
BY BEN KOCHMAN
Locals are demanding im-

proved safety measures on a 
speedy stretch of E. Tremont Av-
enue in Throggs Neck where a se-
nior citizen was fatally struck by 
oncoming traffi c.

The victim, 74-year-old local 
Angel Figueroa, was crossing 
E. Tremont at Puritan Avenue 
headed north just before 8 a.m. 
Monday, Oct. 21 when he was hit 
fi rst by a red Dodge Durango trav-
eling east.

Figueroa was thrown across 
the lane and struck by a black Nis-
san Altima car service vehicle 
headed in the opposite direction. 

He landed in the middle of the 
street and was pronounced dead 
at the scene from severe body 
trauma, police said. 

Speed-happy street

The Throggs Neck section of 
the wide avenue that runs through 
the borough has long been consid-
ered treacherous for pedestrians, 
said Bob Bieder, president of the 
45th Precinct Community Coun-
cil. He said drivers often gun their 
engines in the hopes of making it 
through consecutive traffi c lights, 
which are out of sync and encour-
age speeding over the citywide 30 
MPH limit.

“If you want to make the next 
light, you have to go 50 or 60 miles 
per hour,” he said. “That’s how 
people drive here.”

It was not immediately clear 
how fast the Dodge SUV was go-
ing when it struck Figueroa, but 
surveillance video from nearby 
Anthony’s Flower Farm on E. 
Tremont Avenue shows Figueroa 
wandering into the street against 
moving traffi c. The driver of 
the Dodge, the fi rst car to hit 
Figueroa, was arrested for having 
a suspended license but was driv-
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Senior
struck on
Tremont

MORE
POLICE
POWER
Borough to receive more cops

Anthony’s Flower Farm Fun
Mrrowwww!  Kitty-cat Charlotte and her sister Chloe Santiago get into the 
spirit of the Halloween season, visting Anthony’s Flower Farm in Throggs 
Neck.

Photo by Edw
in Soto BY DAVID CRUZ

Bronx police precincts strug-
gling with staffi ng shortages are 
fi nally getting some relief - and the 
public better help.

Crime numbers have dropped 
to their lowest in decades.

But with NYPD manpower 
down dramatically in recent years, 

some precincts have only been able 
to fi eld two or three patrol cars on 
some shifts, creating lengthy back-
logs responding to non-emergency 
calls. 

Police sources confi rmed 
roughly 12 to 26 offi cers will be 
permanently deployed to each pre-

Golf Course opens amid fanfare

Donald Trump and Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr. speak during the Ferry 
Point Park Golf Course dedication cer-
emony on Wednesday, October 16. The 
Trump Organization will run the new 
golf course.  photo by Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO                    
The Ferry Point Park Golf 

Course, a dream of community 
leaders and elected offi cials 
since the late-1970s, is now a re-
ality. 

Mayor Bloomberg, real-es-
tate tycoon and course operator 
Donald Trump, and legendary 
golfer and course designer Jack 
Nicklaus joined together with 
local electeds Wednesday, Oct. 
16 to celebrate completion of the 
course’s fi nal hole. 

Community Board 10 fi rst re-

quested a golf course for the east 
side of Ferry Point Park in 1977, 
Bloomberg noted. But it took 
the efforts of his and predeces-
sor Rudy Giuliani’s administra-
tions to make the golf course a 
reality.

Former city landfi ll

 It also required environ-
mental remediation for the site, 
which closed as a city landfi ll in 
1963. 

“We have great public courses 
around the fi ve boroughs, but 
we’ve never had a pro tourna-

ment-quality public course -- un-
til now,” said Bloomberg. “Ferry 
Point Park is just the latest ex-
ample of our work to reuse and 
re-imagine brownfi elds around 
the city. It is also the culmina-
tion of a process that has been 
six decades in the making.” 

He added: “The new course 
will bring revenue to the City - 
and the open space will bring 
great opportunities for rec-
reation and relaxation and a 
beautiful new greenspace to the 

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 11
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BY DAVID CRUZ
The borough’s parades 

and other festivals may be 
cut short next year if the city 
gets its way.  

In a last-minute push 
before the term ends, the 
Bloomberg administration 
is proposing forcing budget-
lean parade or festival or-
ganizers to foot NYPD over-
time costs.  

It’s an idea Tony Signorile 
was stunned to hear after 
a meeting with the NYPD’s 
Bronx Borough Command, 
poring over last-minute de-
tails for the Bronx Colum-
bus Day Parade, which he 
organizes. 

“If that goes through, 
I don’t think you’re gonna 
have any more parades or 
street fairs,” said Signo-
rile, reporting the news to 
members of the Morris Park 
Community Association on 
Oct. 16.  

While the proposal is not 

set in stone, word of the mea-
sure sent jitters down the 
spines of parade organizers 
in the Bronx, mostly non-
profi t community groups 
who struggle each year to 
cobble funds from various 
merchants and elected offi -
cials for their events.  

Cobbling Funds 

As it stands, collecting 
the roughly $60,000-$80,000 
in donations is always the 
main struggle for Signo-
rile, spending a year asking 
neighbors, small business 
owners and elected offi cials 
for funds to fi nance the pa-
rade’s insurance, fl oats and 
marching bands.  The leg-
work pays off given the thou-
sands of people who stop by 
the parade.  

The overtime issue was 
problematic for Signorile 
three years back after the 
Bloomberg administration 
forced him to scale back the 
length of a parade, citing 

overtime costs.  The NYPD 
was also ordered to reduce 
the number of parade of-
fi cers by 15%, said Signo-

rile.  He was able to accept 
the city’s order, though the 
thought of a fronting the OT 
bill is taking it a step too far. 

The parade is just one 
of several events that draw 
thousands of parade goers 
and extra manpower.  On 
top of the Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade, extra troops 
are called in to work the 
borough’s Puerto Rican Day, 
Dominican Day, Veteran’s 
Day and St. Patrick’s Day 
parades. 

“This is going to put a 
crimp on our budget,” said 
Lynn Gerbino, a member 
of the Throggs Neck Hom-
eowners Association, which 
collects funds needed to op-
erate the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Throggs Neck.  
The event is considered a 
business draw for the area 
merchants along East Trem-
ont Avenue, the designated 
route for community groups, 
bagpipers and elected offi -
cials march.  

Costs 

NYPD overtime pay runs 
the gamut, depending on 

several factors that include 
rank and years in service.

The recent Bronx Co-
lumbus Day Parade, for ex-
ample, involved nearly 100 
offi cers scattered through-
out the route. Offi cers could 
work upwards of six hours 
setting up barricades, man-
ning corners and later clear-
ing barricades.

The total costs could 
then run $50,000 for commu-
nity groups should they be 
responsible for covering the 
costs. 

“I don’t think they can 
ever afford it,” said one po-
lice source.  “Economically, 
I don’t think it’s possible.”  

But on top of NYPD costs, 
the city also foots the sanita-
tion bill that involves work-
ers using a clean-up truck. 
It’s unclear what the tally is 
on those costs. 

The Mayor’s Offi ce did 
not respond to requests for 
comment.

Mayor Bloomberg wants community groups to foot the bill

Parades like the Bronx Dominican Day Parade are in jeopardy 
thanks to a city proposal that will force community groups to fund 
overtime pay for NYPD offi cers. 

Boro parades could owe cop OT

BY BEN KOCHMAN
It hasn’t just been 

tough on the Bronx 
Bombers blowing this 
year’s playoffs, for only 
the second time in 19 
years.

As the World Series 
kicked off this week in 
Boston, the bars and sou-
venir shops back in the 
Bronx that depend on 
the Yanks for business 
were either running at 
limited capacity or shut-
tered entirely.

“It’s like a resort town 
out here,” said Cary 
Goodman, who runs the 
E. 161st Street Business 
Improvement District. 

Bars bummed out

Closed down stores 
and quiet streets set in 
whenever the Yankees 
aren’t playing, but this 
year the pinstriped cash 
cow ran dry early.

 The season’s final 
home game was Sept. 26. 
Even a handful of extra 

home games in the play-
offs, which start in Octo-
ber and can stretch into 
early November, would 
have been a major boon 
for local businesses.

“Every playoff game 
would mean more money 

than we can make now 
in a week,” said Joe Bas-
tone, owner of the iconic 
Yankee Tavern on E. 
161st. 

Bastone’s place stays 
open for lunch, dinner 
and drinks year-round, 

raking in a bit of lunch 
business from the Bronx 
Courthouse up the street 
at E. 161st and Grand 
Concourse. In the off-
season, the restaurant 
opens for shorter hours 
and with a smaller staff, 

he said.
On a recent Friday 

evening, the space was 
empty, save for a group 
of men clutching lottery 
tickets and gathered 
around a television.

The place would have 
been swarming with cus-
tomers had the Yankees 
been in town, he said. 
Fans line up to pay $2 
dollars extra for mixed 
drinks and beers until 2 
a.m. when the team is at 
home.

A ghost town

A few steps west in the 
direction of the stadium, 
Billy’s, a sports bar that 
recently tripled in size 
with a $4 million renova-
tion, was still open, but 
its snazzy new cavern-
ous dancehall in back 
was also empty, though 
the owner plans to host 
events there during the 
offseason.

Even closer to the 
Stadium, most stores on 
River Avenue, under the 
rumbling elevated sub-
way, are boarded up.

Stan’s Sports Bar and 
souvenir shop are closed 
for business, and the 
Dugout, another sports 

bar on the strip, decided 
to close its doors as well 
until the Pinstripe Bowl, 
a college football game 
held at Yankee Stadium 
on Dec. 29. 

“You make a lot of 
money during the play-
offs, but it’s expected 
that you count your 
money during the regu-
lar season,” said Louis 
Valle, a manager at Dug-
out. 

Staying postitive

Some shops stay open 
even amid the tough 
times. At the corner of E. 
161th and River Avenue, 
a souvenir shop called 
Yankee Land is keeping 
doors open, marketing to 
the few sporadic tourists 
visiting the stadium.

Customers are sparse, 
but the BID’s Goodman 
said he expects the busi-
nesses to survive los-
ing the October traffic 
and be back in full force 
come next spring. 

“There’s so much 
business during the sea-
son,” he said, “that in 
the non-season they can 
just sit around, hanging 
out, enjoying the ambi-
ance.”

Yankee strikeout in playoffs hurts local merchants

No joy in Mudville for stadium biz

River Avenue, a stone’s throw away from the new Yankee Stadium, shut down a few weeks early this 
year for the offseason.                                    Photo by Ben Kochman
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1468 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461
Tel 718-881-9200
Fax 718-231-8024 

www.bronxwood.com

Schedule a consultation and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

@ Experienced, warm and sensitive care for persons living in their own home
@ The only Bronx-based Home Care agency
@ Proudly serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and Nassau County
@ Professional, personalized and compassionate care 
@ Sensitivity to cultural and religious needs
@ Helping patients optimize their health, quality of life and sense of well being
@ Care is delivered under the direct supervision of a registered nurse
@ Grooming, hygiene, dressing, assistance with activities and housekeeping
@ Safe ambulation, medication reminders and incontinence care
@ Live-in and support services, nursing and therapeutic care
@ Respiratory Therapy, Audiology and Traumatic Brain Injury
@ Nursing Home Transition and Diversion Waiver
@ Multi-lingual Home Health Aides (HHA’s) and Personal Care Aides (PCA’s)
@ Nurse on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
@ Employee verification phone line
@ Licensed by N.Y. State Department of Health
@ Medicare, Medicaid, private pay and private insurance accepted

Perfect for
Bronxwood Home Care

Not ready
to leave his
own home.

Ready
to face life
head on.
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ing with a green light, a po-
lice source said.

The driver of the second 
vehicle to hit Figueroa, said 
that the man’s body fell di-
rectly in front of his car’s 
left wing.

“I ran over him and 
pulled over to the right,” 
said the man, who declined 
to give his name

Dead on arrival

Eyewitnesses to the 
crash described a gruesome 
scene. Figueroa’s body lay 
in the street for over three 
hours, and was eventually 
covered with a sheet until 
the Fire Department ar-
rived at 11:30 a.m and hosed 
down the spot where the 
collision took place.

“I saw a lot of blood to his 
neck and head,” said Ronald 
Giambastiani, who drove 
by a few minutes after the 
crash. “There was a nurse 
leaning over his body, look-
ing for a pulse, and I asked 
her ‘do you need any help? 
Can I help give CPR?’ But 
she just looked at me and 
said ‘he’s gone.” 

Police originally sought 
a third driver who sped 
from the scene, but upon 
investigation have decided 
that only the red Dodge 
Durango and black Altima 
car service vehicle struck 
Figueroa, a police source 
said. 

Figueroa lived at Logan 
and Dewey Avenues, police 
said. The 74-year-old was 

headed to the doctor’s offi ce, 
Figueroa’s granddaughter 
Anna Diaz told NBC. 

Traffi c calming ideas

In response to the crash, 
Community Board 10 is 
asking the Department of 
Transportation to install a 
speed meter and more speed 
limit signs on E. Tremont 
Avenue, as well as a speed 
bump on Puritan Avenue.

Bobby Jean, who owns 
the fl ower shop steps from 
where the collision took 
place, said that traffi c-calm-
ing changes could not come 
soon enough.

“How many more peo-
ple have to die,” he asked, 
“before the authorities get 
their act together and do 
something about this?”

Senior citizen fatally struck crossing East Tremont Ave.

The body of 74-year-old Angel Figueroa lay in the street for over three hours, as police investigated the 
crash that killed the Throggs Neck senior citizen. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

From Page 1

cinct, with the busy 44th Pre-
cinct in Highbridge allotted 
the most with 26 offi cers.    

In the 49th Precinct, cov-
ering Morris Park, Pelham 
Parkway, Van Nest and Al-
lerton, 18 cops are expected 
to join the 168 offi cers in the 
relatively safe station once 
known as the “country club 
precinct.”

“I guess my begs and pleas 
were fi nally answered,” said 
the precinct’s commander, 
Deputy Inspector Lorenzo 
Johnson.

“Since June 25th of last 
year, I’ve been asking,” John-
son said, referring to his fi rst 
day at the Four-Nine. 

“This is the largest 
amount I can remember,” 
said Joe Thompson, a re-
tired NYPD detective who 
heads the precinct’s commu-
nity council.

Thompson said he’d love 
to see some of those cops sta-
tioned along bustling com-

mercial areas such as White 
Plains Road, where he serves 
as executive director of the 
White Plains Road Business 
Improvement District.  

“It’s going to be perfect be-
cause it’s going to come dur-
ing holiday time,” he said. 
“If we use our extra cops and 
auxiliaries we will have an 
extra presence here.”

Four-Five Precinct

Some 20 cops will be as-
signed to the geographically 
large 45th Precinct, cover-
ing Throggs Neck, City is-
land and Co-Op City.

Precinct commander, 
Capt. James McGeown 
called the added troops wel-
come news.

“It will benefi t my pre-
cinct,” he said, “and more 
importantly, the commu-
nity.” 

Bob Bieder, head of pre-
cinct’s community council, 
hopes the unprecedented 
manpower will inspire Four-
Five brass to re-introduce its 

own, separate narcotics unit 
to combat the known drug el-
ement within the precinct.

“We have a lot of drug is-
sues that are going on in the 
schools area,” Bieder pointed 
out.  He prays new cops can 
put a dent on quality of life 
issues, including traffi c en-
forcement against speeding 
bikers and drivers.  

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca said cop staffi ng short-
ages in both the 45th and 49th 
Precincts within his council 
district have been a common 
gripe for years among con-
stituents. “The residents of 
my district deserve to feel 
a sense of security in their 
neighborhoods,” said Vacca.  
“More offi cers will help re-
duce crime even more.” 

Impact Zones

The bulk of the newly as-
signed offi cers will be from 
Operation Impact, which 
places rookies in specifi c 
high-crime areas.

Some 200 of the current 

400 cops assigned to Bronx 
impact zones will be shifted 
to local precincts, with the 
December police academy 
graduating class replacing 
them.

The 40th, 41st, 43rd, 44th, 
46th, 48th, and 52nd Precinct 
now have Impact Zones, plus 
an Impact Response Team 
overseen by the Bronx Bor-

ough Command.  
It’s a welcome relief for 

offi cers, who’ve so far won 
the war on crime this year, 
though barely.  As of Oct. 
13, overall major crime 
throughout the city has been 
down 1% from the same time 
a year ago. 

Borough crime has 
inched up a slight half a per-

cent, thanks largely to jumps 
in felony assaults and grand 
larcenies.

The 49th, 44th, 47th and 
50th precincts all showed 
crime drops.  The 40th Pre-
cinct in Mott Haven ranked 
as the most troubled, hold-
ing a 17% crime surge from 
the same time last year.  

Borough’s precincts set to get additional police offi cers
From Page 1

More cops could be seen walking the beat by next year as the NYPD looks to permanently deploy more 
cops to Bronx precincts.
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Champagne Buffet Brunch
• Omelette Station-made to order • W e Station • Eggs Benedict • Scrambled Eggs • Bacon • French

Toast with strawberries • Sausage • Homefries • Fresh Grilled Vegetables • Salads • Cold Antipasto
• Fresh and Aged Cheese • Shrimp Cocktail • Oysters •  Clams  on the half shell • Mussels Marinara

• Norwegian Salmon • Steak • Chicken • Veal • Eggplant Rollantini • Chef’s Selection of Pasta
• Carving Stations • Fresh Baked Mu s • Bagels • Rolls • Croissant • Fresh Fruits • Dessert Station

• Co ee • Tea • Espresso • Cappuccino 

$25.95 per person
Children under 10 $11.95

Every Sunday

11:30am-3:30pm
Our Regular menu is also available

Your choice of: 
Broiled, Oreganata, Steamed,
Fra Diavolo (Spicy), Marinara

Served with:  
Pasta, Rice, or Potato Croquette or Salad

2 for 1 glass of wine

1 ¼  POUND LOBSTER

900 Morris Park Ave, Bronx, NY 10462
718.892.3830

Mondays & Thursdays - Extended Happy Hour
$5.00 drinks $5.00 appetizers
(bar and lounge )

Choose from 6 sauces
Vodka, Marinara, Bolognese, Alfredo, Arrabbiata, Filetto di pomodoro

Choose from 7 pastas
Penne, Bowtie, Angel Hair, Fettuccine, Spaghetti, Rigatoni, Linguine
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2013 Bronx Columbus Day Parade sets sail in Morris Park
The Bronx Columbus Day Parade was another success in Morris Park, as thousands of people gathered to celebrate Italian pride on Sunday, October 13. Hundreds of students and local elected officials 
marched, as well as community associations, non-profit organizations, merchants, and local schools.            Photos by Patricio Robayo

SUNY Maritime College Miss Columbus - Giuliana Izzo Columbus Citizens Foundation 49th Precinct Council

49th Precinct Explorers St. Clare’s School Girl Scouts - St. Clare’s School Christopher Columbus High School 

Genoroso Pope Foundation Order Sons of Italy Forum of Italian American Educators  Preston High School

St. Francis Xavier School  Cub Scout Pack 162 United Federation of Teachers St. Catharine Academy Cheerleaders

Aquinas High School Cardinal Spellman High School Star of the Sea Cadets San Silverio Shrine
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Allerton Tenants and Homeowners Association  Young Adult Borough Center and Lehman College  P.S. 83           Philippine American Association

 P.S. 108 Philip J. Abinanti San Silverio Committee Dream Makers Performing Arts  St. Raymond Academy

Our Savior Lutheran Church Brownie Troop 1089 St. Theresa School     The Van Nest Academy

Albert Einstein College of Medicine   Exit Realty  Young Voices Academy Calvary Hospital

Aquinas Council Bronx High School of Science Sanitation Salvage CASA Red-mix Concrete 
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

BY DAVID CRUZ
Call it drug treatment 

court with a veteran’s 
twist. 

A contingent of veter-
ans, drug counselors and 
litigators have ushered in 
the new Bronx Veterans 
Treatment Court, a spe-
cial court that allows vets 
to seek therapy or sober up 
without stepping into a jail 
cell.  

Several agencies teamed 
up to jumpstart the court, 
citing a link between drug 
abuse and a service mem-
ber’s tour of duty.  

“It’s bringing a holis-
tic approach to people 
who deserve it,” said Jus-
tice Douglas McKeon, the 
Bronx County Court’s lead 
jurist, joining legal and 
military brass for the Oct. 
21 announcement.

One of the court’s main 
hallmarks is the imple-
mentation of fourteen men-
tors tasked to help troubled 
veterans maintain their 
sobriety as they pick up 
the pieces.  

“We’re like Big Brother,” 

said Dwayne Gathers, who 
oversees the mentor pool.  
“We help them navigate 
through the VA system 
with veterans who been 
through that already.” 

The court has been 
in session since the past 
summer, following several 

meetings with the U.S. 
Veterans Affairs offi ce, 
the Bronx District Attor-
ney’s Offi ce and the Bronx 
County Court system out-
lining the program. 

The Bronx DA’s offi ce 
has now transferred drug-
related cases involving vet-

erans to the new specialty 
court, already rooted in 
Brooklyn, Queens and sev-
enteen other county courts 
throughout the state.

McKeon, a military 
vet, tapped fellow veteran 
Leonard Livoti as the pre-
siding judge.  In the sev-
enth fl oor of the court-
house, Livoti has heard 
cases, taking into account 
a veteran’s service record.  
In virtually all cases, 
Livoti has recommended 
a drug program that can 
run 12 to 18 months.  His 
rulings are usually mild, 
offering to bump B felonies 
down to A misdemeanors.  
In some instances, Livoti 
can throw out a charge 
depending on a veteran’s 
progress.  

“I get monthly reports,” 
said Livoti.  “Veterans 
come to the court once a 
month for the entire time.”     

But the program is not 
exclusive to treatment or 
group therapy approach, 
but preventative measures 
too.  Recovered veterans 
are also mandated to fi nd 

work or get an education 
following their sobriety.  

“They’ve  got to learn 
a skill,” Livoti empha-
sized, adding the mentors 
are there to help veterans 
work through the bureau-
cratic channels of the Vet-
erans Affairs agency.  

Gathers noted the case 
of  one veteran he’s helped 
work toward recovery by 
showing him all the enti-
tlements available to him.  

“If he had that knowl-
edge when he came out 
twenty years ago,” said 
Gatherss.  “His life may 
have been totally differ-

ent.”  
Frank Arce, a Vietnam 

veteran and retired state 
supreme court offi cer has 
pressed judges since the 
1990’s to kickstart a pro-
gram geared towards vet-
erans driven to drugs.

“A lot of us carry those 
ghosts till the day we 
die,” explained Arce, who 
stopped by the program.  

Judge Livoti appears to 
now have answered that 
need, working exclusively 
with fellow veterans.  

“We’re not going to 
leave anyone who gets in 
trouble behind,” he said. 

The Bronx Veterans Treatment Court is now in session, holding 
court at Bronx County Court.                                     Photo by David Cruz 

Special court to help veterans

Bronx elected fofi cials 
will take on their Queens 
counterparts in a chari-
table game of touch foot-
ball on Sunday, October 
27.  Proceeds from the 
game, at Monsignor Mc-
Clancy High School at 
71-06 31st Avenue in East 

Elmhurst, will go to The 
Wounded Warriors Proj-
ect and United Services 
Organizations.

“We’re going to risk it 
all and try,” said Assem-
blyman Mike Benedetto, 
who chairs the Veterans 
Committee.  

Bronx pols vs. 
Queens pols
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2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx  718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm   Sunday 11am-5pm
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty.  
We welcome outside prescriptions!
Visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other 
restrictions may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change 
without notice.

Includes CR-39 
Single Vision 

Lenses

Includes CR-39 
Bifocal Lenses

Includes  
CR-39  

Progressive 
Lenses

$59
$ 99

$149

Complete Pair Of Eyeglasses

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

ent.

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

SUPER SALE

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

$39EYE 
EXAM

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Two local legislators 

are taking aim at black 
market cell phone sales. 

On the one-year anni-
versary of the murder of 
a Riverdale man, Hwang 
Yang, killed by two as-
sailants for his iPhone, 
Senator Jeff Klein and 
Assemblyman Jeff Di-
nowitz announced legis-
lation that would require 
secondary re-sellers of 
popular smart phones to 
prove they are the right-
ful owners. 

The announcement 
was made on Friday, Oct. 
18 on the street where 
Yang was found mur-
dered.

 The legislators cited 
news reports of stolen 
smartphones sold off-the-
books at neighborhood 
stores all over the city, 
including laundromats, 
fl ea market stands, and 
bodegas. 

If the bill becomes 

law, a retailer who resells 
used phones but is unable 
to prove they were bought 
legally could face large 
fi nes or even jail time. 

“The goal of this leg-
islation is to scare black 
market retailers out of 
this terrible business,” 
said Klein. “If you’re a re-
tailer making a few extra 
bucks by selling stolen 
phones, you’re now going 
to think twice before you 
open up your wallet and 
pay one of these crimi-
nals.

“I have had someone 
killed in my district over 
an iPhone,” Klein contin-
ued. “That is as bad as it 
gets. But it’s an epidemic 
across this city and we 
can’t wait any longer to 
take meaningful action.”

According to statistics 
released by Klein and Di-
nowitz, thefts of mobile 
devices continue to rise.

“The theft of smart 
phones and other wire-

less communication de-
vices is perhaps one of 
the most frequent crimes 
committed in New York,” 
said Dinowitz. “In my 
district there has been 
a rash of these thefts in 
the past couple of years, 
including a horrifi c inci-
dent where a young man 
was murdered for his iP-
hone.”

In the east Bronx, 45th 
Precinct Community 
Council president Bob 
Bieder said that the pre-
cinct’s crime prevention 
program can etch any 
electronic device with 
an identifi cation num-
ber that’s very helpful in 
fi ghting crime. Etching is 
offered at police precincts 
around the borough. 

“We do get people 
snatching them all of 
the time,” he said. “They 
snatch and run.”

Bieder said that young 
people should be aware 
of their surroundings, 

and not be totally en-
grossed in their phones 
while walking down the 
street because this gives 
thieves a chance to grab 
the devices. 

Identifi cations num-
bers can be etched into 
the phone so that they 
are not visible to the na-
ked eye, he said. 

In Westchester Square, 
at a branch of 1800FIX 
- a chain that sells used 

smartphones and com-
puters - selling a phone 
requires collecting iden-
tifi cation, photograph-
ing, and a 15-day verifi ca-
tion process through the 
LeadsOnline, a service 
which checks the phone’s 
serial number against 
law-enforcement data-
bases, said store man-
ager Carlos Aguirre. “A 
customer can come in 
and easily lie and say ‘the 

phone is mine,’” he said. 
“So we run them through 
LeadsOnline and that 
will tell us within 15 days 
if it is stolen.” 

Aguirre said that 
1800FIX locations have 
caught thieves in the act. 
With some new phones 
costing as much as $500, 
it just isn’t right for a 
“punk” to come along 
and snatch these costly 
devices, he said. 

Klein, Dinowitz bill hits stolen phone re-sellers

Senator Jeff Klein and Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz announced the new legislation in Riverdale. They 
are joined by 50th Pct. Community Council president Paulette Schomo (far left) and P.S. 24 PTA presi-
dent Farrah Reuben. Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

Jail cells for stolen cells
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Bronx.”  
Tee off in 2015

The 18-hole course was 
designed by Nicklaus De-
sign and Sanford Golf De-
sign, with construction 
managed by the Parks 
Department. The golf 
course will be operated 
by the Trump Organiza-
tion, which will build a 
clubhouse and put fi nish-
ing touches on the course, 
set to open in the summer 
of 2014 for youth program-
ing, and the spring of 2015 
for the general public. 

Local elected offi cials 
and civic leaders, includ-
ing Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., Senator 
Jeff Klein, Assemblyman 
Michael Benedetto, for-
mer Councilwoman Mad-
eline Provenzano, Com-
munity Board 10 district 
manager Kenneth Kearns 
and chairman John Ma-
rano, all praised the new 
course.

“The forthcoming golf 
course will be a major 
amenity to our borough, 
transforming a blighted 

site into a world class golf 
course,” said Diaz. “That 
Donald Trump is will-
ing to lend his signifi cant 
brand name to our bor-
ough shows that we are, 
indeed, building the ‘New 
Bronx.’”

CB 10 chairman Ma-
rano said that he hoped the 
golf course would serve as 

an economic engine for 
the surrounding area. 

“I think the golf course 
is going to bring a lot more 
people to our area, and 
hopefully, when they fi n-
ish golf it will bring a lot 
more people to restaurants 
along East Tremont Av-
enue and in Pelham Bay,” 
he said.

Golf Course opens amid fanfare

(L-r) Donald Trump, Mayor Bloomberg and Borough President Diaz 
head to the 13th hole for the dedication ceremony on Wednesday, 
October 16.  Photo by Patrick Rocchio 
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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GRAND OPENING
Workmen’s Circle Dialysis Center

Tel.  (718) 379-8100 ext 473 / 446

3155 Grace Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
(entrance from Hammersley Ave.)

ON-SITE TREATMENT.

�������	
����������������������

������������������������������
������������
����������������
���
�������

��������

- SERENE COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT
- COMFORTABLE HEATED RECLINERS
- TRANQUIL EXOTIC AQUARIUM
- PREFERRED SLOTS AVAILABLE
- PERSONAL iPAD
- WIRELESS INTERNET
- COMFORT & CONVENIENCE OF ON-SITE
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