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New complex coming to Hub

SUBWAY
REHAB
MESS

Riders brace for #6 line upgrades

Haunted Pumpkin Garden
Mariella Jose plops by a grave full of several faceless pumpkins at The 
New York Botanical Garden’s Haunted Pumpkin Garden.  Check out the 
highlights on page 47. 
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BY DAVID CRUZ
Your commute on the No. 6 sub-

way line is about to get rail hectic. 
Major work on the east Bronx 

line will translate to major service 
disruptions for everyday strap-
hangers at the Castle Hill Avenue 
and Middletown Road stations 
starting Oct. 5th. And two more 
stations will be next. 

 It’s all part of the MTA’s two-
year, multi-million dollar facelift 

on four stations that’ll force riders 
to pack their patience, extra time 
and perhaps aspirin.

Work will later begin on the 
Buhre Avenue and Zerega avenue 
stations following the completion 
of the fi rst two.

With subways skipping the two 
stations, local buses will shuttle 
commuters to the nearest sta-
tion as crews with Yonkers Con-

Organic
recycling
program

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Add another garbage can to 

the trash and recycling ones.
The Sanitation Department 

has rolled out an organic recy-
cling/composting pilot program 
over the past few weeks in a 
number of east Bronx nabes. 

The agency is focusing on 
heavily residential areas of 
Community Board 10 - including 
parts of Throggs Neck, Country 
Club, Spencer Estate, Edgewater 
Park, and Silver Beach - to be one 
the city’s fi rst areas to take part 
in recycling food scraps, food-
soiled paper, and yard waste. 

The program is currently vol-
untary, but if successful, could 
be expanded boroughwide, said a 
DSNY spokeswoman, with about 
a two-year timetable. 

So far, local reaction has been 
mixed, said Community Board 
10 chairman John Marano.

 He sees both pros and cons 
with the new pilot program, add-
ing that so does the community. 

“We are getting mixed re-
views,” he said. “My take is that 
I think the recycling and com-
posting program is a good thing, 
but I just don’t like the way it 
was done.”

Many CB 10 communities, 
including Co-op City and the 
Throgs Neck Houses, were left 
out, he said.

The Board 10 area also seems 
to be a target by the city for a dis-
proportionate amount of pilot 
programs, he added. 

Board offi cials were only no-
tifi ed about a week before post-
cards were mailed to affected 
residents, he said.

He did credit Sanitation offi -
cials with coming to two board 
meetings in September to ex-

Designs for the Triangle Plaza Hub 
include a supermarket, MCNY campus 
and various retail shops. 
  Photo courtesy of Triangle Equities

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The Bronx Hub is offi cially 

getting another facelift.
Some 88,000 square feet of 

gravel parking space at E. 149nd 
street and Brook Avenue will 
be transformed in 18 months 
into the two-building $35 mil-
lion Triangle Plaza Hub, city of-
fi cials announced at a ground-
breaking Thursday Sept. 26. 

The Hub’s center is the in-
tersection of E. 149th Street 
and Third, Melrose and Willis 
avenues in the South Bronx. 

The new development, called 
the Triangle Plaza Hub, will be 
installed one block east, across 
the street from the Opera House 
Hotel.

The developer, Triangle Eq-
uities, partnered with invest-
ment bank Goldman Sachs to 
fi nance the project, which will 
bring a Fine Fare supermarket, 
a complex for Metropolitan Col-
lege and a slew of restaurants 
and shops to the busy Bronx 
shopping district. 

Offi cials expressed relief 

that the development had fi -
nally come to fruition. The proj-
ect had been delayed since last 
fall amid fi nancing concerns, 
according to published reports. 
Legal Services NYC Bronx had 
been originally connected with 
the development but dropped 
out amid the delay, clearing 
space for Metropolitan College 
to enter the project.

The specifi cs of the fi nal deal 
call for Triangle Equities chip-
ping in around $3 million, with 

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4 Continued on Page 15
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BY DAVID CRUZ
Zigzag.  Break.  Slow.  

Repeat.  And don’t forget a 
dash of patience.  

That’s the recipe for 
cruising through two 
east-west Bronx roadways 
clogged with bumper-to-
bumper traffi c on most 
days.

 The congestion has 
provoked the ire of Coun-
cilman Jimmy Vacca, who 
is calling for help from 
Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly in hopes of securing 
permanent traffi c agents.  
Vacca recently toured the 
traffi c hotspots -- the in-
tersection of Bronx Park 
East and Southern Blvd. in 
Allerton,along with both 
sides of Pelham Parkway 
and Boston Rd.  

“Those are major east-

west crossings,” said Vacca.  
“I want the police depart-
ment to put them on their 
radar screen.”  

Much of Pelham Park-
way’s backups often involve 
disjointed traffi c light pat-
terns, disrupting the fl ow of 
traffi c that’s worse during 
the morning and evening 
rush.  

For example, Vacca said 
the moment the Pelham 
Parkway/White Plains Rd. 
light shifts green, the fol-
lowing light at Boston Rd. 
suddenly fl ips to red.  The 
parade of cars are forced to 
hit the brakes, with many 
stuck in the middle of the 
road, blocking oncoming 
vehicles.

Meanwhile, traffi c un-
derneath the elevated No. 
2 subway at White Plains 

Rd. converges onto Pelham 
Parkway, keeping drivers 
jammed in a sea of vehicu-
lar chaos. 

 Vacca thinks mass 
transit options running 
east-west are lacking, leav-
ing many to get behind the 
wheel. 

A burgeoning health-
care network has also con-
tributed to daily snarls with 
employees from the largest 
sector employer contribut-
ing to a swath of drivers, ac-
cording to Vacca. The prob-
lem could likely worsen in 
the coming months as the 
renovation work by the city 
Dept. of Design and Con-
struction gets underway on 
Pelham Parkway.

The major re-construc-
tion project, one year be-
hind schedule, will focus on 

upgrades to Pelham Park-
way North, diverting more 
drivers to its main road.  

North in Allerton, much 
of the traffi c tieups there 
are caused by drivers on 
both sides of Bronx Park 
East simultaneously turn-
ing onto Southern Blvd./
Mosholu Pkwy, a single-
lane that snakes toward the 
northwest Bronx.  

“You can’t navigate your 

way because the intersec-
tion’s full of cars,” said 
Vacca.  

But hectic traffi c is not 
exclusive to those sections.  
Residents shuttling into 
City Island are already ac-
costomed to backups, par-
ticularly during holidays, 
where traffi c edges beyond 
the island and to Shore Rd.  

Vacca convinced the city 
to dedicate traffi c agents to 

City Island Ave. during it’s 
peak summer season of vis-
itors, easing traffi c fl ow for 
City Islanders.  

“We can modify a light 
here, a stop sign there. I 
don’t think those are going 
to address the problem to-
tally,” said Vacca.  “I think 
we have to use traffi c agents 
like they would in Manhat-
tan at major intersections 
that are problematic.” 

Councilman Jimmy Vacca stands in a hive of traffi c, as drivers take chances while cruising Bronx Park 
East and Southern Boulevard.  The intersection along, with Pelham Parkway are in need of a traffi c 
agents, says Vacca.                                                  Photo courtesy of Councilman Jimmy Vacca’s Offi ce 

East Bronx 
traffi c in a jam

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Pelham Parkway 

tree furor is still not over. 
Elected offi cials and 

community activists took to 
the streets Saturday, Sept. 
28 to protestd potential city 
plans.

They marched from 
Stillwell Avenue to Wil-
liamsbridge Road, rallying 
at Peace Memorial Plaza, 
where they called on the city 
not to build a sidewalk along 
the park side of Pelham 
Parkway North during its 
upcoming reconstruction. 

Plans for the Pelham 
Parkway North are expected 
to be fi nalized shortly by the 
city Department of Design 
and Construction. 

March and rally organiz-
ers Pelham Parkway Pres-
ervation Alliance, success-
fully sued the city to protect 
as many mature trees as 
possible during the multi-
year reconstruction of the 
the parkway and its service 

roads. 
“We are concerned that 

they are going to alienate 
parkland because in some 
spots the road on the north 
service road is just too nar-
row to put a sidewalk next to 
it,” said PPPA co-organizer 
Joe Menta.

He said he has heard 

once the plans are fi nalized 
construction could begin in 
four months.

Fellow PPPA organizer 
George Zulch is concerned 
that a sidewalk on the green-
way would damage tree 
roots.

 He spoke at the rally of 
the greenway giving the 
community rare “vistas” 
and providing a beautiful 
and historic place for the 
community. 

The PPPA and a group 
of activists were joined by 
elected offi cials and com-
munity leaders, including 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj, Coun-
cilman Jimmy Vacca, Com-
munity Board 11 chairman 
Anthony Vitaliano, 80th As-
sembly District State Com-
mitteeman Joe McManus, 
Morris Park Community 
Association president Tony 
Signorile, and 49th Precinct 
Community Council presi-
dent Joe Thompson, among 

others.
Klein told rally attendees 

that the trees on the park-
way are what makes Pelham 
Parkway.

Gjonaj called the mall on 
Pelham Parkway the Cen-
tral Park of the Bronx.

There is already a walk-
way near the center of the 
greenway that is poorly 
maintained, he noted, and 
that it does not make sense 
to give the City another side-
walk to maintain. 

After his negotiations 
with the mayor’s offi ce, 

Vacca said that he and the 
PPPA were able to protect 
scores of mature trees along 
the parkway during the en-
tire duration of the recon-
struction project. 

The protest march and 
rally, he noted, was more of 
a preventative measure to 
show City Hall that the com-
munity will remain vigilant 
as plans are fi nalized for the 
reconstruction of the north 
side of the parkway. 

DDC spokesman Craig 
Chin responded in an e-mail 
that his agency would work 

with the PPPA as it has done 
in the past. 

“Once we have a com-
pleted design proposal, we 
will present it to the local 
community board for com-
ment,” stated Chin, adding: 
“...during the reconstruc-
tion of Pelham Parkway 
South, we worked with the 
Pelham Parkway Preserva-
tion Alliance to preserve the 
Parkway’s canopy of mature 
trees.  We will exercise simi-
lar care and cooperation as 
we rebuild the north side of 
the Parkway.”

Community rallies over Pel Parkway sidewalk

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj rallies the attendees at Peace Plaze on Sept. 28.  by Patricio Robayo

The PPPA’s Joseph Menta lead-
ing the protest along Pelham 
Parkway North.  
 by Patricio Robayo 

City, spare those Parkway trees!
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1468 Williamsbridge Road
Bronx, NY 10461
Tel 718-881-9200
Fax 718-231-8024 

www.bronxwood.com

Schedule a consultation and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

@ Experienced, warm and sensitive care for persons living in their own home
@ The only Bronx-based Home Care agency
@ Proudly serving the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens and Nassau County
@ Professional, personalized and compassionate care 
@ Sensitivity to cultural and religious needs
@ Helping patients optimize their health, quality of life and sense of well being
@ Care is delivered under the direct supervision of a registered nurse
@ Grooming, hygiene, dressing, assistance with activities and housekeeping
@ Safe ambulation, medication reminders and incontinence care
@ Live-in and support services, nursing and therapeutic care
@ Respiratory Therapy, Audiology and Traumatic Brain Injury
@ Nursing Home Transition and Diversion Waiver
@ Multi-lingual Home Health Aides (HHA’s) and Personal Care Aides (PCA’s)
@ Nurse on-call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
@ Employee verification phone line
@ Licensed by N.Y. State Department of Health
@ Medicare, Medicaid, private pay and private insurance accepted

Perfect for
Bronxwood Home Care.

Not ready
to move out of 
her own home.

Ready to discover
a new sense of 
well being.
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tracting Company renovate 
platforms, upgrade stairs 
and replace tilework at the 
elevated stations, with a 
May 2014 deadline. 

“I give it to maybe Octo-
ber 2014,” said Robert Gard-
ner, expecting to add an 
extra half hour to his com-
mute.  “This is terrible.”  

Marcia Green, a regu-
lar rail rider, expected the 
transit tailspin after MTA 
employees handed out clo-
sure notices.  “They gotta 
do what they have to do,” 
she shrugged. 

Cheryl Taylor sec-
onded that, taking the ex-
tra ten-minute walk to the 
Parkchester station in stride 
so long as the station’s fi xed.  
“If you see the other side, 
the stairs are falling down.”  

The Bx4 bus will be avail-
able to Castle Hill riders to 
travel to and from the neigh-
boring Parkchester station.  
Those transferring between 
the Bx4 and Bx22 will have 
a free transfer to the No. 6 
train at the Parkchester sta-
tion. 

At the Middletown Road 
station, riders could take 
the Bx8 or Bx24 bus to travel 
to and from Westchester 

Square-East Tremont Av-
enue station.  

Business Derailment 

Extensive work on the 
line has forced crews to sec-
tion off parking spaces at 
two corners of Castle Hill 
Ave. and Westchester Ave. 
to store their heavy-duty 
equipment.  

But they’ve now placed 
heavy barriers in front of a 
strip of stores, knocking out 
spaces for customers on the 
go. 

“I wish they put it down 
the blcok instead of my 
store, but then the other 
guy would be affected,” 
said Frank Fiorentino, 
longtime owner of a Castle 
Hill Avenue deli, though 
he welcomed renovations.  
“The station’s ready to fall 
down.”  

Blockades were ori-
gnally placed on both sides 
of Westchester Avenue be-
tween Glebe and Castle Hill 
avenues until merchants 
griped to Sen. Ruben Diaz 
Sr. about a business plunge.  
Diaz soon pressured the 
city Transportation De-
partment, demanding the 
agency shift the no-parking 
zone elsewhere. 

“This is no way to help 

businesses,” wrote Diaz.  
“The damage to the local 
economy cannot be over-
looked.” 

Small business owners 
near the Middletown Road 
subway station dealt with 

an inconvenient business 
pinch as concrete barriers 
at the station also cut off 
customers from parking 
spots.  

It was especially hard 
for handicapped patients 

visiting the dental offi ces of 
Dr. Kathleen Szanto.  Some 
of them, relying on Access-
a-Ride, were forced to be 
dropped off a block away 
since the entrance was lim-
ited. 

Local Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca stepped in 
and talked the MTA and 
contractors into replacing 
the barriers to neighboring 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
East.  

Rehab of No. 6 line stations causing concern for merchants, residents

Barriers will impede customers from relying on spots along Westchester Avenue between Purdy and Castle Hill avenues as the MTA works 
to renovate two stations. Photo by David Cruz

plain the program. 
Some said that the bins 

- small brown containers 
with wheels for the outside 
and the small lined white 
boxes for the inside - are 
adding another step in 
what is already a cumber-
some process for garbage.

Lucy Leon of Throggs 
Neck said she is angry 
about having the city gov-
ernment tell her she has to 
recycle even more.

“I am angry about hav-
ing to recycle organic 

waste, and about having 
another bin to deal with 
in my small kitchen,” she 
said. “It is a waste of tax-
payer money and of our 
time. Since it is voluntary, 
I don’t think Bronxites 
should participate so that 
it doesn’t become the law.” 

Deanna Sabetta of Spen-
cer Estate took a more pos-
itive view of the program. 
The fi rst organic recycling 
pick-up in her community 
was on Saturday, Sept. 28.  

“I think people have to 
get used to it. I know I have 

to get used to it,” she said. 
“I can appreciate what 
they are working towards 
in terms of the environ-
ment, and in the end, we 
are helping ourselves.” 

She noted that people 
with larger families or 
small children may have 
a harder time because it 
adds steps when people 
are cooking and preparing 
food. 

“We have regular gar-
bage, cans, plastic, news-
papers, and now this is 
the fourth thing that we 

are recycling,” she said. 
“I think people need to get 
used to it. It may be an in-
convenience, but once peo-
ple get used to it, it will be 
automatic.” 

City Sanitation Com-
missioner John Doherty 
said in a statement that 
the program should help 
the city with its overall re-
cycling goals and reduce 
reliance on costly out-of-
state dumps.

 Once the organic waste 
is collected, it will made 
into compost that can be 

used in a variety of ways, 
he added.  

“New York City spent 
over $85 million dollars 
in 2012 exporting organics 
to out-of-state landfi lls,” 
he said. “By launching 
our organics collection 
program in the Bronx, we 
will help the City reduce 
trash disposal costs and 
create compost - a valuable 
product that can be used 
to beautify City parks, 
community gardens, ball 
fi elds, and sold to area 
landscapers.”

From Page 1

Sanitation launches new recycling initiative in East Bronx

Sister Deanna Sabetta rolls out 
the City’s organic recycling bin.
  Photo by Patrick Rocchio 

From Page 1
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2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx  718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm   Sunday 11am-5pm
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty.  
We welcome outside prescriptions!
Visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other 
restrictions may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change 
without notice.

Includes CR-39 
Single Vision 

Lenses

Includes CR-39 
Bifocal Lenses

Includes  
CR-39  

Progressive 
Lenses

$59
$ 99

$149

Complete Pair Of Eyeglasses

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

ent.

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

SUPER SALE

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

$39EYE 
EXAM

BY DAVID CRUZ
The hepatitis A out-

break at the New aHa-
waii Sea Restaurant in 
Westchester Square has 
spawned an outbreak of 
lawsuits. 

Still closed, the long-
time popular eatery at 
1475 Williamsbridge Rd. 
faces two separate suits 
by patrons who dined 
there between Sept. 7th 
and 19th, the time that 
fi ve customers and one 
worker contracted the vi-
rus.

Papers were fi led in 
State Supreme Court by 
Paul Nunes, an attorney 
with Underberg and Kes-
sler LLP, seeking unspec-
ifi ed damages against 
New Hawaii owners.

They charge that own-
ers were negligent in im-
properly screening work-
ers who may have been 
hep A carriers.

“It looks like an em-
ployee, we allege, at New 
Hawaii was infected with 
the virus,” said Nunes.  

“And as a result had no 
business coming in con-
tact with food that would 
be served to the public.” 

Vaccinations

Nunes suggested own-
ers should have obligated 
employees to be vacci-
nated for hep A.  

Bronx resident Lisa 
Imperati, a customer who 
frequented the restau-
rant, approached Nunes 
about the case, followed 
by several dozen.  He soon 
enlisted the services of 
Bill Marler, a popular Se-
attle-based litigator who 
won a major case against 
a Jack-in-the-Box restau-
rant in 1993.  

“Bill Marler is the top 
food-borne illness attor-
ney in the country,” said 
Nunes, having worked 
with Marler on many “se-
rious food-borne cases in 
the state.”

Meanwhile, the 
phones of Throggs Neck 
lawyer Steve Kaufman 
have been ringing off the 
hook, as nearly two dozen 

customers have enlisted 
Kaufman’s help in taking 
on New Hawaii.

Kaufman said he will 
seek punitive damages 
against New Hawaii 
owners after customers 
suspected New Hawaii 
knowingly served up hep 
A-tainted food despite a 
visit by the city Health 

Department on Sept. 19th 
to investigate the eatery.  
“You can ask for puni-
tive damages if New Ha-
waii knew they were do-
ing something wrong and 
still kept doing it,” said 
Kaufman. 

Shut Down

The city Department of 
Health forced the closure 

of New Hawaii Sea Res-
taurant shortly after the 
agency dispatched a team 
to investigate claims of 
hep A. 

Notices were soon dis-
tributed, alerting custom-
ers of possible exposure 
to the non-life threatning 
virus, known to cause a 
jaundice appearance, di-

arrhea and skin rashes.  
Nearly 2800 custom-

ers soon lined up outside 
Lehman High School dur-
ing a three-day period, 
with the school’s lower 
level converted into a vac-
cine clinic.  

The restaurant is no 
stranger to unsanitary 
conditions, given a B let-
ter grade the DOH gave it 
after a May 13th surprise 
inspection. 

Investigators found 
an array of issues that 
included nagging fl ies in 
the kitchen area and sev-
eral holes large enough 
for rats and roaches to 
inch through.  

Despite that, custom-
ers continued to dine and 
praise the Asian-fusion 
dishes such as the spring 
and avocado rolls.

DOH has since cleared 
the restaurant to re-open 
following treatment. 

It remains closed for 
“modest renovation” 
work unrelated to the out-
break.

Owners for the New Hawaii Sea Restaurant face a number of lawsuits following a hepatitis A outbreak 
that started in the Asian-fusion eatery.                          Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Lawsuits growing over hep A scare
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BY DAVID CRUZ
Filler up?  Not! 
Those annoying, ear-

splitting motorcycles 
blasting through Bronx 
streets could be running 
on empty.

That’s if Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr. gets 
his way, pumping up sup-
port for a bill he’s drafted 
that would cut off illegal 
dirt bikes and all-terrain 
vehicles from Bronx gas 
stations.

 Should a cyclist use 
a credit card as a way to 
activate the pump, an at-
tendee could simply de-
activate it from the com-
puter screen.

Diaz would have a 
member of the Bronx City 
Council delegation offi -
cially introduce the bill.   

The proposal comes 
after a summer long at-
tempt by the Diaz ad-
ministration and Bronx 
police commander Assis-
tant Chief Carlos Gomez 

to curb the number of 
dangerous speedsters 
cruising through Bronx 
streets, often seen in Port 
Morris, Hunts Point and 
City Island where long 
thoroughfares serve as 
a playground for thrill-
seeking bikers.  

“There is a time and 
place for bikes,” said 
Diaz.  “And that’s on dirt, 
not the city’s streets.”  

Many times, cyclists 
fl aunt their antics on so-
cial media sites like You-
Tube, where channels 
such as Bronx Life feature 
large groups of cyclists 
popping risky wheelies, 
surrounding cars, and 
taking over highways.  

In some cases, riders 
completely skirt traffi c 
rules as they blow through 
red lights on populated 
streets without helmets 
or license plates, putting 
the public on edge while 
jarring their eardrums 
from noisy muffl ers.  

Police have been study-
ing videos to detect any 
known spots where road-
sters are likely to park 
their vehicles unnoticed.  

Diaz penned a letter to 
NYPD top cop Ray Kelly, 
demanding offi cers stage 
a crackdown on cyclists.

 It’s likely the only 
move the police can make 
since current NYPD pol-
icy forbids offi cers from 
chasing cyclists, seeing a 
greater danger to the pub-
lic as a result.  

Borough cops were 
successful this past sum-
mer with “Operation Flat 
Tire,” led by Bronx Bor-
ough command Inspec-
tor Kevin Harrington, 
seizing 241 motorbikes 
and ATVs, issuing 192 
summonses in the Bronx, 
an over 60% jump from 
2012’s take.  

The bill comes days af-
ter two cyclists linked to 
a large mob, menaced a 
man for miles while driv-

ing on the West Side High-
way, beating and stabbing 
him in front of his wife 
and two-year-old child in 
Manhattan’s Washington 

Heights.
“What happened...

shows that these inci-
dents are dangerous to 
bike riders and the pub-

lic-at-large,” said Diaz.  
“And we cannot tolerate 
more New Yorkers, and 
for that matter more bike 
riders, to be hurt.”

BP Ruben Diaz Jr. fi ghting rowdy riders 

A parade of cyclists mob a gas station in Mott Haven over the summer. A bill by BP Diaz seeks to cut 
off illegal riders from gas.  Photo courtesy of the Borough President’s Offi ce

Gas ban call for illegal bikers

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Thanks to a $700,000 

state budget allocation se-
cured by Senator Jeff Klein, 
three more Bronx schools 
will become part of the 
NYC Community Learning 
Schools Initiative, receiv-
ing such services as dental 
and vision care and a pleth-
ora of after-school and en-
richment activities. 

The schools can also 
use the money on program-
ing school offi cials feel will 
help the students and their 
families. 

“As elected offi cials, we 
have a duty to ensure our 
children receive a fi rst-rate 
education,” said Senator 
Jeff Klein, who secured the 
funding and was joined by 
United Federation of Teach-
ers union president Michael 
Mulgrew in announcing 
the funding at a press con-
ference at P.S. 83 in Morris 
Park on Wednesday, Sept. 
25.

 “Community Learn-

ing Schools take this one 
step further, by providing 
schools with the resources 
they need to help students 
and their families meet 
the tough challenges out-
side the classroom,” said 
Klein. “These schools will 
be able to provide college 
counseling, tutoring, cul-
tural programming or even 
health services, allowing 
the school community to 
decide which services best 
fi t their needs.” 

Besides P.S. 83, P.S. 14 
in Waterbury-LaSalle, and 
the International School for 
Liberal Arts in Kingsbridge 
Heights  will be added to an 
existing program run by 
educational advocacy or-
ganizations and the United 
Federation of Teachers.

“The way to make an 
impact on students’ lives is 
to put the services that can 
make a difference – things 
like health and dental care, 
social services, support for 
families – where children 

and their families can take 
advantage of them, in city 
schools,” said Mulgrew.

He thanked Klein for 
securing the funding for 
expanding the number 
of CLSs schools, and also 
thanked Gov. Cuomo for 

having the vision to advo-
cate for the CLS initiative.  

Mulgrew noted that at 
six schools where the CLS 
program began last year, 
the vision services pro-
vided to children learned 
that 40% of children tested 

could not see properly. 
“It was only because we 

said we needed the service 
that we found out,” he said. 
“You have to put that in the 
context of a child sitting in 
a classroom who could not 
see properly and no one had 

detected that before.” 
Schools are ideal places 

for families to be able to 
come to and get needed 
help, Mulgrew added. 

P.S. 83 will be able to 
maintain after-school pro-
graming it has had for 10 
years, after a foundation’s 
grant ran out, said princi-
pal Brandon Muccino. 

The programing cov-
ers theatrical productions, 
arts, tutoring programs, 
social media group, sports, 
and a school philanthropic 
organization for students.

“There was an after-
school program for al-
most every student in the 
school,” he said. “If you had 
an interest in something, 
we had an activity for you. 
This program will hope-
fully allow us to continue 
that.” 

The school also plans 
on adding vision screen-
ing and a healthy cooking 
program that can help fi ght 
obesity, he added. 

Students from P.S. 83 give a thumbs up as Senator Jeff Klein presents a ceremonial check for the com-
munity schooling program on Wednesday, Sept. 25.  Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Senator Jeff Klein funding helps schools initiative
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The signs they are 

a’changing - hopefully. 
Locals say a “Welcome to 

the Bronx” sign atop a bill-
board is falling apart and 
an eyesore on civic pride.

The billboard, visible to 
drivers on  the Bronx-bound 
Robert F. Kennedy Bridge, 
has also been empty of ads.

The 20-foot by 80-foot 
billboard and the Bronx 
sign above it are owned by 
New York-based City Out-
door USA.

Chief Operating Offi cer 
Chris Carr said that the 
billboard has been there 
since the 1950s.

The company is in the 
process of getting a new per-
mit from the Department of 
Buildings so they can place 
ads on the billboard. 

“Basically [the permit-
ting process] has not been 
completed yet because it 
takes a bit of time,” he said, 
noting that the billboard 
has had steady local and 
regional ads from the 1950s 

through the 1970s. 
But the Bronx sign atop 

it has been a vicitm of the 
slow recovery in media 
companies after the reces-
sion, he said, as well as the 
permit issue and stiff com-
petition for ad dollars from 
other billboard locations. 

“When it is all legally 
permitted and such, we will 
begin reselling the board,” 
he said. “It is a really good 
board as a feeder to the 
Bronx - to Yankee Stadium, 
the Bronx Zoo...car dealer-
ships, restaurants, and the 
whole local community. 
That is probably where it 
will have its greatest im-
pact.” 

Throggs Neck resident 
Anthony Susi, who uses 
the RFK bridge fi ve days 
a week, called the Bronx 
sign “an eyesore to say the 
least.”

“To those of us who live 
here, it certainly is an em-
barrassment,” Susi stated 
in an e-mail. “It’s unfortu-
nately the fi rst impression 

that people get of the Bronx, 
and in a time where fi rst 
impressions are just about 
everything, this sign cer-
tainly misses the mark.” 

Bronxites need to take 

some pride in where they 
live and “‘welcome’” a 
change, he added. 

John Bonizio, 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District 

chairman and local busi-
nessesman, has also noticed 
the sign was in poor condi-
tion and an eyesore. 

“Somebody of means 
who is in the Bronx and con-

cerned about the image of 
the Bronx should make sure 
that something like this 
never happens,” he fumed. 
“This is an image problem - 
which is the problem of the 
Bronx in general.” 

He said the sign needs 
to be painted because some 
of the lettering is missing 
from the word “available”. 

A spokesman for the Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. said that he is already in-
volved in making this space 
look more becoming. 

“Our offi ce has reached 
out to the billboard owner 
several times, and we have 
not heard back,” said spokes-
man John DeSio. “We would 
like to start a conversation 
with the owner. It is the fi rst 
thing people see when they 
come to the Bronx, and we 
want it to look nice.” 

If anyone is interested in 
the available billboard, they 
can call City Outdoor USA 
at (718) 292-6080. It normally 
is rented out on a month-to-
month basis.

Some borough boosters are saying this billboard on the Bronx approach from the RFK bridge is an 
eyesore and needs to be rented now. 

Bronx ‘Welcome’ sign an eyesore

BY DAVID CRUZ
On the 20th anni-

versary of Chazz Palm-
interi’s “A Bronx Tale,” 
the Belmont native is tak-
ing his solo show where it 
all began.  

For the fi rst time, Pal-
minteri will perform his 
one-man show in the bor-
ough, gracing Lehman 
Stage’s Lovinger Theater 
Oct. 17th at 7 pm for “A 
Bronx Tale.”  

The semi-autographi-
cal memoir tells the story 
of a young Bronx boy be-
friending a local gang-
ster.  

The tale began as an 
off-Broadway show Pal-
minteri penned in 1989, 
later adapted into the fea-
ture fi lm directed and co-
starring Robert DeNiro.  
The show was revived on 
Broadway in 2007, receiv-
ing critical acclaim.  

“It has a message of 
wasted talent, fathers 
and sons, racism,” said 
Palminteri, chosen as 
this year’s Bronx Co-
lumbus Day grand mar-
shal.  “It has those hot-
button issues that people 
can connect to.  These 
are the themes that have 
been happening in man-
kind since mankind was 
here.”  

Palminteri’s gone on 
the road with his one-man 
show for years, sharing a 
glimpse of his life grow-
ing up in working class, 
heavily Italian Belmont.

He’s still a regular 
there, dining at several 
restaurants and hitting 
the neighborhood shops.

 He’s also a regular 
on the silver screen and 
television, appearing in 
shows “Blue Bloods” and 
“Modern Family.”  

But despite the 855 
solo performances of his 
play, Palminteri still has 
to remember his lines for 
his 856th show, morphing 
into a dozen characters 
in 90 minutes.  It doesn’t 
take much for Palminteri 
to learn his lines, he said, 
just a couple of trips to the 
treadmill to jog his mem-
ory.

Palminteri, reminding 
locals he’s still indebted to 
a borough that catapulted 
him to stardom, will not 
accept a nickel for his pe-
formance at Lehman, but 
rather give all proceeds 
to the Child Reach Foun-
dation, his nonprofi t with 
a two-fold goal -- funding 
research for pediatric 
diseases and grants to 
law enforcement families 
that have children with 
special needs.  

“We have raised over 

a million dollars for 
thalassemia and for offi -
cers with a special needs 
child,” said Palminteri, 
who chairs the foundation 
with wife Gianna and life-
long friend Phil Foglia.

Grants have so far gone 

to the New York State Po-
lice Investigators Associ-
ation, Detectives Endow-
ment Association and the 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent 
Association.  

“There’s such a great 
need out there, and we’re 

working really hard,” 
said Gianna.  

Theatergoers can go to 
www.brownpapertickets.
com for tickets to the Le-
hman show. Sponsorhips 
for the playbill are also 
available.  

Chazz Palminteri will perform “A Bronx Tale” in the Bronx, taking to the stage at Lehman Center’s 
Lovinger Theater Oct. 17th at 7 pm.   Photo by Aracelis Batista

Palminteri to perform “A 
Bronx Tale” at Lehman 
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for whatever life
throws at them.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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Haunted PumpkinHaunted Pumpkin

GardenGarden

A spook-tacular Haunt-
ed Pumpkin Garden 
is this month’s main 
attraction at The New 
York Botanical Garden.  
Bronxites far and wide 
stopped by the exhibi-
tion on September 21, 
featuring an array of 
professionally carved 
pumpkins re-shaped 
into orangey sculp-
tures.  The display is 
part of a month-long 
presentation of other 
Hal loween-themed 
events, including an 
Oct. 19-20 carving 
show by Master Carver 
Ray Villafane.  

(1) Jamie Michaels and 
daughter Emily cross the 
arch of pumpkins at the 
Haunted Pumpkin Garden.

(2) (l-r) Bronx pals Brandon, 
Phillip and Justin stylize 
their pumpkins with help 
from carver Theresa Hioki 
(far left).

(3) Mariella Jose plops by a 
grave full of several face-
less pumpkins.

(4) Promising puppeteer 
Joey Armati gives a show 
to guests at the Haunted 
Pumpkin Garden.

(5) A pumpkin hut enlivens 
the kids, part of the gar-
den’s many attractions.

(6) A pumpkin transforms 
into pale face, just some of 
the many carvings at the 
Haunted Pumpkin Garden.

All photos by Aracelis Batista

11 22

33 44

55 66
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Columbus Day Parade 

Dinner Dance

With the Bronx Columbus Day Parade just around the corner, organizers 
to the second largest Columbus Day Parade in New York honored sev-
eral Bronxites at the annual dinner dance on September 22nd at Mae-
stro’s Caterers.  An Italian princess, Hollywood auteur, business man 
and high school principal were honored for highlighting the strengths of 
Italian-Americans.  The Bronx Columbus Day Parade steps off on Sunday, 
October 13th at noon.

(Top left) Songstress Giada Valenti delivers a beautiful rendition of a 
the American and Italian national anthems, drawing a large round of 
applause.

(Top Mid) (l-r) Local businessman Joseph Milone and Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade honorary marshal Lisa Maffei-Fuentes stand with parade 
grand marshal Chazz Palminteri.  The trio received several accolades 
and citations during the presentation.

Top right) Boosters, community groups and local dignitaries fl ooded 
Maestro’s Caterers, hearing presentations from organizers.

(Left) Giuliana Izzo was crowned this year’s Bronx Columbus Day Parade 
Princess.  Her grace received a $10,000 scholarship courtesy of David 
Anthony Pope (l). 

(Above) Bronx Columbus Day Parade royalty graced Maestro’s.  They 
include past parade princesses Lovedana Calce and Cristina Iannarino, 
scholarship sponsor David Anthony Pope with this year’s princess Giu-
liana Izzo, retired princess Kristen Caea and lead parade organizer Tony 
Signorile. 
 All photos by Aracelis Batista
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www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
Bronx veterans 

marched down Southern 
Boulevard in Crotona 
Park East on Friday, 
September 27 as part of 
a parade honoring those 
who served this country, 
and who now live right 
here in the borough.

The event, the Bronx 
Veterans Parade Com-
mittee (BVPC) parade, 
soldiered on in style for 
the sixth straight year.

The BVPC parade 
—not to be confused with 
the Bronx Veterans’ Day 
Parade, which will step 
off for the 29th time in 
November —kicked off at 
11 a.m at E. 175th street 
and Crotona Parkway. 

The group worked its 
way along Southern Bou-
levard to E. 180th street 
and took a right turn to 
The Old West Farms Sol-
diers Cemetery on Bry-
ant Avenue, where a me-

morial service was held.  
The parade wrapped 

up as usual with a bar-
beque in Vidalia Park 
between Vyse and Daly 
avenues. 

“It did turn out to be 
a success,” said Delores 
Steele, chairperson of 
the BVPC. “The commu-
nity allowed us to be on 
Southern Boulevard for 
the first time, and that 
went well.”

The event is designed 
to raise community 
awareness and funding 
for veterans in need of 
help. 

Steele founded BVPC 
in 2008 after watching 
her father, a veteran, 
struggle with drug ad-
diction and homeless-
ness. 

Steele formed BVPC 
through the Gethsemane 
Baptist Church on Fair-
mount Place and has or-
ganized the parade with 

support from Commu-
nity Board 6 and local 
politicians ever since.

The memorial service 
was, as always, an emo-
tional moment, Steele 
said. Wreaths and Amer-
ican flags adorned the 
headstones of fallen sol-
diers from four different 
wars. 

The cemetery itself is 
nearly 200 years old and 
memorializes soldiers 
dating as far back as the 
War of 1812, which pitted 
the U.S. against Great 
Britain in a 32-month 
conflict that tackled un-
resolved issues from the 
American Revolution.

 The cemetery also 
includes graves from 
the Civil War and the 
Spanish-American war 
that took place in Cuba 
and Puerto Rico for ten 
weeks in 1898, sparked 
by the sinking of the 
U.S.S. Maine in Havana 

Harbor. There are also 
headstones from World 
War I.

The veterans were 
joined by a slew of area 
politicians who paraded 
with them, including 
Assemblyman  Marcos 
Crespo, State Senator 
Ruth Hassell Thomp-
son and Senator Ruben 
Diaz.

The fundraising for 
the event totaled about 
$5000, Steele said. Mem-
bers of the community 
also donated hot dogs 
and burgers as well as 
utensils and cooking 
supplies to the afternoon 
barbeque, she said.

The food was well 
received, said Gregory 
Phillips, who served 
in Vietnam and is now 
treasurer of the BVPC. 

“The cookout was 
outstanding,” said Phil-
lips. “I love feeding the 
community.”

Sixth Annual Bronx Veterans Day Parade

Senator Ruben Diaz helps raise an American fl ag at the 6th annual 
Bronx Veterans Parade Planning Committee parade.    
                                                Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Bronx salutes vets in Crotona Park East
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BY DAVID CRUZ
A push to cram a 

charter high school into 
a Pelham Parkway mid-
dle school building has 
met resistance by educa-
tors, concerned over cre-
ating tensions and over-
crowding. 

Two meetings hosted 
by the city Educa-
tion Dept. will decide 
whether the new Icahn 
Charter High School 
(ICHS) should be co-lo-
cated into Junior High 
School 144, a turnaround 
school on the brink of 
succeeding.

  The school at 2545 
Gunther Ave. sits in Dis-
trict 11, which already 
has four of the borough’s 
seven Icahn schools.

  JHS 144 already 
shares the four-story 
building with the highly-
praised Pelham Gardens 
Middle School, bringing 
total occupany to 65%.

Emily Giblin, a 
JHS 144 teacher, wor-
ried “co-location would 
bring a fight for space, 
a fight for resources, 
tensions among leaders 
and things we shouldn’t 
have to deal with at this 
moment.” 

Icahn charter schools 
end at the sixth or eighth 
grade.  ICHS would serve 
as a way to retain its 
graduating eighth grad-
ers, continuing the same 
high-level of education.  

The proposal echoes 
the DOE’s 2008 decision 
to co-locate the Sports 
Professions High School 
into the campus, result-
ing in classes taught in-
side trailers parked in 
the schoolyard.

The DOE has now 
backpedaled on prior 
assurances that guaran-
teed the building would 
no longer serve the high 
school. 

“We were told no high 
school would be return-
ing to 144,” said Council-
man Jimmy Vacca.  “So 
obviously DOE’s word 
means nothing.”  

Vacca, along with 
Sen. Jeff  Klein, have 
also joined the fight to 
prevent the co-location. 

Community Board 

Hearing 

Community Board 11 
officially opposed the 
plan following a Sept. 
26th hearing, where 
members heard from ed-
ucators.  

“We’re not opposed to 
the charter high school,” 
said Pamela Johnson, 
head of the Community 
Education District Coun-
cil 11.  “We don’t want 
them mixed up with the 
middle school.” 

Members were also 
concerned middle school 
students in the neighbor-
hood would have little 

chance to even apply for 
ICHS since officials will 
matriculate students 
who’ve graduated from 
Icahn’s middle school.  

If approved, roughly 
40-50 ninth graders from 
the Icahn system will 
attend in 2014, with the 
DOE adding another 
grade each year until it 
reaches capacity during 
the 2017-18 school year.

Harry Hartfield, a 
spokesman for the DOE, 
stood by the agency’s bid 
to co-locate the school, 
citing it’s decade long 
policy that’s “delivered 
historic highs in grad-
uation rates, lowered 
drop-out rates by half, 
and given parents more 
school options than ever 
before in city history.” 

“Our strategy has 
worked,” said Hartfield.  
“And with this new 
school, that progress 
will continue.” 

Co-location would 
take effect in the 2014-15 
school year should the 
Panel for Educational 
Policy vote in favor of it 
at an Oct. 15 public meet-

ing. 
DOE officials will 

hear from the public at a 
separate hearing slated 
for 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 
7th at 2545 Gunther Ave.  

Opposition to new school mergings

Community Board 11 education committee chairwoman Diane 
Norris (center) raises objections on the proposal to co-locate the 
Icahn Charter High School with JHS 144.         Photo by David Cruz  

School fi ght over Icahn Charter HS 

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Ralph Barbosa and Billy 

Valentin have tossed back 
glasses of the local drink 
pitorro at family gather-
ings in the lush mountain 
towns of Guayama, Puerto 
Rico for decades. 

Now the childhood 
friends are inviting Bronx-
ites to join the party.

The duo, along with 
Ralph’s brother Jerry, un-
veiled New York’s fi rst 
Puerto Rican moonshine-
specifi c distillery in Port 
Morris in mid September. 

At Port Morris Distill-
ery (PMD) at 780 E. 133rd 
St. between Walnut and 
Willow avenues, the co-
owners share a shot of 
their heritage as part of a 
burgeoning Bronx booze 
scene. They’ve set up shop 
just a block away from Ti-
rado Distillery on E. 134th 
Street, which distills a 
Puerto Rican moonshine 
product among its many 
rums and whiskeys. 

“It’s one of those prod-
ucts that everybody en-

joys,” Valentin said. 
“You’re tasting something 
fi ne like a wine, but then 
it hits you, and you get the 
full effect of it.”

In Puerto Rico, pitorro, 
a moonshine crafted from 
fermented sugarcane, is 
the festive booze of choice. 

The tastiest stuff on the 
island is known to be the 
product of illegal home 
brewing. No pitorro is 
alike: popular variations 
include curing the booze in 
a jar of cherries or burying 
it underground in the hol-
lowed-out eye of a coconut.  

The Port Morris version 
—100% legal — is based on 
a recipe from Barbosa’s 
“Tio,” the Spanish word 
for uncle.

 Barbosa convinced 
his tio to leave the island 
for the Bronx to oversee 
the production of his be-
loved beverage, which is 
also known in Puerto Rico 
as canita (sugar cane) or 
lagrimas del monte (moun-
tain tears). 

“Tio had never used a 

measuring tool before, he 
does the whole thing on 
feel,” Barbosa said. “He’s a 
master.”

PMD currently crafts 
two varieties of the Puerto 
Rican moonshine out of 
its industrial Port Morris 
warehouse. A pearly clear 
classic version is brewed 
from sugar, corn, apples, 
and honey, and rings in at 
a whopping 92 proof.

 The team also offers 
an 80 proof pitorro aged in 
wood barrels that, like an 
aged rum or tequila, bears 
a golden tinge. 

The entire production 
takes place in one loft-like 
space. The mashed ingredi-
ents rest for 2-3 weeks with 
yeast in 55-gallon plastic 
barrels. Then the mixture 
is transferred into a spar-
kling copper still fl own 
in from Germany, where 
it is boiled, steamed, fi l-
tered and ultimately trans-
formed into moonshine.

Visitors can taste the 
end result in a high-ceil-
inged tasting room next 

door, with walls painted in 
the bright pastel palette of 
an Old San Juan villa.

 PMD is holding tasting 
hours Tuesdays and Thurs-
days 12 p.m - 4 p.m and will 

give tours of the space on 
Fridays from 4 p.m - 9 p.m, 
Barbosa said.

“We want to educate 
people on our history, and 
invite them down to taste 

what we do,” Barbosa said. 
 Bronxites, he added, 

can expect to see PMD’s 
pitorro popping up at lo-
cal bars in the coming 
months. 

Billy Valentin (left) and childhood friend Ralph Barbosa show off their Puerto Rican moonshine in front 
of their new distillery in Port Morris.

PR moonshine in Port Morris
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Goldman Sachs shoulder-
ing much of the remain-
der of the cash load. A key 
component to getting the 
deal done were tax cred-
its from federal govern-
ment agencies that will 
subsidize over $10 million 
of Goldman Sachs’ invest-
ment over the next seven 
years.

The development 
will also include an 
8,000-square-foot public 
plaza at E. 149th Street 
and Bergen Avenue. 

The project should 
bring around 200 per-
manent jobs and 150 con-
struction jobs to the area, 
according to city offi -
cials. 

Community leaders 
at the groundbreaking 
praised the plan as a shot 

in the arm to the local 
economy and a sign of the 
borough’s growth.

 The Hub, a retail jug-
gernaut since the early 
1900s, had been a symbol 
of urban decay for de-
cades. 

“As a young boy, I 
walked these streets. I 
saw and experienced the 
not so good things about 
this area, when the Hub 
was thought of as some-
thing else,” Bronx Bor-
ough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. said. “The fact 
that a big company like 
Goldman Sachs wants to 
invest here is incredible.”

Local Councilwoman 
Maria del Carmen Arroyo 
is excited about the super-
market coming in, and 
said she was particularly 
happy that Metropolitan 

College will be able to use 
the space.

“I just knew that if 
we stayed on it, it would 
happen,” she said. “The 
access to quality food is 
great, and I’m happy to 
see our higher education 
goals being met.”

Offi cals at Metropoli-
tan College, which will 
occupy a fi rst-fl oor recep-
tion center and a large 
portion of the second 
fl oor, were similarly ex-
cited to announce their 
expansion.

“This is a long-term 
commitment to provide 
enhanced educational op-
portunities for residents 
of the Bronx and adjacent 
parts of the city and sub-
urbs,” said the college’s 
president, Dr. Vinton 
Thompson.

New complex coming to Hub
From Page 1
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Call (718) 742-3386

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns

THE PROCESS 
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GRAND OPENING
Workmen’s Circle Dialysis Center

Tel.  (718) 379-8100 ext 473 / 446

3155 Grace Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
(entrance from Hammersley Ave.)

ON-SITE TREATMENT.
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- SERENE COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT
- COMFORTABLE HEATED RECLINERS
- TRANQUIL EXOTIC AQUARIUM
- PREFERRED SLOTS AVAILABLE
- PERSONAL iPAD
- WIRELESS INTERNET
- COMFORT & CONVENIENCE OF ON-SITE
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