
Mar. 22-28, 2013

m
ailing address goes here

Your Neighborhood — Your News® 75 cents 

Serving ThroggS neck, Pelham Bay, counTry cluB, ciTy iSland, WeSTcheSTer Square, morriS Park, Pelham ParkWay, caSTle hill

 A CNG Publication • Vol. 33 No. 12                                                                                                    www.bxtimes.com                                                                                                              

The  Bronx’s 
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Classifieds 
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community classifieds

To Advertise Call: 718-615-2520
Online: www.yournabe.com

TO PLACE YOUR AD
Call: 718-615-2520 Fax: 718-615-3829

Email: classified@courierlife.net
In Person: 1733 Sheepshead Bay Road

Bet.Voorhies Avenue & Shore Parkway, 
Brooklyn, NY 11235

WE’RE OPEN
Monday through Friday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm

DEADLINE
Every Tuesday at 3:00 pm for new ads,

renewals, changes, or cancellations.

Employment Pgs 26,29,31

•• Sales Help Wanted
•• Medical Help Wanted
•• General Help Wanted
•• And More

•• Professional, Commercial
And Residential Services

•• Attorneys
•• Home Improvement
•• Moving & Storage

•• Financing / Loans
•• Business For Sale
•• Misc. Business Opps
•• And More

•• Rentals
•• Properties For Sale
•• Open Houses
•• Commercial RE
•• And More

•• Career Training
•• Education Services
•• Tutoring
•• And More

•• Autos For Sale
•• Autos Wanted
•• And More

•• Beauty Care
•• Handymen
•• Home Improvement
•• And More

•• Garage / Yard Sales
•• Merchandise Wanted
•• Merchandise For Sale
•• And More

Here’s My Card Pg 30 Real Estate Pg 32 Services Pg 32 Automotive Pg 32

Business Opps Pg 31 Instruction Pgs 27-29,31 Merchandise Pg 31

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All employment advertised herein is subject to section
296 of the human rights law, which makes it illegal to
advertise any preference, limitation or discrimination
because of race, color, creed, national origin, disabili-
ty, marital status, sex, age, sexual orientation, or arrest
conviction record, or intention to make any such pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination. Title 29, U.S.
Code, Chap 630, excludes the Federal Gov’t from the
age discrimination provisions. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising for employment
which is in violation of the law. Our readers are
informed that employment offerings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis.

News Corp's CNG division,
The region's largest weekly       
newspaper group and
fastest growing local website, 

is seeking highly effective advertising sales 
people for its Brooklyn, Queens and Bronx 
locations. Major accounts and protected
territory positions available. Earn up to $100k 
in the first year. Salary + commission + health.
Outside sales experience, good 
communication skills and car required.

Email resume:
JenniferS@courierlife.net

Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
certification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
team player with positive attitude and excellent 

customer service and communication skills.
Salary based on experience. Health,  

401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

Home Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
HHA/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual

(Spanish/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
Medical Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)

Receptionist Position Available...Bilingual
IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT

Call for appt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065
Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

� EMPLOYMENT To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

Call 718-615-2520 To Advertise Here

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here

Pages 21-29

Free inside today 

16 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons

Pages 54-58

women | men | kids | home 
tjmaxx.com/grandopening

grand opening
Sunday March 24, 8am — Fordham Plaza

The  Bronx’s 
Number One
Sports

Pages 59-61

rusty
stable

auction
Continued on page 53

Judge orders tax lien sale of property

School in
future for

Pel. Grand
Photo by Silvio Pacifico

By Patrick rocchio 
and david cruz 

The owner of the struggling 
Pelham Bay Grand is reported in 
negotiations to sell the building to 
the city for new school space.

Councilman Jimmy Vacca 
said the School Construction Au-
thority is in talks with billionaire 
Moujan Vahdat’s East 110th Street 
Realty LLC to buy the former Pel-
ham Bay General Hospital at 1870 
Pelham Parkway South at St. Paul 

Continued on page 53

By kirsten sanchez 
and david cruz

There soon may be no more 
horsing around at the Pelham 
Parkway stables.

The rundown stables at 1680 
Pelham Parkway South are going 
up for public auction after owner 
MOL Realty Co. failed to pay 

nearly $20,000 in back taxes owed 
to the city for the several years. 

Bronx state Supreme Court 
Justice Stanley Green ruled the 
property is now up for grabs to the 
highest bidder.

Unless the current owner pays 
the back taxes, it’s likely that 

Traci McLean, a seventh grader at St. Raymond’s Elementary School, 
shows off her mosaic owl at the 3rd Annual Art Exhibit on March 10..

Art Exhibit At St. rAymond’S
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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BY DAVID CRUZ
The Bronx General Post 

Offi ce is a step closer to the 
history books.  

The massive Melrose 
landmark has been offi -
cially put on the market, 
days after offi cials with the 
United States Postal Ser-
vice closed the month-long 
comment period that began 
Feb. 6, considered by many 
to be a perfunctory move to 
comply with federal regula-
tions. 

But a formal appeal from 
city and federal lawmakers 
is underway, bent on block-
ing the sale of the iconic 
post offi ce. 

The Appeal

“We’re going to appeal, 
it’s a wrong decision,” ob-
jected John DeSio, spokes-
man for Bronx Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr., 
who received a March 14 
letter from USPS explain-
ing the sale.  

Notices were plastered 

onto the lobby doors of the 
GPO, explaining the pub-
lic has another 30 days to 
sound off on the decision, a 
second or perhaps fi rst for 
many given a barely publi-
cized public hearing where 
community input was vir-
tually missing.  

“Trying to fi gure out 
the logic of the post offi ce 
will drive you crazy,” said 
Chuck Zlatkin with the 
postal union, labeling the 
hearing as “secret.”  

“They do this tradition-
ally to sneak this through 
by doing the bare mini-
mum,” said Zlatkin.  “What 
would stop this was an out-
pouring of people.” 

Congressman Jose Ser-
rano was equally baffl ed 
by scant word of the public 
input forum, where only 
elected offi cials and postal 
unions spoke on the com-
munity’s behalf. 

In a letter written to 
Postmaster General Patrick 

Donahue, Serrano blasted 
postal offi cials for fast 
tracking a decision to put 
the building on the market 
even as there were little to 
no concrete plans in fi nding 

an alternative post offi ce 
for neighbors – “Other than 
a vague promise that there 
will be a new postal loca-
tion opened in the neigh-
borhood,” read Serrano’s 

letter.  
What’s at stake 

Much of the worry stems 
from the lack of a nearby 
post offi ce, particularly for 
the elderly who rely on the 

service for its retail end.
 But preservationists are 

concerned about the fate of 
13 Depression-era murals 
authored by Ben Shahn 
and partner Bernarda Bry-
son, unprotected from legal 
preservation.  

The latest sale is part of a 
years-long trend from USPS 
to fi x the troubled agency’s 
fi nances, which showed it 
was over $15 billion in the 
red last year.  

But Zlatkin considers 
the cry for poverty a “man-
ufactured crisis” crafted by 
federal policy that forces 
the agency to shift profi ts to 
its benefi t coffers for future 
employees.  He’s hoping 
electeds pressure the post 
offi ce to renege on the sale.  

Anyone looking to ap-
peal the decision must write 
to: United States Postal Ser-
vice, Vice President Facili-
ties, 2 Congress St, Room 8, 
Facilities Implementation, 
Milford MA 01757.  

Neighbors now have 30 days to object to sale of historic building 

The Bronx GPO could be a thing of the past after postal offi cials moved forward with a sale. Photo by David 
Cruz 

Bronx GPO offi cially on the market 
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We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY

Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm

Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave

Bronx, NY 10462

DELI HOTLINE
718-863-9580

3 FT. HEROS

CATERING
PLATTERS

HOT AND COLD

FOOD TRAYS

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY NEEDS

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$5499

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chopped

ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

www.giordanos-big-g.com

$4995

2 lb London Broil
2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Sandwich Steak
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

HERE’S THE BEEF

$10995

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Shoulder Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

ALL THIS FOR

CADILLAC PLAN

Design your own to fit your budget.

HAVE IT YOUR WAY

OUR MOST POPULAR MEAT PLANS

MAKE YOUR OWN FOOD PLAN

PLEASE ORDER
EARLY!!

CASSINELLI
RAVIOLI &

CAPPELLETI

ALPS
DRY

SAUSAGE

ASSORTED
IMPORTED
CHEESES

FRESH
MOZZERELLA

CHEESE

IMPORTED
CHOCOLATE

EGGS

PORK ROAST
FRENCH RACK OF LAMB PRIME RIB

PIZZA
HOMEMADE

RUSTICA
(MEAT PIE)

Your Neighborhood

– Your News
Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:

(718) 597-1116
General Fax: 
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

Sports E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3386

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) is 
published weekly by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc., a subsidiary of   News Community 
Newspaper Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 
2011. Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Subscriptions 
$8.00 per year. Postmaster, Send address 
changes to Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454. ISSN 
#8750-4499.

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd 
St., Bronx, NY 10454, or 
Bronxtimes@aol.com.

Birthday 

Dear Danielle Medici, 
happy Sweet 16.  May all 
your dreams come.  Love you 
lots, Grandma and Grandpa 
Medici.  

On Tuesday, April 23, 
Lena Trippardella will 

be celebrating her 103rd 
birthday.  Lena was born in 
Manhattan and moved to 
the Bronx in her early teens.  
Lena volunteered for St. Jo-
seph’s Nursing Home in Yon-
kers for 40+ years, 

Lena recently retired at 
the age of 102 and decided to 
live in the facility where she 
devoted so many wonderful 
years.  She’s an inspiration 
to many and we are blessed 
to have her.  We wish Lena a 
happy birthday and many 

more.  Love from your family 
who loves you so much!  

Benefi t

Friends of Kenny Ki-

jewski need your help.  
Kenny was recently diag-
nosed with a brain tumor 
and will have surgery on 
March 26th.  He may need 
further treatments and 
more surgeries in the future.  
Medical insurance does not 
cover all costs.  Friends are 
asking you to stop by for a 
fundraiser at McGee’s Tav-
ern at 3809 E. Tremont Ave. 
Sunday, March 24 at 3pm for 
food, drink, prizes and raf-
fl es.  Tickets are $10, though 
more donations are wel-
comed.  Contact Jenn Nuccio 
917-533-4707.  

Woman’s Suffrage 

Toby Liederman of City 
Island went to Washington 
D.C. to draw attention to 
women’s history as part of 
the New York delegation of 
the National Women’s His-

tory Project. She attended 
a commemorative march 
honoring women’s suffrage 
march that drew thousands 
of women to Capitol Hill on 
March 3rd, 1913. The march 
was organized Delta Sigma 
Theta, a black sorority that 
had 22 members at the origi-
nal 1913 march. DANIELLE MEDICI

LENA TRIPPARDELLA
For the eighth consecu-

tive year, a team from IBM 
visited Preston High School 
to inform the young women 
about opportunities avail-
able in engineering and 
to engage them in experi-
ments to give them a better 
understanding of the dif-
ferent roles engineers can 
play.

Students, who worked in 
teams, designed and built 
towers from uncooked spa-
ghetti and marshmallows.

 The experiment intro-
duced engineering concepts 

and challenged the girls in 
putting those concepts to 
use. The group that was 
able to build the highest 
tower, without it falling, re-
ceived a prize.  

The presentation was 
followed by a special Q & A 
session for select Preston 
High School students inter-
ested in science and tech-
nology fi elds.

 Students spoke one-on-
one with IBM engineers to 
further explore the possi-
bilities presented earlier in 
the day.  

Preston works with IBM

Students Maria Argyros and Alyssa Garcia tackle IBM project.
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Dedicated to providing the finest quality of care and promoting an optimal level of functioning for each resident 
in a homelike environment which encourages individuality and fosters dignity and comfort.

State of the Art Rehabilitation Suite 
with All Modern Equipment

Extensive Short Term Rehab/Long Term 
Skilled Nursing Care

Primary Care Physicians on Site/Wide 
Range of Consulting Physicians

Wound Care/IV Therapy/ Tracheostomy 
Care/Hospice Care

On staff Psychiatrists & Psychologists

Spanish Speaking Unit & Staff

Resident & Family Council

Religious & Spiritual Programs

Regular Trips, Live Entertainment

Computers with Internet Access – 
Wii Sports Program

Complete Hair Salon Services on premises

Family Transportation upon Request

718-379-8100, ext. 473/446
Fax: 718-379-4018

For more information or 
to schedule a tour of our newly 
renovated facility please contact 
our Admissions Department:

3 1 5 5  G r a c e  A v e n u e   B r o n x ,  N Y  1 0 4 6 9

W o r k m e n ’ s  C i r c l e  M u l t i C a r e  C e n t e r
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OUR SPECIAL IRA CDs WILL HAVE YOU SINGING IN THE RAIN!

Ask for details 
or call 1-877-417-6547 or visit ridgewoodbank.com

Bump-Up For A Better Rate!*

SUNBEAM® 
Durant 7-Piece Cutlery Set   

THERMOS®

54-Can Collapsible Cooler

DIGITECH® 
Mini Digital Camera

PROCTOR SILEX® 
Traditions™ Food Chopper    

LEAPFROG® 
Chat and Count Cell Phone

PICNIC TIME® 
Blanket Tote    

WHEN YOU MAKE AN IRA OR COVERDELL EDUCATION ACCOUNT 
DEPOSIT OF $2,000 OR MORE BY APRIL 15TH, YOU MAY EARN 
YOUR CHOICE OF 100 REWARD POINTS*** REDEEMABLE FOR 
EXCITING GIFTS OR AN AUTOMATIC IZOD® UMBRELLA.

* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are effective 
February 1, 2013 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial CD penalty and IRS penalty for premature withdrawals. Offer may be 
withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA accountholder. Check RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The Bank has the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. 
Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 15, 2013. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Umbrella is $2,000 and CD term must be at least one year.

Member FDIC

5 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.75%
 APY**

3 YEAR IRA BUMP-UP CD

1.35%
 APY**

ENJOY A SHORTER TERM! 
24 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.05%
 APY**

Minimum Deposit is $500 

New sparkle for historic subway station
BY DAVID CRUZ

History has made a come-
back at a northeast Bronx 
subway station.  

Community groups, and 
MTA brass cut the ceremo-
nial ribbon for the rehabili-
ated East 180th Street sub-
way station, where riders 
take the No. 2 and 5 subways 
daily.  

“This beautifully reno-
vated station is a tribute to 
the Bronx,” said MTA Act-
ing Chair Fernando Ferrer, 
the former Bronx Borough 
President who visited his 
old stomping ground for the 
Mar. 15 celebration.  

Ferrer remembered the 
building as a ramshackle 
structure where dim light-
ing along its fi rst-fl oor cor-
ridors made for a “relatively 
unsafe” visit.  

Joining Ferrer was cur-
rent BP Ruben Diaz Jr., re-
marking on the refreshed 
transit hub as one that’s 
sure to “be appreciated by 
the thousands of commuters 
who use this station.”

The MTA spent $66 mil-
lion over the past two years 

for a top-down restoration 
of the century-old landmark 
that sits at the nexus of three 
neighborhoods - Van Nest, 
West Farms and Morris 
Park.  

The building, akin to an 
old Italian villa, features a 
red terra cotta-styled roof, 
balconies and arches.  Inside, 
mosaic glass artworks by 
MTA artist Luisa Caldwell 
are embedded within the tile 

work. 
A new clock was also 

added to the restoration, re-
installed on a plaque decked 
with the head of Mercury, 
the Roman god of transpor-
tation.  

Contractor Citnalta do-
nated the clock after com-
pany head and history buff 
Mike Gargiulo was con-
vinced the building needed 
it.

“...[We] thought it com-
pleted the look,” said Gargi-
ulo.  “Making a great renova-
tion just a little bit nicer.” 

But exterior work wasn’t 
the only part of this restora-
tion.  Funds were also ear-
marked for rehabbing sub-
way platforms, canopies and 
track beds.  

A new pathway was also 
installed for wheelchair-
bound staphangers who use 
the station, which is also a 
transfer point for riders go-
ing to and from the local No. 
2 and the  No. 5 express. 

Decades ago, the building 
was originally owned by the 
New Haven Railroad, built 
to serve as a Grand Central 
Terminal for Bronxites.  But 
the company soon folded, 
and the city took over the 
building.  

The project came just as 
Van Nest and Morris Park 
neighbors celebrate the cen-
tury-plus anniversaries of 
their neighborhoods.  

“Consider this a present,” 
quipped Ferrer. 

Reach David Cruz at 718-
742-3383. East 180th Street subway station. Glass artwork by MTA artist Luisa Caldwell.
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Going smoke-free is the only way to 
protect your family and neighbors from the 
dangers of secondhand smoke at home. 
 

It’s easier than you think.
Contact the Bronx Smoke-Free Partnership 
today to learn more about how your building can 
go smoke-free.  

Visit: NYCSmokeFree.org/housing

FACT: Smoke-free Homes 
are Healthier and Safer.
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Evers Marina and Seaplane Base

Evers Marina and Seaplane Base

COUPON
$50 OFF SLIP

SLIP PRICES
(Per Foot)

$85 SUMMER
$55 WINTER

$135 YEARLY

RAMP PASSES
$20 PER DAY

$275 YEARLY PASS

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

SHOWIN’ THE MONEY
It looks like as if those finan-

cial filings with the city Campaign 
Finance Board for the hot race in 
the central Bronx’ 15th Council Dis-
trict could be changing the playing 
field.

One leading contender wound 
up at the bottom of the seven de-
clared and one undeclared chal-
lengers for bucks in the bag, while 
another posted an $8,000 contribu-
tion from himself to boost his brag-
gin’ rights.

That would be William “Wil-
lie” Rivera, who included the dona-
tion on a campaign filing showing 
him with $35,300 in his warchest as 
of March 15.

The top earner was Richie 
Torres, who reported $61,438 in 
campaign donations. The 24-year-
old candidate has the heavy back-
ing of Councilman Jimmy Vacca, 
for whom he’s worked - as a vol-
unteer, then staffer - since he was 
16.

Surprisingly, Albert Alvarez, 
who has the backing of local term-
limited Council Majority Leader Joel 
Rivera, came in at the bottom of the 
pack, showing only $18,163 raised.

Meanwhile, 86th Assembly 
District female leader Yudelka 
Tapia, who owes the CFB $47,774 
in penalties and $59,930 in unex-
plained expenditures from a previ-
ous race, is hopefully awaiting a fa-
vorable court ruling to clear up that 
little matter. She filed a fresh intake 
of $22,760 .

Other candidates and their 
campaign dough are: Joel Bauza, 
$28,036; Joel R. Rivera (no relation 
to the councilman), $19,975, and 
Cynthia Thompkins, $1,035. Un-
declared candidate Raquel Batista
filed $31,450 in campaign bux.

The importance of the filings 
is that depending on certain factors, 
candidates can reap 6-1 matching 
funds on a goodly amount of the 
money raised.

Willie Rivera boasted in a 
news release that his second place 
rank was “achieved without union 
support or explicit support from 
electeds.”

That obviously was to counter 
Torres’ endorsements from three 
heavyweight unions –  the New 
York Hotel Trades Council, the 
70,000-member 32BJ SEIU, and 
UFCW local 1500, which represents 

over 30,000 local supermarket 
workers and retail food workers.

Vacca, who wouldn’t turn 
down Torres support for Council 
Speaker should Torres win, also 
wrangled local Assemblymen Mike 
Benedetto and Mark Gjonaj to 
throw their support his way.

MAYORAL MOVES
First it was Council Speaker 

Christine Quinn, and Sunday, 
March 17 it was Comptroller John 
Liu’s turn to make the rounds of 
the boroughs to officially announce 
a mayoral run, hitting two coffee 
klatches in Riverdale among his 
stops.

And a mystery quote (bet 
savvy political folks can quess the 
source) on Quinn’s current polls 
showing her pulling 36 percent of 
the primary vote: “Think about a 
souffle....” 

COP VIDEO BRAWL
This cop wasn’t smiling for the 

camera - and neither was Ed Garcia 
Conde, who writes the Welcome 
2 Melrose blog, after a Sergeant 
Angel Delgado from the Operation 
Impact team in the 40th Precinct 
had the cuffs slapped on him after 
Conde started videotaping a con-

frontation with a volunteers outside 
the Bronx Documentary Center 
Thursday evening, March 14.

Conde’s video looks more 
like the cop was interfering with 
Conde than the other way around. 
It wound up with Conde hauled in to 
the stationhouse and slapped with 
two summonses, one for an open 
container (a broken beer bottle 
Conde claims was in a plastic bag 
and being thrown out), the other for 
attempting to create a dangerous 
situation (getting the sergeant’s 
bad profile?). Conde’s now working 
with his lawyer to file a complaint 
with the Civilian Complaint Review 
Board. 

KA-CHING!
The City’s law department is 

hiring nearly 30 new lawyers to fight 
back against a string of lawsuits 
filed against the police department 
- with the largest number of suits in 
the Bronx, according to a Reuters 
report.

Bronx juries traditionally love 
to give a payday to plaintiffs in civil 
suits involving cops, with the city 
usually pushing for a small settle-
ment rather than going to trial in the 
Boogie Down.

FUTURE LEADER?
Bronx Democratic Party 

leader Carl Heastie proudly posting 
pix on Facebook of three-year-old 
daughter Taylor seated at his desk 
in the state Assembly chamber in 
Albany. Wonder if she met “Uncle 
Shelly?”

COME ON DOWN
Bronx Beep Ruben Diaz Jr.

wants to see the East Bronx meet 
the rest of the Bronx - at Yankee 
Stadium.

His Second Annual “Borough 
President’s Cup” Tournament, co-
sponsored by his office, AT&T and 
the New York Yankees, drew a 
healthy turnout of other Bronx Little 
League teams, leading up to the 
championship game at the new Yan-
kee Stadium in September. But nary 
a team from the east Bronx joined in 
the tournament.

Last Wednesday, he and Ma-
rissa Shorenstein, president of 
AT&T New York, handed out equip-
ment grants to the participating 
teams, whose members must main-
tain a B-average in school, 90 per-
cent or greater school attendance 
and a demonstrated commitment to 
community service.

COP CORNER
•NYPD GREEN - It was 

corned beef and arroz con gand-
ules at Bronx Homicide Lt. Sean 
O’Toole’s famous annual St. Pat-
rick’s luncheon (with big help from 
Mrs. O’Toole) as squadies, bosses, 
retirees ( including former Homi-
cide Lt. Tony (The V) Vitaliano, 
now chairman of Morris Park Com-
munity Board 11) and other guests 
showed up Thursday, March 14 in 
the squadroom at Bronx Detective 
HQ in the old 41st Precinct “Fort 
Apache” stationhouse on Simpson 
Street. And of course, the traditional 
bagpiper.

•BELATED CONDOLENCES 
- To family of Lt. Steven Cioffi, 40, 
a lifelong resident of Throggs Neck, 
who died recently of cancer. All 
signs point to the sudden and rapid 
disease being a result of his having 
worked at Ground Zero after 9/11, 
so we hope there’s a finding to help 
his wife and two young children with 
benefits. 

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
March 16 - Rep. Joe Crowley
March 18 – Miss America 1984 
Vanessa Lynn Williams 
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Westchester Square Medical Center  
is now Montefiore Westchester Square

• 24/7 emergency care

• Ambulatory Surgery Center

• Your neighborhood access point to comprehensive care

Combining our deep commitment to the community with nationally renowned 
expertise, Montefiore provides care where you live and work.

Learn more about Montefiore Medical Center  
at: www.montefiore.org
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40th PCT.
WED, MARCH 6th, 1:35 

p.m. – 470 Jackson Ave. A school 
safety officer was taken to a Man-
hattan hospital after being injured 
by a student. The city employee 
was struck in the head by a stu-
dent who has a metal plate in their 
head. 

FRI, MARCH 8th, 3:45 p.m. 
– East 140 St. and Bruckner Blvd. 
Police took a 39 year old man into 
custody after he was found with a 
gun. Local undercover police offi-
cers nabbed the man who was in 
possession of a 9-mm pistol. The 
weapon was vouched pending the 
court appearance.

41st PCT.
WED, MARCH 6th, 1:05 

a.m. – 541 Coster St. A 41 year 
old Hispanic male was taken into 
custody after being found in pos-
session of a gun. Taken away from 
the man was a 40-caliber pistol. 
The handgun was vouched as evi-
dence for the pending trail.

WED, MARCH 6th, 8:50 
a.m. – 1030 Longfellow Ave. A 29 
year old Hispanic male was taken 
off of local street after being found 
in possession of a gun. Upon 
checking police found out that the 
man failed to obtain the proper li-
cense to own a gun in NYC. The 
man can be facing three years in 
jail pending the outcome of his 
court appearance. A 9-mm pistol 
was vouched as the evidence. 

42nd PCT.
TUES, MARCH 5th, 1:15 

p.m. – 1269 Hoe Ave. A search 
was conducted for a male who 
fired a gun. The gunman appar-
ently fired the weapon at another 
male, but missed the intended vic-
tim. Police officials at the scene 
requested the services of person-
nel from the Emergency Service 
Squad and a K-9 unit to assist with 
the search that resulted with po-
lice officers recovering a gun and 
arresting a suspect.

WED, MARCH 6th, 9:30 
a.m. – Police investigators are 
looking into reports of a sexual 
assault that occurred at a public 
school. It’s reported that a male 
teacher is accused of touching an 
8 year old girl and possibly several 
other students. Investigators from 
the Bronx Special Victim’s Squad 
are assisting with the inquiry.  

43rd PCT.
FRI, MARCH 8th, 5:00 a.m. 

– 1440 Story Ave. Authorities 
are looking for the persons who 
broke into the IS # 123 school. 
The break-in was discovered early 
in the morning. Officials indicated 
that the culprits made off with over 
one-hundred lap tops computers.

FRI, MARCH 8th, 9:15 a.m. - 
1025 Morrison Ave. Police officials 
received a tip that a student had 
brought a bomb to a neighborhood 
school. Police officers responded 
and conducted a search with the 
assistance of Emergency Service 
Squad officers. Authorities were 
unable to locate any suspicious 
devices. 

FRI, MARCH 8th, - Sound 
View area. Police investigators 
looking into two separate livery 
cab robberies that occurred within 
days of each other arrested a 54 
year old suspect. The armed cul-
prit during both incidents drove 
off with the victim’s vehicle. On 
Feb. 28th, it charged that the sus-
pect robbed the cab driver near 
Rosedale Ave. not only of the ve-
hicle, but also his money and a cell 
phone. Then on March 4th, the 
armed culprit struck again, but this 
time on Olmstead Ave. where he 
drove off again taking the vehicle, 
money, and cell phone. Arrested 
was Alan Marrero, a Bronx resi-
dent. 

44th PCT.
No major incidents reported.

45th PCT.
SUN, MARCH 3rd, 2:00 

p.m. – 272 Swinton Ave. Resourc-
es from the police department 
responded into the Throggs Neck 
community to gain control of an 
emotionally disturbed person. The 
officers were able to talk the per-
son who was barricaded into sur-
rendering voluntarily without any 
further problems. 

THURS, MARCH 7th, 5:45 
p.m. – Roberts Ave. and Bruckner 
Blvd. Police officers are looking for 
a Caucasian male who attacked a 
24 year old male. The young victim 
was stabbed in the right leg by an 
unknown attacker. Police investi-
gators were summoned to Jacobi 
Medical Center after the victim 
arrived there seeking medical as-
sistance for the stab wound. 

FRI, MARCH 8th, 4:15 p.m. 
– 725 Co-op City Blvd. A search 
was conducted for a black male 
about 40 years old. Apparently the 
unknown male had passed a note 
to teller at a local Capital 1 bank 
near Carver Loop. The black male 
was given seven-hundred dollars 
and fled the bank wearing a plastic 
bag over his clothing. Officials be-
lieve that the culprit fled in a blue 
sedan, possibly a Jaguar.  Police 
are still looking for the culprit. 

46th PCT.
MON, MARCH 4th, 2:00 

a.m. – 10 Richman Plaza. Authori-
ties are looking for a woman who 
robbed and assaulted a taxi driver.  
The female wearing a fur coat en-
tered the cab in the area of East 
145 St. in the South Bronx. The 
driver was apparently struck in the 
face by an unknown black female 
culprit who demanded the driver’s 
money. The woman fled with the 
victim’s money after he was as-
saulted. Local detectives are han-
dling the inquiry.

47th PCT.
MON, MARCH 4th, 10:10 

p.m. – Paulding Ave. and East 221 
St. A 23 year old black male was 
arrested by Bronx undercover po-
lice officer. The man was charged 
with illegal possession of a weap-
on. Taken away from the suspect 
and vouched as evidence was a 
380-caliber pistol. 

THURS, MARCH 7th, 6:15 
p.m. – 4324 Wickham Ave. Inves-
tigators are looking into a shoot-
ing that occurred during a home 
invasion. A 34 year old black male 
was found suffering from a bullet 
wound to the shoulder area. As 
the victim was being transported 
to Jacobi Medical Center, police 
officers were busy trying to gather 
evidence and information about 
the incident. Officials indicated 
that there were looking for three 
males who had been wearing ski 
masks.

48th PCT.
MON, MARCH 4th, 3:00 

a.m. - 4419 Third Ave. A search is 
underway for a male who walked 
into an officer building early in 
the morning. Authorities were in-
formed that a lap top computer 
was missing from a third floor of-
fice. The inquiry is underway as of-
ficials look for a black male, about 
5 foot 5 inches high.  

WED, MARCH 6th, 4:45 a.m. 
– Hughes Ave. and East 181 St. 
Authorities are looking for the cul-
prit who robbed a livery cab driver. 
The thief at knifepoint robbed the 
driver of forty-dollars after the 
driver transported the passenger 
to the destination. Once there, 
the male passenger slashed the 
driver’s hand. The injured man was 
provided with medical care at St. 
Barnabas Hospital.

THURS, MARCH 7th, 1:25 
a.m. – 1924 Webster Ave. An in-
quiry was launched after officials 
learned that a 45 year old man had 
been stabbed. Detectives from the 
Night Watch team were requested 
after officials learned that a black 
male was transported to St. Barna-
bas Hospital suffering from a stab 
wound to the neck area.

THURS, MARCH 7th, 3:00 
p.m. – Southern Blvd. and East 
179 St. A 33 year old Hispanic 
male ended up getting into trouble 
for displaying a special agents 
badge. The male also displayed a 
parking permit. The incident is un-
der review by officials. 

FRI, MARCH 8th, 9:25 a.m. 
– 1794 Clinton Ave. An inquiry 
was lunched after the body of a 
Hispanic woman was discovered. 
The victim, believed to be in her 
twenties, was found lying on a 
bed. Near-by authorities found 

pills. Officials are hoping that the 
Medical Examiner will be able to 
provide them with additional infor-
mation.

49th PCT.
WED, MARCH 6th, 10:15 

p.m. – 1730 Taylor Ave. Police of-
ficers responding on a domestic 
dispute ended up making an ar-
rest in the Morris Park community. 
Police officers at the scene were 
granted permission to conduct 
a search of the basement apart-
ment. To their surprise the officers 
recovered an ‘AK-47’ automatic 
weapon which lead to an arrest. 

FRI, MARCH 8th, 7:00 p.m. – 
665 Arnow Ave. Another teenager 
was arrested by police after being 
found with a gun. Taken away from 
an 18 year old black male was a 
38-caliber revolver. The handgun 
was vouched as evidence.

FRI, MARCH 8th, 7:35 a.m. 
– 744 Allerton Ave. Officials were 
notified that a store had been 
robbed by an armed male. The 
unidentified black male appeared 
at a neighborhood shoe store with 
a knife in hand. The man fled with 
sixty-dollars.  Additional police of-
ficers were deployed into the area 
to help search for the culprit.

50th PCT.
TUES, MARCH 5th, 1:00 

p.m. – 3410 Kingsbridge Ave. Au-
thorities are looking into the death 
of a middle aged man. The body of 
a 36 year old Caucasian male was 
discovered. Police officers who 
were called to the scene started 
the inquiry. Detectives are waiting 
for the results of the Medical Ex-
aminer’s autopsy to determine if 
there is any criminality connected 
to the death. 

THURS, MARCH 7th, 8:30 
a.m. – 5210 Broadway. An inquiry 
was started after the body of a 
man was discovered inside a NYC 
Housing Authority building. The 
body of a 60 year old Hispanic 
male was found in the stairwell 
on the 15th floor. The death was 
deemed non-suspicious authori-
ties indicated. 

52nd PCT. 
SUN, MARCH 3rd, 4:45 

a.m. – Davidson Ave. and West 
Fordham Rd. Authorities are look-
ing into an incident where two 
males had been stabbed. The two 
victims apparently passed com-
ments to a person passing-by that 
lead to the attack outside a build-
ing where there was a party in 
progress. The injured males were 
transported to St. Barnabas Hos-
pital and reported to be in stable 
condition.

TUES, MARCH 5th, 7:05 

p.m. – Davidson Ave. and Evelyn 
Pl. Local sleuths are looking into 
a shooting that sent a teenager 
to St. Barnabas Hospital. The 19 
year old black victim was suffering 
from bullet wounds to both legs 
upon arrival at St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal. Additional police officers were 
dispatched into the area.

HOUSING
TUES, MARCH 5th, 4:10 

p.m. – 2819 Schley Ave. A male 
was taken into custody after hold-
ing two hostages during a stand-
off in the Throggs Neck com-
munity. The man was apparently 
holding his wife and a child against 
their will. Police officers from the 
Emergency Service Squad were 
requested to respond. Additional 
officers responded to assist Truck 
3 personal besides Hostage Ne-
gotiators and the highly skilled of-
ficers of the Technical Assistance 
Response Unit. Once in custody 
the male culprit was arrested and 
will be facing criminal charges. 

TUES, MARCH 5th, 12:30 
p.m. – 1881 Schieffelin Pl. Police 
officers from Housing’s PSA # 8 
are looking for the person who 
damaged a vehicle at the Eden-
wald Residential community. Of-
ficials indicated that the vehicle 
belongs to an employee of the 
agency.  Detectives from the 47th 
Pct. Squad have been assigned to 
the investigation. 

WED, MARCH 6th, 1:25 
p.m. – 737 Melrose Ave. Authori-
ties indicated that a black male 
turned himself into police officers 
at Housing’s PSA # 7. The 45 year 
male was wanted in connect with 
a sexually assault on a four year 
old girl that occurred earlier this 
month.  

THURS, MARCH 7th, 5:00 
p.m. – Lafayette Ave. and Leland 
Ave. Police officers from Hous-
ing’s PSA # 8 arrested a young 
teenager. A 15 year old black male 
was taken into custody after be-
ing found in possession of a 32-
caliber handgun. The weapon was 
vouched as evidence.   

FIRE LOG
MON, MARCH 4th, 8:15 a.m. 

– 1511 Adee Ave. Engine 38 upon 
arriving at a fire in a two-story va-
cant building near Eastchester Rd 
requested additional assistance. 
The alarm level increased ensur-
ing the response of four engine 
companies, three ladder compa-
nies, a squad company, a rescue 
company, besides three chiefs. 
Ladders crews started to conduct 
their searches of the structure 
checking for any person who still 
might be inside and also for the 
spread of the fire. Meanwhile en-
gine crews teamed up to stretch 
the first hose line and to get water 
onto the flames. Battalion 15 indi-
cated that all the fire companies at 
the scene were being put to work. 
Within minutes the fire was start-
ing to darken down as the flames 
were being extinguished.  

TUES, MARCH 5th, 4:35 
a.m. – 2090 Valentine Ave. The 
original call indicated that there 
was a fire on the first floor spread-
ing to the second and third floors 

of a dwelling. Upon arrival fire-
men found a fire in the kitchen 
in the rear of the first floor.  The 
blaze had extended into the walls 
and was traveling to the upper 
floors. At 4:52 a.m., Division 7 
ordered the transmission of a 
second alarm which increased the 
response of units to the fire. Ad-
ditional hose lines were deployed 
within the structure before the fire 
was brought under control.

TUES, MARCH 5th, 6:00 
a.m. – 3230 Cruger Ave. Firefight-
er arriving at a six-story apartment 
house near Burke Ave. found a 
working fire on the 4th floor. Lad-
der crews started their procedures 
which resulted with them finding 
a person who was in need of as-
sistance. Engine crews stretched 
a hose line which was able to 
contain the spreading flames. By 
6:15 a.m. it was reported that the 
main body of fire had been darken 
down and that no additional help 
was needed. 

TUES, MARCH 5th. 12:15 
p.m. – 3039 Wilson Ave. Fire 
units were dispatched to a re-
ported structural fire near Adee 
Ave. Upon arrival firefighters indi-
cated that they were faced with a 
working fire in a private home. The 
original calls indicated that the 
fire was in the basement spread-
ing to the first floor. Battalion 15 
requested an additional engine 
company and ladder company 
to respond to the four story high 
structure since there were win-
dow bars around the basement 
area of the entire building. The 
chief confirmed that they were 
faced with a basement blaze and 
a hose line was being stretched. 
Once the water was flowing, the 
main body of fire started to disap-
pear. Ladder crews started to con-
duct their searches. Once the fire 
was totally extinguished and the 
searches completed, the incident 
was declared under control.

TUES, MARCH 5th, 11:50 
p.m. – 1571 Undercliff Ave. A fire 
was reported in the West Bronx, 
off of West 174 St. Firefighters 
confirmed that they had a fire on 
the 5th floor of the six-story high 
apartment house. The crews from 
Engines 43, 42, 68 and 92 were 
assisted by Ladders 59, 49, and 
Tower Ladder 44 personnel. Res-
cue 3 and Squad 41 responded to 
assist. These units were able to 
contain the fire saving other apart-
ments from being damaged.

FRI, MARCH 8th, 6:56 a.m. 
– 2280 Grand Ave. Smoke-eaters 
were needed in a six-story apart-
ment house just north of West 
183 St. Battalion 19 commanded 
Engine 75, 43, 48, and 42 crews 
who will be assigned with the task 
of getting water onto the fire while 
personnel from Tower Ladder 33, 
with ladder 59 will perform search 
and rescue assignments. The crew 
from “33” worked on the floor 
where the fire is located and “59” 
crew will proceed to the above 
floor. Battalion 19 requested ad-
ditional assistance and Ladders 
56 and 38 along with Engine 88 
responded to assist. 
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Students from pre-kindergarten through twelfth grade are now taking classes 
aligned to the Common Core Learning Standards. You may have noticed that 

your child’s course work and assignments are more challenging. This spring, for 
the first time, State English language arts and math tests for students in grades 
three to eight will reflect the new standards. These tests may be harder than 
exams students have taken in the past. Speak with your child over the next few 
weeks about the Common Core and changes in his or her classroom. Here are 
some things to think about before you talk with your child:

What should I say to my child about the new standards? 
�� Begin by asking your child about what he or she is doing in school. What 
subjects or assignments are most interesting? Which ones seem harder this year? 
What feels different from the work she has done in the past? 
�� Let your child know that all students in New York City are being challenged this 
year to complete more difficult work in class. The work is getting harder because it 
is intended to prepare students to be successful in college and careers. 
�� Let your child know that when he faces school work that seems really hard, it is 
important to keep trying and not give up. Reassure him that it is okay to struggle 
and that you believe he can rise to this challenge. By continuing to work hard, he 
will be prepared to do this more difficult work and be successful in life. 
�� If your child is still learning English, tell her that her teachers will support her to 
learn English as well as the content so that she is ready for the new tests. 

How can I help my child do his or her best on test day? 
�� Acknowledge that taking tests makes a lot of students feel anxious. Ask your 
child how he feels about taking the tests and listen to his concerns. 
�� Make sure your child has a healthy dinner and a good night’s sleep the night 
before the test and a nutritious breakfast that morning. 
�� If your child has an Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) that includes testing 
accommodations, reassure your child that the accommodations will be in place to 
help her succeed. 
�� Tell your child that if he feels nervous during the test, he should remember that 
you believe in him and that you know he can take on this challenge.
 
What should I say to my child after the tests? 
�� Ask your child how she thought the tests went. Ask which types of questions 
were easy, which were difficult, and why. Use questions like, “What did you learn?” 
“What surprised you?” “Was any of it tricky to read?” 
�� Share what you learn through this conversation with your child’s teachers. Ask 
how you can continue to help your child at home. 
�� Remind your child that the tests are meant to help his teachers support his 
learning, and that you will also support him. 
�� If the test results, combined with your child’s class work, demonstrate that your 
child needs extra help, reassure your child that you will work with her school to 
come up with a plan to get her the support she needs to be successful. 

For more information, search NYC.gov for Common Core Parent Resources.

NYC Parent Academy Workshops
The NYC Parent Academy 
is dedicated to strengthen-
ing parent involvement to 
support student achieve-

ment in the City’s 1,700 schools.

Attend one of the NYC Parent Academy’s upcoming
borough-wide workshops:
Breakfast is served at 8:30 a.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
P.S.156/I.S.392 Waverly School of the Arts
104 Sutter Avenue, Brooklyn

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Young Women’s Leadership School
150-91 87th Road, Queens

MONDAY, MAY 13, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Museum of Natural History
200 Central Park West, Manhattan
 
For more information, visit nycparentacademy.org.

NYC Public 
Schools 

Calendar:
March - April

Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info.nycschoolsnycschools

Message and data rates may 
apply. Reply STOP to opt-out. 
Terms and Privacy: 
help.mcommons.com/877877. 
We’ll text approximately 4 times 
per month.

Preparing students for      
  college and careers

MON., MAR. 25- 
TUES., APR. 2
Spring Recess

Schools Closed

WED., APR. 10

No classes for pre- 
kindergarten stu-

dents

Parents and guardians 
of English Language 
Learners (ELLs) and 
former ELLs in New York 
City public schools are 
invited to this year’s 10th 
annual citywide parent 
conference, Creating 
Pathways to College: 
Dream, Believe, Succeed!

The conference takes 
place Wednesday, May 
15, 2013, from 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at the 
Jacob K. Javits Center in 
Manhattan (11th Avenue 
between West 34 and 38 
Streets).

For the registration flyer 

in English and nine other 
languages, search  
NYC.gov for OELL 
Parent Conference.

For more information, 
see your school’s parent 
coordinator, or call 311.

Citywide ELL Parent Conference: 
Dream, Believe, Succeed!
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Closing of WSMC

We are not a tarmac

Dear editor,

  The closing of Westchester Square Medi-
cal Center has had a signifi cant impact on our 
community.

 Change is always diffi cult, and the uncer-
tainty surrounding patient care services, and  
job opportunities for the  displaced  employees, 
was of concern to many of us in the community, 
myself included. 

In addressing these concerns I just want to 
be sure that I did not send  the wrong message, 
because I  want to be very clear that I have the 
utmost respect for Montefi ore Medical Center.

 It is a wonderful organization, that is a ma-
jor teaching facility, and provides high quality 
patient care services. 

I look forward to future collaborations  with  
Montefi ore Medical Center in addressing the 
health needs of our community.

Deborah Hunt, RN

Assistant Professor of Nursing, 

The College of New Rochelle

Dear editor,

     The steady blast of jets fl ying in an endless 
tandem over our heads more than ever before 
should be completely unacceptable to all of us 
who live here.  From 6 am to 11 pm and later, one 
is compelled to have this roar over them.  This 
has dramatically worsened in recent years.    

     After 9/11 jets to and from LaGuardia air-
port were directed away from Manhattan, with 
much of the air traffi c going over the Bronx.

Planes which once fl ew straight west, now 
fl y north fi rst, and then make a gradual left turn 
toward Jersey and the west.  One can see this 
clearly over the Botanical Garden which is rid-
dled with these fl ights. 

 To make matters worse, the airlines, as part 
of their attempt to save on fuel costs, began hav-
ing pilots lower their fl aps to give a more gradual 
climb to the planes, effectively resulting in ex-
tended takeoffs over our area.

   Formerly, planes climbed faster at a steeper 
angle, out over the water and on just entering the 
Bronx, so they would be reasonably high above 
us, but this evidently takes more fuel.  They land 
in a similar, extended low altitude manner. 

  I watched massive jets gliding in over my 
neighborhood, Pelham Parkway/Morris Park 
the other day such that I could see every mechan-
ical detail and read the lettering clearly.

   Besides the increase in horrifi c noise and air 
pollution, with literally hundreds of fl ights just 
over one segment of the Bronx, sooner or later 
there will be a disaster. 

    Having so many fl ights over our area ad-
versely affects our environment, comfort and 
peace and puts us at much greater risk of a dis-
aser.

  A single jet coming down can easily take out 
an entire block.

 I fi nd this situation intolerable and unaccept-
able and urge my community and the people of 
the Bronx to start making an issue over this with 
our elected offi cials.  

George Zulch

Childhood obesity
Dear editor,

The growing epidemic of childhood obesity 
is a national public health concern as well as a 
major threat to the wellbeing of the youths of 
New York State. 

 According to a 2011 CDC study, obesity has 
reached epidemic proportions in New York 
State.  Currently, one-third of New York State 
children are obese or overweight, which puts a 
heavy economic burden on our health care sys-
tem and costs New York state residents more 
than $7.6 billion annually to treat related ill-
nesses and conditions.  

Obesity is a major risk factor for many se-
rious health conditions, including Type 2 
diabetes, asthma, high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, and certain cancers.  As a nurse 
practitioner with 14 years of experience work-
ing in the Fast track of the emergency depart-
ment (ED) at a major teaching hospital in the 
Bronx, I treat a large population of childhood 
obesity and the related conditions these chil-
dren endure.  

JM, a 10-year-old African American male, 
5’2” and 230 pounds, has had multiple ED vis-
its and missed school days over the past year 
for complications related to obesity.  He states 
that his school has no physical education (PE) 

Letters to the editor are welcome from 
all readers. They should be addressed care 
of this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail 
to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, 
including those submitted via e-mail, 
MUST be signed and with a verifiable ad-
dress and telephone number included. Note 
that the  address and telephone number  
will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld upon request. No 
unsigned letters can be accepted for publi-
cation. The editor reserves the right to edit 
all submissions.

Let us hear
from you

programs.  He lives in the housing projects in 
the south Bronx and fears being bullied if he 
goes outside to play, so he watches television 
and plays video games when he is home from 
school.

  JM’s scenario is not atypical.  It leaves us 
to think, how we can expect to combat child-
hood obesity when children are fearful of be-
ing stigmatized, and the school system does 
not provide any form of physical education for 
them.  

According to the Bronx borough president’s 
offi ce, Bronx students aren’t getting enough ex-
ercise during school hours because the city’s 
Department of Education (DOE) is failing to 
provide them with access to proper facilities 
and programs.

  The lack of physical education facilities 
and programs is compounding the borough’s 
obesity problem, which is the worst in New 
York City. 

 A report from the DOE shows that nearly 
one out of every four elementary school child 
in the Bronx is obese, meaning they are ex-
tremely overweight and Bronx residents suffer 
from the highest rates of diabetes of any bor-
ough in the city due to obesity.  New York State 
requires 2 hours of PE classes each week, but 
a recent audit found only 6% of schools in New 
York City came anywhere close to offering the 
required amount.  

Parents, educators, school board offi cials, 
local and state legislators have a responsibil-
ity to work together proactively as effective 
advocates for physical education in our schools 
and exert pressure on Congress to support pro-
grams such as the Carol M. White Physical Ed-
ucation Program, which gives PE grants to lo-
cal school districts.  Funding from these types 
of programs would help support PE programs 
in our schools such as the Bronx. 

We must also urge the DOE to help allevi-
ate childhood obesity by providing PE in all 
Bronx schools.  Children such as JM deserve 
the opportunity to become health literate, and 
understand the benefi ts of a physically active 
lifestyle. 

 If we do not act, childhood obesity rates 
could spiral out of control, and related costs 
could bankrupt NY State.  

Lyn Boreland

The Pelham Bay Red Hat Divas are busy coordinating their “I Love New York” Card 
Party.  It will be held on Friday evening, April 26th at the Knights of Columbus Hall on Am-
pere Avenue.  

Complete dinner, beer, wine and soda will be arranged by International Catering.  
Tickets: $35 per person, reserved seating.  
All proceed are for pancreatic cancer in memory of John Tognino Jr., only child of John 

and Donna who passed away at the age of 43 on April 13, 2011.  
Anyone can donate a gift or monetary donation, which will be used to purchase gifts for 

our raffl es.  
A check in memory of a loved one can be made to pancreatic cancer fund.  Many thanks 

to committee volunteers: Mickey and Roseann Masell, Patty Marsibilio, Mana Dallacqua, 
and Carole Miccarelli.  

Call: Fran Arico at 718-828-5073 or Elaine Robinson 718-542-2681. 

PB Red Hat Divas “I Love NY” card party
fundraiser in memory of John Tognino, Jr.
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

BUSINESS OWNERS, GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

BUSINESS OWNERS
join the thousands of 

New Yorkers who 
have reduced their 
energy use, gotten 

millions of dollars in 
incentives, and helped 

the environment.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
I MADE

A WAY OF LIFE
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
City Island businesses 

inside a warehouse and of-
fi ce facility are picking up 
this week after a major two-
alarm blaze tore through 
the building.

It could have been worse 
but for a lucky turn of 
events, fi re offi cials said.

The fi re, whose cause 
was still under investiga-
tion at press time, was spot-
ted by fi refi ghters from local 
Engine 70/Ladder 53 who 
were performing inspection 
work near the Fordham 
Street building on Thurs-
day, March 14, said FDNY 
spokesman Jim Long. 

The fi refi ghters spot-
ted smoke coming from the 
building about 1:30 p.m, said 
Long, with a second alarm 
being declared within 20 
minutes. 

The fi re spread through 
part of the second fl oor of 
the building at 225 Fordham 
Street before fi refi ghters 
were able to contain it.

All told, 15 units and 

125 fi refi ghters responded 
“from across the city,” to 
fi ght the fi re, said Battalion 
Chief Keith Cartica.

One fi refi ghter suffered 
minor injuries, said Car-
tica.

“There was no 911 call,” 
Cartica said at the scene. 
“One of our fi re department 
units was actually doing 
a building inspection and 
came upon it. If we had to 
wait for John Q. Public to 
call us, this fi re would have 
been more involved.”

Long said the fi re spread 
rapidly because of combus-
tible materials inside.

The fi re was focused 
largely in an environmen-
tal lab, with a sign outside 
identifying it as QC Labo-
ratories, offi cials said. Is-
land Nautical Canvas, a sail 
maker occupies another 
side of the building, but was 
not damaged, said a person 
answering the phone there. 

Ladder 53 has been re-
peatedly been named as or 
presumed to be one of 20 fi re 

companies the mayor has 
called for cutting in prelim-
inary budget negotiations 
over the past fi ve years - as 
it might be again in this 
year’s budget talks to ham-
mer out a fi nal budget by 
June 30. 

Fordham Street resident 
Roberto Soto said that over 

4,000 taxpayers and resi-
dents on the island deserve 
to have a ladder company 
on their geographically iso-
lated community.

“The reason why it is 
here is that it is needed,” 
said Soto. “Thank god we 
have Ladder 53 that can re-
spond right away.”

Local fi refi ghters on inspection fi rst to spot two-alarm blaze

Firefi ghters battle the two-alarm blaze at 225 Fordham Street on 
City Island on Thursday, March 14. Local fi refi ghters came across 
the fi re while performing building inspection duties nearby.  KBH 
Pictures 

Black smoke rises over Fordham Street on March 14.  KBH Pictures 

Fire engulfs City Island building
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CANCER
RESEARCH

PANCREATIC 

SM

THE LUSTGARTEN FOUNDATION'S 
PANCREATIC 
CANCER 
RESEARCH 
WALK

Cablevision’s support of The Lustgarten 

Foundation means that 100% of every 

dollar raised goes directly to pancreatic 

cancer research.

Sign up now at                          or call 1-866-789-1000
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AMERICAN
TURNERS

NEW YORK, INC.

Inquiries For Membership May Be Obtained In Our Office
AMERICAN TURNERS NEW YORK 

748 Clarence Avenue • Bronx NY, 10465
Phone: 718-829-4200 • Fax: 718-829-3991

(WEBSITE: ATNYBX.NET)

A Family Sports, Fitness and Leisure Complex

NEW MEMBERS ONLY
25% OFF ON 2013

MEMBERSHIP DUES
ALL OTHER FEES  WILL APPLY

• Open Year Round
• Children’s Gymnastic Program Ages 1 1/2 - 12 
• Fully-Equipped Nautilus and Weight Room
• Adult Evening Aerobics, Kickboxing and ZUMBA Classes
• Volleyball and Basketball
• Two Outdoor Pools (Olympic Size and Kiddie Pool)
• Pool & Billiards Room
• Social Events Throughout the Year
• Beautiful Restaurant and Bar Overlooking the Water

Enjoy Our Outdoor Activities
• Beach Parties, July 4th and Labor Day Fun for Everyone
• Water Aerobics, Swimming Lessons for Children
• Sun and Fun in our Safe Beach Area

JOIN US!!

Pope Francis gives thumb-up to faithful as he arrives for his inau-
guration Mass in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican, Tuesday, March 
19.  AP Photo/Angelo Carconi 

Borough welcomes Pope Francis
BY DAVID CRUZ

Mary Jane Helmrich, 
principal of St. Francis of 
Assisi School received a 
text about it.  Fordham Uni-
versity Theology Professor 
Father Joseph Lienhard 
witnessed it on television 
with two of his priest pals. 

These two Bronx Catho-
lics were just some of the 
millions who heard the 
news that circled the globe 

-- a new pope had been 
elected. 

Pope Francis, formerly 
Archbishop Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio of Argentina, 
was elected pontiff to lead 
the Catholic Church, in tur-
moil given its shrinking fol-
lowers and the smear of the 
sex-abuse scandal rocking 
the institution.

His ascension to the pa-

pal throne was certainly 
a Catholic curveball, said 
Father Joseph, surprised to 
see the College of Cardinals 
elect a Spanish-speaking 
Jesuit from Argentina as 
Pope.  

Equally surprising was 
the adoption of the name 
Francis, a nod to St. Fran-
cis of Assisi, a 12th cen-
tury saint who gave up his 

wealth at a young age to 
help the poor.  

But picking the name 
seemed to make sense for 
Lienhard, given Pope Fran-
cis’ own “history in Argen-
tina and concern for the 
poor.”  

“Pope Francis has a lot 
more interaction with the 
people,” said Fr. Joseph.  
“Anyone who wants to ride 
a bus to work and lets peo-

ple call him Father Jorge is 
eager to have contact with 
working class people.” 

Helmrich of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi School agreed.  
“Our pope is going to be 
the people’s pope,” she said, 
happy her school has brag-
ging rights over the name.

Fordham University, a 
Jesuit school, shared in the 
bragging rights, thrilled to 
see the new pope was an Je-
suit archbishop.  

“We have a Jesuit Pope,” 
said Fordham President Jo-
seph McShane.  “One whose 
work with and concern for 
the poor and disenfran-
chised is of a piece with 
Fordham’s mission and ide-
als.”   

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr., extended his 

well-wishes for Bronx Cath-
olics.  

“The Catholic Church 
plays an important role in 
the social and civic fabric of 
the Bronx,” said Diaz, prais-
ing the Catholic community 
“on this history-making de-
cision.”  

For now, Fr. Joseph 
thinks Pope Francis will 
change the direction of the 
Catholic Church with less 
focus on doctrine and more 
outreach, namely such hot-
button issues as  gay mar-
riage and abortion. 

“Abortion, in his mind, 
is a violation of Divine 
Law,” said Fr. Joseph.  “And 
you can’t re-write the Ten 
Commandments –- thou 
shalt not kill.”

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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BY DAVID CRUZ
When Geri and John 

Sciortino opened Bronx 
Design Group in 1991, the 
married business pair 
made it known they were 
proud to be in the Bronx.

Little did they realize 
they’d someday become 
part of a statistic about a 
booming Bronx.  

They illustrated their 
borough pride by inten-
tionally adding “Bronx” 
to their mom and pop ven-
ture, a symbolic stamp of 
approval to a once-blighted 
borough.  

“We were making a 
statement that we were 
proud to be here and be 
part of the resurrection,” 
recalled Geri, president 
of the thriving print shop, 
with clients that include 
the borough president’s 
offi ce, Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce and even out-of-
towners. 

“When we started it 

was just the two of us, now 
it’s seven” said John, sit-
ting as vice president of 
the small business fi rm 
where daughter Danielle, a 
company offi cer, works on 
putting BDG on the digital 
map.  

Their family-owned 
business, having survived 
a recession, helped con-
tribute to a 300% spike in 
established business ven-
tures over the past twenty 
years, the fastest rise com-
pared to other boroughs.  

“The Bronx is on a roll,” 
said Jonathan Knowles, 
executive director for the 
Center for an Urban Fu-
ture, a nonprofi t thinktank 
that commissioned the re-
port.  

Overall, the borough 
saw 1,159 incorporation fi l-
ings in 1991 to 4,690 in 2011, 
according to the report.  

It’s not specifi ed, how-
ever, whether these com-
panies are small or large 

businesses nor whether 
they actually succeeded 
after their fi rst year, con-

sidered a harbinger for 
any business looking to su-
ceeed.

Still, Knowles points 
out business owners have 
taken a chance on the 
Bronx thanks to a steady 
crime drop, and business-
minded immigrants eager 
to try out the American 
Dream. 

“We fi nd immigrants 
more entrepreneurial for 
businesses,” said Knowles, 
who suggests small-time 
merchants saw the Bronx 
as an “untapped market.”  

“I think you’ve seen an 
explosion in neighborhood 
retail and local services 
business,” said Knowles, 
dubbing this time as the 
Age of the Entreprenuer.  

The rise in businesses 
is certainly seen by Lenny 
Caro, president of the 
Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce, helping businesses 
thrive in the borough 
through workshops and 
networking nights.  

“In 2013 alone, the 
chamber has grown to 130 

new members,” said Caro.  
“All business owners from 
small business to big busi-
ness.” 

Sciortino of Bronx De-
sign Group has been a 
chamber member for the 
past seven years, also sit-
ting as an executive board 
member. 

“I get many new cus-
tomers because I network 
a great deal,” she said, “so 
the Bronx Chamber is a 
great resource for doing 
business.”  

As for whether the Age 
of the Entreprenuer will 
continue, Knowles believes 
it will.  

“I think that more peo-
ple than ever are consid-
ering entrepreneurship 
as a career option,” said 
Knowles.  “I never seen this 
kind of activity before.”  

Reach reporter David 
Cruz at 718-742-3383 or 
dcruz@cnglocal.com.  

Thinktank fi nds incorporation fi lings soared 300% over 20 years 

Bronx business growth on a roll

More stores like these on Third Avenue helped the Bronx see a 
300% rise in incorporation fi lings over the past 20 years.  Photo by 
David Cruz 
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LJI JEWELERS SAYS

WAIT!
DON’T SELL YOUR GOLD

DON’T GET SCREWED

B
U
Y

P
A
W
N

AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

Pocket

M
or

e 
$ 

In
 Y

ou
r P

oc
ke

t M
ore $ In Your Pocket

Pocket

TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer

     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds

2) Then Come To LJI and Compare

     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot Higher!!!

3021 Westchester Ave.
Bronx, NY

718-931-1932

3645 Bruckner Blvd. BX
1 Block from Pelham Bay Station

347-651-3567

921 Broadway
Thornwood, NY
914-773-5500

www.ljijewelers.com

What ever happened to the days when people prided themselves on honesty and when 

their word was their bond? What ever happened to the days when people tried to help others 

instead of taking advantage of each other?

Today, we live in a very different world, but, thank God there are still places where you can 

go and still feel confident that you will always be treated fairly and more importantly, with 

honesty. One of these places is LJI Jewelers...they have been serving the Pelham Bay area 

for nearly 20 years. Aside from selling gold and diamond jewelry they do gold buying and 

pawning.

I’m sure you have heard of all the horror stories told by people who either sold their gold to 

gold buying stores or went to events in those convention centers and hotel conference rooms 

or who even sent their gold through the mail only to find out later that they got paid only a 

fraction of the money that their gold and diamonds were really worth. You hear this all the 

time, on the news or on the internet warning you not to go here or send your gold there.

When customers go to LJI to sell their gold or diamonds, they are pleasantly surprised, and 

in many cases stunned when they hear what they are offered. Some have even, believe it or 

not, been on the verge of tears. The customers always come back and send all their friends 

because they know they are being treated fairly, honestly and know they are getting the 

highest prices.

LJI always wants its customers to feel comfortable in knowing that the prices they are 

getting for their old gold is the highest price! LJI has put signs up in their stores encouraging 

people to shop around to see what offers they get for their old gold. Then, they want them to 

come back to LJI without saying what the other offers were, and then see how much more 

money LJI pays them.

So if you need to sell or pawn your old gold or diamond jewelery...

Go to LJI. You will come out with a big smile on your face.

REMEMBER OUR SLOGAN...
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BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Three Bronx parks are 

getting praise for improve-
ment, while two others 
aren’t making the grade. 

According to a new re-
port by New Yorkers for 
Parks—a non-profi t orga-
nization that graded 43 of 
the New York City’s large 
parks— Soundview Park, 
Crotona Park and Clare-
mont Park have all im-
proved since the last sur-
vey was done in 2010, with 
Calremont’s grade jumping 
from a D to a B. 

But, it wasn’t all good 
news for the borough.

St. Mary’s Park in the 
heart of the south Bronx, 
declined from a score of 89 
in 2010 to 78 in 2012, while 
Seton Falls Park in East-
chester crashed from the 
top spot in the city in 2010 
to second from the bottom 
in 2012.

Overall, a greater share 
of parks citywide earned 

A’s and B’s in 2012 and the 
average score climbed from 
85 to 88, even as the Parks 
Department’s budget has 
been cut. 

In the Bronx, the aver-
age park score was 81, with 
four of its fi ve graded parks 
confi ned to the bottom quar-
ter of the ranking and none 
achieving the citywide av-
erage score.

The survey did not cover 
parks larger than 500 acres 
or certain types, such as 
golf courses, beaches or 
ones undergoing big capital 
projects.

Claremont Park, once 
riddled with excessive litter 
and unmaintained paths, 
fi elds and courts, is now 
in much better condition  
thanks to lots of help from 
volunteer organizations.

“The low score in the 
2010 Report [Card] gave us 
more incentive to focus on 
areas that needed improve-
ment throughout the park. 

Taking that report to vari-
ous community meetings, 
I think that helped us. We 
were able to show strong ev-
idence for why Claremont 
Park needs more mainte-
nance staff,” said Debra 
Myers, Friends of Mt. Eden 

Malls & Claremont Park.
 “More volunteers must 

be recruited to continue to 
maintain Claremont Park,” 
she added. “In 2012 alone, 
we had Ernst & Young, NY 
Cares, and Friends of Mt. 
Eden Malls & Claremont 

Park—we had many dif-
ferent groups that came 
out, with the support of the 
Bronx Parks staff, which 
really helped.”

Although St. Mary’s and 
Seton Falls Parks did have 
lower scores compared to 
the other three large parks 
in the borough, the scores  
can vary widely among 
parks even in the same bor-
ough, based on factors such 
as park terrain and help 
from the surrounding com-
munity.

For example, although 
Seton Falls park earned 
a lower ranking than the 
other parks, it is also harder 
to maintain, due to its loca-
tion and the natural areas 
and pathways. 

The park’s  ranking de-
clined because surveyors 
found broken glass, used 
condoms, drug parapher-
nalia and graffi ti along the 
park’s paths and natural ar-
eas during last year’s sum-

mer inspections.
Soundview Park, a 205-

acre waterfront park with 
$25 million in ongoing res-
toration projects, earned 
a B, as did Crotona Park 
north of Morrisania, with 
a lake.

Most of St. Mary’s chal-
lenges come from its hilly 
terrain, whose erosion re-
quires extra care, but also 
from lack of community 
volunteerism. 

But the park also suf-
fers from a larger, citywide 
problem, the report states.

The Parks Department 
has had to do more with 
less, as its budget has de-
creased from $367 million 
in fi scal year 2008 to $338 
million in the current fi scal 
year, leading to job cuts.

Some of those positions 
may soon return, as the 
mayor’s preliminary budget 
for next fi scal year calls for 
414 new parks employees, 
mostly in maintenance.

Report card on fi ve local green spots fl unks St. Mary’s, Seton Falls

Mixed grades for Bronx Parks

Seat-less bleachers align a neglected baseball fi eld at St. Mary’s 
Park in Mott Haven. Photo courtesy of New Yorkers for Parks
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URGENT CARE
3231 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

URGENT CARE
5665 Riverdale Avenue

Bronx, NY 10471
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Call for Reservations 718-792-8844

Penne Alla Vodka

Spring Mesculin Salad 

Roast Prime of Beef

Veal with Porcini & Shitake Mushrooms

Shrimp Oreganata

Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly

All Coffee, Pastries and Desserts 

Served at Tables

$4200

Steamship
Whole Turkey
Baby Pig
Corn Beef
Brisket of Beef
Skirt Steak

Carving
station

Pasta
station

Seafood
station

Chafing
station

Cold Seafood Salad
Clams Oreganata
Mussels Posillipo
Fried Calamari
Smoked Salmon
Roasted Red Snapper

Beef Bourgignonne
Broccoli Rabe w/Sausage
Tripe Genovese
Eggplant Rollatini
Braciolette Di Maiale
Chicken Cacciatore
Veal & Peppers
Pollo Asado
Arroz con gandules

Two Assorted Pastas
Deluxe Cold Antipasto Table
Cold Salad Bar
Wok Station

1 7 0 3  B r o n x d a l e  A v e n u e

Choice Of: 

Dinner

Premium Liquors served throughout affair.
Bottled Red and White wine at each table.

Openbar 1/2 Price
for children

under age of 12
 

FREE
for children

under age of 4

Easter Sundaytraditiontradition

for the children

from the Easter Bunniesfor the children

from the Easter Bunnies
FREE GIFTS
FREE GIFTS

+10% gratuities, sales tax included.

$4500

per personper person$4500

Pasta: 

Salad: 

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
It’s getting a little 

crowded in the over-100 
club. 

Max Berger and Ma-
vis Davidson were among 
30 residents honored last 
week for marking their 
90-plus birthdays at the 
Center Light Health Sys-
tems Wallerstein facility. 
Berger celebrated turning 
106 years young, while Da-
vidson celebrated reach-
ing 105 years of life with 
cake, family, friends, and 
dancing on Fri. March 15 
at the facility on White 
Plains Road.

The two oldest resi-
dents there were named 
outstanding citizens and 
given proclaimations  
by Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj. 

Born in Richmond, Ha-
nover, Jamaica on Febru-
ary 20 1909, Davidson has 
been a Center Light resi-
dent for 17 years. 

Davidson moved to the 
Bronx in 1928, at the age 
of 19, where she opened a 
grocery store and married 
husband Isaac.

The 105-year-old raised 
four children and watched 
eight grandchildren, 19 
great-grandchildren and 
11 great-great grandchil-
dren grow up. 

Davidson’s husband is 
now deceased. 

Grandville Davidson, 
Mavis’s second young-
est son, said he wishes he 
knew his mother’s secret 
to a long life.

“I think she would 
probably say it was her 
faith,” Davidson said of 
his mother, who has trou-
ble hearing and speaking 
due to her age.

 “She has very strong 
will power and a very 
strong memory. She knows 
what she wants,” Grand-
ville said. “I would say it 
is in our genes. Her father 

lived a very long life as 
well.”

Berger was born on Feb-
ruary 24, 1907 in Czecho-
slovakia, one of  one of 
six children, with two 
brothers and three sisters. 
Berger and his sister Ella, 
95, who lives in Miami, 
Florida, are the only two 
siblings still living.

Berger served in the 
Czechoslovakia/Hungar-
ian Army, and it was dur-
ing that time that he met 
his wife, Marilyn Neu-
man, while she was living 
in Prague.  They married 
in 1934.

Shortly after, they 
joined Berger’s mother, al-
ready living in the U.S.

Berger and his wife 
moved into an apartment 
building on Olinville Av-
enue.

They raised two chil-
dren—Melivin and Jo-
seph—and have two grand-
children and three great 

grandchildren. 
Berger and his wife 

were married for over 50 
years, before she passed 
away in 1996. 

Berger’s son Max said 
he thinks his father’s long 
life and good fortune may 
just be a “roll of the dice.”

“If I knew what his 
secret was, I would tell 
you,”  said the son, speak-
ing for his father. “He has 
no vices. He never drank 
or smoked, he keeps his 
weight low. Stress doesn’t 
play a very large role in 
his life.”

Berger said he dad likes 
watching baseball—the 
Yankees— and occasion-
ally soccer. 

“I think he was just 
blessed with longevity,” 
Berger said. “I think it’s 
being surrounded by peo-
ple you love that has kept 
him going this long.”

These two CenterLight residents celebrate really BIG birthdays

Mavis Davidson, 105 years old, and Max Burger, 106 years old, ad-
mire the certifi cates they received at their birthday celebration.

Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

A century-plus at 105 and 106
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Thank you to Grand Marshals Rosemary Lombard, 
Joseph McManus, and Father Stephen Norton as the 
Honored Clergy who led the 15th Annual Throggs 
Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade, and for their extraor-
dinary support of the Parade. We could only hope 
that future Grand Marshals are as involved and 
committed as you were.  The Parade Committee is 
grateful to have had such wonderful people lead the 
Parade, and also a special thank you to Father Nor-
ton for starting the day with such a beautiful Mass. 
 
Thank you to the families of the Honorary Grand 
Marshal who allowed us to recognize their loved 
ones for their accomplishments and contributions to 
the Bronx. Thank you to the families of Abby Devany 
Bonelli, William Brennan, Barbara Callahan, William 
Clancy, Donald Clarke, Geri Demers, Thomas Dun-
leavy, John Elliott, Jim Halpin Sr., William Hession, 
Malachy Higgins, Peter Junta Jr., Michael Kelleher, 
Michael Lenihan, Paul Lynch, Ray McCann Sr., Mark 
McKay, Thomas Aquinas Moore, Michael Morgan, 
Thomas Mulroy, Joan Murphy, Peggy Murphy, Bob 
Rohan, and Ann Toohey.
 
Thank you to Jim McQuade and Schuyler Funeral 
Home for underwriting the cost of breakfast. The 
McQuade Family’s support of the Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade is so amazing, year after year.

Thank you to Manhattan Beer Distributors for their 
donation of the commemorative t-shirts, sponsorship 
banners and continued support of the Parade, year 
after year. 
 
Thank you to the incredible volunteers who served 
breakfast to hundreds after Mass, especially Dan 
O’Connor, Robert “Beefman” Engel, Robert John-
son, Brendan Golden, Eileen Albin, Donna Callahan, 
Liz Donnelly, Gina Guzman, Colleen Lewis, Katie 
O’Brien, Jamie Skrapits, Vicki Papp, Tricia O’Toole, 
Christian Bistany, Slater O’Brien, Kelsey O’Brien and 
Aiden O’Brien. Thank you to the Marina del Rey who 
prepared the food, gratis, that was served at break-
fast and a special thank you to Barrino’s Market.

Thank you to the sponsors, the elected officials, the 
families of the Grand Marshals and Honorary Grand 
Marshals, the bands, schools, organizations, busi-
nesses and other marchers, all of whom made the 
Parade so grand! We are proud to say 19 bands and 
over 60 groups joined the line of march. We appreci-
ate your faith and support! 
 
Thank you to Laurie Galioto, the Line of March 
Chairman, who helped guide the marchers, and for 
your tireless work on the journal and other important 
endeavors. 
 
Thank you to Captain James R. McGeown of the 
45th Precinct, the officers of the 45th Precinct and 
the NYPD for their hard work to make sure everyone 
was safe during the Parade. We also want to thank 
45th Precinct Community Affairs Officers AnneMarie 
Morrison and Diane Beato. 
 
Thank you to Assistant Chief Carlos Gomez and 
Lieutenant John Donnellan, Patrol Borough Bronx, 
who coordinated the event. 

 Thank you to the NYC Parks Department, and 
especially Pelham Bay Park Administrator Marianne 
Anderson for helping us with the chairs needed for 
the Grand Stand. 
 
Thank you to Jim McQuade and Chris Dalton for their 
superb emceeing at the Reviewing Stand. Thank 
you to Peggy Vega for her research on the marching 
groups. 
 
Thank you to Chateau Stables for their contribution 
toward the beautiful horse and carriage for our Grand 
Marshals.  
 
Thank you to Barbara Miller, our very gifted friend 
and seamstress who made the beautiful sashes for 
our Grand Marshals. Barbara, you are an expert at 
your craft and we appreciate your commitment – 
even long distance!
 
Thank you to those of you who participated in our 
Contest to select the artwork to be used on our 
Parade Journal cover and on the commemorative 
t-shirts.  Special thanks to Cate Behringer who had 
the winning entry! 
 
Thank you to Peggy Vega and Jayne Tracy and the 
local establishments and businesses who worked 
hard to sell the commemorative t-shirts.
 
Thank you to the flag hangers who diligently hung 
the Irish and American flags on East Tremont Avenue. 
Thank you to Kevin Walsh, Willie Frano, Danny 
Baumann, Danielle Peters, Billy Rueger Jr., and Leo 
Kibler Jr., who helped us hang them and Lloyd Bi-
stany who took them down.  Your hard work helped 
make sure Tremont was alive with the pride of Ireland 
and the USA!  Also, a belated shout out to Peter and 
Katherine Ficke who helped last year!  
 
Thank you to the volunteers who helped us deliver 
the Journal books this year - Brian Schumacher, 
John Curtain and Mike Bistany.   
 
Thank you to Patrick James Crorkin and Nicky Mul-
tari for hanging all the Parade Sponsor banners at 
the Grand Stand. 
 
Thank you to Joe Mondello of Wide Area Communi-
cations for your work with the sound system. 
 
Thank you to Jerry Landi of Amuck Duck Productions 
for recording the day’s events for us.
 
Thank you to Don Dzubiak who paints the green line 
down Tremont Avenue for us at a “Benevolent” price. 
 
Thank you to Derek Woods for his expert coverage of 
the parade, year after year.  
 
Thank you to Seamus Carey, Kathy Gallagher and the 
staff of the Wicked Wolf for hosting the parade com-
mittee meetings week after week. Your hospitality is 
always appreciated.
 
Thank you to the thousands of people who lined the 
Parade Route to cheer on the marchers and provided 
an amazing atmosphere! This Parade is always held 

the Sunday before St. Patrick’s Day, rain or shine – 
so plan to join us again next year on Sunday, March 
16, 2014.  The spectators make the day fantastic!
 
Thank you to everyone who purchased a page in 
the journal, bought a t-shirt, and gave their time and 
energy to make the 15th Annual Throggs Neck St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade so special!
 

 Special Thanks 
to the 2013 Platinum and

Emerald Sponsors! 

Platinum Sponsors
($1,000.00 and above)

NYS Assemblyman Michael Benedetto
Brewski’s Bar and Grill

US Congressman Joseph Crowley
The Frano Family

Ensign Engineering
Empire City Casino

Jerome Florist
Manhattan Beer Distributors

Marina del Rey Caterers
The McCooey Family

Joseph McManus and Family
The McQuade Family - 

Schuyler Hill Funeral Home
Plumbers Local Union #1

The Wicked Wolf Restaurant
Law Office of Patrick Wynne

TD Bank

Emerald Sponsors
($500.00 to 999.99)

Bronx Board of Business Agents
Colony Building Supply

Brian, MaryEllen, Emily and
Tara Elliott

Stephen Kaufman, PC
The Riverdale Steakhouse

As you can see, it took so many people to make this 
Parade a reality. We can’t possibly thank everyone 
by name, but we certainly appreciate the hard work 
and effort! This is a proud Bronx event and we are so 
pleased to be a part of this wonderful community.

The Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade

and Celebration Committee

Thank You, Throggs Neck!
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Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, March 31, 2013 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair

Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring: 

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show

Choice Of:

FREE GIFTS

For the children
from the 

Easter Bunnies

$45
per person

plus 10% gratuity
sales tax included

1/2 Price Fo
r

Children Under

the age of 12

Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 5

years of age

From salesman to proud owner

It’s his magic carpet ride

(Right) Jimmy Lanzetta, owner of Mor-
ris Park Flooring, shows off one of his 
area rugs in his showroom. 

Photo by Kirsten Sanchez 

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
After 40 years in the floor-

ing business, Jimmy Lanzetta 
finally has a place to call his 
own. 

The Morris Park business 
owner has lived in Morris Park 
for 25 years, working for an-
other floor store there — until 
the store closed and the oppor-
tunity presented itself for him to 
open his own store and become 
his own boss. 

Lanzetta said he was tired 
of working for other people and 
wanted to work for himself. 

Before ownership was taken 
over by Lanzetta, the store was 
known in the neighborhood as 
Morris Park Floor Covering.

The new store, Morris Park 
Flooring, at 1008 Morris Park 
Ave., sells everything from lam-
inate, hard wood, and carpet to 
window treatments and blinds, 
said Lanzetta.

Lanzetta is devoting his 
time and business acumen to 
his store, working there daily 
from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 

through Saturday. 
“I started working here, when 

it was owned by another fellow I 
was working with and about two 
years ago, he decided to close 
down,” Lanzetta said. “That’s 
when I decided:  ‘I am 60 years 
old, and it’s time to open my own 
place.’ So he closed in November 
and by January of this year, I 
was open.”

“Customers just need to come 
in and take a look for them-
selves,” he said. “Our prices will 
floor you.”

Lanzetta said since there are 
no other retail flooring stores in 
area, he thinks it is a perfect lo-
cation. 

“There are a lot of corner 
stores and nail salons, but there 
is nothing like this around here,” 
he said. “I think we should keep 
business in the neighborhood. 
If people are looking for floor-
ing, they should be able to have 
somewhere in Morris Park they 
can go to. I’ve lived in the area 
for a long time, so I like to see 
people staying here for what 

they need.”
Lanzetta said that as of right 

now it is just him working in the 
store, along with two installers.

“The guys I deal with are 
great,” he said. “They do beauti-
ful work, and they are very pro-
fessional. I want their work to 
reflect me as a business owner. 
When I walk down the street, I 
want people to say hello to me 
and know what I do and who I 
am, I don’t want to have to hide 
my face.”

Lanzetta said he is excited 
about the new store and the new 
opportunity. 

“I really think this will be a 
great fit in the neighborhood,” 
Lanzetta said. “People just need 
to come in and see what I’ve got 
to offer, I think they will be im-
pressed.”
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of Distinction
At the Guiding Star • 3243 Ampere Avenue, Bx.

 
Presents  

  Easter Dinner 
March 31, 2013 

 
Buffet Dinner and Dancing  

                                    
Music provided by A~List 

Production 
                                    

2:00pm until 6:00pm 
 

$35.00 for adults, $17.50 for kids (5 to 12 years old), free for 4 years old 
and under 

All prices do not include service charge and tax 

 
Buffet Dinner to Include: 

 Dinner Items, Carving Station, Salad Station, Dessert Table and 
Beverages. 

 
***Bring your cameras 

 A Magician & Easter Bunny will be present! 
 

We are now taking reservations. Seating is limited.  
 Please reserve your seat by Good Friday.   

Credit cards are accepted  
 

718-892-2989  •   718-518-1381 
www.international-caterers.com 

COMMUNITY
CHIROPRATIC

of Throggs Neck

Kenneth P. Gonoud D.C.

Helping veterans get 
their hard-earned benefits 
from Uncle Sam is part 
Johnnie Williams’ mis-
sion to bring awareness to 
the plight of combat veter-
ans with Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder and others 
disabled with physical ail-
ments. 

PTSD never goes away, 
Williams said of his own 
case. It takes patience and 
time to work through the 
flashbacks that come back 
to him in his dreams, back 
to battles fought in the 
jungles of Vietnam during 
the Tet Offensive in 1968, 
when he served with the 
Army’s 199th Light Infan-
try Brigade. 

Williams helps veter-
ans from Vietnam, Iraq, 
and Afghanistan obtain 
federal benefits for their 
wartime service, par-
ticularly disabled ones 
not easily mobile, con-
fined to wheelchairs or on 
crutches.

“Everything is in place 
for you to get your bene-
fits,” he said. “But now you 
have a choice: you could 
either die waiting for your 
benefits or go after them 
yourself. But if you have 
disabilities, how are you 
going to go after it your-
self?”

That’s where Williams 
comes in, driving veterans 
to VA offices where they 
can register and get what 
they’ve earned.     

He makes contact with 
vets at James J. Peters 
Veterans Administration 
hospital in Kingsbridge 
Heights, as well as through 
his website johnniehwil-
liams.com.

The Allerton resident 
also has an office at 199 
Lincoln Avenue in Mott 
Haven for veterans to come 
in for help navigating the 
veteran benefits system. 

Williams has a passion 
and talent for computers. 
He helped to organize a 
massive computer fair at 
Hostos Community Col-
lege in 1997 when he was 
a student there. Williams 
eventually graduated with 
honors, earning an Asso-
ciate Degree, and is now 
working his way back to 
Lehman College to com-
plete a degree in computer 
science. 

It gives him a great 
deal of fulfillment when he 
is able to help a homeless 
veteran get housing, or a 
returning Iraqi veteran a 
job. 

“Everything here is 
about hiring a veteran,” 
said Williams. “It is not 
about me, it is about what 
we do. There is no job that 
a veteran cannot do. A vet 
can do any job because 
they are trained.” 

Williams is also the au-
thor of four inspirational 
books entitled “Help is 
on the Way”, “Help is on 
the Way 2,”  “The Mus-
tard Seeds,” and “When 
Change Comes, Good or 
Bad, Will You be Ready?” 
The books include anec-
dotes from his life, along 
with his own reflections, 
and are available on sale 
on his website.

 He also brings veter-
ans to schools to speak to 
children about the sacri-
fices the women and men 
in uniform make to keep 
the country strong and 
free. 

Bronx
neighbors

PROFILE

 

Johnnie Williams
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face

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org

angel

That's why we cover kids with quality, affordable 
health insurance through Child Health Plus,

a New York State-sponsored health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care.

• If your child needs health insurance, Fidelis Care can help.
•  Almost every child up to age 19 in New York State is eligible!
•  And, we help members keep their health insurance each year.

To Fidelis Care, every child is an angel.

Quality Health Coverage. It’s Our Mission.
Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they 
can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 

Padma Lakshmi, host 
of Bravo TV’s Top Chef 
and co-founder of the En-
dometriosis Foundation of 
America, joined Senator 
Jeff Klein (D-Westchester/
Bronx) and members of 
the Senate’s Independent 
Democratic Conference 
on Wednesday, March 13  
to kick-off a Teen Health 
Awareness Campaign.

  The campaign fo-
cuses on reducing adoles-
cent obesity, educating 
students about the health 
consequences of short and 
long-term alcohol and sub-
stance abuse, and raising 
awareness among young 
women and health profes-
sionals about endometrio-
sis, an often undiagnosed 
but debilitating disease.  
March is Endometriosis 
month.  

Klein was joined at the 
press conference by sev-
enth graders from JHS 141 
in Riverdale, who later re-
ceived a private tour of the 
Capitol.

 As part of the aware-
ness campaign, the Inde-
pendent Democratic Con-
ference launched a new 
online survey, www.Teen-
HealthNY.Com, which en-
courages young New York-
ers to “weigh-in” on how 
much they know about 
these important health is-
sues.

T e e n H e a l t h N Y. c o m 
will provide policymakers 
with input straight from 
the source about where 
additional educational re-
sources may be needed.

Additional educational 
resources for these three 
health areas will be pro-
vided through a newly cre-
ated Healthy Teen Aware-
ness and Education Fund.

The IDC, which included 
the Fund as part of this 
year’s Senate budget reso-
lution, is hoping to raise as 
much as $1 million for the 
Fund’s programs through 
voluntary taxpayer dona-
tions, beginning next year. 

If enacted in the state’s 
fi nal budget package this 
year, the Healthy Teen 
Awareness and Educa-
tion Fund will appear as 
a “check-off box” on all 

future state income tax 
forms. The check-off box 
will enable New Yorkers 
to make donations directly 
on their tax form.

“Focusing on our teens’ 
health is critical to New 
York’s future,” said Klein.  
“By learning more about 
where our current health 
education is lacking, we 
can more effectively and 
effi ciently distribute these 
additional resources.

“The purpose of the 
Teen Health Fund is sim-
ple -- we want to give kids 
the tools they need to 
make smart choices about 
their health. By creating 
this fund and directing 
resources where they’re 
needed, we can ensure that 
New York students are be-
ing given a full spectrum 
of health education.”

Padma Lakshmi, co-
Founder of the Endometri-
osis Foundation of America 
and award winning author 
said, “We must educate our 
children in a broader, more 
comprehensive manner. 
If we are to prepare our 
youth for a bright future 
we must ensure their phys-
ical and emotional well be-
ing is addressed before we 
can raise their academic 
levels and intellect.

“This focus on health 
should include sex educa-
tion that openly speaks 
about issues such as en-
dometriosis to both gen-
ders at a critical time in 
a young person’s life. The 
value of such education 
helps not only these adoles-
cents but whomever their 
lives should touch.”

Soundview Assembly-
man Marcos Crespo, who 
joined the group session, 
welcomed Klein’s “relent-
less work on chronic ill-
nesses now taking a heavy 
toll on our residents and 
stressing our health care 
delivery system.”

“To combat alarming 
rates of obesity, asthma, 
cardiovascular diseases, 
and substance abuse we 
must focus our efforts on 
problems which can no lon-
ger be ignored for the sake 
of our families, as well as to 
protect the fi nancial stabil-

Senator Klein, Padma Lakshmi, Senator Carlucci and Senator Savino pose with seventh graders from 
JHS 141 in Riverdale following the Teen Health Awareness campaign announcement. (From L to R:) 
Senator David Carlucci, Padma Lakshmi, Senator Klein and Senator Diane Savino.

Klein kicks off Teen 
Health Awareness

ity of our health care sys-
tem,” said Crespo, member 
of the Assembly Standing 
Committee on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse.  

“I’m proud to join Sena-
tor Klein in his effort to re-
shape healthcare in New 
York.”
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Thanks to generous spon-
sorship by Toyota and American 
Express, 4,500 trees of all sizes, 
including fruit trees, are free for the 
taking in New York Restoration 
Project’s 2013 spring iteration of 
tree giveaways all throughout the 
city to property owners.

Through partnerships with 
local, eco-minded community or-
ganizations, these giveaways allow 
New Yorkers to take part in the Mil-
lionTreesNYC goal of planting one 
million new trees by 2017. It is the 
largest municipal tree giveaway pro-
gram in the country.

The Bronx giveaways are the 
following:

Saturday, March 30, 10 am to 
noon. Partner: Sustainable South 
Bronx. Location: Hunts Point Riv-
erside Park, Lafayette Ave., Hunts 
Point

Saturday, April 6, 10 am to 
noon. Partner:  New York Botanical 
Garden. Location: River Garden, 
East 180th St. and Devoe Ave.

Sunday, April 14, 9 to 11:0 am. 
Partner: Woodlawn Cemetery. Loca-
tion: Entrance at Jerome Ave. and 
Bainbridge Ave., Woodlawn.

Sunday, April 14, 11  am to 1 
pm. Partner: Friends of Van Cort-
landt Park. Location: Van Cortlandt 
Park, Mosholu Ave. and Broadway, 
Kingsbridge Heights.

Sunday, April 28, 9 to 11 am. 
Partner:  Wave Hill. Location:  Visitor 
Parking Lot, 249th St. and Indepen-
dence Ave., Fieldston.

Aside providing cleaner air, 
planting trees has many benefits, 
including enhanced curb appeal, 
offsetting of climate change, cooler 
temperatures, among others.

Here’s how the giveaways 
work:
• An NYRP representative on site 
will explain how to plant and care for 
the tree.
• Participants take their trees home 
to plant in a yard, garden, commer-
cial property, community garden, 
etc.
• Participants must agree to the fol-
lowing terms:
• Plant in one of the five boroughs.
• Keep trees properly watered and 
maintained.
• Do not plant the tree along streets, 
in city parks, in containers, terraces, 
balconies or on roofs.

* * *
Bronx House School for 

Performing Arts is currently ac-
cepting registration for its spring 
session. Music and dance classes 
for children, teens and adults are 
offered on Mondays through Sat-
urdays, begin the week of April 6th 
and run for ten weeks. Group mu-
sic classes include Toddler Music 

for children ages 18 months to 2.5 
years, pre-school music apprecia-
tion and pre-instrumental classes in 
piano and violin; and beginner piano 
or guitar for ages 6 and up. Ongo-
ing registration is also available for 
private instruction in piano, guitar, 
voice, violin, drums, and other in-
struments. Dance classes offered 
include Creative Movement, Pre-
Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Hip-Hop, 
Flamenco, Bellydance and Latin 
Dance for Kids and Adults.

All classes are held in a state-
of-the-art 7,000 square foot wing that 
includes soundproof and sound en-
hanced music rooms and dance stu-
dios. The school offers scholarships 
to students who qualify for financial 
assistance as well as instruments 
available for loan, free of charge.

Additional information can 
also be found at the upcoming Bronx 
House Kids Day Open House on 
Saturday, March 23rd from 11am – 
3 pm.

Bronx House is located at 
990 Pelham Parkway South.  For 
more information or to register call 
718-792-1800 ext. 235, or check the 
website at www.bronxhouse.org.

* * *
In conjunction with Bronx 

House, City Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca is sponsoring a free tax Prep-
aration Day on Saturday, March 
30th from 10 AM until 4 PM at Bronx 
House, located at 990 Pelham Park-
way South.

 Tax preparers are IRS-certi-
fied and can help you with all your 
tax-related questions.

 Those who are eligible must 
make $50,000 or less in income and 
have dependents, or $25,000 or less 
in income and have no dependents.

 Space is limited, so those 
interested in attending must call to 
make an appointment as soon as 
possible.

 You must also bring with you 
photo identification, social security 
cards for everyone on the return, W2 
and/ or 1099 statements for all jobs 
held in 2012, last year’s income tax 
return, and documentation and care 
provider tax ID number if you are 
claiming child care expenses. 

To reserve a seat, place call 
718-792-1800, extension 226.

* * *
Over the last month or so, 

residents of both the 49th and 45th 
Precincts have been concerned 
over mysterious individuals posing 
as Con Edison, Verizon, and other 
workers who claim they must enter 
your home for “necessary repairs.” 

 Both precincts are currently 
working on this sudden spike in 
these crimes and have made some 
arrests. However, they advise all res-

idents to not answer the door to any 
suspicious looking men and women 
in Con Edison, Verizon, or other uni-
forms unless you have an appoint-
ment with any of the companies.

 If there are any concerns, 
Vacca said to call Vito in his office 
at (718) 931-1721. For any emergen-
cies, call 911.

* * *
The Council of Senior Cen-

ters and Services (CSCS) Bill Payer 
Program offers a free service in the 
Bronx to help low-income seniors 
and people with disabilities manage 
the tasks of monthly bill paying. 

Compassionate, trained vol-
unteers meet once or twice a month 
at the client’s home or at an agency 
site to write checks for the client’s 
signature, balance their checkbook, 
organize bills, help the client safely 
access cash (if needed), and review 
bank statements to prevent fraud 
and/or financial abuse.

 The AARP Foundation safe-
guards protect each client and vol-
unteer. 

For more information or to 
register, please contact CSCS at 
718-858-2360.

* * *
The 49th and 45th Precincts 

are offering excellent programs to 
help keep residents and their prop-
erty safer than ever. 

Operation I.D., a free of charge 
program courtesy of the NYPD, 
involves registering the serial num-
ber of valuable portable electronics 
along with the owners name and 
contact information. 

These items, such as iPhones, 
iPads, and other cell phones and 
electronics, can also be engraved 
with a uniquely identifiable se-
rial number prefaced with the letters 
NYC.

 To register for this program, 
please visit your local precinct.

* * *
Councilman Jimmy Vacca will 

have an immigration lawyer on every 
last Thursday of the month until June 
at his office, at 3040 E. Tremont Av-
enue Room 104, offering free legal 
assistance to constituents seeking 
immigration information.

 This program is a partnership 
between the New York City Council 
and CUNY Citizenship Now.

 The lawyer will be here on 
that day between 10 AM and 5 PM. 
Those who are interested must make 
an appointment.

 Constituents who are seeking 
advice on any other immigration is-
sue can walk in on that day for a con-
sultation when the lawyer has time.

 For more information, you can 
contact Vicki at his office at (718) 
931-1721.

Come get your free trees

04/30/13
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ST. CLARE’S VARSITY CYO BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS
The Saint Clare’s School girls 
varsity basketball team is 
celebrating a Catholic Youth 
Organization championship. 
The team won the title in a 
game against Saint Luke’s 43 
to 42 at Villa Maria Academy in 
Country Club on Sunday, March 
3. Daniela Zirpolo completed 
the exciting victory in a hard 
fought game for Saint Clare’s 
by hitting a free throw with 
three seconds left. Pictured 
with the trophy the Morris Park 
elementary school took home 
are (c) coach Kelly Bautista, 
and players (back row, l-r) Ga-
briela Adorno, Sabina Guzman, 
Annamaria Evers, Oliva Calabro, 
(front row, l-r) Sophia Lopez, 
Milena Ciacia, Daniela Zirpolo, 
and Ashley Nova. 

 Photo courtesy of St. Clare’s School 

THROGS NECK URGENT CARE RIBBON CUTTING
Elected offi cials and staff of Throggs Neck Urgent Medical care held a ribbon cutting to celebrate the 
new clinic at 3594 E. Tremont Avenue on Tuesday, February  26.

Pictured from (l-r) are Linda DiLorenzo; Congressman Joseph Crowley aide, Thomas Messina; co-
owner Dr. Mitch Strand; Stephen Whitlock; Lauren Acosta; co-owner Dr. Anthony Ruvo; and Nathan 
Pangborn. Photo by Alex Belisle

NEW AGE ADULT CENTER HOLDS GRAND OPENING

The New Age Social Adult Day 
Care Center held a ribbon-cut-
ting event on Thursday, March 
7 at  2287 Jerome Avenue, just 
a few blocks from the Grand 
Concourse in the Fordham and 
University Heights communi-
ties. The new center provides 
a “social model” adult daycare 
service program for senior 
citizens. It will offer compre-
hensive services as well as a 
recreational and educational 
activities including nutritious 
meals and snacks. 
(Above) Live music was part of 
the grand opening celebration. 

(Right) Many of the seniors, like 
these, enjoyed dancing at the 
grand opening.  Photo by Alex 
Belisle 

ART SHOW AT
ST. RAYMOND 
HIGH SCHOOL

VACCA PRESENTS
CITATION TO P.S. 14

PRINCIPAL
Councilman Jimmy Vacca joined faculty and parents 
recently at the fi rst ever morning meeting of the P.S. 
14 Parent-Teacher Association at the school, located at 
3041 Bruckner Boulevard. Vacca presented a New York 
City Citation to school principal Ira Schulman in honor of 
Schulman’s continued success at the school.

Pictured are P.S. 14 principal Ira Schulman and Coun-
cilman Jimmy Vacca. 
 Photo courtesy of Councilman Jimmy Vacca’s offi ce 

St. Raymond’s held its third 
annual Art Exhibition in the el-
ementary school’s gym at 1700 
Purdy Avenue.  Students from 
the boys and girls high school 
as well as the elementary 
school students displayed their 
paintings, drawings, sketches, 
and mosaics. 

Showing off their pics are St. 
Raymond High School for Boys 
students Anthony Esprella and 
Francis Reynon, standing with 
Justin Perez and art teacher Ed 
Mouzon.   Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 
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BRONX COUNCIL ON THE ARTS AWARDS PRESENTATION

The Bronx Council on the Arts held a check presentation ceremony on Wednesday, March 6 for 20 local 
artists who are recipients of the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs Greater New York Arts 
Development Fund grants. BCA executive director Deidre Scott gave out the checks at the Longwood 
Art Gallery at Hostos College. They came from all over the borough and represent all different kinds 
of arts. Pictured is Scott (third from rightd) with the award winners.  Photo by Alex Belisle 

P.S. 36 HOLDS READING FORUM
PS 36 students, parents and teachers played host to some very special visitors who celebrated Dr. 
Seuss’ Birthday and Read Across America Day at Friday, March 1. Among the visitors to the Castle Hill 
school were Councilwoman Anabel Palma and Timothy Behr, Superintendent of District 8, who came to 
read and speak with students in various grades. The day was fi lled with many fun literacy activities.

(Above) Councilwoman Annabel Palma reads a Dr. Suess book to the kids in the library.  Photo courtesy 
of PS 36 

(Below) Mr. Timothy Behr is seen here reading to fi fth grade students at PS 36. Photo courtesy of PS 36

COMMON CENTS FREE LITERACY WORKSHOPS
Assemblyman Marcus Crespo helped teach his constituents some fi nancial common cents. The as-
semblyman held a fi nancial literacy workshop at James Monroe High School on Saturday, March 9. 
The event was sponsored by Bronx Overall Economic Development Corporation, Bethex, Popular Com-
munity Bank and the Hispanic Federation.

(Below) Pictured (clockwise) are Pres./CEO American Credit Alliance Alan Franklin,  Assemblyman 
Marcos Crespo,  Dahiana Polanco, Frederick Gonzalez, Mathew Shuffl er, Evelyn Rodriguez, and Loutrez 
Asante.  Photo by Josiane Bauke

CUB SCOUTS BLUE AND GOLD BANQUET

The Morris Park Cub Scout Pack 162 held its annual Blue and Gold Banquet, recognizing their fellow 
scouts while celebrating the Boy Scouts 103rd anniversary.  The Cub scouts participated in a “Fellas 
Bake Off,” where scouts baked camping-themed cakes with ONLY the help of their dads.

(Above) Pictured from left to right are the scouts with their dads  Jaden Rivera with dad Julio 
Rivera, Matthew and dad George Febles, and Lucas with his dad Dan Diaz. Photo by Josiane Bauke 
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Irish Heritage Month Leadership Luncheon 

Nine Bronxites were certainly proud to be Irish at this event hosted by 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce.  The group paid tribute to these men 
and women of Irish descent at the Irish Heritage Month Leadership 
Luncheon on March 11th at the F&J Pine.  Leaders from civil service, 
military and city agencies were honored at the afternoon event.  

(Top) Proud to be Irish, these nine hold up their awards in celebration.  
Bronx Chamber President Lenny Caro stands with honorees holding up 
their Eagle Awards.  They include (l-r) Jim McQuade head of the Schuy-
ler Hill Funeral, Democratic state committeeman Joe McManus, Con-
gressman Joe Crowley, Joe Kelleher, FDNY Bronx Borough Commander 
Kevin Butler, News 12 the Bronx Kevin McCabe, Larry Hickey with Fresh 
Direct, and Commissioner Robert Walsh with the NYC Department of 
Small Business Services.  The two proud Irish ladies in the front are 
Virginia Gallagher of Pilot Cove and Rear Admiral Wendi Carpenter with 
SUNY Maritime College.  Joe Kelleher (fi fth from left) stands with the 
honoreers.   Photo courtesy of the Bronx Chamber of Commerce 

(Far left)A Virginia Gallagher with Pilot Cove smiles humbly as she 
awaits to pick up her award. Photo courtesy of The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce 

(Left top) (l-r) Making a grand entrance are FDNY Bronx Borough Com-
mander Kevin Butler and News 12 The Bronx’s Kevin McCabe waving to 
the crowd.  Photo courtesy of the Bronx Chamber of Commerce

(Left bottom) Chamber President Lenny Caro shares a moment with 
Rear Admiral Wendi Carpenter.  Photo courtesy of The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce 

(Below) The Eagle Awards, nine in all await to be fl own to their recipi-
ents. Photo courtesy of The Bronx Chamber of Commerce 
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Jeanne Jugan Residence

Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Inc.

Our Lady of the Assumption

M.S. 101 Cheerleaders

St. Raymond’s Girl Scouts

We Remember Our Honorary Grand Marshals

Girl Scouts Troops 6124 and 6127

Girl Scouts Troops of P.S. 71 and OLA

After School Program and Excel Martial Arts

Mott Hall Community School

Fancy Feet Dance Studio

Chippewa Democratic Club

St. Benedict Council - Knights of Columbus

Clason Point Council - Knights of Columbus

St. Benedict’s Fife and Drum

St. Benedict’s Girl Scouts Troop 1093

uus

THROGGS NECK

All Photos by Alex Belisle
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Throggs Neck Homeowners Assn., Inc.

St. Theresa

Cardinal Spellman High School

St. Frances de Chantal School

Boy Scouts of America Cub Scout Pack 789

Star of the Sea - Sea Cadet Corps

P.S. 14

First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck

Country Club Civic Association

Villa Maria Academy Cub Scouts Pack #333

St. Raymond Academy

St. Raymond’s Gaelic Football Club

Edgewater Park Volunteer Fire Dept.

Villa Maria Academy

Troop 182 First Lutheran of Throggs Neck

Preston High School Gaelic Society

ncccccccccc.

THROGGS NECK

All Photos by Alex Belisle
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WARRIORS FOOTBALL

ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
Hut, hut!  Peewee players part of the Warriors Football Club were the guests of honor at the 61st 
annual Awards Dinner at Villa Barone Manor.  Twelve teams and their coaches stopped by the 
yearly venue where awards were handed to its most valuable player, most improved player and 
it’s undefeated team.  
(Top left) The kids were not the only ones honored at the awards venue.  Chris Kandel, a seasoned 
referree and former player, received a honorary plaque for dedicating 25 years to the Warrior 
program.  Photo by Alex Belisle 

(Top right) The Rams certainly rammed their way to the top, going undefeated in the Warrior Football 
League’s Peewee Division.  Ron Hoina led the team to a perfect season.  Photo by Alex Belisle 

(Middle left) Go team!  The Blue Devils were red hot this season, going undefeated in the Warrior 
Football League’s Junior Peewee Division.  They were led by head coach Ed Esposito Sr.  Photo by 
Alex Belisle 

(Above) Like father, like son.  Chris Kandell (r) stands with dad Dennis, a longtime admistrator to 
the Warrior program.   Photo by Alex Belisle 

(Above) Here’s to Damien Thorne of the Black Knights, the Warriors Most Outstanding Player for the Pee-
wee Division.  He wears the number 13.  Guess it’s his lucky number! Photo by Alex Belisle 
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EVERY 
THURSDAY
@ 9PM

“Mister
Catskills”
Peter

EVERY 
THURSDAY
@ 9PM

“Mister“Mister“Mister“Mister“Mister“Mister
Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”Catskills”
PeterPeterPeterPeterPeterPeter

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

3599 E. Tremont•Bronx, NY•Tel: 718-829-0005•Fax: 718-319-1756

Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Open 7 days for Lunch 11:30 - 4:00•Brunch Sat & Sun 12:00-4:00•Dinner Sun-Thurs 4:00-10:00.

Fri & Sat 4:00-12:00•Fireside Dining•Early Bird Specials Mon-Fri 4-7pm•Outgoing Orders Available.
Menu & Specials faxed to you daily upon request.

Captain’s Cabin
FOR ALL YOUR PARTIES NEEDS - DIFFERENT PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Call Eileen 718-829-0005

DAILY
LUNCH & DINNER 
SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

Sunday Only 11:30 4:00
Fri & Sat 4:00-11:00

FREE
WI-FI

A place where strangers are not strangers...But friends who have yet to meet!

MONDAY & TUESDAY

$5BAR ONLY
8-10 PM

SLIDERS • IRISH NACHOS
SHRIMP, CLAM OR
MUSSEL SPECIALS
10 BUFFALO WINGS

$10 PITCHERS
DOMESTIC BEER

ALL SPECIALS

$650
 BAR

Lunches
$2.00 Domestic Pints

@ BAR  ONLY
MON-SAT. 12 pm - 4 pm

Early Bird Dinner
Monday - Thursday

4 pm -6 pm
Includes Soup Salad

 Entree Dessert
& Coffee

Sunday Brunch
11am-3pm

Traditional Irish Breakfast
Complimentary Mimosa or 

Bloody Mary or Glass of Beer

Friday Nights

DJ
SHANE

at
10
pm

$1295

Graduations
Communions

Confirmations

Luncheons
Birthdays
Reunions

Now Taking
Reservations for

Easter Sunday
Dinner

(Regular Menu also available)

Happy
     Easter
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The Children’s Aid 
Society has opened its new 
40,000 square foot Bronx 
headquarters.

 The new site, at 910 E. 
172nd St., features a state-
of-the-art health center 
that will provide more than 
15,000 visits per year to an 
estimated 4,000 children, 
nearly doubling the capacity 
of the organization’s current 
medical, dental and mental 
health services in the South 
Bronx.

The new site will ac-
commodate health care re-
ferrals from all Children’s 
Aid programs in the South 
Bronx, and will provide 
comprehensive health and 
social services for children 
and adolescents from foster 
care programs at Children’s 
Aid. Enrollment counselors 
will also be onsite to connect 
children and their families 
to the New York State-spon-
sored public health insur-
ance system.

“Integrating our prima-
ry health care and child wel-
fare services under one roof 
is essential to serving Bronx 
families and some of New 
York City’s most vulnerable 
children,” Children’s Aid 
President and CEO Richard 
Buery said at the grand open-
ing on Wednesday, March 
13. “We know that children 
in poverty and those in fos-
ter care have complicated 
health and social needs, and 
that coordinating service 
delivery will lead to better 
lifelong outcomes for the 
children in our care.”

The new headquarters 
will also house a medical 
foster care program for chil-
dren with chronic medi-
cal conditions and severe 
disabilities who cannot be 
cared for by their parents. 

The program, pio-
neered by Children’s Aid 
and other providers in the 
late 1980s to support infants 
born to crack-addicted moth-

ers, places medically fragile 
children in nurturing fos-
ter homes while on the path 
back to their families or 
adoption.

The project was fi-
nanced in part by Primary 
Care Development Corpora-
tion, a nonprofit lender that 
provided a $7 million loan 
through its New Markets 
Loan Program. The pro-
gram offers below-market, 
long-term fixed rate loans to 

expand primary care in low-
income communities.

Over the last 12 years, 
Children’s Aid has built 
a network of coordinated 
services for underserved 
children and families in 
targeted South Bronx neigh-
borhoods, where poverty 
and unemployment rates 
are high, college graduation 
rates are under 10 percent 
and health indicators—obe-
sity,  teen births, and access 

to care and insurance—
rank among the worst in the 
country.

In 2000, Children’s 
Aid opened the Bronx Fam-
ily Center – providing foster 
care services and preven-
tive care aimed at keeping 
families together – and in 
2002 a full-service commu-
nity school brought much 
needed health and mental 
health services, after-school 
enrichment and parent en-
gagement programs to Com-
munity School 61.

Today, the organization 
serves children and fami-
lies through nearly a dozen 
Bronx locations, including 
four community schools, 
a center for disconnected 
youth, and nutrition, preg-
nancy prevention and lead-
ership training programs at 
partner schools.

 In addition, Children’s 
Aid College Prep, the agen-
cy’s first charter school, 
opened in August 2012 to 

serve children who are Eng-
lish language learners, at 
risk of academic failure or 
currently involved in the 
child welfare system.

“As we focus on our goal 
of creating a cradle through 
college pathway for vulner-
able children in the South 
Bronx, we open this center 
in recognition of the vital 
role that health and parent 
engagement play in student 
success,” said Maria Burgos, 
director of the Bronx Family 
Center. 

The Children’s Aid 
Society is an independent, 
not-for-profit organization 
established to serve the 
children of New York City. 
Founded in 1853, it is one of 
the nation’s largest and most 
innovative non-sectarian 
agencies, serving New York’s 
neediest children. Services 
are provided in commu-
nity schools, neighborhood 
centers, health clinics and 
camps.

Features state-of-the-art health center to serve 4,000 kids

New Bronx headquarters for Children’s Aid Society

New Bronx HQ for Children’s Aid Society

PELHAM FAMILY DENTAL ARTS
www.pelhamfamilydentalarts.com

914.738.3606
“ Your Smile Is Our Art “

Providing the Highest Quality Dental Service in Westchester County

Participating in most
dental insurance plans.

If you do not have
insurance coverage, we 
offer 20% courtesy
discounts on most
procedures with this ad.
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Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE
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 Attorney General Eric T. 
Schneiderman announced 
the arrest and arraign-
ment of the owner of Morris 
Park construction company 
and two of his employees 
for failing to pay hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in 
wages to his workers at a 
Bronx project.

 Hired to complete a 
restoration project in the 
Bronx fi nanced and over-
seen by the New York City 
Department of Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment (HPD), Mohammad 
T. Riaz, the owner of Ap-
plied Construction Inc., and 
his two employees on the 
project are charged with 
scheming to avoid prevail-

ing wage laws by underpay-
ing workers with cash pay-
ments, failing to provide 
supplemental benefi ts to 
workers and directing some 
workers to return portions 
of their wages.

 They face felony grand 
larceny charges and up to 
15 years in prison.

 “Contractors who work 
on affordable housing can-
not ignore New York State’s 
labor laws,” Schneiderman 
said. “My offi ce will bring 
charges, including crimi-
nal cases when appropriate, 
against companies that vio-
late these important worker 
protections. These defen-
dants broke the law and will 
be brought to justice.”

 Applied Construction 
Inc., based at 677 Morris 
Park Avenue, and its owner, 
manager and foreman were 
required by law and by 
their contract with the city 
to pay prevailing wages to 
workers on an affordable 
housing project located at 
2865 Kingsbridge Terrace 
in the Bronx between No-
vember 9, 2011 and August 
30, 2012. 

Rather than pay the 
workers at the legally-re-
quired hourly rates, Riaz, 
Mohammad Arshad and 
Zbigniew “Ziggy” Lakomiec 
paid the workers a fraction 
of the lawful rate and did 
not provide supplemental 
benefi ts.

 To conceal their scheme, 
the men underpaid some 
of their workers by paying 
them in cash and excluding 
those workers on certifi ed 
payroll reports submitted 
to HPD as a condition of 
payment.

 In addition, some work-
ers who were listed on the 
reports were given the 
amount of money as listed 
on the certifi ed payroll 
reports but were then re-
quired to return a portion 
of their wages to the defen-
dants each week.

 The defendants are: Mo-
hammad T. Riaz, 34, owner, 
of Westbury; Mohammad 
Arshad, 39, manager, of 
Hicksville, and Zbigniew 

“Ziggy” Lakomiec 58, fore-
man, of Brooklyn.

 All of the defendants 
are charged with Grand 
Larceny in the Second De-
gree, which carries a maxi-
mum term of 5 to 15 years in 
prison.

 Riaz is also charged 
with three counts of Money 
Laundering in the Second 
Degree.

 Other charges include 
Scheme to Defraud, Falsify-
ing Business Records, and 
Offering a False Instru-
ment for Filing and Viola-
tion of Workers Compensa-
tion Law.

 The men were arraigned 
in Bronx Supreme Court in 
front of Justice Richard Lee 

Price on Wednesday, March 
6.

 The project, funded in 
part with taxpayer dollars, 
was administered by New 
York City’s Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development and was sub-
ject to prevailing wage re-
quirements.

 This case was investi-
gated by New York State Of-
fi ce of the Attorney General 
Associate Auditor Percy 
Corcoran and Investigator 
David Negron.

 The charges are accu-
sations and the defendants 
are presumed innocent un-
less and until proven guilty 
in a court of law.

Morris Park builder, employees busted

Conservative Synagogue 
Adath Israel of Riverdale 
(CSAIR) was one of three 
synagogues to receive this 
year’s Synagogue Inclusion 
Awards, presented by UJA-
Federation’s Caring Com-
mission in recognition of 
CSAIR’s ongoing efforts to 
create a welcoming and in-
clusive Jewish community 

ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

Adath Israel of Riverdale receives UJA Federation award
for people with disabilities.  

CSAIR will use the 
award money to further im-
prove its inclusive program-
ming which helps adults 
and children with special 
needs learn academically 
and interact in a Jewish en-
vironment. 

 “No child from the 
Riverdale area, whether a 

member of our shul or not, 
should be denied a Jewish 
education,” says CSAIR 
Rabbi Barry Dov Katz.  “It’s 
really important for these 
families because it’s so easy 
for them, since they are so 
overwhelmed with so much 
else, to just drop out of Jew-
ish life.”

“We are all created in the 

image of God,” says Rabbi 
Katz, but it’s a “belief that 
often only gets tested when 
we come across people who 

are different.”
For more information 

about programs at CSAIR, 
call the Synagogue offi ce 

FOR LISTING OF UPCOMING EVENTS
OR FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

CALL (718) 742-3386

at 718-543-8400 or visit the 
synagogue website, www.
csair.org. 
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SECURITY DRUGS
Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Money Gram

Phone Cards

secdrugs@yahoo.com

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

Thomas Guido George Farr

Family Owned & Operated Since 1935

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

chfuneraldirectors.net

Traditional Funeral Services and Cremation 
Services for All Faiths

Prearranged & Prepaid Services
Centrally Located to All Major Highways

Ample Parking on Site
For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com

Save on combo tickets with LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com. 
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 M
a

r
. 2

2
-

2
8

, 2
0

1
3

   
 4

0

FREE
TREES!

NYRP Spring 2013 Tree Giveaways

New York Restoration Project, 254 West 31st Street, 10th Floor, New Y
nyrp.org/milliontreesnyc

For more information on tree giveaways, visit www.nyrp.org/bronxtrees

PICK UP YOUR FREE TREE AT THE FOLLOWING GIVEAWAY LOCATIONS (RAIN OR SHINE):

   Some simple rules: 

r

Tr
r

Tr
r

fr r

Tr
r

Tr r
r

Sat., March 30 // 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Partner: Sustainable South Bronx

Location: Hunts Point Riverside Park, Lafayette 
Ave.

Partner: New York Botanical Garden 
Corporation

Location: East 180th St. & Devoe Ave. 

Partner: Woodlawn Cemetery
Location: Jerome Ave. & Bainbridge Ave.

Partner: Friends of Van Cortlandt Park
Location: Van Cortlandt Park 

Partner: Wave Hill
Location: Visitor Parking Lot, 249th St. & 

Independence Ave., Fieldston

BRONX

Sat., April 6 // 10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Sun., April 14 // 9:00 am – 11:00 am

Sun., April 14 // 11:00 am – 1:00 pm

Sun., April 28 // 9:00 am – 11:00 am

Quantities are limited. 

Trees available on a first-come 
first-served basis.

* IMPORTANT *
Dates and times subject to 

change.

Register for a tree online 
ahead of time at

 www.nyrp.org/bronxtrees

http://www.lucchesefuneralhome.com/
This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Video
Tributes 

from our funeral home

At our funeral home we’ve always provided 
options.  That’s part of being the leader. So here 
we go again. Our Video Tribute is a memorable 
way to complement any service. We’ll take 
old photographs you provide, blend them with 
background scenes of the immediate area, set them 
to music and create a personal video montage to 
be shown during the service. It’s also a keepsake 
you’ll cherish forever. Ask about our Video 
Tributes. We’re doing more  than thinking ahead. 
We’re thinking of you. 
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Dr. C. Hammoud, Master Herbalist, PhD,
guarantees satisfaction. Helps to maintain healthy skin
from the inside simply by cleansing the blood, instead of attacking the 
skin from the outside with creams or washes. * This makes sense. 
Usually you can see how it benefits your skin within days. * Many 
people wrote they were surprised how fast it worked. Lots of testimo-
nials from pleased users on our Bell website. There is absolutely no 
risk for trying Dr. Hammoud’s product.

Last couple of years I tried everything. Results with Bell Skin Dis-
orders #60 were unbelievable. I have beautiful skin again. Thanks for 
giving back my selfesteem. Nelisa Royer, 28, Doral, FL  My mom 

bought Bell #60. I was skeptical. It did work quickly and better than 
anything else. Christopher Seraphin, 14, Brooklyn, NY.  It worked. I 
no longer have to hide at home, because I was ashamed to be seen. 
Agnes Casillas, 60, New York, NY Can wear again dresses that 
are backless. My skin looks fantastic. Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. Yvette Maclean, 40, Lodi, CA  I was trying everything for 

years and nothing worked. I felt physical and emotional pain having to 
hide. Finally I found your Bell #60. I’m so grateful and impressed about 
how fast it worked with amazing results. Eulalia Isabel Sanchez Martin, 
30, Brampton, ON Skeptics can call everybody. All are real people like you or your friends.

Here is proof that snoring can be corrupting your health and your 
marriage. Three out of 10 couples are considering divorce because 
of snoring says a major magazine article. You are not alone! An of-
ficial survey says 48% of all people snore. 75% are affected, if you 
add non-snoring husbands that have snoring wives or vice versa. 
Snoring is caused by slack muscles in the throat. A common com-
plaint is that people feel that they are not well rested in the morn-
ing. Many people wrote they are now sleeping like a babies. Their 
partners are delighted. This natural health product Sound Sleep #23 
usually helps the first night. No side effects.

College professor had lack of good sleeps with many inter-

ruptions for last 8 years that made her tired during the day. Within 
3 days taking Bell Sound Sleep #23 the terrible snoring stopped. I 
wake up feeling refreshed and energized. I can concentrate in a 
focused, happy manner. I feel delighted with this natural product. 
Dr. Anele E. Heiges, 77, New York, NY  A life changing product. 

The very first night I took the capsules and every night after I had a 
restful and wonderful sleep. It has been a God send and blessing. I 
am by nature a skeptic. The money-back guarantee convinced me 
to try it. Jimmy Pay, 53, Gardendale, AC 3 Years on Bell Sound 

Sleep #23. My wife and I are entirely satisfied. Snoring episodes 
have completely disappeared. This has improved our lives enormously. Leo Fortin, 60, St-Georges, QC 

 Basically you saved my husband’s life. For the last 5 years my husband had very bad nights. Bell 
#23 was nothing short of a miracle. I have my husband back. No more snoring. No more napping during 
the day. I am telling all our friends. Bonnie Johnson, 64, Wichita, KS My life changed.  Sleep now 7-8 

hours. I am a retired college professor and author of books. I have no more need to nap during the day. 
Nothing I tried helped until I started Bell Sound Sleep. I am so delighted with this product I would like to 
make motivational speeches to help others. Carmen V. Caruso, 66, Ann Arbor, MI On the Bell Website we 
list phone numbers or email addresses of actual users of this product and all other Bell products. Most 
are delighted to talk about their relief.

CLEAR SKIN

SNORING? 
As recommended by Dr. Gifford-Jones M.D.

#60

#23
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Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts presents 
the triumphant return of 
DanceBrazil to the Bronx. 

Whether in the streets 
or on stage in the most pres-
tigious theaters, the hot 
dancers and musicians of 
DanceBrazil enthrall audi-
ences with the company’s 
unique fusion of Afro-Bra-
zilian movement, contem-
porary dance and Capoeira 
– the traditional dance/
martial arts form that had 
its origins in Africa and 
evolved in colonial Brazil 
as a means of fi ghting en-
slavement.

The company performs 
on Sunday, April 11, at 6 
pm at Lehman Center for 
the Performing Arts, on the 
Lehman College campus 
at 250 Bedford Park Boule-

vard West.
For over 30 years, 

DanceBrazil has thrilled 
audiences across the United 
States and the world with 
its dazzling artistry, which 
is inspired by the cultural 
tapestry of Brazil. 

The New York Times re-
cently wrote, “There was 
enough appreciative whis-
tling to make a construc-
tion worker blush…, when 
DanceBrazil rolled through 
town with its crowd-pleas-
ing style of high-octane, 
high-fl ying, pelvis-swivel-
ing choreography.”

Founder and Artistic 
Director of DanceBrazil, 
Jelon Vieira and the late 
Loremil Machado were the 
fi rst artists to bring tradi-
tional Afro-Brazilian dance 
and Capoeira to the United 

States over thirty-fi ve years 
ago.

 He has devoted his life 
to sharing Afro-Brazilian 
culture with audiences in 
the United States and world-
wide. In 2008, he was hon-
ored for work and awarded 
a National Heritage Fellow-
ship, the country’s highest 
honor in the folk and tradi-
tional arts. 

This spring he will tour 
a new work, Fé do Sertão, 
and bring a company favor-
ite, Banguela, to Lehman 
Center.

DanceBrazil performs 
on Sunday, April 7, 2013 at 
6 pm at Lehman Center for 
the Performing Arts.

Tickets cost $40, $35 and 
$25, and for children 12 and 
under, $10 any seat.

Tickets can be purchased 

through 24 hour online ac-
cess at www.LehmanCen-
ter.org or by calling the Le-

hman Center box offi ce at 
718-960-8833 open Monday 
& Wednesday-Friday 10am-

5pm (closed on Tuesdays) 
and beginning at 12 noon on 
the day of the concert.

• Run For the Wild At The Bronx Zoo ..........................................44

• Rock On The Bronx ........................................................................44

• Do You Remember: Bicycles First To Cross TN Bridge ........ 45

DanceBrazil is back, kicking up a storm at the Lehman Center.   Photo by Nan Melville

Dance Brazil returns to Lehman Center
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The Wildlife Conser-
vation Society is celebrat-
ing the fifth anniversary of 
the WCS Run for the Wild 
– this year dedicated to el-
ephants.

 Wildlife supporters, 
runners, and walkers are 
all invited to participate 
in the annual 5k run and 
family fun run at the Bronx 
Zoo.

 This year, WCS is 
introducing WCS Run for 
the Wild: World – allowing 
people who cannot be in 
New York for the Bronx Zoo 
event to participate and 
fundraise from anywhere 
in the world.

The fifth annual 5k-
run/walk takes place on 
Saturday, April 27, 2013 at 
the Bronx Zoo and is dedi-
cated to saving elephants, 
their habitat, and other 
wildlife.

 Since its inception 
in 2009, more than 23,000 
people have participated 
and $2.6M has been raised 
through donations, regis-
tration, and sponsorship.

“Each year we dedicate 
the WCS Run for the Wild to 
a different animal species 
in need of conservation, 
said John Calvelli, WCS 
Executive Vice President of 
Public Affairs. “The deci-
sion to dedicate this year’s 
event to elephants was 
made out of necessity. The 
illegal wildlife trade is now 
a multi-billion dollar in-
dustry that threatens thou-
sands of species around the 
world. Elephants have been 

particularly hard hit with 
2011 considered the worst 
year since 1989 for the ille-
gal poaching of elephants 
for their ivory.”

WCS’s Run for the 
Wild registration is now 
open at www.wcsrunforth-
ewild.org. 

Registration for the 
run is $35 for adults, $25 for 
children (3–15), and $25 for 
seniors (65+).

 Participants are en-
couraged to seek individual 
sponsors for their run, and 
all adult (and senior) par-
ticipants are required to 
raise a minimum of at least 
$30 in order to participate. 
Registration includes park-

ing and general admission 
to the Bronx Zoo following 
the event.

Participants can 
choose from two different 
events. The 5k run for indi-
vidual runners will begin 
at 8 a.m.; casual runners 
and walkers can take part 
in the Family Fun Run/
Walk at 8:45 a.m.

After the run, partici-
pants are invited to stay 
and enjoy the zoo and its 
animal residents for the 
rest of the day. 

Everyone is encour-
aged to visit the Bronx Zoo’s 
famous Wild Asia Monorail 
where they can see Asian 
elephants, tigers, rhinos, 

and many other Asian spe-
cies. There are many other 
exhibits to visit including 
Tiger Mountain, Madagas-
car!, Congo Gorilla Forest, 
and JungleWorld.

Prizes will be awarded 
to those who meet various 
fundraising goals.

 For $30 in pledges, 
runners will earn a WCS 
Run for the Wild T-shirt; 
$60 earns a Dr. Seuss Hor-
ton Hears a Who pop-up 
book; $125 earns a plush 
elephant; $275 earns a 
Jackrabbit Sports gift 
card ($20); $600 earns an 
elephant-themed tote bag; 
$1,500 earns a VIP break-
fast and a guided ride on 

the Bronx Zoo’s Wild Asia 
Monorail; $3,000 earns a 
special Bronx Zoo animal 
experience. Each incentive 
level achieved includes all 
prizes from the levels be-
low.

The new WCS Run for 
the Wild: World engages 
wildlife enthusiasts from 
around the globe and al-
lows them to make tracks 
for elephants from wher-
ever they are. 

“Virtual” participants 
can run on their own, start 
their own team, support 
teams or participants at 
the WCS Run for the Wild 
event at the Bronx Zoo, or 
even create their own fund-
raising event to contribute 
to WCS’s work to save this 
iconic species.

Those who are unable 
to attend the 5k run/walk 
at the Bronx Zoo can visit 
www.crowdrise.com/WC-
SRunfortheWild to start 
a team, organize a local 
run or another fundrais-
ing event, or donate to help 
WCS save elephants.

Said Calvelli: “The ad-
dition of WCS Run for the 
Wild: World allows wildlife 
supporters from around 
the globe to do their part 
to save wildlife – including 
areas that are on the front 
lines in the fight to save 
elephants. We welcome the 
participation and support 
from around the world and 
anticipate another success-
ful event in New York.”

The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service says that the il-

legal wildlife trade is now 
a multi-billion dollar in-
dustry that threatens thou-
sands of species around the 
world.  Both Asian and Af-
rican elephants are threat-
ened by habitat loss and 
poaching for their ivory. 

The Wildlife Conser-
vation Society works in 
Africa and Asia and across 
the elephant’s native range 
to save wildlife and wild 
places. WCS has a proven 
track record of keeping el-
ephants safe in countries 
across Asia and Africa and 
has been instrumental in 
many of the places where 
elephants thrive. 

Conservationists work 
in partnership with gov-
ernments to establish park-
lands, enforce anti-poach-
ing laws, and monitor and 
track elephant populations. 
The Niassa National Re-
serve in Mozambique, the 
Ituri Forest in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, 
Bukit Barisan Seletan Na-
tional Park in Indonesia, 
and Nagarahole National 
Park in India are a few of 
the places where WCS is 
working with elephants.

This event is expected 
to sell out, so register early.

 For more information, 
to register, or to sponsor a 
runner/team, visit www.
wcs.runforthewild.org. 

To sign up for WCS 
Run for the Wild: World, 
visit www.crowdrise.com/
WCSRunfortheWild.

Signup underway for annual Wildlife Conservation Society run

Run for elephants’ lives at Bronx Zoo

ITEM: Bravo to the 
Judge who halted the Soda 
ban! Is common sense mak-
ing a comeback in society? 
I hope so. This is a big step 
in the right direction. In the 
meantime please eat and 
drink with healthy respon-
sibility but do so in a free 
society where you can make 
your own private choices. 

OVERHEARD IN A 
BRONX BAR: “That guy is 
a human reality show!”

ITEM: Ray DeSerio is a 
singer/songwriter and mu-
sician. He is also one of the 
nicest guys in the Bronx. 
Ray’s new album is coming 
out and Rock on the Bronx 

will be following the story! 
I recently grabbed an inter-
view with Ray. Q: How long 
have you been playing Gui-
tar? “Well I have a photo of 
me playing guitar at age 3 or 
so, but I started to take it se-
riously at 14 or 15 years old. 
I actually started playing 
drums fi rst; John ‘Bonzo’ 
Bonham and Keith Moon 
were my drum mentors. I 
could feel the guitar grow-
ing as my main instrument 
and when we lost Bonzo and 
Moon it was time to switch 
as I just felt the wind go out 
of my sail. Songwriting was 
taking center stage as my 
writing and guitar playing 

continued to grow. Jimmy 
Page, Pete Townshend and 
Joe Perry were my guitar 
mentors so for 10 years I 
simply played and recorded 
all the instrument on my 
songs. Q: Can you tell us 
about the new CD? “The CD 
is going to be called ‘Ray 
DiSerio Songs for Sale Vol. 
1’ It was originally going to 
be a 5 song EP, however I 
started writing some acous-

tic songs as well as a fusion 
song and decided to make 
it a complete CD. The CD 
will have various types of 
Rock Songs. ‘Tights Skirts’ 
is a country rocker with an 
edge while ‘One Minute in 
Hell’ and ‘Days Gone By’ 
are straight forward rock-
ers.  Thanks Ray. More on 
this Bronx musician soon.

ITEM: Catch me doing 
my solo acoustic thing ev-
ery Sunday at the popular 
Jimmy Ryan’s starting in 
April. Jimmy Ryan’s is be-
coming the place for great 
Live Music! Check their 
schedule. Rock on! Rock 
out! RAY DESERIO



4
5

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
  M

a
r

. 2
2

-
2

8
, 2

0
1

3
  

First to cross Throgs Neck Bridge were on bicycles
BY BILL TWOMEY

It was a cold and blus-
tery morning long before 
sunrise when John McNa-
mara Sr. awoke his fourteen 
year old son, Johnny, tell-
ing him to get ready for an 
adventurous trek across the 
East River.  

They both dressed ap-
propriately and coated their 
faces with Vaseline as they 
set out on their bicycles.  
John Sr. was on what he 
referred to as his “plasma 
bike” because he paid for it 
over a period of time by sell-
ing his blood.  

It was a 1953 Armstrong 
with four speeds and his son 
pedaled his 1958 three-speed 
Humber.  They winked as 
they passed the guard shack 
where arrangements had al-
ready been made for the sen-
try to be looking the other 
way as they passed quietly 
and quickly into the dark-
ness.  

The privilege of being 
the first to cross the new 
span was to be a memory 
of a lifetime.  The sun still 
wasn’t up and no one was 

about to watch as the two 
lone cyclists pedaled their 
way to Queens, the first 
to cross the Throgs Neck 
Bridge.  

The spelling of Throggs 
Neck, by the way, always 
had two g’s until the bridge 
was built and one g was lost.  
That’s why the Throggs 
Neck Houses (projects) and 
the local United States Post 
Office branch use two g’s.  
Both were here long before 
the bridge along with a host 
of businesses that have re-
tained the original spelling.

The date was January 
11, 1961 and that year would 
hold other memories for 
Johnny as he was deployed 
to Vietnam on January 11, 
1968 and returned stateside 
on January 11, 1969.  Both he 
and his father, by the way, 
served in the First Army 
and both were in the Pacific.  

John Sr. served in the Phil-
ippines during World War 
II and had some fascinating 
tales to tell.  

When father and son 
returned from their trip 
across the bridge and back, 
they noticed that the work-
men were just setting up 
for the ribbon-cutting cer-
emony.  One of the Clinton’s, 
a local family, is believed 
to have snapped a picture 
of the father and son team 
still smeared with Vaseline 
as they journeyed back to 
Edgewater Park.  

When they arrived 
home Johnny was delighted 
that he’d miss a day of school 
and his father simply said 
“why?” that it was still very 
early and he had plenty of 
time to get ready for school. 
He was crestfallen as a day 
off from classes was a key 
part of the grand adventure.  

John Sr. went off to work 
and John Jr. went off to 
school and both had a story 
to tell of a once in a lifetime 
adventure.  

Many locals were al-
ready lined up waiting to 
be among the first group  to 

drive across the new bridge.  
Angelo and Mamie Mastrar-
rigo were celebrating their 
wedding anniversary on the 
11th so it was a good way to 
begin the day with a fond 
memory that would last a 
lifetime.   

Only two lone cyclists, 
however, could boast of the 
grandest of experiences 
by being the first to cross 
the new 13,400’ suspension 
bridge on that cold blustery 
morning.  

The late Ron Schliessman took this photograph of the opening of the Throgs Neck Bridge on January 
11, 1961.  The large white building on the right is the Bronx Beach and Pool.  Notice the long line of cars 
waiting to be among the first to cross the new span and create a life-time memory and a few bragging 
rights.  Only John McNamara and his son, Johnny, however, could claim to be the first to cross the new 
bridge hours before it officially opened.



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 M
a

r
. 2

2
-

2
8

, 2
0

1
3

   
 4

6

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

Meet the Richards family, some of New York’s Kindest. Eight-year-old Najee asked for a lion or 
a dog for Christmas. His parents opted for the dog. When they visited the shelter in Brooklyn, 
they immediately fell in love with this gentle giant named Leo. It was destiny!
Our nonprofit organization rescues thousands of New York’s homeless and abandoned 
animals each year. Our goal is to place every dog, cat and bunny in a new loving home. But we 
can’t do it without your help.

nycacc.org

Photo by Donna Svennevik © 2013 OUR CITY, OUR SHELTER.

BE ONE OF NEW YORK’S KINDEST:  ADOPT     VOLUNTEER     DONATE

NEW YORK’S KINDEST
The Richards Family, AC&C Adopters 
with Leo

Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

We Also Have Ofiices in Manhattan and Queens
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264
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Evelyn Oliver

Deirdre Scott

Sharlene Brown

Bailey Provetto

Karin O’Connor

 Terri Dambinskas

Rose Florio

Linda Cox

Sana Nasser

Jackie Kyle Kall

Krystal Serrano

Mirian Moses

Deborah Tymon

Sr. Diane Prusinski

Wendy Rodriguez

Nydia R. Edgecombe

Marcia Cameron

Donna Karlson

Dolores Batista

Sandi Lusk

Hope Harley

Roberta Greenberg

Joanne Russo-Rubino

Edith Blitzer

Patricia Williams
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3
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COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

4th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Thursday, June 27, 2013 - 6pm to 10pm

Villa Barone
Manor

727 Throgs Neck Expressway

Full Buffet
Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 13, 2013
(718) 742-3397

FREE PARKING
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BY LYNN GERBINO
It was a great day for 

the community last Sun-
day when the 15th Annual 
Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade took place on 
East Tremont Avenue. 
Beautiful weather, smiling 
faces and wonderful bands 
made the day a beautiful 
gift for all. Congratula-
tions to Grand Marshals 
Joseph McManus and Rose-
mary Lombard and Hon-
ored Clergy Father Stephen 
Norton. pastor of St. Bene-
dict’s Church who led the 
marchers! You made us all 
proud!!!

Our next meeting will 
be on Tuesday, March 26th, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the beauti-
ful Villa Barone Manor....
Our guest speakers will be 
Bob Kapstatter, editor of 
the Bronx Times Reporter; 

Chrys Napolitano of the 
Locust Point CSA; and Ef-
fi e Ardizzone of NYC DEP 
to explain about its new 
program, which will defray 
costs for fi xing sewer and 
water lines in exchange for 
a monthly fee paid by you.

Community News....
Sschool Crossing Guards 

play a vital role in making 
our communities safe for 
children throughout the 
school day. Not only do they 
help children safely cross 
busy intersections on their 
way to and from school, 
but they control traffi c fl ow 
around schools in the morn-
ing, at lunch time, and at 
the end of the school day. At 
this time, the NYPD is inter-
ested in recruiting School 
Crossing Guard candidates 
for all Precincts, includ-
ing the 45th and 49th Pre-

cincts! These part time po-
sitions include good pay at 
$9.88 per hour to start, and 
$12.90 per hour after three 
years of work. Positions 
also include health benefi ts 
with 20 hours or more of 
work per week. If you are 
interested in applying for a 
School Crossing Guard po-
sition, you can visit your lo-
cal precinct, or visit http://
www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/
html/careers/school_cross-
ing_guard.shtml.

 The fi ling deadline for 
taxes is quickly approach-
ing! In conjunction with 

Bronx House, Councilman 
Vacca is sponsoring a free 
tax preparation day on Sat-
urday, March 30th from 
10 AM until 4 PM at Bronx 
House, located at 990 Pel-
ham Parkway South. Tax 
preparers are IRS-certifi ed 
and can help you with all 
your tax-related questions. 
Those who are eligible 
must make $50,000 or less 
in income and have depen-
dents, or $25,000 or less in 
income and have no depen-
dents. Space is limited, so 
those interested in attend-
ing must call to make an 
appointment as soon as pos-
sible. You must also bring 
with you photo identifi ca-
tion, social security cards 
for everyone on the return, 
W2 and/ or 1099 statements 
for all jobs held in 2012, last 
year’s income tax return, 

and documentation and 
care provider tax ID num-
ber if you are claiming child 
care expenses. To reserve a 
seat, place call 718-792-1800, 
extension 226. 

From Councilman 
Vacca:  A very important 
warning!

Over the last month or 
so, residents of both the 
49th and 45th Precincts 
have been concerned over 
mysterious individuals 
posing as Con Edison, Ve-
rizon, and other workers 
who claim they must enter 
your home for “necessary 
repairs.” Unfortunately in 
the past, I have had constit-
uents burglarized as a re-
sult of these imposters who 
distract home owners and 
steal money, jewelry, and 
other valuable products. 
Both precincts are cur-

rently working on this sud-
den spike in these crimes 
and have made some ar-
rests. However, they advise 
all residents to not answer 
the door to any suspicious 
looking men and women 
in Con Edison, Verizon, 
or other uniforms unless 
you have an appointment 
with any of the companies. 
If there are any concerns, 
please call Vito in my of-
fi ce at (718) 931-1721. For any 
emergencies, call 911.

 Senator Jeff Klein is 
sponsoring his 18th annual 
Easter Bunny Breakfast 
and Magic Show on Satur-
day, March 23 from 8:30 to 
10:am at the Villa Barone 
Manor. Registration is re-
quired so please call 800-
718-2039.  The fi rst 300 chil-
dren registered will get to 
make their own bunny.

Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The level of wishful 

thinking about America’s 
safety expressed by both 
government offi cials and 
media pundits alike is both 
ridiculous and dangerous.

   Recently, there have 
been numerous foolish com-
ments from both Washing-
ton and the press praising 
China for publicly criticiz-
ing North Korea’s nuclear 
threats against the U.S., and 
agreeing to U.N. measures 
in response.

China is Pyongyang’s 
(North Korea’s capital) main 
benefactor.  If Beijing didn’t 
want North Korea to be bel-
ligerent against America, it 
could stop them from doing 
so in the amount of time it 

takes to make a phone call.  
China’s agreeing to U.N. 
sanctions or criticisms is lit-
tle more than a smokescreen 
for their continuing support 
of their client state’s actions. 

Both private companies 
and the Department of De-
fense have issued dire warn-
ings about China’s ongoing 
hostile actions against the 
U.S. government and corpo-
rations.

Former Secretary of De-
fense Leon Panetta, discuss-
ing Beijing’s hostile espio-
nage and computer attacks 
on the U.S. stated that the 
United States faces a “cyber 
Pearl Harbor…This is a pre-
9/11 moment…the attackers 
are plotting.”

The Mandiant company 

has recently released a re-
port providing proof that re-
cent assaults against Ameri-
can corporate, civilian, and 
military computer systems 
were the direct work of a 
secretive segment of Chi-
na’s army known as “Unit 
61398,” Based in Shanghai.  
The report details the sys-
tematic theft of “hundreds 
of terabytes” of data from at 
least 141 organizations.

In the past several 
months, computer systems 

used by the White House 
and the Strategic Command 
were attacked, fortunately 
without success, by Unit 
61398. 

National Security 
Agency chief General Keith 
Alexander called China’s es-
pionage efforts “The great-
est transfer of wealth in hu-
man history” as the result 
of decades of research and 
billions of dollars by com-
panies, the Pentagon, and 
other portions of the U.S. 
government were lost to 
China via internet-related 
cyber-theft. The loss is far 
greater than that taken by 
Soviet agents during the 
Cold War, since the internet 
was not as prevalent during 
that period. 

Observers have noted 
that much of the technol-
ogy that has allowed China 
to advance its forces to 
superpower status have 
come from information hi-
jacked through computer 
espionage,      including nu-
clear warhead technology 
for ICBM use and stealth 
fi ghter technology, among 
other  items.

Recently, Rep. Frank 
Wolf (R-Va.) has criticized 
NASA’s Langley Center for 
hiring Chinese nationals 
and allowing them to bring 
advanced technology data 
back to Beijing. 

Early last summer, Gen-
eral Alexander emphasized 
that the U.S. was woefully 
unprepared to both repel 

internet-carried assaults or 
to defend against computer 
espionage.  

Arrayed against this 
threat is CYBERCOM, a 
branch of the Department 
of Defense established in 
2010.  But with its limited 
resources, CYBERCOM can 
only accomplish so much.  
Bipartisan legislation intro-
duced in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and executive 
orders promulgated by the 
White House, will seek to 
add to America’s arsenal of 
response.

 Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
sponsored radio broadcasts, 
and visit our website at co-
mactainc.com. 

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Wow!  Too sick for a 

meeting or even a beer on 
Saint Pat’s but I’m manag-
ing to type away!

   March 10th, our 15th 
Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade down the avenue 
was a big success and the 
beautilful day, I believe, 
was sent to us as something 
special from above.  We had 
a nice showing and the Ko-
rony Post Color Guard was 
fantastic.  I remember do-
ing it years ago and I’m so 
happy to see us back on the 
right track.  Green ascots 
and agulettes for the day - 
nice touch!

   On March 15th, 1919 a 
group of concerned veter-

ans met at what was known 
as the Paris Caucus and 
picked the name American 
Legion for their service 
organization.  Later to be-
come the largest and one 
of the most powerful grass 
roots movement in history, 
the American Legion is 
not always remembered for 
formulating what would be 
called the GI Bill of Rights 
and many vets don’t realize 
it was started by our orga-
nization.  Other veterans 
organizations were actually 
against this form of aid to 
returning vets.  Happy 94th 
Birthday!  *Hand Salute * to 
all of us!

   Don’t forget these two 
important and traditional 

functions; March 22nd, the 
Department of NY Com-
mander will visit down-
state posts, culminating in 
a dinner at the Turner Club 
@7pm.  The cost is $35.00 
per person.  And April 12th 
is the National Command-
er’s visit to NY with a big 
formal dinner at Antun’s 
in Queens, reservations re-
quired.  Look sharp people!

   Our 3rd Sunday meet-
ing will be on April 21st at 
11am at ATNY, the Turner 

Club.  Coffee, snacks, etc.
Until Next Time: An-

other statistic, the amount 
of young troopers commit-
ting suicide is beyond un-
acceptable.  Let’s get with 
it and see how we can, as 
a small post in a big sys-
tem, help out.  The wife 

and I stopped to recruit a 
member and just say Hi 
and were told the person’s 
signifi cant other couldn’t 
joint the Legion because 
he had killed himself, and 
one friend’s son was in such 
fi erce combat, he may never 
be the same!  We have a lot 

of work to do and it requires 
us to look outside the box of 
traditional Legion activi-
ties and be the creative Ko-
rony Post we have always 
been know to be.  We are 
constantly evolving in our 
service mission, can we do 
it?  I know so! 

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!



4
9

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
  M

a
r

. 2
2

-
2

8
, 2

0
1

3
  

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Our sympathies and con-

dolences go out to the fam-
ily of Hector Raven who re-
cently passed away. Hector 
was a member of this Post 
and a Korean War Vet.

 Here is some more no-
tables in uniform info: Paul 
Newman served in the Pa-
cifi c with the Navy. Ed Mc 
Mahon was a Marine Corps 
pilot also in the Pacifi c. 
Walter Matthau was a ra-
dio man/gunner with the 
Army Air Force. Charlton 
Heston also served in the 
Brown Air Force and rose 
to the rank of Sergeant. Jack 
Lemmon served in the Navy 
as an Ensign in WWII. Mon-
tel Williams and Jonathon 
Winters both served in the 
Marines. Johnny Carson 

served in the Navy. Charles 
Bronson  fl ew 25 missions 
as a tail gunner in the Air 
Force. Alan Alda not only 
played a Korean War M.D. 
but served a six month hitch 
as a gunnery offi cer in the 
real confl ict. More to come. 
This was contributed by 
long time Post 620 member 
Clorindo Nieves.

 There is a new phone tree 
at the V. A. Eye Clinic. After 
dialing the main number, 
dial extension 6482 or 6483 
and a bunch of press this or 
that to connect to the dis-

pensary, contact pharmacy, 
make, cancel or reschedule 
appointments, etc.

 A Second Annual Bake 
Sale is being held Friday, 
April 2, 2013 from 5:30-9:30

at the Throgg’s Neck Me-
morial Post 1456. All Pro-
ceeds go the Autism Speaks. 
So, go on out and lend a 
hand.

 Trivia Time!!
 On March 11, 2011, The 

earthquake and tsunami hit 
Japan. 

The Girls Guides ( Now 
the Girl Scouts) was founded 
on March 12, 1912.

 “Uncle Sam” debuted as 
a cartoon on March 13, 1852.

 Julius Caesar was killed 
on the Ides of March 44 BC.

 Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless. 

Temple Hatikva’S com-
munity Passover Seder will 
be held this Sunday, March 
24 at 5:30 p.m at the syna-
gogue.  There will be a read-
ing of the special Temple 
Hatikva Hagaddah, along 
with a full, Kosher Pass-
over meal.  The cost for the  
Seder is only $25 per per-
son, and reservations must 
be made immediately!.  

To reserve your seat(s), 
call (718) 792-1109 right now, 
or send e-mail to Temple-
Hatikva@aol.com.  Seating 
is strictly limited and res-
ervations will now be ac-

Seder at Temple Hatikva
cepted on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis.

All Jewish households 
are required to “sell” their 
non-Passover food (chometz) 
prior to the holiday.  Temple 
Hatikva has made arrange-
ments for all households to 
“sell” their chometz.  

To fulfi ll the command-
ment of only having Pass-
over food for this holiday, 
you may store all your non-
Passover items separately 
in your home.  

Send a payment of $18 to 
Temple Hatikva, 1526 Wil-
liamsbridge Road, Bronx, 

New York 10461, and we will 
insure that your “chometz” 
is sold in the traditional 
manner and that you may 
again utilize it after the 
Passover holiday.  Call im-
mediately at (718) 792-1109 
to make the appropriate 
arrangements, as time is 
short.  No chometz may be 
owned after the morning of 
March 25.

Temple Hatikva is lo-
cated at 2440 Esplanade. If 
you need more information, 
call Temple Hatikva at (718) 
792-1109 or e-mail Temple-
Hatikva@aol.com

City Island Library March events
March Programs at the 

City Island Library:
CHILDREN’S PRO-

GRAMS-  MARCH 2013
Read Aloud Story Time 

Read aloud picture books: 
Every Thursday, at 3:30 P.M. 
Ages 4-10. 

Dr. Seuss Rollicking 
tales The program includes: 
“Green Eggs and Ham”, “The 
Cat in the Hat”, “Horton 
Hatches An Egg” and “Ye-
rtle the Turtle” all brought 
“to life with props, puppets 
and lots of audience partici-
pation. Presented by award-
winning storyteller 

LuAnn Adams. For ages 4 
to 6 years old.  Friday March 
29th at 3:00 P.M.

YOUNG ADULT PRO-

GRAMS-MARCH 2013
“Yu-Gi-Oh” Every 

Wednesday at 3:30 P.M.
Sneak-A-Snack, This will 

include a variety of different 
activities. Every weekday af-
ter school.

 ADULT PROGRAMS-
MARCH 2013 

Introduction to the Inter-
net: Ongoing Tuesday morn-
ings from 10:00 A.M.-12:00 
noon. Please pre-register.

Resume Writing Work-
shop /  On-Line Job Search 
Ongoing Wednesday morn-
ings from 10 A.M.-12:00 noon. 
Please pre-register. A fl ash 
drive to save your work is 
highly recommended. 

  SPECIAL EVENT: Ms 
Gail Hitt Presents: How to 

Write Your Memoirs. A First 
for the City Island Library. 
Memoirs are very popular 
topics for reading. Just check 
any biography section in a li-
brary or book store and there 
are always some books on the 
best seller list. Why not write 
your own experiences? This 
creative writing workshop 
will give you ideas and tools 
to create a unique memoir 
of your life, in the form of a 
lively story. Saturday March 
23rd at 2:00 PM.

ASPCA SPAY & NEUTER 
VAN: WED., MARCH 27th

All programs are free. 
The library is at 320 City Is-
land Avenue and Bay Street.

 For more information, 
call18-885-1703.

BY EDITH BLITZER
On March 12th, the Pel-

ham Parkway Neighbor-
hood Association (PPNA) 
had our third General As-
sembly meeting of 2013, as 
always at Bronx House at 
990 Pelham Parkway South. 
At the meeting we were 
proud to announce our 2nd 
Annual Fundraiser. 

Our fi rst fundraiser 
was a huge success for us, 
and the individuals who 
were honored by us were 
more than deserving of the 
honor. 

This year is no different, 
as we honor three important 
members of our community. 
Our honorees are New York 
Senator Jeff Klein, 49th Pct. 
Council President & Chair-
man of the White Plains Rd. 
B.I.D. JosephThompson, 
and community Activist 
Sonny Vataj. 

All three of these men 
are important visible mem-
bers of the Pelham Park-
way community and we are 
proud to honor such indi-
viduals. 

The fundraiser will be 
at Maestro Catering on 
1703 Bronxdale Avenue on 
Thursday May 16, from 6 
to 11 p.m. For further infor-
mation, including pricing 
per person, please contact 
us at 718-863-8552. Please 
respond before May 1st as 
seating is limited.

As anyone who has at-
tended one of our meetings 
know one of the major con-
cerns that get brought up 
repeatedly is the justice 
system in the Bronx, partic-
ularly as it concerns repeat 
offenders and criminals 
who seem to ‘get a slap on 
the wrist’. 

It is with these thoughts 
in mind that we invited our 
two guests, the Hon. Doug-
las E. McKeon, who is the 

Administrative Judge of 
Bronx County and his co-
hort the Hon. Robert Tor-
res, who is the Deputy 
Administrative Judge of 
Bronx County. Both men 
have many years of experi-
ence in the Bronx’s courts 
and as such had a lot of in-
formation to impart to our 
assembly. 

We were also happy to 
have an unplanned guest 
the 49th Precinct’s Captain 
Johnson, who provided info 
on some recent police do-
ings in our community and 
provided auxiliary info, to 
give the police side of our 
justice system.

One of the issues that 
the Judges addressed early 
in the meeting was an is-
sue that is dear to the heart 
of our Chairperson Mrs. 
Edith Blitzer and that is 
graffi ti. In particular we 
are always displeased when 
young kids get community 
service for committing this 
crime (usually cleaning up 
graffi ti) and must perform 
this service in other com-
munities. 

We feel that the commu-
nity service should be per-
formed in the community 
that was vandalized,with 
an emphasis on cleaning 
up the particular graffi ti 
that was done by the indi-
vidual whom committed 
the crime. 

The Hon. McKeon 
seemed receptive to this 
idea and assured us he 
would be willing to put 
together such a program 

withpolitical support. We 
hope to have some info in 
the future about this, and 
will provide updates.

The main theme of the 
meeting had to do with 
backlogs in our court sys-
tem. 

As both Judges asserted 
the Bronx County court-
house is the busiest in 
America. 

However the Judges 
made a point to say that this 
backlog does not necessar-
ily indicate that crime is 
higher in the Bronx than 
other places, but merely 
was due to administrative 
issues, that have allowed 
cases to fester in the system 
for years. 

The Judges informed us 
of the ways they arebattling 
this issue. 

They bought in a judge 
to handle negotiations and 
pleas, are working over-
time, and are working more 
hours since the 1st of this 
year to complete this back-
log.

Overall the meeting was 
very informative and in fact 
went over our allotted time. 
The Judges obviously know 
their profession and gave 
us information about our 
court system that we either 
didn’t know or weremisin-
formed about. 

We touched on many is-
sues, but not all and with 
this in mind we would love 
to have both judges back at 
some future date. Speak-
ing of future dates, our next 
meeting will be April 9th. 

We do not have informa-
tion on our guest yet but 
we will let the community 
know as soon as we do. 

Keep up with us on our 
Facebook page (simply 
search for our page on Face-
book) for further informa-
tion.            

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
I indulged my garden-

ing desires by spending a 
morning with my garden 
journal, sketching out this 
year’s plan, noting where 
things have been planted in 
the previous years so that I 
can make sure I am rotat-
ing my “crops”.  I reviewed 
my seed packages and found 
that this year I don’t need to 
buy any.   Instead, I ordered 
some root stock to expand 
our asparagus bed.    I’m 
not growing eggplant this 
year because it never does 
well and we get plenty from 
the CSA.  We don’t get as-
paragus from the CSA, so it 
seemed like a good garden-
ing investment.   

Being a member of a CSA 
is great way to have access 
to many seasonal, local veg-
etables and fruit, but there 
are some things we don’t get 
from the Kavakos Family of 
Stoneledge Farms.  For ex-
ample, besides asparagus, 
we don’t get corn, sweet po-
tatoes or mushrooms.  Well, 
until recently you could not 
get mushrooms.  Deb from 
Stoneledge let us know last 
week that they are add-
ing an optional mushroom 
share to the other optional 

shares of fruit and coffee.  
Once we have the details, 
I’ll fi ll you in, but in the 
meantime, don’t forget to go 
to www.stoneledgefarmny.
com if you’d like to join the 
Locust Point CSA.

If you were a member of 
the CSA in 2012, don’t for-
get to sign up for this year.  
Last year was our fi rst 
year and it was quite a suc-
cess.  However, while many 
members have told me that 
they can’t wait for the fi rst 
distribution in June, I have 
heard from two members so 
far that said that while they 
enjoyed the CSA, it “just 
wasn’t for them”.  It’s true, 
for some people, joining a 
CSA is not the best option.  
With a CSA, you must pick 
up your share of produce at 
a specifi c time every week 
and you get what the farmer 
has harvested.  For some 
families, their schedule 
during the summer is not 
consistent and getting to the 
distribution was a problem 
for some and we frequently 
had to pack up their share, 
make phone calls to remind 
them and hoping they col-
lected their produce from 
my front porch the next 
morning.  

If you can work within 
the framework of how a 
CSA operates, it’s great.  
If you can’t, then the next 
best thing is having access 
to a local Farmer’s Market.  
Just like how the best part 
of a CSA is the “Community 
Support” part, the key to a 
successful Farmer’s Mar-
ket is community too.  At 
Brooklyn’s East New York 
Farms, the community not 
only represents the people 
who purchase from this 
very successful market, but 
they are the growers too.  In 
1998, the area of East New 
York was the epitome of 
urban blight, high crime, 
high unemployment and 
disaffected youth but with 
a plethora of community 
gardens.  And so they com-
bined their efforts and cre-
ated East New York Farms 
which uses a variety of out-
reach methods to reach all 
ages, an attempt to achieve 
social justice through the 

growing of food. 
By providing a safe green 

space for elderly adults and 
for children to use the mar-
ket’s fi rst objective was to 
bring community together.  
Combined with programs 
for teenagers that teaches 
them not only how to grow 
food, but important busi-
ness and entrepreneurial 
skills they accomplished 
other goals as well.  They 
started in 1998 with two 
gardeners and now their 
farmer’s market includes 
three regional farmers, 11 
local vendors and 23 local 
gardeners - a network of 
backyard and community 
gardeners that grow and 
sell produce - they not only 
offer economic opportunity 
to community members, but 
access to some very hard to 
fi nd items like Carribean 
specialty crops such as kar-
ela, bora and callaloo.  Ac-
cording to the 2012 Five 
Borough Farm Study, these 
local gardeners earn an av-
erage of $4,000 per year at 
the market, which serves 
over 14,000 people.   I don’t 
know about you, but $4,000 
is nothing to sneeze at.

I am however, tired of 
hearing about all the won-

derful adventures in urban 
agriculture that are hap-
pening in Brooklyn.  Not 
only markets such as East 
New York Farms, but roof-
top farms and artisanal pro-
viders abound there.  The 
Bronx needs to step it up!  

For those of you who live 
in or frequent City Island, 
you may have stopped at 
the fl edgling Farmer’s Mar-
ket that started last year.  I 
know we did and we struck 
up a conversation with the 
proprietor, Paul Prilucik 
for quite a while.  He was 
thrilled to know that I was 
an avid gardener and local 
food advocate, so he walked 
us over to the back area of 
the market and introduced 
us to his chickens.  He said 
he wanted to create a mar-
ket that sold local produce 
and was very interested 
in working with backyard 
farmers like me.  A few 
weeks ago, I spoke to Jamie, 
a very nice woman who will 
be running the market for 
Paul this year.  

The City Island Farm-
er’s Market starts on March 
30 will be open seven days 
a week.  They are actively 
looking for vendors and 
want to work with local 

suppliers.  Please contact 
Jamie at jmaeliiec@yahoo.
com and “Farmer’s Market” 
in the subject line when you 
send the email.  If you are a 
beekeeper, if you have back-
yard chickens (both activi-
ties are legal in NYC) give 
them a call.  If you have a 
huge fi g tree or pear tree 
and you never can eat all 
the fruit, consider selling it 
to the market instead of let-
ting it go to waste.  If you are 
an avid home cook and have 
ever thought about starting 
your own small food busi-
ness, here’s the perfect op-
portunity and market to 
give it a start.  If nothing 
else, stop by the market one 
day and see what they have 
on offer.  

If you have any ques-
tions about the CSA or any 
other issues I’ve discussed, 
feel free to contact me at 
cnapolitano@netzero.net.  
We will be out and about 
promoting the CSA in the 
coming weeks.  We will be 
at the Throggs Neck Hom-
eowners Association meet-
ing on March 26 and at the 
Waterbury LaSalle Health 
Fair on April 11.  Hope to 
see you there!

Bronx Park East Community Association news
BY KENNY AGOSTO

AND DONAL HOLWAY
All over America, gun vi-

olence preoccupies a nation.
GET THE GUNS OFF 

THE STREET!  That is the 
bold message B.P.E.C.A. 
sent elected offi cials and po-
lice. As our representatives 
in government debate ways 
to get a tougher grip on gun 
control while fi nding a bal-
ance between public safety 
and the Second Amendment. 
81 community members sur-
rounding Bronx Park East 
braved a chilly Friday eve-
ning, gathered to hear a large 
diverse panel of experts, 
elected offi cials, clergy, po-
lice, and community leaders 
discuss all the facets of gun 
violence with an array of 
community generated poten-
tial solutions.

Bronx District Attorney 
Robert Johnson explained 
how he is changing the way 
his offi ce prosecutes gun 
cases and answered many 
questions.  Professors John 
Small and Edgar Tyson of 
Monroe College School of 
Criminal Justice enlight-

ened us with fresh perspec-
tives on the causes for the 
proliferation of guns in the 
hands of our youths citing 
criminal and mental health 
research.  Bronx Christian 
Fellowship’s pastor, Rever-
end Que English, founder 
of The Bronx Clergy Round 
Table, cited sobering sta-
tistics involving gangs and 
guns and need for parents to 
be more involved with their 
children. N.Y.C.H.A. Bronx 
North Council Chair, Herma 
Williams spoke eloquently 
of the need for civic engage-
ment and more unifi ed com-
munity entrenchment.

Our keynote speaker, New 
York State Senate President 
Pro Tempore, Sen. Jeffrey 
Klein thoroughly explained 
the provisions of New York’s 
Safe Gun Control Act, which 
he sponsored.  Sen. Klein an-
swered questions from the 
audience and other panelists 
on issues such as gun maga-
zine capacity. Council Mem-
ber Jimmy Vacca expressed 
his support for law enforce-
ment. The panel was also 
joined by Assembly Mem-

ber Mark Gjonaj, Lieutenant 
Luis Torres of 1 Police Plaza, 
and Captain Lorenzo “Andy” 
Johnson, Commander of 
the 49th Precinct who vig-
orously defended the way to 
properly apply the “Stop and 
Frisk” tool. 

Gary Axelbank star of  
Bronx Net’s “Bronx Talk” 
moderated the discussion 
skillfully bringing in each 
panelists’ comments and 
keeping audience questions/
comments brief and to the 
point.  Raphael Schweizer 
and Kenny Agosto, chair and 
vice chair of B.P.E.C.A. spoke 
of the many planned beauti-
fi cation and cultural projects 
of the organization. They led 
the fi nal hour to opening up 
the microphone for a lively 
and goal oriented  discussion 
of solutions with all present.  
“This was our fi rst forum, 
but it certainly won’t be our 
last.” Raphael said.

B.P.E.C.A. would like to 
thank D.A. Johnson, Sen. 
Klein, and all the panel-
ists for their participation. 
We also thank the staff and 
residents of CenterLight for 

hosting this ground-break-
ing forum in their space; 
Professors Tyson & Small, 
and Monroe College School 
of Criminal Justice for their 
co-sponsorship; Ann Lar-
rier and the Offi ce of Senator 
Ruth Hassell-Thompson for 
providing crucial logistical 
support; Gary Axelbank for 
graciously moderating the 

event; and Team B.P.E.C.A.: 
Hazel Miura, Donal Hol-
way, Francine Ruh, Cecilia 
Smoker, Ralph and Nadeara 
Dunniehigh for all their 
hard work.

For a link to download 
an audio recording of the fo-
rum, please email B.P.E.C.A. 
AT: BxParkEast@gmail.

com .  Our next meeting 
will be held on Thursday, 
April 11th at 7:00pm at Cen-
terlight Healthcare Center 
located at: 2401 White Plains 
Road at Waring Avenue. For 
more information call or text 
B.P.E.C.A. at: 347.654.7044.

Until then, stand up and 
speak up for your commu-
nity!

Bronx D.A. Robert Johnson explains active gun prosecution policy to (l-) Bronx Talk’s Gary Axelbank; 
B.P.E.C.A. chair, Raphael Schweizer, vice chair, Kenny Agosto; Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj; and NYPD 
Captain Lorenzo Johnson.
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BY MARCIA PAVLICA
 Have we seen the last 

fl urries of Winter?  And now 
they are forecasting more 
fl urries and showers... 

Last week many of us re-
membered the Blizzard of 
“83”, now 30 years ago, when 
we didn’t see a City plow for 
4 days, when mild weather 
followed immediately on 
the fi fth day, and the roofs of 

our snow forts caved in and 
snowman shrunk to a fl oat-
ing puddle of red carrot, top 
hat and wet stringy scarf. 
Puddles became rivers and 
house pumps replaced the 
sound of snow blowers.  We 
greeted Spring as we will 
again this year...”Hurry up, 
Spring, come for real.”

Our meeting dues for 
2013 are now all squared 

away with renewals, those 
welcomed back from other 
years, and new members 
who have just joined.  

With special thanks to 

Anne De. for keeping track 
of this annual income, and 
of our expenses.  The num-
bers have a special magic 
to them in Anne’s capable 
hands and her end of the 
year report has all the i’s 
dotted and all of t’s crossed.  
I sure wish she could help 
me with my IRS tax forms!

Our next meeting is 
scheduled for Wednesday, 

March 27 at 7:30 p.m. Our 
guest speaker will be our 
own New York State Assem-
blyman Mike Benedetto, on 
“Spring Break” from the 
sessons om Albany.  If you 
have questions and con-
cerns about our commu-
nity and our State, please 
join us for the evening.  The 
meeting will be held in the 
cafeteria of the Villa Ma-

ria Academy, 3335 Country 
Club Road, the one story 
building on the left as you 
enter their campus.

To our members, Happy 
Passover, Happy Easter, 
and we hope Happy Spring!

And as always, Your 
home extends beyond your 
property line.  Take pride 
in your community.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next meeting will 

be on April 11 at 7:30 p.m. 
at P.S. 14.  We are planning 
a Health Fair.  With the 
changes in our healthcare 
system it is even more im-
portant that we learn ways 
to keep ourselves healthy 
and out of the doctor’s of-
fi ce and certainly out of the 
hospital.

 Did you ever hear the say-
ing, “The hospital is no place 
for a sick person.”?  That’s par-
ticularly true when it comes 
to drug-resistant superbugs 
that cause deadly bacterial 
infections.  Recently, federal 
offi cials reported an alarm-
ing rise in hospital infections 
from a rare, almost untreat-
able microbe.

This new superbug is 

called CRE and it is resis-
tant to nearly all last-resort 
drugs.  It is very diffi cult 
to treat and those who are 
infected with it can need 
treatment for a year until 
they test negative to the 
bacteria.  Of course, there 
is still MRSA and other 
bugs that you would want 
to avoid.

Yes, it’s scary and that is 
why we must be informed.  
There are steps we can take 
to protect ourselves and 
some are very simple.  If 
you are in the hospital you 
must insist that anyone 
touching you washes their 
hands fi rst. Do not take 
their word that their hands 
are clean.  Insist that their 
hands be washed in front of 
you.  Don’t be embarrassed.  

Your polite insistence may 
save your life.  Make sure 
to wash your own hands 
after touching your meal 
tray, the rails on your bed, 
the phone, the light switch 
in the bathroom, etc.  Bring 
your own container of wipes 
and clean everything that 
you come in contact with.

If you need to have an in 
dwelling catheter for your 
hospital stay, make sure 
it is changed every week.  
Also, make sure that it is at-
tached to your bed rails and 

never placed on the fl oor!
Of course, the best way 

to avoid these super bugs 
is to stay out of the hospi-
tal.  At our Health Fair we 
are going to try to help you 
do just that.  We will pres-
ent interesting ways to stay 
healthy.  You will fi nd out 
how, where and when is the 
best time to take your blood 
pressure.  You will learn 
how to perform the Heim-
lich maneuver on yourself 
and your loved ones.  Do 
you drink diet soda?  After  
you attend this meeting, I 
bet you’ll think twice before 
guzzling another diet Pepsi!  
Have you heard that you 
are what you eat?  Well, So-
crates said, “Let food be thy 
medicine.”  We will show 
you how to combat ailments 

with food instead of medi-
cine.  You will also learn 
how to make smoothies that 
will give you energy and 
help you lose weight.    

Don’t miss this informa-
tive and fun meeting.  Mark 
April 11th on your calen-
dar and please invite your 
friends to this meeting.

We will also be sharing 
old-fashioned home rem-
edies with you.  Many of 
these remedies are tried 
and true.  We have been 
doing research and found 
many remedies that even 
doctors say are worth a try.  
If you have any remedies 
that were passed down in 
your family, please let us 
know and we will include 
them in our column.

Here are two that I know 

to be very helpful.  If you 
have a urinary tract infec-
tion, combine 1 tsp. of olive 
oil and 1 tsp. of garlic juice 
in a small glass of cran-
berry juice.  Drink it 3X a 
day before each meal until 
the symptoms go away.  

If you have high blood 
pressure one way to lower 
it is to practice deep breath-
ing.  Close your eyes, relax 
and breathe in through your 
nose as deeply and slowly as 
you can then slowly release 
the breath through your 
mouth.  Do this for at least 
10 minutes 2X a day.

We’d love to share your 
tried and true old fashioned 
remedy.  Bring it to the next 
meeting, call us or e-mail 
us.  Let’s learn and have 
some fun!

BY ANITA VALENTI
On Thursday, March 14, 

Pelham Bay Taxpayers & 
Civic Association  held our 
meeting at the former Pel-
ham Bay General Hospital 
on St. Paul Avenue. Both 
Michael of Senator Kleins 
offi ce and Elaine of Assem-
blyman  Benedetto”s of-
fi ce attended our meeting. 
Michael informed us that 
in January, Senator Klein 
was elected as Co-President 
PRO-Temp and shares the 
leadership of New York 
State  with Republican 
Senator Dean Skelos giv-
ing them great power in 
Albany. Hopefully, His very 
successful graffi ti removal 
will begin soon>

. We want to thank Mi-
chael Grubiak for taking 
over the duties of John 
Doyle. We miss John but 
know that he will be very 
successful in his new ca-

reer. We also wish Dana 
Carraturo good health, 
success and joy in her new 
duties in Albany. Assem-
blyman Benedetto is Chair-
man of Veterans Commit-
tee.

 I will be calling Elaine 
to confi rm that the Metro 
Van will be in front of 
Chase Manhattan Bank ev-
ery week. I will confi rm the 
time because as I was com-
ing out of Chase Manhat-
tan Bank a woman said she 
was in front of the bank but 
no metro van. However the 
van was there and left at 3 
p.m. The woman had gotten 
there shortly after 3 p.m.

  As the huge buildings 
rise higher and higher on 
the former swamp by the 
Huthinson River Parkway 
we have been informed that 
the 911 Center will be com-
plete within three to four 
years with the addition of 

the Marriott hotel. As I look 
out my window, I can no 
longer view the beautiful 
fi re red sunset me and my 
neighbors enjoyed looking 
at. Progress--&^#$^*@??? 
Pelham Bay is beginning 
to look like downtown Man-
hattan. 

  Our Borough Presi-
dent Diaz is gung ho on the 
Metro North Train mak-
ing stops at Co-op City and 
Morris Park Ave. However, 
I was speaking to friends in 
Westchester who ride Metro 
North to Manhattan and 
could not believe what they 
pay to ride the Metro down-
town. A lot more than the 

subway. $22.00 round trip 
at peak hours and $15.00 off 
peak. However, I’m sure it 
will be less from Co-op City 
and Morris Park.

 Many who attended our 
meeting were from St. Paul 
Avenue and voiced their 
concerns about the men-
tally challenged adults liv-
ing at the Pelham Grand. 

  Dr. Ades and his great 
staff are continually moni-
toring their clients and giv-
ing them great care and 
being quick to address any 
concerns from our com-
munity. Dr. Ades informed 
us that work is continuing 
forward at the former resi-
dence of the SUS clients 
which was destroyed by an 
8 foot surge by hurricane 
Sandy.

  He also sent a letter to 
Ken Kearn of Community 
Board 10 informing the 
board that the building is 

equipped with 24-7 security 
from 8 A.M to 8 P.M.  Also, 
the owner of Pelham Grand, 
checked out everyone of the 
groups who were interested 
in occupying the building 
and found that SUS was the 
best deal for him and the 
community. SUS has been 
at Rockaway for 18 years 
and no one from the com-
munity was ever harmed.

  Blink our eyes and it 
will be six, seven months 
later and the clients will 
happily be back at 

Rockaway  When SUS 
leaves, who will be the next 
tenant??? If I read correctly, 
Simione Construction will 
be building at the former 
Pathmark store, a building 
to house medical students 
studying at Montefi ore 
Hospital. For our commu-
nity, we would have pre-
ferred if Montefi ore would 
have rented or purchased 

the Pelham Grand for the 
medical students. We are 
still hoping that it will be  
assisted living clients mov-
ing in.

  We are upset that 
QUALITY DINER in our 
community will soon be 
closing down. We are glad 
that Florsheim has moved 
into the former Catania 
shoe store. We wish the new 
owners lots of success

 Our next Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers meeting will be 
held at St. Theresa’s cafete-
ria. Date and time will be 
listed in  Joe Oddo’s column 
next week. Your dues of 
$10 that include the Bronx 
Times Reporter mailed 
to your home can be paid 
at our April meeting or 
mailed to Pelham Bay Tax-
payers & Civic Association,  
Post Offi ce Box # 610233, 
Bronx, N.Y. 10461

TO LIST ALL UPCOMING EVENTS OR FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 742-3386
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue • Bronx, NY 10462

George Farr • Funeral Director
“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

School may be possible future for Pelham Bay Grand
From page 1

Avenue. 
Several incarnations to 

the building were consid-
ered but never took off, in-
cluding a senior living facil-
ity and luxury apartments.  

These days the building 
functions as a temporary 
supportive housing facil-
ity for Superstorm Sandy-
ravaged residents from 
Queens.  

But now a city Depart-
ment of Education spokes-
man confirmed that dis-
cussions are underway, 
while Vacca added that 
they are still in the prelimi-
nary stages, with no deal 
“signed” or “sealed” just 
yet.

“The SCA is now in se-
rious discussion with the 
owner of the Pelham Bay 
hospital building to use the 
building as an elementary 
school to relieve overcrowd-
ing at PS 71,” said Vacca. 
“These discussions have 
been taking place for sev-
eral months. They are still 

discussions, and there are 
no conclusions.”

The purchase would be 
consistent with a city DOE 
five-year capital plan that 
calls for adding 375 new 
school seats in the Pelham 
Bay and Throggs Neck area, 
said Vacca. 

He suggested the site 
to DOE and SCA officials 
about a year ago, but other 
locations around the area 
were also looked at, includ-
ing some closer to PS 71 
and PS 14, he said. In recent 
years, overutilizing of PS 
71 has led to a reduction in 
enrollment for some kinder-
garten classes to accommo-
date upper grades. 

But don’t expect to see 
any school at the building 
anytime very soon, said 
Vacca. 

“They cautioned that if 
this does happen, it is not 
going to happen overnight, 
because the building would 
have to be totally reno-
vated,” said Vacca. “So you 
could be looking at two to 

three years until a school is 
brought in there.”

DOE’s interest in the 
Pelham Grand was news to 
Dr. Yves Ades, head of Ser-
vices for the UnderServed, 
the nonprofit currently 
housing five dozen support-
ive housing tenants in the 
seven-story building while 
their Hurricane Sandy-
damaged residence in Far 
Rockaway, Queens is being 
repaired.  

Ades has said SUS ex-
pects to return to their 
newly repaired Queens res-
idence as late as September 
this year.  

“We’re still within the 
timeframe,” said Ades, add-
ing it’s been relatively quiet 
since SUS settled into the 
Grand back in January.  

A community advisory 
board has been formed to 
establish a conversation 
between the neighborhood 
folks and SUS staffers.  

Initial reaction from 
community leaders to the 
idea of a elementary school 

at the location was cautious 
but positive. 

“In this case, when 
[Councilman Vacca] said a 
grammar school, we said 
yes,” said Andrew Chirico, 
board member of the Water-
bury-LaSalle Community 
Association. “This is one 
of the ideas we had for this 
building.”

Chirico said the com-
munity needs the school 

seats and this could allevi-
ate pressure at PS 71, where 
mobile classrooms now take 
up part of the schoolyard.

Both he and Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers president Anita 
Valenti said that the idea of 
a school - as long as it is not 
a high school - would be a 
good choice for the location, 
as would senior housing. 

“I think that an elemen-

tary school would be less 
of a problem than a high 
school,” said Valenti. “Some-
one will always object to 
anything that goes into that 
building. It is there and we 
have to deal with it.” 

Valenti added that her 
first choice for the building 
would be senior housing, 
but a close second would be 
an elementary school. 

Judge orders tax lien sale of Pelham Parkway Stables property
From page 1

the two horses currently 
housed on the property will 
have to be moved.

 Where’s Rusty?
That includes Rusty, the 

famed steed that became a 
symbol of alleged animal 
cruelty, with neighborhood 
activists demanding owner 
Buster Marengo take better 
care of the horse.  But the 
ASPCA checked Rusty out 
and found him just fine. 

These days it’s unclear 
whether Marengo gave up 
the horse. He hung up when 
a reporter phoned him, 
and his attorney, Aniello 
Grimaldi, did not return re-
peated phone calls.

As of last week two 
horses remained on the 
property in a trailer at-
tached to the condemned 
small white brick stable.

Court-appointed attor-
ney Edmond Pryor will 
conduct the future auction, 
to take place on any given 
Monday at 2 p.m. inside the 
Bronx County Courthouse.  

Buyers need to hand over 
a 10% deposit at the auction, 

though MOL Realty Co. can 
keep ownership if they pay 
the tax lien in full on the 
auction date.   

Legal notices
Legal notice ads will be 

posted in the The Bronx 
Times Reporter and The 
New York Law Journal two 
weeks before the auction. 
Bank of New York, which 
holds the tax lien certificate 
from the City of New York, 
can buy the property itself 
or auction it off to the high-
est bidder.  

Once a winning bidder 
is picked, they will assume 
ownership of the property 
that sits next to two empty 
lots owned by Pelham Park-
way Towers LLC.  The com-
pany had planned to build a 
seven-story, 91-unit housing 
complex dubbed Pelham 
Parkway Towers, but that 
plan is now dormant. 

Neighborhood activists 
contend efforts to relocate 
the horse were just a ploy 
related to expand the tow-
ers.  

Bad History 
The property was a thriv-

ing horse academy in the 

1980’s, dubbed Cy’s Pelham 
Parkway Riding Academy. It 
was owned by Peter Ciaffa, 
who since passed away.

Ownership was then 
transferred to Marengo, 
who has since hired a law-
yer and refused to talk to 
the press.    

The stables drew ma-
jor media attention in 
September, 2012 when 
elected officials and ani-
mal rights groups rallied to 
get “Rusty” out of the con-
demned stable and moved 
to a better home.

“It’s a sad day that we 
no longer have the stables,” 
said Joanne Rubino, Com-
munity Board 11 member, 
who said it was “hard to sit 
through all the allegations 
that were made from people 
who were for the stable or 
against the stable.”

“If the stables could be 
run by someone who can 
manage them and have 
a viable business, then it 
will be a viable thing to the 
neighborhood,” said Ru-
bino. “Is that going to hap-
pen? No. Could it happen? I 
don’t know.”

Two horses remain in a trailer attached to the run down stables at 1680 Pelham Parkway south, their 
fate unknown.
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www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 742-3386



Bruce Jenkins (SF Chroni-
cle) brought back some memo-
ries: “Do you remember the 
fi rst time? Working that brand-
new glove until the pocket felt 
just right? Perhaps you still 
have it, stashed in a closet 
somewhere. If a cherished 
glove ever became part of your 
life, you have a connection 
with countless big-leaguers 
who play a little kid’s game.

It’s the glove that reveals the 
innocence. Ask a ballplayer 
about the opposing team, a 
controversial incident or even 
his neighborhood, maybe he 
backs off a little. Mention the 
glove and you’ve gone straight 
to the heart.                                                                  

Duane Kuiper, a fl ashy and 
acrobatic second baseman 
when he played for the Cleve-
land Indians, used the same 
Wilson 2000 glove throughout 
his 12-year career. “If some-
body told me at 2 o’clock I’d 
have to use a new glove in the 
game that night, I wouldn’t 
have played,” he said. “That 
glove was like my life. One 
night around 1977-78, about 
fi ve minutes before we took the 
fi eld, somebody on my team 
hid my glove. I went out there 
with someone else’s, and as the 
baseball gods would have it, I 
kicked the fi rst ball hit to me. 

“I was so pissed, nobody had 
the nerve to tell me who did it. 
But when I got back to the dug-
out after that inning, the glove 
was there waiting for me.”
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Continued on Page 61

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Fannie Lou Hamer captures 
fi rst ever PSAL hoops crown

“This year the girls really want to go farther than 
the team that I had before. They should be proud, 
they made history at the school.”   

ODALY APONTE..........................................................PAGE 61

A Man And 
His Glove

BY MIKE MORTON
Fannie Lou Hamer experi-

enced devastating losses in the 
PSAL Class B playoffs the last two 
years and was not about to let that 
happen again this season. 

The Panthers jumped out to an 
11-point lead midway through the 
third quarter only to see Wing-
ate shrink it to just two heading 
into the fi nal frame. The question 
coach Marc Skelton posed to his 
players before the fourth quarter 
was simple.

“Do you want to lose?” he 
asked. 

They did not and would not. 
Fannie Lou senior Michael 

Castillo converted a key 3-point 
play early in the fourth to regain 
momentum for his team. The top-
seeded Panthers never looked back 

after that on its way to a 63-58 vic-
tory over No. 19 Wingate to bring 
home the school’s fi rst ever PSAL 
B division city championship Sun-
day at St. Francis College.

“They were coming back,” said 
Castillo, who scored 15 points.  
“They weren’t going to give it to 
us.  That was an important bas-
ket.”

The Panthers (28-3) were led 
by a group of upper classmen that 
has seen the team go through hard 
times in recent years. They were 
upset in the second round last 
year and the third round the year 
prior. 

“I’ve been waiting three years 
for this,” said junior Isaih Thomas, 
who scored a game-high 19 points 
and was named the most valuable 
player. “Three years.  Last year 

upset, year before, upset.  It just 
feels good now to take it now.”

Skelton said he was so dis-
traught by losing in the fi rst round 
of the PSAL championships on a 
buzzer-beater to New Explorations 
last season that he devised a plan 
to overcome that disappointment.  

The Panthers didn’t touch a 
basketball all preseason or work 
on conditioning, he said. Instead 
they watched fi lm of the playoff 
loss relentlessly.  

“If you ask the guys, they don’t 
want to see that fi lm again,” the 
seventh-year coach joked.

Skelton said the difference be-
tween this years Panthers team 
and the teams of years past was 
the leadership of his seniors, who 
have experienced such tough 
losses in the past.

“We’ve always been a top team, 
and to fi nally break the barrier, 
it’s amazing,” said senior Jimeek 
Conyers, who scored 11 points.

Timothy Benn scored a team-
high 18 points for Wingate, includ-
ing eight points in the fourth quar-
ter, but his effort wasn’t enough to 
keep his team in it.  Jean Joseph 
tallied just 11 for the Generals, 
and was held to just two points in 
the second half.

The Panthers will now head 
to the Federation tournament in 
Albany next weekend and take on 
Watervliet 11:45 a.m. in the semi-
fi nals at the Times Union Center. 
No matter what happens the se-
nior’s legacy is already set at Fan-
nie Lou.

“This is history,” Conyers 
said.

Fannie Lou Hamer HS PSAL 2012-2013  Boys Basketball “B” Champions.  Photo by William Thomas
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BY MIKE MORTON 
The Fordham wom-

en’s basketball team was 
in control of its NCAA 
tournament fate, or so it 
seemed. 

The Rams had the ball 
down a point with less than 
30 seconds to play, but a 
questionable offensive foul 
call led to Fordham falling 
47-46 to St. Joseph’s Uni-
versity in the Atlantic 10 
title game at the Barclays 
Center Saturday night.

Fordham had designed 
an isolation play for guard 
Erin Rooney on the fi -
nal possession. Shortly 
after the inbounds, the 
play broke down, leaving 
Rooney to look for an open 
teammate. Forward Sa-
mantha Clark began back-
ing down her defender 
and was called for an of-
fensive foul that Fordham 
disagreed with after the 
game.   

“Not to sound bad, but I 
didn’t see a foul at all,” said 

graduate student Marah 
Strickland, who scored a 
game-high 16 points in the 
loss. “We were all pretty 
shocked and disappointed.  
We just tried to stay fo-
cused on fi nishing the 
game out strong, but it was 
a tough call.”

The foul sent the Hawks’ 
Chatil Van Grinsven to the 
free throw line with just 
six seconds remaining in 
the game She missed both, 
but with only 3.8 seconds 
left and no timeouts, the 
Rams’ surprising run to a 
championship was over.

“I’ve never lost a game 
like this,” said second-year 
Fordham coach Stephanie 
Gaitley, who has taken nu-
merous programs to the 
NCAA tournament. “I al-
ways believe it should be 
the kids to determine the 
outcome, and that’s what 
is so disappointing.  Let 
the kids determine that 
outcome”

Fordham jumping out to 

a fast start in the fi rst half 
only to see things change 
quickly after the break. 
The Ram (24-8) carried an 
eight-point lead into the 
half, but trailed for the 
fi rst time in the game with 
12:06 remaining in the sec-
ond half.  

St. Joseph’s (23-8) went 
a 12-0 run in the second 
half, which spanned over 
six minutes, giving the 
Hawks a 34-32 lead with 
10:21 left in the game.  
Natasha Cloud scored 10 of 
her team-high 15 points in 
the second half, en route 
to being named the most 
outstanding player of the 
tournament.

“They started off re-
ally cold,” Gaitley said.  
“They’re not a 21 percent 
shooting team, so I think it 
was a matter of their shots 
starting to drop.”

Rooney had the chance 
to tie the score at 47 with 30 
seconds left in the game at 
the free throw line.  After 

having a poor performance 
there in Fordham’s fi rst 
game against St. Joseph’s, 
her struggles continued as 
she failed to convert on her 
second free throw attempt.

“I went up to the line 
completely confi dent that I 
was going to hit them, and 
I didn’t,” she said.

This season marked a 
historic turnaround for 
the Rams even in defeat. 
In 2007-2008 Fordham was 
historically bad, fi nish-
ing the year 0-29.  Just fi ve 
years later, and in only 
Gaitley’s second season, 
the Rams were playing 
for a championship, some-
thing no one saw coming.

“To be preseason 
ranked No. 11 [in the con-
ference] and to be able to 
do what we did, said an 
emotional Strickland try-
ing to fi ght back tears. 
“The girls worked so hard 
to turn around Fordham 
women’s basketball.  I’m 
really proud,” 

Fordham women’s hoops fall
Foul leads to loss of NCAA tournament berth

Marah Strickland takes a jumper for Fordham.   Photo courtesy of 
Fordham Athletics

BY MIKE MORTON
It’s been a memorable, 

and improbable, season for 
two Bronx high school boys 
basketball teams. 

Monsignor Scanlan and 
Riverdale are now meet-
ing in the state Federation 
Class B semifi nals March 
23 at the Times Union Cen-
ter in Albany, NY.  

Scanlan (16-6) advanced 
to the Federation by de-
feating St. Mary’s (Buf-
falo) 44-42 on March 9, to 
win the CHSAA state title. 
The Crusaders fi nd them-
selves matched up against 
Riverdale, which earned 
a berth in the tournament 
by beating Poly Prep 67-63 
on March 3 in the NYSAIS 
title game. Fellow Bronc 
school Fannie Lou Hamer 
will compete in the other 
semifi nal.

Scanlan coach Dwayne 
Mitchell, who has experi-
enced coaching upstate as 
an assistant with Rice, ad-
mits that playing a fellow 
Bronx school in the Federa-
tion tournament is excit-
ing. Still he has cautioned 
his team to remain focused 

and prepare for the game as 
if it was any regular con-
test.

“We just have to come 
ready to play,” Mitchell 
said.  “Whether they’re 
from the Bronx, Brooklyn, 
Queens, we just have to be 
motivated to play regard-
less.”

This matchup is made 
even more special based 
on the fact that no one ex-
pected either team to reach 
Albany at the beginning of 
the season.

Scanlan, which went 
winless last season in 
CHSAA play, won their 
fi rst state title in team his-
tory with their win over 
St. Mary’s.  Just one week 
before that, the Crusaders 
won their fi rst city crown 
since 2002. The Crusaders 
rely on the play of their se-
niors, led by John Dewey 
and Greg Wilkinson.

The biggest difference 
between the last season’s 
winless Scanlan squad and 
this year’s team is the ad-
dition of Mitchell. He said 
the success he experienced 
at Rice has motivated him 

to duplicate that success at 
Scanlan.

“I just to tried to come 
over and try to build some-
thing special over here,” he 
said.

Riverdale is also enjoy-
ing an unlikely run.  The 
Falcons won their fi rst NY-
SAIS Class B championship 
in school history with their 
win over preseason favorite 
Poly Prep.  Riverdale also 
won a share of its fi rst Ivy 
League title since 1985 this 
season.  

“This is my eighth sea-
son at Riverdale,” coach 
Andy Marinos said.  “The 
last few years looking at 
the banner saying 1985 was 
driving me crazy.”

Led by senior co-cap-
tains Kyle Friedman and 
Joshua Wetzler, the Fal-
cons enjoy continuing to 
prove everyone wrong.  

“I really did think we 
would be better than people 
thought we would be,” Ma-
rinos said. “I’m not going 
to lie, I never expected this 
though.  As the season went 
on, we really started to re-
alize [our potential].”

Riverdale, Scanlan set for Bronx battle at Federation tournament 

Riverdale’s Thomas Ryan will lead his team against Scanlan in the state Federation Class B state tour-
nament.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe
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Kuiper still has that 
glove, and, like Krukow, 
he loves everything it 
represents. “Stays ex-
actly the same,” he said. 
“My kids, my wife, my 
car, everything in my 
life changes - but not the 
glove. There’s a certain 
amount of love involved 
there.”                                          

 It seems that when 
the Loma Prieta earth-
quake rocked Candle-
stick Park during the 
1989 World Series, Gal-
lego and about 15 A’s 
teammates were in the 
visitors’ locker room. 
“The whole place starts 
shaking, and someone 
yells, ‘Get the hell out of 
here! This place might 
be comin’ down!’ So it’s 
total chaos. There was 
only one door and the 
power went out, so ev-
eryone’s scrambling to-
ward that little patch 
of light. People bump-
ing into chairs, crash-

ing into each other, just 
panicking. “I got about 
halfway to that door 
when I stopped, turned 
around and headed back 
to my locker,” Gallego 
recalled. “People were 
like, ‘What the hell are 
you doing?’ But it was 
just a beeline. I got to my 
locker, started feeling 
around in the dark ... got 
the glove.

“That’s when I knew 
it was OK to run out of 
there. I figured if that 
glove was going down in 
the clubhouse, I was go-
ing down with it.”

It’s a story of loyalty, 
of an athlete best friends 
with a piece of leather, 
a man feeling quite like 
a kid with his very first 
glove. A story that cap-
tures the essence of the 
game.”

Cano Takers

Andrew Marchand 
(ESPNny.com) had these 
two suggestions:

“LOS ANGELES 
DODGERS: The Dodg-

ers have already become 
Yankees West, supplant-
ing the Bombers with 
the largest payroll ever. 
If their blueprint works 
this season, it seems 
very reasonable they 
may just pluck another 
star into their system. 
Yankees pride versus 
Dodgers green is an emo-
tional East Coast-West 
Coast bidding battle that 
Boras would love. 

 NEW YORK METS: 
The Wilpons are broke, 
you say. Well, they only 
have guaranteed deals 
with David Wright and 
Jon Niese for 2014. The 
Mets could very well be 
involved, and the Yan-
kees have to take that se-
riously. 

That said, the Wilpons 
are experts at winning 
silver and bronze med-
als in free agency. Sandy 
Alderson isn’t the type 
to go eight-to-10 years 
on a 31-year-old second 
baseman, but the threat 
of the Mets is a tool I’m 

sure Boras would enjoy 
using.”.

Head Ache

Last season, when 
he was an Oakland A, 
pitcher Brandon McCa-
rthy was hit in the right 
temple by a ball hit by 
Angle Erick Aybar and 
suffered brain contusion 
and hemorrhage as well 
as a skull fracture.

When he was asked 
if he would ever wear a 
protective face mask, he 
answered- “Not Happen-
ing.” I remember, NY 
Rangers goalie, Gump 
Worsley said the same 
thing but wound up 
wearing one.

All it’s going to take 
is one big name to start 
wearing a mask and 
it’ll become an accepted 
practice. I think it’ll be 
a long time if ever before 
anyone does wear one.

NCAA Madness

Bob Molinaro (Hamp-
tonRoads.com) talked 
about game changing 
moments. “Speaking 

of moments that decide 
games, why won’t college 
refs call a foul a foul? In-
stead - and we can ex-
pect more of this in the 
tournament - they per-
mit what is euphemis-
tically called ‘physical 
play,’ otherwise known 
as fouling. It uglies up 
the sport as much as the 
anemic shooting per-
centages.”                                 

 The Sports Curmud-
geon said, “Reports 
say that Yankees’ first 
baseman, Mark Teix-
eira, will be out for 8-10 
weeks with a sprain of 
the ECU tendon in his 
right wrist. Who knew 
that there was a tendon 
named after East Caro-
lina University?”                                                                          

Nike Curse

Scott Ostler (SF 
Chronicle) told us to be 
careful. “Let’s start wor-
rying about the Nike 
Curse. Oscar Pistorius 
was a Nike guy. Also Ti-
ger Woods, Lance Arm-
strong, Joe Paterno and 

Alex Rodriguez. Rory 
McIlroy has struggled 
since inking to swing 
Nike clubs and said re-
cently, “It doesn’t make 
a difference what deal 
or what clubs I play.” 
There’s your new slogan, 
Nike.”m,

No Choice At All                                                                                  
The NHL that protec-

tive visor use in games 
is a player’s choice (to-
day 73% of players use a 
visor). It still seems that 
a few players won’t wear 
one, saying it cuts down 
their range of vision in-
creasing their chance 
of injury. This is simi-
lar to the NFL players 
who didn’t want to wear 
a face mask attached to 
their helmets because 
they felt that face masks 
diluted their game. How-
ever, the consensus of 
players felt that not us-
ing a mask was crazy. 
The last NFL not to wear 
a face mask in a game 
was “wacky” Tommy 
McDonald of the Eagles.     

Pipe Dreams: NCAA Madness; Nike curse

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Odaly Aponte said 

this year’s team caught 
her by surprise. 

The Info Tech girls 
basketball coach gradu-
ated the majority of last 
year’s team that reached 
the PSAL Class B quar-
terfinals. The current 
roster was the bench on 
that club. They stepped 
up and pushed the pro-
gram to new heights by 
getting it to the semifi-
nals for the first time. 

“This year the girls 
really want to go farther 
than the team that I had 
before,” Aponte said. 
“Their goal was to make 
it to the championship.”  

A chance to play for a 
title was not to be as the 
No. 14-seeded Panthers 
fell to No. 18 Jamaica in 
the semifinals last Tues-
day at York College. Ta-
nysha Campbell, who 
Aponte said eats and 

sleeps basketball, led 
Info Tech with 22 points. 
Raheemat Onafuwa 12 
and Crystal Lawrence 
chipped in six. 

This group hold a 
special place for the 
coach, who has watched 
them come up together 
through the middle 
school at the ? school.  

“They should be 
proud,” Aponte said. 
“They made history at 
the school.”   

Her team trailed 
25-22 at the half after 
Marie Albino ended the 
frame with a 3-pointer. 
Jamaica got off to a hot 
start in the third, but 
the Panthers rallied to 
within 33-30 on a Camp-
bell jumper with 2:11 left 
to play in the quarter. 

The Queens school 
put the game away with 
a 6-0 run early in the 
fourth when a jumper 
by Laquasia Berry, who 

scored a game-high 16 
points. Core Valentine 
added 14 points for Ja-
maica, which advanced 
to play top-seeded Schol-
ars in the final. Jamaica 
forwards Valentine and 
Parvene Kissoone made 
a big difference on the 
defensive end in Apon-
te’s mind.

“The girls ran out 
of gas and they were a 
little intimidated going 
inside the paint,” the 
coach said.  

Aponte feels the bar 
continues to raise for 
the program, but so does 
the challenge of meeting 
it. Info Tech loses five 
more seniors from this 
year’s group. 

“I am going to be hav-
ing the same thing that 
happened this year,” 
Aponte said. “I’ll now 
have the bench have to 
step up.”  

Info Tech sees season end to 
Jamaica in PSAL Class B semifi nals

This year’s team caught them by surprise

From Page 59
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Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)

EASY PAYMENT

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For existing non-

FOR
JUST

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 03/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ZOOM!
$399

EXPIRES 03/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

BY DR. WILLIAM WOLFSON
The more severe form 

of gum disease is called 
periodontitis. When you 
reach this stage, your gums 
begin to pull away from 
your teeth. Pockets form 
between your teeth and 
gums. These fi ll with germs 
and pus, and deepen. When 
this happens, you may need 
gum surgery to save your 
teeth. If nothing is done, the 
infection goes on to destroy 
the bone around your teeth. 
The teeth may start to move 
or get loose. Your teeth may 
fall out or need to be pulled. 
For the nearly 26 million 
Americans who have diabe-
tes, many may be surprised 
to learn about an unex-
pected complication asso-
ciated with this condition. 
Research shows that there 
is an increased prevalence 
of gum disease among those 
with diabetes, adding seri-
ous gum disease to the list 
of other complications asso-
ciated with diabetes, such 
as heart disease, stroke and 
kidney disease.

Uncontrolled diabetes 
can make periodontal dis-

ease worse. Emerging re-
search also suggests that 
the relationship between 
serious gum disease and di-
abetes is two-way. Not only 
are people with diabetes 
more susceptible to serious 
gum disease, but serious 
gum disease may have the 
potential to affect blood glu-
cose control and contribute 
to the progression of diabe-
tes. Research suggests that 
people with diabetes are at 
higher risk for oral health 
problems, such as gingivi-
tis (an early stage of gum 
disease) and periodontitis 
(serious gum disease). Peo-
ple with diabetes are at an 
increased risk for serious 
gum disease because they 
are generally more suscep-
tible to bacterial infection, 
and have a decreased abil-
ity to fi ght bacteria that in-
vade the gums. Untreated 
periodontal disease can 
make it diffi cult to control a 
diabetic’s blood sugar. Now, 
for the fi rst time, a study 
has shown that moderate to 
severe periodontal disease 
increases the risk of diabe-
tes later in life. Researchers 

from Columbia University 
School of Public Health did 
the study. They used infor-
mation from a national sur-
vey done between 1982 and 
1992. The study included 
information on 7,168 adults. 
They all had at least one 
tooth and did not have dia-
betes in when fi rst observed 

in 1982. Of these adults, 53% 
had some form of periodon-
tal disease. They were di-
vided into fi ve groups, based 
on how severe their disease 
was. The researchers then 
looked to see which adults 
were newly diagnosed with 
diabetes between 1982 and 
1992.

Compared with people 
who had no periodontal dis-
ease:

People with no or mild 
periodontal disease were 
not at risk of diabetes.

People with moderate 

periodontal disease were 
more than twice as likely to 
be diagnosed with diabetes.

People with more severe 
periodontal disease had an 
increased risk of diabetes. 
However, the risk was not 
as high as it was in the mod-
erate disease group.

People who lost a lot of 
teeth during the 10-year 
period were more likely to 
be diagnosed with diabetes 
than people who lost fewer 
teeth. Experts say that dia-
betics are more likely than 
non-diabetics to get peri-

odontal disease. People with 
diabetes are more prone 
to infections. Periodontal 
disease is a bacterial in-
fection. Medical experts 
see periodontal disease as 
a complication of diabetes. 
This study shows that in 
some cases, periodontal dis-
ease may be a risk factor for 
diabetes.

Dr. Wolfson is director 
of  Morris Park Dental As-
sociates, 960 Morris Park 
Ave. Call 718-377-6453  for 
info.

Con Edison today hon-
ored building owners, prop-
erty managers and con-
tractors who led the way in 
2012 in making energy- and 
money-saving effi ciency up-
grades in multifamily build-
ings.

Con Edison’s multifamily 
program provides owners of 
residential buildings with 
fi ve to 75 units free energy-
effi ciency surveys and incen-
tives for heating and lighting 
upgrades to common areas.

Once a building is en-
rolled, residents can receive 
free compact fl uorescent 
bulbs, smart strips and wa-
ter-saving devices.

“Our multifamily energy-
effi ciency program is at its 
most successful when own-
ers and managers work with 
our installation contractors 
to upgrade to modern light-
ing, HVAC and other equip-
ment,” said Gregory Elcock, 
manager of Con Edison’s 
multifamily program. 

Winn Residential of Bos-
ton was named Property 
Owner of the Year for im-
proving the effi ciency of a 
38-building housing complex 
in the Bronx.

Con Ed effi ciency stars
The electrical contrac-

tors in the Bronx that deliv-
ered the most electric energy 
savings were Riverdale Elec-
trical Services of the Bronx, 
which saved an estimated 
825,000 kilowatt hours.

The gas contractor that 
provided the most savings 
in the Bronx was Calray Gas 
Heat Corp. (70,500 therms).

Con Edison named the 
New York City Housing Au-
thority the Public Partner 
of the Year for completing a 
massive energy-effi ciency 
project in public housing 
units in Manhattan, the 
Bronx and Brooklyn.

The other Bronx winners 
were:

Diego Beekman Mutual 
Housing for 673-675 East 
140th St.. This building had 
more savings through gas ef-
fi ciency work of any building 
in 2012.

Jennings Terrace Gar-
dens at 763 Jennings St.,, was 
Co-Op of the Year for install-
ing high-effi ciency lighting, 
a new steam boiler, energy-
management system and 
roof insulation.
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914.965.2400
561 Central Park Ave.Yonkers, NY 10704
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL Mon-Thur: 9-8, Fri: 9-6,  

Sat: 9-5, Sun: Closed. 

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. Pymts incl. all incentives to dlr. All adv. pricing incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. Must take deliv-
ery from dealer’s stock by 3/31/13. *Total Payments/Purchase Opt. / Rebates: Malibu:$3924/$14,758, $1000 lease conquest-must qual. Equinox: $5724/$15,259, $1000 lease conquest-must qual. Traverse: 
$6804/$20,669, $2000 lease conquest-must qual. Cruze: $3564/$11,266.05, $1000 lease conquest-must qual. Volt: $10,764/$25,097.80. §All prices include all rebates - †Subj. to primary lender approval and 
required qualifications & terms; credit severity may alter rates, terms, down payment, see dealer for comp. details. Adv. leases are based on 10k per yr/25¢ over- age. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to 
qual.  Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear/maintenance. OnStar with turn-by-turn navi: based on a no charge 6 mos. subscription from GM. Photos are for illust. purposes only. Not resp. for typo errors. DMV#2600376.

4dr, 4cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
fwd, tilt, cruise. Stk#13274. MSRP $19,095. 
Due at signing: $2013 down+$595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

4dr, 4cyl, auto, power 
steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/A/C, 
XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, 
tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
FWD, tilt, cruise. 
Stk#13119. MSRP 
$25,015. Due at sign-
ing: $2013 down+ 
$595 bank fee+tax/
tags. Incl. rebates§

New 2013 Chevyy

Malibu LS
$109

*

Per Mo.  36 Mo. Lease

5dr, 6cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
tilt, cruise. Stk#13207. MSRP $33,885. 
Due at signing: $2013 down+$595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

5dr, 4cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
tilt, cruise, fwd. Stk#13272. MSRP $25,015. 
Due at signing: $2013 down+$595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

4dr, 4cyl/electric, auto, pwr steer/ABS/
wind/lks/mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
tilt, cruise. 17" whls, Stk#13278. MSRP 
$39,995. Due at signing: $2013 down+1st 
pymnt+ $595 bank fee+tax/tags.

New 2013 Chevy 

Cruze LS
New 2013 Chevy 

Traverse AWD LS
New 2013 Chevy 

Equinox LS
New 2013 Chevy 

Volt

Per Mo.  36 Month LeasePer Mo.  36 Month LeasePer Mo.  36 Month Lease Per Mo.  36 Month Lease

APR FOR UP
TO 72 MOs.

g §

36 M th

$99 *

g §

36 M th

$159 *

g §

36 M th

$189 *

py g

36 M th

$299 *

NO1ST PYMNT.
SEC. DEPOSIT NO1ST PYMNT.

SEC. DEPOSIT NO1ST PYMNT.
SEC. DEPOSIT

tags. Incl. rebates§ Per M

Chevy New2013ChNew 2013 CNew 2013 CChhevy

1ST PYMNT.
SEC. DDEPOOSSSSSSSIIIIIIIITTTTT 1ST PYMNT.

SEC. DEPOSIT

NNew 22013C

SEC.

N 2013Ch N 2

S

AVAILABLE
on select models w/approved credit †




