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St. Benedict’s celebrates 90th

Stable
auction

scheduled
BORO’S
LARGEST
PARADE

Columbus Day Parade sails down Morris Park

Christopher Confrodo looks the part as the man who discovered America, 
sailing down Morris Park Avenue for the 37th annual Bronx Columbus Day 
Parade.  Check out photos on the borough’s biggest parade on 6 and 7.        
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt  

BY DAVID CRUZ
At the annual Bronx Colum-

bus Day Parade, Gianette Fata 
put the fi nishing touches on her 
traditional Columbus Day fam-
ily dinner, stopping by Enrico’s 
Bakery for some zeppole.  

A few blocks down a neighbor 
known as Frankie the Doorman 
stood at the corner of Morris 
Park and Barnes avenues, bal-
ancing an enormous American 
fl ag as marchers passed.  

“I’ve been here for 37 years, 
every year of the parade,” said 
Frankie, an Italian-American.  

“I represent my family.  My fam-
ily’s been here 65 years.”

The strangers, much like the 
thousands of paradegoers, had 
one thing in common--they’re 
bounded by tradition, familial 
bond and love of country.

It was a running theme at the 
state’s second largest Columbus 
Day parade, which stepped off 
Sunday, Oct. 13 at noon in Mor-
ris Park.  Bronxites and beyond 
lined up Morris Park Avenue 
for the festive parade honor-
ing Christopher Columbus, the 

Continued on Page 4

BY DAVID CRUZ
Facing foreclosure and virtu-

ally no business, a once-thriving 
horse stable on Pelham Parkway 
could fi nally be hanging up its 
spurs.

It will be auctioned off come 
November.  

The stable’s horses, including 
the copper-haired steed known as 
Bronco, could now gallop into an 
uncertain future if a bidder takes 
over ownership of the prime real 
estate. 

Potential buyers will head to 
Bronx County Courthouse on 
Nov. 4th at 2 p.m., where court-
appointed referee Edmond Pryor 
will sell off the land.  

A Bronx Supreme Court judge 
ordered the auction after stable 
owners M.O.L. Realty Inc. and 
Buster Marengo defaulted on 
nearly $20,000 in back taxes.

 Bank of New York Mellon cur-
rently holds the tax lien, though 
owners can still retain ownership 
if they can come up with 10-18% 
of the lien amount. The current 
owners, however, still have to deal 
with a mountain of other debts 
that include utility and fi nes.     

Once the deed is tranferred, 
new owners can bulldoze, restore 
or sell the property altogether.    

Marengo, who declined to com-
ment, will still have legal custody 
of the horses, who are considered 
his personal property.  Marengo 
has vowed in published reports 
to keep ownership of the horses, 
though he had at one point spoken 
to owners for the Pelham Bit sta-
bles to take ownership. 

It’s unclear why Marengo has 
held on to the property for so long, 
despite lack of business and pro-
tests from legal animal activists 
citing alleged abuse.  

Continued on Page 4

Auxiliary Bishop Robert Brucato (l) 
celebrated mass with St. Benedict’s 
priests past and present on Sept. 21. 
 Courtesy of St. Benedict’s

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
St. Benedict’s parish is heading 

into its 90th anniversary with the 
winds of change blowing through 
both the church and the commu-
nity. 

But as the adage goes, the more 
things change...

Pastor Father Stephen Norton 
welcomed back priests who had 
served the parish in the past as 
they celebrated the 90th anniver-
sary with a special mass followed 
by a celebration in Father Albert 
Hall on Saturday, Sept. 21. 

Several former priests returned, 
including Bishop Robert Brucato, 
a former pastor and current Aux-
iliary Bishop for the Archdiocese 
of New York, who celebrated the 
mass.

“We were just trying to cele-
brate the incorporation of the par-
ish of the church on Sept. 23, 1923 
[with an offi cial 90th anniversary 
mass] that was like a family cel-
ebration instead of a big elaborate 
celebration,” he said. 

In an interview, the pastor 
opened up about what is going on at 

the parish level, and noted some of 
the changes affecting St. Benedict’s 
parish and the larger Archdiocese 
of New York. 

“It is interesting that in our 90th 
year, the diocese itself is beginning 
to look forward and seeing how we 
can remain relevant into the 21st 
century,” he said. 

Some changes are affecting 
the parish school, which like all 
schools run by the Archdiocese of 
New York, is now in part of a re-
gional board.

Continued on Page 11



BY BEN KOCHMAN
Drivers in Westchester 

Square, Parkchester and 
Norwood will soon be re-
quired to slow their roll.

Designated “Slow Zones” 
will be installed in those 
three Bronx nabes over 
the next three years, an-
nounced Mayor Bloomberg 
and City Department of 
Transportation Commis-
sioner Janette Sadik-Khan 
on Thursday, October 10.

The speed limit on the 
designated roads will be 
reduced from 30 miles-per-
hour to 20 miles-per-hour, 
and the streets will be out-
fi tted with speed humps and 
large blue signs instructing 
motorists to slow down.

The new Bronx Slow 
Zones are part of 15 areas 
citywide that were chosen 
out of a fi eld of 75 applicants, 
according to city offi cials. 
The latest three Bronx Slow 
Zones join existing Bronx 
reduced-speed areas in 
Claremont, Mt. Eden, Bay-
chester, Eastchester and 

Riverdale. 
The Slow Zone program 

was launched in 2011 and 
aims to make residential 
streets safer. Though fewer 
deaths were recorded in 
the last six years than in 
any six years after the City 
began collecting data, 81 
people were killed by traffi c 
last year, Sadik-Khan said.

The 10 mile-per-hour 
speed change has huge 
ramifi cations on whether 
accident victims survive, 
according to the DOT. Their 
research shows that while a 
pedestrian has a 70 percent 
chance of death when hit 
by a car going 40 miles per 
hour, survival rate jumps to 
95 percent when the car is 
traveling 25 miles per hour.

“Speeding is the single 
greatest contributing factor 
in traffi c fatalities in our 
City,” Mayor Bloomberg 
said. “Slow Zones have 
shown proven results in 
curbing dangerous driving 
and we want more neigh-
borhoods to benefi t from 

the program.”
The new Bronx Slow Zone 

recipients are thrilled that 
the City chose them as loca-
tions where motorists will 
need to put on the brakes.

“This administration 
has displayed a fi rm com-
mitment to lowering the in-
cidence of traffi c fatalities 
and enhancing the quality-
of-life in neighborhoods 
all around the city,” wrote 
Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma in an email. “I am 
thrilled that Parkchester 
residents will now realize 
its benefi ts.  “

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, who represents one 
of the incoming Speed Zone 
sites in Westchester Av-
enue, said he’s happy that 
the reduced-speed zones are 
headed his way. But he wor-
ries that the installation 
will take too long. 

The Westchester Square 
Slow Zone, as well as the 
Parkchester Slow Zone, is 
slated for 2016, while Nor-
wood is set to receive its 

Slow Zone next year.
“The Department of 

Transportation cannot fall 
asleep behind the wheel on 
installing these important 
Slow Zones,” Vacca wrote 
in an email. “We cannot 
risk future accidents and 

injuries and the timetable 
to install these Slow Zones 
must be expedited.” 

The communities not 
chosen to get the next line 
of Slow Zones are left won-
dering: where’s ours?

“We would have liked to 

be included in that,” said 
Ivine Galarza, district man-
ager of Community Board 
6, where she said a car re-
cently struck a pedestrian 
at Southern Boulevard and 
E. 181th street. “It’s a horror 
story over here.” 
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Designated ‘Slow Zones’ slated for boro

Westchester Square (pictured) could be the new home of a city-backed Slow Zone, warning drivers to 
slow it down.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
This cop’s a shoe-in for 

local hero of the week.
After reading a story in 

the Bronx Times Reporter 
about a Van Nest resident 
complaining about sneak-
ers hanging from a power 
line on Morris Park Ave-
nue, Detective Vic DiPiero, 
the community affairs of-
fi cer at the local 49th Pre-
cinct, took matters into his 
own hands.

He hotfooted it to the 
scene on his cop scooter 
to the spot at Holland Ave-
nue, and snagged the silver 
Nikes just two days before 
the annual Columbus Day 
Parade there.

“I assessed the situa-
tion,” he said in his best 
cop lingo, “and instead of 
calling around, I fi gured 
why don’t I just do it my-
self.”

Sneakers on wires are 
nothing new in New York 

City, but city agencies are 
tied in a bureaucratic knot 
over who should remove 
them, said Community 
Board 11 Jeremy Warneke, 
who has in the past gotten 
footwear removed by call-
ing in favors with the local 
Fire Department.

 Van Nest resident So-
nia Pichardo had already 
lobbied 311, ConEd and lo-
cal politicians to get rid of 
the Morris Park Avenue 
pair, but to no avail. 

Pichardo decried the 
sneakers as an eyesore and 
a signal that the neighbor-
hood is headed in a bad di-
rection.

“People see the sneak-
ers and think that they can 
get away with anything,” 
she said at a recent Van 
Nest Community Council 
meeting.

Enter DiPierro, who 
has been on a shoe-sade, so 
to speak, taking down four 

pairs of sneakers in pre-
cinct area over the last two 
weeks, keeping the bounty 
in the trunk of his scooter.

So far he’s snagged 
sneakers on Van Nest Av-
enue at Garfi eld Street and 
at Wallace Avenue, as well 
as a pesky pair in front of 
the Bronx House on Pel-
ham Parkway.

These particular silver 
Nikes presented a special 
challenge, DiPierro said. 
His usual strategy is to 
stand on the back of his 
scooter and fi sh the sneak-
ers down with a broom or 
long pole borrowed from a 
local hardware store, but 
the wet weather on Friday, 
October 11 made such a 
move too dangerous. 

He tried snatching the 
sneakers while standing 
on the ground with the 
pole, but his six-foot frame 
came up just a few inches 
short.

 Then he spotted a Parks 
Department van across the 
street. Using two extend-
able tree cutters, DiPierro 
and the Parks staff were 
able to corral the Nikes 
while the police scooter 
blocked traffi c.

“Hopefully I helped 
make that woman happy, 
and make everyone happy 
before the parade,” he 
said.

Pichardo said that she 
was pumped to see the 
sneakers fi nally pushed 
from their perch. But the 
mother of two’s own shoe-
sade is not over.

 She said that she’s still 
strung out on a pair of 
sneakers hanging at Rhein-
lander and Bronxdale Av-
enues. 

“It’s a small victory, so 
that’s nice,” she said. “But 
there are still sneakers 
on wires in this neighbor-
hood.”

High wire act in response to local complaint

49th Precinct community affairs Detective Vic DiPiero holds up the 
“prize catch” of sneakers he’s snagged from overhead wires, with 
Community Board District Manager Jeremy Warneke holding DiPi-
ero’s latest prize. 

Cop collars hanging sneakers
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GRAND OPENING
Workmen’s Circle Dialysis Center

Tel.  (718) 379-8100 ext 473 / 446

3155 Grace Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
(entrance from Hammersley Ave.)

ON-SITE TREATMENT.
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- SERENE COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT
- COMFORTABLE HEATED RECLINERS
- TRANQUIL EXOTIC AQUARIUM
- PREFERRED SLOTS AVAILABLE
- PERSONAL iPAD
- WIRELESS INTERNET
- COMFORT & CONVENIENCE OF ON-SITE



A contingent of vol-
unteers had tried to help 
Marengo, but he eventually 
turned them off.  

“He has no business 
sense and no social skills,” 
said Gene DeFrancis, one 
of the volunteers who led 
an effort to save the stables.  
“Every person I had come 
to help him left quickly be-
cause they couldn’t work 
with Buster.”  

Bygone Era 

To many, the stables are 
a link to a bygone era in the 
leafy neighborhood, where 
rural landscapes were once 
the norm.  

The stables, at the far end 
of Pelham Parkway South 

near the Hutchinson River 
Parkway, still feature an 
enormous, green and white 
“House Rides” sign within 
the fenced-in property. 

Back then, the stables 
were known as Cy’s Pelham 
Parkway Riding Academy, 
teaching horseback riding 
lessons to locals.  

“It was very special,” 
said Joanne Rubino Russo, 
local Community Board 11 
member and nearby neigh-
bor. “You saw guys with 
cowboy hats riding down 
the bridle path.”   

The paths were consid-
ered an attractive feature 
for horse riders until they 
were removed through a 
CB 11 mandate in the mid-

2000s, causing a drop in 
business.  

In the last few years, 
the property fell into decay, 
with mounds of manure, a 
crumbled facade and rus-
tic fence surroumding the 
property.

It drew the ire of animal 
rights activists, suspecting 
the horses were still housed 
in the unsafe barn, particu-
larly Bronco, mistakenly 
known as Rusty, who at 
one point became the face 
for animal cruelty despite 
an ASPCA inspection that 
cleared the horse owners of 
wrongdoing.  

Protestors, largely out-
raged over the two-story 
barn’s unstable condition, 

pressured the city Build-
ing’s Department to re-
view the structure.  It was 
later deemed unsafe.  Fac-
ing heavy fi nes,  Marengo 
then housed the horses in 
a cramped trailer in the 
back of the stable. Marengo, 
considered a recluse, was 
known to exercise Bronco 
at night.  

DOB’s fi ndings also in-
spired a bill by Sen. Jeff 
Klein that would remove 
animals from any dwelling 
pegged as condemned.  

Several pro-Marengo ac-
tivists had once speculated 
the stables were blocking 
the development of a 91-unit 
apartment building dubbed 
Pelham Parkway Towers.  
The project, however, fell fl at 
as builder MJM Construc-
tion Services LLC, came 
short on the fi nancing.   

Italian-born explorer who 
discovered the Americas 
in 1492.  

Despite recent inqui-
ries into Columbus’ his-
tory, 14-year-old Sophia 
Flocco, a student at Cardi-
nal Spellman High School, 
overlooked the historical 
fl aws.  

“I know he sailed the 
[ocean] blue, and that he 
wasn’t the fi rst to fi nd it,” 
said Flocco.  “But I respect 
that they still give him 
this day.”  

As festive drums 
banged along the route, 
groups chanted in unison, 
while the nasal whine of 
bagpipes laid the musi-
cal soundtrack.  To many, 
it was a chance to refl ect 
on Italian-American tri-
umphs.

“We baptized this coun-
try,” noted Raffaele Iod-
ice, referring to America’s 
namesake--Italian ex-
plorer Amerigo Vespucci.  

Annette Stabile, a sec-
ond-generation Italian-
American in Pelham Gar-

dens, admires America 
as a land of opportunity, 
a lesson she learned from 
her grandparents, who 
lived in Italy during Ben-
ito Mussolini’s reign.  “My 
grandfather came here, 
he worked three jobs, and 
that’s always been a part 
of me--har work,” said Sta-
bile.  “And I credit that a 
lot to my culture.” 

She stood alongside 
the route, waving to some 
familiar faces with boy-
friend Carmine Torchetti.  

“It’s a worldwide festiv-
ity today,” said Tony Si-
gnorile, the parade’s lead 
organizer, using his whis-
tle to guide a contingent of 
fl oats, marchers, schools 
and community groups 
along.  

The star of the after-
noon was grand marshal 
Chazz Palminteri, the 
Belmont-born Hollywood 
actor known famously for 
the 1993 fi lm “A Bronx 
Tale.”  

With his wife Janna 
and kids riding in a Hum-
mer, Palminteri waved 

and laughed with fans as 
they peppered him with 
questions relating to the 
movie.   

“Where’s Coffee 
Cake?!?” shouted Patricia 
Chiominto, a Morris Park 
native, snapping photos 
while reciting one-liners 
from the movie.   

Not too far along was 
honorary marshal Lisa 
Maffei-Fuentes, a sea-
soned educator.  Ironi-
cally enough, her career 
has mostly been at Chris-
topher Columbus High 
School. 

Like the marshals 
all their own, dozens of 
groups took part in pro-
moting Italian-American 
heritage, fl ashing banners 
and cheering in support of 
the Old Country.  

The neighborhood is 
historically Italian-Amer-
ican, with many fi rst-gen-
eration immigrants rais-
ing families in the largely 
residential community 
peppered with pizza shops 
and bakeries.  It’s not one 
to hide it’s Italian heritage 

given the large Italy fl ags 
embossed along the road-
way year-round. 

The familiar red, white 
and green colors may be 
fading, but neighbors will 
balk at the suggestion it’s a 

symbol of a fading Italian 
presence.  More and more 
cultures have immersed 
themselves in the neigh-
borhood, as longtime resi-
dent Tom Finelli, can see. 

“Everybody’s here,” 

he said, standing in front 
of Conti’s Pastry Shoppe.  
“There’s Albanian’s here, 
there’s Spanish and black. 
It’s not something the 
neighborhood’s ashamed 
of.”   
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These horses may soon be homeless thanks to stable owners fall-
ing behind on their back taxes.  An public auction on the property 
is set for Nov. 4th.  Bronx Times File Photo

Horse stable auction scheduled 

37th Annual Bronx Columbus Day Parade marches down Morris Park Ave.

Loretta Zaino McKnight, holding up a banner for the local Italian language program, stood with family 
and friends during 37th annual Bronx Columbus Day Parade.   Photo by Walter Pofeldt 
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
In case of emergency, 

part of the new World Trade 
Center will be powered by 
the Bronx.

Hunt Point’s A L East-
mond and Sons, or EASCO, 
installed six oil tanks 
earlier this year in three 
buildings in the complex, 
which began reconstruc-
tion in 2008 and is slated to 
house thousands of work-
ers within the next year.

Ideally, the tanks will 
never be used. But if the 
lights go out, or another 
Hurricane storms into 
town, the Bronx-made steel 
fuel sources will be ready 
to keep the massive build-
ings running.

“The fi rst boilers that we 
built as a manufacturer are 
still in use 25 years later, 
running as we speak,” said 
Leon Eastmond, the com-
pany’s president. “We only 
make quality products.”

EASCO opened up shop 
in a cavernous Hunt’s Point 
warehouse on Tiffany 
Street in 1974, but the com-
pany has been making boil-
ers and tanks for nearly 90 
years in various iterations. 

Eastmond inherited the 
business from his father, 
who fi rst repaired boilers, 
then organized groups of 
workers to craft the steel 
machines from scratch.

Now EASCO is one of 
the major players in the 
New York boiler scene, and 
is the only black-owned 
boiler and tank maker in 
the City.

 The new World Trade 
Center is not the compa-
ny’s fi rst high-profi le job 
—EASCO has installed 
boilers in the new Yankee 
Stadium and at National 
Geographic headquarters 
in Washington, D.C.  

But the symbolism of 
being at the heart of the 

new World Trade Center, 12 
years after the Twin Tow-
ers were destroyed, is not 
lost on the manufacturer.

“These size contracts 
come across our table fre-
quently enough, but to be 
part of this, as a New York 
company, it’s special,” said 
Tyren Eastmond, Leon’s 
grandson, current chief op-
erating offi cer and the com-
pany’s heir apparent.

EASCO landed the origi-
nal contract for the tanks in 
2005, but the developers de-
cided to replace them after 
Superstorm Sandy caused 
minor saltwater damage 
to the machines, said Neil 
Tomasetti, director of boiler 
repair and tank sales.

The tanks installed this 
year are replacements and 
were crafted in two months 
in the Hunt’s Point ware-
house.  EASCO’s workers 
rolled fl at sheets of steel 
to the architect’s specifi -

cations and delivered the 
fi nished product to the 
construction site, where 
gaps were carved into the 
walls to make room for the 
tanks.

EASCO is responsible 
for three 8,000-gallon tanks 
in 4 World Trade Center, a 
72-story, 977-foot building 
expected to open this fall 
and house offi ces for the 
Port Authority. Two more 
8,000-gallon tanks are in-
stalled in the basement of 
a transportation hub that 
will connected 13 subway 
lines and serve 250,000 
travelers a day at its open-
ing in 2015, developers told 
the Associated Press in 
September. The other tank 
is a 15,000-gallon machine 
in a planned 80-story offi ce 
building at 3 World Trade 
Center.

Not bad for a Bronx-
based family business.

“You don’t want to be too 

bragadocious,” said Leon 
Eastman, “but our boilers 
are as good as any, and bet-
ter than many.”

Hunt Point’s A L Eastmond and Sons power WTC complex
Boro-made tanks fuel new Freedom Tower

Built in the Bronx: A L Eastmond and Sons provided many of the 
tanks set to power the new World Trade Center.  
 Photo by Ben Kochman
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Morris ParkMorris Park

Columbus Day ParadeColumbus Day Parade

Morris Park

Columbus Day Parade

1

Morris Park became a sea of red, 
white and green as thousands of 
spectators lined Morris Park Av-
enue for the 37th annual Bronx 
Columbus Day Parade.  Marchers 
paraded down the commercial 
strip, with fl ags, fl oats and com-
munity groups peppering the 
festive parade honoring explorer 
Christopher Columbus. 

(1) The St. Brigate band marchers 
in formation during the festive pa-
rade. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(2) It’s a sight to see: stilt walkers 
enjoying the view from above. Here 
they march the mile-long route 
alongside the bright-eyed Italian 
Fairy, known as Simona Rodano. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(3) Cheerleaders with Christopher 
Columbus High School, known as 
the Sharks, warm up the crowd 
as they backfl ip their way to the 
route. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(4) Bronx native and famed actor 
Chazz Palminteri lent some star 
power to the parade, serving as 
this year’s grand marshal.  Palm-
interi, famous for “A Bronx Tale,” 
rides with wife Janna and his chil-
dren.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(5) This year’s Miss Columbus Day, 
known to constituents as Giuliana 
Izzo, smiles as she waves to crowds 
while riding up the route. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(7) There can’t be an Italian-Amer-
ican parade without a zeppole and 
fried Oreos.  Maria and Joey Pizza 
have no problem in that area, serv-
ing up a tray of treats during the 
parade.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(6) Bond Street Theater actors per-
form as they slowly make their way 
up the route, sharing the limelight 
with members of Shinbone Alley 
music group. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(8) They’re still princesses.  (l-r) 
Loredana Calce, Cristina Iannari-
no, and Kristen Carew, former Miss 
Bronx Columbus titleholders, wave 
to crowds as they ride the fl oat. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(9) The St. Brigate band marchers 
in formation during the festive 
parade.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
This Bronx-based eye 

doc’s seen it all.
But even Dr. Anthony 

Pisacano was taken aback 
by the look of the hospital 
where he volunteered in El 
Salvador earlier this year.

Gone were the gadgets 
he was accustomed to using 
at his Westchester Square 
practice. In their place 
were two simple tables in 
a cramped room, which 
he shared with his daugh-
ter, Dr. Kristin Pisacano, a 
White Plains eye doctor.

“We were in this rural 
little place, and we had 
none of the equipment we 
had back home,” Anthony 
Pisacano said. “We didn’t 
even have hot water.”

But even without basic 
essentials, the son-and-
daughter duo got the job 
done.

The Pisacanos braved 
tough conditions to restore 

sight to over 50 needy pa-
tients who over the years 
had developed cataracts, a 
cloudy presence in the lens 
of the eye.

Pisacano and his daugh-
ter operated on poor labor-
ers whose cataracts had 
grown so bad that they had 
caused near blindness. The 
patients were now either 
traversing the world by 
feel or being led around. 
Though cataracts normally 
develop in senior citizens, 
the doctors treated El Sal-
vadorians as young as 40, 
a product of poor health in 
the region, Pisacano said.

“These people were 
never going to see an oph-
thalmologist unless we 
went down there,” he said.

Pisacano was connected 
with Surgical Eye Expe-
ditions, a humanitarian 
organizations, by chance 
fi ve years ago and has been 
going back to El Salvador 

every year since. The eye 
doctor’s worked and stud-
ied all over the world, but 
ranks the Central Ameri-
can surgeries among his 
most challenging, and most 
gratifying. 

“I’ve been given a gift, 
an education, a talent, and 
there are people that can 
really benefi t from that,” 
Pisacano said. “To be able 
to bring light to these re-
ally good people who have 
led lives that we could 
never imagine….it’s an 
honor.”

The surgeries them-
selves were no easy task. 
Cataract surgery has 
evolved in the U.S. over the 
last few decades. At his cur-
rent practice at Pisacano 
Eye on Frisby Avenue, Dr. 
Pisacano does the work by 
making a miniscule inci-
sion in the eye and then 
inserting an ultrasound 
probe that coaxes out the 

cloudy tissue.
In El Salvador, the doc-

tors didn’t have that kind 
of technology. To make 
matters more challeng-
ing, the El Salvador hospi-
tal had no stitches to close 
the incisions.  Dr. Pisacano 
and his daughter used old-
school techniques from the 

1950s to remove the cata-
racts and restore the work-
ers’ sight.

“There was a bit of anxi-
ety, because I had never 
done those kind of surger-
ies without stitches, even 
in early training in the 
70’s” he said. “But I’ve done 
40,000 cataract operations 

and seen about every com-
plication that can happen.”

He said he’s followed up 
with SEE and heard that 
the patients are seeing 
much clearer than they did 
before.

“It’s gratifying,” he said. 
“Part of this idea of giving 
back to the universe.”
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Doctors Pisacano
treat El Salvadorians 

Eyecare runs in this family: Dr. Anthony Pisacano and his daughter Kristin volunteered eye surgery in 
El Salvador this year.
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Chamber of Commerce Chamber of Commerce 2nd Annual2nd Annual

Italian Heritage MonthItalian Heritage Month

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce honored 
11 Italian-Americans in celebration of Italian 
Heritage Month.  Over a sit-down lunch, hon-
orees from the newspaper to retail sector 
received accolades on Oct. 10th at the F&J 
Pine Restaurant in Morris Park for their con-
tributions to the borough.
(Top) Honorees holding up their awards include (standing l-r) Thomas 
Lucania with the Borough President’s Offi ce, Carl Cannizzaro with Ensign 
Engineering, celebrity chef and Mike’s Deli owner David Greco, Vinny Mu-
tarelli with Capital One Bank, Steve Risso with Teddy Nissan, and Anthony 
Aquilino with Universe Auto Body.  They join (seated l-r) Tony Morante 
with The New York Yankees, The Bronx Times Reporter publisher Laura 
Guerriero, Rosemary Durso with Regional Aid for Interim Needs, and John 
Calvelli with the Wildlife Conservation Society. 

(Mid left) Professional tenor Christopher Macchio opens the ceremony 
with his rendition of the American National Anthem. 

(Mid right) Laura Guerriero, publisher The Bronx Times Reporter, holds up 
her award standing alongside (l-r), Bronx Chamber president Lenny Caro, 
Bronx Design Group president Geri Sciortino, and Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce Chairman Joe Kelleher.  Congratulations to Laura! 

(Left) Donna Wilson with The Bronx Times Reporter hangs with BTR depu-
ty editor Bob Kappstatter as they celebrate Laura Guerriero’s honor.

(Right) Rosemary Durso with Regional Aid for Interim Needs holds up 
her award, standing behind Chamber President Lenny Caro and Chamber 
chief of staff Michelle Dolgow. All photos by Walter Pofeldt 
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 Norton has taken on the 
role of chairman of the East 
Bronx and Northeast Bronx 
regional board for Archdio-
cese of New York schools. 

He also noted how the 
changing demographics of 
the surrounding community 
have added to the diversity 
of the parish community, 
with St. Benedict’s seeing 
an increase in its Spanish-
speaking population which 
continues to join together 
nicely with the Irish and 
Italians who built the parish 
and sustained it through the 
decades.

“If you look at St. Bene-
dict’s parish, and we are still 
a very strong and strongly 
held Irish and Italian-Amer-
ican family, but like most of 
the Bronx, there is an His-
panic population moving 
in,” said Norton,

The pastor said that he is 
also assisting with an Arch-
diocesan initiative called 
“Making All Things New,” 
which analyzes church op-
erations with an eye towards 
improving effi ciency. 

St. Benedict’s parish has 
a storied and somewhat tu-
multuous history. 

Founded, in part so that 
families in Throggs Neck 
did not have to travel to St. 
Raymonds in Castle Hill for 
mass, the parish was origi-
nally housed in two pre-fab 
army barrack buildings fac-
ing what is today Bruckner 
Blvd.

The parish school was 
founded fi ve years after the 
church, but the Great De-
pression plunged church fi -
nances into disarray, and it 

took until the the 1950s for 
all debts to be cleared, ac-
cording to the church’s web-
site history. 

The current church was 
built in the booming post-
War years. 

In addition to Brucato, 
past priests who also re-
turned to St. Benedict’s for 
the 90th anniversary cel-
ebration included former 
pastors Father Anthony Sor-
gie and Monsignor Edmund 
Whelan, as well as priests 
Father Eric Rasser and Fa-
ther Andrew Belaik. 

St. Benedict’s celebrates 90th
From Page 1

Two barrack buildings, back to back, were the fi rst church of St. 
Benedict’s parish.  courtesy of St. Benedict’s 
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
The longtime head of 

an east Bronx motorcycle 
gang faces up to 25 years 
in jail after being con-
victed of attempted mur-
der and other charges 
stemming from a shoot-
ing outside a now defunct 
Throggs Neck bar.

Sources said when cops 
fi rst went to arrest Elvio 
“Spike” Feola, he was 
reluctant to surrender. 
Instead, the cops wound 
up having to jump over 
a fence for safety when 
three of Feola’s pit bulls 
came rampaging at them. 

“This guy’s  a bad 
dude,” said a police 
source, who noted that 
Feola slept through parts 
of his trial.

Feola, 63, the longtime 
president of the Bronx 
chapter of the Satans [sic] 
Soldiers Motorcycle Club, 
an affi liate of the Hells 
Angels, with branches 
in New Jersey and Aus-
tralia, was convicted in 

Bronx state Supreme 
Court on Thursday, Oct. 
10 for shooting David But-
ler, who was 25-years-old 
at the time.

The incident occurred 
on August 6, 2011 outside 
the Fiddler’s Elbow bar 
on E. Tremont Avenue at 
Randall Avenue.

He shot Butler when 
an argument escalated 
after Butler urinated too 
close to a motorcycle that 
belonged to one of Feola’s 
acquaintances, authori-
ties said.

Butler was shot once 
in the right side of his 
chest at close range with 
a .32-caliber revolver. 

The gun was recov-
ered and Feola’s DNA was 
found on the weapon. He 
was arrested fi ve days af-
ter the shooting.

Butler was taken to 
Jacobi Hospital where he 
was treated for two bro-
ken ribs, a lacerated liver 
and a collapsed lung.

 The bullet fi red by 

Feola lodged in Butler’s 
spine between two verte-
brae and remains there 
because of the high risk of 
complications and paraly-
sis associated with the 
surgery to remove it.

 Feola, of Hollywood 
Avenue, was remanded 
to jail after the jury ver-
dict. He had been free on 
$500,000 bail.

Acting State Supreme 
Court Justice Peter Ben-
itez set sentencing for Fri-
day, November 15, with 
Feola facing maxium con-
current sentences of up to 
25 years imprisonment on 
one count of Attempted 
Murder in the Second 
Degree and one count of 
Assault in the First De-
gree, and 15 years impris-
onment on one count of 
Criminal Possession of a 
Weapon in the Second De-
gree.

Detectives Alex Ponce 
and Maria Mundo of the 
45th Precinct detective 
squad investigated the 

case, initially recovering 
the weapon inside the bar 
a few days after the shoot-
ing.

The case was pros-
ecuted by Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Hillary 
Chernin and Assistant 
District Attorney Erin 
Kelsh of the Trial Divi-
sion.

It’s not the fi rst time a 
leader of the motorcycle 
gang has been in trouble 
with the law. 

It’s former leader, An-
gelo Cruz, pleaded guilty 
to federal charges in 2004 
to operating a clandestine 
methamphetatmine lab in 
a trailer on Beach Avenue 
near Westchester Avenue 
across from an elemen-
tary school in Soundview.

 Raiders also found a 
host of weapons in a sec-
ond trailer and the gang’s 
adjacent clubhouse.  Four 
other gang members also 
pleaded guilty to charges 
arising from the drug lab 
operation.

Shot victim outside now defunct Fiddler’s Elbow

Trademarked emblem for Satans Soldiers motorcycle club.

Motorcycle gang leader convicted
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