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On-Line

Your world is
24/7... NOW

so are we.
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The  Bronx’s 
Number One
Classifieds 

nity classifieds
To Advertise Call: 718-615-2520

Online: www.yournabe.com

s 26,29,31
p Wanted
elp Wanted
elp Wanted

l, Commercial
ntial Services

ovement
torage

•• Financing / Loans
•• Business For Sale
•• Misc. Business Opps
•• And More

•• Rentals
•• Properties For Sale
•• Open Houses
•• Commercial RE
•• And More

•• Career Training
•• Education Services
•• Tutoring
•• And More

•• Autos For Sale
•• Autos Wanted
•• And More

•• Beauty Care
•• Handymen
•• Home Improvement
•• And More

•• Garage / Yard Sales
•• Merchandise Wanted
•• Merchandise For Sale
•• And More

d Pg 30 Real Estate Pg 32 Services Pg 32 Automotive Pg 32

Business Opps Pg 31 Instruction Pgs 27-29,31 Merchandise Pg 31

Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520 o Advertise Here

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here

Pages 46-49

The  Bronx’s 
Number One
Sports

Pages 51-53

Influential
Women Event
June 27th Evelyn Oliver

Deirdre Scott

Sharlene Brown

Bailey Provetto

Karin O’Connor

 Terri Dambinskas

Rose Florio

Linda Cox

Sana Nasser

Jackie Kyle Kall

Krystal Serrano

Mirian Moses

Deborah Tymon

Sr. Diane Prusinski

Wendy Rodriguez

Nydia R. Edgecombe

Marcia Cameron

Donna Karlson

Dolores Batista

Sandi Lusk

Hope Harley

Roberta Greenberg

Joanne Russo-Rubino

Edith Blitzer

Patricia Williams

2013 HONOREES
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COME AND JOIN US IN

RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR

HONOREES

4th Annual Role M

Recognition Hon

Thursday, June 27, 2013 - 6pm

Villa Bar
Mano

727 Throgs Neck Expr

Full B$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$60060060606666006060660606060606060606060606060606066060606060 Per Pe

R.S.V.P. by June 1

(718) 742-33

FREE PARKIN

SANDY
VICTIMS
IGNORED

Continued on page 55 Fighting for insurance compensation

CB 6 nixes
warm weather

celebrations
Photo by Laura Stone

Continued on page 55

BUNNY FUN AT EASTER EVENT
The mythical Easter Bunny hopped by Villa Barone Manor March 24, snap-
ping pictures with children, including Ava Mincieli (c).  She was one of 
hundreds at the celebration hosted by Senator Jeff Klein.  See two-page 
photo spread  on pages 32-33.

BY DAVID CRUZ
The party’s over before it’s 

begun. 
A local community board is 

putting it’s foot down on crime 
by refusing to okay any new 
application for warm weather 
street events within an NYPD 
Impact Zone.

Community Board 6 covering 
Tremont voted to red light any 
such applications for block par-
ties and street festivals that can 
often spark street fights within 

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Sharon and Nelson DeGracia 

certainly don’t feel they are in 
“good hands” with Allstate insur-
ance company. 

The Edgewater Park couple 
has been waiting for help from 
their insurance company for 
nearly six months since Hurri-
cane Sandy wrecked their water-
front home.

They’re not alone.
At least seven other homeown-

ers in Community Board 10 are 
suffering during long drawn out 
battles with their insurance com-
panies for compensation from 
storm damage.

Community Board 10 district 
manager Kenneth Kearns said 
the board offi ce has received 
many complaints from constitu-
ents dealing with the same issue. 

“We have forwarded their 
names to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), 
who have done follow-up work 
with the homeowners,” Kearns 
said.  “FEMA had a crew sta-
tioned in Board #10 for several 
weeks and contacted people and 
offered assistance.” 

In the DeGracia’s case, they 
have not been able to return to 
their home since October 2012, 
when the Super Storm left just a 
shell of what it once was.

Floors, walls, and ceilings had 
to be stripped from the interior as 
Sandy’s crushing tides destroyed 
everything up to three feet from 
the fl oor, leaving just a frame of 
mold and rotting wood. 

Sharon said she fi led a claim 
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Dr. Steven Safyer, pres-

ident and CEO of Mon-
tefi ore Medical Center, 
stood in the lobby of the 
newly named Montefi ore 
Westchester Square medi-
cal facility - no longer a 
hospital - greeting staff.

Friday, March 22 was a 
new beginning for the old 
Westchester Square Hospi-
tal, its assets purchased at 
bankruptcy auction with 
state funds by Montefi ore 
and turned into what will 
now be New York State’s 
fi rst operational freestand-
ing emergency depart-
ment, as well an ambula-
tory surgery facility. Over 
time, primary and special-
ity care will be added, but 
it will not longer be a full-
service hospital.

“We are so pleased that 
we will be able to preserve 
vital healthcare services 
and jobs to the commu-
nity,” said Safyer.  “Mon-
tefi ore is committed to pro-
viding forward-thinking 

care that is not only excel-
lent but well-coordinated 
and centered around the 
patient and family.”

About 586 people em-
ployed at the old WSMC 
were laid off, with Mon-
tefi ore planning to re-hire 

those it will need either 
there or at its other facili-
ties. 

ED concerns 

Questions remain, how-
ever, over what might hap-
pen if a patient suffers a 
heart attack, aneurism, or 
other life-threatening situ-
ation that calls for immedi-
ate surgery, with no surgi-
cal unit at the new facility. 

Monetfi ore has said ED 
patients in need of further 
care, will be stabilized and 
transported by ambulance 
to other facilities. 

Hospital spokeswoman 
Mariann Caprino said she 
does not foresee logisti-
cal challenges operating 
a freestanding ED, with 
“four sites that are in close 
proximity.”

“We have board cer-
tifi ed doctors in the ED 
24-hours-a-day, seven-days-
a-week,” said Montefi ore 
vice president Peter Semc-
zuk. “It is the same group 
that was seeing patients 
here before. These are well 

trained, experienced peo-
ple that know how to take 
care of sick people.” 

Media ink 

A Feb. 27 Time maga-
zine cover story by Steven 
Brill titled “Why Medical 
Bills Are Killing Us,” criti-
cized Safyer and other top 
Montefi ore executives for 
high salaries after Safyer 
complained about possi-
ble cuts to hospital reim-
bursements in a NY Times 
story that “there is no such 
thing as a cut to a provider 
that isn’t a cut to a benefi -
ciary.”  

Brill’s story noted that 
Montefi ore turned a $196.8 
million profi t on $2.586 
billion in revenue, 99.4% 
of which came from medi-
cal bills in 2010, with Sa-
fyer being paid  $4,065,000, 
his chief fi nancial offi cer 
$3,243,000, an executive 
vice president $2,220,000, 
and the head of the dental 
department $1,798,000.  

New care model 

A Jan. 8  state Depart-

ment of Health planning 
and health council report 
stated Montefi ore’s opera-
tion of a “freestanding ED” 
was a “new model of care” 
that requires monitoring 
for “its potential to deliver 
emergency care in keeping 
with existing regulatory 
requirements.”  

The report also stated 
a freestanding ED could 
drive up health care costs 
because the public “may 
perceive it as an urgent 

care center.”
According to a pub-

lished report, ED visits are 
often three times as costly 
as primary care doctor or 
urgent care visits.  

At least one other free-
standing ED is planned at 
the old St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital in Greenwich Village 
in a partnership between 
North Shore-LIJ Health 
Care Systems, St. Vincent’s 
Catholic Medical Centers, 
and the Rudin family.

Questions remain about new ER model 

A sign for the new Montefi ore location is about to be installed on 
March 22.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Dr. Steven Safyer, president 
and CEO of Montefi ore, speaks 
before a meet and greet with 
Montefi ore Westchester Square 
employees on Friday, March 22. 
 by Walter Pofeldt 

Montefi ore opens Westchester Square wing 
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Your Neighborhood
– Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:

(718) 597-1116
General Fax: 
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

Sports E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3386

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.
com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) is 
published weekly by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc., a subsidiary of   News Community 
Newspaper Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 
2011. Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Subscriptions 
$8.00 per year. Postmaster, Send address 
changes to Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454. ISSN 
#8750-4499.

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY

Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm

Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave

Bronx, NY 10462

DELI HOTLINE
718-863-9580

3 FT. HEROS

CATERING
PLATTERS

HOT AND COLD

FOOD TRAYS

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY NEEDS

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$5499

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chopped

ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

www.giordanos-big-g.com

$4995

2 lb London Broil
2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Sandwich Steak
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

HERE’S THE BEEF

$10995

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Shoulder Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

ALL THIS FOR

CADILLAC PLAN

Design your own to fit your budget.

HAVE IT YOUR WAY

OUR MOST POPULAR MEAT PLANS

MAKE YOUR OWN FOOD PLAN

PLEASE ORDER
EARLY!!

CASSINELLI
RAVIOLI &

CAPPELLETI

ALPS
DRY

SAUSAGE

ASSORTED
IMPORTED
CHEESES

FRESH
MOZZERELLA

CHEESE

IMPORTED
CHOCOLATE

EGGS

PORK ROAST
FRENCH RACK OF LAMB PRIME RIB

PIZZA
HOMEMADE

RUSTICA
(MEAT PIE)

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd 
St., Bronx, NY 10454, or 
Bronxtimes@aol.com.

Anniversary 

We recently had the plea-
sure of being recognized at 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr.’s annual Sweet-
hearts Luncheon on Valen-
tine’s Day and now come 
April 11th we are looking 
forward to celebrating our 
60th Wedding Anniversary.  
We’ve been blessed with three 
wonderful daughters--Steph-
anie, Mary and Nancy.  Bless 
with fi ve grandchildren--Ma-
rio, Christopher, Anthony, 
Brandon and Alex and one 
great-granddaughter Lila-
Marie.  We’re all about fam-
ily and are grateful to one 
and all for the pleasure they 
have brought us all these 
years.  We’ll be looking for-
ward to toasting many more 
healthy and happy years to-
gether.  Happy Anniversary 

to us!  Theresa and John 

Scuoppo of Throggs Neck. 
In Memory 

In loving memory of 
Leona Fox who entered 
into rest on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 23, 2013, at the age 
of 87.  Beloved wife of the 
late Hyman Fox.  Devoted 
mother of Ira and Samuel 
Fox of New York and loving 
mother-in-law to Marlene 
Fox and Sallie Scripter.  
Cherished grandmother 
of Eric, Jordan, Bradley 

and Julia Fox and loving 
sister of Rhoda Walfi sh of 
Encino, California. Leona 
was a shining light and al-
ways brought a smile to ev-
eryone she met.  She was 
active in many charitable 
organizations such as the 
Jewish War Veterans, ORT 
and The Sisterhood of The 
Co-op City Jewish Center.  
Leona loved spending time 
with her family and friends.  
She will be missed by many.  
Expressions of sympathy in 
her memory may be made 
to The Hebrew Home of Riv-
erdale and The American 
Red Cross.

LEONA FOX

THERESA AND JOHN SCUOPPO

Parents who are inter-
ested in enrolling their 
children in Icahn Charter 
Schools within Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca’s 13th Council 
District must have applica-
tions completed and submit-
ted by Wednesday, April 3rd.  
The Charter Schools that 
are located in this district 
are Icahn Charter School 2 
at 1640 Bronxdale Avenue 
and Icahn Charter Schools 3, 
4, and 5 at 1500 Pelham Park-

way South. 
Upon completing applica-

tions, a lottery process will 
be held to determine student 
admission. 

Applications for Icahn 
Charter Schools are avail-
able in both English and 
Spanish and can be picked 
up at the schools or can be 
downloaded on their website 
at http://www.icahncharter-
schools.org/. 

Also, the Bronx Char-

ter School for Excellence 
at 1804 Holland Avenue is 
accepting applications for 
fi fth through eighth grade 
students by Monday, April 
1st. Students will also be ac-
cepted through lottery.

 Applications can be 
picked up at their main of-
fi ce at 1960 Benedict Avenue, 
or can be fi lled out on their 
website at   http://www.
bronxexcellence.org/get-in-
volved/enroll-your-child/

Charter school applications
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Dedicated to providing the finest quality of care and promoting an optimal level of functioning for each resident 
in a homelike environment which encourages individuality and fosters dignity and comfort.

State of the Art Rehabilitation Suite 
with All Modern Equipment

Extensive Short Term Rehab/Long Term 
Skilled Nursing Care

Primary Care Physicians on Site/Wide 
Range of Consulting Physicians

Wound Care/IV Therapy/ Tracheostomy 
Care/Hospice Care

On staff Psychiatrists & Psychologists

Spanish Speaking Unit & Staff

Resident & Family Council

Religious & Spiritual Programs

Regular Trips, Live Entertainment

Computers with Internet Access – 
Wii Sports Program

Complete Hair Salon Services on premises

Family Transportation upon Request

718-379-8100, ext. 473/446
Fax: 718-379-4018

For more information or 
to schedule a tour of our newly 
renovated facility please contact 
our Admissions Department:

3 1 5 5  G r a c e  A v e n u e   B r o n x ,  N Y  1 0 4 6 9

W o r k m e n ’ s  C i r c l e  M u l t i C a r e  C e n t e r
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Evers Marina and Seaplane Base

Evers Marina and Seaplane Base

COUPON
$50 OFF SLIP

SLIP PRICES
(Per Foot)

$85 SUMMER
$55 WINTER

$135 YEARLY

RAMP PASSES
$20 PER DAY

$275 YEARLY PASS

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
The Bronx is one sick 

place.
A recent national sur-

vey of county-by-county 
health statistics found 
the borough to be the un-
healthiest county in New 
York state, with 24% of its 
people ranked in fair or 
poor health, with 18% of the 
population smoking, 28% 
considered obese, and 17% 
medically uninsured. 

The numbers also show 
15% of the borough’s pop-
ulation engage in exces-
sive drinking, while only 
30% get the recommended 
amount of physical activity, 
and 41% of its children live 
below the poverty line.

The survey was based 
on how long and how well 
people live, depending on 
multiple factors including 
childhood poverty, rates of 
smoking, obesity levels and 
access to physicians and 
dentists. 

Other factors such as ac-
cess to healthy foods, levels 
of physical inactivity and 
teen birth rates were also 
taken into account in the 
survey by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and 
University of Wisconsin, 

Livingston County in 
western New York was 
ranked as the healthiest 
county, followed by Rock-
land. Putnam, Westchester 
and Nassau counties.

As an initiative to raise 
awareness of the health is-
sues in the Bronx, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
will host a Health and Well-
ness Summit at Fordham 
University’s Rose Hill Cam-
pus on Saturday, April 6 
from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 “We see this event as a 
major fi rst step towards a 
comprehensive health and 
wellness agenda for not just 
the Bronx but the entire 
City, and I urge everyone 
with an interest in these 

important topics to sign up 
for a day of thought-provok-
ing discussion on the health 
of our City,” Diaz said.

Up to 30 breakout ses-
sions, in Spanish and Eng-
lish,  will be held as part of 
the summit, including top-
ics on access to health care, 
community health and be-
havioral health.

Dr. Max Gomez, award-
winning health correspon-
dent for CBS, will present 
the summit’s keynote ad-
dress.

One of TV’s most re-
spected medical journal-
ists, he has produced award-
winning health and science 
segments for network sta-
tions in New York and Phil-
adelphia, and reported for 
Dateline, Today Show and 
48 Hours.

 Over almost three de-
cades, he’s earned nine 
Emmy Awards, three NY 
State Broadcaster’s Associa-
tion awards and UPI’s “Best 

Documentary” award.
He was also named the 

American Health Founda-

tion’s “Man of the Year.”
Registration to attend 

the summit can be found 

at the Borough President’s 
website: bronxboropres.
nyc.gov/.

As Bronx is named unhealthiest county in NY, Diaz turns talks to health

BP Diaz to hold Bronx health summit

Chopped liver, matzo 
balls, chicken, charoset, 
macaroons and all kinds of 
other goodies were part of 
the very successful Passover 
Seder conducted by Temple 
Hatikva last Sunday.  Al-
most 30 persons participated 
in the traditional reading 
of the Passover Hagaddah 
along with a sumptuous Ko-
sher meal.

The Seder, led by Can-
tor Kyle Cherry and Rabbi 
Harry Hertzberg was an ab-
solutely wonderful experi-
ence for all involved.  There 
was singing, reading and 
eating, as everyone partici-
pated in this event.

Passover, the Jewish Fes-

tival of Freedom, celebrates 
the liberation of the Hebrew 
nation from slavery in Egypt.  
It is a holiday that has uni-
versal appeal, bringing the 
messages of freedom and jus-

tice to the entire world.
Temple Hatikva is lo-

cated at 2440 Esplanade. If 
you need more information, 
please call Temple Hatikva 
at (718) 792-1109. 

Temple Hatikva Seder success

Cantor Kyle Cherry serves Passover meal at Temple Hatikva Sede
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© 2013 VNSNY CHOICE

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

CALL NOW FOR THIS
FREE BROCHURE FROM 
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE 
OF NEW YORK

1-855-AT CHOICE
(1-855-282-4642) TTY: 711
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org/choicemltc

Are you eligible for Medicaid? Do you need ongoing care at 
home? Then you may qualify for a health plan from VNSNY 
that’s designed to help you live safely at home – even if you 
need help with day-to-day activities like bathing, dressing 
and preparing meals. You can keep your own doctor (as long 
as the doctor agrees to work with the plan), and most often 
you can keep the aide you have now. 

VNSNY CHOICE MLTCManaged Long Term Care 
The health plan for New Yorkers with complex health needs.
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

25,000 sq. ft.
Class A Office Space

in New Building
for Lease!Triangle Plaza

The Hub at
149th Street

Exclusive Licensed Broker

Well, one camp says Bronx 
Republican Party Boss Jay Savino 
got his arm heavily twisted to dump 
backing former Bronx Boro Prez 
Adolfo Carrion, NOT back su-
permarket and oil billionaire John 
Catsimatidis and support Joe 
Lhota for mayor.

But Savino’s camp says no, 
no, no!

So let’s just tell the tale.
After ex-Dem Adolfo was left 

with only the Independence Party 
ballot line as a potential Hispanic 
vote drainer, Savino then consider-
ing backing Catsimatidis, according 
to sources.

But with Rudy Giuliani push-
ing his ex-deputy mayor and more 
recently MTA chairman Lhota, 
we’re told some heavy duty back-
room politics was supposedly put 
into play, especially since the City 
Council’s four Republican mem-
bers recently managed through 
an obscure legal loophole to seize 
control of Savino’s prime political 
job bank: the city Board of Elec-
tions, where a number of Bronx Re-
publican minions pull a paycheck.

Bronx Republican Dawn 
Sandow has been holding down 
the fort there as deputy director 
since the 2010 departure under a 
cloud of Bronx Dem exec director 
George Gonzalez. Meanwhile, J.C. 
Polanco, former board president 
and Bronx GOP rep to the evenly-
divided ten-member board, is still 
waiting – and hoping – for his re-
appointment.

“Jay also has a large number 
of his Bronx people working at the 
board,” said one source, discussing 
what the county leader  might have 
to lose. “It sounds like he found 
himself in a pickle.”

But a source close to Savino 
(NOT Jay) told us choosing Lhota 
was strictly on the merits. Okay....

CONGRATS
 To Councilman Jimmy 

Vacca’s longtime chief of staff Jeff 
Lynch, chosen by the Bronx Dem-
ocratic Committee to fill the male 
district leader’s seat in the 82nd 
Assembly District covering the east 
Bronx. The job opened up with the 
recent naming of Frank Randazzo 
as new Bronx Public Administrator, 

dealing with the estates of persons 
who die without wills or are unable 
to administer their own affairs. 

DAVID vs. GOLIATH
While Andrew Cohen ap-

pears to be the 500-pound gorilla 
in the race to fill the Riverdale City 
Council seat of term-limited Oliver 
Koppel, with a slew of endorse-
ments just short of the new pope, 
challenger Cliff Stanton is puff-
ing with some pride over his own 
fundraising efforts “relative,” as he 
puts it, to both Bronx and citywide 
races: Cliff said he’s raised more 
money – 53Gs – than all but three 
candidates actively running for City 
Council seats in the Bronx, along 
with some other feats of political 
prowess.

And BTW, Boro Prez Ruben 
Diaz Jr. added his endorsement of 
Cohen on Thursday. 

ONE-MAN SEDER
Former east Bronx Assem-

blyman Steve Kaufman tells us he 
was feeling kinda lonely at his Pass-
over Seder, the only Jew among his 
guests, and with Greek-American 
wife Gheri doing the cooking. “I felt 

like asking, ‘What am I, chopped 
liver?’”

INNER LAUGH CIRCLE
We confess - but with no 

regrets - to a brief encounter with 
Mayor Bloomberg’s girlfriend, Di-
ana Taylor.

It was at last Saturday 
night’s black-tie Inner Circle show 
at the NY Hilton, where the city’s 
political reporters roasting the 
pols, and the mayor responds at 
the end with Broadway show cast 
members.

Maybe it was the tux that put 
us in the mood, but when we found 
ourselves standing next to the suc-
cessful, talented and very attractive 
Ms. Taylor, we couldn’t resist ask-
ing in our best charming voice, “So, 
what’re you doing after the show?”

She has a great laugh....
COP CORNER
•Gimme a break dept. 

There’s been a lot of ink about the 
40th Precinct C.O., Deputy Inspec-
tor Christopher McCormack, 
being secretly taped by an under-
performing cop . The tape wound 
up at a federal trial over department 

“quotas” and stop-and-frisk target-
ing of blacks and Hispanics.

Sorry, but on this one, we 
gotta side with McCormack, a dedi-
cated, community-oriented pro who 
makes total sense on the FULL 
transcript describing a precinct 
robbery pattern involving minority 
suspects ages 14 to 21.

•Crime blotter. West Bronx 
Councilman Fernando Cabrera 
has a bill wending its way through 
the legislative maze that would let 
folks check out crime stats in their 
local nabe. The NYPD posts pre-
cinct-wide crime stats on its web-
site, but it also has the local crime 
numbers available on its comput-
ers. Baltimore and Chicago already 
use the local stats. A series of sto-
ries in the Norwood News inspired 
Cabrera’s legislation.

VINNY WORDS
When last heard from, Vinny 

Words of Bedford Park was using 
an air pistol to shoot pigeons try-
ing to get into his apartment after 
a neighbor began keeping those 
“doity boids” inside his own apart-
ment.

Now Vinny has become the 
adopted son of Presho, South Da-
kota, pop. 497.

 After a pheasant hunting trip 
there last year, seems the whole 
town remembered “that fast–tawk-
ing guy from the Bronx” on his lat-
est trip.

Vinny said he was amazed - 
“Gedouddaheah!” - at all the folks 
who remembered him from his last 
foray, especially at the City Bar in 
downtown Presho – if you could ac-
tually call it a downtown in the land 
of pickup trucks and 4x4s.

The town, named for J. S. 
Presho, who arrived locally from 
New York in 1858, does boast for-
mer South Dakota congressman 
Clint Roberts and Don Nankivel, 
six time National Field Archery As-
sociation State Traditional Archery 
Champion as native sons.

To which it can now add ad-
opted Bronx son Vinny Words.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
March 20 - Councilman Jim-

my (“That’s not acceptable!”) 
Vacca, the Energizer Bunny of 
Bronx electeds.
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Going smoke-free is the only way to 
protect your family and neighbors from the 
dangers of secondhand smoke at home. 
 

It’s easier than you think.
Contact the Bronx Smoke-Free Partnership 
today to learn more about how your building can 
go smoke-free.  

Visit: NYCSmokeFree.org/housing

FACT: Smoke-free Homes 
are Healthier and Safer.
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40th PCT.
WED, MARCH 13th, 3:20 

p.m. – Brook Ave. and East 145 
St. An alarm was issued for a male 
who drove away with a child inside 
the vehicle. Apparently the man 
was involved in a dispute with the 
child’s mother. After assaulting the 
woman, the man drove off with 
the child in the vehicle. Additional 
police officers were sent into the 
area to help locate the culprit. A 
search was conducted and in less 
than an hour the man was arrested 
in Manhattan. The child was not 
harmed. 

WED, MARCH 13th, 6:30 
p.m. – 177 Willis Ave. Special-
ized police officers were called to 
a building near East 136 St. where 
a person was barricaded inside an 
apartment. Police officers from 
the Emergency Service Squad 
were called to take control of the 
situation. Assisting these highly 
trained officers were members of 
the Hostage Negations Team and 
the Technical Assist Response 
Unit in addition to a K-9 unit. The 
person surrendered without any 
additional problems.  

41st PCT.
SAT, MARCH 9th, 6:30 

a.m. – 740 Bryant Ave. Officials 
are looking into the death of an in-
fant. First responders attempted 
to come to the aid of a two-month 
old baby that was lying in a crib. 
The baby was placed in the crib 
around 1:30 a.m. and was found 
not breathing at 6:30 a.m. when 
the call for assistance was made.

SAT, MARCH 9th, 7:55 p.m. 
– Westchester Ave. and Faile St. 
A middle aged woman was trans-
ported to Lincoln Medical Center 
in critical condition. The Hispanic 
woman had been struck by three 
vehicles that apparently left the 
accident scene. Detectives are 
handling the follow-up inquiry.  

TUES, MARCH 12th, 12:00 
p.m. – 814 Hewitt Pl. An inves-
tigation was launched after law 
enforcement officials learned of 
a home invasion. Two unknown 
black males at gun point made 
entry into the home. The occu-
pant was secured before the cul-
prits made off with a safe from the 
home. Local detectives are con-
ducting the investigation. 

43rd PCT.
SAT, MARCH 9th, 12:00 

a.m. – 682 Castle Hill Ave. The 
morning started with police offi-
cers learning of an armed robbery. 
Two black males displaying a gun 
entered a Chinese Restaurant. A 
worker was approached and mon-
ey was demanded by the culprits. 
One of the workers was injured by 
flying glass after one of the cul-
prits threw a glass bottle. A search 
of the area by local police officers 
resulted with the arrest of one sus-
pect. Officials are looking for the 
second culprit and hope to recover 
the weapon. 

SAT, MARCH 9th, 2:00 
a.m. – 1505 Leland Ave. Police 
officers arrested another teenager 
for possession of a gun. This time 

a 19 year old black male ended up 
in trouble with law enforcement 
officials after a 38-caliber revolver 
was taken away from the boy. The 
teen can be looking toward a pos-
sible three year jail sentence.    

SAT, MARCH 9th, 6:00 
a.m. – It took police officers a few 
hours before they were able to ar-
rest a suspect. The thief robbed an 
I-phone from a female victim in the 
Parkchester area. Authorities were 
able to trace the phone leading to 
the suspect’s arrest.

SUN, MARCH 10th, 6:30 
p.m. – 212 Harding Park. Authori-
ties are looking into the death of a 
53 year old man that occurred in 
the Classon Point area. The man’s 
body was discovered in the struc-
ture’s attic. Apparently the victim 
might have taken his own life.  

MON, MARCH 11th, 8:15 
p.m. – Taylor Ave. and Sound 
View Ave. An investigation was 
launched after officials learned 
that an elderly person had been 
struck by a vehicle. A 75 year old 
Hispanic man was struck and 
critically injured by a vehicle but 
expired at Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter. Local detectives are working 
with officers from Highway 1’s 
Accident Investigation Squad in 
an attempt to identify the mo-
torist. 

TUES, MARCH 12th, 3:35 
p.m. – 1234 Elder Ave. An inquiry 
was launched after police officials 
became aware of a death. Officials 
are looking into the death of a 35 
year old Hispanic man. Detectives 
are waiting to see what the Medi-
cal Examiner’s office uncovers. 

WED, MARCH 13th, 9:05 
a.m. – 2062 Watson Ave. A man 
with a mental problem keep police 
at bay from his home. The 33 year 
old Hispanic male has secured 
himself inside the home. Law en-
forcement officers responded, but 
the man refused to open the door. 
Police officers from the Emergen-
cy Service Squad responded and 
were able to gain control of the 
Latino man. Once in custody he 
was transported to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center.  

44th PCT.
SUN, MARCH 10th, 9:15 

p.m. – Police investigators are 
looking into a report that a female 
had been sexually assaulted. The 
victim informed that she had been 
raped by a male known to her. 
Specially trained investigators are 
looking into the incident.

45th PCT.
WED, MARCH 13th, 5:40 

a.m. – Hutchinson River Pkwy 
and East Tremont Ave. First re-
sponders were faced with a seri-

ous accident. A vehicle struck a 
tractor-trailer that should not have 
been on the parkway causing the 
motorist to be ejected from the 
vehicle. All southbound lanes were 
closed by the emergency workers 
as the two injured persons were 
treated prior to being transported 
to Jacobi Medical Center. The two 
persons who were transported to 
Jacobi Medical Center were trav-
eling in the sedan and reported to 
be in critical condition.  Police of-
ficers from Highway 1’s Accident 
Investigation Squad were called 
to the scene and an inquiry is un-
derway.  

46th PCT.
SUN, MARCH 10th, 5:00 

a.m. 1520 Sedgwick Ave. Au-
thorities are looking for a 
black male after a man was 
stabbed. A 49 year old black 
male victim was transported 
to St. Barnabas Hospital after 
suffering a stab wound to the 
sternum. The culprit fled the 
area prior to arrival of police 
officers.

MON, MARCH 11th, 7:05 
a.m. – University Ave. and West 
Tremont Ave. A report that shot 
had been fired was verified by the 
responding officers. Police offi-
cers were directed to a conve-
nience store where two Hispanic 
males attempted to commit a rob-
bery. One of the culprits fire a gun 
at another male who ran off caus-
ing the pair to fled empty handed.  
Local detectives will conduct a 
follow-up inquiry. No injuries were 
reported.

47th PCT.
SAT, MARCH 9th, 12:05 

p.m. – 3308 Wickham Ave. Po-
lice officials were able to recover 
evidence at the site where a gun 
had been fired. After searching the 
area, police officers were unable 
to locate any person who might 
had been injured by the weapon’s 
discharge. Local sleuths are han-
dling the follow-up inquiry. 

SAT, MARCH 9th, 8:30 
p.m. – 980 East 233 St. An in-
quiry was launched after officials 
learned that a robbery had oc-
curred. The unknown thief robbed 
the local Subway Sandwich Shop 
at gun point. No serious injuries 
were reported. 

SUN, MARCH 10th, 7:50 
p.m. – 712 East 215 St. Officials 
are looking for the person who fire 
a gun. The bullet was aimed at a 
window authorities indicated. No 
injuries were reported.  

TUES, MARCH 12th, 5:30 
a.m. – Authorities were alerted 
that a 37 year old Hispanic male 
was sexually assaulted. The Latino 

man was apparently assaulted by 
three males who fled prior to the 
arrival of police. The injured man 
was transported to Jacobi Medical 
Center for specialized treatment.  

TUES, MARCH 12th, 1:10 
p.m. – 876 East 225 St. Police of-
ficers assigned to the Bronx Task 
Force arrested a 60 year old black 
male. The elder man was charged 
with illegal possession of a gun. 
Taken away from the culprit was a 
357-caliber revolver. 

WED, MARCH 13th, 2:00 
a.m. – 3697 Holland Ave. Police 
investigators are looking into an in-
cident where a gun had been dis-
charged. The bullets caused prop-
erty damage only. Local sleuths 
are handling the inquiry.

WED, MARCH 13th, 3:15 
a.m. – 761 Burke Ave. Police of-
ficers were called to another inci-
dent where bullets had been fired. 
Officials indicated that numerous 
shots had been fire permitting in-
vestigators to recover evidence. 
Also recovered at the scene by po-
lice was a gun. Manhattan officials 
notified Bronx police officers that 
at Harlem Hospital there was a 26 
year old black male suffering from 
a bullet wound to the stomach 
area. The young male was reported 
to be in stable condition. The inqui-
ry is ongoing.

WED, MARCH 13th, 4:45 
p.m. – Bussing Ave. and Ely Ave. 
A search was conducted for a rob-
bery team. The unknown culprits 
conducted four separate robberies 
within a short period of time. Po-
lice investigators are gathering in-
formation about the culprit in hope 
of being able to identify them.

THURS, MARCH 14th, 9:00 
a.m. – 3457 Eastchester Rd. The 
area was sealed off after a pos-
sible explosive device was found. 
A hand grenade was discovered 
lying on a lawn across from the 
neighborhood fire station. Police 
officers were called to the scene. 
Upon seeing the device police of-
ficers from the Emergency Ser-
vice Squad were dispatched. After 
an examination, the experts from 
the Bomb Squad were sumoned. 
These officers were able to deter-
mine that the grenade was inert. 
Calm returned to the area. 

48th PCT.
SUN, MARCH 10th, 3:10 

p.m. – 2366 Lorillard Pl. The med-
ical staff at St. Barnabas Hospital 
treated a male. The male was suf-
fering from a grazed wound to the 
right ankle. Detectives are looking 
for the person who fired the gun 
causing the injury.

MON, MARCH 11th, 8:30 
p.m. – 855 East 178 St. Addition-
al assistance was needed by mem-
bers of the state probation depart-

ment. The probation officers were 
serving a warrant during an ongo-
ing inquiry. The officers discov-
ered a quantity of chemicals and 
needed assistance from experts 
before the chemicals could be 
moved. Inside the home was a 15 
gallon drum of an unknown chemi-
cal, besides Molotov Cocktails. 

WED, MARCH 13th, 7:25 
a.m. – 457 East 187 St. Police 
officers recovered another gun. 
This time members of the Bronx 
Anti-Crime Unit nabbed a sus-
pect who was in possession of a 
loaded 9-mm pistol. The gun was 
vouched as evidence pending the 
outcome of the culprit’s trail.

THURS, MARCH 14th, 
10:40 p.m. – 765 East 175 St. In-
vestigators are looking for the cul-
prit who shot a 23 year old black 
male. The injured young man was 
transported to St. Barnabas Hos-
pital suffering from a bullet wound 
to the right leg. The male victim 
was reported to be in stable condi-
tion. Local detectives are handling 
the inquiry.

49th PCT.
SAT, MARCH 9th, 4:00 a.m. 

- 1659 Wallace Ave. A suspect 
was arrested as authorities re-
moved another gun from local 
streets. This time a 38-caliber 
revolver was vouched as evi-
dence by the arresting police 
officers for the pending trail.   

50th PCT.
MON, MARCH 11th, 4:40 

a.m. – Broadway and West 230 
St. Police officers responding on 
a call that indicated that shots had 
been fired found a male victim. 
A 23 year old Hispanic male was 
suffering from four bullet wounds 
to the leg. The young man was 
transported to St. Barnabas Hos-
pital reported to be in stable con-
dition. 

TUES, MARCH 12th, 2:00 
p.m. – 2975 Tibbett Ave. First re-
sponders from several agencies 
responded to Public School # 360, 
also known as the In-Tech Acad-
emy after students were affected 
by unknown fumes. Crews from 
the Emergency Medical Services 
treated sixteen students and one 
staff member who were affected 
by the odor. All were transported 
to Montefiore Hospital for treat-
ment. Experts determined that a 
pepper spray was released within 
the hallways of the school.

WED, MARCH 13th, 2:40 
p.m. – Fort Independence St. 
Authorities are looking for a male 
teenager. The unknown culprit be-
lieved to be 18 years or older at-
tempted to rob a 14 year old boy. 
The young victim was able to es-
cape from the older teen who had 
followed the victim into a build-
ing lobby. The would-be thief fled 
empty handed while police began 
to search for the would-be thief.  

52nd PCT. 
TUES, MARCH 12th, 11:35 

a.m. – 2810 Morris Ave. Police 
officers searched for two Hispanic 
males who invaded a home. The 

unknown pair invaded the home. 
Once inside the two occupants 
were secured by the men who 
were posing as Con Edison work-
ers. The two culprits made off with 
a selection of electronic equip-
ment and two-hundred dollars 
in cash. The male occupant was 
burned by the culprits who used 
a hot pot to torture the man. The 
injured man was taken to Jacobi 
Medical Center Burn Center. 

THURS, MARCH 14th, 3:00 
p.m. – University Ave. and West 
183 St. Police officers came to the 
aid of school officials who were 
trying to break up a fight. Two 
workers, a school principle and a 
school safety officer, were injured 
as they attempted to put an end to 
the fight. Police officers respond-
ed and ended up arresting two 
culprits. The two victims refused 
medical aid and returned to their 
educational facility. 

Housing
SAT, MARCH 9th, 10:30 

p.m. – 1755 Story Ave. Police in-
vestigators are looking for the per-
son who fired a bullet into a home. 
The projectile was fired through a 
window officials indicated. None 
of the occupants were injured. Po-
lice officers from Housing’s PSA 
# 8 are working with members of 
the 43rd Pct. Detective Squad. 
Evidence was recovered at the 
scene. 

MON, MARCH 11th, 8:30 
p.m. – 635 Castle Hill Ave. Police 
officers from Housing’s PSA # 8 
arrested a male who was in pos-
session of a gun. Taken away from 
the 33 year old black male was a 
22-caliber revolver. The hand gun 
was vouched as evidence. 

Fire Log
SAT, MARCH 9th, 9:15 

a.m. – 2275 Grand Concourse. 
Firefighters on the western side of 
the borough were summoned to 
a supermarket near East 183 St. 
Arriving at the scene. A blaze was 
detected in the Bravo Supermar-
ket. Battalion 19 informed Bronx 
Fire Headquarters that there was 
a fire in the basement of the one 
story high structure. Engine 75 
and Tower Ladder 33 were the 
first units to arrive. Assisting them 
were Engines 48, 42, and 88 along 
with Ladders 56, 38, and 27. Bat-
talion 19 reported that there was 
a heavy smoke condition and fire 
sprinklers were activated in the 
basement area pour water to help 
contain the spread of fire. Divi-
sion 7 arrived and assumed com-
mand from Battalion 19. Due to 
the smoke condition Ladder 58 
was sent to the scene to help di-
minish the smoke with special-
ized equipment. Occupants of an 
adjacent building were evacuated 
due to the heavy smoke condition 
and high CO readings. Before the 
fire was declared under control 
at 10:07 a.m., two additional lad-
der companies were requested. 
The fire was declared suspicious 
and fire marshals are investigating 
since three separate fires were 
detected by the smoke eaters. 
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OUR SPECIAL IRA CDs WILL HAVE YOU SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Ask for details 
or call 1-877-417-6547 

or visit ridgewoodbank.com

Member FDIC

Minimum Deposit is $500 

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
24 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.05%
 APY**

5 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.75%
 APY**

3 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.35%
 APY**

Bump-Up For 
A Better Rate!*

SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

THERMOS®

54-Can Collapsible Cooler

DIGITECH® 
Mini Digital Camera

PROCTOR SILEX® 
Traditions™ Food Chopper    

LEAPFROG® 
Chat and Count Cell Phone

PICNIC TIME® 
Blanket Tote    

WHEN YOU MAKE AN IRA OR COVERDELL 

EDUCATION ACCOUNT DEPOSIT OF $2,000 

OR MORE BY APRIL 15TH, YOU MAY EARN 

YOUR CHOICE OF 100 REWARD POINTS*** 

REDEEMABLE FOR EXCITING GIFTS OR AN 

AUTOMATIC IZOD® UMBRELLA.

** 

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) 
are effective February 1, 2013 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for premature 
withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA accountholder. Check RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The Bank has the right to 
substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2013. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Umbrella is $2,000 and CD term must be 
at least one year.
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Gun Violence

Assault weapon ban

Dear editor

From Newtown, Connecticut to Aurora, Colo-
rado – and all the way to the Bronx, Queens and 
the other boroughs of this great city – gun vio-
lence is a plague on our communities.

During the past several months since the 
tragedy at the Sandy Hook Elementary School, 
leaders from across the city, state and nation 
have been offering ideas to combat gun vio-
lence and restrict access to military-style as-
sault weapons. The majority of these ideas have 
focused on changing the laws regarding legal 
gun ownership. But we must be willing to take 
a different step – one that will target and help 
combat the threat of illegal guns used by vio-
lent criminals to terrorize our neighborhoods. 
We must keep the spotlight of the law on these 
offenders, even after they are released by the 
court system. 

That is why we have joined together to sup-
port the creation of a statewide gun offender 
registry, which would be an expansion of the 
one created in New York City in 2006 by Mayor 
Bloomberg, Speaker Quinn and Council Member 
Vallone – the fi rst ever of its kind. This measure 
would provide police across New York with one 
of the resources the NYPD and Commissioner 
Ray Kelly have used to bring murders in the City 
to the lowest recorded number in history.

The statewide registry would include simi-
lar reporting requirements to New York State’s 
existing sex offender registry. It would keep the 
names of people convicted of crimes involving 
guns on the registry for at least 10 years, and re-
quire offenders to check in regularly with local 
police. Failure to perform any of the registration 
obligations would be considered a felony level 
crime.

New York City is the safest big city in Amer-
ica, in part because our registry allows the police 
to shine a light on gun offenders. Now, the State 
Legislature must follow in the City’s footsteps by 
providing law enforcement with this common-
sense crime-fi ghting tool that will help keep the 
public safe. 

Furthermore, while it is currently used as 
a surveillance tool by law enforcement offi cials 
and other city agencies, it cannot be viewed by 
the public. We are now also working to update 
this law to allow people to access the registry 
online, giving them the ability to identify the 
gun offenders in their communities. Rather 
than publicly displaying the names of legal 
gun owners who have not broken the law – as 
was recently done by The Journal News in 
Westchester County – why not alert people to 
the potentially dangerous criminals walking 
among them?

We must work together towards a safer City 
and State, so that our residents can raise their 
families without constantly looking over their 
shoulders. We cannot continue to let gun offend-
ers slip through the cracks or step back into the 
shadows and continue to infest our neighbor-
hoods with crime. The eyes of the law, and the 
public, must remain fi xed fi rmly upon them. 

Ruben Diaz Jr.,

Bronx Borough President

Councilman Peter Vallone 

Chairman, public safety committee

Dear editor,

Not for the fi rst time and certainly not for the 
last, greed and profi t have trumped the safety of 
the people, as the cowardly Senate drops the as-
sault weapon ban provision from the “gun con-
trol” proposed legislation. 

The NRA and the gun lobby still rule.
 How many more thousands have to die on our 

streets, in their homes and places of business and 
in their schools because some crazy person has 

Saving medical costs
Dear editor,

Because the American health care system is 
the most expensive in the world and has com-
paratively poor outcomes, containing costs and 
improving quality have become critical goals of 
health care reform.

  Achieving these goals will be exceedingly 
diffi cult and complex, but there is a relatively 
simple opportunity to take a step in the right 
direction by supporting the use of telemedicine 
for improved patient engagement. 

 The patient engagement system addresses 
one of the fundamental reasons for poor out-
comes: poor patient adherence by engaging with 
patients outside of the medical offi ce and by re-
ducing patients out-of-pocket costs for transpor-
tation, co-payments, time off from work, and 
childcare.

  The good news is that such a system already 
exists.  The bad news is that it is funded only for 
people in rural America.

It is not available in urban or suburban 
areas because currently telemedicine is seen 
just as a substitute for face-to-face treatment 
rather than as an alternative to traditional 
medicine that could result in vastly improved 
outcomes by overcoming the problem of poor 
adherence.

Rincy Joseph

Family Nurse Practitioner

Letters to the editor are welcome 
from all readers. They should be ad-
dressed care of this newspaper to Laura 
Guerriero, Publisher, the Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454, or e-mail to bronxtimes@cn-
glocal.com. All letters, including those 
submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed 
and with a verifiable address and tele-
phone number included. Note that the  
address and telephone number  will 
NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld upon request. 
No unsigned letters can be accepted for 
publication. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all submissions.

Let us hear
from you

Five St. Catharine Academy students received certifi cates of appreciation from the Greater New York 
Blood Center at a breakfast on March 15 at the Bronx Zoo.
 The SCA Blood Drive Committee, lead by senior Dominique Angell, coordinated two blood drives in the 
past year resulting in the donation of 84 pints of blood.
 St. Catharine Academy will sponsor a third blood drive at SCA, at 2250 Williamsbridge Road, on Tuesday, 
April 23, 2013 from 9 am to 3 pm.
  For more information contact:  Maureen Prochaska, mprochaska@scahs.org, 718-882-2882.

Pictured (l to r)  Jenna Leboy, representative of the Blood Center, Dominique Angell, chairperson 
of SCA committee, Luiza Vukaj, Gina Uljic, Blerina Raci, and Joanna Abaraoha.

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION TO ST. CATHARINE ACADEMY

access to a personal arsenal?
 Why can’t the “second amendment rights” 

advocates see how they are being used by the gun 
manufacturers to maintain their enormous prof-
its and keep the money, and in consequence the 
innocent blood, fl owing?

Sandi Lusk
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Westchester Square Medical Center  
is now Montefiore Westchester Square

• 24/7 emergency care

• Ambulatory Surgery Center

• Your neighborhood access point to comprehensive care

Combining our deep commitment to the community with nationally renowned 
expertise, Montefiore provides care where you live and work.

Learn more about Montefiore Medical Center  
at: www.montefiore.org
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Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

We Also Have Ofiices in Manhattan and Queens
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264

BY DAVID CRUZ
Graffi ti tagging is some-

thing of an everyday occur-
rence in the Pelham Park-
way nabe, where scrawls of 
spraypaint often stain the 
White Plains Road busi-
ness strip. 

One day graffi ti comes 
up, then comes down, only 
to come back again.  

And while city agencies 
work to control the prob-
lem, Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj intends to stop the 
issue before it begins.  

He’s created a scared 
straight program, tak-
ing his anti-graffi ti mes-
sage to neighborhood high 
schools.

  With support from the 
police department, Gjonaj 
is now relying on ex-tag-
gers to warn children on 
the dangers of graffi ti tag-
ging.  

“The actual testimony 
of someone who went 
through the system be-
cause of it, and what it’s 

costing him and his fam-
ily,” said Gjonaj, “would 
be the message every child 
can relate to.” 

The issue hit home for 
Gjonaj after a gate next to 
his Morris Park realty of-
fi ce wound up awash with 
spraypaint.  He quickly re-
painted the gate, though he 
fumed over having to clean 
up the vandalism.  

Gjonaj suggests taggers 
perform community ser-
vice that fi ts the crime, fa-
voring that sentence over 
jail time.  

“I would imagine any 
child who performs 100 
hours of community ser-
vice will not touch another 
spraycan again,” said 
Gjonaj, though he backs 
incarceration for repeat of-
fenders.  

Edith Blitzer, head 
of the Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association, 
was glad - and supportive - 
to hear about the plan. 

“They should be edu-

cated before they hit the 
streets,” said Blitzer, 
though she suspects many 

of vandals are adults.  
“The kids who are do-

ing this are going to high 

school,” she said.  “Be-
cause this is happening at 
2 o’clock in the morning.”

It was one of the topics 
of discussion when Judge 
Douglas McKeon was the 
special guest at the March 
12 PPNA meeting, with 
Blitzer pushing for graf-
fi ti cleanup for those con-
victed.  

“I’m living in this 
neighborhood for 40 years,” 
said Blitzer.  “I’ve never 
seen graffi ti as bad as it is 
now.”  

Gjonaj’s platform, a 
more proactive than reac-
tive step, contrasts with 
Sen. Jeff Klein’s Graffi ti 
Cleanup Program, a state-
funded initiative that 
wipes away scribbles of 
graffi ti after the crime.  

Klein also favors com-
munity service that fi ts the 
crime, even sponsoring a 
bill that’s now in the mid-
dle of a committee review.  

Reach reporter David 
Cruz at dcruz@cnglocal.
com or follow him on Twit-
ter @CWEBCRUZER.

Aims to talk with nabe youths to stop vandalism 

Assemblyman Gjonaj pushing anti-graffi ti program 

Taggers haved been using Pelham Parkway like a drawing board.  This store on the corner of Lydig Ave. 
and White Plains Road has all its shutters scribbled in spraypaint.  Photo by David Cruz 
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Rates Going Up? Let’s Talk.
2013 FACTS

Are scheduled to 
increase this year
Now is the time to call

TRI-STATE INSURANCE
and put us to work for you!

No Games, No Gimmicks
Just Professional Advice &

Competetitive rates

718.618.7666

www.tsinsbk.com
Protecting the interests of Families and Business Owners is What We Do Best

Licensed in New York, New Jersey & Connecticut
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx was most 

definitely in the house at 
this year’s budget negoti-
ating session in Albany.

Senator Jeff Klein be-
came the Fourth Man 
in the room with Gov. 
Cuomo, Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver and Klein’s 
Senate co-leader, Republi-
can Dean Skelos in shap-
ing the budget.

 Klein, who leads the 
tie-breaking Independent 
Democratic Conference, 
touted this year’s new 
state budget as “the most 
middle-class friendly bud-
get in a generation.” 

For his Bronx district, 
Klein said the 2013-2014 
budget agreement will 
help constituents ranging 
from returning war vet-
erans looking for work, to 
minimum wage earners 
looking to maintain their 
place on the economic 
ladder, to small business 
owners. 

Minimum wage rises 

Besides giving mini-

mum wage earners a raise 
they deserve, the new bud-
get also puts real dollars 
back into the pockets of 
families in need, he said. 

“When we formed 
the bipartisan coalition 
last December, we prom-
ised low-wage workers 
that we would pass a ma-
jor increase to the mini-
mum wage,” he said. “To-
day, we’re delivering on 
that promise and rais-
ing the minimum wage 
even higher than anyone 
thought possible just three 
short months ago.”

The minimum wage 
will rise in three steps, 
from $7.25 to $9.00 per 
hour by late 2015, with 
Klein calling it especially 
important to many of his 
constituents. 

“In the Bronx, I think 
you have a disproportion-
ate amount of minimum 
wage workers, so you are 
going to see a boost in 
their pocket books,” he 
said. “That means they are 
going to be able to spend at 

local businesses for things 
like food, childcare and 

anything else they may 
need, which I think has a 

positive effect on the local 
economy.”

Help for vets 

The budget also saw the 
passage of a business tax 
credit of 10% of the salary 
of a newly hired veteran, 
up to $5,000. That number 
jumps to 15% of the salary 
of a disabled veteran, said 
Klein. 

Klein, whose district 
stretches diagonally from 
Riverdale to Throggs Neck, 
said the veterans credit 
came out of  ‘thoughtrais-
ers’ he had in his district 
with veterans groups and 
business leaders.

 “We found that vet-
erans’ unemployment is 
about 13 percent in New 
York...and that is looking 
at post 9/11 veterans com-
ing home. I think we are 
sending a terrible mes-
sage,” he said. “The least 
we can do is make sure 
people fighting for our 
country overseas have jobs 
when they return home.” 

Child rebates 

A Child Tax Credit was 

also enacted that will pro-
vide a $350 rebate check to 
families with at least one 
child under 16, and with 
incomes between $40,000 
and $300,000, said Klein. 
Families earning under 
$40,000 already get an 
earned income tax credit, 
a child tax credit, and a 
day care credit, he said. 

“Two years ago, we 
cut middle class taxes to 
their lowest level in sixty 
years,” he said. “Today, 
I’m proud to announce 
that these same low tax 
rates on the middle class 
are here to stay.”

Also passed in the bud-
get, said Klein, funding for 
many school building to 
function in the” commu-
nity school” model - where 
afterschool programing is 
provided and school build-
ings stay open at night and 
on weekends, as well as 
closing a $1.5 billion bud-
get deficit without raising 
taxes, creating new fees or 
borrowing.

Senator Jeff Klein is now the co-leader of the New York State Sen-
ate.  courtesy of the offi ce of Senator Jeff Klein 

Klein: passed budget helps middle class 
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URGENT CARE
3231 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

URGENT CARE
5665 Riverdale Avenue

Bronx, NY 10471
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Four outstanding indi-

viduals who have contrib-
uted to crime prevention 
and police and community 
relations in the east Bronx 
will be honored later this 
spring by the 45th Precinct 
Community Council. 

Local Country Club and 
Spencer Estate community 
activist Lou Amend, Co-op 
City Public Safety Dept. 
chief Frank Apollo,  Com-
munity Board 10 chairman 
John Marano, and City Is-
lander Barbara Dolensek 
will be feted at the coun-
cil’s annual breakfast on 
Wednesday, May 9 at Villa 
Barone Manor (737 Throgs 
Neck Expressway) from 
8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

The precinct will also 
honor its own outstanding 
offi cers and personnel who 
have made a difference, 
said Council president Bob 
Bieder. 

Lou Amend 

Amend is a staunch sup-
porter of Bronx District 
Attorney Robert Johnson’s 

community outreach pro-
grams and Senator Klein’s 
Courtwatchers program, 
getting involved after fi ve 
decades working in the gar-
ment district. 

“Lou has been a member 
of the 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council for as long 
as I have been and probably 
longer,” said Beider. “He 
gives of his time unself-
ishly and continuously, and 
has for many years.” 

“I was very surprised 
and I was very honored,” 
Amend said of the honor. 
“You never know who is 
watching you.”

John Marano 

Marano has used his 
role as chair of Community 
Board 10 to advocate for the 
return of a narcotics inves-
tigation module specifi cally 
for the 45th Precinct. 

“As chairperson of CB 
10, he has been fi ghting 
vigilantly for more police, 
particularly the drug task 
force,” said Bieder. 

Marano, a former police 
offi cer and fi refi ghter, said 

he is happy that the board 
and the public is taking no-
tice of people in the com-
munity who are trying to 
strengthen it. 

“I am just honored that 
the 45th Precinct Council 
chose to recognize me, be-
cause how many time do 
community activists get 
recognized?” said Marano.

Chief Frank Apollo 

With the “city within a 
city” being such a large seg-
ment of the 45th Precinct, 
Apollo, the head of Co-op 
City’s public safety police 
force, plays an integral role 
in the precinct’s overall 
crime picture.  

“He has worked very 
closely with the 45th Pre-
cinct, and every captain we 
have ever had at the pre-
cinct always praised him 
for the work he has done 
and the help he has been, 
and we are thrilled to honor 
him as well,” said Bieder. 

Barbara Dolensek 

Dolensek has been in-
volved as a volunteer with 
the City Island Civic Asso-

ciation, and a plethora of 
organizations on the nauti-
cal island community. 

“It is nice to be honored 
by the rest of the Bronx,” 
said Dolensek. “I was hon-
ored by the Bronx Times 
too a few years ago, but I 
was one of 25. This time 
I am one of four, which is 
even better.”

Bieder listed her accom-
plishments as being active 
with the not only the CICA, 
but also City Island’s gar-
den club, theater group, 
nautical museum, and non-
profi t newspaper, The Is-
land Current. 

Tickets and donations

Tickets (donations) 
are $15 and can be pur-
chased by calling Bieder at 
Westchester Square Plumb-
ing Supply at (718) 828-4400 
or Joe Boiko at Riverbay at 
(718) 320-3300, ext. 3409.  

To make a donation, 
mail it to Annie Boller,  c/o 
Abalon, 1040 Home Street, 
Bronx, NY 10459. 

45th Pct. Council to honor four 

LOU AMEND CHIEF FRANK APOLLO

JOHN MARANO BARBARA DOLENSEK



1
9

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
 M

a
r

. 2
9

-
 A

p
r

. 4
, 2

0
1

3
   

LJI JEWELERS SAYS

WAIT!
DON’T SELL YOUR GOLD

DON’T GET SCREWED

B
U
Y

P
A
W
N

AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

Pocket

M
or

e 
$ 

In
 Y

ou
r P

oc
ke

t M
ore $ In Your Pocket

Pocket

TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer

     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds

2) Then Come To LJI and Compare

     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot Higher!!!

3021 Westchester Ave.
Bronx, NY

718-931-1932

3645 Bruckner Blvd. BX
1 Block from Pelham Bay Station

347-651-3567

921 Broadway
Thornwood, NY
914-773-5500

www.ljijewelers.com

What ever happened to the days when people prided themselves on honesty and when 

their word was their bond? What ever happened to the days when people tried to help others 

instead of taking advantage of each other?

Today, we live in a very different world, but, thank God there are still places where you can 

go and still feel confident that you will always be treated fairly and more importantly, with 

honesty. One of these places is LJI Jewelers...they have been serving the Pelham Bay area 

for nearly 20 years. Aside from selling gold and diamond jewelry they do gold buying and 

pawning.

I’m sure you have heard of all the horror stories told by people who either sold their gold to 

gold buying stores or went to events in those convention centers and hotel conference rooms 

or who even sent their gold through the mail only to find out later that they got paid only a 

fraction of the money that their gold and diamonds were really worth. You hear this all the 

time, on the news or on the internet warning you not to go here or send your gold there.

When customers go to LJI to sell their gold or diamonds, they are pleasantly surprised, and 

in many cases stunned when they hear what they are offered. Some have even, believe it or 

not, been on the verge of tears. The customers always come back and send all their friends 

because they know they are being treated fairly, honestly and know they are getting the 

highest prices.

LJI always wants its customers to feel comfortable in knowing that the prices they are 

getting for their old gold is the highest price! LJI has put signs up in their stores encouraging 

people to shop around to see what offers they get for their old gold. Then, they want them to 

come back to LJI without saying what the other offers were, and then see how much more 

money LJI pays them.

So if you need to sell or pawn your old gold or diamond jewelery...

Go to LJI. You will come out with a big smile on your face.

REMEMBER OUR SLOGAN...
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Hold tight to theMemories...

http://www.lucchesefuneralhome.com/

This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Take a moment to remember  
all the sweet things this holiday.

Have a happy Easter.

BY DAVID CRUZ
One of the worst kept 

secrets has been con-
firmed – Bronx small busi-
nesses have been getting 
socked with hefty fines for 
at least a decade.  

In a detailed report 
compiled by the Public 
Advocate Bill DeBlasio’s 
office, the city has used 
every law in its books to 
squeeze thousands of dol-
lars out of businesses in 
the borough. 

Often with a blend of 
arbitration and impunity, 
small mom and pop ven-
tures have been fearful of 
Sanitation, Consumer Af-
fairs and Health Depart-
ment inspectors stopping 
by to issue summonses, 
particularly in Morrisa-
nia, where the city Depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs 
issued the most violations/
inspections citywide.  

The courts ordered 
six agencies to open their 

books in April 2012 at the 
rquest of the Public Ad-
vocate’s Office, which 
received a flurry of com-
plaints from small busi-
nesses throughout the 
Bloomberg years.  

The health department 
and consumer affairs both 
had the most impact on 
small business, according 
to the report. 

It found the ratio of 
DCA inspections to Bronx 
small businesses eight 
percent higher when com-
pared to Manhattan, with 
14% fewer inspections.  

When it came to sum-
monses, the Bronx small 
businesses had seven per-
cent more DCA fines than 
Manhattan, which saw an 
18% drop of small busi-
ness fines.  

Citywide, of ten neigh-
borhoods most inspected, 
fined and issued viola-
tions by DCA in 2012, five 
were in the Bronx.  

Working poor Morri-
sania, with 191 retailers, 
ranked first citywide, 
with 1,295 inspections and 

483 violations in 2012.  It 
ranked seventh for DCA 
fines, totalling $351,000.  

“It seems the govern-

ment we have now is not 
interested in small busi-
nesses’ plight,” said Me-
dina Sadiq, executive di-
rector of the Southern 
Boulevard Business Im-
provement District, cover-
ing parts of Morrisania.  

Accountant Ubaldo 
Santos bore the brunt of 
fines and violations by the 
Department of Sanitation 
after a corner trash bin 
near his business over-
flowed.  

“There’s no such a 
thing as a warning,” said 
Santos, part of a group of  
businesses along 183rd 
Street aiming to form a 
business improvement 
district.  

As for the Department 
of Health, where inspec-
tors make surprise visits 
to local eateries, the report 
showed the Bronx ranked 
very low in the number 
of inspections when com-
pared to other boroughs. 

Still, DeBlasio, a may-
oral candidate, believes 
the Bronx is being run 
through the mill with 
“gotcha fines” he calls a 
hidden tax.  

“The City of New York 
is treating small business 
owners like an ATM,” he 
said, announcing his find-
ings in front of Que Sabro-
sura Restaurant in Ford-
ham Heights March 22.  

He called the rush to 
hand out tickets to the 
Bronx over Manhattan an 
example of “Boroughism,” 
a term he coined.  

“The pattern of bias is 
abundantly clear,” said De-
Blasio, who recommends 
agencies educate first and 
fine later.  

He said his office will 
shortly release findings 
on Sanitation, Transpor-
tation, Buildings and Fi-
nance.

Public Advocate DeBlasio blames spike on ‘boroughism’ attitude

Public Advocate Bill DeBlasio, a mayoral candidate, unveils a chart 
detailing a rise in the number of fi nes aimed at small businesses in 
the Bronx. Photo by David Cruz  

Bronx small businesses drained by city fi nes
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EASTER
SUNDAY

MON - THURS
5PM-10PM

FRI, SAT, SUN
12PM-10PM
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WELCOME TO THE NEW, 
RENOVATED, LARGER

LIBERTY DINER!
Chris and Family wish you—our loyal and valued 

customers, Happy Easter, Happy Passover!

We thank you for your patronage and look 
forward to serving you—for  years to come!

We welcome everyone, including new customers, to our 
brand new, expanded dining salon – now available for your 

everyday dining pleasure.

Come enjoy our warm hospitality, PLUS

OPEN 7 DAYS  6:00 am – 10:00 pm
2059 WILLIAMSBRIDGE ROAD, BRONX, NY 10461 
(Cor. Lydig Avenue – 1 block South of Pelham Pkwy).

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

COME AND ENJOY YOUR MEAL WITH US.
ALSO…TAKE OUT MENU AND FREE DELIVERY

TEL: 718-823-6800
FAX: 718-828-0847

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
You won’t run aground 

with this new exhibit. 
The City Island Nautical 

Museum, a bastion of nauti-
cal history and island lore, 
has reopened on weekends.

The museum, at 190 Ford-
ham Street in an historic 
schoolhouse, will be open 
from 1 pm to 5 pm every Sat-
urday and Sunday through 
the fall. 

The spring season will 
feature a new exhibit in the 
museum’s recently refur-
bished library space focus-
ing on contributions to the 
community of active and 
past yacht and boating clubs 
on the island. 

The boating community 
on City Island owes a great 
deal to the long time exis-
tence of these clubs, at least 
six of which are still in op-
eration. 

“The show came out well 
and I am really delighted,” 
said Barbara Dolensek, mu-
seum vice-president and ad-
ministrator.  “All of the yacht 
clubs pitched in and there is 
a huge amount of informa-
tion.” 

One of the themes from 
the exhibit is that yacht-
ing used to be a “rich man’s 
game” with well-known fi -
nanciers and businessmen 
owning large yachts up until 
the 1920s, she said.

 Now, the island also 

boasts clubs that are not 
just docking spaces for sail-
ing and speed boats, but also 
more modest boats and kaya-
king clubs, she said. 

Another trend was that 
many of the yacht clubs 
burned down, she said, most 
recently in March 2007 when 
a major blaze destroyed an 
older building at the Stuyve-
sant Yacht Club.

Two of the clubs also re-
located from Pelham Bay 
Park after mega-city project 
builder Robert Moses asked 
them to remove themselves, 
said Dolensek. 

The City Island Yacht 
Club, the Harlem Yacht 

Club, the Island Boat Club, 
the Morris Yacht and Beach 
Club, the Stuyvesant Yacht 
Club, and the Touring Kayak 
Club are featured in the ex-
hibit, which is curated by 
City Island residents and 
sailors Rich Coar and Judy 
Judson.

There’s also an exhibit in 
a special section on the East-
chester Bay Racing Associa-
tion. An opening reception 
was held at the nautical mu-
seum on Sunday, March 24. 

The exhibition on yacht 
clubs will remain until July.

For special appointments 
during the week, call (718) 
885-0507.

Nautical Museum celebrates boating clubs

Museum visitor Raymond Curbelo discovers joy in boating at CINM 
exhibit.                                                        photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Anchors away at 
C.I. Museum! 

Congressman Joe Crow-
ley has  announced the start 
of the 2013 Congressional Art 
Competition for high school 
students in New York’s 14th 
Congressional District.

 The winning artwork 
will be displayed in the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington, D.C. 
for an entire year.

“The Congressional Art 
Competition is a fantastic 
way to share the great ar-
tistic talent we have here in 
the 14th Congressional Dis-

trict with the thousands of 
people who pass through the 
U.S. Capitol every day,” said 
Crowley (D-Bronx/Queens). 
“I look forward to seeing the 
work submitted by the stu-
dents in our area and I en-
courage all aspiring artists 
to apply.”

The Congressional Art 
Competition is a nationwide 
high school art competition 
that provides an opportunity 
for members of Congress to 
encourage and recognize ar-

tistic talents of their young 
constituents. Over 650,000 
high school students nation-
wide have participated in the 
competition since 1982.

Entries for the competi-
tion are now being accepted 
and must be received by 
Monday, April 22 at Crow-
ley’s Queens district offi ce 
in order to be considered. 
The offi ce is at at 82-11 37th 
Avenue, Suite 402, Queens, 
NY 11372.  For more informa-
tion, call (718) 779-1400.

Congressional Art Competition
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ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

Eddy Cruz says 
with a bit of hyperbole 
that he had to do his 
homework twice every 
night. 

The Mott Haven 
teen said his tears of 
frustration from deal-
ing with a drug ad-
dicted parent at home, 
would fade the ink on 
his homework and he 
would have to re-do it.

As a student who 
lives below the poverty 
line, Cruz has had a 
number of hurdles to 
overcome, but perhaps 
all of his hard work is 
finally paying off. 

The Cardinal Hayes 
High School senior  is 
one this year’s class of 
eight graduating seniors 
who have won New York 
Times College Scholar-
ships. 

They will each re-
ceive up to $7,500 in aid 
per year at the college of 
their choice, a summer 
internship at The Times 
and mentoring from 
Times employees and 
former scholars.

Since the program’s 
start in 1999, 235 Times 
scholars have gone on 
to college and careers in 
fields such as medicine, 
law, finance and teach-
ing.

Each applicant is re-
quired to write an essay 
on an issue that has ef-
fected them during their 
years in high school. Fi-
nalists are called back 
for an interview. 

Cruz was hand 
picked from about 450 ap-
plicants.  Like the seven 
other 2013 Times schol-
ars, he is a survivor. 
Some have lost parents, 
some were abandoned, 
while others struggle to 
help their parents make 
ends meet. 

Cruz has come face 
to face with the evils of 
addiction.

“My first essay was 
about my father’s addic-

tion and how it effected 
me throughout  high 
school,” Cruz recalled, 
talking about the essay 
that advanced him as 
a semi-finalist in the 
contest. “Instead of me 
giving up, it was a mo-
tivational factor. I just 
kept thinking, ‘I don’t 
want to be like that.’ I 
kept thinking, ‘I had to 

do this for my mom, she 
deserves better.’” 

Cruz said when he 
began the application 
process, he was not 
confident he would be 
considered for advance-
ment.

“I told one of my 
teachers who was help-
ing me ‘my story isn’t 
good enough’ and he 
said ‘what do you mean? 
It’s your story, it’s what 
you went through,’” 
Cruz said.

Winning the schol-
arship means “every-
thing,”, he said.

“I can’t describe the 
feeling in one sentence,” 
he said. “When I told my 
mom, she started cry-
ing, she hugged me and 
whispered in my ear 
‘we finally did it.’ After 
all we’ve been through 
over the years, it was 
something to kind of 
undo all the bad in the 
past. It’s incredible.”

Throughout high 
school, Cruz has had 
support from the Stu-
dent Sponsor Partners 
program, providing 
students from families 
living below the poverty 
line with four years of 
college prep education.

 The program also 
pairs students with 
mentors, primarily the 
financial services in-
dustry executives who 
fund the program.

Cruz’s mentor Kev-
in Hammond, a man-
aging director at JLL 
Partners,  said he can’t 
say enough about Cruz.

“He has a lot of 
integrity, he’s honest, 
very well spoken and 
very humble despite his 
academic performance,” 
Hammond said. “He’s 
a pretty unassuming, 
genuinely nice kid. He’s 
one of these young men 
that is universally liked 
by his classmates.”

As a freshman, 
Cruz said he started 
with basic-level courses, 
but today is enrolled in 
all advanced placement 
and honors classes. He 
has maintained a 95 per-
cent grade point average 
and has been ranked 
second in his class since 
his freshman year.  

“My mom is so ex-
cited for my next chap-
ter in college, where I 
plan to study pre-med,” 
Cruz said. “The support 
from my family, friends 
and mentor has been 
tremendous.” 

Bronx
neighbors

PROFILE

 

 “When I told my 
mom, she started 

crying, she hugged 
me and whispered 

in my ear ‘We finally 
did it.’

- Eddy Cruz
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Our services are usually covered  
by Medicare, Medicaid and most insurers.

You love being Mom’s 
daughter and friend.

But lately you’ve also 
become her nurse, physical 
therapist and aide.

Now what? 
Taking care of an elderly loved one can feel like a full-time job.  
The Visiting Nurse Service of New York (VNSNY) can help. We  
have specialists trained in managing specific conditions such as  
heart disease, diabetes, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s. Many of our 
specialists also live in the communities they serve, so they can  
deliver care quickly and are familiar with local pharmacies and  
medical centers. When you realize it’s time to get help taking care  
of Mom or Dad, VNSNY is the right care now.

CALL NOW TO LEARN HOW WE CAN DELIVER THE RIGHT  
HOME HEALTH CARE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE’S NEEDS.

1-855-VNSNY-NO

REGISTERED NURSES
PHYSICAL THERAPISTS

MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS
CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

PELHAM FAMILY DENTAL ARTS
www.pelhamfamilydentalarts.com

914.738.3606
“ Your Smile Is Our Art “

Providing the Highest Quality Dental Service in Westchester County

Participating in most
dental insurance plans.

If you do not have
insurance coverage, we 
offer 20% courtesy
discounts on most
procedures with this ad.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

COMPLETE PARTY PLANNING
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Cathedral High School’s Hall of Fame Dinner
Wednesday, April 17, 2013

honoring

Mrs. Margaret Fennelly Grace
Class of 1938 and President of the Grace Institute, NYC

For Her Dedication To Empowering Young Women Through Education

Mistress of Ceremonies: Linda Lavergne Baquero ‘83, 
News Reporter for NBC4 New York

For tickets please call (212) 688-1545 ext. 225

Underwritten by Mutual of America Benefiting the Cathedral High School Scholarship Fund

As Irish Heritage Month wraps 
up, BronxNet is presenting a Bronx 
Magazine special that highlights: The 
15th Annual Throggs Neck Saint Pat-
rick’s Day Parade; Bronx Community 
College Irish Heritage Luncheon; 
The Bronx Borough President Irish 
Heritage Celebration; and The Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce Irish Heri-
tage Luncheon.

 Bonxites may watch all the fes-
tivities by tuning in to BronxNet Chan-
nel 67 on Cablevision or Channel 33 
on Verizon FiOS, on: Friday, March 
29 at 3:00 PM; Saturday, March 30 at 
6:00 PM and 11:00 PM; and Sunday, 
March 31 at 2:30 AM and 9:00 AM.

Ongoing presentations will also 
be available for viewing at www.
bronxnet.org.

“Bronx Magazine Host/Producer 
Derek Woods has documented Irish 
Heritage events and celebrations to 
share many aspects of the vibrant 
culture with Bronx viewers. BronxNet 
regularly creates programs that en-
able people from the many diverse 
cultures that exist in the Bronx to 
participate in cross-cultural sharing,” 
says BronxNet Executive Director 
Michael Max Knobbe.

The station provides television 
programming for the borough, as 
well as production training and air-
time for Bronx residents. BronxNet 
programs four channels – 67, 68, 69 
and 70 – on the Cablevision system 
and six channels – 33, 34, 35, 36, 37 
and 38 on Verizon FiOS.

Channel 67 and Channel 33 – 
The BronxNet Signature Channels 
– feature award-winning programs 
that keep viewers up-to-date on lo-
cal issues, in touch with the arts, and 
face-to-face with the borough’s lead-
ers and representatives.

***
Did you know that you can use 

your AARP card at several different 
locations and receive free items or 
discounts? 

For example, if you are an AARP 
member, you can receive a free do-
nut at Dunkin Donuts when you pur-
chase a large coffee!

 Also, AARP members can re-
ceive 5,000 membership reward 
points at Walgreens by spending 
$25, a 25% discount on all menu 
items at Papa John’s Pizza when 
ordering online at papajohns.com 
and typing in the promotional code 

AARP25, three-times the amount of 
rewards points at Modell’s Sporting 
Goods when ordering online, up to 

49% off on popcorn and soda 
when seeing a movie at any Regal 
Entertainment Group theatres, and 
much more. 

For a complete list of discounts 
and benefits you can receive with 
an AARP card, visit their website 
at http://www.aarp.org/benefits-dis-
counts/services_discounts_list/

***
In conjunction with the Bronx 

Arts Ensemble, Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca  is co-sponsoring Senior 
Spring Saturdays! 

They will be hosting three differ-
ent events at three different locations 
for seniors on the first Saturday in 
April, May, and June. All events are 
free and open to all seniors.

 The first event will be “Latin 
Jazz” on Saturday, April 6th from 1 
until 3 p.m. at JASA Throggs Neck at 
2705 Schley Avenue. There will be 
light refreshments, food, and musi-
cal entertainment courtesy of Willie 
Rodriguez and Friends. 

 For info, call (718) 931-1721,

Catch Irish Heritage 
Month on BronxNet

The Westchester Square 
Merchants Association, 
in partnership with the 
Bronx Council on the Arts 
and NYC Dept. of Parks & 
Recreation, announces the 
5th Annual “Fair @ The 
Square”. Sponsored by The 
Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District, 
this event takes place Sat-
urday, May 11th from 11am 
to 6pm along the streets 
of Westchester Square be-
tween St. Raymond and 
Westchester Avenues.             

The purpose of this free 
street festival is to pro-
mote the diversity in the 
commerce, culture, and 
community of Westchester 
Square.” 

This multi-cultural 

5th Annual Fair @ the Square
event will feature an all day 
concert series hosted by 
Rhina Valentin “La Reina 
del Barrio” of BronxNet’s 
OPEN Show and Dennis 
“Dion” Nardone of WVOX 
1460AM Radio, as NY art-
ists take the stage, includ-
ing Alive N Kickin’, one of 
the premier event bands 
in the Tri-State area, Free-
style sensations Soave and 
Fascination, Top 10 Bill-
board Songwriter Ron Rog-
ers performing his world-
wide #1 hit song “Deputy 
of Love” and a peak at his 
upcoming show production 
“Cowboys & Gangsters”, 
returning artists -- Gene 
DiNapoli featuring songs 
by Bobby Darin, Tony Or-
lando, the new voice of Hip 

Hop and Italian Hip Hop 
Movement artist SALESE, 
the BHARATI Dance Acad-
emy, International Record-
ing Artist Veronica Kole, 
W.R.A.T.H. and more.!

This fair will feature the 
Bronx Council on the Arts’ 
annual Art Walk showcas-
ing the works of artists and 
artisans, an MTA Antique 
Bus, and a Kid’s Activity 
Area featuring face paint-
ing and arts and crafts by 
the Westchester-Zerega Im-
provement District, FDNY 
Smoke House and Antique 
Fire Engine, magician John 
Turdo, games, exhibits and 
activities as merchants and 
vendors display their prod-
ucts. For information call  
718.828.2880.
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Albert AlvArez Holds FundrAiser For CounCil run

Albert Alvarez, chief of staff for Councilman Joel Rivera, kicked-off his campaign for his term-limited 
boss’ seat with a fund-raiser on Friday, March 8, at the Side Street Lounge near Westchester Square. 
Alvarez is running for City Council in the 15th district covering West Farms, Fordham, Belmont, Bronx 
Park South and parts of Van Nest and Bedford Park. Alvarez (c) is seen here with Councilman Rivera 
and a group of jubilant supporters celebrating the successful fundraiser.  Photo by Edwin Soto 

ritCHie torres FundrAiser

Councilman Jimmy Vacca celebrated his birthday with a fundraiser for staffer, Ritchie Torres, who is 
running for councilman, at the Villa Barone Manor on Thursday, March 7. 
Joining in the celebration were (front l-r) Torres’ uncle George Bosolet, Ritchie Torres (Rear l-r) state 
Democratic committeeman Joseph McManus, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, Councilman Jimmy Vacca 
and Assemblyman Mike Benedetto.  Photo by Josiane Bauke

It was more than you or I were expecting! Locally based MAS Inc. hosted a Mommy to Bee Expo for moms 
and moms-to-be on Sunday, March 10 at Villa Barone Manor in Throggs Neck. Mothers who have children 
who are babies or toddlers, or those who will soon give birth, learned about products and services for new-
born care, childcare, fitness, and healthcare. The expo also covered baby products, banking, entertainment, 
apparel, feeding, gifts, insurance, photography, pregnancy and maternity, and safety. 

Cutey Joseph-Daniel Patraglia got his face paint-
ed as Captain America during the expo.  Photo by 
Laura Stone 

Camille Hall and Camryn Green had fun times at 
mommy-to-be. Photo by Laura Stone. 

It all about the children. The Children’s Aid Society opened its new 
Bronx headquarters on Wednesday, March 13 with a ribbon cut-
ting. The new facility at 910 E. 172nd Street is designed to help 
young people and meet their medical, dental and mental health 
needs. 
(Above) Officially inaugurating the new building are with a ribbon 
cutting are CAS officials (l-r) William Wiesberg, Ronda Kotelchuck, 
president and CEO Richard Buery, Beverly Colon, Gary Kromirs, 
Jane Golden, Dan Lehman, Michael Wagner, and Jaime Huertas.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifico 

(Right) Richard Buery, president CEO of The Children’s Aid Society, 
welcomes everyone and makes opening remarks during the open-
ing festivities.  Photo by Silvio Pacifico 

neW CHildren’s Aid soCiety oFFiCe

MoMMy to bee expo At villA bArone MAnor
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KnicKs community BasKetBall By chase
Members of the New York Knicks basketball team and staff visited St. Mary’s Recreation Center in Mott 
Haven on Wednesday, March 13. Knick great Larry Johnson, former St. John’s star Felipe Lopez and 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. visited as part of Basketball in the Boroughs program presented by 
J.P. Morgan Chase. As part of the program, the Knicks and Chase will also fund refurbishments of the 
center’s gym. 

Dayon Floyd, a trainer for the New York Knicks, 
shows the kids a warm-up technique the pros 
use.  Photo by Josiane Bauke 

(Top right)  New York Knicks player Larry Johnson (c) was one of the pros helping kids do warm-up 
exercises and learn defense and offense.  Photo by Josiane Bauke

Jaelyn Green (l) does sit ups with Knicks trainer 
Dayon Floyd.  Photo by Josiane Bauke

community Board athletic leadership league

The Community Board Athletic Leadership League met at St. James Park Recreational Center on Je-
rome Avenue to discuss starting a Community Board District basketball tournament for kids, a project 
in the making for years by fellow Bronxite Abdul “Sleep” Johnson. 

(Above) Members of the Community Boards 1 through 12 discuss pros and cons of the project. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista 

 Visions 20th annual awards Banquet
VISIONS Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired hosted the 20th Annual Pamela Schneider Awards 
Banquet at F&J Pine on Thursday, March 14. The organization honored Debby Appel, Anthony Bastone, 
Sal Paljevic, and Jeanette Christie for their services to the community, and presented a Humanitar-
ian Service Award to Commissioner Victor Calise, Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities. VISIONS 
provides support services for the visually impaired. 

(Above) The honorees are (back row, l-r) Jeanette Christie, branch manager and parent rep-
resentative of NYC Affiliate of the National Association for Parents of Children with Visual Im-
pairments; Safet “Sal” Paljevic, president of the Morris Park Alliance of merchants; Michael De-
pallo, the general manager of F&J Pine standing in for Anthony Bastone, the honoree who was 
the founder of the Pine Group; Deborah “Debby” Appel, former present of the Bronx Rotary 
Club, and (front) Commissioner of the Mayor’s Office for People with Disabilities Victor Calise.  
 Photo by Patricio Robayo 

Bronx enVironmental school shows Bio Bus

The Bronx Environmental School inside the C.S. 102 campus showed off its new “Bio Bus” parked out-
side of the school at 1827 Archer Street on Thursday, March 21. The bus helps students learn about all 
things “green,” including solar panels and wind turbines.

Danny Valdes shows the class how an electron microscope works. Pictured are students: (l to r) Os-
waldo Sanchez, Esperanz Rivera, Jamiah Abrea, Jovan Coleman, Alondra Ramos, and Ariana Vargas.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifico
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Northeast BroNx seNior CeNter
holds Glee CluB CeleBratioNs

The North East Bronx Senior Center, at 2968 Bruckner Blvd., held its St. Patrick’s Day Glee Club Show 
on Friday, March 15.

(Above) Igor Scherbakov plays the organ as the Glee Club performs. Photo by Silvio Pacifico

(Top) Glee Club members, (l. to r.) Russ Persico, Lenny Imporia, Richard Pettes, George Amato, Bob 
Hamje, and Sal Villani, perform “I’ll Take You Home, Kathleen” to honor St. Patrick’s Day at the Center.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifico

the BiG read iN the BroNx KiCK-off CeleBratioN
Bronx-based underground moviemaker Baron Ambrosia scorches a “I hate list,” part of the Big Read in 
the Bronx 2013 series.  Baron and members took part in the reading of the literary classic “Fahrenheit 
451” to emphasize the power of books.  Free copies of the Ray Bradbury masterpiece were doled out 
for the yearly event that happened March 20 at the Bronx Council of the Arts.   Photo by Alex Belisle 

BorouGh Pres. irish heritaGe MoNth CeleBratioN

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. held his annual Irish Heritage Month celebration at Rambling House 
in Woodlawn on Thursday, March 21. Honored were James McQuade, owner of Schuyler Hill Funeral 
Home in Throggs Neck; Noreen Lydon O’Donoghue of G.P.J. O’Donoghue Contracting Corp.; and Frank 
O’Hara, vice-president of Cactus Holdings, Inc. The event was hosted by McGee Hickey of WPIX. 

(Above) Having a moment of celebration with the borough president’s proclamations are (l-r) O’ Hara, 
McQuade, Lydon-O’Donoghue, Diaz, and Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz.  Photo by Patricio Robayo 

visit www.BxtiMes.CoM
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BRONX

Easter
EGG TIME

A week before the offi cial celebration of Easter, Bronxites 
hopped merrily to two annual Easter events--the Bartow 
Pell Mansion Easter Egg Hunt and the 18th Annual Bunny 
Breakfast hosted by Senator Jeff Klein.  Kids of all ages 
stopped by the springtime events on March 24 taking part 
in face painting, egg hunts and of course a moment with 
the Easter Bunny!  

(Right top left) At Pelham Bay’s Bartow-Pell Mansion, 
3-year-old Annabelle Cullen dabs some paint onto her Eas-
ter egg, a traditional activity for the kiddies.       Photo by 
Josiane Bauke 

(Right top middle) Capering around Bartow-Pell Mansion is 
the Easter Bunny, aka Cory Highland, sharing a moment 
with little Nora Hoener.     Photo by Josiane Bauke 

(Right top right) The hunt is on!  This little one at the Bar-
tow-Pell Mansion spots a colored Easter egg prepared by 
staffers at the historic home.    Photo by Josiane Bauke 

(left top) (l-r) Hunting for eggs in packs are Lucas Kutz, 
Hailey Kutz, Ariella Vulaj, Isabella Sinapi, Rosa Sinapi, Ryan 
Tedesco, Isabella Paoli, Nicolas Tedesco, and Michaela Te-
desco. Photo by Josiane Bauke 

(right middle left) He’s a regular Easter bunny, or known to 
his pals as Jackson Corry, one of hundreds of kids at the 
Bunny Breakfast at Villa Barone Manor in Throggs Neck.
 Photo by Laura Stone 

(Right bottom left) Brent Davenport hugs his own Easter 
bunny he put together during Bunny Breakfast hosted by 
Sen. Jeff Klein.
 Photo by Laura Stone 

(Right middle right) Easter pals Gabriella Popowich, Edwin 
Betances, and David Popowich show off their new Easter 
bunny stuffed toy they made at the Bunny Breakfast.   Pho-
to by Laura Stone 

(Right bottom right) The magical stylings of Candini wowed 
the kids at Bunny Breakfast.    Photo by Laura Stone 

(Left) Sen. Jeff Klein made the rounds at the Bunny Break-
fast, chatting it up with the Easter Bunny.   Photo by Laura 
Stone 
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Here’s to the power of women.  March is Women’s History Month 
and the Bronx certainly hnored the tradition with several events 
sponsored by various organizations throughout the month.  So 
here’s to women--keep making strides! 

(Left top) Four women were special guests at the seventh annual 
New York City Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’s Women’s History 
Month celebration March 13 at Tosca’s Restaurant.  (l-r) 25th Pre-
cinct Commanding Officer Nilda Hoffman, Jackie Acevedo of MAS 
Marketing, Elizabeth Figueroa of The New York Botanical Garden, 
and Attorney Evelyn Irizarry-Guargarramas hold up their awards 
as they stand with Hispanic Chamber VP Jose Perez, wife Elsie and 
Hispanic Chamber President Nick Lugo.   Photo by Josiane Bauke 

(Left bottom right) Tosca’s Restaurant in Throggs Neck was also 
the setting for Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s Women’s History 
Month.  On March 19, three women with notable accomplishments 
were honored with Citations of Merit by BP Diaz Jr. (pictured). 
13_Awomen2_2013_03_28_bx  They were DC 37 Political Action & 
Legislation Director Wanda Williams, founder of Eisland Strategies 
June Eisland and Hon. Nelida Malave-Gonzalez of the Bronx County 
Surrogate Court.  Williams was not there to accept her award be-
cause she was in Albany on legislative business.  Photo by Silvio 
Pacifico

(Left botttom left) Diaz, Jr. presents Citation of Merit to Honorable 
Nelida Malave-Gonzalez, Justice of the Bronx County Surrogate’s 
Court.  Malave-Gonzalez has been holding court for the past seven 
years  Photo by Silvio Pacifico 

(Left bottom middle) June Eisland, former City Councilwoman and 
President of Eisland Strategies, gives thanks for being recognized.  
 Photo by Silvio Pacifico 

(Right bottom left) From her experience in naval bombers to her 
love of the Bronx Bombers, Yankee Fan and Rear Admiral Wendi 
Carpenter holds up a distinction awarded by Congressman Joe 
Crowley.  The seasoned pol honored three women across his 14th 
Congressional District in his annual Women’s History Month cel-
ebration.  Rear Admiral Carpenter, President of SUNY Maritime Col-
lege, was one of the honorees and keynote speaker at the March 11 
ceremony at The New York Botanical Garden, speaking on women’s 
empowerment.  Photo by Alex Belisle 

(Right bottom right) Rear Admiral Wendi B. Carpenter delivers the 
keynote address, telling the crowd it’s her privilege to be impacing 
“the next generation of leaders who are enrolled as students at 
SUNY Maritime College.”   Photo by Alex Belisle 

Right top) In City Island, Lucille Rivin tickles the ivory as Rebecca 
Hoodwin serenades the crowd during the “Celebration of Women” 
ceremony hosted by the Women’s HERstory Association.  At 190 
Fordham Street, guests gathered for an afternoon of entertain-
ment, educational speakers and arts and crafts.  Toby Liederman, 
one of last year’s 25 Most Influential Women by The Bronx Times, 
organized the program.    Photo by Walter Pofeldt 
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Hunts Pt., Bronx, Feb 4, 
2013- Action Environmen-
tal Group’s transfer station 
is located on 132nd st in the 
Bronx. It rests right on the 
shore line of the East River 
that was severely damaged 
by Hurricane Sandy. Action 
reached out to Sustainable 
South Bronx (SSBx), a non-
profit organization based in 
the Hunts Point section of 
the South Bronx. 

Six BEST Academy grad-
uates worked at Action’s 
facility to help with the 
clean-up. Over seven days, 
they cleaned the shoreline, 
removing all kinds of debris 
from newspaper to wreck-
age.

SSBx’s mission is to ad-
dress economic and environ-
mental issues in the South 
Bronx – and throughout 
New York City – through a 
combination of green job 

training, community green-
ing programs, and social 
enterprise. SSBx’s flagship 
program is its BEST (Bronx 

Environmental Steward-
ship Training) Academy job 
training program, which 
prepares New York City 

residents from low-income 
communities for jobs in the 
growing green collar sec-
tor. Action Environmental 

Group although predomi-
nately known as a “garbage 
company” invests a lot of 
resources and efforts to be 
a green company. Action of-
fers green services like in-
novative recycling services 
and composting. Action is 
currently building an Opti-
cal Sorter at 132nd Street. 
This Optical Sorter will use 

optic lens that will identify 
and sort recyclables based 
on their chemical composi-
tion. This is make recycling 
easier and more efficient for 
their customers.  

Jenna DiBella, Action 
Environmental Group, 451 
Frelinghuysen Ave Newark 
NJ 07411, (973)286 7009, jdi-
bella@actioncarting.com.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Action Environmental Group and Sustainable South Bronx 
come together to restore shore line after Hurricane Sandy.

Montefi ore Medical Cen-
ter has become the fi rst hos-
pital in the United States to 
use Radio Frequency Ab-
lation to shrink uterine fi -
broids in women since the 
procedure was approved by 
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration late last year. 
This minimally invasive pro-
cedure, initially used to treat 
liver cancer, uses a tiny nee-
dle that emits a low-energy 
electrical current directly to 
the fi broid to destroy it.

“About a third of all 
women suffer from fi broids, 
which can cause excessive 
menstrual bleeding and 
pain,” said Scott Chudnoff, 
M.D., director of gynecol-
ogy at Montefi ore. “This 
minimally invasive proce-
dure can avoid the need for 

Monte fi rst to use Radio Frequency Ablation
a hysterectomy and provide 
women with a new option 
that preserves the uterus.”

Fibroids are benign tu-
mors that grow in the uterus. 
They are the most common 
tumor in the reproductive 
years and are two to three 
times more common among 
African-American women. 
Symptoms can include 
heavy or painful menstrual 
bleeding, a feeling of pres-
sure in the pelvis, frequent 
urination, pain during inter-
course, abdominal bloating 
and back ache. According to 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, fi -
broids are the leading cause 
for hysterectomies, which 
are the most common surgi-
cal procedures for women 
after cesarean section. More 

than 200,000 hysterectomies 
are performed in the United 
States each year because of 
fi broids.

Before this procedure 
was developed, treatment 
involved cutting layers of 
healthy tissue to gain access 
to the fi broids, or removing 
the uterus. Radio frequency 
ablation allows the surgeon 
to treat only the fi broids, 
while preserving normal 
function of the uterus. Pa-
tients typically go home the 
same day with little pain and 
are back to regular activities 
within fi ve days. Montefi ore 
was one of 12 centers in the 
nation to test the procedure 
and Dr. Chudnoff was one of 
the key clinical researchers 
who studied the procedure 
during the clinical trial.

Eight Bronx motor vehi-
cle inspectors fl unked their 
own tests, and found them-
selves under arrest last 
week, charged with issuing 
more than 13,000 fraudu-
lent inspection certifi cates 
to untested vehicles.

 Each defendant, includ-
ing several of the companies 
the inspectors work for, was 
charged with numerous fel-
ony counts for violations of 
the New York State Vehicle 
and Traffi c Law, penal and 
environmental laws, said 
Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman in announcing 
the arrests.

The inspectors face up 
to seven years in prison 
and thousands of dollars in 
fi nes.

According to the crimi-
nal complaints fi led in 
Bronx Criminal Court, the 
defendants bypassed proce-
dures by performing “clean 
scans” on a DMV computer 
that substituted data from a 
secondary vehicle to “pass” 
the safety and emissions 
tests for the vehicle in need 

Charge DMV inspectors faked vehicle exams
of certifi cation.

 An undercover inves-
tigator took a vehicle that 
was rigged to fail a legiti-
mate motor vehicle inspec-
tion to each station and 
each station provided pass-
ing inspection results to 
the vehicle even though the 
inspectors performed mini-
mal or no actual inspection 
on it.

 Employees of several 
stations didn’t even per-
form “clean scans” but 
rather illegally sold inspec-
tion stickers to the under-
cover investigator without 
performing any inspection 
of the undercover vehicle.

 While motor vehicle in-
spectors can legally charge 
up to $37 for a motor vehicle 
inspection, all of the inspec-
tors and stations in this 
case charged signifi cantly 
higher payments for these 
fake inspections -- some up 
to $150.

Together, the defendants 
faked a total of 13,437 in-
spections, court documents 
show.

The following individu-
als, all licensed DMV in-
spectors at licensed state 
vehicle inspection stations, 
were charged on Thursday, 
March 21:

· Micael Compres, 29, of 
the Bronx, of All Prestige 
Muffl er Inc., at 1705 Jerome 
Ave.

· Claudon Harriote, 52, 
of the Bronx, of East 222 Au-
tomotive Inc. at 1135 East 
222nd St.

· Gustavo Lopez, 30, of 
Manhattan, of Washington 
Motors Inc. at 2106 Wash-
ington Ave.

· David Nunez, 41, of 
Manhattan, president/
owner of Serpro Auto Re-
pair Inc. at 1898 Boston 
Road.

· Luis Peralta, 37, of Yon-
kers, president/owner of 
RapidCar Inc. at 690 South-
ern Blvd.

· Ramon S. Ramos, 59, of 
Manhattan, at Cross Bronx 
Muffl ers Inc. at 1677 Jerome 
Ave.

· Victor Ramos, 54, of 
the Bronx, president/owner 

of All Prestige Muffl er Inc. 
at 1705 Jerome Ave.

· Lillian Tapia, 32, of 
the Bronx, of Mega Muf-

fl er Center Corp. at 1301 
Westchester Ave.

All Prestige Muffl er Inc., 
Serpro Auto Repair Inc., 

and RapidCar Inc., are also 
charged in this case and 
face potentially large fi nes.
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

Preston High School, in 
conjunction with the East 
Tremont Avenue branch 
of Citibank held its annual 
community Art Show dur-
ing the month of March.

 The artwork, created by 
over 50 Preston High School 
students, graced the walls 
of the branch for the entire 
community’s enjoyment.

  In addition Preston in-
vited alumnae and friends 
to view the showcase and 
submit their choices for the 
best works.

  A wide variety of media 
and formats was featured 
including paint, ink, pencil 
and digital art.

Students and their works 
were selected by the art de-
partment faculty for this 
special exhibition.

On the fi nal day of the 
showcase, Thursday, March 
21st, an awards ceremony 
and reception was held at 
Citibank.

 In attendance were the 
student artists, their fami-
lies, Preston art teachers, 
Preston principal Jane 
Grendell and Citibank 
branch manager, Harold 
Teran. 

The following students 
were recognized as the win-
ners of the showcase: 
 •Best in Show: Ashlie Ne-

gron
• Best Painting: Alexandra 
Foglia
• Best Drawing: Katarina 
Epino
• Most Creative: Jocelyn 
Carrasquillo
• Best Digital Piece: Chris-
tina Santana
• Honorable Mentions: Mi-
chelle Crawley and Chris-
tina Eberhart

Preston’s art program 
will culminate with a 
school-wide Art Show that 
will be held on April 25th.

 The PHS gymnasium 
will come to life with excit-
ing works of art from all its 
artists. 

Preston art show at 
E. Tremont Citibank

Preston High School artists enhjoy an awards ceremony and reception and E. Tremont Avenue Cit-
ibank.

FOR COVERAGE OF ALL SCHOOL EVENTS
CALL (718) 742-3395
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Affordable Housing Development Opportunity in the 

Melrose/Hub neighborhood of the Bronx 
 

The New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) is 
inviting developers to submit proposals for a new construction project in the Melrose/Hub 
section of the Bronx. 
 

The Request for Proposals (RFP) will be available starting March 29, 2013 on HPD’s  
website (www.nyc.gov/hpd). Respondents can download the RFP at no charge and must 
register online to receive any updates or additional communications regarding the RFP. 
 

A pre-submission conference will be held at HPD, 100 Gold Street, 1R, New York, NY on 
April 24, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. Interested organizations are strongly encouraged to attend 
the conference. If you are planning on attending the conference, please RSVP at the 
email address below. People with disabilities requiring special accommodations to attend 
the pre-submission conference should contact Eunice Suh at the email address below.  
 

All proposals are due in hand no later than 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, July 3, 2013.  
Detailed instructions are provided in the RFP.   

 

All communications must be IN WRITING to: 
 

Eunice Suh    
NYC Department of Housing Preservation and Development 
Division of Planning, Marketing and Sustainability 
100 Gold Street, Room 9G-4 
New York, NY 10038      
 
BronxchesterRFP@hpd.nyc.gov 
 
 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor

Robert K. Steel
Deputy Mayor for Economic

Development

Mathew M. Wambua
Commissioner, HPD

Performers Edge Dance 
Academy is celebrating its 
10th year of excellence. Open-
ing the doors in September 
2003 Stefanie Salaman, the 
Director of Performers Edge 
never expected her studio 
to grow as big and as fast as 
it did.  With over 450 recre-
ational students and 75 com-
pany students it is obvious 
that the dance education is 
top of the line. This year has 
been amazing so far with so 
many great opportunities for 
all the dancers. On March 
9th the dancers performed 
at theiryearly “Company Re-
vue” for two sold-out shows 
at Iona College, wowing the 
audience with their passion 
and love for dance. These 
dancers, ranging in ages 
from 5 to 18, danced their 
hearts out with solos, duets, 
trios and groups.

 This upcoming week-
end the Peda company team 
will begin their competition 
season in New Jersey with 
three more regionals and 
a huge national following 
in Myrtle Beach. With long 
rehearsals and numerous 
hours of classes, these danc-
ers are ready for this season, 

Performers Edge 10th anniversary

looking forward to start-
ing strong.  Pre-season was 
amazing for them as we have 
title winners and Excaliburs 
that were awarded to them 
at optional competitions all 
over the tri-state area. Some 
of the Teens/Seniors were 
chosen to be in a music video, 
which they also fi nd the time 
to do.

Throughout the years 
these dancers are not only 
taught how to dance but to be 
thankful for the talent they 
were given and to share it 
with their community. Be-
sides taking classes through-
out the week and rehearsing 
on the weekend they fi nd 

time to perform for many 
charitable events.

The Peda staff would 
like to congratulate Gabri-
elle Cruz for her acceptance 
into Adelphi BFA program 
as well as Hofstra Dance 
Program. We would also 
like to congratulate Amber 
McCrink on her acceptance 
into Fiorela LaGaurdia High 
School and Professional Per-
forming Arts High School.  
And a big congratulations 
to male dancer Willie Willis 
on his acceptance into Tal-
ent Unlimited High School.  
We are so proud of you both 
and wish you guys the best 
of luck.  

Performers Edge Dance Academy students.
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The Bronx Culture Trol-
ley rolls again on Wednes-
day, April 3rd with an eve-
ning of art exhibitions along 
the South Bronx Cultural 
Corridor at Longwood Art 
Gallery @ Hostos, Bronx 
Museum of the Arts, Bronx-
ArtSpace, and Clock Cafe & 
Martini Bar.

 Pregones Theater pres-
ents a 7 pm fi lm screening 
and the Bronx Museum in-
vites you to a book signing 
and reading. 

April 3rd’s Trolley begins 
at the Longwood Art Gal-
lery @ Hostos (Hostos Com-
munity College, 450 Grand 
Concourse at 149th Street) at 
5 pm for a viewing of In the 
Realm of Dreams & Fears 
and Antonio Vicenty. 

In the Realm of Dreams & 

Fears is a group exhibition in 
the Main Gallery organized 
by artist and guest curator 
Antonio Vicenty. The show 
is inspired by Vicenty’s in-
terest in horror and fantasy 
fi lms presenting recent phan-
tasmagorical works in draw-
ing, mixed media, painting, 
photography, sculpture and 
video by visiting artists from 
Brazil, Canada, United King-
dom, and the United States.

The trolley bell clangs 
at 5:30 pm, 6:30 pm, and 7:30 
pm, indicating the trolley’s 
departure from Hostos on its 
way to the evening’s cultural 
events. 

In addition to Longwood 
Art Gallery @ Hostos, this 
month’s trolley stops and at-
tractions include: The Bronx 
Museum of the Arts for read-

ings and conversations with 
Bronx author Advocate of 
Wordz who discusses his 

new book, Advocate of Wordz 
-- A book of poetry and other 
creative nonsense that is im-

perative to your existence.
 Stick around for a guided 

tour of the museum’s exhibi-
tions: (1) Joan Semmel: A Lu-
cid Eye is a group of self-por-
traits that reveal the artist’s 
unique vision and process; 
(2) Honey, I Rearranged the 
Collection features selected 
artworks from the Museums’ 
permanent collection.

 Pregones Theater for a 7 
pm Film Screening: Every 
Child is Born a Poet: The Life 
and Times of Piri Thomas 
– Nuyorican author Piri 
Thomas mixes spoken word 
with dramatization and 
documentary footage in this 
multimedia chronicle of his 
transformation from gang 
member and prison convict 
to acclaimed writer, activist 
and educator.

BRAC @ BronxArtSpace 
for a viewing of Process 
and Progress: Mary Mat-
tingly and Michael Cataldi, 
the fourth the series of fi ve 
exhibitions that invites art-
ists and architects to engage 
with systems of urban devel-
opment in the Bronx.

Finally, the Clock Cafe & 
Martini Bar where you can 
chow down on fi ne food and 
drink and view their current 
art exhibition. 

The trolley rolls again 
on Wednesday, May 1. Visit 
www.bronxarts.org in mid-
April for information on May 
1st’s Bronx Culture Trolley 
as well as programs and ac-
tivities of the Bronx Council 
on the Arts. For info call 718-
931-9500 x33.

The Bronx Culture Trolly.

Bronx Culture Trolley rolls again

• The Big Read In The Bronx .................................................39

• Rock On The Bronx .............................................................39

• Do You Remember - Ed Koch Has Bronx Roots ................ 41
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For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com

Save on combo tickets with LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com. 
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com

BCA presents The Big Read in the Bronx

ITEM: The Potato Heads 
at The Scott Place Café on 
Saturday, March 30, 8 p.m! 

ITEM: Recently had 
lunch with Wayne Gurman 
the writer, actor and creator 
of Bronx Daze. Bronx Daze is 
a series based upon Wayne’s 
life. Directed by well-known 
fi lmmaker/author James 
McSherry it stars Wayne 
Gurman, James McSherry, 
Marc Anthony Seda, Ralph 
Squilliante, Miles Del Ray, 
Rita Oteri and many more 
talented Bronx people. Bronx 
Daze is a new independent 
reality/sitcom/variety show 
that almost defi es descrip-
tion. Highly watchable, very 
entertaining, at times very 
bold and daring, it is a voice 
that you don’t hear much in 
Hollywood. If you’re from the 
Bronx you will enjoy all the 
familiar names, faces, and 
locales. If you’re not from the 

Bronx you will simply en-
joy! Wayne revealed to this 
column that three separate 
companies are very inter-
ested in bringing the show to 
air. The fi lmmakers are con-
tinually shopping the series 
to get the best deal. To get a 
taste of this series look up 
the sizzle reel on YouTube. 
Go YouTube search Bronx 
Daze. Rock on the Bronx will 
follow the progress of the se-
ries; more soon! Check out 
Wayne’s fi lm Bronx Paradise 
on amazon.com from which 
this series is a spin off.

ITEM: It’s never too early 
to put a No Stringz Attached 
show on your social calen-

Folklorist Elena Martínez of City 
Lore and Grammy-nominated musi-
cian Bobby Sanabria will co-curate 
this spring the second season of the 
acclaimed arts series Bronx Rising! 
Music, Film & Spoken Word of the 
Borough at the Bronx Music Heri-
tage Center Lab.

Building on the momentum from 
Bronx Rising’s fall/winter season, 
Bronx natives Martínez and Sanabria 
will continue to showcase the breadth 
of arts about the Bronx, by Bronx art-
ists or significant to the Bronx Com-
munity, with live music, film screen-
ings, comedy, poetry, literature and 
discussions at BMHC at 1303 Louis 
Niñé Blvd. near Freeman Street in 
Crotona East. For the full program, 
changes and updates, go to bronx-
music.org.

  Co-sponsored by City Lore, the 
series will focus on a different artis-
tic form each night, with live music 
and jazz played on Thursdays from 
8:00 pm to 10:00 pm; film screenings 
and Q&A’s on Fridays from 8:00 pm 
to 10:00 pm; and palabras/words -- 
comedy, poetry and literature -- per-
formed on Saturdays from 7:30 pm to 
9:30 pm.

There is a suggested donation of 
$5 for each performance.

***
Artist and Bronx native Daniel 

Hauben whose unique works focus 
on the borough will share his experi-
ence and work with a free illustrated 
presentation and lecture titled “A 
RETROSPECT OF BRONX IMAG-
ERY” on Saturday, March 30 at 11 
a.m., at The Bronx Archives Build-
ing at 3313 Bainbridge Ave. For info, 
call (718) 881- 8900.

***
Join the Bronx Council of the 

Arts (BCA) for its series, The Big 
Read in the Bronx 2013.

All Big Read in the Bronx 2013 
events are free and open to the pub-
lic. 

Tentatively scheduled events in-
clude:• Contest: Design a new cover 
for Fahrenheit 451. This contest is 
open to all Bronx students, ages, 
12-18. Send a JPEG or a link to an 
original cover redesign. How should it 
look in 2013? What is the message of 
the book for the Bronx? Cover design 
must include the title and author and 
submission must include name, email 
address, age and all credits. All art 
and design must be original. The win-
ner will be displayed at all Big Read 
events in April and May, and will re-
ceive a $50 gift certificate to Barnes 

& Noble.
• Wednesday, April 3rd (6:00-8:00pm): 
Bronx Culture Trolley Trivia & Karaoke 
Night.Location: Longwood Art Gallery 
@ Hostos, 450 Grand Concourse at 
149th Street.
• Saturday, April 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
(11:00am-1:00pm): Permission to: 
Write Your Dream Screenplay, taught 
by BRIO winner Linda Manning.
• Saturday, April 13th (2:00-3:00pm): 
Ray Bradbury Read Aloud for Kids.
Location: Westchester Square Li-
brary, 2521 Glebe Avenue.
• Sunday, April 14th (11:00am-
5:00pm): Community Write and Read-
a-thon, with readings by BRIO winner 
Tiffany Soriano and Open Mic. Group 
writing and one-on-one editing ses-
sions scheduled throughout the day.
• Monday, April 15th (6:00-8:00pm): 
Journal-Making Workshop w/ Lis Or-
tiz.
• Friday, April 19th (6:00-9:00pm): 
Women in Creative Rebellion Poetry 
Reading and special event.
• Monday, April 22nd (6:30-8:30pm): 
In Progress: Writing Tips from the 
late, great Ray Bradbury. 
• Tuesday, April 23rd (6:00-8:00pm): 
Community Arts Tuesday Big Read 
Night.
• Thursday, April 25th (6:00-8:00pm): 

An Incendiary Conversation about the 
Bronx w/ guests Al Pizarro, Ed Conde 
Garcia and others
• Saturday, April 27th (2:00-4:00pm): 

Family Friendly Book-making Work-
shop. Westchester Square Library, 
2521 Glebe Avenue,..
• Sunday, April 28th (2:00-4:00pm): 

Ray Bradbury: A Life of Ideas w/ Ja-
son Marchi.

For more information callt 718-
931-9500 x21.

dar: The acoustic trio will be 
at Jimmy Ryan’s on Saturday 
May 4th 8pm. Jimmy Ryan’s 
is becoming the go to place 
for live music in the Bronx 
area. The extraordinary gui-
tarist Tim Curtin will there 
on April 12th at 9pm.

ITEM: Speed cameras 
may come to NYC? Not fair. 
Of course the powers that 
be will probably try to paint 
anyone against them as be-
ing “pro-100mph speeders”. 
Not true. There are mo-
ments in every driver’s life 
when they go a few miles 
over the posted speed limit. 
Now the state could photo-
graph and fi ne you as you 
go about your daily private 
lives. This sounds as danger-
ous as those awful red light 
cameras that force drivers 
to make anxiety prone bad 
decisions at the last minute. 
Rock on. Rock out.
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IINTRODUCING PROJECT 
CANDLE IN THE WINDOW 

 
 
 

HELP US SUPPORT OUR TROOPS. 
 

PUT A CANDLE IN YOUR WINDOW 
 

TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

AND WISH THEM A SAFE RETURN. 
 

DON’T HAVE A CANDLE ? 
 

NO PROBLEM 
 

GET ONE AT NO CHARGE AT 
 

AMERICAN LEGION POST # 1853 
2879 BUHRE AVE. 
BRONX, NY 10461 

 
Sponsored By 

 
FARENGA BROS.INC. 
FUNERAL HOME 
920 ALLERTON AVE 
BRONX, NY 10469 
(718) 654 0500 

 

      “ The Difference is in the Caring “ 

Together, we work to improve the quality of life for the Pelham Parkway Community. 
 

The Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association 
cordially invites you to our 

SECOND ANNUAL FUNDRAISER 
honoring 

JEFFREY KLEIN 
New York State Senator 

JOSEPH THOMPSON 
49th Pct. Council President & Chairman of the WPR Bid 

SONNY VATAJ 
Community Activist 

on  

Thursday, May 16, 2013 
from 6pm to 11pm 

at 

Maestro Catering 
1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx, NY 10462 

 

Price: $75 per person 
For further information, please call 718-863-8552 

501(C) 3 Non-Profit Organization – A portion of your contribution is tax deductible. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________�
Please respond on or before May 1, 2013�

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
NAME  

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
ADDRESS 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
TEL                                                                                                                                     EMAIL 

 

Total�Enclosed�$_______�

�  Yes, I will attend.  There will be ____ attending in my party. 
�  No, I cannot attend but would like to make a donation to PPNA. 

Please make all checks payable to “The Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association”  
Mail to:  

Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association, c/o Edith Blitzer, 2141 Holland Avenue, #3H, Bronx, NY 10452 

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
For four decades, the 

sweet sound of  the Bronx 
Arts Ensemble has echoed 
across the borough.

The Ensemble will cel-
ebrate its 40th anniversary 
of bringing art, music and 
culture to the Bronx with 
a fundraising gala next 
month.

Founded in 1972, the 
ensemble is dedicated to en-
riching the cultural envi-
ronment of the Bronx with 
a year-round schedule of 
concerts, special programs 
for families and a full mu-
sic-and-arts-in-education 
program for schools. 

It presents 100 con-
certs annually, reaching an 
estimated audience of over 
50,000 people. 

This year’s annual 
dinner dance,  April 27 at 
the Pelham/Split Rock Golf 
Club on Shore Road, will 
be co-chaired by two BAE 
board members, executive 

director William Scribner 
and Rosemarie Traina-
Moreno, fundraising strate-
gist and managing director 
of R.T. Moreno & Company.

An active freelance 
bassoonist, Scribner is 
also a board member of the 
Bronx Council on the Arts 
and on the advisory board 
of Hostos Community Col-
lege.

“When we started the 
Bronx Arts Ensemble it was 
because there wasn’t any 
professional music organi-
zations,” said Scribner. 

“Originally my goal 
was to create a profession-
al orchestra, but after we 
started the BAE, a lot of mu-
sic and arts programs were 
cut from public schools. I 
thought that was a tragedy, 
so our new goal became to 
restore arts and music pro-
grams in the Bronx,” he 
said. “And I think we are 
on our way to restoring an 
appreciation of music and 

the arts.”
Honorees for this 

year’s gala include: 
BAE board member 

and urban planning con-
sultant Paula Luria Caplan, 
Hostos Community College 
President Felix Matos Ro-
driguez,  and jazz pianist 
William (Willie) Rodri-
guez, founder and principal 
of Celia Cruz Bronx High 
School of Music. 

Caplan is a profes-
sional urban planner with 
experience in planning and 
economic development. She 
previously served as depu-
ty director of planning and 
development for the Bronx 
Borough President’s office, 
as well as at the New York 
City Planning Department, 
the New York State Urban 
Development Corporation 
and Chase Bank.

 She is currently a 
board member of the Bronx 
Arts Ensemble and Friends 
of Van Cortlandt Park, and 

previously of the Bronx Op-
era Company and Riverdale 
Senior Services.

Matos Rodríguez  
took office as president 
of Eugenio María de Hos-
tos Community College 
(CUNY) in 2009. He studied 
at Yale University, where 
he received a degree in Lat-
in American Studies. He 
received his PhD in history 
from Columbia University. 

He has also served 
as director of the Center 
for Puerto Rican Studies 
at Hunter College and is a 
member of the history de-
partment at CUNY Gradu-
ate Center.

Rodriguez has been a 
fixture in Latin and Latin/
Jazz music since the 70’s, 
playing and recording with 
several Latin and Jazz art-
ists throughout his career. 
Among his many notable re-
cordings, he is on Machito’s 
Grammy award-winning 
1982 Salsa Big Band on the 

Timeless Label, Utrecht, 
Holland and on Celia Cruz’ 
Grammy award-winning 
2002 album, La Negra Tiene 
Tumbao.

He earned a doctorate 
in music education from 

the Teachers College at Co-
lumbia University.

Benefit tickets are 
$150 per person and can be 
purchased online at www.
Bronxartsensemble.org. 

Sweet sounds have fi lled borough for 40 years

Bronx Arts Ensemble holding gala 

Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter, in partnership 
with the New York City 
Department of Trans-
portation and the New 
York City Fire Depart-
ment, will host “Grand-
parents Safety Day” 
Wednesday, April 3 be-
tween 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the hospital.

The event, in Jaco-
bi’s Atrium (Building 

8), is sponsored by the 
Jacobi Trauma Service.

 Seniors will receive 
free smoke detectors, 
safety information 
from the city Depart-
ment of Transportation 
and geriatric informa-
tion from Jacobi. 

For further infor-
mation regarding the 
event, call (718) 918-
4055. 

Jacobi to host
Grandparents Day
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Bridge’s new namesake, Ed Koch, has Bronx roots
Now that it seems im-

minent that the Queens-
boro Bridge will have the 
name of our former mayor, 
Ed Koch, attached to it, it’s 
time to consider his Bronx 
connections. 

When Ed Koch’s family 
moved from the cold-water 
flat at Jennings Street in 
the Bronx to 1660 Crotona 
Park East, it was a big step 
up the social ladder.  Their 
new apartment not only had 
an elevator, but it also had a 
view of the park.  His father, 
Louis, had been a pants 
maker but then went into 
the furrier business with 
his brother and was work-
ing long hours but getting 
by quite well.  Then disaster 
struck as the Depression 
arrived and luxury items, 
such as furs, were no longer 
in demand.

The family had to leave 
their Bronx apartment 
when Ed was only about 
seven years old and they 
moved in with his brother at 
90 Spruce Street in Newark, 
sharing the rent. 

The whole family found 

work running the hat check 
stand at Krueger’s Audito-
rium for a relative, existing 
only on the tips.  

They found this very 
demeaning but it paid the 
rent and after about a year 
Louis found other work and 
they were able to move into 
their own apartment.  

There were several 
more moves but the family 
was getting by and Ed at-
tended local schools gradu-
ating with honors from 
South Side High School in 
1941 when only 16-years-old.  
He was rather bright and 
considered somewhat of a 
nerd with his only school in-
volvement being the debat-
ing team and writing a cou-
ple of poems for the school 
magazine.  

After Ed graduated 
from high school, the fam-
ily moved from Newark to 
Ocean Parkway in Brook-

lyn making him eligible to 
attend City College tuition 
free.  He enrolled and at-
tended, but World War II 
was now raging and in April 
of 1943 after he reached age 
18, he was drafted into the 
army.  

He was shipped over-
seas on August 27, 1944 with 
the 415th Infantry Regiment 
and saw action in Belgium 
and Holland as a member of 
the Timberwolf Division.  

He received an honor-
able discharge as a sergeant 
in 1946 and since he was now 
a veteran, he was eligible to 
enter NYU law school even 
though he had not gradu-
ated from City College.  

He completed law school 
in 1948 and was admitted to 
the bar the following year.

He went into private 
practice as a lawyer but it 
wasn’t long before he found 
a certain amount of joy and 

excitement in politics.  
His first political suc-

cess was as district leader 
in Greenwich Village oust-
ing Carmine DiSapio, the 
incumbent, in 1963.  

He then sought and 
won a seat on the City Coun-
cil.  His election to Congress 
in 1968 was important as it 
restored a Democrat to that 
seat and he managed to hold 
it for four terms.  Then in 
1977 he took on the Liberal 
Party candidate, Mario 
Cuomo, for the mayoralty 
and won becoming the 105th 
Mayor of New York City.  

Koch inherited a city 
without funds and a reputa-
tion that was also running 
on empty.  He restored san-
ity to the city budget and 
pulled New York City up by 
the boot straps restoring its 
credibility.  

He was also very instru-
mental in rebuilding the 
Bronx through his support 
of Charlotte Gardens.  That 
was a tough struggle and de-
layed for several years due 
to the unforeseen soil settle-
ment, but it was, and still is, 

a rousing success.  
He proved that pride in 

ownership can revitalize a 
community.   There was a 
time you wouldn’t want to 
live, or even walk, anywhere 
near Charlotte Street but 

today you can’t find a hom-
eowner who wants to leave.  
I’d call that a success.  

Edward I. Koch was, 
after all, a Bronx boy doing 
the right thing for the bor-
ough of his birth.  

Mayor Edward I. Koch stopped by the 46th Precinct after a shooting 
in 1988 and took time to pose with police officer Nick DiBrino, author 
of “The Morris Park Racecourse and the Morris Family.”
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BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
As many Americans 

spend the fi rst few days 
of spring desperately col-
lecting w-2’s, receipts, and 
other paraphernalia neces-
sary for the preparation of 
their income taxes, it’s im-
portant not to forget the nu-
merous other taxes we pay, 
as well as the length of time 
we must labor to pay gov-
ernmental spending that 
consumes so much of our 
hard-earned dollars.

   Those “other taxes” 
are frequently hidden in 
small print on utility bills, 
or remain undetected by 
the eventual consumer in 
the activities between the 
development of the service 
or product and the use of 
it by the public.  Take a 
close look at your phone 

bill, for example, and espe-
cially, your cell phone bill. 
Taxes add 40.04% to your 
cell phone costs. Gasoline 
prices are increased by 
44.52% due to government 
activity. Cable costs are in-
creased by 42.51%.  Meals 
out take a 30.84% hit. Soda 
(while Bloomberg still al-
lows you to purchase it) 
prices are hiked by 27.98%. 
Candy expenses are un-
sweetened up by 30.81%. 
Airfare prices are pushed 
skyward by 43.77%. To no 
one’s surprise, the cost 
of cigarettes is infl amed 
by 75.17%, and smokeless 
tobacco, by 62.45%.  Ho-
tel stays are made to cost 
39.39% more. Taxes and 
fees add 40.82% to the price 
of fi rearms. Car rentals are 
driven up 38.77%.  

If all those additional 
expenses give you a head, 
take a drink. That will cost 
you an extra 56.31%.  If 
you prefer wine, it will be 
32.74% more, and perhaps 
the most unforgivable for 
many of us, beer prices are 
increased by 44.33%.  If all 
this makes you sick, the 
cost of vaccines is made 
29.67% higher due to gov-
ernment activity, over-the-
counter medications are 
made 28.80% higher, and 
prescription drugs cost 
25.21% more. 

According to the Ameri-

cans for Tax Reform orga-
nization (which also pro-
vided the statistics above), 
U.S. workers must labor 197 
days to pay for the spending 
done by their federal, state 
and local governments, as 
well as the increasing num-
ber of their onerous, ex-
pense-inducing regulations 
. An astounding 54% of our 
national gross domestic 
product goes to provide the 
government with the funds 
it demands, taking dollars 
out of productive sectors of 
the economy. 

The average U.S. worker 
must devote 88 days of sal-
ary to pay for his or her 
federal taxes, accounting 
to 24.04% of America’s in-
come.  Another 40.04 days 
of salary  must be devoted 
to state and local taxes.  

In addition, another 44.62 
days goes to cover the cost 
of federal regulations, and 
24.75 days are used to pay 
for state and local regula-
tions. 

   Those somber statis-
tics are about to become 
considerably worse.  The 
numerous taxes and ex-
penses imposed by the Pa-
tient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act (Obamacare) 
will substantially impact 
each worker.

To one one’s surprise, 
residents of New York State 
have a far greater bur-
den than all of their fellow 
Americans, except those 
from Connecticut and New 
Jersey.  Everything resi-
dents of the Empire State 
earn until August 5 goes to 
pay for the cost of govern-

ment.    
   Of course, there is al-

ways the question of what 
you get in return for your 
taxes.  Recently, our mili-
tary has been reduced, 
our mail may not be deliv-
ered on Saturdays, much 
of our advanced research 
has been cut back, and nu-
merous other services have 
been reduced.  We are pay-
ing more and getting less.  
Our entire system of taxa-
tion and spending needs to 
be reviewed and revamped 
in its entirety. 

Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
sponsored radio broadcast 
each Saturday at 10am on 
WVOX 1460am, and visit 
our website at comactainc.
com. 

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
 Comedy night is back at 

the Post. It happens on Sat-
urday, April 27, at 6:P.M.

Proceeds to go to the 
American Cancer Society. 
$40.00 gets you in, fed and 
the show. Door prizes will 
be had as well as the ever 
present 50/50. For tickets, 
call Mari Vazquez at 347-
657-1354 or 702-813-8165.

 The Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. Council of the 
Knights of Columbus pres-
ents a Salute to the Savoy 
Ballroom featuring the 
Harlem Renaissance Or-
chestra and Line Dancing 
with DJ Ron. This happens 
on Monday, April 1, 2013 at 
the Kennedy Center. En-
trance on West 135 Street 
between Lenox  and Fifth. 
Tickets $20.00 in advance 
$25.00 at the door. BYOB. 
For further info contact 

Ken Williams at 646-407-
0296. 

This into me from Sandy 
Rolon. The Women Veter-
ans Association of Hudson 
Valley is presenting a Vet-

eran’s Luncheon on Satur-
day, April 20, from 12:15-
3:15 at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, 3 Executive Blvd, 
Suffern NY 10901. Tickets 
are $20.00 You must regis-
ter to attend call 845-480-
5660. Speakers there will 
focus on PTSD and Suicide. 
and the effects of MST in 
relationship to Vets re- in-
tergrating back into the 
community.

 More on notables in 

the Military: Cardinal 
O’Connor was a Chap-
lain in the Navy during 
the Korean War. Steve Mc 
Queen was a Marine. Band 
Leader Artie Shaw joined 
the Navy in WW ll and 
toured the Pacifi c with a 
band that performed under 
fi re at Guadalcanal. Regis 
Philbin served in the Navy 
as did Tito Puente  who 
served during WWII. More 
next week.

 The Post is ready for a 
Slate of Offi cers for elec-
tion. So get with it.

 Stay tuned to this col-
umn for info about a Golf 
Outing to end all outings. 
Chip Hiney of Paddy’s by 
the Bay is behind this. So 
you know it’s a biggie.

 Trivia Time next week 
as your brains are full. So 
keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.  

BY MARY JANE  MUSANO
Congratulations to Ja-

cobi Medical Center!
John Doyle recently in-

vited me to a Community 
Health Needs Assessment 
meeting where I discovered 
that Jacobi Medical Center 
is doing some wonderful 
things.  They are the fi rst 
hospital in our community 
to begin to attack the very 
serious problem of hospital 
acquired infections.  I hope 
that other hospitals will fol-
low suit because this prob-
lem is at epidemic propor-
tions.

Hannah Nelson told us 
that Jacobi is following the 
recommendations of the 
National Institute of Health 
to curb infection rates and 
numbers released by the 
state Department of Health 
shows that they are expe-
riencing improvement.  
Ms. Nelson discussed how 
important hand washing 
is in preventing infection 
and told us that Jacobi em-
barked upon a project that 
would visually show their 

staff how to wash their 
hands effectively.  They set 
up a station in their lobby 
and asked staff to wash 
their hands with a special 
soap that would show if bac-
teria was left behind.  They 
discovered that many of 
their staff members were 
not using effective methods 
to wash their hands.  

 To be free of bacteria 
hands must be vigorously 
lathered with mild soap 
for at least 20 seconds.  The 
lather must be spread to 
the tops and bottoms of the 
hands and in between each 
fi nger.  The lather must also 
be spread to the wrist area.  
We should all be wash-
ing our hands using this 
method.

Contrary to what many 
people believe, anti-bacte-
rial soap does not do a bet-
ter job than regular soap.  
In fact, research has shown 
that anti-bacterial soap is 
contributing to the problem 
with drug-resistant germs.  
So save money and help this 
serious problem by not buy-

ing anti-bacterial products.
Jacobi has two new and 

innovative programs that 
were created by Laura Bu-
fano, Director of Public Re-

lations.  If you are a patient 
at Jacobi you are likely to 
meet a new team of healers 
that will warm your heart 
with a big kiss…I mean a 
lick!  Yes!  A therapy dog 
just may be visiting you to 
lift your spirits and help 
you in your recovery.

Ms. Bufano also created 
a community garden that 
will soon be up and run-
ning for the spring/sum-
mer season.  I am so excited 
because I see these two new 
programs as the fi rst intro-
duction to holistic pathways 
to health.  Maybe Jacobi 
will be the fi rst hospital to 
actually introduce holis-
tic treatments along with 
traditional medical treat-
ments.  We can only hope!

 If you want to learn 
more about how Jacobi is 
lowering their infection 
rates or you’d like to get the 
details on the Therapy Dog 
Program or the Community 
Garden, come to our next 
membership meeting.   We 
will also have Bill Heaney 

and his staff from Throggs 
Neck Ambulance Corp tak-
ing blood pressures and 
teaching the Heimlich ma-
neuver as well as Chrys 
Napolitano who will have 
information on our commu-
nity’s wonderful CSA where 
you can get fresh fruit and 
produce.

Are you taking medica-
tions?  Would you like to 
fi nd out if they are deplet-
ing your body of vitamins?  
Come to our meeting and 
learn how to stay healthy 
even if you are taking medi-
cations.  Do you drink diet We will be meeting on April 11th at 

7:30 p.m. at P.S. 14. Included in our 
meeting will be a health fair.

soda?  Discover why you 
should fi nd an alternative.  
Maybe you’d like to drink 
smoothies instead.  We will 
show you how.  They are de-
licious and may even help 
you lose weight as you get 
healthy!  You may even get 
to taste one!

Please mark the date on 
your calendar.  We will be 
meeting on April 11th at 
7:30 at PS 14.  Start the sum-
mer off right.  Be healthy 
and happy so that you can 
enjoy all that life has to of-
fer.  Please join us!

Legion Grocery Sale
Throggs Neck Memo-

rial Unit 1456, 1456 Shore 
Drive, will be holding a 
spring Grocry Sale on Sun-
day, April 7, at 1 p.m. 

Donation for the Gro-
cery Sale is $5 per person, 

which includes one enve-
lope, coffee, cake and door 
prize. 

Additional envelopes 
can be purchased for  $. 

For further informa-
tion or to make a donation 
call call (718) 822-8502
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Learn how to save 
and manage 
your money 
better!

April 10, 2013
6:15 pm to 7:45 pm

3445 Jerome Avenue, Bronx

Attend Ridgewood Savings Bank’s 

MONEY MATTERS
Financial Education Seminar
MONEY MATTERS

Limited seating available
Call (718) 881-3430 to reserve your seat

ridgewoodbank.com
EQUAL  HOUSING

LENDER Member FDIC

Discover the benefits of using bank savings & checking services
Get the answers to financial questions

FREE  Refreshments

Learn how to save 
and manage 
your money 
better!

Flushing, NY (March 7, 2013) – CenterLight Healthcare is pleased to announce the open-
ing of its first Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) center in Flushing, 
Queens. The site offers significant benefits to the community’s elderly population, enabling 
them to receive a wide range of healthcare services in one convenient facility. Located in the 
busy downtown district at 136-65 37th Avenue, the new, 10,000 square foot, state-of-the-art 
day care facility offers medical care, rehabilitation, social activities, round-trip transporta-
tion and meals. This is the 14th center opened by the CenterLight PACE program, which is 
the largest and one of the oldest such programs in the country.

“CenterLight’s PACE program benefits not only our members, but their families and 
the community at large,” says Michael Fassler, CEO of CenterLight Health System. “By en-
abling members to continue living safely in their homes, they can remain connected with 
their families and active in their communities.” 

Located in the heart of one of New York’s most historic Asian neighborhoods, the Flush-
ing Center has the capacity to care for 500 members. The Center’s professional staff reflect 
the culturally diverse community and speak multiple languages, including Chinese and Ko-
rean. All members are encouraged to participate in and enjoy the Center’s wide range of day 
care services.

“Flushing’s vibrant culture and proximity to major transportation made this an ideal 
venue for this site, says Maureen Connolly, Vice President of Clinical Operations for PACE.  
“This modern facility serves the needs of our patients in a dynamic neighborhood, sur-
rounded by restaurants, markets and activities. We look forward to serving the needs of our 
patients here for many years to come.” 

CenterLight’s additional PACE facilities are located in the five boroughs of New York, 
Westchester and Long Island. Those needing managed long-term care services and inter-
ested in becoming a PACE member, can get more information by calling 1-888-238-4223.

About CenterLight Healthcare

CenterLight Healthcare is an innovative managed care organization that provides long-
term healthcare services throughout the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, and Staten 
Island, as well as Nassau, Suffolk, Rockland and Westchester counties. Our goal is to help 
older adults, the chronically ill, disabled individuals and others we serve to enjoy the high-
est possible quality of life while living safely in their homes and communities. Our PACE 
program serves over 3,000 members at 14 centers across the New York Metro area that of-
fer recreation therapy, medical care, nursing, social services, physical, occupational, and 
nutrition therapy, and other specialized services. CenterLight Healthcare’s Select program 
offers Medicaid-funded long term care services to a nursing home eligible population, while 
CenterLight’s Direct program offers Medicare-covered services to nursing home residents. 
Our interdisciplinary team-based approach enables us to provide highly personalized, cul-
turally sensitive care. 

About CenterLight Health System

CenterLight Health System is a non-profit national leader in providing and coordinating 
residential, home and community-based long term care for chronically ill and disabled adults 
throughout the New York metropolitan area. Our continuing care services include residen-
tial health care, subacute medical care, rehabilitation, home care, HIV/AIDS home care, com-
prehensive care management, adult day health care and independent housing facilities for 
the elderly and disabled. For more information visit us at http://www.centerlight.org.

Contact: Lauren Weidelman
Phone:    646-486-0000 x144 
Email: lweidelman@triomphantcommunications.com

B R O O K LY N  B U S I N E S S  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

CenterLight Opens First 
Program of All-Inclusive 

Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
Center in Flushing, Queens
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EVERY 
THURSDAY
@ 9PM

“Mister
Catskills”
Peter

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

3599 E. Tremont•Bronx, NY•Tel: 718-829-0005•Fax: 718-319-1756

Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Thurs 4:00-10:00.

F

Captain’s Cabin
FOR ALL YOUR PARTIES NEEDS - DIFFERENT PACKAGES AVAILABLE

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

Sunday Only 11:30 4:00
Fri & Sat 4:00-11:00

FREE
WI-FI

A place where strangers are not strangers...But friends who have yet to meet!

$5BAR ONLY
8-10 PM

$10 PITCHERS

ALL SPECIALS

$650
 BAR

Lunches
Early Bird DinnerSunday Brunch Friday Nights

DJ
SHANE

at
10
pm

$1295

Graduations

Communions

Confirmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

Now Taking Reservations for

Happy Easter

PLAY BALL!!      

MON. APRIL 1ST 

@ BAR ONLY
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Dwight Perry (Seattle 
Times) passed this along from 
Jeff Gordon (STLtoday.com), 
“Can you tell the difference 
between Charleston Southern 
(Big South Conference) and 
Charleston (Southern)?” wrote 
Jeff Gordon of STLtoday.com. 
“Can you distinguish between 
St. Francis (Northeast) and St. 
Francis (Northeast)?

“(Hint: One St. Francis is in 
Pennsylvania, the other New 
York.)”

Northeast 

Southwestern State

The Sports Curmudgeon 
gave us his feelings after view-
ing the selection show: “How 
could the cretins on that Se-
lection Committee have put 
Disco Tech into the tourna-
ment and left [you fi ll in the 
blank here] on the sidelines?                                                         
Personally, I love Vegetative 
State to “make a run” in the 
North Bracket; but that’s just 
me…”

Play-in Surprise

Brad Dickson (Omaha World-
Herald) was surprised (that 
North Carolina A&T won its 
play-in game), “To learn it was 
not a phone company.”

This Year’s NBA Draft

The new NBA-CBA with its 
huge luxury tax on cap excesses 
has made players earning less 
worth more.  Look at what the 
“Cavs” are doing by stockpiling 
draft picks.” 

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
ALBANY – Justin Hill got 

to experience the disappoint-
ment of never winning and 
the joy of finishing on top in 
the course of a year.  

The Monsignor Scanlan 
senior guard was a member 
of the boys basketball team 
that went winless last season 
and is now part of the school’s 
first state Federation champi-
onship. 

“You just can’t explain it,” 
he said. 

Hill ensured the Crusaders 

completed their turnaround. 
He hit a baseline jumper with 
less than a minute to play 
to put Scanlan up three and 
later blocked Yusef Rice’s put 
back attempt off a missed free 
throw in the final seconds. 

The plays sealed Scanlan’s 
52-50 win over fellow Bronx 
school Fannie Lou Famer in 
the state Federation Class B fi-
nal at the Times Union Center 
in Albany Sunday afternoon. 

“You can’t pay for this,” said 
senior guard John Dewey, who 

5
1

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
 M

a
r

. 2
9

-
 A

p
r

. 4
, 2

0
1

3
   

Continued on Page 53

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

“We have a lot of firepower.  Not only can we shut guys 
down, but we can take the ball away and a lot of us have 
stick skills, so we can push the ball..”   

LEN DELUCIA..............................................................PAGE 52

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
ALBANY – Riverdale’s his-

toric run was ended by a fellow 
Bronx team picking up plenty of 
fi rsts along the way also. 

The Falcons fell, 63–49, to Mon-
signor Scanlan in the state Fed-
eration Class B boys basketball 
semifi nals Saturday afternoon at 
the Times Union Center. The Cru-
saders went on to win the state 
championship.

It puts a close a year the saw 
the private school win a share of 
the Ivy League title for the fi rst 
time since 1985 and win the NY-
SAISAA title for the fi rst time in 
school history. It’s an experience 
the players will never forget.  

“It’s great for the school that 
we won,” junior Thomas Ryan 
said. “We haven’t won in a long 
time… It was a special year.”

Ryan was a major bright 
spot in defeat. He scored a team-
high 16 points and connected on 
four 3-pointers. He hit big shots 
through out. His 3-pointer late in 
the second quarter tied the scored 
at 22-22. Ryan hit consecutive 
treys to pull his team within 40-32 
early in the third, giving them a 
chance for one last charge in the 
fourth.

“It seemed like every time it 
looked like it could get away from 
us Tom stepped up and made a 
shot and it’s a three, which kind 

of helps you a little bit more, Riv-
erdale head coach Andy Marinos 
said.

Riverdale pulled with in 55-
49 on a Michael Garner 3-pointer 
with 1:16 left in the game. The 
Scanlan full court pressure was 
too much like it was all games. 
The Crusaders turned 19 Riv-
erdale turnovers into 27 points. 
Scanlan went on a 12-2 run over 
the second and third quarters to 
open up a 38-24 advantage.  

“That was the best pressure 
we’ve seen all your long,” Ryan 
said. “We didn’t deal with it as 
well as we’d hoped.”

Joshua Wetzler added 11 points 
and seven boards and Michael 
Gardner chipped in eight points 
for Riverdale (20-6). John Dewey 
led Scanlan with 16 points, 10 as-
sists, six rebounds and six steals. 
Terrell Duck added 12 points and 
seven boards.

Riverdale hopes it started a 
changing of the guard in the Ivy 
League, which has been domi-
nated by Collegiate and Poly Prep 
in recent years. Marinos has said 
he didn’t expect this type of run 
when the year started, but saw his 
team jell and play well. His play-
ers hope to get another chance at 
winning in Albany next season.   

“I hope so,” Ryan said. “We ex-
pect to be back next year.”

Riverdale ends season with semifi nal loss

Riverdale Country School player #15 Thomas Ryan at the NY State Federation 
Tournament of Champions.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

Monsignor Scanlan caps 
program revival with fi rst 

Federation title

Monsignor Scanlan player #3 John Dewey at the NY State Federation Tournament 
of Champions.   Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 53

Madness 
Madness
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
ALBANY – Fannie Lou 

Hamer will not be able to 
call itself a state Federation 
champions, but they are 
trailblazers in coach Marc 
Skelton’s eyes.

This year’s team put the 
program on the map in the 
city and in the state despite 
a heartbreaking 52-50 loss 
to Monsignor Scanlon in 
the Class B boys basketball 
fi nal Sunday at the Times 
Union Center. The Panthers 
won the school’s fi rst ever 
city title and reached the 
state championship game 
with an upset win over Wa-
tervliet in the semifi nals. It 
follows two seasons of early 
playoff exits.  

“It’s now one of the elite 
programs in the state,” Skel-
ton said. “Now we can talk 
about Albany and people in 
the classroom and through 
out the school will under-
stand what that means.”

The Panthers (29-4) 
nearly brought the title 
home, but seven missed free 

throws in the fourth quar-
ter hindered their efforts. 
Jimeek Conyers stepped to 
the line with a chance tie 
the score with 3.3 seconds 
remaining. He missed the 
fi rst and had to purposely 
miss the second. Yusef Rice 
got the rebound, but had his 
shot blocked by Scanlan’s 
Justin Hill. 

Corey Morgan paced 
Fannie Lou Hamer with 11 
points and 11 rebounds and 
Isaiah Thomas dropped 
in 17 points. Morgan was 
a force on both ends of the 
fl oor and was a match up 
problem for Scanlan early 
on.

“He was fantastic,” Skel-
ton said. “If he didn’t block 
the shot he changed the shot. 
Then on offense he played 
as hard as he couldn’t,”

Nothing out matched the 
effort Fannei Lou put forth 
in the semifi nals to beat a 
Watervliet team 72-60 that 
came in ranked No. 1 in the 
state. It ripped off a 22-4 run 
over the third and fourth 

quarter to turn a 10-point 
defi cit into a 60-45 lead with 
3:40 left in the game. Skel-
ton credited to the run to 
team at halftime drinking 
the chocolate milk provided 
by the American Dairy As-
sociation, a tournament 
sponsor.   

“[Skelton] was like shoot 
the ball, keep on shooting,” 
said junior guard Kenny 
Bonaparte, who scored 12 
points said. “That’s when 
we were knocking down our 
threes, playing defense.”    

Thomas scored a game-
high 21 points against Wa-
tervliet, including a buzzer 
beating 3-pointer to put 
Fannie Lou Hamer down 
just one at the half. The 
Panthers continued to work 
hard until it was fi nally able 
to make their run to provide 
a memorable moment. 

“We know what it is to 
lose,” Thomas said. “This 
team is the most special 
team I’ve ever been on in 
my life.”     

Fannie Lou Hamer’s 
memorable season ends with 

state semifi nal defeat

Fannie Lou Hammer High School player #10 Jimeek Conyers NY State Federation Tournament of Cham-
pions in Albany.   Photo by Ken Maldonado

BY MIKE MORTON
The Fordham Prep boys 

lacrosse team has its mind 
set on erasing the memory 
of last season’s heartbreak-
ing, last minute, 10-9 defeat 
in the NYCHSAA Class AA 
division fi nal to rival Iona 
Prep. 

“That’s a huge part of 
our season,” captain Logan 
Williamson said.  “You can 
say every game matters and 
they’re all the same, but ev-
ery Fordham Prep lacrosse 
player that plays in their 
backyard, they dream about 
scoring the winning goal 
against Iona.”

Williamson, who suf-
fered a torn PCL in his 
right knee during the foot-
ball season, is  ready to go 
for lacrosse. Much of the 
team’s success will fall on 
his shoulders, as he is just 
one of two seniors on the 
roster.

The captain role placed 
upon him is one he em-
braces, he said.

“We’re all in with the 
whole [CHSAA] state cham-
pionship, one goal as a 
team,” Williamson said. 
“Being a leader it’s really 
important, especially be-
cause they need someone to 

look up to.”
The Rams will have to re-

place some skilled players if 
they hope to regain the divi-
sion title that they lost last 
year.  One of the main play-
ers they will have to replace 
is Ben Andreycack, who 
scored a team high dished 
out 45 goals and 37 assists 
last season. It’s not an easy 
thing to do.

“You can’t replace Ben,” 
Fordham coach Len De-
Lucia said.  “Ben was an 
All American and a great 
player.  People have to step 
up.”

One of the players Ford-
ham Prep will look to step 
up is junior midfi elder Con-
nor Smith.  Smith was the 
second leading scorer on 
last year’s team, scoring 
24 goals. Smith will be a 
part of a deep, and young, 
midfi eld core that DeLucia 
thinks can be special this 
season.

“I think we’ll be stronger 
on the midfi eld than we’ve 
ever been,” he said.  

The departure of three-
year starting goalie Conor 
Gowan will also leave a big 
hole to fi ll for the Rams.

A duo of juniors, Jordan 
Shapiro and James Werner, 

will compete to earn the 
starting job in net.  DeLu-
cia has not named a start-
ing goalie yet, and says the 
competition will likely ex-
tend into the beginning of 
the season.

“They’re going to fi ght 
for time,” DeLucia said. 
“It’s going to be tough to see 
who’s going to be starting.”

Protecting the goal will 
be a new group of defenders, 
with just Williamson and 
Anthony Febbo returning 
with signifi cant game expe-
rience.  Williamson believes 
this defensive unit has the 
potential to be special, de-
spite the inexperience.

“We have a lot of talent 
on defense,” he said.  “We 
have a lot of fi repower.  
Not only can we shut guys 
down, but we can take the 
ball away and a lot of us 
have stick skills, so we can 
push the ball.”

Despite an up and down 
scrimmage season, DeLucia 
believes this Fordham Prep 
team has the potential.

“I know we’re young, but 
we have a lot of talent,” he 
said.  “If they keep up and 
work hard, play smart, I 
think we can be where we 
need to be in June.”

Inexperienced Fordham Prep 
lax working towards big fi nish

The New York Yankees 
today announced that they 
will honor the community 
of Newtown and the mem-
ory of those lost in the trag-
edy at Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School.

 On Opening Day at 
Yankee Stadium on April 
1, the Yankees and their 
opponents, the Boston Red 
Sox, will stand together in 
dedicating the game to the 
victims of the Sandy Hook 
school shooting, their fami-
lies and the greater commu-
nity of Newtown. Pregame 
ceremonies will feature 
joint honor guards of New-
town police and fi refi ght-
ers, along with a moment of 
silence, during which a list 
of the Sandy Hook victims’ 
names will be recognized 
on the center-fi eld video 
board.

 The Yankees and Red 

Sox will wear a special rib-
bon on their uniforms for 
Opening Day to honor those 
lost and those affected by 
the tragedy. This ribbon 
will also be prominently 
painted on the fi eld in front 
of both dugouts. To show 
Major League Baseball’s 
solidarity in remembering 
the victims, their families 
and the greater community 
of Newtown, Commissioner 
Bud Selig has asked the 28 
other teams to follow suit in 
wearing the ribbon during 
their respective Opening 
Day games.

On Sunday, July 7, ap-
proximately 3,000 children, 
families and members of 
the Newtown community 
will be invited to celebrate 
summer recess by attending 
the Yankees’ 1:05 p.m. game 
vs. Baltimore. The Yankees 
have proclaimed the date 

“Newtown Day at Yankee 
Stadium” and look forward 
to hosting members of the 
community at a time of year 
after the school calendar is 
complete that allows for the 
most children and families 
to be able to attend.

 “On Opening Day, we 
will refl ect upon more im-
portant things and play 
the game to honor the com-
munity of Newtown,” said 
Yankees Managing Gen-
eral Partner Hal Stein-
brenner. “Since the day of 
the tragedy, our hearts and 
thoughts have been with 
those who were affected. We 
hope that bringing the fam-
ilies of Newtown together at 
Yankee Stadium later in the 
summer will give the com-
munity an opportunity to 
create new memories and 
aid in the diffi cult process 
of moving forward.”

Yankees to honor Sandy Hook elementary school
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transferred in after win-
ning a Division II state 
title at Mt. St. Joseph’s 
(VT) last year. “This is a 
feeling I will remember 
for the rest of my life.” 

Scanlan (21-8) was in-
fused with new energy 
and change of mindset 
with the arrival of for-
mer Rice coach Dwayne 
Mitchell, former Bishop 
Loughlin head man 
Rudy King and a num-
ber of transfers. The 
team went undefeated 
in league play and won 
the schools first CHSAA 
city and state crown, be-
fore capped things with 
a Federation title. 

“I feel great for [my 
players],” said Mitchell, 
who won two Federation 
championships as an as-
sistant at Rice. “I like to 
see great things happen 
to great people and it was 
great for the school.”  

Fannie Lou Hamer 
and Scanlan were knot-
ted at 47-47 with 3:21 
left in the game. Dewey, 
who scored 13 points and 
grabbed eight rebounds 
to earn MVP honors, 
scored from the base-
line to put Scanlan up 
two. Hill knocked down 
his jumper after Fannie 
Lou’s Michael Castillo 
made 1 of 2 free throws. 
The Crusaders led 51-
48 with 32 seconds left 
in the game.    The Pan-
thers Jimeek Conyers 
was fouled with Scanlan 
up two and 3.3 seconds 
remaining. He missed 
the first free throw and 
missed the second on 
purpose. Rice raced in 
for a put back, but had 
the ball knocked away 
by Hill to end the game.  

“It was big shot,” Hill 
said… “I had to get that 
block at the end to save 
us and win the game.”

George Pena scored 12 

points and Naje Greene 
had 10 for Scanlan. 
Corey Morgan tallied 11 
points and 11 rebounds 
and Isaiah Thomas 
dropped in 17 points for 
Fannie Lou Hamer (29-
4), which missed seven 
free throws in the fourth 
quarter.    

“We had a fantastic 
season,” Panthers coach 
Marc Skelton said. 

Mitchell stated it is 
likely his team will move 
to the CHSAA A division 
next season and would 
eventually like to get to 
the AA, but knows that 
will take time. His play-
ers will just enjoy this ti-
tle for now. They took ex-
tra joy in beating fellow 
Bronx schools Riverdale 
and Fannie Lou Hamer 
to do so. 

“We can look back 
with pride,” Dewey said. 
“We beat people who live 
near us. It makes it bet-
ter”

From Page 51

Monsignor Scanlan caps program 
revival with fi rst Federation title

Jason Lloyd of the Ak-
ron Journal explained: 
“It’s why those polled 
around the league were 
shaking their head in 
amazement the Cavs were 
able to land what should 
be a future lottery pick 
from the Memphis Griz-
zlies last month for swal-
lowing about $6 million 
in guaranteed salary. No 
other team in the league 
was capable of landing 
a No. 1 pick during this 
trade season.                                  

The Cavs ideally would 
like to add one more fu-
ture pick to their bounty, 
but that might not be pos-
sible. It’s time to start 
winning, beginning next 
season. History indicates 
if rebuilding teams don’t 
start winning by the 
fourth year; odds are it 
won’t happen at all. But as 
the league enters into this 
strange new land of pu-
nitive tax fi nes that can 
quickly soar into the tens 
of millions, perhaps no 
team is better positioned 

with the salary cap than 
the Cavs.     While other 
teams walk a tricky line 
of trying to fl ing money 
overboard while holding 
onto fi rst-round picks, 
the Cavs have positioned 
themselves to make a le-
gitimate run at the play-
offs next season — and 
they’re doing it with their 
core players entrenched 
on rookie contracts.                                                                           
In this upside down sal-
ary cap world where less 
is more, the Cavs have 
more of less than anyone. 
It’s the new way of life in 
the NBA. It has to be.”                                                                     
A Disinterested Classic

I wasn’t surprised by 
the American player dis-
interest in the WBC. Bruce 
Jenkins (SF Chronicle) 
gave some background for 
this situation- “There was 
a runaway winner in this 
week’s competition for the 
most ridiculous headline, 
appearing nationwide in 
various forms: “Time for 
Serious U.S. Commitment 
to World Baseball Clas-
sic.”

It’s a nice thought, 

something every fan 
would like to see, but 
there are too many dis-
interested players on the 
scene, to say nothing of 
paranoid agents, fearful 
executives and stressed-
out managers. In fact, 
fans have come to realize 
that there are two World 
Baseball Classics: the 
one fi lled with annoying 
stories about awkward 
scheduling and the half-
baked U.S. team, and the 
one offering priceless 
looks into the disparate 
styles and cultures of the 
international game.

I don’t want to make a 
really dumb statement, 
like, “Throw the U.S. 
out and we’ll really have 
something,” but I’m start-
ing to reach that stage. 
Even if the story line in-
volves one of our prime-
time major-leaguers on 
another roster - such as 
Sergio Romo’s tedious 
outing for Mexico against 
Italy on Thursday - the 
very concept of the WBC 
comes under question.                                                          
A number of stars from 

the Dominican Republic 
bypassed the event, and 
that’s a sensitive topic for 
Moises Alou, the ex-Giant 
who serves as the team’s 
general manager. “It’s 
something I’m very care-
ful with,” he told ESPN. “I 
never tell the Dominican 
media that a guy didn’t 
want to play. I say his 
team didn’t want him to, 
or ‘blame the agent.’ Be-
cause there’s hate. People 
are going to hate some 
guys who don’t play for u
s.”                                          

Hopkins-Cloud

Bernard Hopkins (52-6-
2, 32KOs) defeated Tavoris 
Cloud (24-0, 19KOs) Sat-
urday 3/9 at the Barkley 
Center for the IBF light 
heavyweight title, scor-
ing a unanimous decision 
(116-112  8rds. to 4, 117-111  
9-3, 116-112  8-4). I scored it 
117-111  9-3. In prize fi ght-
ing, the word promoter is 
a synonym for an unscru-
pulous person.

“Never shake hands 
with Don King or Cedric 
Kushner,” I was warned, 
“because you don’t know 

where his hand has been 
but always count your fi n-
gers.” “This promotion 
was based on huckster-
ism and hooliganism,” 
wrote Ron Borges(Boston 
Herald).

Somehow Cloud suf-
fered a cut on his eyelid in 
the sixth round just after 
beginning to turn the tide 
in the fi fth. The Ref ruled 
it an accidental head butt 
but Cloud said it was a de-
liberate elbow. That debili-
tating cut prevented Cloud 
from getting off in the 
following rounds. There 
was also a lot of hitting 
after the bell by Hopkins. 
If Cloud makes it back, I 
hope he uses this match 
as a teaching experience 
from a wily old pro.   

BTW, most promoters 
behave like graduates of 
a management school run 
by “Shyster, Flywheel, 
and Gypp.”                         

It Seems To Me

That a lot of the Jets’ 
free agents found employ-
ment with new teams at 
higher salaries pretty 
quickly. If they are as good 

as these new teams indi-
cate they are, how come 
they didn’t they didn’t 
produce more for the Jets. 
It must have been the fault 
of all the offensive/defen-
sive coordinators who 
spent a year in the “Green 
Valley”- YEAH, that’s the 
ticket.

The only consistent 
presence during this 
time was Rex Ryan and 
it couldn’t have been his 
fault. Could it?  Hmmm, 
verrry interesting. 
There’s Debridement 

And There’s Debride-

ment

Amar’e Stoudemeyer 
was diagnosed as need-
ing a debridement, ar-
throscopic surgery to re-
move debris in his knee. 
This might keep him, the 
Knicks said, out of action 
for six weeks.

This is all well and good 
except Stoudemeyer had 
the same procedure on his 
left knee to start this sea-
son and was out a full eight 
weeks. That time it was la-
beled a repair

From Page 51

Pipe Dreams: A Disinterested Classic; Hopkins-Cloud
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Evelyn Oliver

Deirdre Scott

Sharlene Brown

Bailey Provetto

Karin O’Connor

 Terri Dambinskas

Rose Florio

Linda Cox

Sana Nasser

Jackie Kyle Kall

Krystal Serrano

Mirian Moses

Deborah Tymon

Sr. Diane Prusinski

Wendy Rodriguez

Nydia R. Edgecombe

Marcia Cameron

Donna Karlson

Dolores Batista

Sandi Lusk

Hope Harley

Roberta Greenberg

Joanne Russo-Rubino

Edith Blitzer

Patricia Williams
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COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

4th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Thursday, June 27, 2013 - 6pm to 10pm

Villa Barone
Manor

727 Throgs Neck Expressway

Full Buffet
Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 13, 2013
(718) 742-3397

FREE PARKING
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the active 48th Precinct’s 
Impact Zone, which is 
flooded with extra cops to 
combat bumps in violent 
crime.

Residents along a 
stretch of 180th Street 
from Boston Road. to Bath-
gate Avenue, and roughly 
ten square blocks in Trem-
ont will have to wait until 
further notice.  

At the board’s March 
13, members unanimously 
voted in favor of the pre-
cautionary measure – 
more like a “moratorium” 
in the eyes of District Man-
ager Ivine Galarza.   

She emphasized that 
churches and applicants 
who filed before the non-
binding policy was passed 
will still have their per-
mits honored.  

Galarza said the move 
is part of an effort to help 
police, already stretched 
thin, to deal with expected 
increases in crime during 
the hot summer months.

She warned that any-

one who files for a permit 
will be denied, and lose 
the $25 processing fee 
from the city Community 
Affairs Unit.  

The CAU already 
passed an amendment in 
January, denying permits 
to any new street fairs this 
year. But Galarza said she 
was unaware of the policy, 
calling it “ironic that we 
followed the city’s lead.” 

Board 6 Chair Wendy 
Rodriguez agreed with 
Galarza in stemming the 
outbreak of crime in the 
area. 

“We’re not trying to 
deny anyone in having a 
street event,” said Rodri-
guez.  “We’re trying to 
deny kids getting killed.” 

So far, no one has yet 
filed for a permit, said 
Galarza.

Impact Zone 
The NYPD transferred 

20 extra cops about a year 
to patrol Tremont after a 
spike in shootings, mug-
gings and thefts.  

“They walk the beat 
and have longer hours 

to monitor the areas be-
cause of the high crime,” 
Galarza said of the influx 
of blue uniforms in parts 
of the Impact Zone nick-
namedd “no man’s land.”  

Last November, a five-
year-old girl was hospital-
ized after being shot  by 
a stray bullet on Hughes 
Ave. off E. 180th Street.  

In January 2012, a wild 
melee inside a basketball 
court at Vidalia Park left 
four teens shot.  

Reaction 

Neighbors agreed crime 
has been a major issue in 
the residential neighbor-
hoods of the Impact Zone. 

A woman who only 
gave her name as Keisha 
agreed a ban on street 
fairs makes sense, though 
she’s not sure whether it 
would keep crime down.  

“Even if you ban block 
parties, there’ll still be 
problems,” she said, blam-
ing many of the drug-in-
fested issues on a Metha-
done clinic just around the 
corner from her home.  

Her friend Adrian, a 

mother of a one-year-old, 
also backed the ban, say-
ing plenty of beefs be-
tween rival gangs happen 
at block parties.  

“They think it’s a hang-
out spot.”  

But at the March 13 
board meeting, Jose Pa-
dilla Jr., one-time assem-
bly candidate, argued that 

Community Board 6 nixes summer celebrations to fi ght crime
From page 1

by not honoring the per-
mits, neighbors miss out 
on the chance to bond with 
the community.

“Let the community 
residents come and have 
their community event, 
block party,” he said, call-
ing the denial of permits a 
form of discrimination.   

“There could be some le-

gal repercussions against 
Community Board 6,” said 
Padilla Jr.  

But Galarza said she 
intends to keep the ban – 
whatever the city does – 
until crime subsides sub-
stantially.  

“We are saving lives,” 
said Galarza.  

Homeowner Sandy victims fi ghting insurance companies
From page 1

Nelson and Sharon DeGracia stare at a gaping hole in the fl oor, in 
the Edgewater Park home, where their bed once was. 

Photo by Kirsten Sanchez 

with her homeowner’s pol-
icy adjuster immediately 
after the storm.

After waiting three or 
four months for a quote 
from the company, the cou-
ple was offered $21,000.

“It seemed like a slap 
in the face” the DeGracia’s 
said.

The couple said several 
contractors estimated it 
will cost up to $60,000 to fi x 
the damage. 

The DeGracia’s grudg-
ingly accepted the $21,000, 
but insisted Allstate send 
another insurance adjuster, 
hoping to receive additional 
fi nancial help.

“They said it would be 
six to eight months before 
we received another offer, 
and offered no instruc-
tions on how to file an ad-
ditional claim,” Sharon 
said.

They then decided to 
call Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca’s offi ce for help.

“The DeGracia home, 

which sits right on the wa-
terfront, took immense 
damage,” said Vacca, add-
ing he was outraged over 
Allstate’s initial settlement 
offer.

As of last week, the De-
Gracia’s were offered an ad-
ditional $15,000.

 “They’re getting better, 
but they still aren’t offer-
ing what they should to be,” 
Sharon said.

Vacca said he hopes to 
continue working with the 
couple to “help them re-

ceive the proper amount 
that they need to fully make 
the repairs on their home.”

But this may be just the 
beginning of a long list of 
headaches for homeown-
ers, as FEMA released its 
new advisory base of fed-
eral fl ood zone maps for the 
Bronx earlier this month.

New stretches of shore-
line properties in Coun-
try Club, Spencer Estates, 
Edgewater Park, Silver 
Beach, Clason Point and 
Harding Park all saw 
flood zones added or ex-
panded.

FEMA is recommend-
ing in many cases that 
individuals in commu-
nities where fl ood zones 
have been changed either 
elevate their homes and/
or strengthen their struc-
tures, offi cials said.

People choosing to ig-
nore the new elevation 
guidelines could be stuck 
paying insurance premi-
ums of $9,500 a year for a 
typical single-family home, 
compared to $1,410 a year 

for a homeowner whose 
house is built at the rec-
ommended level. Building 
a home three feet higher 
than the recommended 
guidelines could bring pre-
miums down to $427 a year.

Homeowners who fi nd 
themselves added to a fl ood 
zone will now face a storm 
of insurance premium in-
creases if the fi nal revised 
maps are adopted after a 
public review. The regula-
tory maps will not be re-
lease for another one to two 
years. 

As of March 22, FEMA 
has held one meeting at the 
Bronx YMCA to discuss the 
new maps. 

Kearns said he has con-
tacted FEMA. asking them 
to attend a board meeting 
and discuss the fl ood map-
ping but “they have indi-
cated that they may not be 
able to do so.”

A FEMA spokesperson 
said “at this time, there are 
no other public meetings 
scheduled to discuss the 
new Bronx maps.”

The DeGracia 
home, which 
sits right on 

the waterfront 
took immense 

damage.
Jimmy Vacca

Councilman

If you live within this stretch of Tremont, don’t even think about holding a party as Community Board 
6 passed a resolution to shoot down any new permit applications for street festivals. - Photo courtesy of 
the 48th Precinct 
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have have 
scratches & dents. **Vehicle must be in safe operating condition, dealer not responsible for excess wear and tear. *Slight h2o damage. NYC DCA#0851824, DMV#7046226.

A Lot of Luxury
2011 Mercedes Benz C300*

$249  per/mo. 
72 mos 

4 MATIC, AWD, AT, Climate, Traction, P/h/seats, MR, 

a/b, abs, pm, cc, ps, pb, pw. pdl, lthr, alloys, cd, tilt 

#68924. 13k miles. 1.99% APR, $2995 down. 

TAKE THE SUBWAY TO 46TH ST STOP IN QUEENSMR

1-877-625-6766
43-40 Northern Blvd., Long Island City, Queens

Tired of your old car? We’ll buy it from you!**

MajorWorld.com

2009 MERCEDES

$445buy 
for

Auto, trac, h/seats, cruise, 
p/s, p/dl, ABS, pm, Alloys, 
CD, 43K, #76449 1.99% 
APR, $4995 down. 

S 550

per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 57k, #74061. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. buy 

for

2009 BMW 528i x Drive 
$249per mo.

72  mos
buy 
for

2010 INFINITI G37
$235per mo.

72  mos

If You Can’t Make It To Us, We’ll Pick You Up. 
Call 877-356-5030 For Complimentary Pick Up.

buy 
for

2010 MERCEDES GL450
$424 Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 

cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 56k, #75041. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. per mo./ 72  mos

Auto, trac, P/H/Seats, Moonroof, 
cruise, p/s, leather, Alloys, 
Tilt, 28k, #70898. 1.99% APR, 
$2995 down. 

2011 INFINITI FX35
$315buy 
for

AWD, Auto, traction, leather 
alloys, p/d/l, ac, p/s. Stk 
#75345. 39k miles. 1.99% APR, 
$4995 down. 

per mo./ 72  mos
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43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 111011-877-625-6766
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NO RAIN OR SNOW WILL STOP US! WE ARE OPEN!

MAJOR SAYS KEEP IT!

Must be presented prior to negotiations. Cannot be used for service or parts. Cannot be combined with other offers.

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$88
$139

PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$199
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$99
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$149
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$249
PER MO./ 72 MOS 
@ 1.99% APR
W/ $2995 DOWN
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$9,995 $12,995 $14,995
$9,995$9,995

CARS STARTING AS LOW AS $2,995!
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BY FATHER
 RICHARD F. GORMAN
New Beginnings!

The calendar may say 
that it is Spring.  Of course, 
the weather says other-
wise.  Nonetheless, as I pen 
this column, the quintes-
sence of Spring  --  viz., re 
birth, regeneration, a new 
start  --  is very much in 
evidence.

I write this column on 
the initial day of the sol-
emn commemoration of 
Passover by my Jewish 
friends and neighbors.  
Passover, known also as 
“PESACH,” “PESAH,” or 
“PEYSEKH,” its names in 
Hebrew, Israeli, and Yid-
dish respectively, is the 
most revered of all Jewish 
holy days.  It recalls the 
liberation of God’s Chil-
dren from oppression and 
slavery in Egypt.  It her-
alds the birth of the Jewish 
nation and lasts a total of 
eight (8) days.

In the Old Testament 
Book of EXODUS, the Bible 
relates how God punished 
the Egyptians by sending 
ten (10) plagues upon them 
until such time as Pharaoh 
would release his Hebrew 

slaves.  The fi nal and most 
severe of these plagues 
was the slaying of all of 
the fi rstborn in the land of 
Egypt. The Jewish people 
were instructed by Moses 
to paint the doorposts of 
their homes with the blood 
of a spring lamb and, upon 
seeing this, the spirit of 
the Lord “passed over” 
these homes, hence the 
term “PASSOVER.” When 
Pharaoh fi nally, albeit re-
luctantly, set free God’s 
People, they left in such 
haste that they could not 
wait for their bread to rise. 
Ergo, to remember this cir-
cumstance, for the dura-
tion of Passover, the Jew-
ish people are prohibited 
from eating any leavened 
bread, which is why the 
TORAH refers to Passover 
as “The Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread.”  “MATZA,” or 
“MATZO” or “MATZOH,”  
--  i.e., unleavened bread  --  
is fl at and unrisen and con-
stitutes the primary and 
distinguishing symbol of 
this holyday.

Roman Catholics, such 
as myself, and other Chris-
tian peoples (except for our 
Orthodox Christian broth-
ers and sisters) are in the 

midst of Holy Week and on 
the cusp of the Easter Trid-
uum, which will herald the 
eight-day celebration of the 
Solemn Feast of Easter.  
The celebration of Easter 
is of such signifi cance and 
magnitude that it takes a 
complete eight (8) days  --  
i.e., an “octave”   --  to cel-
ebrate the glory of the Res-
urrection of Jesus Christ.  
The Resurrection of Jesus 
is a victory over sin and 
death, a victory that be-
longs to all who commit 
themselves to obeying the 
Gospel of Jesus and follow-
ing in His way.  It is a time 
of ecstatic joy and abound-
ing hope.  In the story of 
the fi rst Easter, the Gos-
pels call to mind how the 
Risen Jesus comes back for 
His friends, despite the fact 
that they betrayed, denied, 
and abandoned them when 
He needed them the most.  
Jesus fi nds His Apostles 

hiding in a locked room, 
fearing for their very life.  
In one of the most poignant 
scenes ever recounted, Je-
sus tenderly forgives His 
friends for their cowardice 
and betrayal as He sends 
them forth to proclaim the 
Good News of his Resur-
rection to all of creation.

All of the events and 
sentiments associated with 
Easter and Passover hope-
fully are a reminder that 
each day of life amounts 
to a second chance, an op-

portunity to do it over and 
an occasion to do it right.  
Stumbling about in the 
past, wallowing in the old 
faults and grievances of 
yesterday, is a practice that 
blots out the brightness of 
a future that you and I are 
capable of creating.  Those 
who seek to incarcerate 
others in the cellblock of 
silly grudges and baseless 
accusations only imprison 
themselves in a bitter and 
cynical jailhouse.  Life is 
too good for such nonsense!  

So, let’s not waste a chance 
to make like a little better.  
These new beginnings can 
be a “do-over” for us all!  
We all have yet another 
opening for a better tomor-
row!  Our neighborhood, 
City, State, Nation  --  in-
deed, the WHOLE WORLD!  
--  are awaiting that bet-
ter tomorrow that can and 
ought to be the work of our 
hands!  Let’s not disappoint 
them!

Until next time, that’s it 
for this time!

Mental Attitude: 

The Elderly and Face-

book. Elderly adults who 
learned to use Facebook 
on a daily basis scored 
25% better on tests mea-
suring their cognitive 
abilities than their peers 
who did not. - University 
of Arizona, February 
2013 

Health Alert: Baby 

Boomers Vs. Preced-

ing Generation! As 
each generation grows 
older, they believe they 
are healthier than the 
previous generation. 
However, the baby boom-
ers are unable to make 
this claim. Compared 
to the preceding genera-
tion at the same stage of 
their lives, fewer have 
“excellent” health (13% 
vs. 32%), more have high 
blood pressure (75% vs. 
35%), and more are obese 
(36% vs. 25%). - JAMA 
Internal Medicine, Febru-
ary 2013 

Diet: The Southern 

Weekly Health Update by David Kaseman, D.C. 

Diet and Stroke. People 
from the American South 
are 20% more likely to have 
a stroke than those from 
other parts of the country, 
and the Southern diet may 
be to blame. People who eat 
Southern style food high in 
fat, sugar, and salt at least 
6 times a week were at 41% 
higher risk for a stoke. Peo-
ple whose diets consisted of 
fruits, vegetables, and whole 
grains at least 5 times a week 
were 29% less likely to have 
a stroke. - American Stroke 
Association, February 2013 

Exercise: Tai Chi? Tai 
Chi may reduce falls among 
adult stroke survivors. Tai 
Chi is a martial art dating 
back to ancient China that 
includes physical move-
ments, mental concentra-
tion, and relaxed breathing. 
- American Stroke Associa-
tion, February 2013 

Chiropractic: Recom-

mended For Back Pain. 

The Royal College of Gen-
eral Practitoners’ 2009 rec-
ommendation for treating 

non-specifi c low back 
pain advises doctors to 
advocate exercise and 
manipulation (such as 
chiropractic care) before 
pharmacological (drug) 
therapies and more inva-
sive treatments (like sur-
gery). - National Institute 
for Health and Clinical 
Excellences, 2009 

Wellness/Preven-

tion: Sunshine and 

Rheumatoid Arthri-

tis. Routine exposure to 
the sun, especially ul-
traviolet B (UVB) rays, 
may decrease the risk 
of rheumatoid arthritis. 
Those with the most el-
evated rates of exposure 
were 21% less likely to 
develop rheumatoid ar-
thritis than who had less 
exposure.- Annals of the 
Rheumatic Diseases, Feb-
ruary 2013

David Kaseman, D.C. 
is locatd at 3505 East 
Tremont Avenue. For 
further information call 
(718) 597-6400.

BY JOANNE TIMMINS
Both Sides Now

The business of raising 
a child has always been 
complex, with today being 
even more so. We have soc-
cer moms, hockey dads, and 
all manner of enrichment 
activities that we put our 
children into, the better to 
prepare them for entry into 
the adult world. It’s always 
been the role of the  parent 
or surrogate parent to pass 
on the needed skills and 
capabilities for success  to 
the next generation.   Some 
well-meaning parents even 
take this to mean that they 
need to “teach their kid to 
drink”. 

The argument goes that 
since alcohol is everywhere, 
and since “all kids drink” at 
some point, it makes sense 
to teach kids how to handle 
alcohol by allowing them to 
experiment with it at home. 
Better to drink in the safety 
of one’s home or a friend’s 
home than in the park af-
ter dark or on a street cor-
ner somewhere.  Teenag-
ers are curious beings, and 
let’s face it, they’re going 
to drink. Besides, every 
generation did it and they 
turned out okay, right? Re-
ally, it’s not that big a deal.  
It’s a part of growing up. It’s 
a rite of passage. 

As with every argument, 
there is another side! We 
may agree or disagree, but 
there are some counterar-
guments that deserve to be 
heard. 

1. Drinking under the 
age of 21 is illegal.  Now 
most well-meaning parents 
don’ t  teach their kids to 
break the law just a little, 
or to pick and choose which 
laws they’ll follow and 
which ones they won’t. We 
don’t allow our kids to steal 
candy in the belief that this 
will somehow prevent them 
from stealing cars when 

they’re older. Most of the 
time we try to role- model 
the idea that rules and laws 
are for the good of all, un-
less there is an obvious in-
justice or bias embedded 
in them. The fact is that 
the 21-and-over law exists 
in all states of our country 
and there are legal con-
sequences for merchants, 
servers, teens and adults 
who break this law.

2. Why stop with alcohol?  
Alcohol is the teenager’s # 1 
drug of choice, closely fol-
lowed by marijuana and 
prescription pills. So if 
we’re going to teach our 
kids to handle alcohol, why 
not teach them to handle 
marijuana and pills as well?  
These substances are also 
readily available and pose a 
threat to young people, but 
most parents do not think 
we should be allowing kids 
to experiment with them.

3. Alcohol is a drug. Al-
cohol (beer, wine, liquor) is 
a sedative drug. It’s just not 
in the same class as choco-
late chip cookies, potato 
chips, or other potentially 
habit-forming but com-
paratively  harmless sub-
stances. This drug changes 
the way the body and the 
brain function, and as a re-
sult causes  sleepiness, nau-
sea and vomiting, blackouts 
(memory loss), alcohol poi-
soning (potentially fatal 
slow-down of breathing and 
heart rate),  loss of balance 
and coordination (result-
ing in falls, accidents), emo-
tional upheaval (resulting 
in depression, aggression), 
and poor reasoning and 
judgment ( resulting in be-

havior that the person nor-
mally would not engage in). 
The consequences to a teen 
under the infl uence of alco-
hol can be severe and even 
life-changing.

4. Alcohol has addictive 
potential.  When health ex-
perts speak of a drug with 
addictive potential, they 
mean that the drug can al-
ter pathways in the brain so 
as to create a physical need, 
as well as an emotional 
need, for the drug. Brain 
research that wasn’t avail-
able to earlier generations 
indicates that alcohol can 
create this alteration more 
easily and more quickly in 
an adolescent brain than in 
an adult one. Experts now 
believe that the earlier a 
youth experiments with 
alcohol, the more he/she 
increases his/her chances 
of developing a substance 
abuse problem later in life.  

5. Alcohol comes with 
a cost. On today’s college 
campuses, almost one in 
fi ve students meets the cri-
teria for a substance abuse 
problem. Almost 2,000 col-
lege students will die due 
to drinking.  Alcohol is our 
third leading cause of death 
in the US , and the eco-
nomic, social, health and 
family consequences of al-
coholism are large.

Clearly this is a drug 
that, while legal, needs to 
be handled with care by 
mature, responsible adults 
who understand that the 
costs of misuse may well 
be paid by many others be-
sides themselves. In view 
of what we know about al-
cohol, perhaps a more pru-
dent approach might be to 
“teach our teens to think, 
not drink.”  The risks are 
many, and they are real. 
Let’s learn about them to-
gether.
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Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)

EASY PAYMENT

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For existing non-

FOR
JUST

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 04/30/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ZOOM!
$399

EXPIRES 04/30/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

BY DR. WILLIAM WOLFSON
The billions of bacteria 

and other microscopic crit-
ters that live in the mouth 
unquestionably infl uence 
the health of teeth and gums. 
But do they also cause prob-
lems for the heart and blood 
vessels? And can improving 
oral health prevent cardio-
vascular problems?

The notion that problems 
in the mouth cause diseases 
elsewhere in the body makes 
sense but has been diffi cult 
to prove, explains the Har-
vard Heart Letter. Scientists 
are exploring several mech-
anisms that may connect 
the two processes. In people 
with periodontitis (erosion 
of tissue and bone that sup-
port the teeth), chewing and 
toothbrushing release bac-
teria into the bloodstream. 
Several species of bacteria 
that cause periodontitis have 
been found in the athero-
sclerotic plaque in arteries 
in the heart and elsewhere. 
This plaque can lead to heart 
attack.

Oral bacteria could also 
harm blood vessels or cause 
blood clots by releasing tox-
ins that resemble proteins 
found in artery walls or the 
bloodstream. The immune 
system’s response to these 
toxins could harm vessel 
walls or make blood clot 
more easily. It is also possi-
ble that infl ammation in the 
mouth revs up infl ammation 
throughout the body, includ-
ing in the arteries, where it 
can lead to heart attack and 
stroke.

If you have cardiovascu-
lar disease, what should you 
tell your dentist?

First, make sure you 
give your dentist a complete 
medical history and list of 
the names and dosages of all 
the drugs you are taking for 
your cardiovascular condi-
tion (as well as any other pre-
scription or nonprescription 
drugs you might be taking). 
This will help your dentist 
determine the best treat-
ment for you, including med-
ication selection for dental 
procedures.

Second, make sure to 
give your dentist the name 
and phone number of your 
doctor(s) in case your dentist 
needs to speak to him or her 
about your care.

Third, if you are particu-
larly nervous about under-
going a dental procedure 
because you believe your 
stress, worry and fears could 
make your cardiovascular 

condition worse, talk with 
your dentist. He or she can 
provide you with informa-
tion and work with you on 
strategies to control dental 
pain and ease your fears.

What cardiovascular dis-
eases require specifi c care?

Some people are at high 
risk of developing an infec-
tion of the inner lining of the 
heart (bacterial endocardi-
tis). These patients must take 
special care to practice good 
oral hygiene every day. Tra-
ditionally, many of these pa-
tients were advised to take 
antibiotics before having 
dental work; however, the 
American Heart Association 
revised their guidelines to 
state that only people who are 
at the highest risk of develop-
ing bacterial endocarditis 
will reasonably benefi t from 
taking preventive antibiotics 
before certain procedures.

Your doctor can tell you 
if you fall into the high-risk 
group. All patients sched-
uled for valve surgery need 
to have excellent oral hy-
giene and see a dentist before 
surgery because unhealthy 
teeth are one source of bacte-
ria that can cause endocardi-
tis.

It is best to wait a mini-
mum of six months after a 
heart attack before under-
going any extensive dental 
treatments. You do not need 
to wait to have a dental clean-
ing. Ask your dentist if oxy-
gen and nitroglycerin are 
available in case a medical 
emergency should arise dur-
ing your offi ce visit.

Be sure to tell your den-
tist if you are taking anti-
coagulants (blood-thinning 
drugs) such as warfarin 
(Coumadin). These medica-
tions could result in exces-
sive bleeding during some 
oral surgery procedures. 
Many patients with cardio-
vascular disease take an an-
tiplatelet medication called 
clopidogrel (Plavix), particu-
larly patients with drug-elut-
ing stents. Never stop taking 
Plavix without talking to 
your cardiologist.

Some antihypertensive 
medicines can cause dry 
mouth or alter your sense 
of taste. Calcium channel 
blockers, in particular, may 
cause the gum tissue to swell 
and overgrow, causing prob-
lems with chewing. If you do 
experience gum overgrowth, 
your dentist will give you de-
tailed oral hygiene instruc-
tions and might ask you to 
make more frequent den-

tal visits for cleanings. Al-
though rare, gum surgery is 
sometimes needed. A proce-
dure called a gingivectomy 
can be done to remove excess 
gum tissue. During this pro-
cedure, excessive gum tissue 
is removed with a scalpel, 
electrosurgery unit, laser or 
diamond dental burs.

Patients with angina who 

are treated with calcium 
cannel blockers might ex-
perience gum overgrowth. 
In some cases, gum surgery 
might be required (see de-
scription in the High Blood 
Pressure section, above). 
Like patients with a history 
of heart attack, patients with 
angina might want to make 
sure oxygen and nitroglyc-
erin are available in the den-
tist’s offi ce in case of a medi-
cal emergency. Although 
patients with stable angina 
can typically undergo many 
dental procedures, patients 
with accelerating or unstable 

angina should not undergo 
nonessential (elective) dental 
procedures. These patients 
should have their heart eval-
uated by their cardiologist 
before having such proce-
dures. Patients with unsta-
ble angina should have emer-
gency dental care performed 
in a hospital equipped with 
cardiac monitoring capabil-
ity.

Tell your dentist if you 
are taking anticoagulants 
(blood-thinning medica-
tions). These medications 
could cause excessive bleed-
ing during some oral surgery 

procedures. If your stroke 
has resulted in an inability to 
produce an adequate amount 
of saliva, your dentist might 
recommend the use of artifi -
cial saliva. If your stroke has 
affected your face, tongue 
or dominant hand and arm, 
your dentist might also rec-
ommend the use of fl uoride 
gels, modifi ed brushing 
or fl ossing techniques and 
strategies to help you main-
tain good oral hygiene.

Dr. Wolfson is director 
of  Morris Park Dental As-
sociates, 960 Morris Park 
Ave. Call 718-377-6453.
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914.965.2400
561 Central Park Ave.Yonkers, NY 10704
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL Mon-Thur: 9-8, Fri: 9-6,  

Sat: 9-5, Sun: Closed. 

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. Pymts incl. all incentives to dlr. All adv. pricing incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. Must take delivery from dealer’s stock by 4/02/13. *Total 
Payments/Purchase Opt. / Rebates: Camaro: $1000 comp. lease conquest/$1000 GM lease loyalty must qual. Malibu:$4644/$13,617: $1000 comp. lease conquest/$1000 GM lease loyalty must qual. Equinox: $6300/$16,326: $1000 comp. 
lease conquest/$1000 GM lease loyalty must qual. Traverse: $6804/$20,669: $2000 comp. lease conquest/$2000 GM lease loyalty must qual. Cruze: $3564/$11,266.05: $1000 comp. lease conquest/$1000 GM lease loyalty must qual. §All 
prices include all rebates; †Subj. to primary lender approval and required qualifications & terms; credit severity may alter rates, terms, down payment, see dealer for comp. details. Adv. leases are based on 10k per yr/25¢ over- age. All lease prices 
must be financed by dealer to qual. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear/maintenance. OnStar with turn-by-turn navi: based on a no charge 6 mos. subscription from GM. Photos are for illust. purposes only. Not resp. for typo errors. DMV#2600376. 

Camaro 2SS RS Conv.
$39,997 *

Buy
For

Stk#12399, 2dr, 8 cyl, automatic, power steer/ 
ABS/windows/locks/mirrors/A/C, AM/FM/CD, 
Onstar with turn-by-turn Navigation, tilt, cruise, 
rear spoiler, Bluetooth, rem keyless entry, 20" 
whls, MSRP $44,465. Incl. rebates§ 

O% APR 
FOR UP TO 

72 MOS.AVAILABLE
on select models w/approved credit †

5dr, 6cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/locks/ 
mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, remote keyless entry, 
tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, tilt, cruise. Stk#13207. MSRP 
$33,885. Due at signing: $2013 down+$595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

5dr, 4cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/locks/ 
mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, remote keyless entry, 
tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, tilt, cruise, fwd. Stk#13339. MSRP 
$26,765. Due at signing: $2013 down+$595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

New 2013 Chevy 

Traverse AWD LS
New 2013 Chevy 

Equinox AWD LS

Per Mo.  36 Month LeasePer Mo.  36 Month Lease

4dr, 4cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/locks/ 
mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, remote keyless entry, 
tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, fwd, tilt, cruise. Stk#13274. MSRP 
$19,095. Due at signing: $2013 down+$595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

New 2013 Chevy 

Cruze LS

Per Mo.  36 Month Lease

fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

36 Month

$99 *

fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

36 Month

$175 *
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

36 Month

$189 *

4dr, 4cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/locks/ 
mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, remote keyless entry, tilt, 
cruise, Bluetooth, FWD, tilt, cruise. Stk#13347. MSRP 
$23,080. Due at signing: $2013 down+ $595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

New 2013 Chevy 

Malibu LS

Per Mo.  36 Month Lease

fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

36 Month

$129 *

Chevy

For

New 2013 CNew 2013 Chevy New22013CN 2013Ch N 2013Ch




