artists 
and more than 250 arts and 
community-based organi-
zations.

The Bronx Writers 
Center, a program of the 
Bronx Council on the Arts, 
is supported by the New 
York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs, Robert 
A. Bowne Foundation, the 
New York State Council on 
the Arts’ Literature Pro-
gram, NYC Council Mem-
ber James Vacca,  New 
York City Department of 
Youth and Community De-
velopment, Arts Midwest, 
the Scherman Foundation, 
the Lambent Foundation, 
NYC Department of Small 
Business Services/Avenue 
NYC and the Westchester 
Square Branch of the New 
York Public Library.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION 
CALL (718) 742-3386

On Friday, October 11th, 
four members of Preston 
High School’s Scholars Pro-
gram traveled to the United 
Nations Building in New 
York City to attend the In-
ternational Day of the Girl 
forum. This event allows 
groups of girl activists from 
around the world to gather 
and discuss how they have 
taken and/or will take ac-
tion to help better serve and 
educate young women from 
their own communities. 
Presentations were made 

by such noted activists as 
Dr. K. Kellie Leitch, Cana-
dian Minister of  the Status 
of Women and Yasar Halit 
Cevik, Turkish Amabassa-
dor to the UN, to name just 
two speakers. 

The International Day of 
the Girl was established by 
Resolution 66/170 of the UN 
General Assembly on De-
cember 19, 2011. Since its in-
augural gathering in 2012, 
the United Nations has wit-
nessed a rise in the number 
of events and discussions 

about the protection and 
empowerment of girls. Last 
year, 11,000 participants 
from 26 nations took part 
in the Day of the Girl Sum-
mit, a virtual platform that 
brings together girls and 
girl-serving organizations. 
Together they work to effect 
positive change for young 
women world-wide. They 
leverage their community 
resources to advance the 
movement for girls’ human 
rights. 

International Day of the Girl

(l. to r.): Preston High School’s Preston Scholar members and International Day of the Girl attendees 
Natasha Sanchez, Arjeta Cosaj, Caroline Ozdemir, and Danielle Vargas.

The College of New 
Rochelle will hold a re-
cruitment open house 
for military veterans on 
Thursday, November 7, 
2013 from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
the College’s John Car-
dinal O’Connor Campus 
located at 332 East 149th 
Street.

Veterans can learn 
about the College’s de-
gree programs across 

CNR military open house
all four Schools – the School 
of Arts & Sciences, School 
of New Resources (for adult 
learners), Graduate School 
and the School of Nursing.

Prospective students can 
also meet with fi nancial 
aid counselors, admissions 
staff, faculty, and fellow vet-
erans who are attending or 
have attended CNR.

The College of New Ro-
chelle is a Yellow Ribbon 

school as designated by 
the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs.  The Yellow 
Ribbon program allows 
veterans to attend pri-
vate schools and gradu-
ate programs that cost 
more than the Post-9/11 
GI Bill would cover.

Further information 
available at 1-800-933-
5923 or www.cnr.edu.
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Many of the Mount St. 
Michael Academy faculty 
is at work during the sum-
mer in preparation for the 
new school year. A priority 
for teachers is to continu-
ally grow and develop their 
curriculum for Mount stu-
dents with new knowledge 
and programs. One key way 
to do this through attending 
summer programs. 

Mount vice Principal 
and History Teacher Joseph 
Hummel received a Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Humanities Grant to attend 
Niagara County Commu-
nity College for a one-week 
NEH Landmark Course 
titled “Clinton’s Ditch- The 
Erie Canal.”  The program 
included an in-depth series 
of lectures, trips and discus-
sions on the importance of 
the Erie Canal to the Eco-
nomic, social and political 
development of NY State 
and NYC.

Sister Joan Whittel vis-
ited the Navajo Reservation 
in New Mexico/Arizona.  
The reservation is two times 
the size of Massachusetts; 

Mount faculty participates in academic and cultural programs
the walls of the Canyon in 
some places measures 1,000 
feet above the fl oor and cov-
ers 84,000 acres of the reser-
vation. 

Says Sister Joan, “We 
toured various places of 
the Reservation.  The most 
beautiful place was the Can-
yon de Chelly.  

Evidence shows that Na-
vajo’s lived in these canyons 
for nearly 5,000 years.  

It has taken millions of 
years and volumes of wa-
ter to make the stone paths.  
The Navajo’s are very gentle 
people and very God-fear-
ing.  We visited the St. Mi-
chael Indian School. The 
Franciscan Fathers were 
the fi rst missionaries to 
convert the Navajo.  Mother 
Catherine Drexel founded 
St. Michael’s school. Saint 
Kateri Tekakwitha is highly 
honored.  Her statue and 
Mother Catherine’s statue 
are in every Church or Ho-
gan.  We also visited Four 
Corners where four states: 
Arizona, New Mexico, Col-
orado, and Utah meet.  We 
saw rainbows, even double 

rainbows, every day.  The 
clouds are so close you could 
almost reach out and touch 
them. I would return to Ari-
zona in a minute.

Sandra Noer, who 
teaches Math at the Mount, 
attended the Summer Ca-
reer in Architecture Pro-
gram at the Spitzer School 
of Architecture at CCNY 
from July 1 to 30, 2013.

The CCNY program 
serves as an opportunity for 
adults without any train-
ing in design and engineer-
ing to explore the process 
of program design and pre-
sentation within the study 
of architecture.  Says San-
dra, “I had a month to com-
plete and present an archi-
tectural design for a school 
campus building consisting 
of a lecture hall café and 
gallery for the analysis by a 
board of architects, students 
and deans at the Spitzer 
School.”

Sister Joan Whittle, Bro. 
Gerry Dougherty and the-
ology teacher participated 
in the “Bearing Witness” 
program from August 12-

15. Through Bearing Wit-
ness, participants explore 
the history of anti-Semi-
tism, including the role of 
the Church during the Ho-
locaust, recent changes in 
Catholic teachings on Jews 
and Judaism issues of preju-
dice in contemporary soci-
ety and practical strategies 
for teaching students about 
the Holocaust and anti-Sem-
itism. 

The goal of “Bearing 
Witness” is to create a 
framework which fosters 
a mutual atmosphere of 
respect, dialogue and en-
couragement between the 
Jewish and Catholic com-
munities. The program at 
the same time is a unique 
professional development 
opportunity designed to 
provide Catholic school ed-
ucators with the training 
and resources necessary to 
teach their students about 
the historical relationship 
between Jewish and Catho-
lic communities and the im-
pact of that relationship on 
Catholic teaching, cateche-
sis and liturgy.

Bearing Witness is a 
partnership between the 
ADL, the National Catho-
lic Educational Association 
(NCEA), the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops, 
the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum and lo-
cal dioceses.

In 2000, Bearing Wit-
ness was one of 15 programs 
across the country to receive 
recognition by the NCEA as 
a SPICE program (Selected 
Programs for Improving 
Catholic Education). SPICE 
is a process that identifi es, 
validates, and systemati-
cally disseminates elemen-
tary and secondary school 
programs so that teachers 
and administrators in other 
schools can adopt them.

Says Bro. Gerry, “Em-
phasis was placed on Jewish 
exegesis of scripture, Jew-
ish ritual and prayer, and 
that community’s desire to 
maintain and continue a 
dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Church. Discus-
sions centered on Vatican 
II and its teaching through 
Nostra Aetate, the Council’s 

revolutionary teaching on 
Jewish-Catholic relations 
through which centuries of 
prejudice and stereotypes of 
the Jewish people were chal-
lenged and deconstructed.” 

The Catholic school edu-
cators who comprised the 
study group were invited to 
a Sabbath celebration at the 
Riverdale, New York, syna-
gogue in which participants 
were invited to enter into 
Jewish worship and prayer. 

Says Sister Joan, “We 
went into great detail dis-
cussing the reasons for the 
Holocaust, met with survi-
vors and toured a Museum 
of the Holocaust. The semi-
nar was taught so that we 
could share it with our stu-
dents and follow the saying 
“We shall never forget.” 
Sr. Joan will be teaching a 
course about the Holocaust 
to Mount Juniors, and she, 
as well as the other Bear-
ing Witness participants, 
will have the chance to visit 
Israel next summer as a fol-
low up to the course. 

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month and Zep-
pieri & Sons Italian Bakery, 
3004 Buhre Avenue, is help-
ing raise awareness and sup-
port the American Cancer 
Society with themed cook-
ies.

In honor of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month, Zeppieri 
& Sons produced ribbon-
shaped shortbread cookies 
with pink icing, to replicate 
the pink ribbons that sym-
bolize breast cancer aware-
ness. Zeppieri & Sons sold the 
pink ribbon cookies during a 
sidewalk sale this past Sat-
urday, October 19th, with all 
proceeds going to the Mak-
ing Strides walk event at Or-
chard Beach. Pink balloons 
and tableware decorated the 
store front as cookies were 
sold for $2.00 a piece. Cookies 
sold out in one hour and over 
$200 were raised.

Batches of the cookies 
were also donated to the 

Breast Cancer Awareness 
Society from The Ursuline 
School of New Rochelle for 
their annual Breast Cancer 
Fundraiser. The cookies 
were sold to students, teach-
ers, parents and members 
of the community in sup-
port of cancer research and 
as sponsorship for the Mak-
ing Strides walk event in 
Westchester, NY. The cook-
ies are a staple to the fund-

raiser and are donated every 
year by Zeppieri and Sons 
Italian Bakery.

Zeppieri and Sons Italian 
Bakery is planning on hold-
ing another fundraiser sale 
for the St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital in early 
November for childhood can-
cer research and treatment.

Established in 1968, Zep-
pieri and Son’s Bakery has 
been producing quality Ital-
ian goods for over 50 years. 
Rich in history and tradition, 
Zeppieri and Son’s is a family 
owned and operated business 
in Pelham Bay of the Bronx. 
They provide their custom-
ers with a full menu of Ital-
ian breads, desserts, cakes 
and treats, all made with the 
freshest ingredients. 

For more information, 
visit the website at www.zep-
pieriandsonsbakery.com or 
check them out on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/zep-
pieriandsons.

Zeppieri & Sons Italian 
Bakery raises awareness

Ribbon-shaped shortbread 
cookies

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.
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 To kick off Puerto Rican 
Heritage Month, the Hostos 
Center for the Arts & Cul-
ture will present the multi-
Grammy nominated Bobby 
Sanabria Multiverse Big 
Band on Friday, November 
1, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., perform-
ing a tribute to Puerto Rico’s 
greatest composer, Rafael 
Hernández, affectionately 
known as “El Jibarito Bohe-
mio.”  Sanabria’s  19–piece 
Multiverse Big Band will be 
joined by ten members of the 
Bronx Arts Ensemble string 
section and three guest vo-
calists performing arrange-
ments of Hernández’s music.  
The performance will open 
with the 319th U.S. Army 
“Statue of Liberty” Band 
honoring Hernández’s ser-
vice during World War I as 
a member of the legendary 
U.S. Army 369th “Harlem 
Hellfi ghters” Band and per-
forming re-creations of rep-
ertoire of that esteemed en-
semble.

Sanabria will lead the 

Hostos celebrates Puerto Rican Heritage Month
Mutiverse Big Band and the 
members of the Bronx Arts 
Ensemble String Section in 
a contemporary Latin jazz 
treatment of Hernández’s 
most celebrated works, in-
cluding “Preciosa,” “El Cum-
banchero,” and “Cachita,” 
among others. 

“Wherever they may be 
in the diaspora, the music of 
Rafael Hernández represents 
the soul of the Puerto Rican 
people,” says Sanabria. “He 
is considered by many to be 
not only Puerto Rico’s, but 
also Latin America’s great-
est composer.  By the cogno-
scenti he is considered to 
be on the level of America’s 
two greatest composers, El-
lington and Gershwin. It has 
long been a dream of mine to 
produce a program totally 
devoted to this aspect of his 
music with my big band, 
along with the addition of a 
string section. That dream is 
realized with this concert.”

Born in Aguadilla, Puerto 
Rico, Rafael Hernández is 

regarded as the most im-
portant composer of Puerto 
Rican popular music in the 
20th century.  A multi-in-
strumentalist, he began his 
career as an adolescent with 
the San Juan Municipal Or-
chestra, and then served in 
the US Army 369th Battalion 
“Harlem Hellfi ghters” dur-
ing World War I. Upon dis-
charge from the military, he 
moved to New York, where 
he met important fi gures in 
the Puerto Rican musical 
community and began com-
posing, which was followed 
by four years of directing the 
Orchestra of the Faustus The-
ater in Havana, Cuba.  He re-
turned to New York where he 
enjoyed success with songs 
such as “Siciliana,” “Me la 
pagarás” and “Menéalo.”  Af-
ter spending sixteen years 
in Mexico, where he com-
posed “Lamento borincano” 
and “Preciosa,” and was a 
conductor at the National 
Conservatory,  he returned 
to Puerto Rico to serve as 

Music Director of the Puerto 
Rico Symphony Orchestra. 
He died there in 1965.

A native “Nuyorican,” 
a Bronx Walk of Fame in-
ductee, and seven-time 
Grammy nominee, Bobby 
Sanabria is a renowned 
drummer and percussion-
ist who is also a noted band-
leader, composer, arranger, 
producer, fi lmmaker, educa-
tor and activist.  Known for 
his work in the jazz, Latin 
Jazz and Salsa genres, his di-
verse recording and perform-
ing experience includes work 
with Dizzy Gillespie, Tito 
Puente, Paquito D’Rivera, 
Charles McPherson, Mongo 
Santamaria, Ray Barretto, 
Marco Rizzo, Arturo San-
doval, Larry Harlow, and the 
heralded “godfather of Afro-
Cuban Jazz,” Mario Bauza.  
Sanabria directs the Man-
hattan School of Music Afro-
Cuban Big Band.

Formed in 1998, the 
19-piece Bobby Sanabria 
Multiverse Big Band has 

been hailed for its 21st cen-
tury approach to the art of 
the large jazz ensemble.  It 
has appeared at Italy’s Ve-
rona Jazz Festival, and Lin-
coln Center Out of Doors, 
and most recently on Central 
Park’s Great Lawn.  Combin-
ing Latin, spiritual and folk-
loric infl uences along with 
jazz, funk, rock, rhythm and 
blues, and the avant-garde, 
the band’s music is inspired 
by the cultural diversity that 
is New York. All three of the 
band’s three recordings—
Live & In Clave, Big Band 
Urban Folktales, and Mul-
tiverse, released in 2012—
were nominated for Grammy 
awards.

In tribute to Hernández’s 
role as a trombonist with the 
369th Army “Harlem Hell-
fi ghters” Band, which was 
conducted by legendary Af-
rican American band direc-
tor James Reese Europe, the 
319th U.S. Army “Statue of 
Liberty” Band will perform 
re-creations of the “Harlem 

Hellfi ghters” repertoire. 
During World War I, the 
“Harlem Hellfi ghters” Band 
had the distinction of being 
the fi rst musical group to ex-
pose European audiences to 
early jazz and ragtime.  Com-
missioned in 1944, the 369th 
“Statue of Liberty” Band 
is based in Flushing, New 
York, and is now led by Chief 
Warrant Offi cer Luis Javier 
Santiago Sierra. A native of 
Yauco, Puerto Rico, Chief 
Santiago was formerly Band-
master of the 248th Army 
Band in Puerto Rico, and he 
was appointed leader of the 
Statue of Liberty Band in 
February 2013.

 Tickets are $25, $30, and 
$35, and can be purchased 
by calling 718-518-4455 and 
online at www.hostos.cuny.
edu/culturearts.  Tickets 
will also be available at the 
box offi ce on the night of per-
formance beginning at 5:30 
PM.

 Preston High School is 
pleased to  announce a spe-
cial celebration recogniz-
ing our “Rising Alumnae 
Under 40”.  These women 
exemplify the Preston High 
School mission of compas-
sion, education, leadership 
and service and make a 
difference in the lives of 
those around them. The 
cohort of 38 young women 
represents a diverse array 
of backgrounds and myr-
iad professions including 
law, medicine and allied 
health, education, and fi -
nancial services.  Preston 
High School is also thrilled 
that four current members 
of the school’s staff and fac-
ulty are included in this 
group.

Preston recognizes ‘Alumnae 
The following women 

are being recognized as 
“Rising Alumnae Under 
40”: Sadia Ahsanuddin 
’05, Sayeeda Ahsanuddin 
’06, Ijeoma Anyanwu ’99, 
Cymone Bedford ’06, Mi-
chelle Benedetto ’01, Tif-
fany Johnson Bowen ’04, 
Lindsay Carr ’03, Jenni-
fer Connolly ’92*, Carolyn 
Damo ’08, Christina Damo 
’04, Gina DeMarco ’05*, 
Laura DeMaria DeMattia 
’92, Andrea Donkor ’99, 
Caitlyn Duffy ’06, Amanda 
Farias ’07, Jennifer Gei-
deman ’00*, Gina Gentile 
’03, Karen Guzman ’04*, 
Antonella Iannarino ’03, 
Jean Zarnoch Kwartler 
’98, Natardia Lee Soy ’95, 
Vinnie-Marie DeMarco Le-

one ’99, Iolani Lighbourne 
’04, Allison Masserano ’08, 
Ana Gema Monge ’06, Al-
lison Mosher ’96, Kathryn 
O’Malley ’06, Sheena Or-
tiz ’01, Lauren Porelli ’07, 
Rosa Porelli ’01, Danielle 
Visvader Pradas ’98, Cori-
Ann Roublick ’95, Lisa 
Maietta Rybacki ’99, Jean 
Connolly-Shanley ’95, Ja-
nine Keenan Shaver ’03, 
Jackeline Stewart ’02, Ma-
ria Vidal ’98 and Lynette 
Wright ’02.  (* Preston Staff 
members)

Principal Jane Grendell 
stated, “The entire Pres-
ton community is proud  to 
recognize these alumnae. 
They are hard-working, 
dedicated and compassion-
ate people. It is our honor 

(Righ)( Gina Gentile, PHS Alum-
nae Class of 2003 and a “Rising 
Alumnae Under 40”.

to showcase them to the 
community.”

The celebratory recep-
tion recognizing the “Ris-
ing Alumnae Under 40” 
will take place on Wednes-
day, December 4 at 6pm at 
the Westchester Hills Golf 
Club in White Plains, NY.  
A commemorative journal 
is also planned.  We hope 
that many families and 
friends of the Preston com-
munity will  join us in cel-
ebrating the achievements 
of this distinguished group 
of alumnae.    

If you have a hearty ap-
petite, or, if you haven’t had 
a good meal in a couple of 
weeks, then Temple Hatikva 
has the perfect solution for 
you!   Temple Hatikva is 

‘All You Can Eat’ Pasta Dinner at Temple Hatikva
sponsoring an “all you can 
eat” pasta dinner on Sun-
day, November 3 at 3:30 p.m.  
There will be plenty of pasta, 
salad, garlic bread, desserts 
and beverages .

 The cost for this magnifi -
cent meal is only $12.50 in 
advance, with reservations.  
At the door, the price will be 
$15.

Reservations are ab-

solutely necessary, as last 
year’s dinner was a sellout.  

Don’t get turned away 
this year.  Make your res-
ervations now by sending 
$12.50 per person to:  Tem-

ple Hatikva, 1526 Williams-
bridge Road, Bronx, New 
York  10461.  Or, feel free to 
call Temple Hatikva at (718) 
792-1109, Remember, all you 
have to bring is your appetite 

– theey’ll provide the rest!
Temple Hatikva is located 

at 2440 Esplanade and can 
be reached at (718) 792-1109 
or via e-mail at TempleHa-
tikva@aol.com.
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
New York State’s gov-

ernment has clearly lost its 
way.  It has become the pos-
session of power brokers 
and politicians.

This goes beyond par-
tisanship or even ideol-
ogy. Albany’s malpractices 
benefi t no one except the 
most powerful elected offi -
cials and the “consultants” 
who put them in offi ce. The 
needs of the state and its 
citizenry are increasingly 
ignored.

Part of the problem, of 
course, is offi cial corrup-
tion.  To address that issue, 
Governor Cuomo appointed 
a “Commission to Inves-
tigate Public Corruption” 
to examine corruption in 
state government, political 
campaigns and elections in 
New York State. 

While this effort, falling 

under the jurisdiction of the 
Moreland Act, is a welcome 
and long overdue move, the 
problems go beyond what is 
actually illegal.  It goes to 
the way political and gov-
ernmental business is con-
ducted in New York, and the 
establishment of a series of 
laws and practices that pre-
vent meaningful competi-
tion for elected offi ce. 

A key reason that re-
form has not been success-
ful in Albany is the almost 
solid guarantee of re-elec-
tion that incumbents re-
tain.  It has frequently been 
said that more New York 
elected offi cials leave offi ce 
through death or imprison-
ment than through being 
voted out of offi ce.  Because 
of this, government has be-
come far too removed from 
the people.  

This is the result of sev-

eral factors. Ironically, 
campaign fi nance laws 
that were intended to take 
the infl uence of money out 
of politics have had the re-
verse effect. Their complex-
ity, and the fi nes that result 
from improper fi ling of pa-
perwork, dissuades non-
professional politicians and 
those not wealthy enough 
to hire lawyers and accoun-
tants from entering races. 

The problem is particu-
larly acute in New York City, 
where the powerful NYC 
Campaign Finance Board 
has allowed local media 
sponsoring offi cial debates 
to exclude candidates who 

did not raise a great deal 
of money, thereby pander-
ing to the party bosses, the 
wealthy and the powerful, 
exactly the opposite of what 
it is supposed to do.  The 
exclusion of former Bronx 
Borough President Adolfo 
Carrion from debates in 
this year’s mayoral contest 
is a prime example. 

The professional politi-
cal class jealously guards 
its power.  Far too often, 
those brave enough to en-
ter the campaign arena are 
ill-served by well connected 
“political consultants” 
foisted upon them by party 
leaders. These “profession-
als” get signifi cant fees but 
produce minimal results. 

The very few non-estab-
lishment candidates who 
actually do get elected fi nd 
themselves in a legislative 
environment that leaves 

them powerless. The “three 
men in a room,” includ-
ing the Governor, Speaker 
of the Assembly, and the 
Senate Majority leader ba-
sically make all key deci-
sions.  Innovative ideas by 
rank-and-fi le State Senators 
or Assemblymen rarely see 
the light of day. 

The New York media 
shares a signifi cant por-
tion of the responsibility.  
The press is vital to the 
success of any candidate.  
Increasingly, our state me-
dia picks their favorite and 
simply ignores the opposi-
tion.  A prime example: de-
spite widespread reports of 
temperamental issues that 
made Elliot Spitzer a ques-
tionable choice for governor, 
the press proclaimed him 
“governor presumptive” at 
the outset of his campaign 
and essentially ignored his 

opponent.  
The result of all this is a 

state government that con-
tinues to ignore the needs 
of the citizenry. Albany re-
peatedly ranks as the most 
dysfunctional state govern-
ment in the nation. For the 
second year in a row, New 
York has been declared the 
worst state in the United 
States for its tax climate. 
Unemployment rate re-
mains high, and its youth 
move away. 

New York can only be 
saved by ending the nearly 
unchallenged reign of the 
professional politicians and 
the power brokers who put 
them into offi ce.

Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
affi liated radio broadcasts, 
and visit our website at co-
mactainc.com. 

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
The Waterbury LaSalle 

Community Association 
would like to thank the 
parents, teachers, students 
and very insightful science 
teacher of PS 304.  They 
joined together to plant 
over 75 trees on the school 
property and the adjoining 
open spaces.  They did a fan-
tastic job!

A project of this size 
takes a tremendous amount 
of coordination and prep-
aration and Ms. Rosely 
Miles, the science teache,r 
took a lot on her shoulders 
in order to give her students 
a learning experience they 
will likely never forget.

 But this wonderful proj-
ect could not have taken 
place without the approval 
of Mr. Joe Nobile, the school 
principal.  In a day when 
students are involved in test 
preparation and mandated 
lessons throughout most 
of the day, it is remarkable 
that a principal would allow 
such a project to take place.  
He obviously realizes that 
the most memorable expe-
riences students have are 
those where they are learn-
ing by doing.  Yes!  Learn-
ing can actually be fun.

     The student will have 
the rare opportunity to wit-
ness the growth of these 
trees and learn how to care 

for them during the years 
spent at PS 304.  When they 
are older, they can tell their 
own children that they were 
involved in planting the 
trees at the school.  They 
can also say that by plant-
ing those trees our com-
munity became a healthier 
place for them to grow up 
in.  

As a board member of 
Waterbury LaSalle Com-

munity Association I can 
say that this has truly been 
the kind of project that we 
need more of. Our associa-
tion worked with National 
Wildlife Federation and 
MillionTrees NYC to get the 
trees.  We then joined with 
PS 304 to coordinate the 
project.  Ms. Miles got sup-
port from Home depot who 
donated supplies. She then 
began to coordinate the 
classes of students to dig 
holes, learn proper planting 
procedures and then do the 
actual planting.  Students, 
parents and teachers will 
be watering, mulching and 
caring for the trees.  They 
will be learning about all of 

the wonderful things trees 
do for a community and the 
people who live there.  In 
the Spring, they will wit-
ness the fruits of their labor 
when they see the beautiful 
blossoms on the trees that 
they have planted.

     Ms. Miles has worked 
very hard to see that every 
student in her school was 
involved in some way in 
this project.  She and the 
students, teachers and ad-
ministrators of PS 304 de-
serve a big pat on the back 
for a job well done!

When we join together 
so many wonderful things 
can happen!

Veteran’s Day

     We want to remind ev-
eryone that our community 
Veteran’s Day parade is on 
Sunday, November 10th.  It 
begins at 12:00 noon.

Members of our associa-
tion will be meeting on the 
overpass that goes over       I 
95 on Randall Avenue .  We 
encourage you to join us.  
Bring your banners.  Bring 
your fl ags.  Bring your 
friends and neighbors and 
come out to support our 
troops and the Veteran’s 
that gave up so much to 
keep our country safe and 
free.

May God bless our 
county and all that have 
served!

There are few images 
more powerful than those 
of soldiers returning home 
to their loved ones. Each 
year on Nov. 11, our nation 
observes Veterans Day to 
honor and thank the men 
and women who sacrifi ced 
so much for our country. In 
addition to recognizing them 
on this day, I have, as Chair-
man of the State Assembly 
Veteran Affairs Commit-
tee, supported efforts to help 
those who have left active 
duty search for a job.

In 2012, veterans between 
the ages of 18 and 24 had an 
unemployment rate of over 

20 percent. That number is 
expected to rise as approxi-
mately 1 million service 
members prepare to leave 
the armed forces over the 
next fi ve years.  Issues facing 
veterans, besides an already 
tough job market, include dif-
fi culty with translating skills 
acquired in the military into 
skills that can be used in the 
civilian workplace. The good 
news, though, is that many 
companies and government 
agencies are working on 
bridging the gap by learn-
ing how to read military re-
sumes and facilitating pro-
grams to hire vets. 

I’m working in the As-
sembly to help our veterans 
fi nd good-paying jobs. I spon-
sored several measures, in-
cluding tax credits for small 
businesses that hire veterans 
and the passage of the Veter-
ans Employment Act, which 
would require the state to de-
velop a list of eligible veter-
ans who would be given pri-
ority for temporary staffi ng 
jobs in state agencies. 

To recognize and thank 
our heroes for all they’ve 
done, I also supported a mea-
sure to implement a veteran 
speaker education program 
for veterans to share their 

experiences and provide in-
formation on American mili-
tary history. Additionally, I 
supported a bill that would 
recognize the many contri-
butions of veterans of the 
Cold War era by awarding 
each with a state Cold War 
Certifi cate  and supported a 
law that establishes a process 
to determine the best site for 
a state veterans’ cemetery. 
Another law I helped pass 
requires the state Division 
of Veterans’ Affairs to pro-
vide an Internet connection 
to correlate military occupa-
tions and skills into civilian 
translations and terms.

On Nov. 11, there are 
many memorials and pa-
rades taking place both na-
tionally and locally to honor 
our heroes. One of the most 
powerful tributes is the 
wreath-laying at the Tomb of 
the Unknowns at Arlington 
National Cemetery, where 
the remains of unidentifi ed 
soldiers from World War I, 
World War II and the Ko-
rean War lie at rest. Other 
ceremonies take place at the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
in Washington, D.C., as well 
as our own Throggs Neck 
and Manhattan Veterans 
Day parades. 

I encourage you to con-
tact our local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW) chap-
ters, local American Legion 
chapters or local chapters 
of the Vietnam Veterans of 
American (VVA).  Go to my 
State Assembly web site and 
click on my Veteran’s Page 
to fi nd more information 
about veteran organizations, 
where they are located and 
how to contact them.

This Veterans Day, make 
sure to take time out to re-
fl ect on all that our brave he-
roes sacrifi ced for our free-
dom – and thank them.  

Benedetto urges all to honor our veterans
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 Ridgewood Savings 
Bank has announced its in-
troduction of Mobile Check 
Deposit as an enhancement 
to its Mobile Banking plat-
form. 

The service is now 
available to all Ridgewood 
customers with active 
checking or money market 
accounts using an iPhone 
or Android smart phone.

 Mobile Check De-
posit provides customers 
with the ability to deposit 
checks into their checking 
account utilizing the cam-
era on their iPhone or An-
droid smart phone. 

The service is free and 
saves a trip to a branch to 
deposit a check.

 “The addition of this 
mobile banking feature 

will better serve the needs 
of our customers and 
strengthen the competitive-
ness of our mobile banking 
product.” says Walter Re-
ese, Senior Vice President 
– Retail Banking, Ridge-
wood Savings Bank.  “Our 
customers have already ex-
pressed enthusiasm about 
their ability to bank more 
effi ciently.”

 To get started, users 
download or update to 
the current version of the 
Ridgewood Savings Bank 
iPhone or Android App. 

After accepting the 
agreement and receiving 
approval for the service, 
simply log in to Mobile 
Banking TAP Deposits 
from the main menu, SNAP 
a picture of the front and 

back of the check, then the 
DEPOSIT is made to your 
account. 

Ridgewood Savings 
Bank Mobile Banking is a 
free service for customers 
that provides a convenient 
and secure way to manage 
transactions. Options in-
clude:

Text Banking with 
Alerts

Mobile Browser with 
Bill Pay

Downloadable Apps, 
including Bill Pay and the 
new Mobile Check Deposit 
feature. 

More information is 
available by visiting a lo-
cal branch of Ridgewood 
Savings Bank or calling 
718-240-4778.

Ridgewood’s mobile check deposit

Benedetto: Veteran status now 
available on NYS driver’s licenses

New York State is 
home to more than 
900,000 military vet-
erans and families.  
Their sacrifi ces have 
safeguarded our way of 
life, and without them, 
our country wouldn’t 
be nearly what it is to-
day. As a member of 
the state Assembly and 
Chairman of the Vet-
eran Affairs Commit-
tee, I’m committed to 
honoring and helping 
those who have served 
our country in the mili-
tary. 

Beginning this 
month, a law takes ef-
fect that allows eligible 
residents to have their 
status as a veteran des-
ignated on their New 
York State driver’s li-
cense. Those who qual-
ify can have the word 
“Veteran” printed on 
the upper left corner 
of their newly issued 
license, learner permit 
or non-driver photo 
identifi cation card at 
no additional charge. 
The standard $12.50 
license replacement 
fee applies if a veteran 
chooses to replace his 
or her current license 
prior to its expiration 
date.

Rather than carrying of-
fi cial military paperwork 
wherever they go, these 
special licenses will al-
low veterans to show proof 
of their service anywhere 
they bring their wallets. As 
a result, it will be easier for 
veterans to take advantage 
of many of the programs, 
benefi ts and discounts that 
are available to them. With 
this new law, New York will 
join more than three dozen 
states that offer similar op-
tions for veterans.    

If you are an eligible 
veteran, you can apply for 
the status designation in 
person at a Department of 
Motor Vehicles offi ce or by 
mail. To qualify, you will 
need to provide verifi ca-
tion that you received an 
honorable discharge from 
military service or were 
released from military ser-
vice under honorable con-
ditions. If you would like 
to apply in person, you will 
need to provide an origi-
nal document, which will 
be returned to you; if you 
apply by mail, you can in-
clude a photocopy. Accept-
able forms of verifi cation 
include:
• a U.S. Department of De-
fense form DD-214 that in-
dicates an honorable dis-
charge;

• a form DD-215 that in-
dicates an honorable 
discharge; or
• honorable discharge 
forms WD AGO 53, WD 
AGO 55, WD AGO 53-55, 
NAVPERS 553, NAVMC 
78PD or NAVCG 553.

This law I helped 
pass will make it easier 
and more convenient 
for those who have 
served our country to 
get the benefi ts they de-
serve. The brave men 
and women of our mili-
tary have made enor-
mous sacrifi ces for all 
of us, and we have a 
responsibility to do ev-
erything we can to sup-
port them. As Chair of 
the Assembly Veteran 
Affairs Committee, I’ll 
continue to work hard 
on behalf of veterans, 
their families and all 
New Yorkers.      

For more informa-
tion on the veteran sta-
tus designation, you 
can visit dmv.ny.gov/
armedforces.htm. As al-
ways, if you have ques-
tions about this or any 
other community issue, 
please feel free to con-
tact me at 718-892-2235 
or email benedem@as-
sembly.state.ny.us.

Bronx Park East Community Association news
BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER

Halloween Parade 

& Pumpkin Patch

Join the Bronx Park East 
Community Association this 
Saturday November 2nd, 
in conjunction with locally-
owned Van Nest True Value 
Hardware and the New York 
Botanical Garden, for our 
2nd Annual Pumkpin Patch 
Party on Pelham Parkway! 

It all starts with a Parade 
from Allerton Avenue at 12 
noon with mascots, music 
and spooks, and from there 
we will trek to “The Woods” 
at Pelham Parkway and 
Barker Avenue.

Just like last year, we’ll 
have a “Pumpkin Patch” set 
up where the kids (and adults 
too) will choose their favor-
ite pumpkin from the grass 
and get to carve and paint 
it to their liking. There will 
also be a costume contest 
with prizes including fam-
ily passes to the New York 
Botanical Gardens. Oh, and 
bobbing for apples!

It’s all free, but if you 
would like to donate to make 
this event possible, please 
email BxParkEast@gmail.
com. Every outdoor event 
that BPECA does is free and 
is meant to unite the fami-
lies in our community. And 
we rely on small donations 
to make it possible. So every 
little bit counts.

New Garbage Bin

After months of effort, 
I am proud to announce 
that BPECA was FINALLY 
able to get a garbage basket 
placed at the corner of Olin-
ville Avenue and Thwaites 
Place, outside of Williams 
Deli-Grocery!

BPECA thanked the employees at locally-owned business Steven Restaurant, including Fausto and 
Victor, for adopting the new DSNY trash basket placed there in May and keeping it so well-maintained 
since then. Steven Restaurant is a good neighbor on Thwaites Place.

The Department of Sani-
tation (DSNY) had seen that 
the basket they had most re-
cently placed on Boston Road 
and Thwaites Place was be-
ing well-maintained by our 
good neighbors at Steven 
Restaurant, so they decided 
to give us another one.

This small shopping strip 
has 3 food stores, so it is very 
heavily traffi cked, and thus, 
heavily-trashed.

BPECA would like to give 
a huge thank you to DSNY 
District 11 Superintendent 
Joseph Puzio, and more im-
portantly to Fausto and Vic-
tor, the managers of Steven 
Restaurant, who set a good 
example and made DSNY 
believe in the ability of our 
businesses to keep our trash 
baskets well-maintained.

Now, let’s not be overly-
idealistic. This new trash 
basket will most likely have 
its fair share of illegal dump-
ers who place large house-
hold items in there, as well as 
“Dumb-Dumpers” who place 
large pizza boxes that can be 
seen from three blocks down 
(doesn’t that annoy you).

But it’ll be up to us, 
each individual, to spread 
the word, one person at a 
time, that we want to keep 
our neighborhood as clean 
and sparkling as the newly-
painted blue roll-down gates 
on the stores adjacent to 
these two brand new garbage 
baskets.

Our brothers and sisters 
in Sanitation believed in us, 
now let’s not let them down. 
That’s right Ms. Finch, I be-
lieve in you! 

Meetings

The Bronx Park East 

Community Association 
monthly open meetings are 
held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month, so please mark 
that down on your paper 
calendars, or put it as a reoc-
curring event on your smart 
phone calendar.

Either way, it’s your 
monthly oppportunity to 
participate in Democracy 
at the community level and 
make an IMPACT!

Last month we were en-
lightened with the limitless 
housing knowledge of Metro-
politan Council on Housing 
Executive Director Jaron 
Benjamin, where he spoke 
about the Real Rent Reform 
“R3” campaign (go to www.
metcouncilonhousing.org 
for more info on R3). And 
perhaps more importantly 
we also were able to com-
municate our views to the 
Department of Education’s 
School Construction Author-
ity, making a real impact on 
how much parking will be 
taken away due to the much-
needed Public School 96 con-
struction.

The BPECA monthly 
meetings take place inside 
the CenterLight building 
at 2401 White Plains Road, 
which is just north of War-
ing Avenue, across the street 
from Walgreens.

If you ever have any com-
munity issues or questions, 
call  (347) 654-7044 or email 
BxParkEast@gmail.com.

Search “Bronx Park East 
Community Association” in 
the facebook search bar, or 
go to www.facebook.com/
groups/bxparkeast and click 
“request to join”. We’re up to 
225 members and counting! 
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BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
 The Bronx Chambers of 

Commerce will host a Vet-
erans Appreciation Break-
fast from 11:30 AM-3PM at 
The Pines Restaurant on 
Bronxdale Avenue. This 
gala happens on Thursday, 
November 7. So, all you Vets 
both young and old come on 
out and enjoy.

We are still collecting 
non-perishable foodstuffs for 
the needy. So bring your do-

nations to the Post. Thanks. 
Fridays from 12 Noon until 6 
is a good time because I am 
tending bar. Come in on the 
Ericson Place side.

November 10 is the 
Throggs Neck Veterans Day 
Parade. This steps off at 12 

Noon on Lafayette and Trem-
ont Avenues. I’ll see you all 
there.

 The Big Parade is Down-
town on November 11.

 Short column this week.
 Trivia Time!!
 The Statue of Liberty 

opened on October 28, 1886.
 On the same date in 1962, 

The Cuban Missile Crisis 
ended.

 Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a Vet to lunch 
and God Bless.

Mayoral Spin Cycle by Tom Allon

TOM ALLON

One of the greatest political 
books ever, “A Team of Rivals,” by 
historian Doris Kearns Goodwin, 
tells the compelling and relevant 
tale of President Abraham Lincoln’s 
unprecedented hiring of his presi-
dential rivals to serve in his admin-
istration.

Not before nor since have we 
seen such a blatant act of humility 
and bipartisanship that ended up 
subsuming Lincoln’s ego for the 
greater good of our country.

We saw a microcosm of this 
tactic in President Barack Obama’s 
appointment of his once Demo-
cratic rival, Hillary Clinton, to be 
U.S. secretary of state during his 
first term.

That turned out well for both 
parties. Hillary worked hard, re-
paired U.S. relations around the 
world, gained huge foreign policy 

experience and positioned herself 
as the frontrunner for 2016.

Obama, who wisely did not let 
past political feuds cloud his man-
agement vision, got a savvy and 
well-known foreign policy partner 
who helped him execute a tough 
but coherent global policy — and, 
we’re told, Hillary was one of the 
main proponents of carrying out the 
Osama Bin Laden raid despite Vice 
President Joe Biden’s reported re-
luctance.

In New York, we now almost 
have the dawning of a new may-
oral administration, and there are a 
number of people who ran for the 
highest office who could be helpful 
to the new mayor.

Although it’s unlikely to happen, 
imagine if city Public Advocate Bill 
de Blasio wins Nov. 5 and reaches 
across the aisle and picks his Re-

publican opponent, Joe Lhota, to be 
first deputy mayor or deputy mayor 
for operations. Lhota has already 
done one of those jobs, so even if 
de Blasio decides to turn to him for 
help, it is unlikely Lhota wants to be 
second in command again — par-
ticularly for a mayor whose experi-
ence and ideas he vigorously chal-
lenged during the campaign.

Would City Council Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D-Manhattan) 
make a good deputy mayor just as 
Hillary made a good secretary of 
state? Probably, but that move is 
also unlikely. Quinn represents a 
link to the Bloomberg years and de 
Blasio is going to distance himself 
from his predecessor and anybody 
who supported him as Quinn did. 
It’s too bad: Quinn is a hardworking 
public servant and would probably 
do well in the right role.

How about Bill Thompson 
or city Comptroller John Liu? It’s 
hard to imagine Thompson want-
ing an appointed position after he 
was comptroller for eight years and 
ran the former city Board of Educa-
tion for a number of years. But it’s 
a shame to lose his wealth of ex-
perience.

Liu is ideologically similar to de 
Blasio, so it wouldn’t be too much 
of a stretch for him to be a deputy 
mayor or an agency head. But here 
again it is more likely that Liu will 
decamp to the private sector to 
make money to support his family 
while he strategizes his next move 
in public life.

Adolfo Carrion is a smart, prag-
matic man who knows a lot about 
urban policy — why not make him 
head of the city Department of 
Housing? He could help the next 

BY FATHER 
RICHARD F. GORMAN

Last week, I wrote about the 
cavalier and dismissive manner in 
which the New York City Board of 
Standards and Appeal (N.Y.C.B.S.A.) 
has treated our District and some of 
the detrimental consequences of 
it.  Far from providing a safety net 
in extraordinary issues pertaining 
to zoning and development, the five 
Commissioners of N.Y.C.B.S.A. have 
hopped right into bed with developers 
looking to thwart zoning regulations, 
with folks who have made bad busi-
ness decisions, and with crafty law-
yers who make big bucks helping the 
aforementioned to do so.  Under the 
Guiliani and Bloomberg Administra-
tions, The Board of Standards and 
Appeal, all of whose members are 
appointed by the Mayor for terms 
of six years, has become the willing 
accomplice of business and develop-
ment interests, all the while giving the 
back of the hand to the concerns of 
the people from whose pockets they 
take their generous six-figure salary.

The problems caused in Com-
munity Board 12 by N.Y.C.B.S.A. are 
neither exclusive nor unique to our 
neighborhood.  We are not alone.  In 
order to drive home the point that the 
Board of Standards and Appeal is a 
nemesis to localities citywide, I have 
received permission from New York 
State Senator Tony Avella to reprint 
a piece hat he authored on behalf of 
the Juniper Park Civic Association 
in Queens.  It appeared in the pub-
lication THE JUNIPER BERRY in 
March of 2009 when Senator Avella 
was a member of the New York City 
Council.  THE JUNIPER BERRY 
is a magazine that since 1938 has 
published articles on crime preven-
tion, neighborhood issues, meeting 
reports and notices, neighborhood 
history and photographs, guest fea-
tures, and editorials.  Here with a few 

paragraphs omitted is his well-written 
composition, the contents of which I 
agree with and recommend to you, 
dear readers, wholeheartedly.

A quasi-judicial agency, BSA is 
comprised of five Commissioners 
appointed by the Mayor for six-year 
terms to, in large part, issue vari-
ances to the zoning code.  It is the 
implementation of this responsibility 
that has irked, frustrated and outright 
angered elected officials, community 
boards and residents.

The original mission of BSA was 
to provide a relief valve for property 
owners in those rare circumstances 
where existing zoning regulations 
would prohibit them from reasonably 
developing their property. I stress the 
word rare.

Unfortunately, BSA has been 
allowed to mushroom into a huge 
loophole for developers who want to 
circumvent the law.  For far too long 
developers have used BSA as an old 
boys’ network where a handful of law 
firms represent hundreds of clients/
developers trying to build in excess 
of existing building and zoning code 
requirements.

While the Borough Presidents 
and Community Boards routinely 
submit comments on variance appli-
cations, their opinions are only advi-
sory and often dismissed by BSA. 

Despite BSA’s assertions to the 
contrary, Borough President and 
Community Board recommenda-
tions are generally only successful 
in achieving very minor changes to 
original plans.  It is fascinating to note 
that Council Members have no offi-
cial role in the process other than to 
receive a copy of the application.

When reviewing applications, 
BSA must evaluate the request in 
terms of the following five criteria: 
• Does the unique condition of the 
property prevent reasonable devel-
opment?

• Would unique property conditions 
prevent an owner from obtaining a 
reasonable financial return?
• Does the variance, if granted, alter 
the essential character of the neigh-
borhood?
• Is the situation the result of a self-im-
posed hardship? (In other words � you 
cannot buy a property knowing the 
restrictions and then claim hardship)
• Is the variance requested the mini-
mum necessary to afford relief?

Unfortunately, BSA routinely dis-
regards these guidelines.  The self-
imposed hardship restriction is rarely 
enforced. The BSA requirement that 
the variance will not alter the charac-
ter of the neighborhood is a joke! It is 
never really considered.

And why does the City, through 
BSA, reward developers for making 
a bad financial decision? If you own 
any other type of business in this city 
and make a bad investment or your 
business fails, the city does not bail 
you out.  But, BSA will grant a finan-
cial hardship variance for developers 
who make poor judgments or risky 
investments.  This practice clearly 
demonstrates the huge political in-
fluence that the real estate industry 
enjoys in this City.  It is a foolproof 
system that rescues developers from 
their own incompetence and invest-
ment mistakes.

To justify their favorable actions 
towards developers, BSA will fre-
quently rely on their quasi-judicial sta-
tus as a defense.  This convenient ex-
cuse provides political cover for their 
lack of common sense and failure to 

adhere to the five variance criteria.  
Yet, the qualifications for appointment 
to the Board say nothing about being 
an attorney. 

The only qualifications mentioned 
in the City Charter are that one Com-
missioner shall be a registered archi-
tect with at least 10 years’ experience 
as an engineer and one shall be a 
planner with professional qualifica-
tions and with at least 10 years’ expe-
rience as a planner.  Why is there no 
requirement that the Commissioners 
have legal experience?  Because it 
was never meant to be the final legal 
arbiter of these land use issues.

Ever since the old Board of Es-
timate was eliminated, the only re-
course for New Yorkers to appeal 
BSA decisions is to file an Article 78 
lawsuit against the City � a time con-
suming and expensive proposition.  
Good luck in trying to get satisfaction 
by that route!

When the Board of Estimate was 
in existence, BSA decisions could 
be appealed to that legislative body.  
Under that system, at least New 
Yorkers had the opportunity to press 
their case for justice before officials 
elected by the people as opposed to 
the appointed bureaucrats on BSA.

Since taking office in January of 
2002, I have authored several pieces 
of legislation in an attempt to reform 
this agency.  Unfortunately, all of them 
are languishing in the City Coun-
cil as a direct result of the pressure 
exerted by the real estate industry 
and the opposition from the Mayor’s 
(Bloomberg) Administration . . . 

{Here, Mr. Avella enumerates 
several pieces of legislation that he 
proposed as a Council Member that 
would reform this inequitable and in-
iquitous state of affairs, none of which 
were allowed to become law and all 
of which were endorsed and sup-
ported by Community Board 12.]

The passage of any of these bills 
would make a significant impact on 
how BSA operates and allow for ad-
ditional community input and a more 
balanced decision making process.

Having said that, I have come 
to believe that BSA decisions are so 
skewed in favor of developers that the 
entire system must be scrapped.

After personally testifying before 
the Board on numerous variance ap-
plications on behalf of the community, 
not only those within my Council Dis-
trict, but other neighborhoods/bor-
oughs as well, I have come to realize 

that the entire process is a charade.
It is extremely disheartening to 

watch neighborhood residents travel 
to the BSA office in lower Manhattan 
for hearing after hearing to contest a 
variance application, only to see the 
Commissioners vote in unison to ap-
prove the application. 

It has become a BSA routine 
whereby multiple hearings are held 
on an item until, it would appear, the 
community is simply worn down.  It 
is almost impossible for the average 
person to continuously take time off 
from work or other duties to fight the 
developers.

In the final analysis, while most 
people do not know this agency even 
exists, it has had and continues to 
have a dramatic and damaging ef-
fect on the residential character of 
neighborhoods throughout our city 
by allowing developers to circumvent 
the zoning � in many cases ruining the 
quality of life for millions of New York-
ers.  It is time to end this sham and 
close what is the biggest loophole for 
developers.

Abolish the Board of Standards 
and Appeals!

AMEN!  Until next time, that is it 
for this time!

mayor a lot in that role. But once 
again, it’s a stretch to expect if 
asked that he would take an ap-
pointed position.

Sal Albanese is a wise man 
who could still serve our city well, 
but there were too many fireworks 
during the campaign between him 
and de Blasio to imagine them 
working together. And John Catsi-

matidis is a great New Yorker who 
yearns to make the city a better 
place. Hopefully, de Blasio will find 
some unofficial role for the candi-
date who called himself “Cats,” be-
cause he has some good ideas and 
experience.

And finally, there’s Anthony 
Weiner, but it’s difficult to picture 
him working as a second banana in 
city government.

So, any chance for a team of 
rivals in city government in 2014? 
It doesn’t seem likely, but wouldn’t 
it send a great message to Wash-
ington and the rest of the world if a 
6-foot-5 mayor who bears some re-
semblance to Lincoln stole a page 
from one of our greatest president’s 
playbook?

Tom Allon, president of City & 
State NY, was a Republican and 
Liberal Party-backed mayoral can-
didate in 2013 before he left to re-
turn to the private sector. Reach 
him at tallon@cityandstateny.com.
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BY TONY SALIMBENE
Here are our event re-

minders:  November 7th, 
PS 103 in Morris Park, 
there will be a Veterans 
Appreciation Day start-
ing at 8:30am followed by 
a brunch.  The kids would 
love to see you and hear 
about your service time, 
sadly, the only way they 
may learn these days!  On 
11/8 we will have our Mili-
tary Ball at Villa Barone 
Manor, begins at 6:30pm.  

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
On Saturday, October 

12, thanks to a grant from 
the Citizen’s Committee 
for New York City, the Lo-
cust Point Civic Associa-
tion held a Clean Up Day at 
our beachfront location.  

Volunteers joined us 
from Locust Point, Silver 
Beach, City Island, Pel-
ham Parkway and Water-
bury LaSalle.  LPCA mem-
bers as well as past and 
present CSA members, 
some with High School age 
sons and daughters in tow, 
joined us as we weeded, 
disposed of construction 
debris, planted trees and 
put down over 80 bags of 
topsoil and mulch into our 
landscaped spaces.  Ron 
Griffith, one of our LPCA 
members and an expert 
gardener, commented to 
us as we were wrapping up 
at the end of the day that it 
seemed that everyone was 
there because they wanted 
to be there, and that’s what 
made it such an enjoyable 
and successful effort.  

I want to thank every-
one who helped, especially 
the executives and board 
members of the LPCA.  I 
am so thankful to Al Belf-
iore, Ed Toth and Nick 
Virello who coordinated 
the purchase of all of our 
new gardening supplies.  
An extra thanks to Nick 
Virello, owner of Seal Tite 
Construction, for coordi-
nating a dumpster from 
Danna Carting to collect 
the debris free of charge.  
Thanks also to Marguerite 
Allard and Kristen Harty 
for creating the flyer we 
sent out and for taking 
care of the purchase of 
the food and beverages for 
our volunteers.  Thanks to 
Joe Donovan, finally back 
in the Point full time and 
already a board member 
again, for cleaning up the 

beach and being the best 
neighbor the civic could 
have.  Mary Jane Musano 
for the Waterbury LaSalle 
Civic brought a tray of 
baked ziti (awesome) and 
an offer of free trees.  After 
a powwow with Ron Grif-
fith, Mary Jane left and 
came back with at least 8 
beautiful trees (including 
two hazelnut trees) which 
Ron and Louis Bevilacqua 
planted and watered.

I also want to thank 
Ken Kearns, John Marano 
and Pat Caruso at Com-
munity Board 10 as well as 
Ben Randazzo of Assem-
blyman Benedetto’s office 
for all their help with pro-
moting the event and their 
support in getting Con Ed 
to complete the work on 
the house.  DCAS is work-
ing on the punch list, the 
plumber is finishing up 
and applying for permits 
and once we have a Certif-
icate of Occupancy (COO), 
the keys will be given back 
to us and after a quick 
clean up, we will have a 
Grand Opening Day Cel-
ebration, complete with 
ribbon cutting by Council-
man Vacca, who’s support 
we could not have done 
without.  The house will 
be open for election day on 
Nov. 5, thanks to another 
temporary COO, but we 
don’t expect to be fully up 
and running until mid - 
November at the earliest.  

While this will give us 
the house back in time for 
us to organize a Breakfast 
with Santa in December 
and also to plan an amaz-
ing 2014 season, it leaves 
our 2013 CSA group with 
a year full of distributions 
in my backyard.  I tried to 
organize cooking demos 
and food tastings, but it 
was just too difficult to do 
these things without the 
kitchen set up like we have 

at the civic.  However, the 
LPCA 2014 season will in-
clude events like cooking 
classes, CSA Open House 
and maybe even an Earth 
Day celebration so that we 
can continue to promote 
the idea of eating a healthy 
diet.  And of course, when 
the 2014 CSA season be-
gins next June, we will 
be back to weekly cooking 
demos as we did in 2012.  
Despite the backyard lo-
cation, this year’s CSA 
has been enjoyable and a 
really wonderful bounty.  
This is my 7th or 8th year 
in a CSA and I have to say 
that this year Stoneledge 
Farm and Mother Nature 
have outdone themselves.  
Butternut Squash and tur-
nips that are huge, mul-
tiple weeks of cauliflower 
and kohlrabi, Fall lettuces 
- if you didn’t join the 
CSA this year, you really 
missed out on some great 
food...but there is always 
next year.   

At a recent CSA distri-
bution, I had the chance 
to tell Mary Jane Musano 
how much I liked her col-
umn in which she wrote 
about how many trusted 
food suppliers are using 
GMO crops in their prod-
ucts.  Her suggestion was 
to avoid these foods, but as 
we discussed, it is so much 
easier said than done.  
Taking you and your fam-
ily “off the grid” when it 
comes to food, is not an 
easy process and one that 
must be approached with 
realistic goals. 

 Of course, joining a 
CSA, shopping at Farmer’s 
Markets, creating “meat-

less meals” and avoiding 
processed food are great 
guidelines to get you on 
the path to a cleaner and 
healthier diet.  

The phrase “knowledge 
is power” is a helpful ad-
age when discussing not 
only your diet and health, 
but also the recent DOS 
Organics Composting Pi-
lot Program.   I have heard 
and read complaints about 
the program and I under-
stand the concerns regard-
ing rodents and insects 
that will infest the food 
and create a health haz-
ard.  So in an attempt to 
impart knowledge, I have 
some advise gleaned from 
my own experience.  

In an urban setting, 
waste removal is a con-
certed effort between the 
municipal government, 
the citizens and busi-
nesses.  Let’s look at it this 
way:  the amount of waste 
is a constant, what we do 
with it is what varies.  

We can take the ap-
proach of waste as waste 
only and it becomes an ex-
pense.  It costs the munici-
pality (and it’s citizens and 
businesses) money to store 
the waste in landfills (not 
to mention the impact to 
the environment and the 
health of the people who 
live near these landfills) 
and to transport it to other 
municipalities for storage 
in their landfills.  

By recycling paper, 
glass, plastic and card-
board NYC turned these 
materials into an income 
stream by processing 
them locally and selling 
these raw materials to in-
dustry or using it them-
selves.  The next step, to 
process organics, is an un-
precedented step for a city 
the size of New York to 
make.  Organics recycling 
has been successfully im-

plemented in cities such 
as Portland, OR and Se-
attle, WA.   Anyone who 
has attempted compost-
ing in their own backyard 
has had to suffer through 
the learning curve of how 
to balance your “greens” 
and “browns” so that your 
compost is neither too dry 
or too wet (which leads to 
stinky compost that is in-
fested with flies and mos-
quitos).  If you participate 
in the organics recycling 
program and you fill the 
brown bins with nothing 
but food waste, then it will 
be a stinky mess.  

But if you went to any 
one of the many commu-
nity meetings in which 
DOS reps spoke about the 
program you would know 
that there are ways to pre-
vent this from happening.  
You can tear newspaper 
and put it on the bottom 
of the countertop bin be-
fore you put in your com-
postable bag.  This will 
help absorb liquids and 
reduce smells.  Stainless 
steel pails are available 
that do a better job of ab-
sorbing odors.   If you feel 
uncomfortable recycling 
cooked food scraps that 
include fat, bones or meat, 
then by all means don’t do 
it.  But please consider us-
ing the countertop bin for 
vegetable and fruit trim-
mings and for paper tow-
els and napkins.  

To keep the brown 
container clean, keep a 
small garbage pail filled 
with dry leaves.  I throw 
a bunch into the bottom 
of the container when 
it’s empty.  After each de-
posit from my countertop 
container, I cover the bag 
with more leaves and lock 
it shut.  

I don’t have bugs, and 
clean up on Thursdays af-
ter sanitation empties the 

container is a quick rinse 
with water.  And lastly, if 
the idea of recycling any 
sort of food is repulsive 
to you, then at least par-
ticipate in the program by 
filling the brown bin with 
your yard trimmings.  You 
can also contribute filled 
brown paper leaf bags or 
open garbage pails with 
yard trimmings, which is 
a great idea since anyone 
who gardens is doing quite 
a bit of clean up right now.  

In fact, I spent yester-
day morning working on 
breaking down the tomato 
and pepper plants in my 
next door garden.  

Despite the city’s pro-
gram, I have decided to 
continue composting my 
own yard waste to amend 
the soil in our raised beds 
this spring.  So all the to-
mato, pepper, oregano, 
arugula, basil and celery 
plants got chopped up and 
added to the pile.  

I separated the mari-
gold and purple coneflower 
trimmings to spread out 
at the civic so we can get 
some wildflowers growing 
there too.  However, since 
the industrial composting 
process does a better job of 
killing weed seeds, I kept 
a separate pail handy to 
throw these into.  I have 
no problem with the afore-
mentioned plants re-seed-
ing where I want them to, 
but what a great opportu-
nity to practice “natural 
selection” and maybe re-
duce the amount of weeds 
in the garden.

In the meantime, until 
next time, be the change 
you want to see in the 
world.  And if you perceive 
of the world as a wonder-
ful place, it will be a won-
derful place. 

 Look for only the nega-
tive and you will find it ev-
erywhere.

On the 10th it’s our parade 
down Tremont Ave to Bi-
centennial Veterans Me-
morial Park, we step off 
at Lafayette Ave at noon 
sharp.  On the 11th, on tra-
ditional Veterans Day, we 
have the parade on 5th Ave 
in NYC, but fi rst, we have 
a 10:30 ceremony at the 
Winged Victory (Soldiers 
& Sailors) Monument, Pel-
ham Bay.  There will also 
be 12 noon ceremonies at 
the Van Nest Monument 

and Peace Plaza on Wil-
liamsbridge Road. The 
3rd Sunday in November 
we have our regular Post 
Meeting at the Turner 
Club, 11 am.  Serious meet-
ing, fun afterwards.

December 7th is the 
Auxiliary Holiday Gift 
Shop at the VA Hospital 
followed by our own Holi-
day Party on the 8th at the 
Nursing Home Section, 
volunteers always needed, 
rumors of music fi ll the 
air!  On 12/15 we have our 
Annual Family Christ-
mas Party at our current 
meeting place, the Turner 
Club.  Members can bring 
a spouse or guest.  Chil-
dren always welcome.

(Yes I found the S.A.L 
membership cards, they’ll 
be out soon).

A *hand salute* to our 
departed member and 
buddy (and my neighbor) 
Mike Tarpey, Vietnam 
era US Navy vet, previ-
ous owner of the popular 
Alfi e’s tavern and retired 
FDNY Offi cer, as he re-
ports above to the Com-
mander of us all.  You will 
be missed!

    Until Next Time: I 

see on facebook almost 
clown-like wedding party 
photos at the Winged Vic-
tory Veterans Monument. 
Too cheap to pay for the 
Botanical Gardens?  Can’t 
read and see the location 
is a war memorial?  Life 
is just a blast ain’t it?  Not 
for those mourning loved 
ones every time they drive 
by.  

isten to Aretha and 
learn how to spell R E S P 
E C T. 
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“To avoid criticism say 
nothing, do nothing, be noth-
ing.” ~ Aristotle

Mental Attitude: Video 
Games are Good! Scien-
tists have developed a video 
game-based training strat-
egy called NeuroRacer that 
could “repair” cognitive de-
cline in older individuals. 
The 3D video game chal-
lenges cognitive control 
by providing a series of 
distractions on the screen 
that the players must try 
to avoid while driving. Af-
ter playing the game, the 
study participants showed 
a dramatic increase in 
their multi-tasking abili-
ties. These improved abili-
ties continued to last for 
six months without any 
“booster” training on the 
game. EEG scans showed 
increased measurements in 
the pre-frontal cortex of the 
brain, the area responsible 
for problem solving and 
complex thought. - Nature, 
September 2013

Health Alert: Young 
Adults and Stroke. Hospi-
tal discharges in the United 
States for strokes among 
young adults (15-44 years 

Weekly Health Update by David Kaseman, D.C. 

The Partnership for 
a Healthier Bronx at 
Bronx Health REACH/
Institute for Family 
Health and the Bronx 
Smoke- Free Partner-
ship announce the new-
est additions to the 
growing list of organiza-
tions dedicated to reduc-
ing exposure to deadly 
secondhand smoke and 
improving the health 
of Bronx residents. 
The Bronx YMCA, the 
Mary Mitchell Family 
& Youth Center, Kings-
bridge Heights Commu-
nity Center and Archdi-
ocese of New York Drug 
Abuse Prevention Pro-
gram (ADAPP) signed 
smoke-free outdoor air 
policies this fall for their 
grounds and entryways.

Smoke-free policies 
protect the health of an 
organization’s members 
and employees.

Sharlene Brown, the 
Executive Director of 
the Bronx YMCA, com-
mented, “The Bronx 
YMCA is proud to de-
clare the outdoor space 
of our facility as a ‘clean 
air zone.’ Through the 
Smoke-Free Outdoor 
Air Policy, the Bronx 
Y aims to improve the 
health of our members.” 
Ms. Brown went on to 
point out that, “As peo-
ple enjoy the health ben-
efi ts of smoke-free areas 
indoors, it is only natu-

More smoke-free 
areas in the boro

ral that the Bronx YMCA 
would want our members 
to enjoy those same ben-
efi ts in our outdoor areas, 
especially as this is where 
our members gather dur-
ing the spring and summer 
months.”

Charmaine Ruddock, 
Director of Bronx Health 
REACH, noted that “The 
commitment to create 
smoke-free environments 
demonstrates to the em-
ployees, the people who use 
their services and to the 
Bronx community at large 
the priority these organiza-
tions place on their health 
and wellness.”

Even brief exposure to 
secondhand smoke is harm-
ful to individuals, causing 
changes in the upper air-
ways and prompting more 
frequent asthma attacks 
in children with asthma. 
Joanne Timmins, Com-
munity Organizer for the 
Throggs Neck Community 
Action Partnership, a pro-
gram under the auspice of 
ADAPP, remarked, “I appre-
ciate the commitment and 
concern of my workplace to 
protect me from the harms 
of second-hand smoke.”

“By adopting outdoor air 
policies, these four organi-
zations are being leaders 
in the Bronx community,” 
said Lisa Spitzner, Bor-
ough Manager of the Bronx 
Smoke-Free Partnership, 
which is part of the NYC 
Coalition for a Smoke-Free 

City. “Their decision to 
go smoke-free demon-
strates their commit-
ment to the health and 
safety of their staff and 
the many community 
members who enjoy 
their facilities. We hope 
they will serve as shin-
ing examples to all their 
Bronx neighbors.”

The Bronx YMCA, the 
Mary Mitchell Family 
& Youth Center, Kings-
bridge Heights Commu-
nity Center and ADAPP 
join Montefi ore Hospital, 
CUNY, and the River-
dale YMCA in adopting 
a smoke-free outdoor air 
policy for their grounds 
and entryways. In addi-
tion to the many health 
benefi ts, smoke-free en-
tryway and grounds re-
duce cigarette litter and 
fi re hazards. The Part-
nership for a Health-
ier Bronx and Bronx 
Smoke-Free Partnership 
provide free support and 
technical assistance 
to organizations inter-
ested in adopting smoke-
free policies for their 
grounds and entryways. 
This includes providing 
free smoking cessation 
services for members 
and staff as well as devel-
oping personalized sig-
nage and materials. For 
more information, visit 
www.NYCSmokeFree.
org/smoke-free-outdoor-
spaces.

old) increased at least 23% 
from 1996 to 2008. Lifestyle 
risk factors for stroke in-
clude obesity, smoking, high 
blood pressure, diabetes, 
and high cholesterol levels. - 
Neurology, September 2013

Diet: Vitamin D Defi -
ciency. Vitamin D defi ciency 
is associated with osteomal-
acia, osteopenia, osteopo-
rosis, and risk of fracture. 
Emerging evidence also 
points to increased risk for 
cancer and cardiovascular 
diseases. Good sources of 
vitamin D include sunlight, 
cod liver oil, salmon, mush-
rooms, mackerel, tuna fi sh, 
milk, orange juice, and sup-
plements. - British Journal 
of Nutrition, September 2013

Exercise: Obesity and 
Post Heart Attack Mortal-
ity. A study of French heart 
attack survivors found that 
obesity (BMI =35 kg/m²) is 
associated with the largest 
risk of absolute mortality 
fi ve years later (+65%). - Eu-
ropean Society of Cardiol-
ogy, August 2013

Chiropractic: Every 
Inch! For every inch your 
head is forward, your upper 
back and neck muscles have 

to hold an extra 10 lbs (~4.5 
kg), as they have to work 
harder to keep the head 
(chin) from dropping to your 
chest. This also forces the 
sub-occipital muscles (they 
raise the chin) to remain in 
constant contraction, put-
ting pressure on the three 
sub-occipital nerves. This 
nerve compression may 
cause headaches at the base 
of the skull or mimic sinus 
(frontal) headaches. - Ka-
pandji, Physiology of the 
Joints, Volume III

Wellness/Prevention: 
Sleep and Your Brain. Sleep 
increases the reproduction 
of the cells (oligodendro-
cytes) that form myelin. 
Myelin is the insulating 
material found on nerve 
cell projections in the brain 
and spinal cord that’s re-
sponsible for allowing elec-
trical impulses to move 
from cell to cell, similar to 
the insulation around elec-
trical wires. - University of 
Wisconsin, September 2013

David Kaseman, D.C. is 
located at  3505 East Trem-
ont Avenue. For further 
information call (718) 597-
6400.

One of New York’s old-
est and most active family 
services organizations has 
a new name. The Catho-
lic Guardian Society and 
Home Bureau will now be 
known as Catholic Guard-
ian Services, effective im-
mediately.

“We elected to make 
this change as part of our 
continuing efforts to reach 
out to the entire New York 
community with our exten-
sive roster of programs and 
activities to help people 
and families,” said Craig 
Longley, executive director 
of Catholic Guardian Ser-
vices. “Our old name was 
lengthy and sometimes 
confusing to the diverse 
groups we serve, so we 
wanted to fi nd something a 
bit shorter and easier to un-
derstand. Catholic Guard-
ian Services refl ects our 
focus on helping protect 
and nurture individuals, 
while acknowledging our 
heritage of service to the 
community and our long 
association with the people 
of the Catholic Church.”

Catholic Guardian Services
Catholic Guardian Ser-

vices will continue to pro-
vide help to individuals 
through community-based 
programs, including child 
abuse and neglect preven-
tive services, foster care, 
adoption, maternity ser-
vices and services for the 
developmentally disabled. 
For more than 113 years, 
the New York-based organi-
zation has served the needs 
of hundreds of thousands 
of men, women and chil-
dren, with a focus on going 
beyond meeting immediate 
needs to helping individu-
als and families build lives 
of self-suffi ciency and dig-
nity.

“Our mission and pur-
pose are unchanged,” 
said Rory Kelleher, Board 
Chair. “In many respects, 
this change is a signal 
to the community of our 
continuing commitment 
to helping disadvantaged 
and vulnerable persons to 
lead better lives. We want 
everyone in the New York 
area to understand that 
we are there not just to re-

spond to urgent needs but 
also to help build produc-
tive, happy lives. That’s 
what Catholic Guardian 
Services has done under 
our prior names, and it’s 
what we plan to continue 
doing.”

The new name was re-
vealed to an audience of 
fi nancial contributors and 
other prominent civic lead-
ers at the recent 28th an-
nual Child of Peace Dinner 
in New York. “We hope all 
this will help us connect 
with people in need, includ-
ing those who may not be 
aware of all that we can do 
to help,” Longley said.

“We also want to re-
main connected with the 
many public and private 
organizations that work 
with us to support people 
and families throughout 
the fi ve boroughs and be-
yond. There has never been 
more need for the work we 
do, so it’s very important 
that we continue to work 
collaboratively to build the 
lives, families and commu-
nity we all want.”

TNCAP is sponsoring a 
New York State Liquor Au-
thority-approved and cer-
tifi ed Alcohol Awareness 
Training Program for all 
businesses that serve and/
or sell alcohol. This train-
ing is free of charge to busi-
nesses within CB # 10’s ser-
vice area. 

The program will be 

held on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20, 2013 from 10:30 am to 
1:00 pm at 2789 Schurz Av-
enue.  This 2 ½ hour train-
ing brings immediate ben-
efi ts:
• Improved customer ser-
vice
• Preserves the health, 
safety and welfare of cus-
tomers & communities

• Decreased penalties for al-
cohol violations
• Comply with Alcohol Bev-
erage Control Laws
• Stop underage drinking & 
sales to intoxicated persons

Registration is re-
quired.

Call Joanne Timmins 
at 718-904-1333 ext. 28 or e-
mail @ jtimmins@adapp.

TNCAP Alcohol Awareness 
Training Program Nov. 20th
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Discussions about diabe-
tes often focus around con-
cerns involving the eyes, 
nerves, kidneys and heart.  
According to dentists at 
Union Community Health 
Center in the Bronx, dia-
betics also cannot neglect 
the importance of good oral 
health.

 “The Bronx has the 
largest incidence of diabe-
tes in the city. We are on a 
constant mission to remind 
diabetic patients about the 
importance of being vigi-
lant in maintaining good 
oral health,” said Dr. Robert 
Margolin, DDS, who prac-
tices general dentistry at 
Union Community Health 
Center and is program di-
rector of the general prac-
tice dentistry residency 
program at St. Barnabas 
Hospital.  “It is a double 
edge sword – uncontrolled 
diabetes can affect one’s 
oral health and poor oral 
health can exacerbate one’s 
blood glucose level and con-
tribute to the progression of 
diabetes.”

 In general, said Dr. Mar-
golin, diabetes reduces the 
body’s resistance to infec-
tion, with the gums among 
the tissues most likely to be 
affected.  Periodontal dis-
ease, which can damage the 
gums and bone that hold 
the teeth in place and cause 
tooth loss, is often linked 
to the control of diabetes.  
Patients with inadequate 
blood sugar control develop 
periodontal disease more 
often and more severely, 
and tend to lose more teeth 
than people whose diabetes 
is controlled.

 In addition, an inabil-
ity for diabetics to control 
the bacteria, viruses and 

fungi that occur naturally 
in the mouth and the dimin-
ished fl ow of saliva can lead 
to fungus infections like 
thrush – where white or red 
patches form on the gums, 
tongue, cheeks or roof of 
the mouth – or xerostomia 
(or dry mouth).

 “Good oral hygiene is 
especially important for 
diabetics because their bod-
ies generally can’t fi ght off 
infection as well as those 
without the disease,” he 
said. 

 Dr. Margolin offers these 
suggestions to diabetics (as 
part of Diabetes Awareness 
Month in November):
•  See your dentist immedi-
ately if you notice signs of 
periodontal disease.  This 
includes gums that bleed 
or are red, swollen or ten-
der; gums that have pulled 
away from the teeth; when 
pus has formed between 
the teeth; loosening teeth; 
persistent bad breath; or 
changes in the fi t of partial 
dentures.
• Plan to see the dentist on 
a regular schedule.  This, 
he said, is particularly im-
portant for those whose di-
abetes is not under control 
or who have periodontal 
disease – whose symptoms 
only appear in the advanced 
stages.  “This may mean 
seeing a dentist as often 
as every couple of months 
to remove the plaque that 
forms between the teeth 
and causes gum disease,” 
he said.
• Try to schedule appoint-
ments in the morning.  This 
is considered the best time 
for diabetics to have den-
tal procedures because it’s 
when their blood glucose 
tends to be more stabilized 

and the individual has had 
breakfast, taken their medi-
cation and tested their blood 
sugar level. “This gives the 
dentist a greater window of 
opportunity to work with-
out worrying that the pa-
tient’s blood sugar will drop 
too low,” said Dr. Margolin.
• Stay compliant with your 
oral care.  In addition to 
following through on vis-
its to the dentist for pro-
fessional cleanings, this 
means brushing your teeth 
at least twice a day, fl ossing 
nightly, and using a fl uo-
ride mouth rinse. Dr. Mar-
golin recommends the use 
of an electric toothbrush, 
which can get through to 
much of the plaque on the 
tooth surface and massage 
the gums without eroding 
the tissue. The dentist may 
also prescribe other rinses 
or medication.
•  Stop smoking.  Smoking 
only makes matters worse. 
“It raises your chances of 
getting gum disease and 
fungal infections, as well 
as oral and throat cancers,” 
he said.   “If you smoke, we 
have certain aides that can 
help you stop.”

 With everything in the 
body interconnected, dia-
betics have both a particu-
lar need and a more diffi -
cult path in maintaining 
good oral health. 

 “Poor oral health can 
lead to harmful bacteria trav-
eling in your bloodstream 
to the rest of the body and 
causing problems,” said Dr. 
Margolin. “Conversely, hav-
ing a healthy mouth can lead 
to lower blood glucose lev-
els and a reduced chance of 
other infl ammation-related 
conditions in the body that 
are common with diabetes.”

Oral health and diabetes

Free mammograms
for women over 40
Free mammograms 

and clinical breast ex-
ams will be provided 
on Sunday, November 
3, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m.,  sponsored by 
the Albanian Ameri-

can Women Organiza-
tion.

 Look for the mobile 
van at The Bronx House 
Community Center, 990 
Pelham Parkway.

Services will be pro-

vided by the Multi-di-
agnostic Services.

To schedule an ap-
pointment call (212) 
244-8440 (in Alba-
nian) or contact@AA-
WOMQ.ORG

Bon Secours New York 
Health System (BSNY) an-
nounces the appointment 
of Andrea Weaver, RN, to 
the newly-created position 
of Service Excellence Coor-
dinator at Schervier Nurs-
ing Care Center, located 
in the Riverdale section 
of The Bronx. In her new 
role, Weaver will serve as 
a bridge between residents 
and staff to help identify 
needs and improve service 
delivery. She will also act 
as a patient liaison and ad-
vocate, striving to antici-
pate needs, facilitate solu-
tions and follow through 
on requests to ensure a 
comfortable stay for those 
entrusted in Schervier’s 
care.

“One of our major ongo-
ing initiatives at Schervier 
is to continue improving 
the quality of care provided 
to our residents and their 
families, and I am confi -
dent that Andrea will help 
us achieve our goal of ser-
vice excellence,” said Car-
los G. Beato, CEO of BSNY. 
“Andrea brings a wealth 
of experience in hospitals, 

nursing homes and home 
health care, making her 
well-qualifi ed to advocate 
to the continuum of care 
that our patients experi-
ence. As healthcare contin-
ues to evolve and change, 
customer service is criti-
cal to our future successes 
and is a primary objective 
to our mission.”

Weaver joins the BSNY 
team with more than 15 
years of experience in the 
health care landscape. 
Prior to her new position, 
Weaver served as Intake 
Coordinator for Schervier 
Long-Term Home Health 
Care, where she was re-
sponsible for evaluating 
and assessing patients for 
short- and long-term ad-
missions into the home 
care program, and formu-
lated discharge plans with 
social workers to ensure a 
smooth transition into the 
community for the patients.  
Previously, she served as a 
public health nurse for Vis-
iting Nurse Service of New 
York, located in the Bronx, 
and as a registered nurse 
in New York Presbyterian 

Hospital’s adult emergency 
room, located in Manhat-
tan.

“As a registered nurse 
for many years, I have 
practiced my profession by 
providing holistic healing, 
and my experiences con-
tinue to help me in under-
standing all aspects of a 
patient’s life,” said Weaver. 
“With knowledge of the 
service delivery, I have a 
fi rm commitment to excel-
lence and consistent integ-
rity, and I look forward to 
continuing my career with 
Bon Secours New York and 
bringing these dynamics 
to my new ministry.”

Weaver graduated 
from Holy Name Hospital 
School of Nursing in Tea-
neck, N.J., and has her 
degree from Saint Peter’s 
University. She is also a 
registered nurse, and has 
completed a number of cer-
tifi cation programs. She 
currently resides in the 
Bronx, N.Y.

For more information 
on Schervier Nursing 
Care Center visit www.
scherviercares.org.

Schervier’s newest appointment

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

300 Jay Street 
Downtown BrooklynSunday 11/10  10 am-3 pm 

www.citytech.cuny.edu/openhouse

OPEN
 HOUSE
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W I N E  A N D  DI N E  BY  T H E  M A R I N A

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!
Dates are available…

Parties Starting At $20 Per Person
Catering At Family Friendly Prices

Award Winning Chicken Wings
& Clam Chowder

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR NEXT EVENT!

Resturant

Daily Lunch Special

$13.95
Includes Salad, Entrée, Coffee

and Dessert

Fast Free
Delivery

ICEHOUSE FOOTBALL SPECIALS
NOW

THROUGH
SUPERBOWL

SUNDAY

140 Reynolds Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

(off Harding Ave. at foot of Throggs Neck Bridge)

718-863-5580
Mon. & Tues. 11am - 9pm
Wed. thru Fri. 11am-10pm

Daily Dinner Special

$15.95
ncludes Salad, Entrée, Coffee

and Dessert
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 The doors at the Wil-
liamsbridge Road eatery 
will remain shuttered in-
defi nitely, as renovation 
work slowly gets underway, 
according to Larry Hock-
ert, the owner’s attorney.  

News of it’s impend-
ing re-opening comes as 
health offi cials confi rmed 
New Hawaii Sea exposed 
three other people with 
hep A, upping the original 
number of infected to nine.
A total of eight patrons and 
one food handler suffered 
from the food-borne illness, 
commonly found in restau-
rants.  

The health scare drove 
thousands of customers to 
Lehman High School for 
a free hep A vaccine shots 
by the city Department of 
Health.

 The agency set up a 
clinic for three days, ad-
ministering shots to anx-

New name for former New Hawaii Sea Restaurant
From page 1

Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 

READY-TO-BUY
Find out how to make your website 

easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

ious customers who ate at 
the Asian-fusion joint from 
September 7th to the 19th, 
the window of exposure, ac-
cording to the DOH.

The outbreak soon drove 
lawyers to consider law-
suits against the restaurant 
owners, though Hockert 
maintainsed the fi rst class 
action suit was an empty 
threat since no one has fi led 
a claim. 

“The fi rst case as far as 
I know hasn’t been fi led,” 
said Hockert.  “It’s just not 
a big case.”  

“The papers are pre-
pared, I will fi le them at any 
moment,” said Steve Kauf-
man, the local attorney 
seeking punitive damages 
on grounds staffers could 
have knowingly served hep 
A-tainted food despite warn-
ings from DOH.  

The eatery had already 
left a bad taste with the 
DOH, which slapped New 
Hawaii Sea with a B letter 

grade early this year, cit-
ing violations that included 
the potential for vermin 
to worm its way into the 
kitchen area.  

Cleanliness Lesson 

The restaurant fell 
in the jurisdiction of the 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
with offi cials seeing the 
New Hawaii Sea’s troubles 
as a teachable moment.  Of-
fi cials partnered with Com-
munity Board 10 for a forum 
on food safety on Monday, 
Oct. 28, with a handful of 
restaurateurs present.  

DOH representatives de-
bunked myths about hep 
A while doling out advice 
often overlooked by res-
taurant owners, including 
the importance of washing 
hands for over 20 seconds.  

“Educate your employ-
ees to wash their hands 
because it can affect your 
business,” said DOH rep 
Faina Stavinsky.

Ken Kearns, district 
manager at CB10, suggested 
the DOH should invite food 
handlers to similar work-
shops.  

The impact of the hep 
A scaret hasn’t deterred 
businesses in Westchester 

Square.  
“There’s absolutely no 

indication that anything of 
a negative, commerce-type 
situation has happened on 
Westchester Square be-
cause of the closing of one 
restaurant,” said John Bon-

izio, chairman of the BID.  
“I challenge anyone to come 
up with stuff.”

Bonizio, owner of Metro 
Optics, blasted a report that 
linked New Hawaii Sea’s 
mishap to the drop in busi-
ness at a deli and pizzeria.  

The New Hawaii Sea Restaurant in Westchester Square remains closed, though owners vow to re-open 
under a new name and management.

Dr. Sharon Balter with the New York City Health Department leads a talk de-bunking hepatitis A, just 
over a month after an outbreak at New Hawaii Sea Restaurant sickened nine people.  Photo by Alex Belisle 

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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Mount rallies to beat Bishop Ford 

“The trouble that she got in last year in a little bit 
of a way was a blessing in disguise. The kid has 
her head on her shoulders the right way right now. 
She’s focused.”  

 NAZARETH COACH RON KELLEY..................................PAGE 75

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

BY ANTHONY PARELLI 
Mount St. Michael overcame 

an early defi cit by making use of 
calm persistence and faith in its 
system.

Down two scores on the road 
to Bishop Ford just two posses-
sions into the game the Moun-
taineers had every reason to 
panic. Instead of changing their 
approach they encouraged more 
of the same, just executed better 
in an eventual 22-12 CHSFL vic-
tory over the Falcons at Aviator 
Sports Complex on Sunday. It’s 
the Mountaineers third win in 
the last four games. 

“There really wasn’t anything 
we had to change,” Mount defen-
sive tackle Walter Washington, 
who recorded two sacks, said. 
“We just had to come out and ex-
ecute. I think we didn’t have our 
minds right at fi rst and we had 
to come out after the half and fo-
cus.

Locked in they were not early 
as Mount allowed a 32-yard touch-
down pass from James Esposito 
to Malik Warner and allowed 
Jevon Smith 81-yard scoring run 
in the fi rst quarter to give Ford 
(6-2, 5-2) a 12-0 lead. From then 
on out the defense regrouped and 
didn’t allow another point.

“We just had to play a better 
brand of football,” Mountaineer 
coach Mario Valentini said. “We 
were standing around watch-
ing and we weren’t getting after 
it and we told them they have to 
pick it up.”

On the offensive side of the 
ball it was about belief in the 
triple option, where early runs 
of three and four yards turned 
into seven and eight down the 
stretch.

Mount’s fi rst touchdown came 
a minute into the second quar-
ter when quarterback Kasim 
Thomas scooted 12 yards to the 
goal line where the ball popped 
loose. Luckily for Mount, run-
ning back Aaron Brown fell on 
the ball for the score.

The Mountaineers (4-4, 4-3) 
second score came on their lone 
pass play of the game when 
Thomas found receiver Tyrrell 
Halliman in the end zone to bring 
the score to 14-12 in their favor 
heading into the half. The sec-
ond half started right where the 

fi rst left off for Mount as they put 
together a 50-yard drive over six 
minutes that resulted in a 7-yard 
touchdown run by Anthony Ly-
ston.  

“We made a couple adjust-
ments and fortunately we were 
able to get some scores to go up 
at halftime, and then second half 
came out and scored the fi rst 
drive and put some things to-
gether,” Valentine said. 

For Mount the key was contin-
uously pounding fullback Albert 
Sutton up the middle and open-
ing up the edge for Thomas and 
the running backs.

“He toughed it out,” Valentini 
said of Sutton. “He constantly 
gave us the two or three yards of 
fi rst-down yardage.”

Mount wants to use this game 
against an opponent had of them 
in power points as a stepping-

stone with the post season two 
weeks away. It will need to beat 
Holy Trinity this week if it hopes 
to make the league’s Class AAA 
playoffs, where Mount hopes to 
avoid another slow start.  

“We have to come out in the 
fi rst quarter and fi re off the ball 
and really get after it,” Washing-
ton said.  “Once we are able to 
do that, they’re going to have to 
watch out for us in the playoffs.”

Mount quarterback Kasim Thomas, attempts to stick ball in the end zone during the CHSAA football game between Mount 
St. Michael and Bishop Ford, at Aviator Field, in Brooklyn New York, on Sunday October 27, 2013.  Robert Cole

This was 2nd win in a row for 
the Giants. They had NO t/d’s; 
scoring on 5 FGs. The special 
teams allowed the Philly TD with 
a wild snap to punter Weatherford. 
The Eagles aren’t a tough team but 
they stopped NY twice in the Red 
Zone. I CAN  guarantee that the 
Giants won’t lose next week (the 
3rd week unbeaten in a row)- they 
have a bye.                                                                          

Bengals (5-2)  49         

Jets (4-3) 9  

This was the big ruler game. 
What an awakening the Jets had. 
Cinci had 402 yards and NY had 240 
net yards. Their heads must have 
been spinning as if they were in the 
exorcist movie. Dalton was 19/30 
5TDs. Smith was 20/30 2INTs 4 
sacks. Cinci had 7 TDs and the Jets 
had zero but gave up a pick-6.   

More Melo

“Unlike when Melo was in Den-
ver,” Stephen A. Smith (ESPNNY.
com) wrote, “A place he wanted to 
leave, the Knicks’ star forward ac-
tually wants to stay here. He just 
doesn’t want to stay here and lose.                                                                  
Melo is not interested in continu-
ing to marvel at the achievements 
of one of his best friends (LeBron 
James) for years to come. Either the 
Knicks need to facilitate a way for 
the two superstars to join forces or 
position themselves to get someone 
else to make the ‘Bockers viable. 
And Melo is smart enough to know 

WEEK 8
Giants (2-6) 15
Eagles (3-5) 7

Continued on Page 75
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BY COACH PETER FRAGALE
Week Five 

Saturday, October 19 

Flag Division 

Much improvement is 
showing in the fl ag pro-
gram as players are begin-
ning to get better at grab-
bing the fl ag than picking 
the grass.  This witness 
saw some great passes and 
catches during the day as 
well as some outstanding 
runs.

The Pruzzo Super-
market Apaches played 
another fine fame with 
Jake Coppinger and Ter-
rence McLeod outstand-
ing. The Barinos Market 
Mohicans showed off the 
play of Donald Hostom-
sky and Yarel Cordero. 
The Dugout Sports Shaw-
nee had improved play 
from Noah Philips and 
Jake Broderick. Antho-
nys Flower Farm Sioux 
got fine performances 
from Kris Musacchio and 
Angel Otero as they were 
“All Over the Field.”  The 
Mister Softee Blackfeet 
had no game this week.
Junior Pee Wee Divi-

sion

The Miller Tires Steel-
ers defeated the Middle-
town Animal Clinic Ram-
blers in a high charged 
offensive game by the fi -
nal score of 27 – 14. The 
Steelers Kenneth Maxwell 
scored two touchdowns 
and Gary Phillips scored 
touchdowns on both the 
offensive and defensive 
side of the fi eld. Jason 
Campbell added two PAT 
conversions and Donovan 
Beauvoir blasted through 
the Ramblers defense 
for a 15 yard fi rst down 
run.  On defense Thomas 
Whelan added a sack and 
a fumble recovery and 
Ferdinand Cosom recov-
ered a fumble of his own.

The Ramblers high-
lights came from Joseph 
Maldonado who contrib-
uted big time fi rst down 
runs and a 22 yard touch-
down reception from Jo-
seph Peloso and a 55 yard 
touchdown run from 
Jayden Robles. Jayden 
added fi ve tackles on de-
fense as did Peter DeFab-
bia.  Joseph Goonan and 
Gabriel Ciman each had 
four tackles of their own 
and Tommy Ventriglio 
contributed three tack-
les.

Pee Wee Division 

The Ridgewood Sav-
ings Bank Black Knights 
defeated The Rams 12-6 
for their fi rst win of the 
year. Once again, led by 
their strong defense, they 
were able to shut down 
the Rams for most of the 
game. In the fi rst half, 
James Bloss playing de-
fensive end crashed the 
left side of the Rams of-
fensive line and inter-
cepted a half-back toss 
with one hand and ran 
it back 55 yards to score 
the fi rst touchdown of the 
game.  The interception 
was an outstanding play 
by Bloss to start the fi rst 
half. Before the end of the 
fi rst half, running back 
Brian Reynosa scored a 15 
yard sweep for the Black 
Knights’ second touch-
down of the game. The 
Black Knights defense 
stopped the Rams for the 
rest of the fi rst half as 
they continued their fi ne 
play. In the second half, 
it was a back-and-forth 
defensive battle until the 
Rams recovered a fumble 
and scored. The rest of 
the game was taken care 
of by strong defense led by 
James Bloss, Brian Rey-
nosa, Rafael Peralta, Key-
shawn Dixon, Nathanel 
Colon, Justin Fernandez, 
Jimmy McGaughan and 
Jeremey Rondon.  

The McNulty Funeral 
Home Rams experienced 
their fi rst loss of the sea-
son but received great 
offensive contributions 
from Rockie Wilkinson 
who threw a tight spiral 
10 yards to Steven Ro-
driguez for a fi rst down.  
Wilkinson later scored 
on a 15 yard quarterback 
sneak. The Rams defense 
was solid with fi ne perfor-
mances from Juan Cor-
rea, Matthew Marquez, 
Steven Manfreddi and 
Jack Morrissey.

Week Six 

Saturday, October 26 

Flag Division 

As the season reaches 
the half way point, we are 
thankful of all the good 
weather we have had on 
Saturdays and also want 
to give a shout out to a 
sponsor without a team 
– George the Ice Cream 
vendor in the Pelham Bay 
Parking Lot.  Attendance 
has been great at the 

games by players, coaches 
and parents alike.  Keep it 
up!

The Mister Softee 
Blackfeet had almost per-
fect attendance with Joe 
Cala, Rocco LePore and 
Dom Cozzi being outstand-
ing.  While Jayden Orozco 
and Fallon Demers showed 
marked improvement.  
Barinos Market Mohi-
cans also had a big group 
of players with Luis Men-
dez and Shaun Rodriguez 
playing well.  The Dugout 
Sporting Goods Shawnee 
got excellent participation 
from Cyrus Alston, Anad 
Daao and Jake Brodick as 
well as Aaron Castellanos.  
The Pruzzo Supermarket 
Apaches had no game this 
week.
Junior Pee Wee Division

Jimmy Ryans Blue 
Devils defeated the Mid-
dletown Animal Clinic 
Ramblers.  The Blue 
Devils opening drive 
was stopped on the first 
play from scrimmage 
with an outstanding in-
terception and return 
by the Ramblers Peter 
DeFabbia. After a three 
and out, the Blue Dev-
ils offense took the field 
again and went back to 
the air. Aramis Irizarry 
connected with slot re-
ceiver Chris Davis on 
a 27 yard pass. Irizarry 
completed the drive with 
a 5 yard score off tackle.

 The remainder of 
the first half was score-
less as both defenses re-
fused to yield many first 
downs. On the Ramblers 
most promising drive, 
Irizarry contributed 
outstanding play on de-
fense as well -causing 
a fumble, which was 
recovered by Anthony 
Bell. Bell would lead the 
team with tackles (6) 
and was a major factor 
in keeping the Ramblers 
out of the end zone.

 The second half was 
much of the same. Both de-
fenses were stingy - giving 
up few big plays. The most 
notable from the Blue Dev-
ils, were two end-arounds 
by speedster Rex Ro-
man. Another score from 
Irizarry from 7 yards out 
followed by an extra point 
from David Cojocaru 
would be the only other 
scoring in the game.

 The Miller Tires Steel-

ers defeated the North 
Bronx Paint & Hardware 
Crusaders 20 – 6. The Steel-
ers Kenneth Maxwell con-
tinued his explosive play 
with three touchdowns 
and PATs from both Ja-
son Campbell and Thomas 
Whelan.  The Steelers de-
fense had Gary Phillips 
name all over it with two 
acrobatic interceptions.
TEAM                  W   L  T  PT
STEELERS\               4    1  0  8
BLUE DEVILS           3    2  0  6
RAMBLERS              2    2  1  5
CRUSADERS            2    1  1  5
SPARTANS                0    5  0  0

Pee Wee Division 

The McNulty Funeral 
Home Rams defeated the 
Ralph Giordano’s Funeral 
Home Saints in another 
grueling defensive game 
7–0. First half highlights 
came from fi rst down runs 
from QB Rockie Wilkin-
son and FB John Fragale 
and key blocking from 
Granit Pukaj, Justin Or-
tiz, Deirdre Avitabile and 
Dillon McIntosh.  On de-
fense, Brandon Cabrera 
was on fi re with a fi rce 
sack for a 7 yard loss and 
a fumble recovery.  In the 
fourth quarter, FB Chris-
tian Valentin ate up cru-
cial time with consecutive 
fi rst down running plays.  
Steven Manfreddi late 
game tackles sealed the 
Rams victory.

The Saints David Kol-
beck contributed a fi rst 
down run and big yardage 
runs came from both Sal 
Maida and Tyrell Foster.  
Kolbeck also recovered a 
fumble and made an in-
terception on defense.  
Dewhan Ramos also con-
tributed on defense with a 
blocked pass.

The Jez Construction 
Co. Navajos defeated the 
Schuyler Hill Funeral 
Home Javelins in a nail 
biter 13-12.  The Nava-
jos offense received both 
touchdowns from power-
house running back Ju-
lian Cardona and the PAT 
from Jason Katz.  On de-
fense the Navajos relied 
on three important turn-
overs from Noah Moreno, 
Nicholas Bracer and Mark 
Tsaluca. 
TEAM  W  L  T  PT
NAVAJOS  3    1  1  7
RAMS  2    1  2  6
SAINTS  2    2  1  5
JAVELINS  1    3  1  3
BLACK NIGHTS 1    2  1  3

Warriors Football: Week fi ve highlights

BY JOHN TOLIS 
The Fieldston girl’s vol-

leyball team hasn’t missed 
despite the graduation of 
star hitters Arianna Fran-
cis and Catalina Jimenez, 
the Eagles are still one of 
the best teams in the city. 
They are 14-1 overall and 
won the Ivy League title 
with a record of 9-1. 

Freshman Gillian Gore 
has stepped in and stepped 
up in the absence of the 
two star seniors gone and 
has shown she will have a 
bright future at Fieldston. 

“So far I must say it’s 
more a team effort this 
time,” Fieldston head 
coach Collin Henry said. 
“A big help I must say is 
freshman sensation Gil-
lian Gore. 

He believes that this 
year is special because the 
girls have come together, 
especially after suffering 
their fi rst loss of the sea-
son against rival Poly Prep 
on Oct. 16. Fieldston came 
from down two sets to one 
to tie this up before losing 
15-13 in the fi fth.

“The fi rst loss this year 

was a wakeup call because 
we have been winning all 
season, so we got a little 
complacent,” Henry said. 
“The lost opened our eyes 
not to take any team lightly. 
We did with Poly because 
we had beaten them once 
and we were shocked with 
their level of play.”

Henry and the Eagles 
believe that the loss has 
helped their squad in a pos-
itive way and sees his club 
growing from it. 

“No one cried after, 
instead they were all up-
set from the lost,” he said. 
“They all circled up af-
ter and made a promise 
to themselves never to let 
their guards down again.”

The Eagles were the 
NYSAISAA state champs 
back in 2010 and are itch-
ing to get it back. The loss 
against Poly lit a fi re under 
the Fieldston volleyball 
squad and they have a new 
attitude going forward. 

 “We are the Ivey league 
champions and with that 
out of the way our main fo-
cus is on states, one team 
at a time,” Henry said. 

Fieldston looks to add 
state title to crown

BY COACH MARIE 
AND COACH EDDIE.

At 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
October 27, St. Benedict’s 
Knights of Columbus took 
on Alboro Security at the 
AFC Soccer fi eld.  What a 
game!  Both teams gave it 
their all.  

Alboro Security’s Jo Lee 
Martin, Mia Tierney, and 
Angelica Rubino moved 
the ball and passed like  
pros.  Liam Ali and William 
Schwartz both played goalie 
and held St. Benedict’s to 
only one goal.  

Sara Vukic, Connor 
Delatorre and Sabastian 

Goldstein on defense were 
nearly impossible to get 
past and returned the ball 
with thundering kicks. 

St. Benedict’s kept on 
the pressure.  Carlissa San-
tina, with her endless en-
ergy, scored off a reverse 
pass from Joseph Vento, 
who also scored twice with 
his new-found kick that he 
praticed all week with his 
dad.  Liam Ali also came off 
goal and scored.  

Hats off to the kids of 
St. Benedict’s and Alboro 
Security for giving all the 
spectators a great game to 
watch.     

AFC Soccer highlights

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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Velocity Track Club

Velocity Track Club

the present roster won’t 
cut the mustard.

So this season -- with im-
pending free agency -- is the 
perfect opportunity to put 
the franchise on notice.

First, secure coach Mike 
Woodson by getting the 
Knicks to pick up the option 
on his third year -- which 
Melo has already done. Sec-
ond, do everything you can 
to assure Dolan you want 
to stay ... without actually 
committing to staying. 
Melo doesn’t need to tell the 
Knicks, with new president 
and general manager Steve 
Mills, what to do, because he 
knows they already know.

If Amar’e Stoudemire 
isn’t healthy again, con-
vince him to retire so those 
numbers will come off the 
books. By acquiring An-
drea Bargnani, whose $23 
million comes off the books 
after the 2014-15 season, you 
now have either Bargnani 
or Tyson Chandler -- or both 
-- as bait in the fi nal years of 
their contracts.

It’s all about maneuver-

ability, the ability to posi-
tion yourself as a franchise 
to pursue LeBron. It doesn’t 
matter that it’s a long shot to 
get him because Miami and 
Cleveland are his prefer-
ences. Melo knows it’s pos-
sible that LeBron will move 
on. That both of them want 
to play together. And that 
the possibilities are endless 
when your conversations 
are with a billionaire with 
ties to Wall Street.”

It’s too early to fret over 
this. But, we’ll be hearing a 
lot more about this as time 
goes on.

Molinaro Maranara

Bob Molinaro (Hamp-
tonRoads.com) wrote:                                                          
“Couldn’t believe what I 
read the other day. Linda 
Ronstadt, whose voice is 
silenced by Parkinson’s 
disease, has only now been 
nominated for the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame after be-
ing eligible for more than 20 
years. Short of pretending 
the ‘70s never happened and 
that any woman in country, 
rock or pop had a stronger, 
more identifi able voice, how 

could anybody overlook 
Ronstadt for so long?” For 
me it was Rosemary Cloo-
ney in the 50’s, Connie Fran-
cis in the 60’s, and Linda 
Ronstadt in the 70’s.

Reunion

Dwight Perry related 
that Norman Chad wrote 
the time “He attended a 
Raiders-Chargers game: ‘I 
would’ve felt safer at a Man-
son Family reunion.’”

RIP, Bum Philips

The Sports Curmudgeon 
paid honor to the late head 
football coach, “Bum Phil-
lips was sort of like the Yogi 
Berra of the NFL; his quips 
were great. As a tribute, let 
me leave you with a few…                                                                                             
When asked if he minded 
being addressed as “Bum”:        

“I don’t mind be-
ing called “Bum”, just 
as long as you don’t put 
a “You’ in front of it.”                                                                                                                            
After star running back, 
Earl Campbell, could not 
fi nish the one-mile run that 
everyone did on the open-
ing day of training camp:                                                        
“When it’s 1st and a mile, I 
won’t give it to him.”

Pipe Dreams: Molinaro Maranara
From Page 73

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Bianca Cuevas chose 

to use the approach that 
made her who she is today 
to mold the player and per-
son she will become.

The Nazareth senior 
guard, who is one of the 
nation’s top players, ex-
celled under the tough-love 
style of former coach and 
father fi gure Apache Pas-
chall, who died suddenly 
nearly two years ago. The 
Bronx-native saw similar 
qualities in the approach 
of South Carolina women’s 
basketball coach Dawn 
Staley during her offi cial 
visit. It was enough for her 
to verbally commit to the 
Gamecocks over Ole Miss 
last week. 

“She was like, ‘This is 
going to be hard for you. 
I’m going to be on you be-
cause I only want the best 
for you,’” Cuevas said of 
Staley.

Nothing will be handed 
her she said. She expects 
to play, but not start right 
away for a program that 

was ranked No. 17 in the 
nation at the end of last sea-
son. Cuevas believes Staley 
and South Carolina will 
create the best environ-
ment for her to grow. 

Staley is a one of the 
greatest players in the his-
tory of women’s basketball. 
The point guard won three 
Olympic gold medals, took 
Virginia to the NCAA title 
game, led the Charlotte 
Sting to the WNBA fi nals 
and is a member of the Na-
tional Basketball Hall of 
Fame. Cuevas, who scored 
17 points at the Metro Clas-
sic All-Star game last Sun-
day, struck up a close bond 
with her.     

“She’s going to teach me 
what I need to know,” she 
said. “She is going to be 
honest with me. She’s not 
going to sit there and lie 
in your face. She’s going to 
take care of me.” 

The decision’s forward 
thinking is a sign of how 
much Cuevas has grown as 
a person off the court ever 
since she was a phenom 

seventh grader playing 
against high school seniors 
with her Exodus travel ball 
team. Nazareth coach Ron 
Kelley said the 5-foot-6 Cue-
vas is a different person 
thanks to her tumultuous 
junior season. She was sus-
pended for the remainder 
of the year last February 
for two incidences of fi ght-
ing.

“The trouble that she 
got in last year in a little 
bit of a way was a blessing 
in disguise,” Kelley said. 
“The kid has her head on 
her shoulders the right way 
right now. She’s focused.”  

In South Carolina she 
sees a place where her 
growth can continue with 
the kind accountability 
she needs to continue to be 
successful. Staley and her 
staff are demanding on and 
off the court. Earning ev-
erything that comes to her 
sits just fi ne with her.    

“I think I had a better 
future over there,” Cuevas 
said. “I think I am going to 
have to work harder.”

BY WINSTON DINKINS
On Sunday, October 

27th, Velocity Track 
Club competed in the 
Haunted Hills Cross 
Country Meet at Van 
Cortlandt Park, Bronx, 
New York.  We had great 
weather and good compe-
tition, with some of the 
top XC runners from the 
New York area.  Awards 
were given out to top 
six athletes in their age 
group and gender.  They 
had a 800 meters race for 
children 6 years old and 
younger, 2k (1.2 miles) 
for 7 & 8 years old, 3k 
(1.8 miles) for 9 to 12 
years old), 4k (2.5 miles) 
for 13 & 14 years and 5k 
(3.1 miles) for 15 years & 
older.  Plus, there were a 
Coaches/Parents XC Re-
lay.   

 The following Veloc-
ity’s student athletes 
won awards in this com-
petitive meet:  Dontae 
Lindo took 2nd in the 7 – 
8 years boy 1.2 mile run, 
Jordan Ingram took 5th 
in the boys 7 – 8 1.2 mile 
run and Co-Captain Gio-

vanna Tolbert took 4th 
place in the 11 – 12 girls 
1.8 mile run.   

 On Saturday, Novem-
ber 2nd, we will be com-
peting in the AAU Metro 
District Cross Country 
Championship in Cun-
ningham Park at Fresh 
Meadows NY.  Also, 
there will be an 800 me-
ters and 1 mile race for 
sprinters and mid dis-
tance runners.  

On Sunday, Novem-
ber 3rd, Velocity will be 
cheering on the mara-
thon runners in the New 
York Marathon.  We will 
be assigned a location 
by the NYRR to cheer 
on the runners.  This is 
a great opportunity for 
our young athletes to see 
some of best Runners in 
the world and give our 
children an additional 
goal, to run in the New 
York Marathon.   

Anyone interested in 
joining Velocity Track 
Club New York, Contact 
Coach Dinkins at 914-
441-6196 or you email me 
at WATCLT@AOL.COM.   

Cuevas commits to SC hoops
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914.965.2400
561 Central Park Ave.Yonkers, NY 10704

Mon-Thur: 9-8, Fri: 9-6, 
Sat: 9-5, Closed Sundays

5

Why Buy New When You 
Can Get
Pre-Owned

2dr, 6cyl, manual trans, pwr/s/ABS/w/l/m/
sts, A/C, AM/FM/CD, air bags, keyless 

entry, dual exhaust, tilt, Bluetooth, 10,207 
mi. Stk#138946.

$19,875Buy
For

yl mmanuall ttrans pwr//s/A/ABSBSS//w/l

2013 Chevy  
Camaro

5dr, 8cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/w/l/m/leather sts/
sunroof, A/C, AM/FM/CD, air bags, 3rd row 

seating, grill guard, tilt, cruise, keyless entry, 
65,709 mi. Stk#88945.

yl a tuto pwr//s/AA/ABSBS/w//w/l/m//l/leathther s

2008 Chevy  
Tahoe LT

$20,875Buy
For

$22,937Buy
For

2010 Buick  
LaCrosse CXL

4dr, 6cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/w/l/m/htd leather 
sts, A/C, AM/FM/CD, Navigation, air bags, 

back up camera, tilt, cruise, chrome wheels, 
31,6943 mi. Stk#138931.

STANDARD CPO  
MAINTENANCE PLAN

TWO AUTO  
WARRANTIES

ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE

172-POINTS 
VEHICLE INSPECTION

3 DAY/150-MILES
GUARANTEE

VEHICLE  
HISTORY REPORT

ONSTAR  
TRIAL OFFER

SIRIUSXM™
TRIAL OFFER

 
® ®

1.9% APR
Financing 

Avail ̂

SA
ME

 DA
Y 

DE
LIV

ERY

Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads. All advertised pricing include all costs to be paid by a consumer except license, registration, & taxes. Must take delivery from dealer’s stock by 11/6/13. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Prices exclude all tax, tags and 
DMV fees. ^On select models for qualified buyers, subject to primary lender approval. See dealer for complete details. Photos are for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors and vehicles sold prior to publication date. DMV#2600376.

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

'08 Chevy Malibu
4dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/w/l/m/leather sts, A/C, AM/FM/CD,  
air bags, keyless entry, tilt, cruise, alloys,  
77,089 mi. Stk#188947............................................................Buy For

$11,987
'10 Toyota Corolla S
4dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/w/l/m/leather sts/sunroof/trunk,  
A/C, AM/FM/CD, air bags, tilt, cruise, alloys,  
45,584 mi. Stk#108881........................................................... Buy For

$13,788
'11 Chevy Malibu LT
4dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/ w/l/m, A/C, AM/FM/CD,  
air bags, keyless entry, 5 spoke wheels, tilt, back up camera,  
OnStar, Bluetooth, 17,209 mi. Stk#118930.  ............................Buy For

$14,608
'10 Nissan Frontier Crew Cab 4x4
4dr, 6cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/w/l/m/sts, A/C,  
AM/FM/CD, air bags, cruise, 75,602 mi.  
Stk#108941. ...........................................................................Buy For

$18,435

'11 Chevy Equinox LT AWD  
5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/ w/l/m/sts, A/C, AM/FM/CD,  
air bags, keyless entry, tilt, back up camera,  
OnStar, Navigation, 35,495 mi. Stk#118934. ............................Buy For

$18,701
'13 Kia Sonata LX
5dr, 6cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/w/l/m/sts, A/C, AM/FM/CD,  
air bags, traction cntrl, tilt, cruise,  
12,343 mi. Stk#138931......................................................... Buy For

$19,898
'10 Chevy Tahoe LTZ
5dr, 4cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/w/l/m/leather sts/sunroof, A/C,  
AM/FM/CD, air bags, keyless entry, tilt, cruise, back up camera,  
OnStar, Navigation, chrome wheels, 75,602 mi. Stk#108936. ..... Buy For

$29,872
'11 Chevy Suburban AWD 2LT
5dr, 8cyl, auto, pwr/s/ABS/ w/l/m/leather sts/sunroof,  
A/C, AM/FM/CD, keyless entry, 5 spoke wheels, assist step,  
dual DVD players, 2nd row seating, 32,462 rental mi. Stk#138900R. ..... Buy For

$39,875




