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Your world is
24/7... NOW

so are we.
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The  Bronx’s 
Number One
Classifieds 

nity classifieds
To Advertise Call: 718-615-2520

Online: www.yournabe.com

s 26,29,31
p Wanted
elp Wanted
elp Wanted

l, Commercial
ntial Services

ovement
torage

•• Financing / Loans
•• Business For Sale
•• Misc. Business Opps
•• And More

•• Rentals
•• Properties For Sale
•• Open Houses
•• Commercial RE
•• And More

•• Career Training
•• Education Services
•• Tutoring
•• And More

•• Autos For Sale
•• Autos Wanted
•• And More

•• Beauty Care
•• Handymen
•• Home Improvement
•• And More

•• Garage / Yard Sales
•• Merchandise Wanted
•• Merchandise For Sale
•• And More

d Pg 30 Real Estate Pg 32 Services Pg 32 Automotive Pg 32

Business Opps Pg 31 Instruction Pgs 27-29,31 Merchandise Pg 31

Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RRN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520 o Advertise Here

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here

-May 3-9, 2013

Free inside today 

16 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons

Pages 50-53

The  Bronx’s 
Number One
Sports

Pages 55-57

E. BRONX
REZONE

PUSH
Continued on page 49

Efforts underway to close zoning loopholes 

Check is
NOT 

in the mail
Photo by W

alter Pofeldt

SPENCER ESTATE DEVASTATING FIRE
Residents woke up to fi nd this home destoyed by a fi re that killed an 
83-year-old woman and seriously injured her son.  Full story can be 
found page 6. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The photo has been taken of 

the “presentation check” with the 
elected offi cial and recipients of 
the state funding smiling for the 
cameras. 

Problem is, they better not hold 
their breathes waiting for the real 
check to arrive anytime soon. 

Both State Senator Jeff Klein 
and Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto are angry and frustrated 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Zoning loopholes that continue 

to haunt east Bronx communities 
years after downzoning may now 
fi nally be getting attention.

But it may take until a new 
administration moves into City 
Hall. 

Issues such as building right 
up to a property line against a 
house in mid-density residential 
zones (R-4 to R-7), as well as the 
need for more stringent on- and 
off-street parking requirements 
for new construction persist even 
after a major downzoning of 600 
blocks in Pelham Bay, Country 
Club, Throggs Neck, Morris Park, 
and much of the east Bronx seven 
to nine years ago. 

Locals see those issues as a 
threat to the long-term viability 
of their communities, with a push 

on for further zoning changes.  
For example, “zero-lot-line” 

building. There was major uproar 
and media fi eld day after a devel-
oper built a 14-unit apartment 
building one foot away from Patty 
Justiniano’s house on Bruckner 
Blvd. effectively walled in 10 win-
dows on one side of her home.

Since Justiniano’s house at 
3525 Bruckner Blvd. is in an R-7 
zone, where “zero-lot-line”  build-
ing is allowed, walling in her 
home was legal, if not unsightly. 

Now Justiniano is joining with 
the Waterbury-LaSalle Commu-
nity Association, which pushed 
for the original downzoning for 
more zoning fi xes. 

The group is holding a zoning 
town-hall meeting Thursday, May 
9 at 7:30 p.m. at P.S. 14, 3041 Bruck

Continued on page 49
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com



3
      B

R
O

N
X

 T
IM

E
S

 R
E

P
O

R
T

E
R

   A
p

r
. M

ay
 3

-
9

, 2
0

1
3

   

Hold tight to theMemories...
Lifelong guidance is a precious thing.

Have a special Mother’s Day.

http://www.lucchesefuneralhome.com/

This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
When the sun’s rays 

beat down on Lehman High 
School next fall, the school 
will be soaking them up. Le-
hman is going solar. 

Both Lehman High 
School’s campus, as well as 
the John F. Kennedy Cam-
pus in Kingsbridge, will 
see solar panels installed 
as part of a citywide initia-
tives to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and the city’s 
carbon footprint, improve 
air quality, and improve 
reliability of the electrical 
grid, particularly in the 
hottest months. 

Lehman High School 
will have 988 solar “mod-
ules” installed on its roof, 
capable of producing 247,000 
watts during peak hours. 
Kennedy’s roof will also see 
an installation of 468 mod-
ules. 

The panels will be in-
stalled on the main roof of 
the building, and over the 
gym’s roof, said John Shea, 
the Department of Educa-

tion’s CEO of the division of 
school facilities, in an inter-
view. 

“We are hoping with the 
size of the arrays to save 
about 10% of the power bill 
at both these schools,” said 
Shea, adding that exactly 
how much is saved will only 
be known once the systems 
are up and running. 

Shea said that some of 

the benefi ts of having the 
solar installation at Leh-
man should be naturally 
cooling the building, re-
ducing the heat load on the 
roof because of the solar 
panels absorbing the sun’s 
rays, and a reduction in the 
DOE’s energy costs. 

With about 40% of the 
city-owned building square-
footage and about 25% of its 

energy bill coming from the 
DOE’s school system, Leh-
man’s and Kennedy’s foray 
into solar energy may only 
be part of the beginning, he 
said

 “At the DOE, we have al-
ways looked for opportuni-
ties to install solar on all of 
our roofs,” said Shea, add-
ing that the larger roofs of 
high schools usually make 
the best sites. 

The project has no up-
front cost and is a public-
private partnership with 
the Department of Citywide 
Administrative Services 
and Tangent Energy Solu-
tions, a private company 
that will install the arrays 
on four city buildings in the 
Bronx and Staten Island. 
They are expected to pro-
duce two million kilowatt 
hours of electricity annu-
ally, enough to power about 
245 residential homes. 

The city will gradually 
pay back Tangent as power 
is generated at the sites, 
said Shea. 

The city estimates that 
these four sites will de-
crease greenhouse gas 
emissions by 1,683 metric 
tons a year. This will help 
the city meet its goal, as 
part of PlaNYC - an initia-
tive make the city ‘green’ 
and energy effi cient - of re-
ducing greenhouse gas ad-
missions by 30% by 2017. 

“Our school buildings 
consume 25 percent of the 
energy use of all the City’s 

government buildings, and 
this new program with 
DCAS to install solar pan-
els at Herbert Lehman 
and John F. Kennedy High 
School Campuses will help 
to reduce our carbon foot-
print,” said DOE Chancellor 
Dennis Walcott. “Energy 
conservation is a top prior-
ity as we use less electricity, 
increase recycling and pre-
serve our natural resources 
for future generations.”

Solar panels coming to building’s roof this summer 

Rendering of what the solar panels will look like atop Lehman High 
School.  courtesy of the Department of Education Seen here is John Shea, Chief Executive Offi cer of the Division of 

School Facilities, on top of Lehman High School’s roof in an area 
where a solar installation will take place this year. by Patrick Rocchio 

Lehman H.S. reaches for sun 
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Your Neighborhood
– Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:

(718) 597-1116
General Fax: 
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

Sports E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3386

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.
com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) is 
published weekly by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc., a subsidiary of   News Community 
Newspaper Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 
2011. Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Subscriptions 
$8.00 per year. Postmaster, Send address 
changes to Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454. ISSN 
#8750-4499.

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY

Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm

Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave

Bronx, NY 10462

DELI HOTLINE
718-863-9580

3 FT. HEROS

CATERING
PLATTERS

HOT AND COLD

FOOD TRAYS

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY NEEDS

$8999

1 lb Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
1 London Broil (1” thick)
4 lbs Spare Ribs
5 lbs Chuck Chopped
6 lbs Chicken
3 lbs Italian Sausage
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

ALL THIS FOR

MEET THE SAVINGS

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$5499

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chopped

ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

$4595

3 lbs Spare Ribs
3 lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs 1/4 Legs
2 lbs Sausage
3 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

BARBECUE FEAST

$10995

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Shoulder Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

ALL THIS FOR

CADILLAC PLAN
OUR MOST POPULAR MEAT PLANS

We will help you design your 

own to fit your budget.

HAVE IT YOUR WAY

MAKE YOUR OWN FOOD PLAN

www.giordanos-big-g.com

DANISH BABY BACK

RIBS
BUY 3 RACKS

GET 1 FREE

ITALIAN STYLE

CHICKEN SAUSAGE
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
FRESH

HAMBURGERS
BUY 3 PACKS

WHOLE

CHICKENS 
(CUT FREE)

3 FOR $1500

TILAPIA
FILLET (3-5oz)

$399
lb.GET 1 FREE

gg

EE FRANKS

GET 1 FREE
BUY 1 PACK

14 OZ PACKAGES
ALL VARIETIES

PECORINO ROMANO

OR PARMESAN
(GRATED BLEND)

BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

BUY
BACON

GET 1 FREE
BUY 1 PACK

PACKAGE

$35
1- (30 PAK) 3 lbs. FRANKS
1- (12 PAK) 3 lbs. HAMBURGERS
1- 2 lbs. SAURKRAUT
1- 1 lb. ONIONS
2 DOZEN FRANK ROLLS
1 DOZEN HAMBURGERS ROLLS

SHISH-
KA-BOBS

PORK OR 
CHICKEN

$200
EACH

REEEEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEE

S

www

ALWAYS ON

PREMISES

7 DAYS

A WEEK

DANIELLE BROWN

Community Board 10 is 
sponsoring Health Career 
Fair on Thursday, May 9, 4 
to 8 p.m., at Providence Rest, 
3304 Waterbury Avenue.

CB 10 Health Career Fair
Representatives of in-

stitutions in the fi elds of 
medicine and health-related 
sciences will be on hand to 
discuss career programs of-
fered, qualifi cations needed 

and Future expectations 
and prospects.

For more information or 
to RSVP to (718) 892-1161 or  
pcaruso@cb.nyc.gov

 P.S. 14 will hold its fi rst 
ever card party, Midnight 
at the Oasis, on Wednesday, 
May 22, at the Tosca Mar-
quee, 4038 East Tremont 
Avenue. 

Donations are $55 per 
person. Doors open at 6:30 
p.m. and include: hot ap-

P.S. Card Party May 22nd
petizers, carving station, 
pasta station, dessert table, 
unlimited beer, wine, and 
soda, as well as coffee with 
the dessert. 

Access to exclusive raf-
fl es all evening long. Prizes 
will include: Pandora jew-
elry, Guess sunglasses, 

Coach pocketbooks, elec-
tronics, gift certifi cates to 
area restaurants, and much 
more! Also enjoy a DJ and 
dancing! 

For ticket call (718) 822-
5341, or at pta@myps14, or 
purchase online through 
our website: myps14.com.  

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd 
St., Bronx, NY 10454, or 
Bronxtimes@aol.com.

Happy birthday to our 
very own Lenny Vigliotti  on 
May 5; and Diana Boschen on 
May 19. Hope you both enjoy 
your special day and the year 
may the year ahead be fi lled 
with happiness and success.

Holy Communion

Congratulations to our 
daughter, Danielle Brown, 
on making her fi rst Holy 
Communion on Saturday, 
May 4.  Danielle, we are all 
so proud of you!  Have fun at 
your party too.  We all love 
you!  Love, mommy, daddy, 
Brittney, John, Brianna, Cait-
lin, grandma, grandpa, aunt 
Pat, uncle Mike and John Mi-
chael.  Please know that your 
godfather, uncle Neil, will al-
ways be with you!  And he will 

be sending his love to you!  
Birth 

Michael and Kathy 
Ruocco of Throggs Neck 
along with Tom and Mary 
Campbell of Manhattan 
are delighted to announce 
the birth of their grandson 
Ryan Patrick Campbell on 
March 25.  The proud parents 
are Stephen and Kathleen 
Campbel of Country Club.  

Promotion

Moving on up in the 
world is Bronx native Dot-

tie Rodd, promoted to senior 
vice president and head of 
Corporate Services at New 
York Life.  Ms. Rodd’s been 
with the company for over 30 
years.  Congratulations.  

Guest Speaker 

The Bronx Rotary Club 
hailed the appearance of 

Elizabeth Figueroa, head 
of public relations at the New 
York Botanical Garden.  She 
spoke on a variety of topics, 
highlighting her outreach 
activities while promo-
tion NYBG events includ-
ing Bronx Day set for June.  
Figueroa was one of 25 Most 
Infl uential Women by the 
The Bronx Times Reporter 
in 2011.  

ELIZABETH FIGUEROA
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Dedicated to providing the finest quality of care and promoting an optimal level of functioning for each resident 
in a homelike environment which encourages individuality and fosters dignity and comfort.

State of the Art Rehabilitation Suite 
with All Modern Equipment

Extensive Short Term Rehab/Long Term 
Skilled Nursing Care

Primary Care Physicians on Site/Wide 
Range of Consulting Physicians

Wound Care/IV Therapy/ Tracheostomy 
Care/Hospice Care

On staff Psychiatrists & Psychologists

Spanish Speaking Unit & Staff

Resident & Family Council

Religious & Spiritual Programs

Regular Trips, Live Entertainment

Computers with Internet Access – 
Wii Sports Program

Complete Hair Salon Services on premises

Family Transportation upon Request

718-379-8100, ext. 473/446
Fax: 718-379-4018

For more information or 
to schedule a tour of our newly 
renovated facility please contact 
our Admissions Department:

3 1 5 5  G r a c e  A v e n u e   B r o n x ,  N Y  1 0 4 6 9

W o r k m e n ’ s  C i r c l e  M u l t i C a r e  C e n t e r
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BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
An elderly woman was 

killed and her son seriously 
injured after fi re and smoke 
swept through their home 
in an east Bronx residential 
enclave on Tuesday.

Neighbors saw 84-year-
old Paula Aglira at the sec-
ond story window of  her 
Spencer Estate home yell-
ing for help and choking on 
thick black smoke pouring 
out around her shortly after 
7:30 a.m. 

Residents said heavy 
fl ames and smoke barred 
them from getting inside 
the house at 3205 Ampere 
Ave. near Ohm Avenue to 
rescue her and her 45-year-
old son Michael. 

Firefi ghters arriving a 
short time later brought the 
fi re under control around 
8:15 a.m., with mother and 
son rushed by ambulance 
to Jacobi Medical Center, 
suffering from burns and 
smoke inhalation, accord-
ing to FDNY and NYPD of-
fi cials.

The woman was declared 

dead on arrival and her son 
listed in serious condition 
as of Wednesday.

Fire offi cials ruled the 
blaze accidental, sparked by 
an electrical problem near a 
refrigerator. 

Aglira, widowed earlier 
this year and in ill health, 
and her son, who suffered 
from a mental disability, 
lived alone in the two-fam-
ily home.

 Neighbor Alan Sepp said 
he smelled burning at about 
6 a.m. Tuesday morning. “It 
smelled like someone had 
burnt breakfast, I didn’t 
think anything of it,” Sepp 
said. “Then around 7 a.m., I 
heard sirens and they kept 
getting closer, that’s when I 
came outside.”

“I can’t imagine the 
suffering he is going to 
go through without his 
mother,” Sepp said of the 
son. 

Aglira’s neighbor, Ron-
ald Bulluzzi at 3209 Am-
pere Ave., said he was in his 
basement when his neigh-
bor started banging on his 

door, screaming about a 
fi re.

“They came in the house 

and she told me what was 
happening. By the time I 
looked outside, the smoke 

was already coming out of 
everywhere and the front 
door was on fi re — it went 

up fast,” Belluzzi said.
Sepp, of 3190 Ampere 

Ave., said the family has 
lived in the neighborhood 
for at least 25 years, and 
were very nice people. 

His carpentry company 
did the siding on the fam-
ily’s home, he said. 

“When we did the sid-
ing, he would stick his head 
out of the window and say 
HEY!, and we would nearly 
fall off the ladder,” Sepp 
said, remembering a few 
years back. “He is a nice kid 
and I just feel bad for him.”

Belluzzi said he would 
see the woman waiting to 
put her son on a school bus 
every morning, and waiting 
to pick him up every after-
noon.

“He was a good kid, ev-
eryone in the neighborhood 
knows him,” Belluzzi said. 
“He would sit on the porch 
when the weather was warm 
and say hello to everyone 
who passed by. Sometimes 
I’d be outside washing my 
car, and he would come give 
me a hug. It’s just sad.”

Mom dead, son hurt in home fi re

Firefi ghting crews mill outside the fatal fi re scene in Spencer Estate shortly after extinguishing it.  The 
blaze killed an 84-year-old woman.   Photo by Walter Pofeldt 
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3397 East Tremont Avenue Bronx, NY 10461
www. KaufmanRE.com   Call:(718) 484-4955

“Serving the people of The Bronx”

NOW

OPEN

Real Estate Sales & Listings For:
 Homes
 Co-ops
 Condominiums
 Apartment Bldg. Purchases
 Investment Properties
 Commercial Properties

Are You Buying? 
Selling?

Relocating?
Call the

Steve Kaufman
Real Estate Group LLC

(718)  484 – 4955
www.KaufmanRE.com  

Steve Kaufman
Real Estate Group LLC

NO COST OR OBLIGATIONS
CALL (718) 484-4955

FOR A FREE ANALYSIS

* FREE *
HOME EVALUATION
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Come celebrate & enjoy 
a special lunch with 

friends & family 
All you can eat ! 

Pasta & Carving stations 
  Adults - $23 

  Children 12 & under - $13 
 Children 3 & under - Free 

 Children 3 & under - Free

1:00 - 3:00pm 
Dining Room 

By reservation only 
R.S.V.P by May 3 

Contact Abby Emeric 
718-597-4100 

SUNDAY, MAY 12 

Hosted by: 
Fort Schuyler House 

 
3077 Cross Bronx 

Expressway 
Bronx, NY 10465 

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

A little over five years ago, the 
Bronx Democratic Party underwent a 
sea change, with a group of electeds 
and district leaders unseating County 
Leader Jose Rivera.

Jose brought about his own 
downfall by turning County “All 
Puerto Rican, All the Time.” He was 
toppled by what this column labeled 
The Rainbow Revolution for its multi-
racial makeup.

Could history possibly repeat it-
self down the road with current leader 
Carl Heastie?

A noticeable number of dissatis-
fied electeds and party supporters 
are starting to think so.

“He’s just not ENGAGED,” said 
one dissatisfied elected, who with 
others say they’ve gotten little to no 
tangible return from their support of 
Heastie.

Part of the problem, said one 
citywide powerbroker is that Heastie 
is too much of a compromiser – “The 
people with the most aggressive ap-
proach are the ones that get their 
way.”

“Carl doesn’t communicate well,” 
said one citywide political veteran. 

“He has his inner circle and doesn’t 
go beyond it. He needs to be more 
inclusive.”

Electeds and party faithful lament 
a lack of leadership discipline to build 
a unified party with clout, both within 
and outside the Bronx.

 That includes local electeds go-
ing their own way on endorsements 
of mayoral candidates, weakening 
eventual party clout with whomever 
winds up mayor.

 ““He’s no Roberto Ramirez,” 
added a South Bronx district leader, 
recalling the last time the party had a 
strong, effective county leader. 

 It also affects Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr.,  who needs that 
same organizational clout not only 
for his future political plans, but also 
dealing with the next mayor and cur-
rent governor.

 “You want a county leader who’s 
solidly organized behind the borough 
president, among other things,” said 
the elected who called Carl disen-
gaged from the party faithful.

Other electeds and party sup-
porters cite other issues with Heastie, 
including:

*Being literally out of touch, with 
callers to his cell phone getting a re-
cording to leave a text message.

* Ignoring key party supporters. 
In the world of Realpolitik, they’re the 
one who buy the tables and take out 
the journal ads at the County dinners, 
hold fundraisers and attend a myriad 
of fundraisers for local electeds. Yet 
they have received little or no help 
from Heastie when they seek “face 
time” with electeds and government 
agency heads, appointments to vari-
ous minor commissions or securing 
jobs. Though like other county or-
ganizations around the city, political 
job banks are just about running on 
empty.

“He has done nothing for me or 
many others who were there when he 
was just an assemblyman and could 
not fill a small room with supporters 
for a fundraiser,” said one highly re-
spected business leader.

*And oh yeah, Carl just got his 
brains beaten in by Gov. Cuomo, As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver and 
editorial pages for sponsoring a bill 
that would allow check cashing firms 
to charge up to 200 percent interest 

on “payday loans.” This as the check 
cashing lobby gave the Bronx Demo-
cratic Party $10,000. 

SPECIAL SETBACK
Now that Gov. Cuomo has de-

cided NOT to call a special election to 
fill disgraced now ex-Assemblyman 
Nelson Castro’s west Bronx seat, it 
undercut Carl’s political clout, since 
the race will be pretty much wide 
open to other challengers, who we 
hear are already lining up.

Instead, the election will be folded 
into the Sept. 10 primary – with the 
party-backed winner having to go on 
to the Nov. 5 general election against 
any other party’s nomineees.

The move will save the city Board 
of Elections about $350,000 in put-
ting together a separate special elec-
tion. And with all that political scandal 
past and current in the Bronx and 
elsewhere, Cuomo wasn’t taking any 
chances, anyway, of having Bronx 
County’s mud on his shoes.

That race is beginning to get in-
teresting, with a lot of potential can-
didates - and more interestingly, with 
a lot of local electeds looking to back 
different candidates.

As one veteran county political 
insider put it ever so bluntly, the race 
“could turn into one big giant cluster 
‘mess.’”

NOT SO FAST
Well, County Leader Carl and 

D.A. Rob Johnson keep denying 
that story by a West Side English lan-
guage newspaper that Carl will make 
Rob a judge if the man labeled the 
worst D.A. in the city step down.

The story also claims Carl will 
replace Rob with Bronxite Darcel 
Clark, a former Johnson staffer who 
now sits as a judge in the Appellate 
Division, First Department in Manhat-
tan. 

We hear her name has evoked 
some concern among staffers in 
the D.A.’s office, who view Clark, as 
one staffer put it, as “a Rob Johnson 
clone.”   

There’s one kink in the whole 
scenario though. Gov. Cuomo would 
be one to name a replacement for 
one year until an election. 

“My understanding is it’s always 
been that the governor appoints a 
person for one year if there is a va-
cancy in the DA’s office,” said one 

knowledgeable Bronx elected. “I was 
surprised to read that Carl Heastie 
can appoint someone to this posi-
tion.”

When Mario Merola died in  1987, 
then Gov. Mario Cuomo named 
Merola’s chief assistant Paul Gentile 
to fill the seat for a one-year term. 
Rob Johnson, with County backing, 
then won his first full term.

CONFIRMATION JITTERS
And speaking of Rob Johnson 

and judgeships, two interesting tid-
bits :

*We hear Gov. Cuomo put the 
kibosh on nominating Johnson’s 
wife, Diane Renwick, who sits in 
the Appellate Division in Manhattan, 
for a seat on the state Court of Ap-
peal BECAUSE of Johnson. Cuomo 
nominated Bronxite Jenny Torres 
instead.

*Take this source to the bank. 
A former Bronx County leader once 
tried to dynamite Johnson out of of-
fice by offering him a federal judge-
ship, said our solid source, but Rob 
turned it down – “He was afraid of the 
confirmation hearing,” to quote the 
former county leader.
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Reservations: 718-654-4200 
3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, N.Y. 

One Hour Smorgasboard
Four Hours Dining & Dancing

Featuring:
Deluxe Cocktail Hour

• Carving Station 
• Seafood Station • Pasta Station 

• Chafing Station 
• Antipasto Station

Rigatoni alla Vodka
Spring Salad

Alive 'n' Kickin' 
Orchestra

Choice of: Dinner 
ENJOY UNLIMITED 

ROLLING BAR 
THROUGHTOUT 

THE DINNER 

FREE
Gift for

Mom!

All for$5200
Plus 10% Gratuities
Includes sales tax

per person

1/2 
Price
For Children
Under 12

No Charge
For Children

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Community Board 11 

wants Dominic Castore’s 
name to live on in the com-
munity forever.

The board – covering 
Morris Park, Van Nest, Al-
lerton and Pelham Park-
way – has requested that 
the Community Education 
Council name a new school 
on Lydig Avenue after the 
long time board chairman, 
who passed away last No-
vember.

CB 11 chairman An-
thony Vitaliano, who re-
ceived a letter from the CEC 
asking the community to 
come up with a name for the 
new school, said he could 
not think of someone more 
deserving for the honor.

“I thought Dom’s name 
was most appropriate,” Vi-
taliano said. “I talked with 
a few members of the board, 
and we thought he more 
than qualifi ed.

“He was the chairman 
at the board for more than 
30 years, and he started the 
Morris Park Community 
Association,” Vitaliano 

continued. “There wasn’t 
anyone more community-
oriented than him. It was 
an automatic no- brainer.”

The new school at 800 Ly-
dig Avenue, simply referred 
to as  P.S. 292, will open in 
September.

Vitaliano said the board 
submitted Castore’s name 
at an April 4 CEC hearing. 

“There was another 
name submitted during the 
meeting by the family of a 

rabbi in the neighborhood, 
but not too long after the 
meeting, the family with-
drew their request to have 
the school named after him, 
and that left Dom’s name 
the only name submitted,” 
Vitaliano said. 

The CEC then submitted 
the Castore resolution to 
the city Department of Edu-
cation.

“Right now, DOE’s le-
gal division is vetting the 
name,” said Vicki Javier, 
policy and communications 
adviser  for Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca. “It might be 
a few weeks before we know 
the fi nal word.”

Vacca said having a 
school named after Castore, 
will help his memory live 
on in the neighborhood.

“Having a neighborhood 
school named in Dom Cas-
tore’s honor will allow his 
work to live in perpetuity,” 
Vacca said. “His legacy will 
no doubt instill commu-
nity spirit in the students 
as it has for so many in the 
neighborhood.”

Dom Castore

School naming for Castore Change in CB 11 committe structure
BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 

After a major change 
in committee structure 
and the appointment of a 
new chairman, business 
at Community Board 11 is 
running smoothly. 

After almost a year of 
trying neighborhood-based 
committees, the board went 
back a few months ago to is-
sues committees. 

The old - and now 
revived – format has com-
mittees based on neighbor-
hood issues, such as parks, 
sanitation, public safety, 
and youth.

Newly appointed CB 
11 chairman Anthony Vi-
taliano, said the old struc-
ture has been more effec-
tive. 

“The experimental 
structure wasn’t working,” 
Vitaliano said. “In some 
committees, there were 
never any issues. However, 
it did seem to be working 
in Morris Park. What was 
happening was Morris 
Park was becoming almost 
like a baby community 
board, so I felt we should 

go back to issues commit-
tees.”

Vitaliano was ap-
pointed to the position 
after longtime chairman 
Dom Castore passed away 
in November.

Vitaliano hand picked 
chair people for each of the 
new committees  after the 
board voted to switch back 
to the old structure.

“I picked people that 
I thought would be strong 
as committee chairs, and 
it is working,” he said. “I 
even picked people that 
voted against the switch, 
and even those people like 
it the way it is now.”

Some of the issues CB 
11 is looking into this year 
are smoke-free housing in 
more apartment buildings 
and dealing with the sec-
ond phase of the Pelham 
Parkway reconstruction 
project.

The board is also look-
ing at several projects this 
year, including an expan-
sion and renovation of the 
Van Nest playground, add-
ing angle parking along 

a nine-block stretch on 
Morris Park Avenue, in-
creasing funding for youth 
recreation and after-school 
programs, and increasing 
police patrol operations.

Each committee nor-
mally meets once a month 
– if there is pressing busi-
ness.

“A big problem we 
were having last time, is 
these committees were 
having meetings and basi-
cally just looking at each 
other’s faces,” Vitaliano 
said. “That was demoral-
izing the objective. I said to 
them, ‘Listen, I don’t want 
you to meet just to meet. 
Meet when you have a rea-
son to meet,’ and they liked 
that. That is an important 
part of the reason I think 
this is working.”

Vitaliano said each 
of the committee chairs is 
doing an excellent job, even 
those who were opposed to 
the change.

“A lot of them have 
come to me and said they 
like it better this way,” Vi-
taliano said. 
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40th PCT.
WED, APRIL 10th, 10:50 

p.m. – 352 East 134 St. Police of-
ficers were alerted that there was 
a person who was threatening to 
jump from a building.

THURS, APRIL 11th, 9:00 
p.m. – 230 Alexander Ave. Offi-
cials are looking for the person who 
discharged a gun aiming the bullet 
to strike inside a residential build-
ing.  The bullet was fired through 
a window authorities indicated. 
Upon examination, no injuries were 
reported. 

FRI, APRIL 12th, 10:15 a.m. 
– 640 East 137 St. A 20 year old 
Hispanic male was transported to 
Lincoln Medical Center after being 
shot. The young man was suffering 
from two bullet wounds officials in-
dicated. The male victim was shot 
once in the shoulder and the sec-
ond bullet ripped into his chest of-
ficials indicated.  

41st PCT.
WED, APRIL 10th, 12:00 

p.m. – 531 DuPont St. A person 
was arrested by authorities for 
damaging two vehicles. The culprit 
is being charged with cutting the 
brake lines on two trucks during a 
labor strike. 

42nd PCT.
FRI, APRIL 12th, 10:20 a.m. 

– Authorities are looking for the 
black male who attacked a His-
panic woman. The unknown male 
culprit attempted to assault the 
Latino woman, but escaped taking 
her cell-phone before police could 
arrive at the crime scene. 

SAT, APRIL 13th, 11:00 a.m. 
– 1165 Washington Ave. A search 
is underway as officials look for the 
culprit who fired a gun. The bullets 
damaged a vehicle windshield au-
thorities indicated. 

SUN, APRIL 14th, 7:45 p.m. 
– Third Ave. and East 162 St. A 
search was conducted for the per-
son who stabbed a female. The vic-
tim was transported to nearby Lin-
coln Medical Center suffering from 
a stab wound to the back. 

43rd PCT.
TUES, APRIL 9th, 3:50 p.m. 

– Opposite 550 Brush Ave. Police 
investigators are trying to identify a 
body spotted by two fishermen that 
washed ashore along the banks of 
Westchester Creek. Police officers 
removed the body of a woman from 
the waterway behind the YMCA fa-
cility. The Medical Examiner’s of-
fice will perform an autopsy to help 
determine the cause of death, in 
case there was any criminality con-
nected to the death. Officials have 
been trying to identify the woman.  

THURS, APRIL 11th, 1:10 
p.m. – 652 Sound View Ave. A 
search was conducted for the per-
son who stabbed a Hispanic male. 
The 20 year old victim was taken 
to Jacobi Medical Center suffering 
from a wound to the left shoulder. 
Local investigators are handling the 
inquiry.

SAT, APRIL 13th, - 
Westchester Ave. Police are 

looking for a Hispanic male in 
his twenties. The young man 
was also described as being 
around 180 pounds, 6 feet tall. 
The culprit on two different 
occasions sexually assaulted 
three young girls ages 10 to 13 
years old inside an Associated 
Supermarket. 

44th PCT.
TUES, APRIL 9th, 1:40 a.m. 

– Grand Concourse and East 165 
St. A 25 year old black male end-
ed up in getting in trouble with law 
enforcement officials. The man 
was arrested after he was found in 
possession of a pistol. The young 
man was taken into custody and 
the hand-gun was vouched as evi-
dence for the pending trail.

THURS, APRIL 11th, 11:45 
a.m. – 1085 Gerard Ave. Authori-
ties were alerted that man had tak-
en his own life. The 54 year old His-
panic man apparently shot himself 
in the face as his wife looked on. 
The incident is under investigation.

THURS, APRIL 11th, 9:45 
p.m. – 750 Grand Concourse. A 
search was conducted after law en-
forcement personnel learned that a 
home was invaded. Three males 
forcibly entered the home injuring 
the occupant. The trio fled with 
two-thousand dollars, but respond-
ing police officers were able to ar-
rest two of the culprits. An inquiry 
is underway. 

FRI, APRIL 12th, 12:00 p.m. 
– East 161 St. Criminal Court. Four 
police officers were treated at a 
Manhattan hospital after being as-
saulted. The four injured officers 
were assaulted by a culprit who 
was in custody. The officers were 
reported to have suffered minor in-
juries. 

FRI, APRIL 12th, 10:25 p.m. 
– 1450 Clay Ave. First responders 
came to the aid of a two-month old 
boy who was found unconscious. 
The infant was taken to Bronx Leb-
anon Hospital where officials indi-
cated that the infant expired in less 
than 45 minutes despite their ef-
fects to assist the baby. 

FRI, APRIL 12th, 10:40 p.m. 
– 170 West 170 St.  Police officers 
working in the High Bridge section 
were able to take another gun off of 
local streets. This time with an ar-
rest officials were able to voucher a 
loaded 9-mm pistol.  

SUN, APRIL 14th, 12:25 
a.m. – 1046 Woodycrest Ave. An 
incident between two female His-
panic’s in the Highbridge section 
ended with one being arrested and 
the other being taken to a local hos-
pital. The victim was suffering from 
a slash wound to the right arm and 
listed in stable condition. 

SUN, APRIL 14th, 4:45 a.m. 
– 1439 University Ave. A suspect 

was arrested by police officers 
looking into a dispute. The male vic-
tim was stabbed once in the lower 
right chest after being in a dispute. 
Officials indicated that the victim 
was in stable condition at Lincoln 
Medical Center.  Authorities did ar-
rest a suspect. 

SUN, APRIL 14th, 5:15 a.m. 
– 1278 Grand Concourse. A search 
was conducted for four male cul-
prits who committed an early morn-
ing home invasion. A Hispanic male 
alongside three black males forced 
their way into a home. Wearing 
masks the four culprits apparently 
assaulted the male occupant caus-
ing a facial injury.  A female occu-
pant injured an ankle by jumping 
from a fire escape. Taken during the 
robbery were seventeen hundred 
dollars, an I-phone, and personal 
property. Detectives are conduct-
ing an inquiry.  

45th PCT.
TUES, APRIL 9th, 10:05 p.m. 

– 727 Vincent Ave. Police officers 
responding to a call at a residential 
building in the Throggs Neck sec-
tion were faced with a barricade 
situation. Local police officers 
summoned several units from the 
Emergency Service Squad after a 
43 year old man refused to open a 
door for authorities. Officers were 
informed that the man could be 
armed with a knife. Experts from 
the Hostage Negotiations Team 
and Technical Assistance and Re-
sponse Unit were requested to re-
spond. Once in custody the man 
was transported to Jacobi Medical 
Center.

WED, APRIL 10th, 1:15 p.m. 
– Throggs Neck Bridge. Officials 
were looking into the death of a 
motorist. The person stopped their 
vehicle along the span’s roadway 
and jumped from the bridge. First 
responders were able to remove 
the person from the waterway, by 
despite their effects, the person 
died within an hour.

WED, APRIL 10th, 7:35 
p.m. – 120 DeKruif Pl. Authorities 
launched an inquiry into a shooting 
that occurred in Co-op City. A 23 
year old black male was shot once 
in the leg. The injured man was 
transported to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter. Police officers searched the 
crime scene in an attempt to locate 
any evidence. Local detectives are 
handling the inquiry.

SUN, APRIL 14th, 9:45 a.m. 
– 2244 Tillotson Ave. Authorities 
are looking into the death of a week 
old infant. The baby was transport-
ed to Jacobi Medical Center where 
the medical staff indicated that the 
infant had expired. 

46th PCT.
SAT, APRIL 13th, 2:20 a.m. 

– 1859 Walton Ave. Police experts 
are taking a close look at a pistol 
that was vouched. Police nabbed a 
person who failed to have a permit 
to own a pistol in NYC. Authorities 
indicated that the weapon would 
not be able to be registered since 
its serial number was illegally re-
moved. The handgun was vouched 
as evidence for the pending trail.

SAT, APRIL 13th, 4:30 p.m. 
– 150 West Burnside Ave. Law 
enforcement officials are looking 
into an incident where a black male 
was found suffering from two bul-
let wounds. The 30 year old victim 
had been shot once in the left leg 
and a second bullet penetrated the 
victim’s left arm. The injured man 
was taken to St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal where he was reported to be in 
stable condition.

47th PCT.
WED, APRIL 10th, 4:40 

a.m. - Police officers were sum-
moned to a local hospital after 
medical officers learned that 
a person wanted to be treated 
for a bullet wound. Respond-
ing police officers gathered in-
formation from the 25 year old 
black male victim at Montefiore 
Hospital which was passed on 
to local detectives who will be 
conducting the inquiry. 

FRI, APRIL 12th, 10:00 a.m. 
– Holland Ave. and East Gun Hill 
Rd. A police officer on patrol was 
able to remove another hand gun 
off of local streets. This time a load-
ed 380-caliber semi-automatic pis-
tol was removed from control of the 
unnamed culprit. The weapon was 
vouched as evidence for the up-
coming trail. 

48th PCT.
SAT, APRIL 13th, 2:35 a.m. –

1013 East 180 St. An inquiry is un-
derway by detectives who are look-
ing for the person who attacked 
a 40 year old Hispanic man. The 
middle aged man was transported 
to St. Barnabas Hospital in critical 
condition after being stabbed in the 
chest. 

SUN, APRIL 14th, 12:25 
a.m. – 1 Fordham Plaza. A 20 year 
old black male will be receiving an 
education first handed about the 
criminal justice system. The 20 
year old male culprit will be facing 
a judge after being arrested. Po-
lice removed from the suspect a 
32-caliber pistol. The handgun was 
vouched as evidence for the pend-
ing court trail. 

49th PCT.
SAT, APRIL 13th, 12:05 p.m. 

– 2748 Wallace Ave. First respond-
ers were called to assist a seven 
year old who was struck by a vehi-

cle. Emergency personnel respond-
ed to the accident scene located 
just south of Arnow Ave. where 
they found the young girl suffering 
from facial injuries. The driver re-
mained on the scene and currently 
officials indicated that the incident 
was determined to be an accident. 
The child was reported to be in sta-
ble condition.

SUN, APRIL 14th, 10:00 
p.m. – 920 Mace Ave. A police 
officer was transported to Jacobi 
Medical Center. The officer was on 
duty when the injury occurred and 
authorities indicated that the offi-
cer was in stable condition.

50th PCT.
TUES, APRIL 9th, 5:20 a.m. 

– 3887 Sedgwick Ave. Authorities 
are looking for the persons who 
broke into a drug store overnight. 
The pharmacy was closed offi-
cials indicated when the unknown 
culprits found a way to gain entry. 
Investigators were waiting for the 
store’s management personnel to 
provide a list of items that were 
taken. Known missing was an un-
known amount of cash besides a 
selection of drugs.

WED, APRIL 10th, 9:30 p.m. 
– 69 East 225 St. Police officers ar-
riving at a residential building were 
held off by an emotionally disturbed 
person who was threatening them-
selves harm. The barricaded per-
son told police officials that they 
would cut their own throat.  

52nd PCT. 
TUES, APRIL 9th, 9:00 p.m. 

– Villa Ave. and East 204 St. An in-
vestigation was launched after po-
lice officers learned that a male vic-
tim had been stabbed. The injured 
crime victim was transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital suffering from a 
wound to the upper left back. 

WED, APRIL 10th, 1:15 a.m. 
– 2751 Grand Concourse. An un-
known person attempted to rob 
a person at gun point. The culprit 
who was armed with a gun fled the 
scene apparently empty handed 
before police could arrive. The in-
vestigation is currently in the hands 
of detectives.

WED, APRIL 10th, 12:55 
p.m. – 2121 Cedar Ave. An acci-
dent involving a motorcycle rider 
is under investigation by officials. 
It’s been reported that the mo-
torcyclist lost control of his ‘bike’ 
striking the second person. The 
incident sent the 28 year old male 
motorcycle operator to the hospi-
tal in critical condition while the 
operator of a bicycle, the second 
victim, was treated for a broken 
arm. Both victims were transport-
ed to St. Barnabas Hospital. Offi-
cers from Highway 1’s Accident 
Investigation Unit are looking into 
the incident. 

THURS, APRIL 11th, 8:20 
p.m. – Davidson Ave. and West 
Fordham Rd. A teenager was trans-
ported to an area hospital after be-
ing stabbed. The 16 year old male 
was suffering from a stab wound to 
the upper left abdomen. Detectives 
from the Webster Ave. Squad are 
looking into the incident. 

Housing
WED, APRIL 10th, 12:25 

a.m. – 2275 Randall Ave. An inqui-
ry was started after police learned 
that a 27 year old woman had been 
injured. The woman was a vic-
tim of an attack during which she 
was slashed on her forehead, left 
shoulder, and upper left back. The 
Hispanic woman was transported 
to Jacobi Medical Center where 
she was reported in stable condi-
tion. Police officers from Housing’s 
PSA # 8 are assisting members of 
the 43rd Pct. Detective Squad with 
this inquiry.

WED, APRIL 10th, 3:15 
a.m. – 1705 Lafayette Ave. Offi-
cial learned that a person was at-
tacked in the Sound View area. The 
victim was slashed on the side of 
their face authorities indicated. Lo-
cal detectives are conducting the 
inquiry along with police officers 
from Housing’s PSA # 8. 

THURS, APRIL 11th, 2:00 
p.m. – 750 East 163 St. Police offi-
cers from Housing’s PSA # 7 were 
dispatched to the McKinley Houses 
after a shooting had occurred. A 28 
year old black male, Mario Thom-
as, was suffering from five sepa-
rate bullet wounds to the back. He 
was transported to Lincoln Medical 
Center where he expired some two 
hours after being shot. Detectives 
from the 42nd Pct. and the Bronx 
Homicide Squad handled the inqui-
ry. Based on information obtained 
during the course of the inquiry, po-
lice officers from the Emergency 
Service Squad carrying heavy arms 
along with detectives arrested 24 
year old Gregory Forbes. 

Fire Log
 WED, APRIL 10th, 12:30 

p.m. – 3550 White Plains Rd. Of-
ficials are looking into a fire that 
damaged a store that sells guns. 
In the basement of the well-es-
tablished business known as the 
Olinville Arms Gun Store, firefight-
ers were informed is a shooting 
range. Engine 62 and Ladder 32 
were the first arriving units at the 
commercial building located near 
Magenta St. in the Williamsbridge 
section. The fire apparently started 
in the basement by traveled into 
the cockloft of the building. Based 
on the information being provided 
by callers, Bronx Fire Alarm Dis-
patchers sent additional units on 
the initial alarm. A second alarm 
was sounded at 12:45 p.m. which 
doubled the number of units at the 
scene. Division 7 reported that two 
hose lines has been stretched and 
in operation. A third hose line was 
in the process of being stretched. 
Truck companies are opening up. 
The fire is in the cockloft. Short-
ly after 1 p.m., the incident com-
mander reported that the fire was 
starting to darken down, as prima-
ry searches got underway. Several 
minutes went by before additional 
help was requested. Two additional 
ladder companies were requested 
and all train traffic on the IRT # 2 
line was requested to be halted in 
both directions. At 1:39 p.m. the 
chief indicated that all the searches 
were completed and the fire was 
under control. 
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SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
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Dream Act response
Dear editor,

Dear Senator Espaillat and Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj:

As a parent of a son who will be entering 
college in the next couple of years, I have 
some questions with regard to your letter in 
support of the DREAM Act. 

To quote your opening statement “ If there’s 
one thing more heartbreaking to parents and 
educators than children who have dropped 
out of school, or turned to drugs and crime, 
it’s this: students who are bright, hardwork-
ing and passionate about their education, but 
because of their immigration status, are in-
eligible to receive fi nancial aid for college.”

  “THIS” is MORE heartbreaking for a par-
ent than seeing their child turn to drugs and 
crime?

Your letter refers to children of illegal im-
migrants as being cheated out of “their right” 
to an education. It refers to them as young 
Americans, which by law, they are not. Have 
you looked at the number of children who 
ARE American citizens, yet do not qualify for 
Financial Aid? Aren’t they being cheated out 
of “their right” to an affordable education? 

You also state: “We all know how college 
costs have exploded in recent years, and it’s 
virtually impossible for immigrant families 
to afford the tuition, textbooks, housing and 
other costs of higher education.” 

This is true for most American citizens. 
The average cost of SUNY for New York resi-
dents is $21,740 on campus and $15,440 off cam-
pus per year (enrolled as a full time student). 
Out-of-state residents pay $30,990. Wouldn’t 
passing the DREAM Act create the situation 
where an illegal immigrant who lives in New 
York State will pay less (with fi nancial aid) 
for his/her education than an American cit-
izen from another state, attending a SUNY? 
This scenario would be the same for all col-
leges, producing the same result.

As mentioned earlier, I have a son, who will 
have to sign up for the Selective Service Sys-
tem in order TO APPLY for fi nancial aid. Is 
this mandatory requirement also part of the 
DREAM Act, for all males who are between 
the ages of 18-25? How would the government 
be able to authenticate people who do not have 
a U.S. birth certifi cate and 

Social Security number?
I am an American citizen, born in the 

U.S.A., raised by legal immigrants who 
wanted me to go to college. They worked 
very hard to save money for my education 
and paid it with minimal help from the gov-
ernment.  It will be very diffi cult to pay for 
my son’s higher education when the time 
comes.

 I will ask you both, are you as concerned 
with helping American Citizens to be able to 
afford college? What actions are you plan-
ning to take with helping EVERYONE to af-
ford higher education?

Perhaps the “fairness” question should 
be “Why has college become so expensive in 
the fi rst place?” This question seems more 
appropriate when referring to our country 
as having “lost sight of its true values.”

I look forward to your response. 
Donna Mills

Hooked on hookahs
Dear editor,

When dining out at a Bronx Restaurant in 
Riverdale, I happened to glance over at 

the bar area, and I noticed hookahs on top 
of the counter. 

  This is a growing trend that is already 
popular among college students and has 
quickly found its way into several Bronx res-
taurants.

As a resident and parent I am very con-
cerned about this emerging trend.

 I do not want to be surrounded by clouds 
of toxins smoke while I am eating or expose 
my children to it either. 

 The smoke smells sweet so many people 
believe hookahs are not harmful. However, 
a study by The World Health Organization 
found that, in a one -hour session of hookah 
smoking you inhale toxins and smoke vol-
ume equivalent to 100 cigarettes. 

That’s as much as a pack a day for a whole 
business week!  

Not to mention exposing patrons to risks 
of secondhand smoke that is exhaled. 

 There are toxic chemicals found in to-
bacco smoke and hookah smoke is no excep-
tion.

I feel it is time we had some regulation to 
include this new trend of the 21st Century as 
part of the New York State Clean Indoor Air 
Act.

 If not, soon everyone will be hooked on 
hookahs!

Cynthia Blount

Bronx BREATHES

Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

Family and Social Medicine

Pet dog shot
Dear editor,

I read in the April 19 edition of your 
newspaper with a heavy heart.  I can’t 
believe that a human being (Mr. Savino) 
could murder an innocent animal like 
Spike.  Let me tell you Mr. Savino there 
isn’t going to be a place for you in heaven 

because God hates people that murder ani-
mals.

Emma Damm                                     
Fracking

Dear editor,

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo should regard 
the plight of New Yorkers and impose an 
immediate ban on fracking, as it threatens 
both individual and community health and 
wellness due to its high level of toxicity.

 A complete ban on hydraulic fracturing 
is also needed to protect our basic necessi-
ties such as air, food and water. 

Hydraulic fracturing also known as 
fracking is the process of injecting a mix-
ture of water, sand and chemicals into wells 
at high pressure to crack dense rock forma-
tions and release oil or gas.

Aji Jaiteh

Airplane noise
Dear editor,

 I sympathize with George Zulch re his 
letter on airplane noise.

It’s a fight that many Bronxites have had 
to deal with for many years.

Last year in the area I live in, the air traf-
fic seemed to drop significantly.  What a re-
lief!

 Maybe many of the flights to and from 
LaGuardia have been rerouted to other parts 
of the Bronx.

What I found most interesting in George’s 
letter was learning that LaGuardia Airport 
detours flights away from Manhattan and 
over the Bronx to help prevent another 9/11. 

Whether that’s fair or logical or not in 
the interests of preventing terrorism,it’s 
another case of the Bronx being used as a 
dumping ground, or in this case,a detour 
ground.

  I don’t know if George attended the fo-
rum in Country Club last year on airplane 
noise. While much was discussed and de-
bated at that forum, what I believe was most 
important are two points: 

One, no residential neighborhood should 
have to endure loud airplanes roaring over-
head and spewing out jet fuel as early as 6 or 
7 in the morning or as late as 10 or 11 p.m., 
except in emergencies or very unusual cir-
cumstances; and two, no one particular resi-
dential neighborhood should have to endure 
constant airplane traffic without regular 
rerouting of flights so not just one specific 
area always gets dumped on.

Congressman Crowley at that forum 
seemed that he wanted to do what he could 
to address this problem. I urge George et al 
to stay in contact with his office, the offices 
of New York’s two US senators (Schumer and 
Gillibrand) and the offices of state assembly-
men and senators in the Bronx.

It’s not easy dealing with the Port Author-
ity, which runs LaGuardia, the FAA and the 
federal and state governments.

But we should stay involved to help im-
prove the Bronx’s continuing deterioration 
in living conditions.

 Ken Reynolds

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor are welcome from 
all readers. They should be addressed care 
of this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail 
to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, 
including those submitted via e-mail, 
MUST be signed and with a verifiable ad-
dress and telephone number included. Note 
that the  address and telephone number  
will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld upon request. No 
unsigned letters can be accepted for publi-
cation. The editor reserves the right to edit 
all submissions.

Let us hear
from you
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Maestro's Caterers
Mother's Day Family Tradition

1 7 0 3  B r o n x d a l e  A v e n u e

Sunday, May 12th, 2013

From 12pm - 5pm

One Hour Smorgasbord - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring...

ESU D.J.

Skirt Steak
Whole Turkey
Whole Pig
Cornbeef

Carving Station:
Cold Seafood Salad
Clams Oreganata
Mussels Posillipo
Fried Calamari

Seafood Station:
Chicken Parmesan
Beef Bourgignonne 
Sausage & Peppers
Paella
Eggplant Rollatini
Braciolette Di Maiale
Barbecue Ribs

Chafing Station:

Two Assorted Pastas

Pasta Station:

Deluxe Cold Antipasto Table

Cold Salad Bar

Wok Station

ENJOY UNLIMITED
ROLLING BAR
THROUGHOUT
THE DINNER

1/2 PRICE FOR 
CHILDREN UNDER 

THE AGE OF 12
NO CHARGE FOR

CHILDREN UNDER
4YRS. OF AGE

Choice of...
Dinner

FREE GIFTSFOR MOM& COMPLIMENTARY
VALET PARKING

For Reservations Call Maestro's Caterers at 718-792-8844

All Coffee, Pastries and 
Desserts are Served at Your 

Table

Open Bar with Premium 
Liquors

and Wine on the Tables $52
Per person. Plus 10% Gratuities

Sales tax included.

Deluxe Cocktail Hour

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Students at two local 

high schools are raising 
awareness about the dan-
gers of teen drinking in the 
Throggs Neck community. 

Leaders of the Throggs 
Neck Community Action 
Partnership, an organiza-
tion dedicated to the preven-
tion of teen drinking and 
drug abuse, met with stu-
dents in Lehman’s Arista 
Honors Society Program 
on Monday, April 29 before 
they went with a teacher to 
visit stores along E. Trem-
ont Avenue that sell beer 
and alcohol. 

Also joining in the “bot-
tle tagging” expedition 
were student and teachers 
from Preston High School. 

Lehman students Kim-
berly Cionca, Jay Soni, 
Markens Pierre, and Chris-
topher Gayle, went “bottle-
tagging” with their teacher 
Anthony Cerini. 

Students from both 
schools placed tags de-
signed by TNCAP on bottles 

of alcoholic beverage that 
remind adults not to buy al-
cohol for minors, and mer-
chants not to sell to minors. 

“This gives the students 
the ability to realize that 
their voices are heard, and 
that is really important,” 
said Cerini.  “One of the 
biggest things we struggle 
with is empowering the stu-
dents, and having them re-

alize that it is important for 
them to stand up and have 
their voices heard.” 

Before the Lehman stu-
dents visited businesses  
- which gave them permis-
sion to place the tags on 
some of the beverages for 
sale - there was a meet-and-
greet at Lehman that in-
cluded TNCAP’s executive 
director Frances Maturo, 

Councilman Jimmy Vacca, 
TNCAP’s Janet Bliss, Leh-
man principal Rose LoBi-
anco, and representatives 
from Congressman Joseph 
Crowley and State Senator 
Jeff Klein’s offi ces. 

LoBianco called the 
“bottle-tagging” an oppor-
tunity for the students to 
engage the community and 
its merchants.

It also relates to the 
school curriculum and 
Common Core Learning 
Standards, she added, help-
ing the students research 
and advocate for a particu-
lar cause, in this case, un-
der-age drinking.

“These young peo-
ple are certainly raising 
awareness of the theme of 
teen drinking, both in our 
school and the community,” 
said LoBianco. “I think that 
their involvement in this is-
sue speaks volumes to the 
community and the mer-
chants.” 

Vacca called the stu-
dents’ efforts a tangible ex-

ample of how young people 
can help draw attention to 
laws on the books. 

“What the young people 
are doing further brings 
the merchants into the pro-
cess, and if you are talk-
ing stopping sale of liquor 
to minors, the merchants 
are very important,” said 
Vacca. “We need them to be 
part of the solution.”

For bottle-tagger Kim 
Cionca, 17, the activity had 
personal meaning. 

“For me personally, I 

have had experience with 
someone in the family who 
really abuses alcohol,” she 
said. “It is soothing to know 
you are helping to termi-
nate this epidemic of teen 
drinking.” 

Merchants who partici-
pated in Lehman’s bottle 
tagging and poster-hanging 
included A-1 Grocery at 3121 
E. Tremont Avenue, Skibbo 
Discount Beer & Soda at 
3156 E Tremont Avenue, 
and Susan’s House of Magic 
at 3121 E. Tremont Avenue. 

Second year of TNCAP’s “bottle-tagging” campaign

Preston students (l-r) Naomy Hilario, Danielle Braxton, Joanna Ra-
bassa, and Jazmin Morales did bottle-tagging on Monday, April 29.
 courtesy of Preston High School

Markens Pierre, 19, a senior in Lehman High School’s honor pro-
gram, tags a bottle of “Old Numbskull” on Monday, April 29.  by 
Patrick Rocchio 

Student anti-drinking push 
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ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

BY DAVID CRUZ
Cops are on the hunt for 

a serial chain snatcher who 
has struck several times in 
Morris Park, targeting el-
derly victims.

Police at the 49th Pre-
cinct are warning poten-
tial victims to be mindful 
of their surroundings, as 
they work to capture the 
suspect.

The chain snatcher, de-
scribed as a young Cauca-
sian or light skinned His-
panic, has struck four times 
in the quiet residential 
nabe, targeting his elderly 
victims between 2 to 4:30 
p.m. on local streets just off 
Morris Park Avenue. 

In at least one case, he 
jumped into a light colored 
minivan driven by another 
suspect.  

The pattern began 
Wednesday, April 10 as 
the suspect approached a 
woman walking her dog 

along Herring Avenue be-
tween Rhinelander and 
Morris Park  avenues. 

“He tries to grab her 
chain from her neck,” said 
49th Precinct Captain 
Lorenzo Johnson.  “She 
fi ghts him, she falls to the 
ground, causing an injury.”  

The next reported in-
cident happened Tuesday, 
April 16, with the thief 
snatching a crucifi x chain 
off a 70-year-old woman as 
she walked with a friend 
along Hone Avenue.  

Just a half hour later, 
around the block in front 
of 1951 Lurting Ave., he 
grabbed two chains from 
a 93-year-old lady using a 
walker, then  jumped inside 
a car driven by another sus-
pect.  

The next day,  the thief 
eyed a 61-year-old woman’s 
necklace near the corner of 
Neill and Haight avenues, 
two blocks off Morris Park 

Avenue.
“The perp approaches 

her,” said Johnson, “en-
gages her in a conversation, 

and takes the chain off her 
neck.” 

The robberies have since 
stopped – for now.

The precinct’s detective 
squad is now canvassing 
the nabe during the same 
afternoon hours the thief 

struck, warning the elderly 
population and home health 
aides about the suspect. 

“We increased the police 
presence in the six-block 
area, – both uniform and 
plainclothes,” said John-
son.

The thief was further 
described as between 16 to 
19-years-ol, about fi ve-feet-10 
and with a thin build.

Anyone with informa-
tion is being asked to call 
Detective Eric Rivera at the 
detective squad at 718 918-
2038 or Detective Borough 
Bronx at 718 378-8083.

Squad commander, Sgt. 
Tawee Theanthong, urged 
folks around the neighbor-
hood to keep their eyes 
open.  

“Don’t display fl ashy 
jewelry,” he said, adding 
“Be aware of your sur-
roundings.”  

Four victims hit off Morris Park Avenue

Surveillance video April 10 shows this suspect in a jacket and hat ready to rob a woman.

Chain snatcher hitting elderly
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Pelham Manor Shopping Plaza
802 Pelham Parkway 

Near BJ’s Wholesale Club & Sleepy’s - Lots of Free Parking 

Call (914) 365-2600
Reservations Suggested for Weekends

Open 7 Days: Mon-Thurs 11:30am - 10:00pm; 
Fri & Sat to 11:00pm; Sunday 12:30pm-10:00pm

Open in Pelham Manor

Asian Bistro 
& Hibachi Steak House

Full Bar Service

Lunch 
Specials 

Daily 11:30-3pm
except Sundays 

and public holidays

Happy Hour
Mon - Fri 
330-530pm

Mother’s Day
Is May 12th

Make Your
Reservations Now 

Call
(914) 365-2600

FREE Kitchen Appetizer 
(under $8) with purchase of $40 or more

Sunday thru Thursday

Not valid on lunch special,
holidays or Mother’s Day

Only one coupon per check
Cannot combine w. any other offers

Coupon expires 5/31/13

Phone: 914-365-2600

$5.00 off
with purchase $25 or More

$10.00 off
with purchase $50 or More

Not valid on lunch special,
holidays or Mother’s Day

Only one coupon per check
Cannot combine w. any other offers

Coupon expires 5/31/13

Phone: 914-365-2600

Not valid on lunch special,
holidays or Mother’s Day

Only one coupon per check
Cannot combine w. any other offers

Coupon expires 5/31/13

Phone: 914-365-2600

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

300 Jay Street  Brooklyn, NY 11201

877.NYC.TECH  www.citytech.cuny.edu

SUMMER  
SESSIONS

CLASSES BEGIN 
ON JUNE 3

CALL NOW: 718.260.5250                 www.citytech.cuny.edu/summer
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Small businesses own-

ers will be rewarded for 
helping those who have 
helped their country. 

Senator Jeff Klein met 
with post 9/11 veterans 
and business owners on 
Friday, April 26 at Leh-
man College to announce 
his “Hire A Vet” tax credit 
initiative.

The newly enacted 
state program will help 
give an incentive to busi-
nesses around the state to 
hire unemployed veterans 
by providing tax credits to 
the businesses.

To qualify for the credit, 
a business must hire a vet-
eran who was discharged 
after September 11, 2001 
and had been unemployed 
for six or more months. 

A business may receive 
a tax credit equal to 10% 
of the wages paid to a vet-
eran, up to $5,000, and up 
to $15,000 if the veteran is 
disabled. 

The initiative comes 

as Bronx county, home to 
3,000 such veterans,  has 
one of the worst veteran 
employment rates, with 
14.5% of veterans unem-
ployed.

“When I heard the 
Bronx had been given this 
distinction of having one 
of the highest unemploy-
ment rates among veter-
ans in the state, we wanted 
to do something about it,” 
Klein said. “And then in 
turn, we had been talking 
with businesses, and they 
were saying ‘we need a 
little help to be able to ex-
pand our workers.’

“Job formation isn’t so 
easy in a sluggish econ-
omy, so any help that they 
can get to employ people, 
that would be a great 
help,” said Klein. “When 
we mentioned the high 
veteran unemployment 
rate, business owners said 
‘Hey, who wouldn’t want to 
hire a veteran?’ They pos-
sess love of their country,  
discipline, and they really 

care about their individ-
ual community. I thought 
it was a perfect fi t.” 

Klein was joined by Le-
hman President Ricardo 
Fernandez, who noted that 
a number of veterans are 
now attending the college 
to advance their job oppor-
tunities.

Among them is Mer-
aldo Delgado, 37, a retired 
Navy veteran who served 
15 years.

Delgado said statistics 
show the country is not 
doing enough to help vet-
erans. 

“I think what Senator 
Klein is doing will help 
most veterans,” Delgado 
said. “But the country as a 
whole is not doing enough.

He said called the in-
centive program “a good 
idea” that  will help a lot 
of veterans who have not 
been as fortunate as I have 
been.”

“Maybe its just us Navy 
guys, but I have been very 
resourceful and have tried 

to maintain networks,” 
he said. “When I came 
back, not only did I start 
going to school, but I’ve 
also been able to get some 
temporary and part-time 
work. It helps that my wife 
works full time too.”

Jeffrey Colon-Me-
lendez, 40,  who retired af-
ter serving 17 years with 

the New York National 
Guard and a tour in Iraq 
in 2004, said although he 
was lucky to fi nd full time 
work, he does believe it is 
diffi cult  for veterans to 
get jobs.

“I was lucky that 
through my training in 
the military I was able 
to get a job at the Depart-

ment of Veteran Affairs,” 
Melendez said. “I think 
this is great. It’s a great 
motive for businesses to 
hire veterans. We need to 
do anything to help them 
out. Every day I work with 
returning vets and its one 
of the biggest concerns—
that and not having a place 
to live.”

New program gives biz tax break for hiring vets

Senator Jeff Klein with Lehman College president Ricardo Fernandez. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Klein boosts “Hire a Vet” 
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3201 Philip Ave. 

    

 

...Please Be Patient
Food Is Made Fresh

To Order!!

    

DELIVERY HOURS

bar
lunches

Starting at

Mon - Sat 11am - 3pm
Take-Out is $1 Extra

CORONA

MILLER LITE

s

A
Try  Our

GREAT PIZZ
And Specialty Pies

featured in the

New York Time

beer
buckets

party room
available MON - THURS

5PM-10PM
FRI, SAT

12PM-11PM

5 FOR $17.00

5 FOR $14.00

WATCH ALL THE GAMES
ON OUR

MLB
PACKAGE

SUN
12 NOON-

10PM

TRY OUR NEW

BUFFFALO
CHICKEN PIEMussels Red or White

 

w/Potao & Vegetable

w/ Vegetable Medley

Stuffed Rigatoni

w/ Scallion Mashed

$6.00

Eat-In Only
Sunday Night

BAR ONLY
Monday & Tuesday

4pm - 10pm
NOW you can order on-line

www.pjbradystogo.com

YOU RING...WE BRING - $10.00 min.

KITCHEN IS NOW OPEN UNTIL 11:00 PM
LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS AVAILABLE

ANAILABLE IN ALL SIZES



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

  A
p

r
. M

ay
 3

-
9

, 2
0

1
3

   
  2

0

BY DAVID CRUZ
Nothing gives Edith 

Blitzer more joy than to 
see small children jumping 
with excitement.  

As president of the Pel-
ham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association, Blitzer 
believes a well-rounded 
child can be a better neigh-
bor. 

“If you could start at 
a young age in prepar-
ing these children,” said 
Blitzer, “maybe we won’t 
have some graffi ti artists 
out on the streets.”  

It’s one of the reasons 
why the PPNA helped do-
nate a collection of 26 new 
fl oor mats to the Van Nest 
Public Library to replace 
rundown ones in library’s 
children’s section, where 
laughter and learning often 
go together.  

As Blitzer saw it, the 
simple gesture was a win-

win.
“It fi t right into our bud-

get,” she said.  “And we were 
able to do something for the 
little ones.”  

Decked with a letter of 
the alphabet, the colorful 
cushions were certainly 
welcomed by parents who 
stopped by the unveiling the 
morning of April 9, or “tod-
dler time” as head librarian 
David Nochimson put it.  

The children’s section 
serves as a vital nurturing 
stage for kids ages 12 to 18 
months, said Nochimson. 

“It introduces them 
to a place that welcomes 
them,” said Nochimson.  
The ceremony also drew 
PPNA members and elected 
offi cials, with Nochimson 
fi lling the role of storyteller 
at the children’s section.

“We had more than 20 
kids and almost as many 
parents,” said Nochim-

son, who also peppered the 
ceremony with music and 

dance.  
Blitzer gives plenty of 

credit to PPNA member Jef-
frey Panish for crafting the 

mat idea.
A regular volunteer 

at the library, Panish dis-
cussed what was needed for 
the kid’s section with chil-
dren’s librarian Ignayra 
Lopez over.  The mats, hav-
ing been tossed around by 
the tykes since 2006, were 
primed for replacement.  

The contribution was 
also a vote of confi dence for 
Nochimson, well-received 
by neighbors since fi rst tak-
ing the helm as lead librar-
ian two years ago.  

With the mat project sat-
isfi ed, Blitzer isn’t stopping 
to help spruce up the book 
depository. 

“My next step,” she said, 
“is to talk with David to see 
what we can do for the older 
children.” 

Reach David Cruz at 718-
742-3383 or dcruz@cnglo-
cal.com.  

Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association donates children’s mats

Kids at the Van Nest Library enjoy activities, using brightly colored mats donated by Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Alliance. In background, PPNA president Edith Blitzer chats with local Realtor Sonny 
Vataj and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj. Photo by Alex Belisle 

Library gift that mat-ters
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Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

3599 E. Tremont•Bronx, NY•Tel: 718-829-0005•Fax: 718-319-1756

Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Thurs 4:00-10:00.

F

Captain’s Cabin
FOR ALL YOUR PARTIES NEEDS - DIFFERENT PACKAGES AVAILABLE

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

Sunday Only 11:30 4:00
Fri & Sat 4:00-11:00

FREE
WI-FI

A place where strangers are not strangers...But friends who have yet to meet!

$5BAR ONLY
8-10 PM

$10 PITCHERS

ALL SPECIALS

$650
 BAR

Lunches
Early Bird DinnerSunday Brunch Friday Nights

DJ
SHANE

at
10
pm

$1295

Graduations

Communions

Confirmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

SATURDAY MAY 4TH 

Kentucky 
Derby Day

SUNDAY MAY 5TH 

Cinco de Mayo

&

NOW TAKING
RESERVATIONS

SUNDAY MAY 12TH
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BY SHANNON AYALA
Bronx kids who want 

play ball in a new league 
would have to abide by 
the No. 1 rule: Give back 
to the community.

The proposed Commu-
nity Board Athletic Lead-
ership League – C-BALL 
– would require partici-
pants, boys and girls ages 
seven to 17, to regularly 
attend community board 
meetings. Abdul “Sleep” 
Johnson, the founder 
of C-BALL, brought to-
gether community board 
offi cials from the around 
the borough March 15th 
to launch a campaign 
aimed at starting the 
league by next year.

“This is a league like 
no other,” said Johnson, 
a Community Board 3 
member and founder of 
Yo! Magazine, a publica-
tion produced by chil-
dren in afterschool pro-
grams.

C-BALL would include 
basketball, baseball, soc-
cer and other sports, 
as well as chess. Teams 
from the Bronx’ 12 com-
munity districts would 
compete, making time to 
go to monthly commu-
nity board youth commit-
tee meetings.

“This will be the big-
gest thing the Bronx has 
seen, period, since Yan-
kee Stadium,” predicted 
Walter Bell, chair of CB 
7’s youth committee.

Johnson fi rst pro-
posed C-BALL six years 
ago while chairing CB 3’s 
youth committee in Mor-
risania. The Bronx Bor-
ough Board signed off on 
the idea, but left Johnson 
to develop the program. 

Since then, Johnson 
said, he’s gathered sup-
port from friends from 
Black Entertainment 
Television and the mu-
sic industry. However, he 

told the youth commit-
tee chairs gathered at St. 
James Park Recreational 
Center March 15 that 
they are the “most impor-

tant people” in getting C-
BALL running.

The chairs’ mission 
includes raising $1,051 
each by collecting dona-

tions at board meetings. 
They’re also tasked with 
surveying local kids on 
what stars they’d like to 
see perform during C-
BALL halftime shows.
If C-BALL takes off, it could 
transform the youth commit-
tee sessions of the 12 Bronx 
community boards. With 
several sports and activities 
planned, multiplied by six age 
tiers – and by two for gender – 
Johnson foresees an explosion 
in meeting attendance. 

“I keep telling the 
youth chairs that soon 
you’re going to need a 
bigger place,” he said. 

Leaders of other after-
school programs in the 
Bronx welcomed the pos-
sible addition of C-BALL, 
which aims to keep kids 
off the street and get 
them more involved in 
their communities.

 “You’re just reach-
ing more kids, that’s 

what you’re doing,” said 
Alberto Rodriguez, the 
athletic director for the 
Kipps Bay Boys and Girls 
Club.

Joann Terrelonge, 
youth chair of CB 11, said 
she believes requiring 
kids to attend commu-
nity board meetings will 
tap into the youths’ lead-
ership. “We have a lot tal-
ented kids out here,” she 
said. “They just have to 
fi nd their identity.”

Johnson is confi dent 
some kids will be at-
tracted by the chance to 
have a voice on civic mat-
ters and to connect with 
their peers throughout 
the borough.

And, he said, there 
will be food: “Finish your 
homework, come to the 
meeting and have food.” 

“It’s only one meeting 
a month. It won’t hurt,” 
Johnson added. “I would 
go if I was a youth.”

Community boards behind youth athletic league

New C-ball league equals community

Representatives from community boards around the Bronx hail 
proposal for youth athletic league that also requires participation 
at local board meetings.
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The Wicked Wolf
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

Mother’s Day
Dinner Menu

Mozzarella Sticks with fries 

Chicken fingers with fries

Mini Sliders with fries

Mini Lamb Dinner
with mashed potato, turnips and lamb gravy

Pasta with butter or marinara sauce

Choice of Chocolate or Vanilla Ice-Cream
Unlimited Soda/Juice or Milk

$995

 Choose One                                                                                                         

Seasoned Fried Calamari
served with marinara sauce 

Sliced Tomato and Mozzarella
with frantoiano olives& roasted red peppers                                                                                     

Zucchini sticks
served with marinara sauce                               

Popcorn Shrimp
served with tartar sauce                                                                                                                                            

Baked Clams Oreganata                                                                                           
chopped clams mixed with seasoned breadcrumbs                                                                                                                 

Golden Fried Chicken Fingers                                                                                        
served with a honey mustard sauce                                                                                                           

Potato Skins Topped with Bacon & Cheddar                                                                                         
served with sour cream

      

 Choose One                                                                                                                            

Mixed Greens Salad with choice of dressing                                                                                                       
Caesar Salad served with croutons                                                                                             

Gorgonzola Salad with a sherry shallot vinaigrette                                                                                      
Manhattan Clam Chowder  Or  Chicken Noodle Soup                                                                        

       

 Choose One                                             

Succulent Roast Leg of American Lamb                                                                                    
served with lamb gravy                                                                                                                                      

10 oz. Filet Mignon ( add $5)                                                                                                                                 
served with a mushroom demi glaze                                                                                                                              

Roast Prime Rib of  Angus Beef  (add $5)                                                                                                                  
slow roasted & served with Au jus                                                                                                      

Chicken Franchise                                                                                                                                    
lightly battered & sautéed filet of chicken with a lemon butter sauce                                                           

Stuffed Filet of Sole                                                                                                                               
seasoned crabmeat wrapped around teder filets of sole 

with a light lemon butter sauce                                                                                  
Pistachio Crusted Salmon                                                                                                               

served with a Dijon mustard cream sauce                                                                                                  

Chicken Cordon Bleu
Breaded chicken breast stuffed with ham and cheese and served with

a light cream pan gravy

All above Entrees are served with a choice  of 
potato and creamed spinach and turnips                                                                                                                                         

Seafood Penne
shrimp, scallops, & sundried tomatoes in a mushroom cream sauce                                                                                                                                            

Sautéed Shrimp and Asparagus                                                                                            
sautéed shrimp, asparagus and fresh tomato over penne                                                      

Choose One                                                                                              
Carrot Cake, Bread Pudding, New York Cheesecake 

includes appetizer, salad, 
entrée, dessert, tea/coffee$35

This Menu Is Available A La Carte
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G I G A N T I C
S P R I N G
SUMMER SUIT SALE

PROMS • WEDDINGS • SPECIAL EVENTS

the largest selection in New York
SHOES

 $1999 $2999 $3999

Driving • Dress • Tuxedo • Fashion • Casual • Boys
Clarks • Steven Madden • Kenneth Cole • Florsheim

shop at Portabellastores.com
BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave - Portabella
320 Livingston - Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave - Portabella
5205 5th Ave - Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave - Portabella
294 Utica Ave - Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave - Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave - Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave - Fino
469 Fulton St. - Fino
5007 Church Ave - Fino

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd. - Portabella
2887 3rd. Ave - Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave - Portabella
66-96 Burnside Ave - Fino
2938 3rd. Ave - Fino
345 East Fordham Rd. - Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd. - Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave - Britches
1498 Parkchester Ave - Portabella
QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave - Portabella
3056 Steinway St. - Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave - Fino
Queens Center - Quails

YONKERS
Cross County Mall - Portabella
MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St. - Portabella
617 W. 181 St. - Portabella
120 W. 125th St. - Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave - Fino
One Park Avenue - Quails
NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St. - Portabella
Livingston Mall - Quails
Woodbridge Center - Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave - Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall - Quails

Prices effective thru May 12th.

SUITS $4999
We offer boys...big & tall

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE SUGGESTED PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everday Low Sale Price

 orig/sugg. sale NOW!
New Techno ............ $225 ........  $9999 .......... 3 for $225
Fashion Vested .......$350 .......  $13999 .......... 3 for $350
Merino Wool .......... $400 .......  $15999 .......... 3 for $400

Rentals from

$4999 Tuxedos
Buy from

$7999

adden  Kenneth Cole  F lorsheim

shop at Portabellastores com

Zania Cousins is 
your typical 12-year-
old — she loves vampire 
books, gymnastics and 
the color pink.  

But the Soundview 
wunderkind breaks the 
mold after that, as a 
young playwright, with 
an off-Broadway play 
performed by profes-
sional actors set to debut 
this month.  

And she has no com-
puter to call her own. 

She drafted the eight-
scene play entitled “Pink 
Friday,” originally a 
story, at the Clason’s 
Point Library, spending 
the winter months join-
ing a cadre of aspiring 
writers after school to 
craft stories.  

“I didn’t really expect 
an off-Broadway show,” 
said Zania, blushing.  “It 
was just a story I wrote 
inside a library.” 

But she also received 
help from Writopia Lab, 
a Manhattan-based non-
profit geared towards 
creative writers ages 
eight to 18.  

The after-school 
workshop at the library 
cultivates a child’s cre-
ative talent while en-
couraging kids like Za-
nia to join.

Zania’s “writing an-
gel,” as she put it, was 
Writopia executive di-
rector Rebecca Wallace-
Segall, who thought the 
Zania’s original story 
was strong enough to 
adapt into a play.  

But Wallace-Segall 
was even more im-
pressed by Zania’s ambi-
tion to finish her work. 

 “It was very emo-
tional to watch that 
journey,” said Wallace-
Segall.  

And as most writ-
ers learn the first time 
out — it’s better to write 
what you know.  So Za-
nia, the oldest of three 
siblings, pieced together 
a tale loosely based on 
her life.  

“Pink Friday” is a 
coming-of-age story fo-
cusing on the tug-of-war 
between a mother and 
daughter, set around 
the girl’s 13th birthday 
party.The mother wants 
to invite young children, 
much to the annoyance 
of the girl,  who wants 
teenagers attending.  

“It wouldn’t be a 
kid’s party for a 13-year-
old girl,” said Zania.  
“But the friend Rose 
convinces the mom to 
make the party more for 
13-year-olds.” 

Real life mom Paula 

Cousins was initially 
barred from reading 
“Pink Friday,” though 
she was relieved to see 
the negative portrayal 
wasn’t bad.  

“I thought she was 
going to have me as the 
wicked stepmother,” 
said Paula, still proud to 
see her daughter’s play 
produced.

Zania put the play’s 
finishing touches on 
during spring break, 
waking up early to work 
on it.  

“You can consider 
yourself lucky,” Paula 
told Zania.  “None of 
your friends are produc-
ers of an off-Broadway 
play.”  

“Pink Friday” will 
run at the Clurman The-
atre at Theatre Row in 
midtown Manhattan on 
May 8th.  General ad-
mission tickets are $20 

Bronx
neighbors

PROFILE

Zania Cousins

BIO BITS 
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IInternational Caterers  

at Guiding Star 
3243 Ampere Avenue 

Bronx, New York 10465 

Presents 

Mother’s  Dayy Brunch 

 
 

Sunday, May 12, 2013 · 12:00pm ~ 4:00pm 
 

$42.00 for adults, $20.00 for kids (5 to 12 years old), 
 4 years old and under free 

*all prices include tax & service charge 
 

Brunch to include: 
Breakfast and lunch items, carving station, continental station, salad 

station, dessert, juice bar, beverages, coffee, tea, DJ and dancing.  
   

We are now taking reservations. Seating is limited.  
 Please reserve your seat by Friday, May 10, 2013.   

Credit cards are accepted (MasterCard and Visa).   
Sorry no personal checks. 

           718-892-2989                                                      718-518-1381                
 
 

Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

We Also Have Ofiices in Manhattan and Queens
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264

City Parks Foundation wel-
comes all New Yorkers, 60 and over, 
to participate in CityParks Seniors 
Fitness.

 The Spring 2013 season of Se-
niors Fitness programs will begin the 
week of April 29, 2013, and will offer 
free tennis lessons, yoga instruc-
tion and fitness walking in 13 parks 
across the city.

All activities in this eight-week 
fitness program take place twice a 
week at each location through June 
21st. 

 Participants are encouraged to 
maintain regular attendance to maxi-
mize health benefits.

CityParks Seniors Fitness has 
served over 5,000 participants since 
it began in 2006 and aims to keep 
neighborhood parks a great place for 
community activity.  

The program encourages New 
Yorkers to maximize the health ben-
efits of staying active at all ages. 

Even in moderate amounts, exer-
cise can help participants feel better, 
maintain or lose weight, reduce risk 
of heart disease and diabetes, and 
minimize the symptoms of arthritis.

For more information about City 
Parks Foundation’s free Seniors Fit-
ness programs, please call the Sports 
Department at (718) 760-6999. 

All equipment and instruction is 
provided free of charge.  Sessions 
are one hour, twice a week.

The following is a detailed Bronx 
schedule for CityParks Seniors Fit-
ness for Spring 2013:

Pelham Bay Park
Yoga – Tuesdays/Thursdays at 

9AM - Middletown Rd & Stadium Ave
Soundview Park
Walking - Mondays/Wednes-

days at 9AM- Lafayette Ave between 
Boynton & Colgate

Yoga - Mondays/Wednesdays at 
10AM- Lafayette Ave between Boyn-
ton & Colgate

Van Cortlandt Park/Woodlawn
Yoga - Mondays/Wednesdays at 

9 AM - Woodlawn Tennis Courts Je-
rome Ave & E 233rd 

Walking - Tuesdays/Thursdays at 
9 AM -Woodlawn Tennis Courts Je-
rome Ave & E 233rd St

As in all of its programming and 
activities, City Parks Foundation 
partners with the New York City De-
partment of Parks & Recreation to 
improve neighborhood parks and the 
communities they serve.

 City Parks Foundation’s Sports 
& Fitness Programs offer free expert 
instruction to over 15,000 New York 
youth and seniors at over 60 loca-
tions citywide.

Founded in 1989, City Parks 
Foundation (CPF) is the only inde-
pendent, nonprofit organization to of-
fer park programs throughout the five 
boroughs of New York  City. 

 CPF works in over 750 parks 
citywide, presenting a broad range 
of free arts, sports, and education 
programs, and empowering citizens 
to support their parks on a local level.  
CPF’s programs and community 
building initiatives reach more than 

600,000 people each year, contribut-
ing to the revitalization of neighbor-
hoods throughout New York City. 

 For more details, please visit 
www.CityParksFoundation.org.

* * *
Community Board 10 is holding 

a health career fair for high school 
students at Providence Rest from 4 
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Thursday, May 9.

 The fair is being sponsored by 
CB 10’s Health & Human Services 
and Youth Services and Education 
committees.

 At the fair, young people think-
ing about careers in the health care 
field will be able to talk to health pro-
fessionals from some of the Bronx’s 
most prestigious hospitals and medi-
cal facilities. 

Representatives of these insti-
tutions in the medicine and health-
related sciences will be on hand to 
discuss career programs offered, 
qualifications needed, and future ex-
pectations and prospects. 

Providence Rest is located at 
3304 Waterbury Avenue.

 Please R.S.V.P. by calling Com-
munity Board 10 at (718) 892-1161 or 
e-mailing them at pcaruso@cb.nyc.
gov.

* * *
Co-op City Toastmasters 

welcomes one and all to its meetings 
held the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each 
month @7:30pm, unless otherwise 
noted. Mark your calendar for May 
meetings: May 2, May 16th @ 2049 
Bartow Ave., Bronx, NY  10475.  Free 
parking in Garage 5.

CityParks Seniors Fitness

MONSIGNOR SCANLAN 
GOLF CLASSIC MAY 14TH
Monsignor Scanlan High School Golf Classic 

& Buffet Reception will be held on  Tuesday, 
May 14, at the Centennial Golf Club in Carmel, 
New York, to benefi t the Monsignor Scanlan 
High School Academic Scholarship Fund.

Call (718) 430-0100, ext. 13 or ext. 58 for de-
tails.
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Opening Day at PBLLOpening Day at PBLL

BY DAVID CRUZ
The hallmark phrase 

“play ball” was fi nally 
heard at Naclerio Field last 
weekend as the Pelham Bay 
Little League held its long-
awaited opening day cer-
emony. 

Hundreds of little leagu-
ers, parents and organizers 
strolled down Crosby Ave. 
for the parade portion, a 
widely held tradition ush-
ering the start of a new sea-
son.  

But the delays, the result 
of a lumbering rehabilita-
tion project, has created 
yet another issue--a broken 
sprinkler system that could 
cost thousands to replace.  

“We don’t know the ex-
tend of the damage,” said 
Vinny Prestopino, head of 
the PBLL, impressed by the 
fi eld’s look though nervous 
he’ll have to dig it up.  

He’s pointing the fi nger 
at the city Parks Depart-
ment for rupturing the in-
ternal sprinkler network 
embedded in the three 
diamond-shaped fi elds on 
Westchester Ave.  

The land is legally owned 
by the Parks, which oversaw 
the upgrades.  

But Prestopino charged 
that crews intentionally 
damaged a portion of the 
system, running from the 
fi eld house and into the fi eld, 

to make way for its heavy-
duty equipment.  

“If the sprinkler system 
isn’t fi xed then the grass is 
going to wither up and die,” 
he said.  “All three fi elds 
aren’t getting watered be-
cause it’s one system.” 

The fi elds are getting 
hosed utilizing a fi re hy-
drant, though Prestopino 
considered the option a 
“bandaid to cover a gigantic 
wound.”  

Prestopino has vowed to 
continue the season for all 52 
girls and boys teams ranked 
within 10 divisions.  Each 
team will play 16 games this 
year, shortened from 20.  

But the news added a 

fresh headache to PBLL, 
having waited months to 
pressure the Parks Dept. to 
get something done.  

Prestopino, with col-
leagues Jimmy Scerbo 
and Lou Aurrchio, had 
been working the phones, 
demanding crews hurry 
up and fi nish the fi eld in 
time for the Mar. 29 season 
opener.  The project was set 
back for an entire month.  

But the delay is small 
compared to the entirety 
of the project that initially 
started in 2008 following a 
$200,000 grant by Council-
man Jimmy Vacca.  

The plan was put in the 
back burner as the Parks 

Dept. searched for a con-
tractor, a process that lasted 
several years.  

The project was picked 
up again in July last year 
with several requests by 
the Parks Dept. that cut in 
to PBLL’s original requests.  
Those included a $40,000 
backstop ordered to replace 
the original that allegedly 
veered from regulations.  

Compounding the plan 
was Superstorm Sandy bar-
reling into the Bronx, caus-
ing several trees to come 
down.  

But neighbors along the 
neighborhood pitched in, 
cleaning up leftover debris 
from Parks.  Prestopino was 

especially glad to see Joe 
Torione lend a hand, offer-
ing his contracting services 
pro bono.  

“He volunteered his 
whole company to remove 
the trees that was brought 
down by the hurricane,” 
said Prestopino.  

Meetings are now in the 
works between the PBLL 
and Bronx Parks Commis-
sioner Hector Aponte dis-
cussing who is ultimately 
responsible for footing the 
bill on the system.  

“They damaged it,” said 
Prestopino.  “So even if we 
bring in a private contrac-
tor they should be pay for 
it.”

(Above) Vinny Prestopino, head of the 
PBLL, walks with Tommy Messina and 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca, who allocat-
ed $200,000 towards the ball fi eld. 
(Insert) Four-year-old Dominic Iancono 
winds up the pitch at the PBLL. 

(Left) Blossoming out of this fi eld are 
the Tulips, one of 52 participating PBLL 
teams.  
(Right) PBLL’s Opening Day ceremony 
kicked off with a march along Crosby 
Ave.  (l-r) Here Joseph Saldiver, Daniel 
Saldiver, and Jack Lucas hold up the 
Navy blue banner ready to go. 

Photo by Walter Pofeldt 
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5TH ANNUAL WCS RUN FOR THE WILD

Bronxites stamped along the Bronx Zoo for the sake of saving the elephants at the 5th annual Run 
for the Wild.  Hundreds of participating runners and joggers helped raise funds April 27 to protect 
elephants from capture and illegal poaching.  Since 2009 the walk/run has raised nearly $3 million to 
keep the elephants thriving.  

(Above) Waves of runners dart from the starting line, enjoying a fresh walk/run along the Bronx Zoo’s 
grounds.  Photo by Laura Stone 

NYC SPRING PLANTING DAY

Volunteers from community and youth programs planted over 7,000 trees in the Bronx on Million 
Trees NYC’s Spring Planting Day on Saturday, April 27. The Parks Department joined 700 volunteers at 
Pelham Bay Park, who planted 7,725 trees at Turtle Cove and Rodman’s Neck. 

Castle Hill mentee Larissa Owusu (l) and her mentor from the Teak Fellowship Program Agatha Pat-
terson (r) are smiling and having a wonderful time planting trees together. Photo by Josiane Bauke

t

BRONX YMCA 
HEALTHY 
KIDS DAY

The Bronx YMCA hosted a 
Healthy Kids Day event with 
youth cooking demonstration, 
edible arts and crafts, family 
zumba, teen fi tness challenge, 
smoothie station and live mu-
sic on Saturday, April 27.  

Summer Lopez pays the music 
game hoping to win a prize.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista 

The American Cancer Society/ 
Relay for Life- Bronx chapter 
has everyone laughing at their 
comedy show and fundraiser 
dinner held at the Eastchester 
Road facility on Saturday, April 
27. Funds will benefi t programs 
and services to people stricken 
with cancer, and also go to-
wards research.

COMEDY NIGHT 
FOR AMERICAN 

CANCER SOCIETY

Comedian  Ventriloquist Dr. Bob 
Baker draws laughs from the 
crowd. Photo by Edwin Soto 

MORRIS PARK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION DINNER DANCE

Citations, proclamations and awards went to longtime educator Claudia Macek, principal for P.S. 83 
in Morris Park.  She was the guest of honor at the Morris Park Community Association dinner/dance 
celebration, now in its 39th year.  Macek was recognized for putting community fi rst in all her educa-
tional endeavors.  
Macek (c) holds up a slew of decrees, Macek rubs elbows with some east Bronx pols including (l-r) As-
semblyman Mike Benedetto, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Congressman Eliot Engel, Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, Tommy Messina, Sen. Jeff Klein and Tom Lucania with the Borough President’s Offi ce. 
Photo by Josiane Bauke



2
9

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   A

p
r

. M
ay

 3
-

9
, 2

0
1

3
     E

L
D

E
R

C
A

R
E

  

ELDERCARE TODAY
Many older men and 

women find the transi-
tion to a nursing home 
somewhat difficult. Se-
niors tend to see a move 
to a nursing home as a 
step toward surrender-
ing their independence, 
and this can be a diffi-
cult hurdle for seniors 
and their loved ones to 
overcome.

Adding to the dif-
ficulty is the fact that 
many move into nurs-
ing homes because their 
physical or mental sta-
tus requires the help 
of a professional nurs-
ing staff, leaving fam-
ily members with little 
to no recourse when 
aging relatives protest 
the move. But there are 
ways to ease a loved 
one’s transition into a 
nursing home.

• Keep a positive atti-
tude. The stress of mov-
ing an aging relative 
into a nursing home can 
be significant for all 
parties involved. But fo-
cusing on the positives 
of nursing homes, such 
as around-the-clock care 
and daily activities, can 
help aging relatives look 
at nursing homes in a 
new light. In addition, 
family members who 
familiarize themselves 

with nursing homes will 
begin to see they are of-
ten great places for aging 
men and women to so-
cialize with others their 
age while receiving the 
care and attention they 
need. When discussing 
the move to a nursing 
home, focus on these 
positives and your rela-
tive will be more likely 
to follow your lead.

• Choose a nursing 
home that’s close to 
home. One of the more 
difficult parts of tran-
sitioning to a nurs-
ing home is the notion 
that seniors are leav-
ing their lives behind 
once they move into a 
home. Choosing a nurs-
ing home that’s close to 
home and makes rou-
tine visits from friends 
and relatives possible 
enables seniors to main-
tain a connection to 
their current lifestyle. 
A home that is miles 
and miles away from a 
person’s support system 
can foster feelings of iso-
lation and loneliness.

• Plan trips with your 
loved one. Just because 
an aging relative lives 
in a nursing home does 
not mean he can no lon-
ger travel. If a relative is 
healthy enough to travel, 
include him on family 

trips and outings. This 
includes more routine 
events like weekly Sun-
day dinners, kids’ sport-
ing events, and other ex-
tracurricular activities. 
The more involved your 
aging relative is in the 
daily life of your family, 
the more likely he is to 
see the advantages of liv-
ing in a nursing home.

• Encourage your 
loved ones to take some 
personal items with 
him. When moving into 
a nursing home, seniors 
must leave behind many 
of their possessions. 
This is a simple space 
issue, as the rooms in 
a typical nursing home 
cannot accommodate 
a life’s worth of keep-
sakes and possessions. 
But that doesn’t mean 
seniors have to leave 
everything behind. En-
courage your loved one 
to bring along some pos-
sessions, such as his 
family photos, a favorite 
chair, or smaller memen-
tos from places he vis-
ited throughout his life. 
Such items can make a 
nursing home seem less 
antiseptic and more like 
a home.

• Set up an e-mail ac-
count for your loved one. 
If your loved one still 
has his mental health, 
then set him up with an 
e-mail account. This al-
lows your loved one to 
maintain daily contact 
with family and friends. 
Many of today’s nursing 
homes provide facilities 
where residents can ac-
cess the internet. If not, 
speak to the staff and 
ask if your relative can 
bring his own computer. 
If your relative will be 
able to routinely access 
the internet, consider 
purchasing a digital 
subscription to the local 
newspaper so he can fur-
ther maintain a connec-
tion to the community.  

Helping a loved one 
adapt to a nursing home

Our services are usually covered by Medicare, 
Medicaid, most insurers and private pay.

Dad survived  
his stroke.

His independence 
didn’t.

Now what? 
No matter what kind of home care your loved one needs, the  
Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) has you covered.  
We have skilled staff trained in managing specific conditions such  
as heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. We also  
offer private home care services such as companionship, meal 
preparation and personal grooming. This helps ensure continuity of  
care when you want or need care beyond what insurance covers. 
Whatever your loved one needs, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NOW  www.vnsny.org

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES
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Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York Medicaid program. 
Healthfirst Medicare Plan’s service area includes the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, Staten Island, and Nassau County. 
Plans may vary by county. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more 
information contact the plan. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network,  
premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B 
premium. Medicare Part B premium is covered for dual-eligible members with full Medicaid coverage. Premiums, copays,  
co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of extra help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.  
You may be able to get extra help to pay for your prescription drug premiums and costs. To see if you qualify for extra help, call: 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048, 24 hours a day/7 days a week; The Social Security  
Office at 1-800-772-1213 Monday through Friday between 7am and 7pm. TTY users should call 1-800-325-0778; or Your State  
Medicaid Office.

H3359_MKT13_78 Accepted 02092013

Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options allow you to 
stay at home knowing that you’ll get the care you need when 
you need it. 

With Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options, 
you receive at-home medical care and support, with plans 
such as CompleteCare (HMO SNP) and programs offered 
by Senior Health Partners (a Healthfirst company).  
The key benefit of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care 
is coordinated care. What this means is Healthfirst  
provides you with a Care Management Team that consists 
of a registered nurse, a social worker and a support  
coordinator, who work together to organize and oversee 
every part of your care. By streamlining and managing  
your care, Healthfirst makes getting the care you need 
simple to get and easy to understand. Some of the benefits 
of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options are:

  Professional and reliable nurses and home attendants 
that deliver the care and support you expect

  Special services including assistance with personal  
hygiene, bathing, feeding, adult day health care,  
home delivered meals, and a personal emergency 
response system

  Easy application process with Enrollment Specialists 
ready to walk you through every step 

 Care management plans that fit your specific needs

At Healthfirst, we’re more than just a health insurance company. 
We’re a team of people who deeply care about our members, 
because life events are something we all have in common. 
And since nothing in life is more certain than change, we work 
hard to bring you quality health care options and wellness 
support that changes throughout your life when you do.

Questions? We’re Here to Help. 
To learn if a Healthfirst plan is right 
for you, call 1-855-855-4365 
(or TTY:1-888-542-3821 for the 
speech or hearing impaired), 
7 days a week, 8am – 8pm. 
Or visit HFlongtermcare.org.
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Over 65?

If you are 65 or older and have Medicare, Healthfirst has 
several low- and no-cost health insurance options for you.

Healthfirst has a variety of HMO plans available to people 
with Medicare who also qualify for extra help from 
a low-income subsidy program. With most Healthfirst  
Medicare HMO plans, you can enjoy enhanced vision, dental 
and hearing care—all with no copays—plus extras like free 
round-trip car service to and from your Healthfirst providers.

Even if you only have Medicare, with Healthfirst’s 65 Plus Plan 
(HMO) you could have benefits like a $0 monthly premium, 

generic prescription drug coverage (Part D), and a number of 
extra benefits (like the ones previously mentioned) with no 
or low copays not covered by original Medicare.

Need Long Term Care at Home?

If you now need ongoing medical care and your daily 
health needs have become harder to handle alone—but 
you’re not ready to go to a nursing home—wouldn’t you 
want medical and support services that allowed you to 
maintain your independence and stay at home?  

Brooklyn, NY 
 circa 1942

It’s a fact that everyone ages. And the older we get, the more medical care and help we may need. 
However, finding a company who not only provides reliable care, but also shows respect 

and compassion for its members, is often harder than it should be. That’s why you should know 
about Healthfirst, a company with nearly 20 years of experience caring for New Yorkers.  

A respected partner for providing quality care, Healthfirst offers more than just health insurance.  
With wellness programs, community events and classes, Healthfirst provides members  

with a range of health-related support options for every stage of life.

Your Health Plan
Should Change
 With You
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502 E.163rd Street, Bronx, NY 10451 | 40-06 Astoria Boulevard, Astoria, NY 11103
Phone: 718.265.0684 | Fax: 718.441.6804 | www.ahscaringcommunities.org

About Us

Our Parent Company

At Home Solutions, LLC has been providing Home Care Services in your 
community since 2006. This new facility is part of a broader network of Home 

Care and Social Adult Day Centers designed to bring a feeling of community to 
you, no matter where you are; inside or outside of your home. 

AHS Caring Communities

AHS’ Caring Communities off ers programs at our secure, 
free-standing, state-of-the-art facility. 

Here you can enjoy increased comfort, safety, and independence.

OUR PROGRAM INCLUDES

OUR FOCUS
Strengthening the Mind

Strengthening the Body

Join us at AHS Caring Communities
“We do care”
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 Mrs. Frusciante was born on June 26, 
1934 in the Bronx to the late Anthony 
and Adeline (Pieretti) DeMaria. On 
January 17, 1954 she married Carl 
(DoDo) Frusciante. They owned and 
operated the Cozy Corner Candy Store at 
Morris Park and Hunt Avenue. Carl died 
on January 15, 2002. For many years 
before her retirement,  she also worked 
as a medical biller for Dr. Helen May in 
the Bronx.
 
She was 78 and is survived by her son 
Joseph Frusciante; her daughters, Lynn 
Passarelli and her husband Michael; 
Stephanie LaVerde and her husband 
Johnny, and Barbara DeMicco and her 
husband Anthony;. Other survivors 
include five grandchildren:  
Anthony DeMicco and his wife Kristine, 
Jennifer Melendez and her husband 
Victor;  Michael Passarelli, Christine 
Passarelli, and Anthony LaVerde and 
his wife Kerri; her great-grandchildren - 
Nicholas DeMicco, Julia DeMicco, Kaley 
DeMicco, Caitlyn Melendez, Jordan 
Melendez, Jarod Melendez, Sienna 
LaVerde, and Stella LaVerde; her twin 
sister, Juliet Gloria Pizzuto,  and many 
loving nieces, nephews, and friends. She 
was pre-deceased by her brother, 
Stephen DeMaria.
 
Visiting was Sunday, April 28 from 2-4 
& 7-9pm at Joseph A. Lucchese Funeral 
Home, 726 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx. 
Mass of Christian Burial was Monday, 
April 29 at 9:45am at St. Clare's Church, 
1027 Rhinelander Avenue, Bronx. 
Entombment followed at St. Raymond's 
Cemetery, 2600 Lafayette Avenue, Bronx. 
The family requests donations in  mem-
ory of Mrs. Frusciante, to be made to the 
Shriner's Hospitals for Children, Office 
of Development, 2900 Rocky Point Drive, 
Tampa, Florida 33607.

Camille Barbara Frusciante
a lifelong resident of the Bronx, died on April 26, 2013.

www.lucchesefuneralhome.com
This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)
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Montefiore Einstein
Center for Cancer Care

Montefiore Einstein Center for Cancer Care
1521 Jarrett Place • Bronx, New York 10461

Appointment encouraged but not necessary. No insurance necessary.
Call 718-862-8840 or visit www.montefiore.org/cancer/events for more information.

Offered by Montefiore Einstein Center for Cancer Care  
and the Division of Dermatology at Montefiore Medical Center

Melanoma does not discriminate.
People of any race, age or gender can be affected.

Melanoma is the deadliest skin cancer. In the USA alone, each hour,  
it claims one life. Early detection can save your life.

Stop by for a free total body skin exam 

Saturday, May 11, 2013  
9:00 am – 2:00 pm

‘Values in Action’ award recipient
Bon Secours New York 

Health System’s Schervier 
Nursing Care Center<http://
www.scherviercares.org/>, 
specializing in long-term  
and rehabilitation care in 
the Riverdale section of The 
Bronx, has named Sarah 
Brako, registered nurse, as 
its March 2013 Values in Ac-
tion award recipient.

Schervier Nursing Care 
Center’s prestigious Val-
ues in Action award is pre-
sented monthly to honor an 
individual who embodies 
the mission of Schervier and 
exemplifi es Bon Secours’ 
core values, namely deliver-
ing superior quality care 

and service to each resi-
dent with compassion, re-
spect, integrity and justice.  

Brako, a registered 
nurse at Schervier Nurs-
ing Care Center, was nomi-
nated for the award by her 
peers for her expertise in 
assessing changing medi-
cal conditions, working ef-
fectively as a key member of 
the interdisciplinary team, 
and consistently providing 
support to Schervier’s long-

term care residents.
“Sarah has made count-

less contributions to our 
community at Schervier,” 
said Stephen Kazanjian, 
Director of Mission at 
chervier. “She serves as 

a kindhearted nurse on a 
busy sub-acute unit, and 
is dedicated to optimizing 
the health of her residents. 
Sarah was selected for the 
quality and compassionate 
care that she continually 

provides to all of our resi-
dents.”

A Values in Action cer-
emony was held in honor of 
Brako on April 24, 2013, to 
celebrate her accomplish-
ments and positive impact 
on Schervier’s campus and 
its residents.  She was pre-
sented with a certifi cate 
of excellence, along with 
a small gift on behalf of 
Schervier by Kazanjian.

For more information 
on Schervier Nursing Care 
Center and the services it 
provides, including short-
term rehabilitation<http://
w w w. s c h e r v i e r c a r e s .
or g /s cher v ier -r eh abi l -
itation.html> and long-
term care in Riverdale, 
N.Y.<http://www.schervier-
cares.org/our-services-
schervier-nursing-care-
center.html?>, visit www.
scherviercares.org<http://
www.scherviercares.org/>, 
or its Facebook page for fre-
quent updates at www.face-
book.com/SchervierNursin
gCareCenter<https://www.
facebook.com/Schervier-
NursingCareCenter>.

SARAH BRAKO

Allstate Insur-
ance agent Antonio 
Velazquez, whose of-
fi ce is located at 2450 
Eastchester Road, has 
received the Agency 
Hands in the Commu-
nity Award for his com-
mitment to volunteer-
ing in the community. 
With this award came 
a $1000 grant from The 
Allstate Foundation for 
the Latino Scholarship 
Fund Inc in Danbury, 
where Velazquez volun-

teers.
“Antonio is an active 

and respected member of 
the business community, 
protecting people with 
insurance and fi nancial 
services products,” said 
Linda Collora, New York 
regional sales leader at 
Allstate Insurance Com-
pany. “He also makes a 
point of getting involved 
personally by dedicat-
ing his time and efforts 
to making a difference 
in people’s lives.

ANTONIO VELAZQUEZ

Hands in Community Award
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URGENT CARE
3231 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

URGENT CARE
5665 Riverdale Avenue

Bronx, NY 10471
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 The Monsignor Pres-
ton Chapter of the National 
Honor Society (NHS) wel-
comed 21 new members 
from the sophomore and 
junior classes to join the 
nationwide group of high 
school students who dem-
onstrate character, schol-
arship, leadership, and ser-
vice. 

In addition, 35 NHS 
members of the Class of 
2013 received recognition 
certifi cates.

 Senior Cristina Ianna-
rino, president of the Mon-
signor Preston Chapter, 
addressed members, new 
inductees, families and 
PHS faculty and students at 
the chapter’s induction cer-
emony on April 22nd.

 Iannarino emphasized 
the quality of leadership 

and the importance of ser-
vice to others. A special 
candle lighting ceremony 
followed signifying leader-
ship, service, character and 
scholarship.

Iannarino was joined by 
her fellow chapter offi cers: 
Theresa Mandile, Vice Pres-
ident; Khamini Persaud, 
Treasurer; Katarina Epino, 
Secretary; Yanette Rosario, 
Junior Vice President; and 
Kayla Marie Figueroa, Ju-
nior Secretary.

The induction ceremony 
featured Keynote Speaker, 
Sally Antonacchio, Owner 
and Executive Producer of 
The Artists Company, her  
reimagined vision of what a 
production company should 
be.

It was recently certifi ed 
as a Women Business Enter-

prise by NY State Depart-
ment of Economic Develop-
ment, Division of Minority 
and Women’s Business De-
velopment. Antonacchio, 
a long-time resident of 
Throgg’s Neck, spoke of 
her personal and profes-
sional successes and how 
they relate to the pillars of 
the National Honor Soci-
ety. Her triumphs in a fi eld 
dominated by men were of 
particular interest to the 
all-girl student body.  

The Monsignor Thomas 
Preston Chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society in-
ducted the following stu-
dents:

Sophomores: Anelis 
Acevedo, Antonella Carovil-
lano, Faith D’Erasmo, Mad-
eline Giannini, Danielle 
Kibler, Samantha Lauriola, 

Caitlyn Linehan, Emily 
Mitchell, Nadia Mushib, 
Keyra Navas, Erin Neville, 
and Dominique Padula.

Juniors: Chickadibia 
Agoha, Vanessa Amank-
waa, Devon Castiello, Ar-
jeta Cosaj, Amanda Cristo, 
Elizabeth Delaney, Gabri-
ella Doati, Sophia Ebanks 
and Victoria Siracusa.

Seniors: Laura Accia-

rino, Alyssa Cambria, Julie 
Casaccio, Mary Connolly, 
Kimberly D’Adamo, Adri-
ana Doati, Jasmina Dzurlic, 
Nwando Ekezie, Katarina 
Epino, Angela Fragale, Mad-
ison Gorman, Es-Pranza 
Humphrey, Cristina Ianna-
rino, Alyga John, Vincenza 
Lucciola, Theresa Mandile, 
Shena Marshall, Marissa 
Masi, Laura Mastropietro, 

Michaela Miraj, Fatima 
Morales, Valerie Moscoso, 
Alicia Musa, Dung Nguyen, 
Melinda Nikprelevic, Jas-
mine Oduro, Mariana 
Perez, Khamini Persaud, 
Annisa Raghunath, Nina 
Ramos, Christina Sassone, 
Jessica Signore, Diana 
Singh, Amber Vargas, and 
Emelina Virga

Honor society inductees

New members of Preston High School chapter of National Honor Society Yanette Rosario, Katarina 
Epino, Cristina Iannarino, Khamini Persaud, Theresa Mandile and Kayla Marie Figueroa with keynote 
speaker Sally Antonacchio.

PELHAM FAMILY DENTAL ARTS
www.pelhamfamilydentalarts.com

914.738.3606
“ Your Smile Is Our Art “

Providing the Highest Quality Dental Service in Westchester County

Participating in most
dental insurance plans.

If you do not have
insurance coverage, we 
offer 20% courtesy
discounts on most
procedures with this ad.
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Continued on page 47

All 165 St. Catharine 
Academy sophomores 
gathered in the SCA au-
ditorium April 24 to hear 
Ruth Pagirsky tell her 
personal survival story 
during the Holocaust. 

 Invited by the English 
department, Pagirsky is a 
member of the Speakers 
Bureau of the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage. 

 In preparation for the 
assembly students read 
Night, Elie Wiesel’s poi-
gnant account of his sur-
vival as a teenager in the 
Nazi death camps.  Like 
Wiesel, Ruth Pagirsky 
was a teenager when the 
oppression began.

In a soft spoken voice, 
Pagirsky, now 87, vividly 
recounted the loss of many 
family members, the vio-
lence she witnessed, the 
fear she experienced and 
fi nally liberation.  To 
the hushed audience she 
spoke of protection pro-

vided by a Christian fam-
ily and hiding in a forest 
for one month before land-
ing in a labor camp. 

She later obtained 
false identifi cation papers 
that stated she was Polish 
Catholic. 

 Born in Germany and 
deported to Poland at the 
age of 10,  Pagirsky spoke 
limited Polish.  There-

fore, for three years she 
pretended to be mute to 
hide her German accent 
and save her life.

There was hardly a 
dry eye in the packed au-
ditorium as students and 
faculty listened with rapt 
attention.  The sheer force 
of evil gripped them and 
their questions revealed 
a search for hope in the 
midst of utter darkness.

Pamela Udoye, sopho-
more class president, 
closed the morning as-
sembly thanking Pigar-
sky and asking if her 
classmates could gather 
around her for a photo 
“so that for many years to 
come we can revisit this 
day and remember the 
gift you have given us in 
sharing your story.”

St. Catharine Acad-
emy is an all-girl Catholic 
college preparatory high 
school founded by the Sis-
ters of Mercy in 1889.  SCA 
emphasizes academic ex-
cellence, global responsi-
bility, women’s leadership 
and service.

Survivor tells personal survival story as a young girl
St. Catharine Holocaust tale

Holocaust survivor Ruth Pagirsky (seated on left next to St. Catherine Academy President Sr. Patricia Wolf, gave emotional talk to stu-
dents about her experiences as a young girl.

BY FATHER
 RICHARD F. GROMAN
The Ball Is In Your 

Court, Mr. McDonald
Our Friend, The Honor-

able John C. Liu, currently 
Comptroller of the City of 
New York and a contender 
for the nomination of the 
Democratic Party to suc-
ceed Mayor Michael R. 
Bloomberg in January of 
2014, did not let us down  
--  “us” being the people of 
The Bronx overall and, in 
particular, the residents of 
Community Board #12 (The 
Bronx).  When approached 
by the Borough President of 
The Bronx, The Honorable 
Ruben Diaz, Jr., for his help, 
Comptroller Liu stepped up 
to the plate.  The help sought 
by Borough President Diaz 
was with the contract be-
ing offered by the New York 
City Department of Home-
less Services (N.Y.C.D.H.S.) 
to The Doe Fund, Incorpo-
rated to operate a homeless 
facility for two hundred 
(200) men in recovery for 
alcohol and/or chemical 
dependencies in the for-
mer Sergeant Joseph A. 
Muller United States Army 
Reserve Center (Muller 

U.S.A.R.C.) in the Wakefi eld 
section of Bronx Commu-
nity District #12.  Said con-
tract, for a term of twenty-
one (21) years and in the 
amount of ninety-one mil-
lion dollars ($91,000,000.00), 
was ready to be registered, 
an action delegated to the 
Offi ce of the Comptrol-
ler by THE CHATER OF 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK.  
Prior to the amendments 
to THE NEW YORK CITY 
CHARTER enacted in 1989, 
the Comptroller, by refus-
ing to register a contract, 
would effectively prevent 
the contract from being 
entered into by the City of 
New York.  After the 1989 
Revision went into effect, 
the Comptroller’s power in 
this area was weakened.  
Henceforth, the Comptrol-
ler could stop any munici-
pal agency from entering 
into any proposed contract, 
franchise, revocable con-
sent, or concession by pre-
senting in writing reasons 
for believing that there had 
been corruption in letting 
the contract or that the con-
tractor had engaged in cor-
rupt practices.  The Mayor 
would subsequently be re-

quired to respond to the ob-
jections of the Comptroller 
in writing and personally 
to make a fi nal determina-
tion regarding the contract.  
In response to concerns 
that a valuable check and 
balance upon the already 
substantial power of the 
Mayor was being removed, 
the Chairman of the Char-
ter Revision Commission, 
Frederick A.O. Schwarz, 
Jr., a close political and per-
sonal confi dant of the then 
Mayor, the late Edward I. 
Koch, as well as his Cor-
poration Counsel, retorted 
that no Mayor in his right 
political mind would ever 
move forward on a contract 
or other fi nancial arrange-
ment called into question 
by the City Comptroller on 
the taint and/or the suspi-
cion of corruption.  Begging 
your pardon, Mr. Schwarz, 
but while such may well 
have been true of your boss 

and buddy, Mayor Koch, 
you apparently never fore-
saw the likes of Rudolph 
W. Giuliani or Michael R. 
Bloomberg taking up resi-
dence at City Hall!

Comptroller Liu based 
his decision to reject the 
contract on alleged “ques-
tions concerning legitimacy 
of the required approval 
process represented to the 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development 
(“HUD”) in seeking ap-
proval for the project.”  The 
Comptroller stated that he 
had been “unable to verify 
whether the City properly 
followed federal regulations 
in the disposition of the for-
mer Muller Army Reserve 
Center” that is located at 
555 East 238TH Street/ Ne-
reid Avenue in Community 
Board #12 (The Bronx).

Before re-purposing a 
military facility for a non-
military function, the Fed-
eral Government requires 
that a Local Redevelop-
ment Authority (“L.R.A.”) 
recommend the best pos-
sible alternative use for 
the site.  In 2008, a three-
member L.R.A., consisting 
of the Deputy Mayor for 

Economic Development, the 
Deputy Mayor for Health 
and Human Services, and 
the Borough President of 
The Bronx, was constituted 
in order to consider uses 
for the Muller U.S.A.R.C.  
Mr. Liu asserted that it 
was unclear how the Lo-
cal Redevelopment Author-
ity (L.R.A.) came to an ul-
timate recommendation 
and that documentation 
evidencing the L.R.A.’s ap-
proval was not submitted 
with the proposed contract.  
Borough President Diaz has 
steadfastly maintained that 
no vote was ever held to de-
termine the L.R.A.’s fi nal 
proposal, which would be 
a violation of the Federally-
mandated process.

Not surprisingly, the 
Bloomberg Administration, 
in the person of Deputy 
Mayor for Health and Hu-
man Services Linda Gibbs, 
blasted Comptroller Liu for 
supposedly political she-
nanigans designed to fos-
ter his Mayoral aspirations 
while averring that, far 
from ignoring the United 
States Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment (U.S.H.U.D.), the City 

had extensively engaged it 
in all stages of the process.  
Interestingly enough, how-
ever, Deputy Mayor Gibbs, 
in issuing her political 
broadside against Comp-
troller Liu, never specifi -
cally denied and/or offered 
convincing evidence that 
Messrs. Liu and Diaz were 
wrong in declaring that no 
legitimate vote of the Local 
Redevelopment Authority 
(L.R.A.) was ever properly 
taken.  The end result is that 
it appears that the contract 
between The Doe Fund, In-
corporated and the City of 
New York to refurbish the 
Muller Center and to man-
age it as a homeless shelter 
is going full speed ahead.

While, in the fi nal analy-
sis, this issue may well have 
to be litigated, I would like 
to propose that all parties, 
especially those who will 
be liberally utilizing our 
hard-earned tax dollars, 
save our scarce shekels for 
a more wholesome and sen-
sible purpose than that of 
enriching attorneys.  The 
President and Founder of 
The Doe Fund, Incorpo-
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this amazing fundraising 
effort, especially since this 
was the fi rst Relay for Life 
hosted at the Mount.

 “Kudos to our students,” 
she said.  “Service is a way 
of life for our students, and 
when they decide to get be-
hind a project, nothing can 
stop them.”

made via check or money 
order payable to Tem-
ple Hatikva and sent to:  
Temple Hatikva, 1526 
Williamsbridge Road, 
Bronx, NY  10461. Temple 
Hatikva is located at 2440 
Esplanade/ For info call 
(718) 792-1109 or Temple-
Hatikva@aol.com. 

Mt. St. Vincent’s ‘Relay for Life’

Mental Attitude: Cogni-
tive Function and Exercise.  
Regular exercise as a child 
can result in improved cog-
nitive function at age 50. 
Exercise represents a key 
component of lifestyle in-
terventions to prevent cog-
nitive decline, cardiovas-
cular disease, diabetes, and 
cancer. Even low levels of 
exercise can have a positive 
effect on cognitive function.  
- Psychological Medicine, 
March 2013 

Health Alert: Insomnia 
and Heart Failure! Com-
pared to people with no in-
somnia symptoms, people 
who suffer from insomnia 
appear to have a three-fold 
increased risk of developing 
heart failure. - European 
Heart Journal, March 2013 

Diet: Lack of Sleep and 
Your Diet. People who are 
sleep deprived are more 
likely to choose both larger 
portion sizes and more calo-
rie dense meals and snacks 

than they would after a 
normal night’s sleep. - Psy-
choneuroendocrinology, 
February 2013 

Exercise: Stroke Survi-
vors and Walks. Taking reg-
ular brisk walks outdoors 
can help people recovering 
from a stroke to improve 
their physical fi tness, enjoy 
a better quality of life, and 
increase their mobility. The 
walking group in this study 
reported a 16.7% improve-
ment in health-related qual-
ity of life, and walked 17.6% 
further in a six-minute 
physical endurance test. 
They also had a 1.5% lower 
resting heart rate at the end 
of the study than they did 
at the beginning, while the 
non-walking groups rest-
ing heart rate went up 6.7%. 
The American Heart Asso-
ciation recommends stroke 
survivors do aerobic exer-
cise for 20-60 minutes, 3-7 
days a week, depending on 
fi tness level. - Stroke, March 

Students at the College 
of Mount Saint Vincent 
raised $21,000 for the Amer-
ican Cancer Society at their 
inaugural “Relay for Life” 
event this month. 

Over 250 students and 
their supporters attended 
Relay for Life that began at 
3 p.m. on Friday, April 19 

on the Great Lawn and fi n-
ished at 3 a.m. the next day.

 The event featured live 
music, games, and activities 
including a speech by New 
York Giants linebacker and 
cancer survivor Mark Her-
zlich. 

Cancer survivors and 

their care-givers were hon-
ored with a special Survi-
vor Ceremony Lap. 

Later in the evening, 
participants memorialized 
loved ones lost to cancer 
through the candle-lit Lu-
minaria Ceremony. 

The driving force be-
hind the event was Kristin 

Yanniello ‘13 of Kings Park, 
Long Island.

 The Student Govern-
ment President became in-
spired to bring Relay for 
Life to the Mount after ex-
periencing the loss of a fam-
ily member. 

“Relay for Life is a fun 
way to do something chari-

table,” she said. “It was 
amazing to have the whole 
campus – students, faculty 
and staff - rally together for 
a worthwhile cause.” 

Dianna Dale, Vice Presi-
dent for Student Affairs & 
Dean of Students, shared 
that the American Cancer 
Society was impressed with 

Health Update 
by David Kaseman, D.C.

2013 
Chiropractic: Bad De-

posits! Fibrin deposits (from 
lack of proper motion) form 
and build-up in and around 
joints and the surround-
ing soft tissue, resulting 
in chronic infl ammatory 
conditions. This can cause 
chronic pain and associ-
ated dysfunction of the joint 
complex. - Spine, 1987 

Wellness/Prevention: 
Maternal Diet. An impor-
tant predictor of the sever-
ity of respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV) in infants is 
what their mothers ate dur-
ing pregnancy. The most 
serious cases of RSV corre-
late with mothers who ate a 
diet high in carbohydrates 
during gestation. - Ameri-
can Journal of Respiratory 
and Critical Care Medicine, 
March 2013

David Kaseman, D.C. is 
located at 3505 East Tremont 
Avenue. For further infor-
mation call(718) 597-6400 .

Temple Hatikva an-
nounces its Second An-
nual Dinner-Dance to be 
held on Sunday, June 9 at 
6 p.m.. at the synagogue.  
They will be honoring 
their own chairman of 
the Board and outstand-
ing musician, Lenny 
Cherry.

They’ll be serving a full 
Kosher dinner, from salad 
through dessert. Enjoy an 
evening of dining, dancing 
and camaraderie.  

The cost is only $20 per 
person.  Reservations and 
payments must be made no 
later than June 4.  

Reservations may be 

Temple Hatikva Dinner 
Dance Sunday, June 9th

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

YOUR PROMOTIONS SUPERMARKET
 SINCE 1995

866.701.3263     718.969.3144
WWW.PROMOTIONALEMPIRE.COM

Corporate Gifts

Badges & Buttons

Electronics

Calculators

Computer Accessories

Eco Friendly Products

Pens (All Types)

Bags (Plastic/Paper)

Calendars

Water Bottles

Awareness Bracelets

Food Gifts

YOU NAME IT, WE GOT IT!!!
(We can customize your art, logo, messages on anything!)

CALL FOR FREE
CATALOG

866.701.3263     718.969.3144

 CORPORATE & TEAM

OUTFITTING
 Staff Shirts
 Giveaways
 Family Reunions
 School/Camps
 Organizations/Events

CUSTOM APPAREL
 T-SHIRTS
(Screen Printed or Embroidered)
 CAPS/HATS UNIFORMS
 JACKETS BACK PACKS
 BAGS TROPHIES

POPULAR BRAND 

WHITE TEE 

SCREEN PRINTED 

(1 COLOR) 

MIN. 144*

*SAME DEAL: 

SWEATSHIRTS $495 EACH

ONLY 

$295
EACH

Full Color
Magnetic Business Cards
10¢ each Minimum 1,000

Your Business Card
Their Refrigerator 

of 
the

2013

QueensCourier.com
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LJI JEWELERS SAYS

WAIT!
DON’T SELL YOUR GOLD

DON’T GET SCREWED

B
U
Y

P
A
W
N

AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

Pocket

M
or

e 
$ 

In
 Y

ou
r P

oc
ke

t M
ore $ In Your Pocket

Pocket

TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer

     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds

2) Then Come To LJI and Compare

     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot Higher!!!

3021 Westchester Ave.
Bronx, NY

718-931-1932

3645 Bruckner Blvd. BX
1 Block from Pelham Bay Station

347-851-3567

921 Broadway
Thornwood, NY
914-773-5500

www.ljijewelers.com

What ever happened to the days when people prided themselves on honesty and when 

their word was their bond? What ever happened to the days when people tried to help others 

instead of taking advantage of each other?

Today, we live in a very different world, but, thank God there are still places where you can 

go and still feel confident that you will always be treated fairly and more importantly, with 

honesty. One of these places is LJI Jewelers...they have been serving the Pelham Bay area 

for nearly 20 years. Aside from selling gold and diamond jewelry they do gold buying and 

pawning.

I’m sure you have heard of all the horror stories told by people who either sold their gold to 

gold buying stores or went to events in those convention centers and hotel conference rooms 

or who even sent their gold through the mail only to find out later that they got paid only a 

fraction of the money that their gold and diamonds were really worth. You hear this all the 

time, on the news or on the internet warning you not to go here or send your gold there.

When customers go to LJI to sell their gold or diamonds, they are pleasantly surprised, and 

in many cases stunned when they hear what they are offered. Some have even, believe it or 

not, been on the verge of tears. The customers always come back and send all their friends 

because they know they are being treated fairly, honestly and know they are getting the 

highest prices.

LJI always wants its customers to feel comfortable in knowing that the prices they are 

getting for their old gold is the highest price! LJI has put signs up in their stores encouraging 

people to shop around to see what offers they get for their old gold. Then, they want them to 

come back to LJI without saying what the other offers were, and then see how much more 

money LJI pays them.

So if you need to sell or pawn your old gold or diamond jewelery...

Go to LJI. You will come out with a big smile on your face.

REMEMBER OUR SLOGAN...



• Just About Taverns ........................................................................ 41

• Rock On The Bronx ........................................................................ 42

• Do You Remember: History of Beck Memorial Church ....... 43

Tai Chi and Hatha Yoga 
return to the serene lawns of 
Wave Hill as spring contin-
ues to blossom at the 28-acre 
public garden and cultural 
center overlooking the Hud-
son River  and Palisades. 
SAT, MAY 4; SUN., MAY 5    

FAMILY ART PROJECT—

TIME TO HATCH!

Who comes to life in the 
spring? Chicks! Tadpoles! 
Bunnies! Learn about differ-
ent spring babies and, with 
colorful clay, hatch your own 
baby critter in a make-believe 
scenario or mold a home for a 
family of critters.  Free, and 
admission to the grounds is 

free until noon. ECOLOGY 
BUILDING, 10AM 1PM

SAT, MAY 4

TAI CHI CHUAN

Quiet like a mountain, 
moving like a river, Tai Chi 
is a sequence of gentle move-
ments based on images found 
in nature. In this beginner-
level class, Irving Yee, an ac-
tive member of the William 
CC Chen Tai Chi School, will 
introduce students to the in-
ternal martial arts and pro-
mote an awareness of their 
health benefi ts. Sessions 
are held outdoors only and 
are weather dependent. Call 
718.549.3200 x245 by 8AM on 

the day of the class for pro-
gram updates. Session fee: 
Member $15/Non-member 
$23. Registration opens onsite 
at 9:30AM. PERKINS VISI-
TOR CENTER, 10 11AM

SAT, MAY 4 

FAMILY WALK: SPRING 

IN FULL SWING

Check out the hustle 
and bustle of activity as in-
sects, spiders, birds, snails 
and other garden creatures 
“spring” into action on a 
stroll through garden and 
woodlands with natural-
ist Paul Keim. Ages six and 
older welcome with an adult. 
Free with admission to the 

grounds. PERKINS VISITOR 
CENTER, 12:30PM
SAT, MAY 4; TUE., MAY 7

GALLERY TOUR

Join a curatorial fellow for 
a tour of Wave Hill’s spring 
exhibition, Drawn to Nature, 

which features the work of 
seven artists who use draw-
ing to convey a deep connec-
tion to the natural world. In 
the Sunroom Project Space, 
Matthew Jensen’s installa-
tion showcases found objects 

from the east and west coasts 
of the Bronx. Tours take place 
Tuesdays and Saturdays at 
2PM. Free with admission 
to the grounds. GLYNDOR 
GALM

Info:  (718) 549.3200. 

Tai Chi and Hatha Yoga participants.

Tai Chi and Hatha
Yoga at Wave Hill

 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

  A
p

r
. M

ay
 3

-
9

, 2
0

1
3

   
  4

0



4
1

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   A

p
r

. M
ay

 3
-

9
, 2

0
1

3
   

The Bronx Academy 
of Art & Dance presents 
its annual spring dance 
festival The Boogie Down 
Dance Series from Satur-
day, May 4 through Satur-
day, June 1, 2013 at BAAD!, 
841 Barretto Street in 
Hunts Point. The Boogie 
Down Dance Series claims 
the Bronx as a home for 
professional dance and 
takes its title from the bor-
ough’s nickname, The Boo-
gie Down.  

The festival features 
a powerful mix of home 
grown Bronx dance and 
dance from around the 
city, and presents a diver-
sity of dance in the Bronx. 

Tickets for concert 
costs $20 with discounts 
available for students, se-
niors, groups, Bronx Cul-
tural Card Holders and 
Hunts Point residents.

 Call 718-842-5223 or 
visit website: www.Bronx-
AcademyofArtsandDance.
org for tix, info and addi-

Boogie Down dance 

BY TONY
Lets talk about… ratings. 

We rate everything, credit. 
Movies. People. Cars. And 
let’s not forget, restaurants. 
The Dept of health rates our 
restaurants and taverns 
with a simple A, B, C, D, rat-
ing. A, being very good and 
D, a very not so good. These 
ratings are based on health 
and housekeeping of the es-
tablishment. Now here is 
where we have some fun, 
imagine if we call also rate 
the workers. For some of 
our taverns that might not 
be a good idea. Would you 
pass?  I would base the rat-
ings on, customer service 
and knowledge of alcohol. 
It still amazes me when I 
walk into a bar with a few 
customers and I wait awhile 
for the bartender to get off 
the cell phone, then you get 
that surprise question “can 
I get you something”. Do 
bartenders really know the 
difference between seltzer 
water and club soda? Pay 
attention now… lesson one. 
Seltzer water is carbonated 
water, nothing else. Club 
soda contains salt. The soda 
guns in our taverns only de-
liver seltzer.  Lesson two. 
Scotch and soda is scotch 

and seltzer, not scotch and 
grape soda or scotch and 
mountain dew. Trust me; I 
don’t make these things up.

        I would love to teach 
one of those bartending 
classes, I would make it 
pretty simple to follow… 
Leave your cell phone 
home. Say hello to the cus-
tomer, and most impor-
tant… fi ll the glass when 
it’s empty. I’m not picking 
on all our bartenders, some 
are the best around, the 
others need to change their 
profession or gain some ex-
perience.

’m starting to receive a 
few emails and I’d like to 
share a few.  How do I get a 
bartenders license? There 
is no such license that the 
State of New York gives 
out. I would like to buy an 
established tavern, any ad-
vice? Yes. Get your head ex-
amined. What do I do when 
a customer bangs there 
empty glass on the bar? Fill 
it up!

 Remember the old 

Shannon View bar on 2997 
Westchester av.?  Then it 
was Kate Daly’s. Now it’s 
called Area98, on Sunday 
May 12th they are hosting 
the 1st Annual Mothers 
Day Community Apprecia-
tion Celebration. The fun 
starts at 2pm and will in-
clude a sidewalk BBQ, pho-
tos, and a rose for all the 
Mothers, sounds great, let’s 
make sure the bar has dew-
ars also.

Freddy Flip Lando will 
be at Vivienne’s on Satur-
day May 18, get there early 
this place will get packed; 
yours truly will be there 
also. Friday at Vivienne’s 
will be D.J.Marie and Sat-
urday they have D.J. Roy.

My pal Gene Dinapoli 
will be performing his old-
ies show at Scotts Place 
Café on Friday May 3rd.

On Saturday May 11th 
Anthony Farino will be at 
Bistro 6, with his Sinatra 
and Friends show, call for 
reservations for this show

To all our Taverns… 
Please email me with any 
info that you would like to 
see in this column. Thebar-
man58@verizon.net

Peace out…see ya next 
week

Think you can’t afford a home?
Think Again!

FREE Homebuyers’ Workshop
Ridgewood Savings Bank

Community Board 12
4101 White Plains Road at 229th Sreet

May 14, 2013
6:15pm to 8:15pm

Learn more about SONYMA and Ridgewood’s 
Unique Affordable Housing Programs.

If you’re a first-time homebuyer, Ridgewood Savings Bank offers 
access to a wide range of affordable housing programs.  Join us 
and let our staff of knowledgeable professionals guide you 
throughout the entire homebuying and mortgage process.

�ree Refres�ments  �   Limited Seating
Call (718) 882-0440 to reserve your seat.

www.ridgewoodbank.com

EQUAL  HOUSING
LENDER Member FDIC

i

FREE Homebuyers’ Workshop
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Thomas Guido George Farr

Family Owned & Operated Since 1935

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

chfuneraldirectors.net

Traditional Funeral Services and Cremation 
Services for All Faiths

Prearranged & Prepaid Services
Centrally Located to All Major Highways

Ample Parking on Site

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Red Eye is back.... 
Locust Point director and 

screen writer Jerry Landi, 
producer Marc Makowski, 
Amuck Duck Films, and 
South Bronx EFX Works 
premiered “Bloodmarsh 
Krackoon,” on Thursday, 
April 25 at Bow-Tie Cine-
mas in Parkchester. 

The fi lm is a sequel to 
the locally produced Krack-
oon. The original fi lm is 
about a crack addicted mu-
tant raccoon, “Red Eye,” 
that attacks people in an 
east Bronx town, and ac-
cidently unravels a shady 
land deal organized by a 
corrupt mayor.

Bloodmarsh Crackoon 
picks up where its predeces-
sor left off and was fi lmed at 
local locations, including a 
Pelham Bay doctor’s offi ce. 

“It is different in every 
way from the fi rst,”  said 
Landi. “We have Playmate 

Cindy Guyer, as well as 
professional actors from 
the Bronx. Technically, 
we were using new high-
defi nition cameras, so the 
[picture] quality of movie 
increased. We hired a pro-
fessional cinematographer 
to work on this movie.” 

The plot of the fi lm cen-
ters around Red Eye, with 

Guyer’s character, Millie 
Rabbit, providing many of 
the laughs in the horror 
comedy as an outspoken 
resident of a retirement 
home where much of the 
fi lm’s action takes place. 

In addition to Guyer, lo-
cal and professional actors 
in Bloodmarsh Krackoon 
include Sal Amore, Joseph 
Ferri, Rosario Russo, and 
Martin Vanihel, 

Landi takes great pains 
to explain that Bloodmarsh 
Krackoon was almost an 
entirely Bronx-based effort. 
He said that about many of 
the actors and about 95% of 
all services purchased for 
the fi lm shoot came from 
Bronx vendors. 

The fi lm is serving as a 
spring-board into a new lo-
cal fi lm studio that Landi 
and several others are 
founding on Stillwell Av-
enue in Morris Park. 

“We are going to have a 

fi lm wing of the studio for 
people who want to come 
and shoot their fi lms,”  he 
said. “Then we are going 
to have an industrial divi-
sion which is going to do 
commercial work,” for busi-
nesses and non-profi ts. 

Education projects will 
also be part of the new stu-
dio, which is still in the 
planning phase with Landi 
and his partners beginning 
to purchase equipment and 
get rolling. Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj was a big help 
in securing the location, 
said Landi. 

The two Krackoon fi lms 
highlighted what the Bronx 
has to offer to potential in-
vestors in the fi lm studio, 
he said.  

“We showed people what 
we could do here, just using 
Bronx talent and locations,” 
he said. “We want to mine 
the talent that is already 
here in the Bronx.” 

Bronx-made Krackoon sequel premiers

The movie poster for Bloodmarsh Krackoon (Krackoon 2) is seen 
here.  courtesy of Jerry Landi 

Bloodmarsh Krackoon direc-
tor Jerry Landi, . courtesy of Jerry 
Landi 

Red Eye strikes again 

ITEM: This is it! The 
show you’ve heard so much 
about. One night only! Just 
Nuts Party Band with special 
guest Number One Billboard 
Songwriter Ron Rogers; 
“Deputy of Love”, “A Night 
in New York”, and “Don’t 
Play with my Emotions” 
also dance all night with DJ 
Magic. There is no cover, 
valet parking, 2 large bars, 
dance fl oor and couches but 
you need to reserve table res-
ervations. All happening on 
Friday May 17th Antonette’s 
of East Hills 290 Glen Cove 
Road Roslyn Heights NY. 

ITEM: Lisa and Jay at 

The Starving Artist Gal-
lery in City Island on Friday 
June 14th

ITEM: Jann Klose at 
Rockwood Music Hall on 
May 4th.

ITEM: Caught a recent 
screening of a fun fi lm! 
“Bloodmarsh Krackoon” is 
a feature length horror com-
edy written and directed by 
Jerry Landi and produced 
by Marc J. Makowski. Both 

fi lmmakers are lifelong 
residents of the Bronx. The 
fi lm is a co-production be-
tween Landi’s Amuck Duck 
Films and South Bronx EFX 
Works, co-run by Makowski, 
the producer of “Slime City”, 
its sequel “Slime City Massa-
cre”, and “Snow Shark: An-
cient Snow Beast”. The fi lm 
serves as both a sequel to and 
a reboot of Landi’s previous 
fi lm, “Krackoon” which won 
Best Horror Feature and 
Best Cult Feature at the New 
York International Indepen-
dent Film and Video Festival 
in 2010. Rock on. Rock out.
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History of Beck Mem’l Church
The village of West 

Farms had been growing 
and when it reached a popu-
lation of 300, some members 
of the Presbyterian Church 
thought it was time to have 
their own church and min-
ister.  Dr. Gardiner Spring, 
the pastor of the Brick 
Church, and Robert Lenox 
acting as advisors met on 
August 14, 1814.  Robert Giv-
en, James Bathgate, Caleb 
Pell, Ebenezer Waterbury, 
John Gillespie and James 
Renwick were chosen as the 
first trustees and by the fol-
lowing year construction 
on a church building began 
on 180th Street opposite the 
current edifice.  

Rev. Isaac Lewis was 
installed as the first pas-
tor and divided his time 
between his existing con-
gregation in New Rochelle 
and the new church in West 
Farms.  

He served for four years 
and was replaced by a series 
of ministers beginning in 
1819 with Rev. Truman Os-
borne and all serving pro 
tem until Rev. Joseph D. 
Wickham was officially in-

stalled as the second pastor 
in 1825.  He was succeeded 
by Rev. George Stebbins in 
1829 and a long line of pas-
torships ensued.  

There were some hard 
times and the building was 
almost foreclosed when the 
school teacher, Miss Nancy 
Leggett, and her assistant 
Miss Ann McGregor, inter-
ceded by walking all the 
way down to Broome Street 
in lower Manhattan to con-
sult with a wise pastor.  The 
pastor of the Spring Street 
Church was so taken with 
their long walk and humili-
ty that he instantly began to 
conscript funds for the West 
Farms church starting with 
his own personal donation.  

When Charles Bathgate 
Beck passed away on Octo-
ber 11, 1893 his estate was 
valued at approximately 
five million dollars, most of 
which was left to worthwhile 

charities.  He also directed 
that $28,000 be given to the 
First Presbyterian Church 
of West Farms of which he 
was a trustee.  $3,000 was 
to pay off their mortgage 
and $25,000 to be invested 
and applied to the future 
needs of the church.  He also 
left $100,000 to erect a new 
church across the street 
from the current building 
on 180th Street in memory 
of his mother, Janet B. Beck.  
The new church was built 
at 980 East 180th Street and 
dedicated in 1895.  The name 
of the church was changed 
from the First Presbyterian 
Church of West Farms to 
the Beck Memorial Church 
in 1910.   

The first big event at 
the new church was the cel-
ebration of the centennial 
of their founding on May 
10, 1914 starting with a me-
morial service by Rev. Dr. 

Charles Payson Mallery, the 
pastor emeritus who served 
from 1885 to 1907, and was 
well-familiar with its his-
tory. He detailed the history 
of the church from its begin-
ning to that point in time. 
The celebration continued 
later that day with talks by 
Rev. Howard Duffield, Rev. 
Dr. David Gourley Wylie, 
and Dr. George Alexander 

representing the Presbytery 
of New York.  John H. Fin-
ley, the State Commissioner 
of Education, was the final 
speaker of the day but the 
celebration continued with 
special speakers each day 
for the rest of the week.  

The church is now in 
total disrepair and it would 
take major renovation work 
to restore it to its former 

beauty.  The support wall 
for the front steps is closed 
off with a wooden barricade 
and windows are broken 
or missing.  Even the wood 
trim in the upper part of the 
church is rotting away.  It 
would be a great loss to see 
the grand old structure de-
molished.  Hopefully some 
wealthier church will come 
to the rescue.  

This old photo of Beck Memorial Church also shows the cemetery monuments still in place.   I went by 
there a couple of weeks ago with Tom Casey and the church is now in a state of disrepair.  It would take 
quite a bit of work to restore it to its former beauty.
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BY JOSEPH ODDO
Reminder: The Pelham 

Bay Taxpayers And Civic 
Association will hold its 
next monthly meeting on 
Tuesday, May 14, 2013. The 
meeting will be held in the 
Cafeteria of the Saint The-
resa School located at the 
corner of Saint Theresa Ave. 
and Pilgrim Ave. The room 
will open at 7:00pm for cof-
fee and cake with the meet-
ing starting at 7:30pm. The 
speakers will be Senator 
Klein who will update us on 
the new state budget, and 
Councilman James Vacca 
who will address transpor-
tation issues and commu-
nity relations. Please make 
it a point to attend this very 
important meeting. And as 
always please bring your 
questions and comments 
along with one or more of 
your friends.

At our last meeting 
Mike Grubiak from Sena-
tor Klein’s offi ce extended 
the Senators best wishes to 
our membership and com-
munity. Prior to the start of 
the meeting Mike also con-
fi rmed the Senators avail-
ability to attend our May 
meeting and discuss with 
us the States new Budget 
and how it will impact our 
communities. He also spoke 
on the need under the 2013-
14 State Budget for home 
owners who are receiving 
a Star real estate tax reduc-
tion to reapply in order for 
the deduction to be contin-
ued. This recertifi cation is 
necessary so that the State 
may more effectively and ef-
fi ciently weed out individu-
als who may be receiving a 
Star tax reduction on more 
than one property. The re-

duction has always been in-
tended to be granted if eli-
gible to a taxpayers primary 
residence. Sorry vacation 
homes were never eligible 
for this program.

 It is worth repeating 
that Anita Valenti and many 
others association members 
brought to the attention of 
Councilman Vacca’s repre-
sentative the dire need to 
address the traffi c conges-
tion that plaques our high-
ways and locale streets. We 
were advised that people 
are aware of this problem 
and they were studying it. 
A number of our members 
intensely  pressed the is-
sue further. There was and 
is a very strong sentiment 
that the need for traffi c en-
hancements should have 
been addressed prior to the 
respective start of construc-
tion on the 911 call center 
to be located near Stillwell 
Ave. and Pelham Parkway, 
the new mall to be located 
on the grounds of the Whit-
estone Movie Theater Com-
plex, the Targets Mall to be 
located on the grounds of the 
Post Offi ce distribution Cen-
ter near Brush Ave and the 
Macy’s Mall to be located at 
Co-op City. 

The Bronx Times Re-
porter in its last edition has 
reported that a study of the 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
traffi c problems will com-
mence shortly. Councilman 
Vacca was also quoted as 
saying that the traffi c prob-
lems on the Hutch have been 
getting progressively worse 
for years. Well, that is true 
and for years the Pelham 
Bay community along with 
Co-op City, Throggs Neck, 
Country Club, Spencer Es-

tates, Morris park, Ferry 
Point, Hunts Point, Morri-
sannia, Melrose, Allerton, 
Gun Hill, Bedford, Ford-
ham, Parkchester, and  all 
the communities along the 
Cross Bronx Expressway 
have been complaining of 
the impossible traffi c con-
ditions that we are forced 
to live with.  Long before 
James Vacca was elected 
Councilman or hired as the 
district manager for Com-
munity Board 10 the seeds of 
the destruction of our com-
munities were sown. This 
destruction has been and is 
not only an assault on our 
quality of life. It is also an 
assault on our economy, our 
health and well being. Every 
man, woman, and child who 
lives, works or visits us is 
compromised by the traffi c 
which fl oods our communi-
ties. We are all being force 
feed exhaust fumes and 
ozone into our lungs, brains, 
hearts, and arteries. All be-
cause our Departments of 
Traffi c, State and City, are 
afraid to tackle the issues 
which have for to long been 
ignored. After all, the re-
sults of this malfeasance af-
fects communities which in 
some circles may be viewed 
as dispensable. Well, to the 
Pelham Bay Taxpayers no 
community is dispensable. 
If you are a member of any 
of the afore mentioned com-
munities you are welcomed 
to attend our next meeting 
and lend your voice for bet-

ter roads, highways and 
an improved and healthier 
Bronx.

 One of the answers to 
our traffi c problem is read-
ily available. It has been 
since before the building of 
the Cross Bronx Express-
way. Along with the Cross 
Bronx Expressway and the 
building of the Whitestone 
and Throggs Neck Bridges, 
a sister bridge was included 
in those plans and the ap-
proaches to that bridge were 
in fact built. The bridge was 
planned , approved, funded 
and never built.

So from the very begin-
ning the traffi c which comes 
through our communities 
was and is much more than 
planned for. Much of this 
traffi c was never meant 
to travel on our roads and 
highways. 

It is time for all of our 
elected offi cials to fi ght the 
good fi ght and get this bridge 
over Long Island Sound or 
a tunnel under it built. Not 
only will our communities 
and industries be blessed 
by this traffi c improvement 
but many industries and 
citizens of Long Island and 
Queens will also blessed.

It is worth repeating in 
recognition of the fact that 
almost all of us are not traf-
fi c engineers, I suggest that 
we look to the recent experi-
ence of the Big Dig up in Bos-
ton for guidance. The Big 
Dig during its time was the 
biggest highway construc-
tion project in the country. 
It called for taking traffi c 
off the streets of downtown 
Boston and redirecting it 
underground into a series of 
new tunnels and across new 
bridges that take the traffi c 

out of Boston. Sounds good, 
well it was plaqued by one 
problem after another. Cost 
overrun after cost overrun, 
and after it was fi nished and 
being many billions of dol-
lars over budget some of the 
tunnel ceilings began to fall 
down onto the traffi c below. 
The tunnels were taken out 
of service for days, and their 
ceilings redesigned and re-
placed.

Well, lets just say there 
were many questions that 
needed to be answered. It 
was at this junction that 
NASA ( the National Space 
Administration) an impar-
tial organization with many 
billion dollar projects in its 
portfolio decided to take a 
look at what went wrong 
with the Big Dig. They were 
eager to learn from Boston’s 
mistakes. NASA set out to 
do a forensic management 
audit. Their fi ndings were 
pretty simple. What they 
found was that when all 
stake holders were involved 
from the very beginning in 
the preplanning, planning, 
plan preparation, bidding, 
construction and remedia-
tion of unforeseen problems 
things went well. The crafts-
manship was of a high qual-
ity. The unforeseen problems 
were minimal. And, the cost 
overruns were minor. When 
all the stake holders were 
not involved from the very 
beginning the craftsman-
ship was poor, unforeseen 
problems were high. And, 
cost overruns were high and 
unpredictable. 

On that note it suffi ces 
to say that from the very be-
ginning of any project, the 
Community Board, Mem-
bers of the impacted Com-

munities, Department of 
Transportation Representa-
tives, Elected Offi cials all 
need to be involved in the 
preplanning, planning, and 
implementation of a project 
/ development. It should be a 
given that no segment of our 
community whether they be 
Members of the  Community 
Board or Members of im-
pacted Communities can be 
marginalized. 

It is respectfully sug-
gested that the following 
recommendations be im-
plemented as soon as pos-
sible. That the Department 
of Transportation  solicits 
from the Community Boards 
and members of impacted 
communities input prior 
to deciding to approve or 
disapprove a change to our 
streets, avenues, signage, or 
traffi c calming device.

Furthermore it is rec-
ommended that the State of 
New York fi nd the means to 
install an exit and entrance 
off the Hutchinson River 
parkway going directly to 
and from the Metro Center 
and the Macy’s mall as sug-
gested by the Chairman of 
Community Board 10 John 
Marano.

Last but not least that the 
Bronx community demand 
from our elected offi cials 
the completion of the bridge 
/ tunnel over Long Island 
Sound. This is a non nego-
tiable imperative! 

The Pelham Bay Taxpay-
ers And Civic Association 
can be reached by mail at 
Post Offi ce Box 610233, Pil-
grim Station, Bronx New 
York 10461. Our meetings 
are open to all especially if 
you are new to our commu-
nity.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
 The Flag replacement  

at St. Raymond’s Ceme-
tery will be on Saturday, 
May 18. Meet at the Post 
at 10:00 AM. All you volun-
teers, don’t make me come 
looking for you!

 The Post BBQ will be 
held on Saturday, May 25 
at 1 PM. This happening 
will take place on our La-
nai. The usual BBQ fare 
will be served and the cost 
is $20.00 per person.

 Again with the stars! 
Mickey Rooney served 
during WWII and is a 
member of American Le-
gion Post 43 in Hollywood, 
California.

 Here’s another super 
Trivia Fact from my 7th 
degree black belt in trivia, 
Joe Cusimano. On April 
27, 1805, the Marines took 
Derna. 

This was during the 
war with the Barbary 
Coast Pirates  who were 
taking our ships and hold-
ing them for ransom. 

A few Marines and 
some locals under their 
leadership took the city of 
Derna. O. K. Derna was a 
city on the shores of Trip-
oli. Tripoli was the name 
of the country we now 
know as Libya. So, in the 
Marine Hymn, they are 
not singing about the city 
of Tripoli, but, the coun-

try.
 George Brins, George 

Amato and I attended a 
farewell gala for Joan 
Wadman at JP’s in City Is-
land. There approximately 
50 people in attendance. 
Joan was a hard work-
ing asset in the Bronx 
County American Legion, 
There wasn’t a question 
she couldn’t answer and 
many Legion notables in  

the Bronx owe a debt of 
gratitude to her for attain-
ing their prominence. She 
will be missed.

Trivia Time!! 
John Wilkes Booth 

was shot dead on April 26, 
1865. 

The Marines took 
Derna on April 27, 1805. 
See above.

 Babe Ruth Day was 
held at Yankee Stadium on 
April 27, 1947.

 The zipper was pat-
ented by G. Sundback on 

April 29, 1913
 On April 30, 1945, 

Adolph Hitler killed him-
self. What took so long!

 Your minds are now 
boggled so keep the troops 
in your prayers, hug a vet 
and God bless.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
How does zoning affect 

your quality of life?  Come 
to the Public Hearing on 
zoning to fi nd out.  It will be 
held on May 9th at PS 14 at 
7:30 pm.  

This is your opportunity 
to learn about important 
zoning issues and to tell our 
local politicians and mem-

bers of city government 
how you feel about zoning 
issues that negatively affect 

our quality of life.   Come 
out and be a part of making 
changes that will protect 
the residents of our com-
munity.  

We worked together suc-
cessfully to change the zon-
ing in 2008 and we can do it 
again.  We hope to see you 
on May 9th.  
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Borough Pride
celebrate

BRONX
WEEK
2013

in the Friday, May 17th Bronx Times Reporter AND
Sunday, May 19th NY Post/Bronx Weekly

AT ONE LOW RATE
Showcase YOUR business, service,

organization or just your PRIDE in the community.

during
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Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
There is no known rea-

son why the United States 
did not send its abundant 
air, sea, and land forces to 
rescue Ambassador Ste-
vens and the other Ameri-
cans who were killed in 
the terrorist attack on our 
outpost in Benghazi, nor is 
there any valid reason why 
repeated requests for addi-
tional security before the 
attack were turned down.

That’s not an idle opin-
ion—that’s the conclusion 
of the man who was in 
charge of security for the 
compound in the weeks pre-
ceding the assault. 

   I and fellow COMACTA 
member Larry Allison 
spoke directly with that in-

dividual, Special Forces Lt. 
Col. Andrew Wood, who is 
now retired, during our re-
cent radio show. Col. Wood 
personally requested ad-
ditional security for the 
site, and was turned down 
without any valid reason.  
He also requested that his 
tour there be extended, and 
again was turned down 
without reason. 

Col. Wood observed that 
security at the site was be-
ing weakened, despite the 
obvious existence of ex-
traordinary threats. Along 
with an organization en-
titled “Special Operations 
Speaks,” he is attempting 
to force Congress to begin 
a Watergate-style joint in-
vestigatory committee to 
answer several vital ques-

tions, including:
1.Why security was 

weakened at the Special 
Mission Compound;

2. Why the White House 
did not allow the military 
to help after the attack be-
gan. Asked why the U.S. 
didn’t use its substantial 
military assets in the re-
gion to rescue our Beng-
hazi personnel, Col. Wood 
replied that “That will re-
main a mystery until we 
get more people to come for-

ward and speak as to what 
happened and answer as to 
what happened…I know as-
sets where available, I know 
I was able to access assets 
should something have gone 
wrong while I was there.  I 
was told these assets were 
on standby…why they were 
not used during this event 
is just maddening to me…I 
can’t understand it, it left 
Americans in harm’ way.  It 
leaves them to be destroyed 
by their enemies as other 
Americans stood by and 
watched, which is totally 
wrong and totally against 
anything we have ever 
done.”

3. Why the overtly false 
excuse of a response to an 
obscure video as the rea-
son for the attack was ex-

tensively used by the White 
House. Asked about the 
White House’s comments 
that a little-known video 
was the cause for the at-
tack, Col. Wood replied 
that the Administration’s 
month-long insistence on 
blaming the almost totally 
unknown video for the as-
sault indicated that “some-
thing just isn’t right…some-
thing went wrong….[either] 
its simple ineptness…or 
something went wrong and 
somebody is trying to cover 
it up…somebody may have 
been doing something they 
shouldn’t have been trying 
to do. ..the whole idea of the 
video as an excuse strikes 
me as somebody trying 
to cover something up as 
well…”

   There is a temptation 
to view this as just another 
Washington scandal.  That’s 
incorrect. It involves not 
just the unnecessary loss 
of American lives, includ-
ing an ambassador, but an 
entire pattern of deception, 
incompetence, betrayal, 
and an abuse of power that 
makes Watergate look like 
a walk in the park.  It is an 
impeachable offense of the 
fi rst order, involving the 
President, former Secre-
tary of State Clinton, and 
others. 

Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
sponsored radio broad-
casts, and visit our website 
at comactainc.com. 

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
It’s offi cial – I am now a 

Certifi ed Master Composter 
effective April 13.  I’m ex-
cited on a number of levels: 
First, I completed something 
I started.  Secondly, I can 
now go out into the Throggs 
Neck community and spread 
the word about composting.  I 
will admit, I do have to brush 
up on the worm bin proce-
dures, but I am so excited 
and proud to be a part of this 
group.  I will be participating 
in the Westchester Square 
BID’s Earth Day celebration, 
which was rescheduled for a 
date to be announced, which 
is hopefully soon!  I did help 
Junior from the NY Com-
post Project with tabling at 
the Pelham Bay Park Earth 
Day Event on April 21 and 
it was so much fun.  What I 
was very impressed about 
was that every time I asked a 
child “why would we keep a 
worm bin?” they may not all 
have answered in the same 
way, but each of them knew a 
good reason why.  And every 
one of them wanted either 
their parents or their teach-
ers to start a worm bin so 
they could recycle their food 
scraps so that the soil could 
be healthier because that is 
what will save the planet.

I remember when I was 
a child, I wanted to be in the 
kitchen with my mother, I 
wanted to help her in the 
kitchen.  But my mom would 
always say, “Just watch me 
and you’ll learn”.  I love my 
mother, but I think that was 
a big mistake.  I wish she 
had encouraged my desire 
to get in the kitchen with 
her, share the experience of 
making food for our family 

and sharing a bond that goes 
down generations.  But my 
mother was a “typical house-
wife” in the 60’s who found 
solace in the convenience 
of canned vegetables and 
shrink wrapped meat from 
the grocery store.  

We were a restaurant 
family, my maternal grand-
mother had two sisters and 
one brother who owned res-
taurants, cooking food to-
gether should have been a 
source of a bond between 
us, but it never was.  As an 
adult I can look back now 
and see how that disconnect 
affected our relationship to 
each other, but also to food.  I 
may be an advocate of the lo-
cal food movement now, but I 
was like everyone else.  Food 
was just something I ate.  I 
obviously don’t feel that way 
any longer!  What’s even bet-
ter is that I see that I’m not 
the only one – when I men-
tioned that you put the peels 
from carrots and potatoes 
“after you help your mom or 
dad get dinner ready” into 
the worm bin, EVERY kid 
was excited about not only 
cooking with their parents 
but about the idea of turning 
these scraps into something 
that made the soil healthier.  

One more thing - In light 
of the recent tragic explosion 
in a West, TX fertilizer plant, 
I would like to remind every-
one that compost does not 
explode.  Yes, you can cook 
a baked ham in a compost 
pile, it will take 10 hours, 
but that compost pile will 
never explode.  It may steam 
a bit when you dig into the 
warmth below, but it will 
never explode.  It may go on 
fi re, as it did recently in Dela-

ware (and there was a mulch 
fi re in New Jersey last week 
also) because it is made of or-
ganic materials, but it won’t 
explode.  

The story about the acci-
dent has probably been pro-
cessed through the 24 hour 
news cycle by the time you 
read this.  I wonder if any-
one has thought about this 
from any angle other than 
the tragic loss of human life. 
Was this just a factory that 
exploded or was it what the 
factory made?  Why would 
fertilizer, of all things, the 
substance that farmers 
spread on their fi elds to in-
crease their harvest so that 
they can feed more people 
be cause for concern?  Why 
bring it the fact that compost 
does not explode?  

Because when we say 
“fertilizer” we are using a 
generic term.  Compost is a 
fertilizer; manure is one, as 
is chicken poop.  If you have 
a worm bin, that’s fertilizer 
too.  What we’re talking about 
here is Chemical Fertilizer 
which is altogether different.  
During World War II, our 
country worked together in a 
united and enormous war ef-
fort and boy did we produce.  
At the end of World War II, 
the government found itself 
with a surplus of chemicals 
used for the art of war.  Be-
ing a resourceful people, 
we found new uses for these 

chemicals. For example, the 
chemicals created for poison 
gases were used for the man-
ufacture of pesticides.  Am-
monium nitrate, which was 
used for making bombs (and 
is the chemical stored in this 
plant in Texas), was snapped 
up by the Department of Ag-
riculture because it was a 
good source of nitrogen.  

We’re still using ammo-
nium nitrate, a chemical so 
highly combustible that it 
was used in the bomb that 
exploded in Oklahoma City.  
While the use of chemical 
fertilizer was a boon to the 
growing of corn and there 
are those that would ar-
gue that it’s use “solved our 
hunger problem”, it has also 
caused our obesity epidemic.  
Will anyone talk about that 
cost?  These chemicals leach 
into our soil and our water-
ways.  There is a huge dead 
zone in the middle of the 
Gulf of Mexico caused by the 
algae blooms from the very 
same chemicals that have 
travelled from the Midwest-
ern cornfi elds into the Mis-
sissippi River.  Will anyone 
talk about that cost?

I doubt it, instead we will 
become more and more fear-
ful, stressed and angry about 
terrorism and other menaces 
to our lives.  We will use food 
to continue to deal with these 
stresses and that will con-
tinue to make us more un-
healthy and in need of more 
prescription medicines…it’s 
a vicious cycle that will lead 
us further down the path 
we’re on.  I’ve been to a lot 
of local community meeting 
and I see how stressed and 
fearful and angry many of 
us are.  

Again, why talk about 
compost, worm bins and 
cooking with your children?

Because I truly believe 
that if each of us makes bet-
ter decisions about what we 
eat, if each of us has a bet-
ter understanding of where 
that food comes from and 
what chemicals are used to 
produce that food and how 
that affects our lives in so 
many ways, we can fi x the 
problems we’re having.  We 
will change the direction of 
the many epidemics we are 
dealing with today:  obesity, 
diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, depression and ADHD.  
We will stop the poisoning of 
our waterways and our soil.  
We will reduce the amount of 
traffi c on our roads.  

Yes, it will affect our 
economy.  Instead of our 
food dollars going to mul-
tinational corporations, it 
will go to farmers and local 
suppliers who are our neigh-
bors, not faceless, soulless 
entities.  A corporation will 
produce food that appeals to 
our current need for fat, salt 
and sugar and defend their 
actions because people will 
buy that food.  If we stop buy-
ing it, if we all realize that 
we have the power of the 
purse, we can each make de-
cisions that benefi t us, then 
these companies will have to 
change their ways or go out 
of business and be replaced 
by companies that provide 
us with the food we want.    

It won’t be easy.  But this 
is America; we sent men to 
the moon with computers the 
size of my house and a bunch 
of slide rules.  We can’t fi x 
this problem?  

So the next time you get 

upset because of the traffi c 
getting into the new Hutch 
Metro Center, a complex 
fi lled with medical buildings 
to serve the unhealthy Bronx 
population, think about how 
much less traffi c their would 
be if we all ate better and got 
healthier.  The next time you 
are upset about the amount 
of traffi c on the local road-
ways, remember how much 
food needs to be transported 
on large tractor trailers 
across many, many miles, 
think about how much less 
trucks would be on the road 
if our food came from our 
own local communities. The 
next time the storms come 
and fl ood our homes, think 
about how much better we 
could deal with storms if the 
soil was healthier and better 
able to absorb storm water.

But mostly, think about 
being in the kitchen with 
your daughter or son, show-
ing them the way your 
mother made sauce or how 
your grandmother made 
bread.  Think about starting 
a garden or joining a com-
munity garden and showing 
your children how to start a 
tomato plant and see them 
watch it grow.  

Let’s start a revolution 
– the People’s Power of the 
Purse.  Join a CSA (www.
stoneledgefarmny.com), 
visit a local farmer’s market 
(there’s one in City Island, 
at Jacobi Medical Center 
and right here in Throggs 
Neck).  Attend a workshop 
on composting (www.nyc.
gov/wasteless/compost) or 
on keeping a worm bin.  

Be the change you want 
to see in the world.
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BY MARCIA PAVLICA
 As the horizon to our 

west  changes, with the on-
going construction at the 
Hutch Metro Center in Com-
munity Board 11, local resi-
dents here are waking up to 
the fact that “the things they 
are a changing”, and part of 
the change has not been con-
sidered or adequately talked 
about- the impact the 911 
tower and other buildings at 
the site would and will have 
on the traffi c patterns on our 
local streets and on the high-
ways in CB 10 and CB 11.  

The other night, at our 
monthly meeting, two of us 
presented our concerns to 
Assemblyman Mike Bene-
detto, appealing to him 
to get NYS Department of 
Transportation involved as 
the lead agency.  

Imagine our surprise 
with last week’s front page 
of the Bronx Times Reporter 
“Hutch Traffi c Study”.  Un-
fortunately with the plans 
for the three malls fully 
approved and shovels long 
in the ground, the time is 
long past for a pro-active ap-
proach - there’s only time 
now to react to trying to 
get in, out, and around this 

“Neck” of the community, 
to what many of us see as an 
un-believable nightmare

It’s all the talk with the 
6 and 7 of us from different 
civic associations who call 
each other weekly. We are 
now grateful that some deep 
thinking members of CB 10 
have also taken the traffi c 
impact to heart.

Why do we talk amongst 
ourselves on such? Some-
times, it’s because of that oc-
casional column that strikes 
a chord of harmony and/or 
says

just what we too have 
been worrying about.  We 
talk back and forth to

eachother because we 
have become true commu-
nity.  There’s a glue that 
keeps us whole and wanting 
to work together.  That is the 
concept of NEBCA. Those 
who call with a “hello” or 
a “thanks for being there 
with me” are an example 
and proof of extending 
honor.  We commit to “you 
call” “I’ll call” our electeds 
to get them to listen to our 
concerns.

Our joint concerns are 
not pie-in-the-sky concerns, 
but in-our-face realities.

The recently passed NY 
State Budget was the topic 
of our guest speaker Assem-
blyman Mike Benedetto and 
we appreciate his joining us 
in discussion. 

“Things they are a chang-
ing” in Albany as well, with 
the minimum wage increase 
supported by many state 
wide.  That drew us into 
talking about jobs for our 
local youth and whether the 
existing small businesses in 
Pelham Bay and in Throggs 
Neck could now even afford 
to hire as they once did, with 
the increase in wage. 

There were those who 
felt that entry level jobs to 
be developed in the new 
malls would also be work-
ing against our existing 
merchants. 

From there, we went to 
the traffi c conjestion caused 
by the new malls and the 
loss of income to the exist-
ing merchants of Throggs 

Neck and of Pelham Bay.  
The assemblyman is also 

very concerned about the 
long term affects of injury 
from contact sports on the 
very young. 

Not to be forgotten, was 
the discussion by Senator 
Jeff Klein on the same sub-
ject (the budget) the week 
before, with different areas 
illustrated in a power point 
presentation at P.S. 14.  

We are pleased that Ci-
ara Gannon, from his staff, 
shared a printed copy of his 
presentation at our April 
meeting.

Thank you, Richard K. 
for allerting us to the car 
thefts on Robertson Place, 
of the repeated cruising of 
a tow truck at late hours, of 
our dear neighbors who “for-
get” to lock their car doors, 
of cars found in the morning 
without their wheels.  The 
nice quiet block winds up 
being a prime target. 

 As John goes out on 
his stoop at midnight for 
his smoke, he unintention-
ally interupts more than 
just a smooch or two, and 
observes an unknown car 
speed away!  

And thank you, Frank 

V. for your letters to more 
that just our local 10465 Post 
Offi ce Manager, on the sub-
ject of mis-handled and mis-
delivered mail to our mem-
bers. (Please continue to let 
us know of any postal prob-
lems you may have).

Now, this week we are 
off to a Congressman Crow-
ley/Councilman Vacca/
FEEMA Flood Map meeting 
on Thursday on City Island 
and to a zoning meeting at 
the Waterbury LaSalle As-
sociation meeting at P.S.14 
the following week.

Each month a calendar 
is distributed to the offi -
cers and to concerned indi-
viduals of our association of 
all of the known meetings 
scheduled to take place: CB 
10 broken down by commit-
tees, public hearings, ad-
joining civic associations, 
and police meetings.  40 
years ago, some of us were 
“trained” by the fi rst presi-
dent of our civic associa-
tion that unless we person-
ally attended a meeting, we 
were to sit and be a part of 
the background.  So, we at-
tended one committee or 
civic group each.  We still 
try and maybe someday our 

neighbors will get around 
to forgiving and forgetting 
those individuals who have 
been overheard to say pub-
licly “if it’s not on my block, 
I’m not interested”.

We write our columns to 
share with you our works in 
progress, our concerns and 
our worries.  To keep our 
community viable, we have 
learned the importance of 
sharing information and 
learned knowledge with 
others.  Sometimes we don’t 
share with the others writ-
ers the same interests or 
maybe their’s is not our own 
passionate opinion.

But we read one and all, 
as we hope you do, the let-
ters and the columns- for 
there is something Ameri-
can and even quirky about 
doing so, or being able to do 
so, of thinking and travel-
ing outside the box even for 
a short time.

And now, we’re enriched 
by one of the columnists 
who quotes Charles Dick-
ens!  Only in our northeast 
Bronx!

And as always, your 
home extends beyond your 
property line.  Take pride in 
your community.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Hi again all.  Bos’n pipe is 

ready so here are our events 
for a very busy May: On the 
5th is the Anual County 
Blessing of the Colors (our 
fl ags) at St Beneduct Church, 
host post if the TN Memorial 
Post 1456.  Morning mass, 
then colation (fancy gather-
ing) at 1456 after.  It’s an 11 
a.m. mass, I’ll On the 13th it 

the annual veterand break-
fast at Maestro’s.  The 19th 
is the Bronx Day Parade and 
other festivities at Mosholu 
Parkway.

Now for Memorial Day 
Weekend it gets tricky - the 
26th Sunday there are an-
nual observances at Silver 
Beach @ 9m, Edgewater Park 
@ 11 am at the Circle and @
noon at the Harley Mosely 

Veterans Memorial at Co-Op 
City, Co-Op City Blvd. 

On Memorial Day, Mon-
day, it’s 10am at our Bicen-

tennial Veterans Memorial 
Park, the at 11 we form up 
again at TN Memorial Post 
1456 for their ceremony, 
then 1 p.m. we depart for a 
2 p.m. start of the annual 
City Is Parade and gather-
ing afterward with the spon-
sor, Hawkins Post 156.  Best 
wishes for an after storm re-
covery for AMVETS Post 38, 
if they are under reconstruc-

tion, they can stand with us 
anytime!  We also have the 
annual ceremony, 12noon,  
at Peace Plaza at William-
bridge Rd with the help of 
our member Chris, sponsor-
ing it with Dormi and Son 
Funeral Home.

Of course, th 3rd Sunday 
in May is our regular post 
meeting at 11 a.m. at the 
American Turners, fi nal 

nominations and elections 
to coinside with the County 
Elections in June and the 
State Elections, at conven-
tion, in July.

Until Next Time: More to 
follow by phone with correc-
tions as needed.  Hope to see 
you at ALL of theses events, 
that’s right patriots, we can 
try to make it to all of them!

                                   

Community Board 12 news 
From page 37

MetroCard Mobile Van 
schedules upcoming visit

Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto an-
nounces that the Met-
roCard Mobile Van will 
visit the Throggs Neck 
section of the Bronx.  
The van will be parked 
at the curb in front of 
the Assemblyman’s 
offi ce located at 3602 
E. Tremont Avenue, 
Bronx, NY on  F r i -
day, May 10, 2013, be-
tween the hours of 1-3 

p.m.
The MetroCard Mobile 

Van enables:
• Senior citizens 65 years of 
age or older to apply for Re-
duced-Fare MetroCard and 
receive a temporary card 
on the spot (Bring proof of 
age such as a Medicare card 
and valid photo identifi ca-
tion);
• People with disabilities 
that qualify, and who pres-
ent a Medicare card and 

valid photo ID such as 
a driver’s license to ap-
ply for Reduced-Fare 
MetroCard;
• Daily riders to add 
money to their Re-
duced-Fare Metro-
Card; and
• Everyone to get all 
MetroCard questions 
answered.

For more informa-
tion, call Benedetto’s 
offi ce at (718) 892-2235 

rated, Mr. George A. Mc-
Donald, has impressed me 
as a man of true sensibility, 
sensitivity, and integrity.  I 
have met the gentleman and 
am genuinely convinced of 
his authentic concern for 
the less fortunate and his 
success in addressing their 
plight.  I would hope that he 
would not want either his 
good name or the fi ne repu-
tation of his Doe Fund to be 
demeaned or, in any fash-
ion, sullied by the stench 
of illegality or impropriety.  
Ergo, I propose to Mr. Mc-

Donald that he defer further 
action on the contract be-
tween his organization and 
the New York City Depart-
ment of Homeless Services 
(N.Y.C.D.H.S.) to operate a 
homeless facility in a refur-
bished Muller U.S.A.R.C. 
until such time as the ques-
tion of whether or not the 
Federal guidelines were as-
siduously complied with is 
thoroughly and truthfully 
resolved.  In light of the fact 
Mr. McDonald and Mayor 
Bloomberg, whom he seeks 
to replace this year as the 
candidate of the Republican 
Party for Mayor of the City 

of New York, are such good 
friends, I would trust that 
our good Mayor Mike would 
consent to a methodical and 
meticulous airing of this 
hotly contested concern so 
as not to drag the clean-liv-
ing character of his amigo 
through the mud.

So what do you say, 
George?  The ball is now 
on your side of the court.  
Please each out to your ally 
and pal.  Let us see how 
your good chum, the Mayor, 
will play this round.

Until next time, that is it 
for this time!
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From page 1

Grant money delays frustrated elected offi cials
over seeing their funding 
to local groups tied up for 
a year or more in a maze of 
Albany bureaucracy. 

Case in point was Sena-
tor Klein’s allocation in 
early 2011 for 16 security 
cameras for City Island that 
would record street activity 
for possible use by police. 

After more than two 
years of waiting, the City Is-
land Chamber of Commerce 
received fi nal paperwork 
this month, but not before at 
least three commercial bur-
glaries were reported there 
in April, and one business 
owner at the Firehouse Deli 
said extra video security 
in the commercial district 
might have helped prevent 
crimes or catch whomever 
is responsible. 

Klein said that after 
years of scandal in Albany, 
the process for getting 
grants released has been 
beefed up, with agencies 
such as the state Comptrol-

ler’s offi ce, Attorney Gen-
eral’s offi ce and the gover-
nor’s offi ce all having a role 
in providing oversight. 

“The process itself has a 
lot of hurdles to make sure 
that taxpayer monies are 
spent wisely and legally,” 
said Klein, noting that he 
can only do so much to 
move the process along. Un-
der current practice, once 
he allocates the money, it 
is up to the recipient to deal 
with the grant.

Larger organizations of-
ten have employees whose 
job it is cut through Albany 
red tape and get the grant 
money in a timely fashion. 

But smaller groups that 
are volunteer-based usually 
face longer waits, as well as 
more calls to the legisla-
tor’s offi ce pleading for help 
in navigating a labyrinth of 
Albany agencies and legis-
lative bodies.

In a 2009 report, state 
Comptroller Tom DiNapoli 
found that up to 87 percent 
of contracts with not-for-

profi ts were approved late, 
forcing them to perform 
services without a contract 
in place and without any 
payments.

Benedetto said that after 
he approved a capital grant 
to the Lawrence F. Keene 
Post on Buhre Avenue in 
Pelham Bay, the group had 
to wait almost four years 
for building renovations be-
cause of Albany red tape.

 Benedetto empathized 
with the community groups, 
saying that his offi ce works 
with the grantees to help 
them contact the necessary 
agencies and highlight the 
worthiness of their projects 
with decision makers, such 
as those on the state Assem-
bly Ways and Means com-
mittee. 

“It is very frustrating 
to be awarded money and 
have to wait for such a long 
time for that money to come 
through,” said Bendetto. 
“There is also a good rea-
son for the state to ask for 
proper documentation, be-

cause as much criticism as 
they get, they want to make 
sure that this money is used 
properly.”

He said that the state 
“will constantly call for 
proper documentation be-
fore money goes out, and 
most taxpayers would agree 
some oversight like this is 

necessary.” 
Anytime there is a 

change in the grant - either 
to the recipient or for the 
purpose for the grant - as is 
the case for a security cam-
era grant still pending for 
Westchester Square mer-
chants, it also can lead to 
frustrating delays, he said. 

“There are a lot of hoops 
you’ve got to jump through 
to make sure the money is 
distributed correctly,” he 
said. “We try to help make 
the process less onerous and 
we try to make those calls 
to the agencies with or for 
those getting the grants.”  

A check presentation like this one from 2010, and many others like it that are staged for the media, 
does not always mean that the money allocated by elected offi cials gets put to use right away by com-
munity groups. Sometimes issues with Albany agencies delay distribution of capital money already 
allocated. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

A wider view of the ‘zero lot line’ building at 3529 Bruckner Blvd. in Pelham Bay is seen here.- Photo by 
Patrick Rocchio 

From page 1

Efforts underway to close E. Bronx zoning loopholes
ner Blvd. 

“The goal is to make peo-
ple aware of what they can 
do about the zoning in their 
area, learn how to put in a 
zoning challenge, encourag-
ing them to learn how their 
house is zoned and that peo-
ple can build right up to the 
property line under ‘zero-
lot-line’,” said Justiniano.

She said both she and 
the association want to 
make people aware that in 
R-4 through R-7 zones, put-
ting a building up right on 
the property line - even if 
it’s against another house - 
is allowed. 

Had she had not reached 
out to Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca and Senator Jeff 
Klein’s offi ces, said Jus-
tiniano, the building next 
door to her would have 
been much larger, with no 
parking spaces instead of 
the seven now in the works 
now. 

It goes to show that com-
munity people can make a 
difference in this process, 
she said.

Among the other pos-
sible zoning changes the 
WLCA has in mind are cre-
ating incentives to build 
one- and two-family homes, 
and more stringent parking 
requirements for new con-
struction both on the prop-
erty and on the street. 

Another goal, said Jus-
tiniano, is to make sure 
developers don’t get away 
with skirting the local zon-
ing regs. 

One case in point oc-
curred last year when a 
developer of fi ve homes on 
Teddy Place, a new street 
off Rawlins Avenue in 
Country Club, had to tear 
down two almost completed 
homes because they did not 
comply with stringent zon-
ing.

Stricter laws and better 
enforcement, such as regu-
lations against illegally 
converted apartments, is 
paramount, said WLCA 
board member Mary Jane 
Musano, who called ille-
gally converted apartments 
a major problem in the area 

“We are hoping we can 
get a consensus between 

City Planning, the Depart-
ment of Buildings, and our 
elected offi cials that this 
is the time to take action,” 
said Musano. “We are hop-
ing to scream loud enough 
for them to hear us.”

But residents should not 
expect much action from 
the City Planning Com-
mission, at least not until a 
new mayor is sworn in next 
January, said Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca. 

Vacca wrote to the 
City Planning Commis-
sion about eliminating the 
rules that allow lot-line 
to lot-line building, but it 
does not appear CPC chair-
person Amanda Burden or 
the rest of the commission, 
who are all appointed by 
the mayor, are willing to 
revisit the issue, he said. 
The CPC is appointed by 
the mayor. 

“I do think that in six or 
seven months we are going 
to have a new mayor, and I 
would hope that new may-
or’s administration would 
be more receptive,” said 
Vacca. “It is going to be at 
the top of my priority list.” 
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Much of the NY media has 
been saying that Jason Kidd 
brought about Carmelo Antho-
ny’s growth as a b-ball player. 
But I think it was because of An-
thony’s recent Olympic experi-
ence playing for Coach K. Coach 
K has long been a proponent of 
the “team-game.” This is the 
philosophy that produced Olym-
pic Gold as well as NCAA Cham-
pionships   

Conspiracy Hype

Clarkson accused the Jets of 
undermining Tebow by now al-
lowing him to master the entire 
offense.                                                        Clark-
son also said he worked on 
Tebow’s throwing mechanics 
and footwork. He’s confi dent 
Tebow is fi xed.” He didn’t say 
anything about Tebows’s throw-
ing strength.

Another Jet Circus

The Jets had the #1 “shut-
down” corner-back in the NFL 
but sent the 27-year old Darrelle 
Revis to Atlanta for TWO DRAFT 
PICKS. Even though he’s coming 
off an ACL injury, he’s still more 
valuable than the 13th pick this 
year and a conditional pick next 
year. BTW, by going to a Florida 
team he pays no state tax giving 
him more than $538K additional 
bucks in his take home pay.

The Jets will fi nd it diffi cult 
to fi ll Revis’ shoes for a long 
time.

Another BTW, the Jets open 
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PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

“We are just banged up right now. It’s been a long season, 
a lot of games.”

FIELDSTON COACH TONY MARRO ............................PAGE 56

New York State’s top senior 
hoops star signs win Fordham

Continued on Page 57

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Jon Severe plans on bringing 

more than his array of basketball 
skills to Fordham University.

The Christ the King shooting 
guard signed a National Letter of 
Intent with the Rams men’s hoops 
team after announcing his inten-
tions during a press conference 
at the Middle Village school last 
Wednesday. Severe, the top senior 
in New York state and Fordham’s 
best recruit in a decade, wants to 
bring his winning pedigree to a 
downtrodden Rams program. 

“I think I can change the whole 
program around,” Severe said.   

The 6-foot-2 Bushwick native 
has known nothing but winning at 
Christ the King He averaged 21.6 
points per game this season, includ-
ing 40 in a state semifi nal win. Se-
vere helped the Royals win three 
CHSAA city titles and two Class AA 
state Federation crowns during this 
three years on the varsity, includ-
ing this season. He was names the 
school’s fi rst ever Mr. Basketball. 

“We’re thrilled to have Jon Se-
vere become a part of our basket-
ball family,” Fordham coach Tom 
Pecora. “He will have a huge effect 
on the rise of our program over the 
next four years. His ability to score 
the ball and make other players 
around him better make him an ex-
ceptional athlete.”

Severe, who plays his travel 
ball with the New York Lightning, 
isn’t concerned about Fordham’s 
less than stellar win totals in re-
cent years, not winning more than 
10 games in Pecora’s three years at 
the helm.  He said he felt at home 
Fordham. 

The Rams and especially as-
sistant coach David Duke were re-
lentless in their recruiting. He or 
Pecora was at nearly all of Severe’s 
games. He said he went with his 
gut and picked Fordham over Rut-
gers, Pittsburgh, West Virginia and 
Wake Forest. 

“I’m hoping he made the right 
decision here,” Christ the King 
coach Joe Arbitello said. “I think 
he did.”

Severe is part of a strong re-

cruiting class that includes forward 
Manny Suarez, wing Jake Fay, 
point guard Chris Whitehead and 
shooting guard Antwoine Ander-
son. Severe said that Fordham last 
a lot of close games last year, includ-
ing a four-point defeat to conference 
power butler. He thinks they can 
make an impact right away.

“I know we are going to win,” 
Severe said. “You just got that feel-
ing. You follow your gut. I’m use to 
winning…I think we are just miss-
ing a couple pieces.”

He had an in home visit with 
new Rutgers coach Eddie Jordan 
the day prior. The Scarlet Knights 
and assistant coach Van Macon re-

cruited Severe before they fi red. He 
said Jordan seemed cool, but felt 
the whole situation was bad tim-
ing.  He had already found a home 
at Fordham. 

“They showed me the most 
love,” Severe said. “I felt at home. 
I felt comfortable and then it felt 
right for decision.” 

Christ the King’s Jon Severe is headed to Fordham University.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Anthony’s 
Growth
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Danielle Kibler an-

nounced her return in 
emphatically and hasn’t 
stopped producing since. 

Preston’s sophomore 
slugger missed the fi rst 
six games of the softball 
season with a broken 
right wrist she suffered 
snowboarding. She said 
it was tough to watch her 
team practice without 
her and had to type all 
her notes at school be-
cause she couldn’t write.  
Even so, she kept hit-
ting. Kibler constantly 
hit balls off the tee by 
just using her left hand to 
swing. 

“She never stopped, “ 
Panthers coach Rachel 
Mazza said. “Never”

Kibler’s fi rst game 
back was like she never 
left. She homered in 
her fi rst at bat in a win 

over Sacred Heart and 
continues to roll at the 
plate, batting .500. Kibler 
smashed a three-run 
homer, collected three 
hits and drove in fi ve 
runs in undefeated Pres-
ton’s lopsided home win 
over Good Counsel on 
last Thursday afternoon. 

“I didn’t actually see 
the ball,” Kibler said of 
her fi rst home run. “I was 
just running and then I 
heard everybody scream-
ing and I just kept run-
ning. It just felt good com-
ing back. It didn’t hurt at 
all.”

Her return to the line 
up and catching her fi rst 
game being the plate on 
Thursday only adds fur-
ther depth and power 
to an already dynamic 
and talented Preston 
team. The Panthers have 
run-ruled every team 

in the CHSAA Bronx/
Westchester at least 
once, own a scrimmage 
win over PSAL power to-
tal Tottenville and non-
league victory against St. 
Francis Prep.

“It shows how hard we 
worked and it’s paying 
off,” said sophomore co-
ace Julianna Orrico, who 
hit her fi rst career homer 
against Good Counsel. 

The strong pitching 
of Orrico and senior Me-
gan Kelly, who earned the 
win over St Francis Prep, 
has carried that Pan-
thers. Madeline Giannini 
and Jessica Signore pose 
major problems at the 
top of batting order with 
their speed. They were on 
base four times and com-
bined to score eight runs 
against Good Counsel. 
Kibler, Orrico and fresh-
man Bianca Mastropi-

etro have provided the 
punch in the middle of 
the order. 

“Do you see our 
lineup,” Mazza said. “Do 
you see that? Who could 
ask for more.”

She will need to con-
tinually test her team as 
they prepare for a run 
at the school’s fi rst ever 
CHSAA Archdiocesan 
title. Preston head to the 
prestigious Mudville 
tournament in Herkimer, 
NY on May 11 where they 
will face some of the 
state’s best clubs. Mazza 
plans on scheduling New 
Rochelle high school to 
get her club more games 
against top pitching. 

“We know what we 
have to do,” Kibler said. 
“We know what’s ex-
pected of us. We just have 
to play like we play and 
we will be ok.”      

Kibler’s return bolsters 
unbeaten Preston softball

Preston’s Julianna Orrico picked up the win and hit her fi rst varsity 
home run in a win over Good Counsel.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI  
Injuries and a domi-

nant opposing pitcher 
were too much for Field-
ston to overcome. 

The Eagles dropped a 
key non-league baseball 
decision to Berkeley Car-
roll 3-0 at Hackley in Tar-
rytoen on Saturday after-
noon. Lions starter Ian 
Miller pounded the strike 
zone. He allowed just four 
hits and struck out 10 bat-
ters. Fieldston had just 
one runner reach third 
and missed a chance to 
improve its seed in the up-
coming NYSAISAA tour-
nament.  

“When we did hit it we 
hit it into the ground,” 
said Fieldston coach Tony 
Marro said of Miller’s off 
speed stuff. “We didn’t get 
much on it. He got ahead of 
all the batter.”

His team was play-
ing without a number of 
key injured starter, tak-
ing away some of the nor-
mal punch in its order. 
No. 2 starter Alonzo Cee 
is lost of the season with 

and arm injury and Miles 
Edelstein, the team’s No. 
5 hitter, right fi elder and 
closer, could be back in a 
week or two, according to 
Marro. 

A number of other play-
ers are banged up and 
Kevin Fich missed the 
game for a trip. Marro and 
his players didn’t use it as 
an excuse, saying other 
guys will need to step up, 
but will happy to have 
then back.   

“We are just banged up 
right now,” Marro said. 
“It’s been a long season, a 
lot of games.”

Fieldston starter Jake 
Turtel also turned in a 
solid performance al-
lowed a run through six 
innings before giving up 
a two-run single up the 
middle to Chris Harper in 
the bottom of the sixth to 
make it 3-0. Turtel allowed 
just fi ve hits, predomi-
nantly throwing off-speed 
pitches 

“Those are my best 
pitches,” he said. “Those 
are the ones that will get 

me outs.”
Walks hurt the righty. 

He gave up a leadoff free 
pass to Yanai Feldman 
in the third and he later 
scored while trying to steal 
third on a Harper RBI-
ground out. Turtel walked 
two more in the sixth that 
eventually scored.   

“It was really one mis-
take,” Marro said. “Then 
he was getting tired. He 
worked hard.”

The loss only added to 
the injury-ridden Eagles 
struggles of late. They 
have lost three of their 
four games last weeks, 
including losses to Hor-
ace Mann and Collegiate. 
Marro said his team is 
in funk right now after 
beating rival Poly Prep as 
part of four straight wins. 
When healthy they still 
believe the can contend for 
a state title. 

“When we get them 
back we will be fi ne,” Tur-
tel said. “Today was just 
a classic baseball day and 
there is nothing you can 
do about it.” 

Injury-plagued Fieldston sees bats quieted by Berkeley Carroll

Fieldston’s Jake Turtel pitched well in defeat against Berkeley Carroll.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski



BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Eddie Gomez didn’t 

score a knockout victory 
and he’s just fi ne with 
that. 

The East Tremot native 
and former John F. Ken-
nedy honors student in-
stead earned a dominant 
unanimous decision (80-70, 
80-70, 79-71) over Luis Her-
nandez in the 154-pound 
junior middleweight divi-
sion at the Barclays Center 
on Saturday night. 

The 20-year old, who 
remained unbeaten, has 
proven he has plenty of 
punching power, but was 
happy to show he could go 
all for the fi rst time in his 
career and grind out a win 
over an experienced oppo-
nent. 

“I showed I could go the 
distance, I could box” said 
Gomez, who has won nine 

of his 14 fi ghts by knockout. 
“I can do it all in the ring. 
I’m an all-around fi ghter.”

Sometimes he feels he 
is own worst enemy in 
the ring, pressing for the 
knock out instead of letting 
things come to him during 
a fi ght. Gomez, who owns 
the fi rst knockout ever at 
the Barclays Center, hurt 
Hernandez (21-5, 14 KO’s) 
with a quick combination 
to the head, causing blood 
to spill out from his nose 
with 1:31 left in the third 
round. Unlike a shark in 
water he did pounce at the 
fi rst sign of blood.

“I had a feeling I hurt 
him, but I didn’t want to go 
out there and get all anx-
ious, worked up and tired 
and overworked and look 
for the knockout,” Gomez 
said. “I let it come.”

Hernandez rallied a 

bit in the fourth, fi fth and 
sixth rounds, but Gomez 
did enough with his power 
combinations and jabs to 
the body to keep him at 
bay. Gomez fi nally got a 
knock down in the seventh 
round, landing a quick left 
and right to the head, send-
ing Hernandez down to his 
knees. 

“He tried to comeback, 
but I stopped him with the 
power shots to the body,” 
Gomez said.     

His rise has been has 
been a swift one since 
choosing to turn pro and 
sign with Oscar De La 
Hoya’s Golden Boy promo-
tions as a junior at Ken-
nedy. He gave up a chance 
to possibly compete for an 
Olympic gold medal, but 
hasn’t regretted his choice. 
Gomez called his win over 
Hernandez one of his most 

mature fi ghts in his career 
so far.

“It was the fi rst time I 

stretched it out and went 
the whole eight rounds,” 
Gomez said. “My condi-

tioning was good. I didn’t 
feel tired throughout the 
whole fi ght.” 
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East Tremont boxer 
Gomez picks up another 

Barclays Center win

Pipe Dreams: Jeter Jitters; Met Fans Rattle Strassburg
this season against the 
Falcons. 

Ian O’Connor (ESP-
NNY.com) weighed in 
with: “So it turns out the 
New York Jets are ca-
pable of butt fumbles in 
April, too. They are capa-
ble of taking one of their 
two greatest players ever, 
a talent right there with 
Joe Namath, and run-
ning him out of town be-
fore he made it to his 28th 
birthday.

Darrelle Revis wanted 
badly to be a Jet for life. 
He was planning on buy-
ing a place in Manhat-
tan, on spending the rest 
of his career as a citizen 
of the city, on being in the 
secondary when the Jets 
reached the Super Bowl 
for the fi rst time since 
man landed on the moon.

Now man might land 
on Mars before the Jets 
return to the big game. 
They traded Revis to the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
for two picks -- including 
one fi rst-rounder (No. 13 

overall) in this week’s 
draft -- a deal that doesn’t 
look any better than the 
clip of Mark Sanchez run-
ning facemask-fi rst into 
Brandon Moore’s rump 
on Thanksgiving night.

Revis is getting his 
money in Tampa, and 
Jets season-ticket hold-
ers are getting the shaft 
in New York.

Jeter Jitters

It seems to me that 
Derek Jeter’s latest an-
kle fracture is near the 
fi rst one but is not a dis-
placed fracture needing 
surgery. It seems that the 
ankle has become brittle 
and if that’s so, hr might 
be done.

Wallace Matthews 
(ESPNNY.com) wrote, 
“It is possible that Jeter 
will come back after the 
All-Star break and play 
the way he did last year, 
when he led all of base-
ball in hits and batted 
an impressive .316. His 
remarkable history tells 
you that to discount the 
possibility would be fool-
ish.

After all, Mariano Ri-
vera, nearly fi ve years 
older than Jeter, made it 
back to take one glorious 
season-long victory lap 
after suffering a serious 
knee injury last May.

But take Jeter’s name 
out of the equation and 
just plug in ‘38-year-old 
shortstop, 17 seasons on 
his résumé, two broken 
ankles in the past six 
months,’ and how likely 
does it really seem?” 

Met Fans 

Rattle Strassburg

I don’t think that DC’s 
“pheemom” pitcher Ste-
phen Strassburg ever 
heard anything like the 
full Citi Field chanting 
“Har-vees    be-tter” be-
fore. It’s no wonder the 
Mets beat “The Nats” on 
4/19. Ian O’Connor (ES-
PNNY.com) commented, 
“Stephen Strasburg, ev-
erybody’s all-American, 
was taking it on the chin 
in the sixth, fi rst from 
the people who pass for 
sluggers in the New York 
Mets’ lineup and then 
from a beleaguered fan 

base thrilled that the 
joke was fi nally on some-
one else. 

“Har-vee’s be-tter,” 
the crowd chanted. “Har-
vee’s be-tter.”

Ike Davis and Lucas 
Duda had belted homers 
in the inning to make it 
4-0, and suddenly all of 
Citi Field told the defend-
ing division champs, the 
popular pick to win it all 
this year, that the Mets’ 
young stud was bet-
ter than the Nationals’ 
young stud. And as he 
stood on the mound, all 
alone with his thoughts, 
Strasburg had no right to 
argue the claim. 

Matt Harvey electri-
fi ed the Citi Field crowd 
Friday.

Matt Harvey was bet-
ter on this night, and 
maybe Matt Harvey will 
be better over the next 10 
to 12 years. Who knows? 
But under the Friday 
night lights, matched 
against one of the few 
pitchers anywhere said 
to have a brighter future 
than his, Harvey did all 

he could to elevate his 
loserville franchise.   
NCAA vs. Univ. Of Mi-

ami 

Greg Cote (Miami 
Herald) is close to the 
big “hoo-ha” going on 
between U of Miami and 
the NCAA. Neither the 
NCAA or the school don’t 
have clean hands here.

Greg wrote, “What is 
it they say about no ani-
mal being more danger-
ous than one wounded or 
backed into a corner?    

Apparently the same 
is true of a staggered 
NCAA, which suffers 
from the national embar-
rassment.                                                                

This cannot be good 
news for the University of 
Miami.                That risky, 
unprecedented strategy 
left the NCAA little choice 
but to acquiesce or fi ght 
back. Miami pushed the. 
It pushed the wounded 
animal into a corner. 
The question, though, 
is whether UM might 
have played it smarter 
with behind-the-scenes 
lobbying rather than a 

scathing public demand.                                              
It was the latter that 
brought Sunday’s pointed 
NCAA response accus-
ing Miami of “grasping 
at straws” with “merit-
less claims” and “un-
supported attacks.”                                                           
Miami now fi nds itself 
in an uncomfortable po-
sition partly of its own 
doing: Hoping for mercy 
— or at least fairness — 
from the same NCAA it 
has publicly denounced 
and angered.                              

 Fairness alone in this 
case was a lot to ask un-
der the best of circum-
stances, given all that 
has turned this investi-
gation into a blooper reel.                                                                                      
All UM can hope now is 
that the NCAA in its 
June ruling acknowl-
edges the extraordinary 
circumstances of this 
case, weighs fully its own 
wrongdoing, and ends 
this surreal saga so that 
the embarrassed on both 
sides can start to leave 
this mess behind.” We’ll 
be hearing more about 
this again.

From Page 55

Undefeated Eddie Gomez (l) lands a powerful jab during his win at the Barclays Center.  Photo courtesy of 
Golden Boy/Tom Hogan



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

  A
p

r
. M

ay
 3

-
9

, 2
0

1
3

   
  5

8

Community Board 9 has scheduled a Public Hearing on Monday, May 13, at 7 p.m. at 1967 Turnbull Avenue Suite 7.  regarding  Cal 
No.102-94-BZ, premises: 475 Castle Hill Avenue. 

The statement is submitted in support of an application for an extension of term valid for a period of 20 years of a previously ap-
proved variance (72-2 I), which pennitted a retail grocery store (UG6) in a residential zoning district which expired on June 20 , 2005, 
for the approval of Amendment to legalize interior changes, and for the approval of waiver of the Rules in R5 zoning district since the 
application was not fi lled within thirty (30) days of the variance term expiration date. 

The existing retail grocery store (block: 3510 lot: 34) with approx. 1,165 square feet is a one story masonry srructure located on South 
side of Lacombe Ave. and West of the comer fonned by the intersection of Lacombe Ave. and Castle Hill Ave. in R5 zoning district in 
Borough of Bronx. 

The retail grocery store is not proposing to undertake any major changes to the existing approved plans and special conditions 
required by BSA and Temp. C. of O. in 1995 except a minor change of exterior non-illuminated sign with smaller square foot area than 
the approved/allowable area. and some interior changes approved by DOB Uob# 220 I9 I 174). All minor changes are shown on the archi-
tectural drawings subm ined herewith.

Everyone is invited to speak at this hearing!

CB 9 Public Hearing May 13th
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Evelyn Oliver

Deirdre Scott

Sharlene Brown

Bailey Provetto

Karin O’Connor

 Terri Dambinskas

Rose Florio

Linda Cox

Sana Nasser

Jackie Kyle Kall

Krystal Serrano

Mirian Moses

Deborah Tymon

Sr. Diane Prusinski

Wendy Rodriguez

Nydia R. Edgecombe

Marcia Cameron

Donna Karlson

Dolores Batista

Sandi Lusk

Hope Harley

Roberta Greenberg

Joanne Russo-Rubino

Edith Blitzer

Patricia Williams
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COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

4th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Thursday, June 27, 2013 - 6pm to 10pm

Villa Barone
Manor

737 Throgs Neck Expressway

Full Buffet
Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 13, 2013
(718) 742-3397

FREE PARKING
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