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Mobster
three sons
arrested

2013 Miss Columbus Giuliana Izzo     
 Photo courtesy of Giuliana Izzo 

Bronx Miss Columbus crowned

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 4

HEP A
EATERY
PANIC

Six people infected at New Hawaii Sea 

OLA Back To School BBQ
A bright-eyed Julia Vieni, 4, shows off her fresh face at Our Lady of the 
Assumption’s Back to School BBQ on September 20th.  

Photo by Alex Belisle

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx’s Miss Columbus 

has a story to tell. 
Giuliana Izzo, an aspiring 

criminal justice lawyer from Bel-
mont and this year’s winner of 
the scholarship sponsored by the 
Generoso Pope Foundation, has 
not let adversity get her down. 

She dealt with the passing of 
her father in 2009 with grace and 
courage, going on to earn a 4.0 
grade point average into her se-
nior year at Maria Regina High 
School while keeping a full ros-

ter of extracurricular activities, 
including playing on the school’s 
basketball team. 

She was crowned at the Bronx 
Columbus Day Parade Dinner on 
Sunday, Sept. 22 after being cho-
sen by a panel of teachers who 
narrowed down a large number 
of applications to three semi-fi -
nalists.

The event was a prelude to the 
Sunday, Oct. 13 Bronx Columbus 
Day Parade in Morris Park.

Izzo said she was encouraged 
to apply for the scholarship by a 

school guidance counselor. 
“When they called me the day 

after the interview and congratu-
lated me on winning the scholar-
ship, I was told that one of the rea-
sons that I won is because when 
I grow up I want to start my own 
scholarship for Italian-American 
students,” she said. “There are 
not a lot of scholarship opportuni-
ties for us.”

Bronx Columbus Parade or-
ganizer/scholarship organizer 
Tony Signorile said Izzo’s dinner 

Continued on page 11

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
Once the king of  Throggs 

Neck, Bronx mobster Vincent 
(Vinnie Gorgeous) Basciano can’t 
be a very happy father these days.

Besides spending 23 hours a 
day in a cramped cell for the rest 
of his life, the man who once ruled 
the Bronx and beyond as acting 
head of the Bonanno crime fam-
ily has just  seen three of his sons 
busted by the feds and facing their 
own heavy duty jail time.

Described by federal authori-
ties as mob associates, Vincent 
Jr., Joseph and Stephen Basciano 
were arrested along with two 
other suspects on drug traffi cking 
charges involving a cross-coun-
try marijuana distribution ring 
that allegedly moved hundreds to 
thousands of pounds of weed.

All three pleaded not guilty 
in Manhattan Federal Court to 
narcotics conspiracy charges on 
Wednesday, Sept. 18. If convicted, 
they face prison terms of up to 40 
years.

Witness testimony

“We have seized evidence, re-
cordings and compelling witness 
testimony,” Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Rebecca Mermelstein said in 
court Wednesday.

According to the indictment, 
at one point a confi dential infor-
mant complained over the phone 
to co-defendent ElonValentine 
about the “poor quality” of the 
marijuana supplied by Joseph 
Basciano.

Vincent Jr., 32, was released 
on $500,000 bond, and Joseph, 27, 
was sprung on $250,000 bond. But 
Stephen, 29, was held pending an 
additional hearing after prosecu-
tors said they have tapes of him 
brother boasting about owning 
weapons and shooting at people. 

BY DAVID CRUZ
The Bronx restaurant where 

six persons came down with hepa-
titis A will remain closed for now.

But it will be for renovation 
work, said a spokesman for the 
New Hawaii Sea Restaurant in 
Westchester Square.

Nearly 2800 customers heeded 
the city Health Department’s 
warning, stopping by Lehman 
High School between Sept. 21-23 

for a free hep A shot. Many others 
went to their own doctors.

Five patrons at the Asian-fu-
sion restaurant one restaurant 
worker came down with the vi-
rus, with the health department 
putting out an alert to customers 
on Sept. 19 and ordering the res-
taurant closed. 

The original source of the out-
break was a waiter at the restau-
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A displaced group home 

for adults recovering from 
mental illness has moved 
out of a controversial Pel-
ham Bay facility.

Locals now wonder 
what could be next for the 
Pelham Parkway build-
ing. 

Services for the Under-
Served made the former 
Pelham Bay Hospital, now 
called the Pelham Grand, 
home for 65 men displaced 
from SUS’s Rockaway, 
Queens building by Super-
storm Sandy. 

The group moved out by 
Sunday, Sept. 15 to return 
to their former facility.

Joe Oddo, chairman 
of a community advisory 
board set up to act as a li-
aison between the commu-
nity and the facility, said 
that the operators had 
made good on their pledge 
to be out within nine 
months of arriving.

Yves Ades, SUS’s chief 
operations officer who ad-
dressed Community Board 
10 on Thursday, Septem-
ber 19, was cheered at one 
point, with board mem-
bers thanking him and 
his organization for keep-
ing their word to be out of 
the community as soon as 
repairs to their Rockaway 
facility were complete. 

The move into Pel-
ham Bay had originally 
sparked concern among 
locals, who were not sure 
what they were getting.  

“I think we demon-
strated that the fears are 
unfounded, and that we 
are good neighbors,” said 
Ades, who thanked the 
board for supporting peo-
ple who would have other-
wise been homeless. 

He noted in an inter-
view that in the nine 
months since the men 
moved in, there were no 
incidents involving any-

one living there.
The building had been 

vacant since Our Lady of 

Assumption D’Urso Pa-
vilion closed. It was later 
scuttled as an assisted liv-

ing facility. 
 Oddo said that some 

people living nearby that 
he had spoken to now said 
they were sad to see the fa-
cility go.

“They were here, and 
we really did not have a 
preponderance of prob-
lems...there were just a 
couple of issues that got 
handled quickly,” said 
Oddo. “We had people who 
were victims of a disaster 
who had their needs met, 
and it was not done in a 
way that was overly dis-
ruptive.” 

Ades said his group 
chose the building be-
cause they could have the 
entire building to them-
selves and because it was 
large enough to accommo-
date all those displaced by 
SuperStorm Sandy . 

The community had 
been concerned since the 
program moved into the 
building that others could 

follow or that it might be-
come a homeless shelter. 

As previously reported, 
the building owner, a bil-
lionaire head of a satel-
lite communications firm 
named Moujan Vahdat, 
has spent years facilitat-
ing the opening of social 
service operations in the 
Bronx and elsewhere. 

He owns a family shel-
ter at 587 Wales Avenue in 
Melrose and another facil-
ity for those living with 
HIV/AIDS in East Harlem.

 “The concern is that 
we are dealing with the 
unknown and we really 
don’t have a good mecha-
nism for addressing it,” 
said Oddo. “I think the 
first thing we need to do is 
set up a meaningful rela-
tionship with the landlord 
moving forward so we can 
be of help to him and he 
can help us.” 

Facility turned out to be welcomed, or at least tolerated 

Community members toured the Services for the UnderServed fa-
cility in Pelham Bay in January. They are now out of the building.  

Mentally ill out of Pelham Grand 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It’s a bridge that City Is-

land doesn’t want.
And locals made their 

feelings clear at a Town 
Hall meeting where the city 
Department of Transporta-
tion presented its plans for 
a new City Island Bridge.

A number of residents 
pushed back on the city plan 
at a packed Community 
Board 10 Town Hall meet-
ing Monday, Sept. 23, with 
many saying the proposed 
bridge, a sleek, soaring 
modernistic affair, was out 
of character for the quaint 
sea-side community. 

Construction on a tem-
porary bridge, being built 
so the existing bridge can 
be demolished, is set to be-
gin on Sept. 30. 

The overwhelming 
consensus of community 
members present was that 
was that the DOT and city 
Department of Design and 
Construction should go 
back to the drawing board. 

“To build a new bridge 
that is ten times as high 
as the existing bridge is 

not appropriate for City Is-
land,” said City Island Civic 
Association vice-president 
Barbara Dolensek.

The group maintains the 
bridge is too tall and mod-
ern looking with its steel 
“cable-stayed” design. 

She added that the com-
munity was “just handed 
a bridge” that they do not 

want and charged that the 
city was trying to circum-
vent the Uniform Land 
Use Review Process and 
the hearings normally re-
quired when map changes 
are made. 

Gerard “Skip” Giacco, 
City Island Chamber of 
Commerce president, said 
that the current bridge is 

one of the things that at-
tracts residents and visitors 
who are seeking an break 
from the high-rise environ-
ment all around the city. 
The new design could set 
the community up to lose 
its small-town appeal. 

“If we set precedence 
that allows a 140-foot struc-
ture at the entrance to the 
island, it becomes very 
hard to argue against a de-
veloper who wants to put 
up a giant apartment build-
ing,” he said.

The current bridge, he 
added, is a “welcome to the 
our neighborhood bridge,” 
while the proposed bridge 
is a “welcome to Las Vegas 
bridge.” 

Community activ-
ist John Doyle said that 
the ballooning cost of the 
bridge should cause people 
to pause and consider what 
all that money could be 
used for, such as more cops 
or more after-school pro-
gramming. 

“There is something per-
verse about spending over 
$100 million on a ‘signature’ 

bridge that the overwhelm-
ing number of residents op-
pose,” he said. “The bridge 
is yet another illustration 
of tone deafness that has 
come from City Hall in re-
cent years.” 

Plans for the new bridge 
have been in the works 
since 1998, but community 
members speaking at the 
meeting said they were 
barely consulted.

 One of the top DOT 
bridge offi cials, Robert Col-

lier, said the existing bridge 
ranked a 3.3 out of seven 
during a recent bi-annual 
bridge inspection - a weak 
rating - and needs to be re-
placed. 

He said as part of the proj-
ect, Catherine Scott Prome-
nade next to the bridge will 
be improved, the Legion tri-
angle at Bridge Street and 
City Island Avenue will en-
larged, and that the bridge 
will be wider and not have 
any pilings in the water. 

At artist rendering of the new City Island Bridge as proposed.  

City Island’s bridge - the only way to access the island by foot or 
car from the mainland - is over 100 years old. When it was com-
pleted, there were few automobiles on the road.   by Patrick Rocchio

City Island residents object to bridge design
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‘Vinny Gorgeous’ Bastiano’s three sons arrested

New book on East Bronx mobster Vincent Basciano out as his three 
sons are arrested.

Six people infected with hepatitis A at New Hawaii Sea Restaurant
From page 1

Bronxites waited hours for a hep A shot following an outbreak at 
New Hawaii Sea Restaurant, where they dined between Sept. 7th 
and 19th.                              Photo by Aracelis Batista 

He also has a prior 2007 con-
viction for assaulting a Riv-
ere Avenue neighbor.

History of violence

“The evidence is incred-
ibly strong against him and 
he has a demonstrable his-
tory of violence,” Mermel-
stein said.

This all can not be sit-
ting well with their father, 
now serving two life terms  
at the Super Max prison 
in Colorado, said Anthony 
DeStefano, a veteran New 
York City crime reporter 
and author of two other 
books about the mob. 

His newest book, “Vinny 
Gorgeous The Ugly Rise 
and Fall of a New York Mob-
ster,” is a riveting, detailed 
look at Basciano’s reign and 
ultimate downfall, taking 
the reader to where the man 

described as a hot-headed, 
cold-blooded killer left his 
imprint.

That includes the former 
beauty salon on E. Tremont 
Avenue where the vain Bas-
ciano picked up his nick-
name, to Manhattan night-
clubs and restaurants for 
“meets,” to his darker life, 
including the murder of a 
low-level drug dealer near 
Pennyfi eld Avenue.

It details how Basciano 
took over the Bonanno 
crime family when its boss, 
Joseph Massina, went to 
jail, only to later betray 
Basciano to the feds to save 
his own skin.

HIS neighborhood

DeStefano said he 
walked the streets of E. 
Tremont Avenue, trying to 
soak up Basciano’s immedi-

ate world.
“It was HIS neighbor-

hood in a sense. He was 
like the main character in 
the area. And I got a sense 
of ‘A Bronx Tale’ walking 
the streets. But it’s chang-
ing. And some great restau-
rants!”

As for Basciano’s sons, 
“I met all of them and they 
were very congenial kind of 
guys,” said DeStefano. “No 
attitude, very courteous, 
curious about the previous 
books I had written.”

He was “not at all sur-
prised” at their arrests.

“Although, seeing what 
the father had done and 
gone through, I would have 
thought the kids would 
have said, ‘You know, let’s 
just go our own way. Let’s 
just work our way in some 

decent obscurity, go about 
our lives and do something 
different,’” said DeStefano. 
“But you know, the pull 
of the street is sometimes 
hard to resist.”

He said he still holds out 
some hope for the sons. 

 “I’m hoping that these 
kids can get a break on this 
case. I’m hoping for their 
sake that they can get away 
from this going forward. 
But it’s a federal case, and 
federal is hard to beat. 
It’s like ‘I’ll see you in fi ve 
years....’”

DeStefano will be in the 
Bronx Nov. 7 for a book sign-
ing at Barnes & Noble at the 
Bay Plaza Shopping Mall. 
The book, by Lyons Press, is 
also available at other book 
stores and online at Ama-
zon.com.

rant, said a source. 
With long lines stretched 

outside Lehman HS on E. 
Tremont Avenue, locals 
waited up to two hours 
as nurses converted the 
school’s lower level into a 
clinic, manning roughly 
twenty vaccination sta-
tions.

Some people waiting on 
line for vaccinations were 
angry that a seasoned res-
taurant was behind the 
outbreak, while others sim-
ply shrugged off what they 
deemed as hysteria.

Mixed feelings

“If only fi ve people are 
infected out of thousands, 
then it’s no so bad,” said Su-
san Solimando of Throggs 
Neck, who ordered a wonton 
soup from the restaurant 
between Sept. 7th and 19th, 
considered the window of 
exposure.

On the fl ip side was Nadia 
Seemangal of Parkchester, 

a customer who visited the 
eatery twice for avocado 
and spring rolls when the 
virus broke.

“In general, I’m a ger-
maphobe and I’m afraid of 

things like that,” said See-
mangal, replaying the vis-
its in her mind. 

Exposure to hep A often 
involves consuming food 
and water contaminated 

with the HAV virus.  Fol-
lowing an incubation pe-
riod of four weeks, infected 
persons experience symp-
toms that include yellow 
skin/eyes, fatigue and diar-
rhea, according to health of-
fi cials. While the disease is 
pegged as non-life threaten-
ing, there have been some 
rare instances where it can 
be lethal. There is no cure.

“This incident serves 
as an important reminder 
to always wash your hands 
thoroughly before handling 
food to prevent the spread 
of disease,” said DOH Com-
missioner Dr. Thomas Far-
ley in a statement.

Reopening

After examining the 
restaurant, and with work-
ers receiving vaccinations, 
DOH cleared New Hawaii 
Sea to once again open for 
business.

The owners, who fully 
cooperated with DOH, 
have kept the doors closed 
pending “modest renova-

tion” work unrelated to the 
outbreak, said restaurant 
spokesman George Arzt. 
“Certainly they would not 
be allowed to open if the 
Health Department did not 
feel that it was safe,” he said, 
adding this is the fi rst such 
incident the restaurant has 
ever experienced. 

Lawsuits have not been 
fi led, though Arzt main-
tains the owners aren’t even 
thinking about that.

“I think they’ll deal with 
whatever they have to deal 
with,” said Arzt.  “For now 
they’re just looking forward 
to opening up the restau-
rant.”

Exposure

A source close to the in-
vestigation said a waiter 
was the initial infected pa-
tient, although it’s unclear 
whether the waiter was 
aware he was a carrier.

DOH was tipped off 
about the presence of hep 
A on Sept. 19th, dispatch-
ing a two-man crew to 1475 

Williasmbridge Rd. to col-
lect samples that later con-
fi rmed the presence of an 
outbreak.

Inspectors were already 
familiar with New Hawaii 
Sea, having conducted nu-
merous surprise inspec-
tions in the last two years, 
awarding an A during an 
unannounced visit on Au-
gust 2011.  It was later de-
moted to a B, where it cur-
rently stands.

But despite the grade, 
Seemangal and thousands 
of others continued to dine 
at New Hawaii Sea, ignoring 
the prominently hung grade.

“I really, really liked 
the sushi,” said Seemangal.  
“So I must’ve overlooked 
the B.  Now that this hap-
pened I probably will look 
more into that.”

Jen Slesinski, an em-
ployee at Mercy College, 
was able to forgive, so long 
as the owners “do some se-
rious couponing.  ‘Buy one, 
get fi ve free.’” 
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
Pelham Bay neighbors 

are divided on yet another 
group home moving into 
the neighborhood.

But with only a few 
nays, Community Board 10 
approved a state proposal 
for construction of a per-
manent group home in Wa-
terbury-LaSalle for six resi-
dents with a rare genetic 
eating disorder.

But some locals are not 
convinced the home is a 
worthwhile investment 
and are concerned about 
the behavior of the planned 
inhabitants, who have a ge-
netic condition known as 
Prader-Willi Syndrome. 

“They haven’t given us 
the time to do the research 
we need. These people com-
ing in seem to be giving us 
different information all 
the time, and that makes 
me suspicious,” said Water-
bury-LaSalle resident Mary 
Jane Musano, one of the few 

dissenting CB members at 
the board’s Thursday, Sept. 
19 meeting.

The residents are slated 
to live in a two-story home 
at 3279 Bruckner Boule-
vard between LaSalle and 
Coddington Avenues. The 
project would cost the state 
nearly $1 million, including 
the purchase of the house 
and renovations, represen-
tatives from the New York 
State Offi ce of People with 
Developmental Disabilities 
said at a public hearing the 
night before the vote. 

Prader-Willi syndrome 
is caused by a genetic defi -
ciency on chromosome 15 
that affects the hypothal-
amus, the portion of the 
brain that regulates hun-
ger.

 People with Prader-
Willi have uncontrollable 
urges to eat and are inca-
pable of feeling full.

 Without constant su-
pervision, Prader-Willi 

patients often become 
morbidly obese. They also 
have low muscle tone and 

heightened anxiety, which 
can result in self-infl icted 
behaviors like skin picking 

and hoarding, said Terry 
O’Neill, executive director 
of Services for the Develop-
mentally Challenged, who 
is spearheading the proj-
ect.

 Neighbors of the pro-
posed home expressed 
concern at Wednesday’s 
public hearing that the in-
habitants’ erratic behavior 
would disturb the peace of 
the community.

  O’Neill acknowledged 
on Wednesday that Prader-
Willi can cause outbursts 
and tantrums, but stressed 
that these incidents are self-
infl icted, and that the group 
home would have a staff on 
duty 24 hours a day.

“I’ve been a part of 38 
homes, and none of them 
has been wanted, but every 
time, they have been well 
liked,” O’Neill said.

The plans call for sub-
stantial changes to the 
home’s current layout, 
including a special wall 

in front of a padlocked 
kitchen. 

The home itself is priced 
at $550,000, and the added 
cost of renovations could 
bring it to nearly $1 mil-
lion, state representatives 
said.

 But the plan will actu-
ally save taxpayer money 
in the long run, O’Neill ar-
gued, since the residents 
would otherwise be trans-
ferred to out-of-state group 
homes, with the Empire 
State footing the bill.

At least one Waterbury-
LaSalle local voiced her ap-
proval of the group home at 
Wednesday’s public hear-
ing.

Edie Weber said her au-
tistic son lives in a similar 
nearby home also run by 
Services for the Develop-
mentally Challenged.

“Without agencies like 
these,” she said, “I just don’t 
know what I would do.” 

Board 10 OKs residence for eating disorder folk

This two-story house on Bruckner Boulevard may soon be turned 
into a group home for six residents with an eating disorder.             
                            Photo by Ben Kochman

Group home for Waterbury-LaSalle

THE CHILDREACH FOUNDATION
Gianna & Chazz Palminteri, Founders

Phil Foglia, Treasurer

Chazz Palminteri
PERFORMING FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE BRONX

All proceeds go to

The classic coming of age story brought to life in the original
one man show written and performed by Chazz Palminteri

A BRONX TALE
Thursday, October 17th, 7:00 PM

The Lovinger Theatre, Lehman College

Sponsorships for this event are still available • Contact bxphil@aol.com

PURCHASE TICKETS ON LINE
www.brownpapertickets.com

Presents

FOR SALE New Buildings

           718-652-6600 
www.mauricecontractors.com

Brand New Condo Units
Immediate Occupancy

2 Bdrm, 2 Bath (1100sq ft) Optional 4&5 bdrm, 
2360 sq ft Medical Center-Low maint, Low taxes 

421A for 15 yrs. FHA Approved. 
BUY ENTIRE BUILDING OR INDIVIDUAL UNITS.

Located in the heart of 
Riverdale Shopping Center, Bronx

531 W 235 Street 3511 Cambridge Ave.

Luxury  Comfort  Style
AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT

Basement

BRONX LOCATIONS
Busy Commercial Areas - 
Access to #2 & 5 trains



 W
W

W
.B

X
T

IM
E

S
.C

O
M

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
B

R
O

N
X

  W
E

E
K

LY
   

 S
e

p
t

e
m

b
e

r
 2

9
, 2

0
1

3
   

   
6

5TH ANNUAL THROGGS NECK MERCHANTS

CHARITY SOFTBALL GAME

Throggs Neck Merchants took a couple of hours off to play ball!  The fi fth annual Throggs Neck Merchants Charity Softball Game took place Sept. 20th at 
the Throggs Neck Little League fi eld.  Under stadium lights, Westchester Square shopkeepers squared off against their Throggs Neck counterparts in a 
friendly ball game benefi tting Preston High School for Girls and the Jacobi Medical Center Auxiliary.  Everyone was a winner as the fi nal score was 1-1.  

(Top left) Joining in solidarity is the Westchester Square mer-
chants. 

(Top right) Better red than blue, the Throggs Neck merchants 
share a moment before the fi rst pitch.

(Above middle) Steve Kaufman, President of the Throggs Neck Mer-
chants, throws the cermonial fi rst pitch for the charity game.

(Above left) With a mean look, Chris Kosovic is just one second 
from slamming that ball out to the fi eld. 

(Above right) Tommy Messina, community rep for Congressman 
Joe Crowley, underhands a fast pitch. 

 All photos by Walter Pofeldt
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Bon AppetitBon Appetit        at theat theYMCAYMCA

Fine fare and tributes were the order of the evening at the Bronx YMCA in Castle Hill, hosting its annual Bon Appetit event on Sept. 18th.  As members in the fi eld of 
business, education and health picked up awards for service to the Bronx, foodies took time to sample dishes from several borough restaurants.  Guests also tried their 
luck at raffl es, a silent auction or simply danced the night away.  

(Above) Bronx YMCA Board of Manag-
ers were on hand for the yearly event.  
They included (front row)  John Haber-
man, Sharlene Brown, Geri Sciortino, 
Laura Guerriero, and Marcia Henry.  
(back row) They were joined by fellow 
members Pedro Barry, Damien How-
ard, Hon. Eugene Oliver, Alfred Freder-
iksen, and Eliezer Rodriquez, Esq.

(Left) Guests of honor accepted rec-
ognition awards, which included (l-r) 
Havana Cafe owner Kevin Alicea, Dr. 
Nicole Harris-Hollingsworth with Mon-
tefi ore Medical Center, Joe Kelleher 
with The Hutchinson Metro Center, 
Kathy Zamechansky with KZ Realty, 
and P.S. 154 assistant principal Jes-
sica Cruz, also accepting a plaque 
on behalf of P.S 154 principal Allison 
Coviello, who was unavailable for the 
evening. 
 
 All Photos by Alex Belisle 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Dominic Castore was 

a community legend, and 
now the neighborhood is 
coming together to keep 
the legend alive by co-
naming a stretch of Mor-
ris Park Avenue after 
him. 

The unveiling of the 
street sign for “Domi-
nic Castore Way,” on the 
neighborhood’s main 
thoroughfare between 
Bronxdale and Colden 
avenues will be one of 
the ways the community 
will remember the for-
mer Community Board 11 
chairman and local activ-
ist, who passed away last 
November. 

A ceremony, including 
a street sign unveiling, 
will take place at Colden 
and Morris Park Avenues, 
near the Community 
Board 11 office, on Satur-

day, Sept. 28 at noon. 
Councilman Jimmy 

Vacca was able to get the 
street renaming approved 
by the City Council in 
May. 

“When Dominic Cas-
tore passed away nearly a 
year ago, there was never 
a doubt in my mind that 
I would sponsor legisla-
tion to have a street in the 
Morris Park community 
co-named after him,” said 
Vacca.

 “Dominic was one of 
the most dedicated com-
munity board chairmen 
and activists that I had 
ever met,” he said. 

“The Morris Park com-
munity is indebted to the 
years of community ser-
vice that he gave, and this 
street naming is a great 
honor to dedicate in his 
memory.”

Castore joined Com-

munity Board 11 in 1979 
and spent 25 years as its 
chairman. He was also a 

co-founder and president 
of the Morris Park Com-
munity Association, and 

one of the early organiz-
ers of the Bronx Colum-
bus Day Parade.

Community leaders 
remembered Castore as 
man who knew how to 
get things done, using the 
power of his arguments to 
persuade people on the is-
sues. 

“He was a facilitator 
not a dictator,” said for-
mer MPCA president Al 
D’Angelo. “He told people 
what he thought should be 
done and was able to get it 
done that way.”

D’Angelo added: 
“Rather than demand, he 
explained why he thought 
it was a good idea. He was 
so respected by everyone, 
and that was the reason he 
was so popular and able to 
get so much done.” 

Castore helped im-
prove local quality of life 
by working with multiple 

community organizations. 
He also chaired the Bronx 
Civilian Patrol Council, 
founded and commis-
sioned the Morris Park 
Softball and Bronx Foot-
ball Leagues, and coached 
the All American Youth 
Conference, the Pelham 
Parkway Little League 
and the Bronxchester 
Babe Ruth League.

MPCA president Tony 
Signorile said Castore 
was an neighborhood 
icon, and said he felt he 
was very deserving of the 
honor. 

“I would call him a 
gentle giant, and he was 
always there to help peo-
ple,” he said. 

“I do miss him because 
I know what he accom-
plished for all those years 
in this community. You 
are not going to find any 
more like him.”

Stretch of Morris Park Ave. to bear late leader’s name

Dominic Castore  

Street renaming for Dom Castore

departing from City Island, cruising to Battery Park

WALTER NESTLER 
THE PROGRESSIVE CANDIDATE 
for CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 18

Saturday, October 5th

Cruise to Cruise to 

VictoryVictory

i
THE PROGRESSIVE PARTY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx  718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm   Sunday 11am-5pm
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty.  
We welcome outside prescriptions!
Visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other 
restrictions may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change 
without notice.

Includes CR-39 
Single Vision 

Lenses

Includes CR-39 
Bifocal Lenses

Includes  
CR-39  

Progressive 
Lenses

$59
$ 99

$149

Complete Pair Of Eyeglasses

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

ent.

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

SUPER SALE

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

$39EYE 
EXAM
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HBORHOOD - YOUR NEW
S ®

Toni Ann Miano is 
not much of a bragger.

She just lets her par-
ents and hockey stick do 
the talking.  

But if her ego were 
the size of her impres-
sive hockey career, she 
would tell you she’s a 
dynamite player gun-
ning for gold.  

At 17, Miano of Mor-
ris Park holds the dis-
tinction as the second 
New York hockey player 
for U.S.A. Hockey Un-
der-18 Women’s National 
Team, better known as 
Team USA.

“My dream has al-
ways been to play for 
the Olympics,” said Mi-
ano, granddaughter of 
Morris Park’s late, well 
known Rocky Miano Sr.  

After lengthy tryouts 
this past summer, Mi-
ano was handpicked for 
the 22-player roster. 

On her first exhib-
tion against Team Can-
ada in Lake Placid, Mi-
ano experienced “the 
chills” realizing she ar-
rived.

 “When I had the 
chance to wear a Team 
USA uniform I realized 
I can do it,” said Miano, 
thrilled to see her num-
ber six emblazoned on 
the red, white and blue 
shirt.  “It was probably 
the best feeling I had.”  

Her hockey career 
has taken her to 32 
states, and several Ca-
nadian provinces. She’s 
slated to go abroad next 
April to compete in the 
World’s Cup.  

“Growing up, I pretty 
much played every-
thing,” said Miano.  “But 
after I got recruited by 
my high school, I said 
‘this is my sport.  This 
is what I want to do.’” 

With hockey venues 
nil in the Bronx, Mi-
ano’s parents, Joann 
and Rocky Miano Jr. 
were forced to shuttle 

her to New Jersey to 
learn how to play hockey 
under a former Soviet 
Union hockey player, 
teaching Miano how to 
speed skate in reverse, a 
trait that suits her well 
playing defense.  

“She used to play 
with the boys from AAA 
Hockey,” said Rocky.  

“He always felt that 
she had it,” said Joann.    

One of the biggest 
events occurred in 
2005, when a nine-year-
old Miano led the city 
to its first 40-year vic-
tory during the Empire 
State Games in Hudson 
Valley, scoring the only 
point with just two min-
utes left to the game.    

“I was told I was the 
youngest kid to score 
in New York City ever,” 
she remembered. “That 
was my turning point.” 

Miano soon joined the 
New Jersey Colonials 
youth hockey group, 
traveling around the 
country for invitation-
als, balancing school 

with hockey, often com-
pleting homework while 
driving home after com-
petitions.  

Miano now divides 
her time between Ma-
ria Regina High School 
in Hartsdale and the 
North American Hockey 
Academy, the rigor-
ous hockey program in 
Stowe, Vermont.  

The exclusive acad-
emy picks only 40 bright 
young stars throughout 
the country to take part 
in the Junior Women 
Hockey League.

On Sept. 28, Miano 
headed to NAHA for her 
final year, later return-
ing to Maria Regina for 
the rest of her semester. 

“We travel every 
weekend,” said Miano.  
“We travel to Detroit, 
Canada, Ottawa, all over 
to play in our league or 
tournament.”    

Miano is now col-
lege-bound, with a full 
ride to Boston Univer-
sity to join the hockey 
program.  

Bronx
neighbors

PROFILE

Toni Ann Miano
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Here we go. That dirty little 
election in the west Bronx that 
we’ve labled Levergate because 
of missing levers on some vot-
ing machines for all but the Dem 
Party Machine-backed candi-
date, is heading into court.

Hector Ramirez who lost 
by a whisker to Victor Pich-
ardo in the Democratic Primary 
for the 86th Assembly District 
seat in the west Bronx, and other 
losing candidates charge the 
election was rigged, with mas-
sive fraud at the polls, ranging 
from the aforementioned missing 
levers to Pichardo’s mother as a 
paid poll workers allegedly steer-
ing voters away, to a number of 
other questionable issues.

Ramirez has already called 
on Gov. Cuomo and the U.S. 
Attorney to open investigations, 
but a civil suit with subpenas 
could very well be the fi rst step 
that opens the door for official 
probes.

His attorney, Pedro An-
tonio Garcia, fi led a civil ac-
tion on Tuesday, seeking a show 
cause order as why there should 

not be a supervised vote re-
count to invalidate the election 
results, which saw Victor Pich-
ardo squeaking by Ramirez by 
72 votes.

Besides Pichardo, the suit 
names the city Board of  Elec-
tions.

All parties are due in court 
Sept. 30 before Judge Ann M. 
Donnelly in Brooklyn, who 
is handling all matters from the 
Sept. 10 primary.

“I believe there was fraud in 
this case,” said Ramirez. “There 
were a number of problems with 
this vote. I want to see justice 
done for the voters and their civil 
rights.”

H E R E  C O M E  T H E 
JUDGES

No surprises here at the Bronx 
Democratic Party’s judicial con-
vention Thursday, Sept. 19 at the 
Eastwood Manor.

With party consigliere Stan-
ley Schlein directing, the 
scripted vote among the judicial 
delegates from the borough’s 
assembly districts went almost 
faster than the winners’ accep-

tance speeches.
On the Nov. 5 ballot: Laura 

Douglas, Norma Ruiz ,
Larry Schachner, and Julia 
Rodriguez.

ADOLFO
Adolfo Carrion is def no 

friend of the Bronx Machine these 
days, having dropped his Dem-
ocratic registration to run for 
mayor on the Independence Party 
line in November. Question re-
maining is whether AC can even 
pull enough citwide votes to even 
be called a spoiler between Bill 
DeBlasio and Joe Lhota. 
A recent Quinnipiac poll gave AC 
two percent of the vote. 

At an endorsement presser 
for DeBlasio just before the par-
ty’s Sept. 19 judicial convention, 
Party Boss Carl Heastie and 
Boro Prez Ruben Diaz Jr. 
pretty much told AC he’s dead 
meat as far as any political future 
in the Bronx.

To quote Diaz: “The reality 
is that Adolfo Carrion has aban-
doned the Democratic Party, and 
there is no way he can put to-
gether an operation in the Bronx”

That of course warns AC away 
from any particular citywide or 
congressional runs that may 
come up in the near future, lest 
he get in Diaz’ way.

BAD NEWS
For Assemblyman Eric Ste-

venson. 
Businessman Igor Bely-

ansky and three other 
Bronx adult daycare center op-
erators, charged with conspiring 
to bribe Stevenson, just pleaded 
guilty to the charges, strengthen-
ing the feds case against Steven-
son, who so far has been hang-
ing tough.

The four were busted by 
the feds for allegedly passing 
$20,000 to Stevenson to grease 
the wheels to get their centers 
open and to sponsor favorable 
legislation in Albany.

KUDOS
To Tony Signorile and 

helpers for putting together a 
successful Bronx Columbus Day 
dinner at Maestros, a fundrais-
ing prelude to the BIG DAY, Sun-
day, Oct. 13 for the big parade 
up Morris Park Avenue. As Tony 

noted, it’s the second biggest 
Columbus Day parade in the city 
AND state.

WELCOME BACK
The Bruckner Bar and Grill, 

f looded out by SuperStorm 
Sandy, planning to reopen some-
time in October after a one-year 
hiatus. Still some on-going legal 
battles between one of the former 
owners and the landlord over who 
pays for the damage.

STEPPING DOWN
Dawn Sandow stepping 

down as vice chair of the Bronx 
Republican Party, replaced by 
Mike Rendino, a one-time 
challenger for Mike Benedetto’s 
east Bronx Assembly seat and 
the borough’s new GOP rep to the 
city Board of Elections, replacing
J.C. Polanco. Dawn’s been 
holding down the fort at the city 
Board of Elections for the past 
few years as deputy exec director 
(and dodging the critic’s arrows) 
until the recent appointment of 
new top exec Michael Ryan. 

COP CORNER
Welcome aboard - to 

Capt. Paul Rasa, new C.O. at 

the 50th Precinct in Riverdale/
Kingsbridge. 

Congrats - To Sgts. Law-
rence Harvey and Michael 
Raso of the Bronx Anti-Crime 
Unit , among the Sergeants of 
the Year Award winners at the 
Sergeants Benevolent Associa-
tion. Responding to a report of 
a man with a gun, they spotted 
two suspects. One ran off while 
pulling a .357 revolver from his 
waistband and pointing it at 
Raso, who fi red one shot. The 
gunman was apprehended. Har-
vey arrested the other suspect. 
(Raso has since been promoted 
to Lieutenant.)

HONOREES
The Liberty Democratic club 

in the 80th Assembly District 
honoring some election inspec-
tors and electeds at the new 
PBQ Texas Style Smoke House 
on Morris Park Avenue on Sun-
day Sept. 29. 

Inspector honoree Suzanne 
Piscitelli, coordinator honoree 
Lorraine Ritter, and elected 
honoree Senator Gustavo Ri-
vera.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Belmont’s Giuliana Izzo  crowned Bronx Miss Columbus 
From page 1

speech was touching. 
Giuliana said that the 

loss of her father Vincenzo, 
the family’s breadwinner, 
has been a diffi cult time for 
her mother Lina, as well as 
her sister Marialena. But 
she often thinks of her fa-
ther and it has brought her 
inspiration. 

Her family has known 
hardship before, with their 
stories of overcoming ad-

versity only adding to her 
appreciation of her heri-
tage.

Her grandmother, Lina, 
came to America in 1959 
on a ship when she was 
six months pregnant with 
her mother, leaving her 
family behind because her 
husband could only fi nd 
work in the United States. 
Because her grandmother 
could not speak English, 
she was often shunned by 
fellow Italian-Americans.  

Izzo is a member of the 
National Honor Society, 
Cooking Club (baking is 
one of her hobbies), and Na-
tional Art Honor Society at 
Maria Regina. She coaches 
youth basketball at Villa 
Maria Academy, where she 
went to grammar school. 

She said that living in 
the Bronx’s Little Italy’s 
keeps her in touch with her 
roots, as do the traditional 
Sunday dinners that have 
often been an important 

part of Italian-American 
life. 

“I just love to hear the 
Italian language every day 
where I live on Arthur Av-
enue, the Bronx’s Little 
Italy,” she said, adding 
“family is a big part of my 
heritage.” 

The scholarship will 
prove especially useful 
since money has been tight 
since her father passed 
away, she said.  

She plans on traveling 

to Italy next year and hopes 
that the experience will 
deepen her appreciation of 
her Italian heritage. She 
also hopes to win a basket-
ball scholarship to college. 

“I have a number of 
schools looking at me for 
basketball,” she said, add-
ing that some possibilities 
for college include Quinnip-
iac University in Connecti-
cut, Fordham University 
and New York University.  

GIULIANA IZZO

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money



GRAND OPENING
Workmen’s Circle Dialysis Center

Tel.  (718) 379-8100 ext 473 / 446

3155 Grace Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
(entrance from Hammersley Ave.)

ON-SITE TREATMENT.
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- SERENE COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT
- COMFORTABLE HEATED RECLINERS
- TRANQUIL EXOTIC AQUARIUM
- PREFERRED SLOTS AVAILABLE
- PERSONAL iPAD
- WIRELESS INTERNET
- COMFORT & CONVENIENCE OF ON-SITE
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