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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520 o Advertise Here

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here

Free inside today 

1`2 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons

Pages 46-49

The  Bronx’s 
Number One
Sports

Pages 51-53

M
AILING ADDRESS GOES HERE

DON’T
FENCE
US IN!

Continued on page 54

Continued on page 45

Iron fence chops Prentiss homeowners’ street

Flood
zone maps
released

PURIM AT YOUNG ISRAEL OF PEL. PKWY.

Photo BY ALEX BELISLE

It was a day of dinner, dancing and doodling for 6-year-old Madison Sha-
piro, taking part in the Purim celebration at the Young Israel of Pelham 
Parkway Jewish Center.  Kids and parents attended the reading of the 
Megillah earlier in the day following by a festive celebration featuring 
live music and reading of the Torah.  You can fi nd other Purim photos 
on page 32. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Where once they looked at foli-

age, they’re now staring through 
iron bars. 

The owners of four homes on a 
street just outside the Edgewater 
Park enclave off Miles Avenue are 
in an uproar after the neighboring 
development built an iron fence six 
feet into their roadway.

The Edgewater Park Owners 
Cooperative is claiming that what 
the Prentiss Avenue homeowners 
believed was a city street turns out 
to be the coop’s property. And it’s 
merely taking it back. 

Even though the homeown-
ers say the city paves their street 

and their row of homes were built 
at least 50 years ago, Edgewater’s 
president maintains the group is 
within it rights, and is moving 
ahead to complete the fence. 

Homeowner Anthony Susi said 
he can no longer make an easy  U-
turn with his car, and is sometimes 
forced to back out of the block. 

He is also concerned the nar-
rowed street it will make it diffi cult 
for emergency vehicles like ambu-
lances and fi re trucks to turn down 
the block, as well as other prob-
lems. 

“Obviously there’s a safety is-
sue, because emergency vehicles 

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
This is one map these Bronx 

communities DON’T want to be 
on.

The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency  released its new 
advisory base of federal flood zone 
maps for the Bronx this week, add-
ing new stretches of local commu-
nities that were battered by Super-
Storm Sandy.
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR ONE OF OUR INFORMATION SESSIONS

Children’s Aid College Prep Charter School  Session I    Session II

1919 Prospect Ave, Third Floor   March 14, 2013   March 16, 2013

Bronx, NY 10457     5:15 pm    12:30 pm

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Lehman High School 

students, teachers, par-
ents and elected offi cials 
gave a collective NO over 
seeing their school go.

They turned out at a 
Tuesday, Feb. 26 hearing 
there to protest the city 
Department of Educa-
tion’s plan for a phase-out 
closing of the school over 
the next three years.

In its place, DOE would 
open several smaller 
schools on its campus. 

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, who later called 
the meeting “a farce,” 
blamed the DOE for the 
school’s recent perfor-
mance because of rapid 
changes in administra-
tion and at one point, 
overcrowding to about 

4,200 students after the 
closure of other nearby  
comprehensive high 
schools. 

“I do know who is ac-
countable, and it is the 
people in the Tweed 
Building [DOE head-
quarters] who only have 
to look in the mirror to 
see who has brought this 
wonderful place to the 
state we are in,” Vacca 
told the hearing.

He noted that until 
three or four years ago, 
parents and students had 
to “knock down the door” 
to get into Lehman.

If the school is closed, 
he noted that those stu-
dents who had selected 
Lehman in the fi rst round 
of high school selections 
this year will not be able 

to get into the ninth grade 
at Lehman next year.

 While applications 
would be considered for 
one of the small schools 
that replace Lehman’s 
ninth grade next year, it 
would not be the zoned 
school for Throggs 
Neck, Pelham Bay, and 
Westchester Square stu-
dents, he said, with those 
students given the same 
treatment as students 
boroughwide. 

Elected response

The reaction to the 
DOE’s plan to not accept 
a new graduating class 
at Lehman for the 2013-
14 school year was also 
given a sharp rebuke 
by Senator Jeff Klein, 
Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, and Commu-

nity Board 10. 
Benedetto, in written 

testimony, cited the suc-
cess of Lehman student 
Keyko Sanchez, a recent 
immigrant from Peru 
who came to America 
four years ago not able to 
speak English well. She 
was able to win the Bronx 
Sci Fest at Lehman Col-
lege, and its prize of a 
four-year-college scholar-
ship, on Friday Feb. 22. 

CB 10 district man-
ager Kenneth Kearns re-
newed the board’s call for 

a health academy inside 
of Lehman, designed to 
prepare students for ca-
reers in the health care 
fi eld in partnership with 
local hospitals.

Sandi Lusk, of the 
Westchester Square 
Zerega Improvement Or-
ganization, called Leh-
man the victim of a “re-
formist agenda.” 

“Embracing Data” 

Principal Rose LoBi-
anco said that the school 
“embraces” and “accepts” 
DOE data, and that cur-

rent levels of educational 
attainment are not at an 
acceptable level, but are 
showing steady progress. 

Lehman is not the 
only school in the Bronx 
facing changes or phase-
out. DeWitt Clinton High 
School in Bedford Park 
could see the co-location 
of smaller schools in its 
building, and Jonathan 
Levin High School might 
close, if DOE plans are 
approved by the Panel 
for Educational Policy on 
Mar. 11. 

Phase-out hearing draws vocal crowd

Save Our School! Lehman students were up and ready to do what it takes to save their high school at 
a public meeting on the DOE’s planned phase-out of the school on Tuesday, Feb. 26.  by Walter Pofeldt

Community fi ghts to 
keep Lehman alive 
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Your Neighborhood

– Your News
Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:

(718) 597-1116
General Fax: 
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

Sports E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3386

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) is 
published weekly by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc., a subsidiary of   News Community 
Newspaper Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 
2011. Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Subscriptions 
$8.00 per year. Postmaster, Send address 
changes to Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454. ISSN 
#8750-4499.

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY

Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm

Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave

Bronx, NY 10462

DELI HOTLINE
718-863-9580

3 FT. HEROS

CATERING
PLATTERS

HOT AND COLD

FOOD TRAYS

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY NEEDS

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$7995

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chopped
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

ALL THIS FOR

WOW THE BEST OF EVERYTHING
1 Top Round London Broil (1”)
1 lb Veal Cutlets
1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
6 Pcs. Center Cut
             Pork Chops (3/4” thick)
1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$4995
ALL THIS FOR

$8595

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT FOR 5 DAYSTHE BEST OF EVERYTHING
1 Top Round London Broil (1”)
1 lb Veal Cutlets
1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
6 Pcs. Center Cut
             Pork Chops (3/4” thick)
1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$4995
ALL THIS FOR

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$8999

1 lb Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
1 London Broil (1” thick)
4 lbs Spare Ribs
5 lbs Chuck Chopped
6 lbs Chicken
3 lbs Italian Sausage
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

ALL THIS FOR

MEET THE SAVINGS

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$6995

4 lb Round Roast Beef
2 lb London Broil
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
6 lb Chicken (2)
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets

ALL THIS FOR

PARTY PACK

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$5995

1 lb Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Franks
3 lbs Chicken Legs
2 lbs Italian Sausage

ALL THIS FOR

FAMILY PACK

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$5499

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chopped

ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

www.giordanos-big-g.com

Italian Chicken Sausage

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE
GRATED CHEESE

Pecorino Romano or Parmesan

BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

ITALIAN SAUSAGE
HOME MADE FAMILY PACK

$299
lb.

CHICKEN CUTLET
5 LB. THIN SLICED (NET 4.5 lb)

OUR FAMOUS ITALIAN STYLE

$299
lb.

TILAPIA FILET $399
lb.

FILET OF SOLE $699
lb.

$599
lb.

LAND O LAKES
AMERICAN CHEESE

STORE MADE
TURKEY BREAST

DELI HAM $399
lb.

TURKEY & CHEESE HERO
BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto announces that 
the MetroCard Mobile 
Van will visit the Throggs 
Neck area. 

The van will be parked 
in front of the assembly-
man’s district office, lo-
cated at 3602 E. Tremont 
Avenue, on Friday, March 
8. .

The MetroCard Mobile 
Van enables:
• Senior citizens 65 years 

MetroCard Van schedule
of age or older to apply for 
Reduced-Fare MetroCard 
and receive a temporary 
card on the spot 

Bring proof of age such as 
a Medicare card and valid 
photo identification.

• People with disabilities 
that qualify, and who pres-
ent a Medicare card and 
valid photo ID such as a 
driver’s license to apply 

for Reduced-Fare Metro-
Card;

• Daily riders to add money 
to their Reduced-Fare Met-
roCard; and

• Everyone to get all Metro-
Card questions answered.

For further informa-
tion, call Assemblyman 
Benedetto’s district office 
at (718) 892-2235 

The Bronx Times Re-
porter will publish your 
announcements.  Send an-
nouncements along with 
photo to: Bronx Times Re-
porter, 900 E. 132nd St., 
Bronx, NY 10454, or Bronx-
times@aol.com. 

Birthday 

I want to wish my mother 

Robin a very happy birth-
day.  We all love you so much 
and hope you have a very 
happy birthday.  Love al-
ways, Shana, John, Lia. 

Belated Birthday 

Happy belated birthday 
to The Bronx Times Report-
er’s Patrick Rocchio.  Here’s 
to many more. 

Loreto Park, named af-
ter a slain police offi cer, 
will be the subject of a slide-
show called “the History of 
Morris Park and Patrolman 
Alfred Loreto,” at Saint 
Francis Xavier school hall 
at Haight and Van Nest av-
enues on Tuesday, Mar. 12 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Tom Vasti of the East 
Bronx History Forum will 

host the presentation, which 
according to event organiz-
ers has been researched in 
“every detail” by Vasti.

 Loreto was killed on 
July 21, 1950. Vasti is a Mor-
ris Park resident and histo-
rian that has made numer-
ous local presentations. 
Please view the East Bronx 
History Forum web page at 
BronxNYC.com for details.

History of Morris 
Park at St. Francis

The New York City 
Chamber of Commerce 
will hold its Seventh 
Annual Women’s His-
tory Month Luncheon 
in the Bronx.

 The lunch and 
awards ceremony will 
be held at Tosca Res-
taurant, 4038 E. Trem-

NYC Hispanic Chamber to host
Women’s History Month luncheon

ont Avenue, on Wednes-
day, March 13 from 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

 Honorees include Ev-
elyn Irizarry-Guardarra-
mas who will receive the 
leadership award; Eliza-
beth Figueroa,  winner of 
the arts award; Jacqueline 
Acevedo Villanueva, tak-

ing home the business 
award ; and Nilda Hoff-
man, public service 
award.

For further informa-
tion on attending the 
luncheon, call (212) 348-
8270 or e-mail polan-
coartesis@gmail.com.  
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Dedicated to providing the finest quality of care and promoting an optimal level of functioning for each resident 
in a homelike environment which encourages individuality and fosters dignity and comfort.

State of the Art Rehabilitation Suite 
with All Modern Equipment

Extensive Short Term Rehab/Long Term 
Skilled Nursing Care

Primary Care Physicians on Site/Wide 
Range of Consulting Physicians

Wound Care/IV Therapy/ Tracheostomy 
Care/Hospice Care

On staff Psychiatrists & Psychologists

Spanish Speaking Unit & Staff

Resident & Family Council

Religious & Spiritual Programs

Regular Trips, Live Entertainment

Computers with Internet Access – 
Wii Sports Program

Complete Hair Salon Services on premises

Family Transportation upon Request

718-379-8100, ext. 473/446
Fax: 718-379-4018

For more information or 
to schedule a tour of our newly 
renovated facility please contact 
our Admissions Department:

3 1 5 5  G r a c e  A v e n u e   B r o n x ,  N Y  1 0 4 6 9

W o r k m e n ’ s  C i r c l e  M u l t i C a r e  C e n t e r



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 M
a

r
. 1

-
7

, 2
0

1
3

   
  6

BY DAVID CRUZ
Get ready for a block-

buster real estate boom in 
the borough this year.

That’s the word from bu-
lish real estate experts.  

Scot Hirschfi eld of Ariel 
Property Advisors, a fi rm 
examining housing trends, 
forecasts new projects will 
boost the number of com-
mercial deals in the bor-
ough so long as “interest 
rates remain low.” 

Several factors could 
also spike the numbers, pri-
marily a jump in nonprofi ts 
such as SoBro and Common 
Cause building affordable 
and supportive housing.

Hirschfi eld estimates 
much of the activity could 
be in the South Bronx, 
where developers are ach-
ing to be near Manhattan.  

A sweep in commer-
cial real estate is certainly 
felt in every corner of the 
Bronx, a key highlight in 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr.’s recent State of the 
Borough Address.  

The “New Bronx,” as 
the BP called it, witnessed 

big chains like FreshDirect 
and Smith Electric setting 
up shop in the Bronx., while 
Kingsbridge, Throggs Neck 
and Co-op City are also see-
ing major shopping hubs 
coming in or expanding.  

A city zoning change 
has also has private devel-
opers jumpstarting their 
projects, including in West 
Farms, where Signature 
Urban Properties is set to 
transform a barren section 
near the Sheridan Express-
way into a mega-complex 
boasting 1300 apartments  
after it was re-zoned for hi-
rises above ten stories..

 Webster Avenue in Bed-
ford Park/Norwood is an-
other area that could see 
major deal-making thanks 
to rezoning. 

The fi rst sale for over 
$2 million of three mixed-
used properties by Massey 
Knakal there is considered 
the largest sale since the 
2011 rezoning initiative.  

The Eastchester Road 
corridor in Pelham Bay/
Morris Park could also see 
a hive of real estate activity, 

said longtime citywide com-
mercial and residential Re-
altor Kathy Zamechansky, 
head of KZA Realty Group.  

“We’re hoping that be-
cause the Marriott Hotel 
is going there it’ll attract 
national retailers into the 
area,” Zamechansky said 
of the borough’s fi rst-ever 
Marriott Residence Inn, 
now in mid-construction at 
the Hutch Metro Center.  

Home to what she coined 
“the Medical Mile,” East-

chester Road has now 
become the lynchpin to 
economic development 
since the Marriott was an-
nounced.  

Making the area even 
more attractive to retailers 
are the thousands of em-
ployees working at Jacobi, 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, and Calvary Hos-
pital.

Zamechansky is now 
working to lure national re-
tailers to the Pelham Bay/

Morris Park area, with the 
big chain tenants invest-
ing in such city business 
improvement districts as 
Westchester Square.

 “We’re talking to some 
national food vendors,” she 
said, adding many of these 
stores gravitate towards 
strip malls in Bay Plaza 
than Main Street. 

The news is certainly 
a good starting point for 
the borough, which saw a 
jump in real estate activity 

in 2012 after the fi nancial 
meltdown. 

“Demand for investment 
properties outpaced sup-
ply, and record low interest 
rates led to higher prices,” 
said Hirschfi eld.  

Overall, the borough 
saw 210 commercial real 
estate transactions involv-
ing 341 properties valued 
at $1.28 billion, up from 147 
transactions involving 223 
properties valued at $613 
million in 2011.  

Booming in the Bronx is the real estate picture, are areas like this Webster Ave. stretch will likely see plenty of reshaping. File Photo

Boro real estate trend on a roll in 2013 
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15TH ANNUAL THROGGS NECK

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
AND CELEBRATION

SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2013

THE THROGGS NECK BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

9:00 a.m. Mass at St. Benedict’s Church at 2969 Otis Avenue, Bronx, NY.

10:00 a.m. Complimentary breakfast, donated by Schuyler Hill Funeral Home, will be

                      served in Father Albert Hall, downstairs at St. Benedict’s Church.

11:00 a.m.  Line of March Assembly at the corner of East Tremont and Lafayette Avenues

12 noon  Parade Begins - Reviewing Stand on E. Tremont at Harding Avenue
                  (Parade Route begins at E. Tremont and Lafayette Avenues and continues down
                     E. Tremont, Right onto Harding Avenue and concludes at Harding Brinsmade Avenues)

Celebration  After the Parade, the celebration of Irish Heritage will continue. Please join 
your family and friends for fine Irish food, traditional music and of course, fun!

T-shirts are on sale and are a major revenue source to help bring this Annual Parade to 
our Bronx streets year after year.  Please contribute any way you can!

 
For more information, if your group would like to join the Line of March, please call 347-

231-6993 or view the latest Parade information on our website 
http://tnsaintpatricksdayparade.blogspot.com

We are thrilled to introduce this year’s

Grand Marshals 
Joseph McManus

Rosemary Lombard

Reverend Stephen P. Norton
as the Honored Clergy Member 

We are also pleased to announce the names of the Honorary Grand Marshals 

who will be honored posthumously at this year’s Parade.  

Please help us remember them and celebrate their lives on Sunday, March 10, 2013.

Abby Devany Bonelli

William Brennan

Barbara Callahan

William Clancy

Donald Clarke

Geri Demers

Thomas Dunleavy

John Elliott

Jim Halpin Sr.

William Hession

Malachy Higgins

Peter Junta Jr.

Michael Kelleher

Michael Lenihan

Paul Lynch

Ray McCann Sr.

Mark McKay

Thomas Aquinas Moore

Michael Morgan

Thomas Mulroy

Joan Murphy

Peggy Murphy

Bob Rohan

Ann Toohey
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Life is Sweet 
 

At Our Lady of the Assumption’s 
21st Annual Card Party 

 
                    Thursday,  
                  March 21, 2013 
               7:00 pm -  11:00pm 
            Doors open at 6:30pm 
 
              $50 Per Person 
              4 Course Dinner 
                      Open Bar 
 
       Tickets sold in rectory 
               (718) 824-5454 

 
             Villa Barone Manor 
 737 Throggs Neck Expressway 
               Bronx, New York        

ROAD TO CITY HALL
Aaaaaand, he’s off and run-

ning.
Former Bronx Borough Presi-

dent Adolfo Carrion, the man with-
out a party registration, announced 
his run for mayor this week, with 
a foothold on the Independence 
Party line.

The room at the Bronx Mu-
seum was packed with party loy-
alists and a scattering of Bronx 
well-knowns on Tuesday, Feb. 26 
as Carrion continued his climb up 
the greasy political pole.

He now desperately needs to 
grab a endorsement from a third Re-
publican county leader (He already 
has Bronx GOP leader Jay Savino 
and Brooklyn’s Craig Eaton) to 
qualify as a serious heavyweight 
on two ballot lines in the September 
mayoral primary.

It could be the magic key to 
City Hall, where the last two may-
ors managed to walk in on GOP 
tickets. .

Or, the two-term former boro 
prez could wind up as a footnote in 
political history as a spoiler, drain-
ing Hispanic votes.

“I don’t see many Hispanic 
voters crossing over to an Inde-

pendence line there,” said noted 
Democratic political consultant 
George Arzt. “In this city, people 
pretty much vote for the major par-
ties, and Latinos, for the most part, 
are ingrained to be Democrats. 
What votes he does take away, he 
takes away from the Democratic 
nominee.”

As for independent unreg-
istered voters being confused in 
the voting booth with the Indepen-
dence Party line, “There may be 
some who are confused, but I think 
for the most part, voters are more 
sophisticated,” said Arzt.

Should Carrion manage 
to get the Republican line in the 
general election, added Arzt, who 
served as Mayor Koch’s press sec-
retary, “it’s still hard without money 
to bring Latinos over. It is rare that 
they come over to a Republican 
candidate.”

 “I just don’t see where it 
goes,” Arzt said of Carrion’s run. 
“Being a spoiler is not a good place 
for him to be in the future.”

Is it a dream or does a Car-
rion run only on the Independence 
line have any legs?

“It’s a long-shot, but still not 
impossible. It’s happened before,” 

said political numbers cruncher 
Jerry Skurnik of Prime New York, 
citing the mayoral wins of  John 
Lindsay and Vincent Impelliteri 
since 1950.

 “When non-Democrats have 
won, it’s been something out of the 
ordinary,” he said. “But I didn’t think 
Bloomberg would win, so what do 
I know?”

As for winding up with a spoil-
er tag after the election, Skurnik 
said “There’s a spoiler, and then 
there’s a spoiler. Leaving the Dem-
ocratic Party is a more significant 
story for Adolfo.” 

SCENE NOTES
•Adolfo’s speech was long 

on what he wanted to achieve, but 
short on how. But hey, it’s early and 
this was his opening act.

•His campaign mantra, 
henceforth, is “Make it YOUR city.” 
Does that mean tearing up the bike 
lanes and bringing back 16-oz. 
slurpees? 

•Organizers chose a smaller 
upstairs room at the museum to 
pack it with party members and 
supporters rather than larger avail-
able galleries. But then again, the 
old political rule is to go small and 
pack the room to impress the cam-

eras.
•Bronx locals in attendance 

included Chamber of Commerce 
Prez and CEO Lenny Caro, com-
munity board district managers Ivine 
Galarza and Carmen Rosa, devel-
oper and almost-Council-candidate 
Rhadame Perez and business man 
and civic leader Bob Bieder, who 
told us AC “did a terrific job as bor-
ough president, and I feel he could 
do an even better job as mayor.”

•Mark the calendar: AC turns 52 
on Wednesday, March 6. Gee, could 
there be a fundraiser in the works?

•His speech, stirring as it was 
– including reading Emma Lazarus’ 
ENTIRE “Give us your tired, your 
poor...” poem – was only a merci-
ful 35 minutes long for the standing 
crowd.

ENDORSEMENTS 
Anyone who hasn’t endorsed 

Riverdale City Council candidate 
Andrew Cohen, raise your hand.

United Federation of Teach-
ers President Michael Mulgrew 
was the latest to join the ranks af-
ter Council Speaker Chris Quinn, 
Public Advocate Bill DeBlasio, 
Manhattan Boro Prez Scott 
Stringer, and the entire Riverdale 
elected hierarchy marching in 

lock-step behind the former legal 
counsel to Assemblyman Jeff Di-
nowitz.

“We’re awaiting word from 
the Vatican once the smoke clears,” 
joked campaign advisor Bruce 
Feld.

And for fair and balanced 
coverage, Cliff Stanton and Shel-
ley Keeling are also running for 
term-limited Ollie Koppel’s seat.

NON-BIRTHDAY
It’ll be City Councilman Jim-

my Vacca’s birthday party, but the 
pre$ent$ will be for longtime Vacca 
staffer Richie Torres, who’ll be 
benefitting at his first official fund-
raiser in the Democratic primary 
race for the 15th C.D. in the central 
Bronx.

The party’s Thursday, March 
7 at the Villa Barone Manor, with 
Jimmy and local Assemblymen 
Mike Benedetto and Mark Gjonaj 
co-hosting. 

And for an early birthday 
present for Torres, he just picked 
up the first union endorsement in 
the race, from UFCW Local 1500, 
representing 30,000 supermarket 
and retail food workers in the city.

EQUAL TIME
And incumbent Councilman 

Joel Rivera is hosting “a Major Net-
working Event” Friday, March 8th 
from 6-10 p.m. at Side Street, 1332 
Blondell Ave., in support of  long-
time chief of staff Alberto Alvarez, 
who’s also running for the 15th C.D. 
seat.

MAKEUP!
One of our occasional (?) 

drinking buddies, former City 
Commissioner of Records Brian 
Andersson (with two s’s) of Wood-
lawn, is a fountain of city history. 
He knows where the bodies are 
buried, so to speak.

Brian’s wife Marianne An-
derson (one s. Go figure.) is the 
Parks Department’s administrator 
of Pelham Bay Park.

We haven’t heard whether 
she thinks Brian is out of his tree, 
but it seems he’s going Hollywood, 
or least HBO, on us.

He’s advising his Facebook 
circle that “Boardwalk Empire 
fans with that sharp eye,” should 
watch for him in the new sea-
son.”

“Filming starts soon. My fit-
ting appointment is tomorrow.”

Does this mean I actu-
ally have to pay extra for my cable 
now?
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Cead Mile Failte

EVERY THURSDAY
@ 9PM

“Mister
Catskills”
Peter

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

3599 E. Tremont•Bronx, NY•Tel: 718-829-0005•Fax: 718-319-1756

Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Thurs 4:00-10:00.

F

Captain’s Cabin
FOR ALL YOUR PARTIES NEEDS - DIFFERENT PACKAGES AVAILABLE

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

Sunday Only 11:30 4:00
Fri & Sat 4:00-11:00

FREE
WI-FI

A place where strangers are not strangers...But friends who have yet to meet!

$5BAR ONLY
8-10 PM

$10 PITCHERS

ALL SPECIALS

Graduations

Communions

Confirmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

SUNDAY, MARCH 10th

AFTER THE PARADE

D.J. SHANE SPINNING ALL YOUR
FAVORITE TUNES

SATURDAY
MARCH 2nd and

SATURDAY MARCH 16TH 
J

SUNDAY MARCH 17TH 

Join Us After The Throggs Neck Parade



40th PCT.
WED, FEB. 6th, 1:40 a.m. – 

Westchester Ave. and Cauldwell 
Ave. Undercover police officers 
removed another gun off of Bronx 
streets. A 26 year old black male 
end up heading toward the trail 
room and possibly a three year jail 
term after being found in posses-
sion of a gun without having the 
proper NYC license for the weap-
on. The weapon was vouched as 
evidence. 

41st PCT.
No Major Incidents Reported.

42nd PCT.
FRI, FEB. 8th, 6:50 p.m. – 

511 East 163 St. Authorities are 
looking for the culprit who robbed 
a neighborhood coffee establish-
ment. Police were informed that 
the unknown culprit robbed the lo-
cal Dunkin Donuts at gun point. 

SAT, FEB. 9th, 12:05 a.m. – 
501 East 165 St. Police were sum-
moned to a double shooting that 
ended in a double homicide. A 20 
year old black male was found suf-
fering from bullet wounds to the 
chest, back, and arm area. The sec-
ond victim, a 22 year old black male 
had been shot in the stomach. Both 
males expired at Lincoln Medical 
Center. Local detectives are work-
ing with members of the Bronx Ho-
micide Squad on this inquiry. 

SAT, FEB. 9th, 9:50 a.m. – 
1229 Franklin Ave. Another person 
was arrested as police took cus-
tody of another gun that was not 
registered in NYC. The culprit failed 
to obtain a permit for the gun. The 
weapon was vouched as evidence. 

SAT, FEB. 9th, 11:55 p.m. – 
Boston Rd. and East 169 St. Police 
investigators are looking for the per-
son who shot a teenager. A 16 year 
old black male was suffering from a 
bullet wound to the back area upon 
arrival at Lincoln Medical Center. 

MON, FEB. 11th, 2:35 a.m. 
– 530 East 169 St. Authorities are 
looking for the person who stabbed 
a male. The Hispanic male victim 
was taken to St. Barnabas Hos-
pital as police officers looked for 
any clues that could be useful to in-
vestigators. Members of the Bronx 
Task Force were deployed into the 
area.

WED, FEB. 13th, 2:00 a.m. 
– Prospect Ave. and Boston Rd. A 
suspect was arrested as police of-
ficers possibly prevented the use of 
a gun on city streets. The weapon 
was removed from its owner’s con-
trol and vouched as evidence. 

43rd PCT.
THURS, FEB. 7th, 9:00 a.m. – 

1435 Harrod Ave. Detectives were 
called to the scene of a shooting. A 
male had been shot in the upper leg 
area. Patrol officers obtained the 
initial information for the sleuths 
who will conduct the follow-up in-
quiry.  A black male was spotted 
fleeing the area in a silver colored 
vehicle toward the Cross Bronx Ex-
pwy.

FRI, FEB. 8th, 6:50 a.m. – 
1137 Fteley Ave. A 27 year old 

black male was arrested by police 
after being found with a handgun. 
The man failed to have the proper 
NYC license to own a gun within 
the city. The 32-caliber revolver 
was removed from his possession 
and vouched as evidence.

SAT, FEB. 9th, 9:40 p.m. – An 
inquiry got underway as authorities 
looking into a report that an elderly 
man sexually assaulted a three year 
old girl. The young child was taken 
to Jacobi Medical Center for exami-
nation. The Special Victims Squad 
will be looking into the incident. 

WED, FEB. 13th, 2:15 p.m. 
– 619 Beach Ave. Authorities are 
looking into the death of a five 
month old baby. The infant was 
transported to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter where officials indicated that 
the baby had expired. 

44th PCT.
WED, FEB. 6th, 1:50 a.m. 

– 3073 Park Ave. An investigation 
was launched after the body of a 
male was discovered. The body of 
the black male was found in the 
building’s staircase officials report-
ed. The male victim had been shot 
and died shortly after 2 a.m. Detec-
tives are handling the inquiry. 

THURS, FEB. 7th, 11:15 a.m. 
– 1305 Morris Ave. Authorities are 
looking into the death of a male. 
The male victim apparently took his 
own life by jumping from the roof of 
a building that was being used as a 
rooming house. 

MON, FEB. 11th, 1:10 a.m. – 
East 168 St. and Grand View Pl. Po-
lice are looking into a incident that 
sent a Hispanic male to a local hos-
pital. A 21 year old male had been 
stabbed. Local detectives are con-
ducting the inquiry.  

MON, FEB. 11th, 4:05 p.m. 
– 1056 Sherman Ave. A suspect 
was arrested after taking a portable 
electronic device from a teenage 
girl. The 13 year old victim provid-
ed authorities with sufficient in-
formation that police were able to 
track the culprit through the stolen 
I-phone. 

THURS, FEB. 14th, 11:55 a.m.
– 1063 Teller Ave. Police offi-
cers from the Emergency Service 
Squad were called into the Morri-
sania community. A person refused 
to open the door so that authori-
ties could check on their wellbeing. 
The emotionally disturbed person 
turned violent officials reported. 

45th PCT.
THURS, FEB. 7th, 8:20 a.m.

– Whitestone Bridge. Harbor po-
lice on patrol near the East River 
span quickly rescued a person who 
had jumped from the bridge. Mem-
bers of the NYPD’s Harbor George 
patrol vessel rapidly removed the 

emotional disturbed person from 
the water beneath the span and 
transported them to a location in 
Queens where the person was 
handed off to an ambulance crew 
for transportation to a nearby hos-
pital.    

WED, FEB. 13th, 10:25 a.m. 
– 3000 East Tremont Ave. A high 
school in the Westchester Square 
area was evacuated. The entire 
staff and student body were direct-
ed to leave Lehman High School af-
ter a gas odor was detected. First 
Responders after conducting a 
search determined that the fumes 
were coming from an emergency 
boiler outside the school. One per-
son received medical treatment 
due to an asthma condition.

46th PCT.
WED, FEB. 6th, 2:15 a.m. 

– 10 West 181 St. Authorities are 
looking for four Hispanic males 
who pulled off an armed robbery. 
The team of unknown culprits at 
gunpoint robbed a commercial es-
tablishment of sixty dollars in cash 
and three dirt bikes. 

THURS, FEB. 7th, 11:05 p.m. 
– 2307 Morris Ave. A 28 year old 
Hispanic male was arrested after 
being found with a gun. The sus-
pect had in his possession a 38-
caliber semi-automatic pistol.  The 
weapon was removed from the 
man and vouched as evidence. 

TUES, FEB. 12th, 5:00 p.m. 
– West Tremont Ave. and Loring Pl. 
A suspect was arrested as police 
removed another gun off of Bronx 
streets. This time a loaded 9-mm 
pistol was vouched as evidence. 

TUES, FEB. 12th, 6:45 p.m. 
– 132 Featherbed Lane. A middle 
aged Hispanic man was arrested 
after being found in possession of 
a handgun. The man had a 40-cali-
ber handgun that he failed to obtain 
the proper NYC license for. The gun 
was vouched as evidence as the 46 
year old Latino male was heading 
to court. 

THURS, FEB. 14th, 8:00 a.m.
– 40 Richman Plaza. Authorities are 
looking into the death of a two-year 
old child. Although the child has a 
history of medical problems, detec-
tives are conducting an inquiry. 

THURS, FEB. 14th, 9:20 p.m. – 
Ryer Ave. A 25 year old black male 
was arrested and a gun was taken 
away from the culprit. Vouched 
as evidence since the young man 
failed to have the proper permit to 
own the weapon was a 380-caliber 
pistol. 

47th PCT.
FRI, FEB. 8th, 3:25 a.m. – 

750 Baychester Ave. An inquiry 
was launched after authorities 
learned of a shooting. A 30 year 

old black male was suffering from a 
bullet wound to the buttocks area. 
He was transported to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center and provided with care. 

SAT, FEB. 9th, 7:55 a.m. – A 
woman received medical care at 
North Central Bronx Hospital af-
ter being sexually attacked. The fe-
male victim told investigators that 
she had been raped while sleeping. 
The male fled before she awoke 
finding herself naked. 

TUES, FEB. 12th, 12:50 a.m. 
– Baychester Ave. Bronx police of-
ficers assisted police officers from 
Conn in making an arrest in the 
North Bronx. Police officers from 
Stamford, Conn chased the occu-
pant who was in a late model ve-
hicle. With the assistance of Bronx 
police officers a suspect was ar-
rested. No injuries were reported. 

48th PCT.
THURS, FEB. 7th, 7:00 a.m.

– Police are looking into a report 
that an elderly woman had been 
sexually attacked during the night. 
The 82 year old black woman was 
apparently attacked during the 
night when she was a sleep by an 
unknown person. An inquiry is un-
derway. 

49th PCT.
WED, FEB. 6th, 9:20 p.m. 

– 2300 Bronx Park East. A search 
was conducted for three black 
males. The unknown trio com-
mitted a robbery of a commercial 
premise at gunpoint. Detectives are 
conducting the follow-up inquiry.

SAT, FEB. 9th, 1:15 a.m. –
2711 Barnes Ave. The medical staff 
at Jacobi Medical Center treated a 
Hispanic male. The male victim had 
been shot in the leg. Officials indi-
cated that the male was in serious 
condition.  

TUES, FEB. 12th, 10:25 p.m. 
– Wallace and Lydig Aves. An in-
vestigation began after authorities 
learned of a person being assault-
ed. The victim had been stabbed 
authorities indicated. Police of-
ficers from the Bronx Task Force 
were sent to the area to assist. 

WED, FEB. 13th, 9:00 p.m. 
– Additional police officers were 
sent into the Unionport area after a 
teenage girl was sexually attacked. 
A 15 year old Hispanic girl was on 
her way home from the train station 
when a masked male grabbed the 
teen. At knife point, the teen was 
forced to perform an act of sodomy 
upon her attacker. 

50th PCT.
WED, FEB. 13th, 1:35 p.m. 

– Broadway and West 230 St. Po-
lice are looking into an incident that 
sent a male victim to a local hospi-
tal. The victim had been stabbed in 

the stomach area. Local detectives 
are handling the inquiry. 

WED, FEB. 13th, 9:25 p.m. 
– 2719 Sedgwick Ave. A suspect 
was arrested by authorities. Police 
received a report that a Hispanic 
male was stabbed in the right arm. 
The victim was transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital. 

52nd PCT. 
SUN, FEB. 10th, 12:00 p.m.

– 100 East 208 St. An inquiry was 
started after officials learned that a 
shul had been broken into. Staff at 
the Young Israel Synagogue of Mo-
sholu Pkwy noticed the burglary 
and contacted police. Reported 
missing were three Torah Scrolls 
worth ninety- thousand dollars. 

SUN, FEB. 10th, 2:00 p.m. 
– 2345 University Ave. A suspect 
was arrested on several charges 
concerning a thief from a church. 
The 37 year old black male was 
charged not only with the thief, but 
also for assaulting an altar boy when 
the victim confronted the culprit.

SUN, FEB. 10th, 7:40 p.m. 
– Bainbridge Ave. and East 194 St. 
Another suspect was arrested who 
failed to obtain the proper license to 
own a gun in the Bronx. Taken away 
from a Hispanic male was a 38-cal-
iber revolver.  The gun was vouched 
as evidence, as the suspect was 
heading to the court room. 

MON, FEB. 11th, 4:25 a.m. – 
3349 Decatur Ave. A woman was 
transported to Montefiore Hospi-
tal in critical condition after being 
stabbed. Responding police offi-
cers arrested the victim’s husband 
after being forced into standoff 
that lasted nearly two-hours, charg-
ing him with the attack.  Medical 
personnel treating the woman re-
ported that she had been stabbed 
and also slashed. The medic’s had 
a hard time maintaining an airway 
due to the injuries. Emergency 
medical crews also treated two 
other persons. 

MON, FEB. 11th, 12:20 p.m. 
– 162 West Kingsbridge Rd. A 64 
year old man kept police at bay for 
a while. The man apparently locked 
himself inside his home. Once in 
custody the man was removed 
from the home and transported to 
a medical facility where he was pro-
vided with assistance. 

 TUES, FEB. 12th, 10:15 p.m. 
– 201 East 202 St. Authorities 
were alerted that a home invasion 
had occurred. Four Hispanic males 
forced their way into a home at gun-
point. The culprits fled with seven-
hundred dollars in cash. Respond-
ing police officers arrested two 
suspects and were able to recov-
er a 22-caliber pistol. The weapon 
was vouched as evidence for the 
pending court case. 

TRANSIT
No major incidents reported.

HOUSING
THURS, FEB. 7th, 9:00 p.m. 

– 285 East 156 St. Police officers 
from Housing’s PSA # 7 were alert-
ed that shots had been fired. Arriv-
ing police officers were able to ar-
rest the alleged culprit while also 
recovering a 22-caliber weapon. 
The gun was vouched as evidence. 

FIRE LOG
THURS, FEB. 7th, 11:40 

a.m. – DeKruif Pl. The crew 
of Engine 66 answering a call 
in Co-Op City community re-
quested the assistance of an 
ambulance crew. Went the dis-
patcher asked the reason for 
the ambulance, a crew mem-
ber commented “We delivered 
a baby girl!”

FRI, FEB. 8th, 2:40 p.m.
– 2954 Laconia Ave. First re-
sponders treated 18 persons 
who were injured in a multi-ve-
hicle accident.

SAT, FEB. 9th, 7:25 a.m.
– 150 East 197 St. Four fire-
fighters were injured in addition 
to a civilian male being serious 
burned. Based on the informa-
tion being received by Bronx 
Fire Alarm Dispatchers, the 
initial response was upgraded 
beyond the normal response. 
Indications were that arriving 
firefighters were going to be 
met by the ‘red devil’. Engine 81 
confirmed the information upon 
arrival, that indeed they were 
faced with a working fire. Heavy 
smoke was starting to fill the 
area, but firefighters were told 
there were residents in danger 
on the third floor. Engine 81’s 
crew was greeted by flames 
that were spreading in the lob-
by from the burning apartment. 
The engine crew quickly extin-
guished the spreading flames 
containing the fire to the origi-
nal burning apartment. As the 
crew advanced their hose line 
toward the remaining fire, lad-
der crews when about their as-
signed tasks. A man in his 50’s 
was discovered. He was suffer-
ing from burns to his face and 
hands. Ladder crews working 
on the second floor discovered 
that the fire had minor extend-
ion to the second floor. An ad-
ditional engine company and 
ladder company were request-
ed. All of injured were provided 
with medical attention at Jaco-
bi Medical Center. The civilian 
was reportedly suffering from 
severe burns was transported to 
the burn center officials indicat-
ed.  Jacobi is the only hospital in 
the county that is equipped to 
handle major burn victims offi-
cials indicated. 

MON, FEB. 11th, 11:00 
p.m. – 2385 Williamsbridge 
Rd. An inquiry is underway as 
officials determine how a fire 
started. The blaze was declared 
suspicious after officials were 
told that a male was spotted 
leaving the building carry a gas 
can. The fire was contained to 
the 6th floor of the six story high 
dwelling. Within minutes after 
getting water on the flames, the 
incident was declared under 
control. 

TUES, FEB. 12th, 7:07 
p.m. – Webster Ave. and East 
233 St. A call was transmitted 
indicating that a person had has 
been struck by a Metro-North 
train north of the East 233 St. 
station. Fire units responded to 
the tracks used by the New Ha-
ven Division. 
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   Al, AC&C Adopter 

with Soldier

Meet Al, one of New York’s Kindest. When Al walked into our shelter on East 110th Street, he certainly 
didn’t expect to leave with a small fluffy dog. But Soldier did everything in his power to get Al’s attention. 
Love’s funny that way.

Our nonprofit organization rescues thousands of New York’s homeless and abandoned animals each year.
Our goal is to place every dog, cat and bunny in a new loving home. But we can’t do it without your help.

nycacc.org

Photo by Donna Svennevik © 2013 OUR CITY, OUR SHELTER.

BE ONE OF NEW YORK’S KINDEST:  ADOPT     VOLUNTEER     DONATE



Zoning Fix
Dear editor,

“Just because you can, doesn’t mean you 
should”

To all our family, friends, neighbors and 
concerned people both far and near,

 We wanted to thank everyone for the out-
pouring of concern, disgust and support for 
our situation with our home.

 It has been an amazing experience to see 
that most people still do care about each other 
and their neighborhoods.

 The support from the media (fi rst by the 
Bronx Times Reporter) has been tremendous 
and we thank you.

 Through all of this we have been able to 
hear from so many people in our area that 
have been impacted by this bizarre zoning.

 In addition to local support, our story went 
nationwide on AOL News. We have had sup-
port from folks in Oklahoma to California to 
Michigan and so many more than we can list.

 Our goal is to not have this issue pushed 
to the wayside or swept under the rug but to 
keep it in the forefront to be addressed sooner 
than later.

 This is not a new issue and should not be 
tolerated any longer. The next step is to orga-
nize a “Zoning” Town Hall meeting on a Sat-
urday so working homeowners and residents 
can attend. The purpose of this will be to get 
a petition underway to change/amend current 
zoning, as well as inform people as to how they 
can challenge current zoning and to increase 
general knowledge on the issue.

 We will be asking the Community Board, 
local politicians, associations and City Plan-
ning/Zoning Boards to send representation for 
the meeting. Once all the logistics have been 
determined, we will do our best to get the word 
out as to when and where.

 Thank you again to everyone and we look 
forward to seeing as many of you as possible at 
the Town Hall Meeting.

Patty Justiniano 

Departed Firefighter
Dear editor, 

Thank you to the fi refi ghters of Engine 97, 
for inviting us to the memorial for fi refi ghter 
Michael Schroefer, who passed away in a ski-
ing accident Feb. 6.

The services were done by priests, who de-
scribed Michael to a tee.

Michael used to do all the cooking, with as-
sistance of other fi refi ghters, for  the fi rehouse 
Christmas party, and cooking for men for their 
meals.

Michael was very good to my son, and on 
his own time, would bring home cooked food 
to my son when he was hospitalized.

May he rest in peace!
Michael left a wife and two small children.

The Shapiro family

Susan, Morris and Jules

Property Liens
Dear editor,

Have you see all the “Don’t Let Tax, Water, 
Or Repair Charges Come Between You and 

Your Property” full page ads in your daily and 
weekly neighborhood newspapers?

Even worse, was the 118 page recent supple-
ment which appeared in the New York Daily 
News on Monday, February 11th. It listing line 
by line the name of every New Yorker who 
owes real estate tax water sewer, emergency 
repair or other property - related charges “the 
City of New York may sell a lien on your prop-
erty” advertisement.

Is this the best way the NYC Departments 
of Finance, Environmental Protection along 
with Housing Preservation and Development 
can spend taxpayers dollars?

Why can’t all three agencies compare their 
respective lists of people who owe money with 
those fi ling city and state tax returns? Surely 
the technology exists to place a lien on any tax 
refunds? 

You could also extend citizens the courtesy 
of a telephone call or letter or E-mail inform-
ing them of their overdue obligations.

What’s next, will the City send out Mar-
shals going door to door serving subpoenas?

Larry Penner

Mental Health
Dear editor,

We probably will never know the real mo-
tive behind Adam Lanza’s brutal massacre of 
his mother, Nancy Lanza and 26 innocent fi rst-
graders, school offi cials and teachers in Sandy 
Hook.

 What we do know is that he got his 15 min-
utes of fame. Within hours of the shootings, 
his life story was blasted in the media for all 
to see. He clearly suffered from a history of 
mental illness similar to those who have pre-
viously committed such ruthless crimes.

At a young age Adam was diagnosed with a 
medically contentious disorder called Sensory 
Integration Disorder.

 This meant that he had trouble coping with 
bright lights, loud noises, and recognizing 
when he was in pain.

 While in Middle School, he was diagnosed 
with Asperger’s syndrome, a condition related 
to autism that can make social interactions 
challenging. 

There are also reports from longtime fam-
ily friends on how unadjusted he was and often 
seemed detached from social activities. 

 His mother recognized his social malad-
justment and decided to bond with him through 
target practices at the local gun range.

 She would also allow him to play violent 

video games in her basement as this seemed 
like an escape for him. 

A 2007 study in the journal Psychiatric Ser-
vices looked at 303 mental health patients who 
had, in the past year, thought about going to 
the doctor but decided against it.

 The most frequent response, from two-
thirds of the patients: They thought the prob-
lem would get better on its own.  Seventy-one 
percent agreed with the statement “I wanted to 
solve the problem on my own.”

 The question is, did Nancy Lanza share the 
same sentiments? If so, how do we deal with 
this? 

The climate is and never will be one to sym-
pathize with a killer. But as a mental health 
professional, I would be remiss to ignore prob-
able causes of individuals’ actions, especially 
when they have been diagnosed with a mental 
disability.

 This opens up a larger discussion on men-
tal health in America and the mechanisms 
provided to support individuals and their fam-
ilies. 

The United States spends $113 billion on 
mental health treatment, but it accounts 
mainly for prescription drugs and outpatient 
treatment.

 Outpatient treatment typically consists of 
pill pushing as opposed to long term, compre-
hensive care needed for individuals with men-
tal disabilities. It is not enough.

 The events of December 14, 2012 should not 
be treated as though they are in our rearview 
mirror, because if we do, we are facing a head-
on collision.

 We cannot wait for another massacre to ad-
dress our country’s mental health issues. We 
have to act now.

We need at least 15 more minutes.
Simone Edwards

Sequestration
Dear editor

The President and Congress could have 
stopped it, but in reality they wanted it to hap-
pen.

Now it’s the blame game and the sequestra-
tion gloom and doom fear tactics to rush a last 
minute deal.

With sequestration negotiations, the Con-
tinuing Resolution expiring 27 Mar, and the 
debt ceiling, one proposal would be to change 
the

Consumer Price Index (CPI) that drives 
the Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) to the 
Chained CPI for Urban Consumers (C-CPI-U).

This would save $217 billion over 10 years 
by cutting $145 billion in benefi ts and gaining 
$72 billion in new tax revenue; largely impact-
ing social security. Another

$24 billion will be taken from federal and 
military retirement annuities and the remain-
ing $9 billion from supplemental security in-
come. The elderly and disabled will bare two-
thirds of the defi cit reduction costs, while 
one-third would come from new tax revenue. 

If you want this to happen then do nothing, 
if opposed, write your Congressman and the 
White House.

Robert Neglia
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Letters to the editor are welcome from 
all readers. They should be addressed care 
of this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail to 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, in-
cluding those submitted via e-mail, MUST 
be signed and with a verifiable address and 
telephone number included. Note that the  
address and telephone number  will NOT be 
published and the name will be published or 
withheld upon request. No unsigned letters 
can be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submissions.

Let us hear from you
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Dennis M. Walcott
Chancellor

Michael R. Bloomberg
Mayor

New York City is raising the bar to help all students succeed in today’s rapidly 
changing world. This school year, your child is doing more challenging 

coursework tied to the Common Core Learning Standards. In the spring, for the 
first time, State reading and math tests for students in grades three to eight will be 
tied to these standards. Tests for high school students will begin to change in the 
2013-14 school year. 

The Common Core standards set higher academic expectations to put students on 
a path to college and a good job when they finish high school. Here are answers to 
some frequently asked questions about the Common Core.

What are the Common Core Learning Standards?

The standards describe what students from pre-kindergarten to twelfth grade need 
to learn to graduate from high school ready for college and a great career. This 
includes the ability to think creatively, solve real-world problems, make effective 
arguments, and engage in debates. 

How will State tests for students in grades three to eight change this year? 

Both this year and next year, the content of the State tests in reading and math will 
align with the Common Core standards. Reading passages will be harder, and math 
problems will involve multiple steps. But the format of the tests will be similar 
to past years: they will include about the same number of multiple choice, short 
answer, and essay questions. 

Will test scores change as a result of the harder tests?

This year’s State tests will likely be more difficult to pass, at first. The more difficult 
tests will establish a new baseline for measuring student performance. This change 
is important. It will give teachers and parents the information they need to keep 
students on track for college and 21st century jobs. 

How will this year’s test scores affect my child’s ability to be promoted, or 

accepted to a selective school?

In past years, decisions about summer school were made based on estimates of 
each student’s performance level on the State tests: 1, 2, 3, or 4. This year, because 
the tests are new, it is not clear how the State will determine performance levels. 
Instead, the New York City Department of Education (DOE) will look at students’ 
overall scores: how many questions each student got right. Students with the lowest 
scores will be recommended for summer school. 

The number of students attending summer school is expected to be similar to 
last year. The students who need the most help will still receive the most support. 
Likewise, students who earn the highest scores—even if those scores are lower than 
in past years—will still have access to screened middle and high schools. 

Where can I get more information?

The DOE has developed a set of parent resources that includes information about 
the Common Core standards, changes to assignments, tips for talking to children 
about the State tests, and resources to use at home. Visit NYC.gov and search for 
Common Core Parent Resources. 

NYC Parent Academy Workshops
The NYC Parent 
Academy is dedicated 
to strengthening parent 
involvement to support 

student achievement in the City’s 1,700 schools.

Attend the NYC Parent Academy’s upcoming borough-
wide workshops:

Breakfast is served at 8:30 a.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Frederick Douglass Academy High School
2581 Seventh Avenue, Manhattan

SATURDAY, MARCH 23, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

P.S.156/I.S.392 Waverly School of the Arts
104 Sutter Avenue, Brooklyn

MONDAY, MARCH 25, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

New York Historical Society
70 Central Park West, Manhattan

For a complete list of workshops, directions, and to 
register, visit NYCParentAcademy.org.

NYC Public Schools 
Calendar:

February - March

Text “nycschools” or 
“escuela” to 877-877 

for alerts and info.nycschoolsnycschools

Message and data rates may 
apply. Reply STOP to opt-out; txt@
mcom.ms for help. We’ll text you 
approximately 4 times per month.

Preparing students for      
  college and careers

WED., FEB. 27- 

THURS., FEB. 28

Intermediate 
and junior 

high schools’ 
parent-teacher
conferences* 

WED, MAR 6, 
7:00 p.m.

Chancellor’s 
Webinar:

Common Core and 
Changing State Tests
www.learndoe.org/

chancellor/

TUES., MAR. 12- 

WED., MAR. 13

Elementary schools’ 
parent-teacher 
conferences*

THURS., MAR. 14 - 

FRI., MAR. 15

High schools’  
parent-teacher  
conferences*

MON., MAR. 18- 

TUES., MAR. 19

District 75 schools’ 
parent-teacher 
conferences*

MON., MAR. 25- 

TUES., APR. 2

Spring Recess
Schools Closed

 
*Some schools may 
hold conferences on 
non-citywide dates.  
Please check your 
school’s calendar  

to confirm the  
parent-teacher  

conference date. 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Mark you calenders! 
The 15th Annual Bronx 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
starts at noon on Sunday, 
March 10 at E. Tremont 
Avenue and Lafayette Ave-
nue, and should offer view-
ers and revelers around the 
Throggs Neck community 
and the Bronx a chance to 
express their Irish pride. 

The parade will march 
down E. Tremont Avenue, 
annually packed with 
spectators decked out in 
green and a joyful spirit 
spilling out of the bars and 
taverns.

This year’s grand mar-
shals are Joe McManus 
and Rosemary Lombard, 
with honored clergy Fa-
ther Stephen Norton of 
St. Benedict’s Church in 
Throggs Neck. 

There are also 24 out-
standing Irish-Americans 
being honored posth-
mously for their contribu-
tions as honorary grand 
marshals (see centerfold 
pages 28 and 29).  

Speaking on behalf 
of the parade commit-
tee, Karin O’Conner said 
that all involved were ex-
tremely glad about the lon-
gevity of the parade. 

“We are really proud 
because this is 15 years go-
ing strong,” said O’Conner. 
“It’s amazing that what we 
thought was a good idea 
15 years ago really took 
on such support from the 
neighborhood and a spirit 
of community pride. Peo-
ple look forward to this ev-
ery year.” 

The parade will march 
to Harding Avenue where 
there will be a review-
ing stand, and then make 
a right turn going west 
for three or four blocks 
on Harding if the parade 
committee’s request is ap-
proved as it was submitted 
to the NYPD, she said.  

“We have a good for-
mula, so we are not going 
to change it too much,” 
said O’Conner, adding that 
as in recent years, there 
will be roughly 15 to 16 

bands, with a new band 
called “Marching Cobras” 
making its debut.

“We have great recep-
tion from the bands, and 
we have lots of school and 
community groups,” she 
said, “Nothing is tremen-

dously new. We have the 
mass, the breakfast and 
the line of march.” 

The mass for the march-
ers will be at 9 a.m. at St. 
Benedict’s Church, with 
the pre-parade breakfast 
for the marchers in Father 

Albert Hall at 10 a.m.
The master of ceremo-

nies for the day will be 
James McQuade, propri-
etor of the Schyuler Hill 
Funeral Home at 3535 E 
Tremont Avenue, who is 
also once again the spon-

sor of the pre-parade 
breakfast. 

“I am proud to sponsor 
the breakfast,” said Mc-
Quade. 

McQuade starts the pa-
rade off at Lafayette Av-
enue and then heads down 
E. Tremont to the review-
ing stand, said O’Conner. 
He is also extremly sup-
portive of the parade each 
and every year as an active 
member of the parade com-
mittee, in addition to run-
ning a demanding busi-
ness, she said. 

Selecting the grand 
marshals and honored 
clergy every year refreshes 
the parade committee, she 
said. 

“To have such a cross 
section of people really 
reginergizes the whole 
idea as to why we pick 
grand marshals,” she said. 
“We surprise ourselves 
every year about how we 
come up with such a great 
representation of the com-
munity to lead our pa-
rade.” 

Bands like the FDNY Emerald Society Pipes & Drums, seen here marching in a previous year’s parade, 
are a staple of the Bronx St. Patrick’s Day Parade   SEE PAGES 28-29 FOR MORE PHOTOS.  

Bronx St. Pat’s Parade set for March 10 
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TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm
IN THE SCHOOL CAFETERIA.
If you have any questions,
please contact Joann at (914) 906-5708

T

per person
I
I
p

per person
INCLUDES DINNER & 

OPEN BAR

St. Clare’s 62nd Annual Card Party

JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF GREAT FUN AND GREAT PRIZES
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A group that main-

tains an east Bronx park 
dedicated to American 
heroes is putting out an 
all-points alert for those 
desecrating it with their 
all terrain vehicles.

For the second time, 
most recently after a 
Feb. 8 snow storm, turf-
tearing ATV tracks were 
found in Bicentennial 
Veterans Memorial Park 
in Throggs Neck.

“We have a 4 X 4 all-
terrain vehicle that is 
cutting up and destroy-
ing the park. You can 
see the tracks coming 
in, and they are ripping 
up the place,” said Pat-
rick Devine, a Commu-
nity Board 10 member 
who helped bring about 
its opening on July 4, 
1976, and now heads the 
group partnering with 
the Parks Department to 
to maintain it. 

A $1.3 million recon-
struction project was re-
cently completed at the 

park, site of a victory gar-
den dedicated to the men 
and women of the armed 
forces. 

Newly planted saplings 
in the garden will be ded-
icated to individual vet-
erans. One was already 
dedicated in 2012.  

Devine said that the 
ATV rider tore one of the 
saplings in half , tore up 
part of the infi eld of the 
park’s softball fi eld, and 
ripped up plantings near 
the park’s fl ag pole and 
monument. 

He is now offering a 
$500 reward on behalf of 
Bicentennial Veterans 
Memorial Park for in-
formation leading to the 
arrest and conviction of 
the person or persons 
responsible for the ATV 
damage. 

“It is defi nitely some-
one from the community, 
and it is going to be the 
community who is going 
to fi nd him,” said Devine. 
“He is destroying the de-
velopment of the trees 

and fl ower beds.” 
Devine speculated that 

the ATV joyrider may not 
realize the park is dedi-
cated to veterans, and is 
just looking for a place to 

“rip it up.” 
This is not the fi rst 

time that the park has 
had this problem, he said. 
Before it was built, the 
area was known as “the 

dunes,” with young peo-
ple riding dirt bikes or 
small motorcycles there, 
he said. 

According to the Parks 
Department, fi nes for rid-

ing an ATV in the park 
range from $250 to $1000, 
with a possible criminal 
court summons. 

“It is illegal for ATVs, 
or any motor vehicle, to 
be brought into or oper-
ated in any area of a park 
except on park roads 
or designated parking 
areas,” said a Parks 
spokesman. “Parks En-
forcement Patrol offi cers 
conduct regular patrols 
of Bicentennial Veterans 
Memorial Park, and work 
closely with the NYPD 
to enforce quality-of-life 
laws, including these re-
strictions on ATV use.” 

Devine said that the 
phantom ATV rider 
could be an adult or teen-
ager.

He is also calling for 
improved fencing that 
prevents vehicles from 
entering the park.

Anyone having infor-
mation about the ATV 
vandalism should e-mail 
hondotots@optonline.
net.  

The tracks left by the ATV are clearly visible after a recent snowfall.  by Patrick Rocchio 

ATV tears a hole in the heart of Vet Park 
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3397 East Tremont Avenue Bronx, NY 10461
www. KaufmanRE.com   Call:(718) 484-4955

“Serving the people of The Bronx”

NOW

OPEN

Real Estate Sales & Listings For:
 Homes
 Co-ops
 Condominiums
 Apartment Bldg. Purchases
 Investment Properties
 Commercial Properties

Are You Buying? 
Selling?

Relocating?
Call the

Steve Kaufman
Real Estate Group LLC

(718)  484 – 4955
www.KaufmanRE.com  

Steve Kaufman
Real Estate Group LLC
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Bronx House is a benefi ciary agency of 

Bronx House, 990 Pelham Parkway South, Bronx, NY 10461

For more information, contact

or visit our website @ www.bronxhouse.org

At Bronx House you can play and work out like a champion!

*Extra month is based on a full 12-month membership commitment.  Some restrictions may
apply.  Offer expires February 28, 2011.

 

 

BY DAVID CRUZ
Hunts Point is no 

stranger to bar brawls.
But this one is pitting 

the local community board 
against three bars.  

And while it could be 
last call for two pubs, an-
other brawl is heating up.  

Community Board 
2 is poised to win their 
longtime battle against 
Club Heat, a gritty Hunts 
Point club recently shut 
down.  A sign by the U.S. 
Marshal’s Offi ce was re-
cently posted on the front 
door of the darkened bar.  
But an attorney for the 
near-defunct bar has fi led 
renewal papers with the 
State Liquor Authority 
for their current two-year 
liquor license, which ex-
pired Jan 31st.  

They issued a license 
renewal request two weeks 
before despite the obvi-
ous signs the bar had been 

shuttered.  Club owners 
also failed to give the 30-
day notice to Board 2, a le-
gal requirement.

“I get the liquor license 
request and I couldn’t be-
lieve it,” said CB2 District 
Manager Rafael Sala-
manca Jr., who logged a 
number of incidents linked 
to the club.  

The most infamous was 
the fatal shooting of Mo-
nique Rodriguez, caught 
in a crossfi re in December 
2011. 

A month later, there 
was a double shooting and 
stabbing, forcing the local 
41st Precinct to issue viola-
tions for unlicensed body-
guards.  

After an aggressive 
probe, the Four-One de-
manded bodyguards be 
licensed and surveillance 
systems upgraded.  

“They never came 
through with anything 

they said they were going 
to do,” said Salamanca.  

SLA spokesman Wil-

liam Crowley said his 
agency has yet to received 
an application for the li-

cense renewal.  
The club’s attorney, 

Miguel Vidal Jr., did not re-
turn calls for comment.  

A Hunts Point strip 
club known as Club Eleven 
faced a disciplinary hear-
ing Feb. 5 on a number of 
violations, with an admin-
istrative judge expected to 
rule shortly. Even if it is 
fi ned, the club owners have 
a right to appeal to the full 
commission.  

The club, at 1152 Randall 
Ave., has a laundry list of 
infractions, ranging from 
fi ghts to reports of prostitu-
tion, according to the SLA.   
The agency charged it with 
20 violations last year, in-
cluding a New Years Eve 
incident where a man’s 
face was cut. 

“My question is how 
could they go in with this 

knife?” asked Salamanca 
Jr.  “What kind of secu-
rity process you have in 

place?”  
Meanwhile, CB2 voted 

last month to recommend 
Ebony Lounge, a shady 
hangout spot in Longwood, 
be closed under the city’s 
Nuisance Abatement law.  
The 41st Precinct initially 
asked that the bar be closed 
after issuing 40 summonses 
last year, mainly for after-
hour liquor sales.  

Other reported in-
cidents included a New 
Year’s Eve brawl that re-
sulted in a DJ and bouncer 
arrested for weapons and 
marijuana possession, said 
Salamanca.

 He wondered whether 
any of his or other lawmak-
ers written complaints to 
the SLA hold any weight 
against unwelcomed clubs.  

“We want a business 
that doesn’t require a po-
lice car to be there every 
night because they’re 
scared of all the violence,” 

Local Communithy Board 2 putting neighborhood problem bars on notice

Club Eleven is one of three nightclubs in the crosshairs of Commu-
nity Board 2, which want them out of the Hunts Point nabe. Photo by 
David Cruz 

Taking aim at troubled Hunts Point clubs
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Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Catch this story. 
The City’s Department 

of Environmental Protec-
tion has netted ten tons 
of garbage in the past 14 
months – from four ny-
lon nets under the Bronx 
River.

It’s all part of the plan 
to prevent garbage and de-
bris entering into what is 
being called the Bronx’s 
comeback river. 

The nets, in a $26 mil-
lion pilot program, were 
installed at four strategic 
locations – at West Farms 
Road, the Bronx Zoo, 
Bronx Park Avenue and 
Soundview Park  – where 
storm water sewer loca-
tions are located. 

Besides the nylon net-
ting, which was installed 
in 2011, moveable screens 
on hydraulic lifts were 
also installed at those lo-
cations in late 2012. 

The pollution controls 
will not, however, have 
any affect on the 16 miles 
of the Bronx River above 

180th Street, up through 
Westchester county, said 
Damian Griffi n, educa-
tion director for the Bronx 
River Alliance. 

“A lot of what ends up 
in the river comes through 
the sewer system, so it is 
defi nitely going to reduce 
the amount of physical 
garbage,” said Griffi n. 
“But you still have debris 

coming from the north.” 
Further complicating 

the matter, he said, is that 
all Westchester County 
storm sewers fl ow into the 
nearest body of water. 

A possible way to miti-
gate the problem, he said, 
is through “green infra-
structure,” like tree pits 
that soak up the water.

“These pollution con-

trol devices will help keep 
litter out of the Bronx 
and Upper East Rivers 
and ensure that New 
York City remains a place 
where people want to live, 
work, and raise a family,” 
said DEP Commissioner 
Carter Strickland.

Borough President 
Diaz applauded the pol-
lution control devices 
“along our borough’s 
jewel, the Bronx River,” 
calling them “a great in-
vestment for our future 
generations.”

“This program is about 
more than just keeping 
trash and debris out of a 
river, this is about build-
ing a community around 
our natural resources.”

Councilwoman Anna-
bel Palma, Councilman 
Oliver Koppell, and Coun-
cilman Joel Rivera all ex-
pressed support for the 
new pollution controls, as 
did Linda Cox, the Bronx 
River Alliance’s executive 
director.

“As more and more 

New Yorkers explore the 
Bronx River for recreation 
and enjoyment, we are 
sure that they will appre-
ciate this contribution to 
reducing pollution, along 
with other measures that 
DEP is taking to improve 

water quality.”
And lest any urban 

paddlers be concerned, 
neither the bar screens 
nor the nylon netting will 
impede canoeing on the 
river, said DEP spokes-
man Edward Timbers. 

Seen here under construction is one of the stations that should 
reduce pollution on the Bronx River.  courtesy of DEP 

These nets catch debris and prevent it from entering the Bronx 
River at four locations.  courtesy of DEP 

New pollution controls for Bronx River 
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

These special words are reserved for those 
individuals who have devoted their own life 
to improve the lives of others. This year the 
Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth 

profiles, salutes 25 Influential Bronx Women. 
Each woman’s unique accomplishments will 
be highlighted in a keepsake publication on 

March 29th 2013.

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Influential Women of 2013!

Evelyn Oliver
Con Edi son

Deirdre Scott
Bronx Council of the Arts

Sharlene Brown
Bronx YMCA

Bailey Provetto
St. Benedict’s Playhouse

Karin O’Connor
Throggs Neck Benevolent Association

 Terri Dambinskas
Ice House

Rose Florio
Golden Glow Cookie Factory

Linda Cox
Bronx River Alliance

Sana Nasser
Truman High School

Jackie Kyle Kall
Port of Kall Realty

Krystal Serrano
Health First

Mirian Moses
Lincoln Hospital

Deborah Tymon
NY Yankees 

Sr. Diane Prusinski
Rosalie Hall 

Wendy Rodriguez
Community Board 6

Nydia R. Edgecombe
Hostos Community College

Marcia Cameron
Bronx Women’s Business Resource Center

Donna Karlson
NY Institute for Special Education

Dolores Batista
Allstate

Sandi Lusk
Westchester Square Zerega Improvement 

Organization

Hope Harley
Bronx Children’s Museum

Roberta Greenberg
Monroe College

Joanne Russo-Rubino
Community Board 11

Edith Blitzer
Pelham Pkwy Neighborhood Association

Patricia Williams
Youth Leaders on the Move
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BY DAVID CRUZ
Doreen Venezia is known 

as the “Housewife Police,” 
keeping tabs on just about 
anything that could hurt 
her Throggs Neck nabe.  

When an abandoned 
home began to crumble 
three years ago, she cam-
paigned for a cleanup proj-
ect, hoping to keep property 
values stable.  

But just who was respon-
sible?  

Venezia started her proj-
ect after the homeowner 
hightailed it out of his home 
on Scott Place, a tiny block 
just off E. Tremont Ave.  

Venezia remembers a 
messy garage, vermin sight-
ings and overgrown weeds 
engulfi ng the outside of the 
vacant home soon after.

“The grass was so high 
there was a car buried,” 
said Venezia. “We didn’t 
know there was a car.”

The grassy patches gave 

stray cats enough cover to 
mate, said Venezia.  Pos-
sums also made themselves 
at home.  

Flies piled up as garbage 
was strewn about the front 
yard. And with the last ten-
ant leaving in 2009, Venezia 
asked who was responsible.  

“Everybody was con-
cerned about this house,”  
said Venezia. “We knew it 
was just going to sit here.”  

After working the 
phones, searching for help 
from anyone who would 
maintain the property, Sen-
ator Jeff Klein stepped in 
on her behalf, calling mort-
gager Wells Fargo to main-
tain the property. 

But the bank’s respon-
sibility was complicated by 
the homeowner fi ling for 
bankruptcy. The litigation 
limbo forced Wells Fargo to 
hold off on keeping the prop-
erty up on a regular basis.   

“[Bankruptcy] creates 

issues concerning our abil-
ity to enter and maintain 
the property,” said spokes-
man Tom Goyda.  

Still, Wells Fargo sent 
out inspection teams after 
Klein’s offi ce emailed a list 
of issues.

 A bankruptcy judge 
okayed the bank to dispatch 
cleanup crews, who eventu-
ally boarded up the garage 
doors while sweeping up 
debris from the front of the 
home.  

“They been coming ev-
ery week,” said Venezia, 
glad to see a solution in 
time for her own home’s ap-
praisal.  

“Thank God the home 
was cleaned next door,” 
she said.  “You didn’t want 
them to think the block was 
a dump.”    

Reach reporter David 
Cruz at dcruz@cnglocal.
com or Twitter @CWEB-
CRUZER.  

Foreclosed TN home
gets a clean sweep

Doreen Venezia campaigned for years to clean up this Throggs Neck house behind her. She fi nally got 
her wish thanks to Sen. Jeff Klein.  Photo by David Cruz

©2012 M
KJ M

arketing

Our Video Tributes are more than a unique way  
to show the past–they’re a remarkable way to 

share memories.  You provide old photos of fam-
ily and friends and we’ll develop a one-of-a-kind  

video montage.  It’s then set to music and shown 
at the service.  Treasure it for the day.  Keep it  
forever.  Video Tributes…a moving experience.

Video Tributes from 
our funeral home

G   ive us old snapshots 
and we’ll give you a new 

way of remembering.

www.lucchesefuneralhome.com

This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)
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LJI JEWELERS SAYS

WAIT!
DON’T SELL YOUR GOLD

DON’T GET SCREWED

B
U
Y

P
A
W
N

AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

Pocket

M
or

e 
$ 

In
 Y

ou
r P

oc
ke

t M
ore $ In Your Pocket

Pocket

TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer

     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds

2) Then Come To LJI and Compare

     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot Higher!!!

3021 Westchester Ave.
Bronx, NY

718-931-1932

3645 Bruckner Blvd. BX
1 Block from Pelham Bay Station

347-651-3567

921 Broadway
Thornwood, NY
914-773-5500

www.ljijewelers.com

What ever happened to the days when people prided themselves on honesty and when 

their word was their bond? What ever happened to the days when people tried to help others 

instead of taking advantage of each other?

Today, we live in a very different world, but, thank God there are still places where you can 

go and still feel confident that you will always be treated fairly and more importantly, with 

honesty. One of these places is LJI Jewelers...they have been serving the Pelham Bay area 

for nearly 20 years. Aside from selling gold and diamond jewelry they do gold buying and 

pawning.

I’m sure you have heard of all the horror stories told by people who either sold their gold to 

gold buying stores or went to events in those convention centers and hotel conference rooms 

or who even sent their gold through the mail only to find out later that they got paid only a 

fraction of the money that their gold and diamonds were really worth. You hear this all the 

time, on the news or on the internet warning you not to go here or send your gold there.

When customers go to LJI to sell their gold or diamonds, they are pleasantly surprised, and 

in many cases stunned when they hear what they are offered. Some have even, believe it or 

not, been on the verge of tears. The customers always come back and send all their friends 

because they know they are being treated fairly, honestly and know they are getting the 

highest prices.

LJI always wants its customers to feel comfortable in knowing that the prices they are 

getting for their old gold is the highest price! LJI has put signs up in their stores encouraging 

people to shop around to see what offers they get for their old gold. Then, they want them to 

come back to LJI without saying what the other offers were, and then see how much more 

money LJI pays them.

So if you need to sell or pawn your old gold or diamond jewelery...

Go to LJI. You will come out with a big smile on your face.

REMEMBER OUR SLOGAN...
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ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New
DENTAL IMPLANTS

As Seen On

Dental Implants
$795 REG.

$1000

LIMITED TIME OFFER
WITH THIS COUPON • CON NOT BE COMBINED

WITH OTHER OFFERS • EXPIRES 08/31/10

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence
Vincent M. Cefola, D.D.S
Roger Chehova, D.D.S.

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

Implant.....................$995
Intergrated Post...........$0
Crown.......................$995
Total.......................$1990

By DaviD Cruz
Math and science may 

be the hallmarks of this 
Bronx high school, but art 
is making a splash on its 
campus. 

And it’s all thanks to 
Larry Minetti, a Bronx-
bred art teacher who’s 
turned the humanities 
course into a must-have 
class at the Collegiate Insti-
tute of Math and Science.  
CIMS is housed at Chris-
topher Columbus High 
School, now being phased 
out by the city Education 
Department.  The Pelham 
Parkway school did away 
with art programs, seen as 
an overall burden to a city 
agency still in budget-cut-
ting mode.  

“The fact that some 
schools do not offer art is 
incredibly bothersome,” 
said Minetti, who not 
only served as the high 
school’s 17-year teacher 
but also graduated from 
the school.  

“I legitimately grew up 
450 feet from where I’m 
working,” said Minetti.  
“Now I’m 41-years-old and 
I haven’t left this area.”  

CIMS started moving 
against the downtrend af-
ter principal Shadia Alva-
rez tapped Minetti to pio-
neer the program based on 
student demand.  

“We had a vision al-
ready,” said Alvarez.  “But 
what made that vision ac-
tually move was the stu-
dent voice.”  

Minetti, anxious he 
would be transferred out 
of the building, was soon 
relieved Alvarez offered 
him a post at CIMS.  

 “I heard a lot of great 
things about him,” said 

Alvarez, believing art to 
be a critical ingredient to 
a well-rounded education.  

Working on a shoe-
string budget, donations 
and other sources, Minetti 
was able to work with what 
he had.  The challenge has 
certainly reinvigorated 
Minetti, whose enthusi-
asm for the craft is appar-
ent inside and outside the 
classroom.    

“I do feel sparked by 
this change,” he said.  “I 
feel reborn.” 

Since becoming CIMS’s 
only art teacher into the 
program, Minetti has 
hit the ground running, 
campaigning to bring 
art to the forefront of the 
school, organizing an art 
club where over a dozen 
students painted the 15th 
school mural - the CIMS 
mascot wolf howling over 
a moonlit evening.       

“Kids love art and when 
you get the opportunity to 
paint on a wall it’s sym-
bolic to something that’s 
out of the ordinary,” said 
Minetti, drawing compar-
isons to graffiti tagging.  
“In this case it was legal.”   

He’s even taken his stu-
dents’ works on the road 
with the help of Sen. Jeff 

Klein, who organized an 
art gallery at the Hutch 
Metro Center back in De-
cember.  

“We had no idea it was 
going to be successful as it 
was,” said Minetti. 

With the school year 
three months shy of end-
ing, Minetti is looking 
forward to the 2013-14 se-
mester when a sequence 
of Advanced Placement 
courses will be intro-
duced.  

“Offering AP classes is 
a phenomenal especially in 
a school that’s not art-based 
such as CIMS,” he said. 

Reach David Cruz at 
dcruz@cnglocal.com or on 
Twitter at @CWEBCRU-
ZER.  

Bronx

Favorite art Movies:
“Pollack”

Favorite Book:
“Where The Wild Things Are”
Favorite place in the 

Bronx:
City Island

Favorite artist:
Michaelangelo

place WoUlD like to visit”
Italy

Bio Bits

neighbors
PROFILE

Larry Minetti
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IINTRODUCING PROJECT 
CANDLE IN THE WINDOW 

 
 
 

HELP US SUPPORT OUR TROOPS. 
 

PUT A CANDLE IN YOUR WINDOW 
 

TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

AND WISH THEM A SAFE RETURN. 
 

DON’T HAVE A CANDLE ? 
 

NO PROBLEM 
 

GET ONE AT NO CHARGE AT 
 

AMERICAN LEGION POST # 1853 
2879 BUHRE AVE. 
BRONX, NY 10461 

 
Sponsored By 

 
FARENGA BROS.INC. 
FUNERAL HOME 
920 ALLERTON AVE 
BRONX, NY 10469 
(718) 654 0500 

 

      “ The Difference is in the Caring “ 

PELHAM FAMILY DENTAL ARTS
www.pelhamfamilydentalarts.com

914.738.3606
“ Your Smile Is Our Art “

Providing the Highest Quality Dental Service in Westchester County

Participating in most
dental insurance plans.

If you do not have
insurance coverage, we 
offer 20% courtesy
discounts on most
procedures with this ad.
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Gjonaj sponsors student trip

We accept thousands of vision care plans. *Complete pair purchase required. $99 offer includes any frame up to $130, single vision, ST28 lined bifocals or Instinctive no-line bifocals with 
scratch-resistant plastic lenses excluding Rayban and SunSpot Collections. Additional charge may be applied for strong Rx. Specialty lenses and lens options are additional. **Contact lenses 
not available in AR and RI. Valid prescription required. See optician for details. Frame selection may vary by store location. Cannot be combined with any other offer, vision care plan, package 
pricing or prior orders.  †Participating locations only. Not valid on prior orders and may not be combined with vision care or any other offer. Eye exams performed by independent state licensed 
Doctors of Optometry. Offers valid 3/1/13-3/31/13.

STOCK UP NOW ON CONTACTS**

ACUVUE® 2™ sale, per box $17

SofLens® daily disposable sale, per box $33

ACUVUE® OASYS® sale, per box $29

SALE

$99
complete pair of eyeglasses* 

with FREE no-line bifocals
single vision, clear scratch-resistant lens and any frame up to $130

eye exam $5 off†

contact lens exam $10 off†

Call today for your annual  
eye exam or bring in your Rx.

EYE HEALTH 
AWARENESS 
MONTH

 Call 1-877-jcpeyes or visit jcpenneyoptical.com

Bay Plaza Shopping Center 
(718) 862-9419

Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

We Also Have Ofiices in Manhattan and Queens
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264

Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj of the 80th District 
Assembly joined students 
from Harry S. Truman High 
School, Collegiate Institute 
for Math and Science, and 
Pelham Preparatory Acad-
emy on Christopher Colum-
bus Campus with a weekend 
in Albany for the New York 
State Association of Black 
& Puerto Rican Legislators 
Conference Weekend.

The weekend was spon-
sored by Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj and Senator 
Jeff Klein, as well receiv-
ing support from Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand, Con-
gressman Joseph Crowley, 
and Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto. The funds sup-
ported the opportunity to at-
tend the breakfast and lunch 
forum, a business and career 
expo and the Grand Scholar-
ship Gala Dinner.

All twenty-two (22) stu-
dents headed to our state 
capitol on Friday morning to 
begin the weekend of events. 
The students offi cially 
started off the weekend with 

the Chairman’s Reception on 
Friday night with good food, 
dancing and other festivi-
ties.

On Saturday, the group 
along with Assemblyman 
Gjonaj attended the New 
York State Comptroller’s, 
Thomas DiNapoli’s break-
fast in the morning. The 
State Comptroller met per-
sonally with the students 
and greeted them to a week-
end he insured would be one 
they would not forget. They 
enjoyed the afternoon at the 
Business and Career Expo 
gathering information based 
on their future career inter-
ests. Assemblyman Gjonaj 
invited the students to lunch 
in his Legislative Offi ce 
while they were treated with 
a visit and discussion by As-
semblyman Eric Stevenson.

The most prominent 
memory they took home 
had to be the personal atten-
tion from each legislator: “it 
was really amazing to me 
that these elected offi cials 
were able to take time from 
this busy weekend to meet 

and talk with us, especially 
the ones from our district. 
They shared a lot of insight 
on the importance of getting 
involved at a young age and 
encouraged us make connec-
tions with everyone we meet. 
That certainly made the trip 
for me,” said Shaen Hinds, a 
student from Harry S. Tru-
man High School. The stu-
dents were greeted by many 
other representatives such 
as Senator Chuck Schumer, 
Congressman Charles Ran-
gel, Bronx Senator Ruth Has-
sel-Thompson, Bronx Coun-
cilman Andy King, who 
attended with students form 
his Youth Empowerment 
Program (Y.E.P). 

The students fi nished 
off their trip with a tour at 
the SUNY Albany Campus, 
before heading back to the 
Bronx. Assemblyman Gjonaj 
shares, “it was a great week-
end. The students enjoyed 
themselves and I am happy 
they were able to experience 
this weekend. I plan to con-
tinue this trip in the years to 
come.”

Over sixty Cardinal 
Spellman HS students and 
four faculty members jour-
neyed to Washington D.C. 
this year to take part in the 
40th March for Life. The 
march is an annual pro-
test against the Supreme 
Court’s 1973 decision in 
Roe v. Wade, which legal-
ized abortion in the United 

Spellman students March for Life
States. Cold and cloudy 
weather did not deter the 
Spellman contingent, or 
the over 100,000 other par-
ticipants who walked up 
Constitution Avenue, to 
Capitol Hill and past the 
Supreme Court building. 
Also attending the march 
was Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan, Archbishop of New 

York. who praised the large 
numbers of young people 
who continue to support 
the pro-life movement. The 
trip was organized by Fr. 
Peter Pilsner, Moderator of 
the school’s Pro Life Club 
and Campus Minister, and 
Religion teacher Jennifer 
Stroik. 

Spellman students and faculty in Washington D.C. at the March for Life.
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NOLAN: GRAND MARSHAL
Robert Nolan, borough politico and former aide 
to several past borough presidents, was for-
mally presented with his sash as the Bronx Aide 
to the Grand Marshal of the Saint Patrick’s Day 
Parade in Manhattan, held this year and every 
year on Saturday, March 16. The presentation 
took place at a function honoring the installa-
tion of the grand marshal at the New York Ath-
letic Club in Manhattan on Jan. 17. This year’s 
parade is the 252nd annual parade the grand 
marshal will be Alfred E. Smith IV, great grand-
son of the fi rst Irish Catholic to run for presi-
dent, Alfred E. Smith in 1928.   Photo courtesy of 
Bob Nolan 

RIBBON CUTTING FOR URBAN HEALTH PLAN
Urban Health Plan ushered in its newest walk-in clinic Feb. 15, easing the travel restrictions for some 
of the elderly residents in the Soundview nabe.  The new St. Lawrence Community Health Center at 
1764 Westchester Avenue sees about 500 patients a week.  Services include women’s health, nutrition 
and health education.  

Cutting the ceremonial blue and yellow ribbon are (l-r) Community Board 9 District Manager Francisco 
Gonzalez, Montefi ore Hospital’s Don Ashkenase, Urban Health Plan Chief Operating Network Offi cer 
Angel LaPorte, Paloma Izquierdo-Hernandez Pres./CEO of Urban Health, Bronx Lebanon Hospital’s Sam 
Shutman, St. Lawrence staffer Yalitza Johnson, Javier Lopez with Congressma Jose Serrano,  and 
Melissa Cebollero,represenative from Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s Offi ce.   Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Urban Health Plan CEO and President Paloma Hernandez speaks at the podium ahead of the ribbon-
cutting.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

GJONAJ CELEBRATES MP RESIDENT’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

Cheers to 100 years! Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj stopped by to toast life-long Bronx resident, Santo 
Gulla, while he celebrated his 100th birthday surrounded by his family at friends at Pine Restaurant 
on Friday, Feb. 22. 
Pictured are Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj (left center) and Santo Gulla (right center).  Photo by Aracelis 
Batista

BLUES AND JAZZ BENEFIT BBQ FOR SAMUEL YOUNG POST
Members of The Potato Head Band rocked out during the American Legion Samuel Young Post 620’s 
Jazz and Blues BBQ benefi t on Saturday, Feb. 23. About nine bands played for attendees while barbe-
cued chicken and venison was served hot off the grill.. 
Pictured are members of The Potato Head Band: Randy Bonna,  keyboard;  Mack Bernardo, guitar;  
Charley Palmieri, bass;  and Jimmy Kane on the drums. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 
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Donald Clarke grew up in Throggs Neck and served in World War 
II in the south Pacific on Okinawa. He worked for City of New York 
Economic Development Administration during the reconstruction 
of Yankee Stadium, and always like to tell his friends and family 
about what it was like to grow up in Throggs Neck. 

Michael Kevin Morgan grew up in Throggs Neck, and spent 
29 years working facilities management for New York State. He is 
remembered as a family man and friend to many. 

Mark McKay was born in the Bronx and was an active member 
of the First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck for his entire life.  
A retired FDNY Luitentant, he lived in Throggs Neck, Pelham Bay, 
Country Club, and City Island. 

Geri Demers was a well-known and beloved mentor to many 
young ladies during more than three decades of coaching girls 
cheer for the Warriors Football League. She has been involved 
in all facets of the community, including being a member of 
Community Board 10 for a time. 

William Clancy, a life-long City Islander, was involved in a 
plethora of different community organizations. A proud veteran 
of the Army Paratroppers from the Vietnam-Era, he was slated to 
be the state commander of the American Legion this year. 

TOP ROW

MIDDLE ROW

Born in 1988, William Brennan was a proud operating 
enigineer and a welder, who was a hard worker. He is remembered 
by his family as a young man with a huge heart. 

Raymond Bartley McCann was born in 1936 and moved 
to Throggs Neck when he was two. He was raised in the same 
Milton Place home where he would later raise his own children. 
He was a devout Catholic, and worked for UPS and the MTA. 

Abby Marie Devany Bonelli grew up in Silver Beach, 
and attended St. Frances de Chantal and Preston High School. 
She was very proud of her Irish heritage and loved singing Irish 
songs at parties. She was the mother of three children. Anyone 
who knew Abby well found that she lifted their spirits. 

BOTTOM ROW

Peter Christopher Junta Jr. used to love watching the 
Bronx St. Patrick’s Day Parade, an according to his family, always 
enjoyed being at Miles and E. Tremont avenues to show his 
support. He graduated high school with a 99% overall average, 
his family stated, and marched several times in the New York City 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

Barbara Callahan grew up on Ellsworth Avenue and was the 
youngest of five children, and had fond memories of playing at 
Weir Creek in childhood. In 1962, she married another Bronxite, 
John Callahan, and together they raised three children. Summers 
were spent on their boat at the Bronxonia and Locust Point Yacht 
Clubs, where she has some of her fondest memories. 

John Elliott was a World War II veteran who served in the 
Pacific, fighting in the battles of Makin, Saipan, and Okinawa, 
rising to the rank of sergeant. He become a NYPD patrolman 
in 1951. He later rose to the rank of sergeant, and worked 
coordinating the traffic logistics for construction of the World 
Trade Center and the ticker tape parade for Apollo 11 astronauts. 
Police Commissioner Ray Kelly honored him in 2011 for being the 
oldest living sergeant in New York City.

Joan McCarthy Murphy was born in the Bronx in 1932, 
and grew up on Clay Avenue. Joan was a registered nurse who 
was also an avid hockey fan. When the New York Rangers won the 
Stanley Cup in 1994, she and her husband Joe had the Stanley 
Cup for three days in Throggs Neck for everybody to visit and 
take pictures with. They had been married in 1959 and moved to 
Throggs Neck in 1961. 

St. Patrick’s Parade p
24 Commun

DONALD CLARKE MICHAEL KEVIN MORGAN MARK MCKAY GERI DEMERS

WILLIAM CLANCY WILLIAM BRENNAN RAYMOND BARTLEY MCCANN ABBY MARIE DEVANY BONELLI

PETER CHRISTOPHER JUNTA JR. BARBARA CALLAHAN JOHN ELLIOTT JOAN MCCARTHY MURPHY
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TOP ROW
Margaret Murphy was known as “Peggy.” She worked at St. 
Vincent’s, New Rochelle Hospital and Montefiore Medical Center. 
She was an accomplished Irish Step Dancer, and was never without 
her camera at a party. 

Ann Toohey was a lifelong Bronx resident who grew up 
attending Our Lady of Solace School and Aquanis High School. She 
married her childhood sweetheart, Paul Toohey, and they spent 55 
years together, raising three children. She passed away on June 
29, which was her husband Paul’s birthday. Her family stated that 
they guess Paul wanted a birthday dance with Ann in heaven.

Michael Kelleher was born in 1933 in County Cork, Ireland. 
Michael immigrated first to England, then to Canada, and finally to 
America and the Bronx. He meet his wife Elizabeth at Gaelic Park, 
and they made their home in Throggs Neck since 1969. He worked 
at Con Edison for 31 years, retiring in 1993. 

MIDDLE ROW

Paul Lynch  grew up in Throggs Neck, and left the world when 
he was still a young man, just 36-years-old. He was the brother of 
9/11 hero Firefighter Michael Lynch, and grew up in Throggs Neck 
as part of a family of ten children of Irish immigrants John and 
Kathleen Lynch.

Thomas Aquinas Moore was born in County Kerry, Ireland 
in 1924, but was already a naturalized citizen of the United States 
because his father had served in the U.S. Navy. During World War 
II he served as a medic in the 97th infantry, known as the Trident. 
After the war, he became a New York City firefighter and worked 
his way up to Battalion Chief and Deputy Chief, Division 5, by the 
time he retired in 1979. 

Jim Halpin, Sr. was born in a small village in North Kerry 
called Knocknagoshel. He eventually imigrated and found his way 
to Morris Park, when he and his wife raised four children. He had a 
passion for Gaelic Football and was instrumental in forming the St. 
Raymond’s Gaelic Football Club. 

BOTTOM ROW
Robert Rohan Jr. grew up attending St. Nicholas of Tolentine 
church and school in west Bronx, and always liked to remember his 
Fordham Road community back in what he called the “good, old 
days.” The father of three children, he worked at the MTA, where he 
was a member and briefly president of the NYC Transit Fife and Drum 
Band, the Emerald Society and a representative for TWU Local 100. 

Thomas Mulroy was born in Bay Ridge, and lived had a varied 
working life a young man; he worked in stables and a chicken 
market, at a church rectory, and was a telegram messanger and 
a chauffeur. His career was as a bus dispatcher and Director of 
Revenue for the MTA. He was the father of seven children.

Malachy Higgins was born in the St. Anne’s section of the 
Bronx and served in the Marine Corps. during World War II. He 
joined the NYPD in 1948 and worked in the 42nd Precinct, and was 
vice president of the Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association when he 
retired in 1975. 

Michael Lenihan was a life-long Bronx resident who spent 
the last 45 years of his life in Throggs Neck. He was a graduate of 
NY Institute of Technology, and had a distinguished career in law 
enforcement as a NYC Police Officer and Federal Customs Agent. 

MARGARET MURPHY ANN TOOHEY MICHAEL KELLEHER BILL HESSION 

PAUL LYNCH THOMAS DUNLEAVY  THOMAS AQUINAS MOORE JIM HALPIN, SR.

ROBERT ROHAN JR. THOMAS MULROY MALACHY HIGGINS MICHAEL LENIHAN

William “Bill” Hession was an avid Mets fan, lifetime 
member of the Bronxoina Yacht Club, and Korean War Veteran. 
Bill began his career with as an electrical engineer with the New 
York City Transit Authority and retired in 1988. He would love to tell 
anyone who would listen the history of Throggs Neck. 

 Thomas Joseph Dunleavy was born in the Bronx in 1934 
and grew up on Edison Avenue. He left home when he enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy in 1951, and served during the Korean War aboard 
the USS Oriskany. He received three battle stars for his service. 
He later married the love of his life, Helen Joan McMahon, and 
together they raised 10 children.
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The Bronx paid tribute to generations of African Americans 
during this year’s Black History Month.  Several Bronx 
ceremonies were held with lawmakers honoring prominent 
African American figures who’ve made contributions to 
the borough’s business, health and political spheres.  Black 
History Month first began as Black History Week in 1926 but 
eventually expanded.   

(Left) In Co-op City, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. (r) held 
his annual Black History Month celebration, honoring former 
Mayor David Dinkins and Co-op City community activist Fran-
cine Reva Jones, seen here picking up a Citation of Merit from 
BP Diaz and Deputy BP Aurelia Greene Feb. 13.  Assemblyman 
Mike Benedetto also attended.   Photo by Alex Belisle 

(Left middle) Newly-elected Councilman Andy King high fi ved 
a young Bronxite during the annual Black History Month 
celebration at the Botanical Garden.  King was the keynote 
speaker at the Feb. 15 event featuring workshops and African 
dance presentations before several young people at the land-
mark garden.   Photo courtesy of the New York City Botanical Garden. 

(Left bottom) Ending neighborhood violence was the theme 
for St. Barnabas as it celebrated Black History Month Feb. 19.  
City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott (pictured) delivered 
remarks on the topic.  Jackie Rowe-Adams, a NYC Parks Dept. 
offi cial who lost two suns to gun violence, also spoke at the 
solemn event.  Rowe-Adams founded a Harlem-based group 
campaigning to get illegal guns off the streets.  

(Far Left) Decked in a traditional African dance outfi t, African 
Movement Ensemble instructor Pat Mabry shows off some 
dance moves at the Black History Month celebration at the 
New York City Botanical Garden Feb. 15.  Photo courtesy of the 
New York City Botanical Garden 

(Right top) Former Mayor David Dinkins, who ran New York 
City as the fi rst black mayor in 1989, is all smiles at the Black 
History Month celebration in Co-op City.  Deputy Borough 
President Aurelia Greene joins him in a laugh.  Photo by Alex 
Belisle 

(Right, second from top) Former Comptroller Bill Thompson 
delivers the keynote speech before several African Americans 
during Sen. Jeff Klein’s annual Black History Month celebra-
tion.  Nearly 300 residents stopped by Villa Barone Manor Feb. 
23 that also honored black African American leaders in the 
borough.   Photo by Josiane Bauke 

(Right, second from bottom) Congressman Jose Serrano (l) 
and Sen. Jose M. Serrano honor Civil Court Judge Donald 
A. Miles (center) with an honorary plaque for Black History 
Month.  Judge Miles was one of three Bronx African American 
fi gures recognized by the Serranos for making a difference 
in the community.  Other honorees included Councilwoman 
Diane Foster and Children’s Aid Society President Richard R. 
Buery Jr.  They trio was honored at The Bronx Shepherds Res-
toration Corporation in Tremont on Feb. 8.  Photo by Walter 
Pofeldt

(Right bottom) Bronx Chamber of Commerce President Lenny 
Caro shares a moment with NYC Correction Offi cers Benevo-
lent Association President Norman Seabrook, one of several 
honorees at the Bronx Chamber Annual African American 
Heritage Celebration.   Photo by Alex Belisle
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Middle School 390 chorus singing the National Anthem in Co-op City.   Photo by Alex Belisle 
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DIABETES PREVENTION FORUM AT BRONX YMCA

VACCA TO DEDICATE NEW LIBRARY AT P.S. 71

The Bronx YMCA launched a new diabetes prevention at its Glebe Senior Center, at 2125 Glebe Avenue 
on Wednesday, Feb. 20. 
Director Sarah Thompson serves a healthy meal to Joy Saxon and Bernice Johnson, as part of the 
program’s initiative.  Photo by Josiane Bauke 

Councilman Jimmy Vacca was on hand to dedicate a newly renovated library at P.S. 71 on Thursday, 
Feb. 21. The library was built with a $250,000 grant secured from the City Council by Vacca. The 
funding allowed the school to provide new fl oors, book shelves, chairs, tables, paint, and other ac-
cessories.

(Above) Pictured are students (l-r) Lucas Almeida, Alyssa McKeithan, Hailey Marquez, Julian Abreo and 
Bethany Sullivan, along with Councilman Jimmy Vacca (c) and P.S. 71 principal Phyllis Calzolaio (far 
left), at a ribbon cutting ceremony for the library improvements.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

LONGTIME COUPLES AT SWEETHEART LUNCHEON
Happy Valentine’s Day, my love. In honor of Valentine’s Day, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
HealthFirst hosted a luncheon for couples married for 50 years or more. The party, held at Villa 
Barone Manor, honored individual couples. Seen here enjoying themselves are Angela Macchia (l) and 
Domenick Macchia (r) who are married for 66 years.  Photo by Silvio Picifi co

DIABETES PREVENTION FORUM AT BRONX YMCA

The Allerton Avenue Home Owners & Tenants Association cut a rug at their annual dinner dance on 
Saturday, Feb. 23 at Marina del Rey. The association honored attorney Steve Kaufman and Vito Caputo 
and John Caputo of Caputo Jewelers at 1063 Morris Park Avenue for their service to the community. 
Attending were mayoral candidate and Public Advocate Bill de Blasio, Congressman Eliot Engel, As-
semblyman Mark Gjonaj, and Councilman Jimmy Vacca and many other distinguished guests. 

Seen here after the awards presentation are (l-r) Vacca, Engel, John Caputo, honorees Stephen Kauf-
man and Vito Caputo, association president Sal Castorina, and Assemblyman Mark Gonaj.
 Photo by Laura Stone 
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HEEL TO TOE FOOT CENTER, LLC
3555 E. TREMONT AVE., BRONX, NY 10465

PH: 718-828-5300 FAX: 718-828-0026

SALVATION SURGICAL SUPPLIES
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The sanctity of the doc-
tor-patient relationship: 
it’s an ancient tenet of 
medicine, but also a fun-
damental issue in one of 
modern healthcare’s hot-
test topics - coordination 
of care.  

As the nation searches 
for the best way to cre-
ate a more collaborative, 
financially sustainable 
system that works for pa-
tients, long term care is 
providing effective mod-
els and lessons. At the 
same time, we are work-
ing with the government 
to eliminate barriers to 
what we believe can lead 
to significant growth for 
those effective, collabora-
tive solutions. 

I’m talking specifically 
about PACE, a managed 
care program that has 
served long term care pa-
tients for 25 years. PACE, 
the Program for the All-
Inclusive Care for the 
Elderly, is a coordinated 
care model that improves 
both the patient’s health 
and Medicaid’s bottom 
line.

  
Focused on the most 

costly and complex indi-
viduals to care for – pa-
tients eligible for Medi-
care and Medicaid who 
are qualified to live in a 
nursing home – the PACE 
model brings together 
nurses, physicians, so-
cial workers, therapists 
and other caregivers to 
create a coordinated care 
plan for each patient. The 
goal is to keep the patient 
healthy and at home while 
assisting with the activi-
ties of daily life, such as 
washing, dressing, eating 
and socializing. 

The model is catching 
on, and PACE, we believe, 
is poised for significant 
growth.  

In the case of Center-

Light Healthcare in New 
York, the nation’s larg-
est PACE program, a key 
reason for this projected 
growth is a waiver issued 
by Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, the fed-
eral agency that adminis-
ters these programs. Most 
PACE programs require 
patients to see PACE-em-
ployed physicians, and 
discourage enrollment by 
seniors who want to stick 
with their doctors. The 
waiver eliminates that en-
rollment barrier by allow-
ing patients to see their 

own doctor as part of their 
PACE care plan. Waivers 
have also been issued to 
a small number of other 
PACE programs and dis-
cussions have taken place 
in Washington about re-
vising the rules on physi-
cians for PACE programs 
nationwide.

For the patient and 
for our state’s Medicaid 
systems, the resulting 
growth in enrollment 
could have a huge impact. 
Figures from the New 
York State Department 
of Health show that, for 

75% of the cost of perma-
nently residing in a nurs-
ing home, CenterLight 
PACE programs can pro-
vide substantially more 
services, while keeping 
patients safe at home.

The issue is particu-
larly timely, as New York 
State also recently issued 
a new mandate that all 
long term care patients 
enroll in a managed care 
program.  

So, what if a new op-
portunity allowed PACE 
patients to use their cur-
rent doctor and still take 

advantage of the coordi-
nated care that serves 
them so well?  Would we 
enter a realm where we 
can offer more patients the 
kind of care they need? 

With managed care 
gaining prominence 
again as a solution to our 
nation’s healthcare cri-
sis, our industry’s lead-
ers have an opportunity 
to build PACE’s demon-
strated results by grow-
ing that program and ap-
plying its lessons about 
coordinated care to other 
programs as well.

ADVERTORIAL
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St. Barnabas Dinner With A Doctor
It’s the most commonly 

diagnosed behavioral disor-
der of childhood, affecting 
an estimated 3 - 5 percent of 
school-aged children (found 
much more often in boys).  It 
can involve inattentiveness, 
over-activity, impulsivity, or 
a combination of all three. 
And, it can affect their abil-
ity to perform at school and 
interact with other children 
and family members, as well 
as their self-esteem.

 Attention Defi cit Hy-
peractivity Disorder (or 
ADHD) will be the focus of 
the next Dinner with a Doc-
tor at St. Barnabas Hospital.  
The event will take place 
on Thursday March, 14th 
(in English) and Thursday, 
March 21st (in Spanish) be-
ginning at 6 p.m.  Presenting 
will be Dr. Arthur Jackson, 
a child and adolescent psy-
chiatrist who is medical di-
rector of Fordham-Tremont 
Mental Health Center, the 
mental health component of 
St. Barnabas Hospital.

The symptoms of ADHD 
fall into three groups: 

Lack of attention (inat-
tentiveness)Hyperactivity

Impulsive behavior (im-
pulsivity) 

Children with ADHD 
generally have problems 
paying attention or concen-
trating. They can’t seem to 
follow directions and are 
easily bored or frustrated 
with tasks. They also tend 
to move constantly and are 
impulsive, not stopping to 
think before they act. These 
behaviors are generally 
common in children, but 
they occur more often than 
usual and are more severe 
in a child with ADHD.

 Dr. Jackson will provide 
an overview of the condi-
tion, discuss the symptoms 
and diagnosis, and explain 
the treatment options, which 
generally include medica-
tion and behavior therapy. 

Dinner with a Doctor is 
held at St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal on a regular basis, with 
members of the hospital’s 
medical staff available to dis-
cuss various health issues 
while attendees enjoy a light 
meal.  Past events have in-
cluded presentations on such 
topics as aging joints, men’s 
health, women’s health, 
sleep disorders, heart care, 
diabetes, pain management, 
dental issues, foot care and 
medication management.  

The Bronx Culture Trol-
ley rolls again on Wednes-
day, March 6th with an 
evening of art exhibitions 
along the South Bronx 
Cultural Corridor at Long-
wood Art Gallery @ Hos-
tos, Bronx Museum of the 
Arts, Andrew Freedman 
Home, BronxArtSpace, and 
Clock Cafe & Martini Bar. 
The Bronx Music Heritage 
Center Laboratory presents 
music, fi lm, and story-tell-
ing with Bobby Sanabria; 
Pregones Theater presents 
a 7:00pm concert; and the 
Bronx Museum invites 
you to a book signing and 
reading. When your trolley 
night is over, you can wind 
down with some fi ne food 
and drink at Clock Cafe. 
The Bronx Culture Trolley 
is a program of the Bronx 
Council on the Arts (BCA). 
Admission to venues is free 
and all are welcome to hop 
on board and enjoy them.

A 4:00pm BCA/NYSCA/
DCA Check Presentation 

First Wednesday Bronx Culture Trolley rolls again
precedes the Bronx Culture 
Trolley activities. BCA will 
announce and award checks 
to the recipients of the NYS 
Council on the Arts’ (NY-
SCA) Decentralization and 
NYC Department of Cul-
tural Affairs (DCA) Greater 
New York Arts Develop-
ment Fund grants.

March 6th’s Trolley be-
gins at the Longwood Art 
Gallery @ Hostos (Hostos 
Community College, 450 
Grand Concourse at 149th 
Street) at 5:00pm for a 
viewing of In the Realm of 
Dreams & Fears and Anto-
nio Vicenty. In the Realm of 
Dreams & Fears is a group 
exhibition in the Main Gal-
lery organized by artist 
and guest curator Antonio 
Vicenty. The show is in-
spired by Vicenty’s inter-
est in horror and fantasy 
fi lms presenting recent 
phantasmagorical works 
in drawing, mixed media, 
painting, photography, 
sculpture and video by vis-

iting artists from Brazil, 
Canada, United Kingdom, 
and the United States. Par-
ticipating artists include 
Pierre Ayotte, Patricia Ay-
res, Michael Paul Britto, 
Fernando Carpaneda, Kari 
Christensen, Shawn Conn, 
Steve Durham, Elisabeth 
Faraone, Julio Garay, Alba 
García, Mike Hrubov-
cak, Jayson Keeling, Steve 
Lewis, Claire Martial, Ivan 
Monforte, Owen Mulligan, 
Lucrecia Novoa, Peter Pier, 
Matt Pinyan, Radical Sem 
Dó, Johnny Ramos, Ver-
tebrae33, and John Zhao. 
This exhibition marks Vi-
centy’s fi rst time in a cura-
torial role. Antonio Vicenty, 
curated by Longwood Arts 
Project is on view in the 
Project Room, is Vicenty’s 
fi rst solo exhibition of his 
recent experimental fi lm 
and photography using the 
props, images, visual ef-
fects and photography from 
his infatuation with hor-
ror fi lms resulting in work 

that is eerie, mysterious 
and scary, with elements 
of horror, fantasy, every-
day fears and the inevitable 
fact of death through artifi -
cial, surreal and dreamlike 
means.

The trolley bell clangs 
at 5:30pm, 6:30pm, and 
7:30pm, indicating the trol-
ley’s departure from Hos-
tos on its way to the eve-
ning’s cultural events. The 
Bronx Culture Trolley is 
your free ticket to a cul-
tural tour along the South 
Bronx Cultural Corridor of 
the lower Grand Concourse. 
The Bronx Culture Trolley 
runs on First Wednesdays 
of each month (except Janu-
ary and September), provid-
ing Bronxites and tourists 
alike a fun way to travel via 
a replica of an early 20th-
century trolley car. Passen-
gers are given the opportu-
nity to sample several of the 
area’s hottest cultural at-
tractions, dining establish-
ments and entertainment 

venues along the way.
In addition to Longwood 

Art Gallery @ Hostos, this 
month’s trolley stops and 
attractions include: The 
Bronx Museum of the Arts 
for readings and conversa-
tions with Bronx author 
Silas Burgess III who will 
discuss his book Harlem 
Lyrics, and a guided tour of 
the museum’s exhibitions: 
(1) Joan Semmel: A Lucid 
Eye is a group of self-por-
traits that reveal the artist’s 
unique vision and process; 
(2) Honey, I Rearranged 
the Collection features se-
lected artworks from the 
Museums’ permanent col-
lection; (3) Bronx Lab: Style 
Wars is a group exhibition 
about graffi ti that includes 
painting, drawings, prints, 
sculpture, and video; and 
(4) Bronx Portraits 2003 + 
2012 by David Katzenstein 
pairs photos from 2002 with 
corresponding photos in 
2012 illustrating the physi-
cal change of individuals 

over time; Andrew Freed-
man Home for the group ex-
hibition We Are Still Here: 
Art IN the Bronx, in con-
junction with March 7th’s 
Bronx Day and Armory 
Arts Week; Bronx Music 
Heritage Center Laboratory 
for music, fi lm, and story-
telling with Bobby San-
abria; Pregones Theater for 
a 7:00pm concert by So Per-
cussion; BronxArtSpace for 
a viewing of Bronx Soles, a 
group exhibition curated 
by Linda Cunningham; and 
the Clock Cafe & Martini 
Bar where you can chow 
down on fi ne food and drink 
and view their current art 
exhibition.

The Bronx Culture Trol-
ley rolls again on Wednes-
day, April 3, 2013. Visit 
www.bronxarts.org in mid-
March for information on 
April 3rd’s Bronx Culture 
Trolley as well as other pro-
grams and activities of the 
Bronx Council on the Arts. 
For info: 718-931-9500 x33.

To meet the diverse needs 
of the people served by the 
hospital, presentations are 
offered in English, Spanish 
and other languages.  

“We encourage members 
of the communities we serve 
to take advantage of our Din-
ner with a Doctor series,” 
said Len Walsh, Executive 
Vice President and Chief Op-
erating Offi cer at St. Barna-
bas Hospital.  “It gives them 
a chance to meet some of the 
area’s best doctors and cli-
nicians, and get answers to 
questions they may have on 
various health and medical 
topics.  This upcoming event 
on ADHD will give families 
a chance to better under-
stand the condition and the 
treatment options.” 

Dinner with a Doctor, 
which is open to the pub-
lic at no cost, is held in the 
Braker Building boardroom 
on the St. Barnabas Hospi-
tal campus (Third Avenue 
and 182nd Street).  The event 
is limited to 60 people, with 
free parking available at the 
hospital’s new garage by en-
tering the hospital at 182nd 
Street and Third Avenue. To 
RSVP, call Diana Loubriel at 
718-960-9295.
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Lehman Center presents 50 years of Salsa Bestial

RICHIE RAY AND BOBBY CRUZ.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts celebrates 
50 years of Salsa Bestial 
with an exciting perfor-
mance by tropical music 
icons  Richie Ray and Bobby 
Cruz on Saturday, March 9, 
at 8 p.m. This concert will 
also feature José Alberto 
“El Canario” and Ray Sep-
úlveda, with special guest 
Alfredo De La Fé. Produced 
by Lehman Center and José 
Raposo.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts is on the 
campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West. Tickets for 
Richie Ray & Bobby Cruz 
are $50, $45 and $30 and can 
be purchased by calling the 
Lehman Center box offi ce 
at 718-960-8833 (Monday 

through Friday, 10am–5pm, 
and beginning at 12 noon 
on the day of the concert), 
or through online access 
at www.LehmanCenter.
org. Lehman Center is ac-
cessible by #4 or D train to 
Bedford Park Blvd. and is 
off the Saw Mill River Park-
way and the Major Deegan 
Expressway.  Low-cost on-
site parking available for 
$5.

Richie Ray & Bobby 
Cruz met as teenagers and 
have had one of the longest 
partnerships in Latin mu-
sic ? over 50 years. In 1966, 
as lead singer in Ray’s or-
chestra, Puerto Rican-born 
Cruz scored a major hit with 
“Mr. Trumpet Man,” and by 
1968 the band was offi cially 
Richie Ray & Bobby Cruz. 

Ray was born in Brooklyn 
and was classically trained 
at the Julliard School of 
Music. His music and or-
chestrations combined with 
the lyrics written by Cruz 
helped to form and defi ne 
the beginnings of Salsa 
music. They have recorded 
105 albums, twelve of which 
have gone gold with such 
hits as “Agúzate,” “A Mi 
Manera” (My Way) and 
timeless masterpieces “Ya 
Ni Te Acuerdas” (You Don’t 
Even Remember Me) and 
“La Zafra” (The Canes).  In 
2006 Ray and Cruz received 
a Latin GRAMMY® Award 
for Lifetime Achievement 
and released Live at Centro 
de Bellas Artes, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico.  In 2007 Cruz 
won a Latin GRAMMY 

Award for Best Traditional 
Tropical Album for Román-
ticos De Ayer, Hoy Y Siem-

pre.  The duo released 40 
Aniversario en Vivo in 
2008, following up with two 

new CDs in 2010, Regreso 
de los Reyes de la Salsa and 
Que Vuelva La Música. 
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Women in the Natural World

Friday, March 1st @ 8:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 2nd @ 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 3rd @ 3:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 7th @ 8:00 p.m.
Friday, March 8th @ 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 9th @ 8:00 p.m.

Performance Dates:

by Tennessee Williams

Starring
TAWNEY-JOY BEDKOBER   NIC ANTHONY CALABRO

 
 BASIA ZAK    DENIS ZEPEDA

 

Directed by SUSAN RAUH

A Chorus Line at Lehman Center
Lehman Center for the 

Performing Arts announces 
that A Chorus Line will 
honor its commitment and 
appear on the Lehman Cen-
ter stage on Monday, March 
4, at 7 p.m..

 All ticket holders are 
encouraged to keep their 
tickets to attend the perfor-
mance’s new date.    

Due to late notice, we 
are offering a “Buy One 
Get One Free” for advanced 
ticket sales expiring the 
day of the performance. Use 
code “ACL” when ordering 
your tickets over the phone 
or in person. Unfortunately 
the offer is not available on-
line.  

If you have any ques-

tions or concerns in regards 
to your A Chorus Line Tick-
ets, call (718) 960-8833. 

For more information 
about upcoming events, call 
(718) 960-8833 or visit www.
LehmanCenter.org.  Be-
cause this event is on Mon-
day – classes are in progress 
and parking is limited.  

Bartow-Pell’s Win-
ter Lecture Series—held 
on Thursday evenings 
in March—will focus on 
groundbreaking women, 
literally and fi guratively. 
Three insightful women 
—editor and gardener Mar-
garet Roach, award-win-
ning author Kim Todd, and 
pioneering lawyer and gar-
dener Barbara Paul Robin-
son—will talk about women 
with unique connections to 
the natural world.

Margaret Roach on 
Nonstop Plants: A Garden 
for 365 Daysm, Thursday, 
March 7, 7:30 p.m.

Margaret Roach’s con-
nection to the natural world 
is, in itself, unique. After 15 
years at Martha Stewart 
Living and a decade each at 
Newsday and the New York 
Times, Margaret walked 
away from “success” for 
a quieter life lived closer 
to nature. Her 2011 corpo-
rate-dropout memoir, And 
I Shall Have Some Peace 
There, tells that story. Mar-
garet now writes the na-
tionally acclaimed blog “A 
Way to Garden” and her 
new book, The Backyard 
Parables, has just been re-
leased.

Margaret has worked 
for more than twenty years 
to make her garden in the 
Hudson Valley–Berkshires 
area a visual treat every day 
of the year. Meet the plants 
and the philosophy that 
make it happen, delivered 
with a dose of “horticultural 
how-to and woo-woo.”

Kim Todd on Maria 
Sibylla Merian, Thursday, 
March 14, 7:30 p.m.

Award-winning author 
Kim Todd’s book Chrysalis: 
Maria Sibylla Merian and 
the Secrets of Metamorpho-
sis tells the unusual story 
of Maria Sibylla Merian, 
an artist turned natural-
ist known for her stunning 
butterfl y and botanical 
images. Her work broke 
ground and barriers in 

many arenas. She was born 
just 16 years after Galileo 
proclaimed that the earth 
orbited the sun. Neverthe-
less, at the age of fi fty she 
sailed from Europe to the 
New World on a solo sci-
entifi c expedition to study 
insect metamorphosis—
an unheard-of journey for 
any naturalist at that time, 
much less a woman.

Science and environ-
mental writer Kim Todd is 
the author of three books: 
Sparrow; Chrysalis, Ma-
ria Sibylla Merian and the 
Secrets of Metamorphosis; 
and Tinkering with Eden, a 
Natural History of Exotics 
in America. Her work has 
appeared in Orion, Sierra 
Magazine, and Backpacker, 
among other publications, 
and has received the PEN/
Jerard Fund Award and 
the Sigurd F. Olson Nature 
Writing Award. She teaches 
literary nonfi ction writing 
at Penn State Erie, the Beh-
rend College.

Chrysalis tells Merian’s 
story and charts her impact 
from golden-age Amster-
dam to the Surinam trop-
ics to modern laboratories 
where Merian’s insights 
fuel new approaches to both 
ecology and genetics. Join 
in for a fascinating talk and 
look at the life and artwork 
of this amazing woman.

Barbara Paul Robinson 
on Rosemary Verey, Thurs-
day, March 21, 7:30 p.m.

Barbara Paul Robin-
son broke ground in the 
legal profession becoming 
the fi rst woman partner 
at the law fi rm Debevoise 
& Plimpton. On sabbatical 
from the fi rm she broke 
ground again, this time as 
a gardener for the legend-
ary Rosemary Verey at 
Barnsley House in Glouces-
tershire, England.

Rosemary Verey (1918–
2001) was the last of the 
great English garden leg-
ends. A self-taught

amateur who turned to 

gardening late in life, she 
wrote the fi rst of 18 books 
at age 62. She was

the acknowledged apos-
tle of the “English style” 
on display at her home at 
Barnsley House in the

Cotswolds, the “must 
have” adviser to the rich 
and famous, including 
Prince Charles and Elton 
John, and a beloved and 
wildly popular lecturer in 
America. A natural teacher, 
she reintroduced the Eng-
lish to their own gardening 
traditions drawing from 
garden history and its liter-
ature to develop a language 
of classical formal design 
embellished with her own 
exuberant planting style. 
Her infl uence will be felt 
for generations.

Robinson came to know 
her both personally and 
professionally and re-
mained close to her for the 
last 20 years of her life. 
She credits this life-trans-
forming experience with 
soon thereafter becoming 
the fi rst woman President 
of the New York City Bar. 
Barbara will speak about 
Verey’s life and her con-
tributions to the fi eld of 
landscape design and will 
include some behind the 
scenes stories of working at 
Barnsley. Barbara has pub-
lished articles in The New 
York Times, Horticulture, 
Fine Gardening and Hortus 
and has written a chapter in 
Rosemary Verey’s The Se-
cret Garden. Her own gar-
dens at Brush Hill, created 
with her husband Charles 
in northwestern Connecti-
cut, can be viewed at www.
brushhillgardens.com.

There will be a book-
signing and reception after 
each talk. Registration re-
quested. Cost for each lec-
ture: $10 adults; $7 seniors 
and students; members free

Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum is located at 895 
Shore Road. For further in-
formation call 718.885.1461.

Calling artists to be part 
of the March 2013 Show at  
Focal Point Gallery, March 
1 to March 31, with an open-
ing reception Friday, March 
1, from  7 to 10 p.m. 

 If you are an artist and 

Focal Point Gallery calling all artist
would like to take part in 
this exhibition  call 718 885-
1403  

All work has to be ready 
to hang.  

There is a $20 hanging 
fee for each piece and a  30% 

commission taken from the 
asking price.

Focal Point Gallery is lo-
cated at 321 City Island Av-
enue. For further informa-
tion call (718) 885-1403.

ITEM: An amazing show 
is on its way! Ron Rogers, 
a New York based singer, 
songwriter and producer, 
who has worked with such 
well known acts like Kid 
Creole & the Coconuts, Don 
Armando, Elbow Bones and 
The Racketeers, Cory Daye, 
Gichy Dan, is currently 
in rehearsals for a show 
called A Night in New York 
planned for 2013. He plans 
on performing hit songs 
Deputy of Love (a Number 
One Billboard Dance hit), A 

Night in New York and The 
Lifeboat Party featured in 
the series fi nale of The So-
pranos. The show will fea-
ture a horn section, back-up 
singers and the elite Bronx 
based rhythm section led 
by Vic Sabatini, along with 
Al Belfi ore, Mark Doyle, 
and Ceaser Monitto . Bronx 

music fans know these ses-
sion guys as The Just Nuts 
Party Band. Stay tuned for 
this one! 

ITEM: On Saturday 
March 9th No Stringz At-
tached Trio triumphantly 
returns to The Scott Place 
Café.

ITEM: Thursdays at 9pm 
its “Mister Catskills” Peter 
McKiernan and Fridays at 
10pm its DJ Shane at The 
Throgs Neck Clipper. Rock 
on. Rock out.
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8 Dance for Parkinson Disease at Bronx House

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

The Mark Morris Dance 
Group’s (MMDG) original 
and internationally ac-
claimed Dance for PD® pro-
gram will now be available 
to residents of The Bronx 
thanks to a new collabora-
tion among MMDG, Brook-
lyn Parkinson Group and 
Bronx House, which will 
host the classes.  The fi rst 
pilot class will take place 
Monday, March 18 from 
10:30 to 11:45 a.m.  

The class, which is open 
to persons with Parkin-
son’s disease, their fami-
lies, friends, and care part-
ners, will be offered free 
of charge.  A teacher and 
a musician from the Mark 
Morris Dance Group will 
lead the session.

In Dance for PD® 
classes, participants ex-
plore movement and music 
in ways that are enjoyable, 
stimulating and creative.  
An 11-year collaboration 
between the Mark Mor-
ris Dance Group and the 
Brooklyn Parkinson Group, 
the program is built on one 

fundamental premise: pro-
fessionally-trained danc-
ers are movement experts 
whose knowledge is useful 
to persons with PD. Danc-
ers know all about stretch-
ing and strengthening mus-
cles, and about balance and 
rhythm. 

This popular class, 
which has been offered at 
the Mark Morris Dance 
Center in Brooklyn since 
2001, is appropriate for any-
one with PD, no matter how 
advanced. No dance experi-
ence is required.  In chairs, 
at a barre or moving across 
the fl oor, participants will 
explore elements of modern 
dance, ballet, tap, folk and 
social dancing, and Mark 
Morris company repertory 
in a non-pressured, social 
environment in which live 
music energizes, enriches 
and empowers.  

“We’re thrilled to be 
able to offer this class in 
The Bronx for the fi rst 
time,” said founding Dance 
for PD® teacher David Lev-
enthal, a former MMDG 

dancer and Dance for PD®’s 
program manager.  “This 
program has helped trans-
form the experience of peo-
ple with Parkinson’s living 
in Brooklyn, Manhattan 
and Queens, and we want 
Bronx residents to have the 
same access to this high 
quality arts program.”

“Bronx House is the per-
fect venue for this class be-
cause of its acclaimed arts 
programming, and its ex-
perience bringing the arts 
to a diverse group of people 
in the wonderful borough 
of The Bronx,” Leventhal 
said.

Future Bronx classes 
will be scheduled based on 
the results of the fi rst pilot 
class in March.  

Registration for the class 
is available through Dance 
for PD®’s website (www.
danceforpd.org) or through 
its registration line: 718-
218-3373.

Dance for PD® was 
founded by MMDG in 2001 
in collaboration with the 
Brooklyn Parkinson Group.  

This program provides free, 
specialized dance classes 
with live accompaniment 
for those living with Par-
kinson’s disease, their care-
givers, family and friends.  
Dance for PD classes are 
offered weekly at the Mark 
Morris Dance Center in 

John Heginbotham teaches members of the Brooklyn Parkinson_Group at the Mark Morris Dance Center. 
- Photo by Amber Star Merkens

Brooklyn, NY, and several 
times a month at The Juil-
liard School in Manhattan.  
MMDG recently launched a 
monthly Dance for PD class 
in Forest Hills, Queens.  
Classes modeled after 
Dance for PD now occur in 
more than 100 communities 

in the US, Canada, Italy, In-
dia, Holland, Israel, UK and 
Germany.  For more infor-
mation about the program, 
please visit www.dance-
forpd.org. 

Bronx House is located 
at 990 Pelham Parkway 
South.
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www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
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On Saturday February 
16, the Star Of The Sea - Sea 
Cadet Corps held its 59th 
Semi-Annual Military Re-
view and Promotion Exer-
cise. The event was held at 
Holy Family school located 
at 2169 Blackrock Ave.

 In attendance were com-
manders and representa-
tives different cadet corps 
from across New York City.

Among those organi-
zations were the CYO Sea 
Cadet Corps, the American 
Eagle Force Cadets, New 
York Greys Cadets, and the 
New York Cadet Response 
Team, all from the Bronx 
and Coastal Patrol Cadet 
Corps from Brooklyn.

The event started at 
noon as the sidebuoy detail 
manned the rails while the 
band played music as the 
staff and guests marched 
aboard. Star Of The Sea’s 
BrigGen Joseph Ronda, 
Corps Commandant, and 
NYGC’s COL Dave Laguer, 

Sea Cadets hold Promotion Ceremony
the Reviewing Offi cer in-
spected the troops. The 
graduating recruits recited 
the Corps Oath before ac-
cepting their certifi cates. 
Following that several 
awards were given out. The 
Honor Recruits were Deven 
Diaz of Company “B” and 
Gabriel Vargas of Company 
“C”. The Camping Ribbon 
was given to 25 members 
who went camping this past 
November. Fifteen of those 
members received certifi -
cates for completing Ar-
chery Training, Marksman-
ship Training and Land 
Navigation. The Recruiting 
Ribbon was awarded to PFC 
Joseph Ronda, CDR Ma-
ria Lucena, ENS Mirta Bo-
nilla, SGT Jorge Pomales, 
PO2 Christian Pomales, 
PO3 Justin Pomales and 
PO3 Jose Febres-Bonilla. 
The Effi ciency Ribbon was 
awarded to PFC Joseph 
Ronda, SSgt Louis Kou-
karas, and recruits Deven 

Diaz, Jean Carlos Batista, 
Matthew Rodriguez, Des-
tiny Hernandez, Anthony 
Vargas and Gabriel Var-
gas for passing the Com-
mandant’s inspection. The 
Patriots Day Ribbon was 
awarded to LTC William 
Heaney, SGT Jorge Pomales, 
PO2 Christian Pomales and 
PO3 Justin Pomales for par-
ticipating in the September 
11th memorial ceremony. 

After these awards were 
presented there was a drill 
competition, followed by 
the promotion of the cadets. 
Naval Cadets promoted 
were Matthew Rodriguez 
to Seaman Apprentice, and 
Andrealee Rodriguez to 
Seaman. Army Cadets pro-
moted were Jean Carlos Ba-
tista to Private, and Deven 
Diaz to Private First Class. 
Marine Cadets promoted 
were Abigail Ghany, John 
Delgado, Rose Delgado and 
Anthony Vargas to Private 
First Class; Destiny Her-

nandez, Brandon Marrero, 
Joseph Ronda and Gabriel 
Vargas to Lance Corpo-
ral; Alyssa Wilkinson to 
Sergeant, and Sebastian 
Vasquez was appointed to 
Warrant Offi cer Candidate. 
Cadet Alumni Anthony Ro-
driguez, who was a cadet 
from 1979- 1983, and later 
served in the US Marines 

and Army National Guard, 
was appointed as a Ma-
rine Cadet Captain. The 
drill competition winners 
were Deven Diaz, 3rd place, 
Christian Pomales, 2nd 
place and Justin Pomales 
1st place in the Junior Di-
vision; and Jorge Pomales, 
3rd place, Marc Suarez, 2nd 
place, and Louis Koukaras, 

1st place, in the Senior Divi-
sion.

The Star Of The Sea - Sea 
Cadet Corps is holding regis-
tration on Fridays and Sat-
urdays up until March 2nd 
and Holy Family School lo-
cated at 2169 Blackrock Ave. 
For more information, con-
tact Joseph Ronda at (718) 
829-3586 or (917) 517-5369.

(L-r) LTC William Heaney, PFC Deven Diaz, BrigGen Joseph Ronda, LCpl Gabriel Vargas and CDR Maria 
Lucena.

The Bronx Council 
on the Arts (BCA) has 
awarded $152,200 to 61 lo-
cal recipients of both New 
York State Council on the 
Arts’ Decentralization 
Program and the New 
York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs (DCA) 
Greater New York Arts 
Development Fund grants. 
A check presentation will 
take place at 4:00pm on 
March 6th at Longwood 
Art Gallery @ Hostos, 
preceding that evening’s 
First Wednesdays Bronx 

Bronx Council on the Arts awards $152,000 to local artists
Culture Trolley event. The 
ceremony will be attended 
by representatives of recip-
ient organizations, artists, 
local legislators, New York 
State Council on the Arts, 
New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs and 
members of BCA’s Board of 
Directors.

The Decentralization 
Funds or Community Arts 
Grant is open to Bronx 
arts and community-based 
organizations that uti-
lize the arts to help fulfi ll 
their missions. 41 Bronx 

organizations and artists 
received this year’s award 
totaling $76,300. In the 
Community Arts category, 
Bronx Arts Organizations 
(23) are: Bardekova Ensem-
ble; Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Museum; Bronx Children’s 
Museum; Bronx Comic He-
roes; Bronx Concert Sing-
ers, Inc.; Bronx Literary 
Coalition; Bronx Stage & 
Film Company; Bronx Sym-
phony Orchestra; Bronx-
Net; Cephas Center for the 
Arts; City Island Theater 
Group; DI.VI.SION Arts 

and Education, Inc.; Derf-
ner Judaica Museum at 
the Hebrew Home; Garces 
Puppeteria; House of Spoof 
Collective; INSPIRIT, a 
dance company; Orchestra 
of The Bronx; Parkchester 
Chorus; PEPATIÁN; River-
dale Choral Society; The-
ater International, Inc.; 
Society of Unique Artists 
and Van Cortlandt Park 
Conservancy.

Bronx Community-
Based Organizations (non-
arts organizations) (11) 
are: Brainpower Research 
and Development Services, 
Inc.; Bronx River Alliance, 
Inc.; BronxWorks; Friends 
of Pelham Bay Park; 
Friends of The Woodlawn 
Cemetery; Fordham United 
Methodist Church; Hondu-
rans Against AIDS; Hope 
of Israel Senior Citizens 
Center, Inc.; Kingsbridge 
Heights Community Cen-
ter; Riverdale Community 
Center, Inc.; and Riverdale 
YM-YWHA. In addition to 
these organizations, (4) lo-
cal artists received grants 
under a new category: the 
Individual Artists Tier 
that provides funds for the 
creation of new work with 

active community engage-
ment. Winners in the Indi-
vidual Artist Tier category 
are: Daniela Capistrano 
(visual arts), Guy Gonza-
les (visual arts/craft arts), 
Howard Cash (photogra-
phy) and Milteri Tucker 
(dance/choreography). 

Finally, in the Arts Edu-
cation Category, (2) groups 
and (1) artist received 
grants: Multicultural Mu-
sic Group working with 
MS 223; INSPIRIT, a dance 
company, working with 
Dreamyard Preparatory 
High School; and artist Ivan 
Velez working through the 
NuyoRican School Poetry 
Jazz Ensemble, Inc. with 
the Bronx Charter School 
of Excellence.

The DCA Greater New 
York Arts Development 
Fund is open to Bronx-
based artists and arts or-
ganizations with organi-
zational budgets under 
$100,000 who do not receive 
direct funding from DCA 
and who provide arts ac-
tivities to borough resi-
dents. 17 artists and 3 arts 
organizations received 
this year’s award totaling 
$75,900. Individual Artists 

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

(17) are: Nancy Benignus, 
Howard Cash, Ave Ma-
ria Cross, Jessica Danser, 
Dennis Redmoon Dark-
eem, Ray Felix, Rosema-
rie Fiore, Guy Gonzales, 
Josie Gonzalez, Amanda 
Frankie Johnson, Pedro 
Martinez, Joseph (Chuke) 
Onyedika, Bobby Santana, 
Freddy Sepulveda, Milteri 
Tucker, Ivan Velez, and 
Imani Vidal. 

Arts Organizations (3) 
are: Bardekova Ensemble, 
Bronx Concert Singers, 
Inc., Full Circle Produc-
tions.

Each year, BCA pro-
vides artists and organi-
zations the opportunity to 
apply for funds serving a 
variety of purposes. These 
funds are charged with 
fostering the continuing 
development of local cul-
tural resources responsive 
to community needs. Ap-
plications for the 2013-2014 
grants will be available 
from the Bronx Council on 
the Arts beginning July 
2013. For more information 
on BCA and its grants pro-
grams, please visit www.
bronxarts.org.
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BY JOSEPH ODDO
The Pelham Bay Taxpay-

ers And Civic Association’s 
next meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, March 14, 
2013. The meeting will not 
be held in our usual meet-
ing site. For the monthly of 
March only we will meet 
at the Pelham Grand. Our 
meetings for the rest of the 
year will be held where we 
usually meet at Saint The-
resa’s School Cafeteria. So 
for this month only we will 
be meeting at the Pelham 
Grand ( old site of Pelham 
Bay General Hospital ) lo-
cated at the corner of St. 
Paul Avenue and Pelham 
Parkway. The meeting room 
will open at 7:00pm for re-
freshments and socializing. 
The meeting will start at 
7:30pm. The evenings guest 
speaker will be Dr. Ades, 
Chief Operating Offi cer for 
Serve the UnderServed. We 
hope to see you there and 
bring your questions.

This past week Gover-
nor Cuomo held an Annual 
State of the State address in 
the Bronx at Lehman Col-
lege. An unoffi cial guess on 
my part is that the Governor 
allocated about one-third of 

his time and the speech on 
topics, issues, and solutions 
that are Bronx County spe-
cifi c. Seeing and hearing the 
Governor applying is talent, 
political know how, compas-
sion and concern was very 
uplifting and empowering. 

 His proposals on edu-
cation reform are exciting 
and promising. The estab-
lishment of a Bar Exam to 
increase the standards for 
teacher certifi cation can 
only serve to bring greater 
skills and a more extensive 
body of knowledge  into the 
classroom. Furthermore, 
passing a Bar Exam type of 
certifi cation can also serve 
to bring an added level of 
justly earned pride and a 
sense of accomplishment for 
the new teacher. 

In New York City and 
possibly throughout the 
State pay raises are given to 
teachers for courses taken 
beyond the Masters degree. 
The Governor may want to 
consider a change from this 
system of monetary reward  
for credits earned to a sys-
tem of monetary reward 
for additional certifi cations 
achieved. The details can be 
discussed and designed in 

partnership with the United 
Federation of Teachers and 
other concerned labor or 
professional unions.

In addition the Gover-
nor stated his support and 
his budget proposal pro-
vide funds for  Community 
Schools that integrate so-
cial, health services and 
after school programming. 
This support translates into 
more funds for schools, and 
extending learning time. 
Pre-k will be funded for full-
day services in higher need 
communities. And more 
time spent in the class-
room will be funded. This 
additional classroom time 
may have a different mean-
ing for different school dis-
tricts. School Districts will 
have the fl exibility to ex-
pand learning time in vari-
ous ways. Some may choose 
a longer school day, others 
may want a longer school 
year, and a few may want 

a combination of both. The 
choice is their’s to make. 
But our children will be get-
ting more instruction and 
support so they can compete 
in the global economy of the 
future.

The Governor also spoke 
at great length about Disas-
ter relief. The aftermath of 
Hurricane Sandy has been 
and is on his mind. He laid 
out for us improvements that 
are needed in order to sur-
vive and minimize another 
storm of the same or greater 
magnitude. He envisions 
improvements ( Hardening 
) to our transportation, fuel, 
water, sewer,  and electrical 
systems.  The rebuilding of 
beaches and wetlands. The 
buyout of properties where 
rebuilding would not be an 
option due to an inability to 
protect the properties from 
future disasters. His vision 
for protecting us all from 
future storms is broad and 
extensive. There is much, 
much more than I can write 
about. For a detailed expla-
nation of the Governor’s 
plans and budget we can 
go to www.OpenBudget.
NY.gov

In the area of job growth 

and economic development, 
the Governor spoke about 
utilizing State University 
of New York campuses as 
magnets / hubs for indus-
try. The Universities can 
partner with industry to de-
velop new products. Small 
businesses could tap into 
the wealth of information 
and patents which could 
help turn their dreams 
into successful businesses. 
This symbiotic relationship 
would be supported by State 
sponsored business incuba-
tors. These incubators in 
addition to the benefi ts out-
lined above would also come 
with tax breaks to help their 
new ventures. 

Bottom line successful 
new ventures equal mean-
ingful new jobs. Meaning-
ful new jobs equal success-
ful families. Successful 
families equal a successful 
society.  

For us, the  Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers and also the 
Waterbury/La Salle com-
munities, this incubator 
approach in partnership 
with The State University of 
New York is a concept that 
has been spoken about for 
the last two years. At vari-

ous community meetings 
this idea for job growth and 
economic development has 
been brought up a number 
of times. What encourages 
me is that now the Gover-
nors offi ce sees the value in 
this approach to job growth 
and economic development. 
In the communities of Al-
bany and Binghamton, New 
York close relationships 
with industry have lead to 
successful ventures in nano 
technology and alternative 
energy respectively. It has 
been done before and is still 
being done. The approach 
works. So lets support our 
State Senator Jeff Klein and 
Assemblyman Benedetto in 
leading us on this path to 
meaningful job growth and 
employment for our chil-
dren and our community.

The Pelham Bay Taxpay-
ers And Civic Association 
can be reached by mail at 
Post Offi ce Box 610233, Pil-
grim Station Bronx, New 
York 10461. Our meetings are 
open to all. Membership in 
our organization is open to 
all and our dues are Ten dol-
lars per year. Included with 
your dues is subscription to 
The BronxTime  Reporter.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our fi rst meeting for 

2013 will be on March 14th 
at PS 14 at 7:30.  We have in-
vited a guest speaker from 
the Mayor’s offi ce so please 
bring your questions and 
concerns.  I hope that this 
meeting is well attended as 
we need to send a message 
to the Mayor that help is 
needed here in our neigh-
borhood.  We have a situa-
tion at the Pelham Grand 
that was caused in part by 
the fact that transparency 
is not required by many 
city agencies.  We should 
know who is coming into 
our community and we 
should know when they will 
arrive.  It shouldn’t be a sur-
prise but a planned event by 
all involved parties.  Rules 
must change and the Mayor 
can help that happen.  

We also have a problem 

that persists at Pompeii.  It 
seems that the SLA refuses 
to do what needs to be done.  
Pompeii has not been a good 
neighbor for many years.  
They don’t follow the law 
and they put our residents 
in danger but still their li-
quor license is renewed.  
Residents in that area 
should not have to deal with 
loud, drunk people at all 
hours of the night. Maybe 
the Mayor will listen.

We have been asking for 
help with our parking prob-
lems in both the residen-
tial and commercial areas 
for many years.  We have 

ideas but no one will listen.  
Maybe we can inspire him 
to help us.  He did help with 
down zoning, perhaps he 
will help again. 

We will also have Bill 
Heaney from Throggs Neck 
Ambulance Corp and Chrys 
Napolitano from our Locust 
Point CSA.  Please invite 
your friends and neighbors 
as this is sure to be a meet-
ing that is chock full of in-
formation and opportunity.

  Thank you to our mem-
bers who have sent in their 
dues without a reminder.  If 
you have not sent your dues 
in yet, please do so as soon 
as possible.  As you know, 
the cost of everything is 
going up and we depend on 
your dues so that our pro-
grams may proceed with-
out interruption.  You can 
also bring your dues to our 
March 14th meeting.

TO LIST ALL 
YOUR UPCOMING EVENTS

EMAIL BRONXTIMES@CNGLOCAL.COM
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Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Newly appointed Secre-

tary of State John Kerry be-
gan his tenure with an un-
precedented humiliation: the 
Russians took over a week to 
even answer his phone call. 
Instead of telling Moscow to 
stick it, Kerry provided an 
insult of his own to our ally, 
Israel, when he announced 
a Middle East visit that in-
tentionally excluded that na-
tion. 

Without fanfare or com-
ment, the Obama administra-
tion has completely reversed 
American foreign policy.  
Washington now kowtows to 
Russia and China, and soft-
pedals threats from North 
Korea and Iran.  On the other 
hand, he insults allies like 
Great Britain, the Philip-
pines, Israel and Poland.  

This bizarre concept has 
produced dangerous results 
around the world. 

Russia has rebuilt its 
military might back to 
cold war levels.  In the past 
seven months, it has sent 
nuclear bombers to test our 
West Coast defenses, sent 
nuclear submarines to our 

Gulf Coast, and sent its air 
force over our Pacifi c base 
of Guam.  It has threatened 
war—actual war—over the 
placement of defensive mis-
siles in Poland merely to 
protect against Iranian mis-
siles. 

The lessening of Ameri-
can naval power, while Chi-
na’s maritime prowess has 
increased, has led to dire 
consequences.  In 2012, Bei-
jing’s navy occupied a re-
source-rich offshore region 
belonging to the Philippines, 
the most signifi cant act of ag-
gression in that part of the 
planet since the end of World 
War 2.  Similarly, the percep-
tion of  U.S. reluctance to fl ex 
its’ muscles in the defense of 
its’ allies has led to extremely 
tense showdowns between 
China and Japan. All this 
has occurred as Beijing has 
built its armed forces to su-
perpower levels.

In the Middle East, the 
President’s has engaged in 
a precipitous withdrawal 
from Iraq. He refused to arm 
Syrian rebels against the 
pro-Iranian Assad regime. 
He didn’t provide even ver-

bal support for reformers in 
Iran, and has shown reluc-
tance to take vigorous diplo-
matic action to dissuade the 
Iranian nuclear program. He 
supported a movement that 
led to an Islamic fundamen-
talist takeover of Egypt, and 
he has signifi cantly cooled 
down the formerly warm re-
lations Washington had en-
joyed with Israel. The U.S. 
did not respond to prevent 
the assassination of its own 
ambassador in Benghazi, 
and virtually apologized 
for being the victim of this 
assault by blaming it on a 
video that was subsequently 
shown to be irrelevant to the 
incident. By announcing a 
draw-down date in Afghani-
stan, and doing so at a time 
when there is less than solid 
confi dence in that nation’s 
military capability to protect 
itself or the civilian govern-

ment to rule effectively, the 
dangerous possibility of re-
turn to power by the Taliban 
looms large.

North Korea’s long-stand-
ing belligerence  has entered 
a new and more dangerous 
phase, with its rapidly de-
veloping nuclear and ICBM 
capabilities.  The Pyongyang 
regime openly states that 
these dangerous technolo-
gies are aimed at the United 
States.  

In the Americas, the Cu-

ban/Venezuelan axis contin-
ues to strengthen, and for the 
fi rst time since the Cuban 
Revolution, Havana’s infl u-
ence in Latin America and 
Caribbean organizations has 
become a troubling factor.  
China’s growing commer-
cial interests has increased 
Beijing’s infl uence in the 
region signifi cantly, and 
Iran’s ongoing attempts to 
become a player is distress-
ing. Cuba’s recent rise to the 
leadership of the CELAC or-

ganization (Communidad 
de estados latinoamerica-
nos y caribenos) symbolizes 
Washington’s diminished 
clout under the Obama Ad-
ministration. An Associated 
Press report called Obama’s 
re-election “a relief to leftist 
forces from Caracas to Ha-
vana to La Paz.” Contact CO-
MACTA at nycommunityac-
tion@gmail.com; tune into 
our sponsored radio broad-
casts, and visit our website 
at comactainc.com. 

BY RAPHAEL S.
AND DONAL HOLWAY

The next Bronx Park East 
Community Association’s 
Community Gathering will 
take place on Thursday, 
March 7th at a Special Lo-
cation: Elementary School 
P.S. 96 at 650 Waring Av-
enue, between Barker and 
Olinville Avenues. We open 
with a Special Presentation 
at 6:00pm by local Historian 
Morgan Powell, of Bronx 
River Sankofa.

Entitled, “A Museum 
Outside Every Window”, 
it will enlighten everyone 
about appreciating the natu-
ral beauty and understand-
ing the historical richness 
of our Allerton & Bronx 
Park East Neighborhoods. 
There is great local archi-
tecture, civil engineering, 
social history and more to 
explore and Morgan will 
immerse us into all of these 
fascinating facts. So put it 
on your calendar, smart-
phone, or that trusty piece 
of paper you always carry 
in your pocket!

Morgan gave us a pre-
view of this ecological and 
historical knowledge at our 
February meeting, and ev-
eryone was mesmerized. So 
he’ll be back in March.

Bronx Park East Community Association news
We’ll have another spe-

cial guest at our meeting 
who will be announced 
shortly via email and our 
fl yer postings outside of lo-
cal grocery stores and busi-
nesses. So look out for them

Our meetings will go 
back to our regularly sched-
uled meeting day of the 2nd 
Thursday of each month 
starting in April. This 
month’s meeting date was 
moved due to it’s proximity 
to our next event, details fol-
low.

Getting rid of the guns
Join the B.P.E.C.A. 

and the Monroe College of 
Criminal Justice for the 
fi rst “Community Forum 
on Stopping Gun Violence” 
on Friday, March 15th from 
7:00-10:00pm. Join Guest 
Moderator Gary Axel-
bank, host of BronxTalk on 
BronxNet TV, for a lengthy, 
in-depth and results-driven 
discussion on what can 
be done to cease the use of 
guns in our community, 
and our Borough at-large.

The location of the Fo-
rum will be the CenterLight 
Auditorium, located at 612 
Allerton Avenue, on the 
corner of Bronx Park East 

and Allerton.
Participating on our 

panel will be the co-author 
of the recently passed NY 
SAFE Act gun control legis-
lation, and Senate Co-Major-
ity Leader, New York State 
Senator Jeff Klein; Rank-
ing Member on the Senate’s 
Crime Victims and Correc-
tions Committee, New York 
State Senator Ruth Hassell-
Thompson; Monroe Pro-
fessor Edgar Tyson, clini-
cal Social Work & Mental 
Health expert; Monroe Pro-
fessor John Small, Attor-
ney & former NYPD Offi cer; 
as well as Bernard Smith, 
Founder of the group, “Stop 
The Violence”. 

Also participating in the 
event will be veteran NYC 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca, 
of our area’s 13th Council 
District, which covers most 
of our neighborhood. 

This is the start of our 
Community’s movement 
to get the guns out of our 
neighborhoods, and off our 
blocks. And we’re doing it 
to bring home one message: 
Stop Shooting and Start 
Creating Something Posi-
tive. So put it on your cal-
endars, and be a part of the 

movement.
Until then, keep in 

touch with us at BxPark-
East@gmail.com (no dots 
or dashed except for dot-
com) or at (347) 654-7044. 
Also look for our Facebook 
Group by typing “Bronx 
Park East Community As-
sociation” in the facebook 
search bar or by typing in 
the URL: https://www.fa-
cebook.com/#!/groups/Bx-
ParkEast/

You can also join the 
larger Bronx Community 
Board 11 group at https://
w w w.facebook.com /#!/
groups/bxcb11/ to be kept 
up-to-date on everything 
happening in our area.

For both of these groups, 
simply click “Request to 
join group”. From there 
you’ll be kept informed of 
all of the important events, 
activities and morsels of in-
formation relevant to our 
lives. And you can always 
turn off those pesky email 
notifi cations. Not sure how 
to? Email us and we’ll tell 
you how.

Until we meet again on 
Thursday, March 7th at P.S. 
96, live and love.

B-P.E.C.A!

Throughout the Autumn of 2012, the Pelham Parkway Citizens Con-
servation Corps and community residents built and painted fi ve 
sturdy, wooden tree-guards to encapsulate and complement these 
lovely three-year old Linden and Maple trees in our area. They 
were then complemented by plantings put in place by the landlord 
of the neighboring stores, Parkoff realty. A beautifi cation snowball 
effect, if you will. The Bronx Park East Community Association and 
the CCC will use this same idea and develop it even further in the 
Thwaites Place-Olinville Avenue “Love Your Block” project that will 
start on April 1st, with funding from the Citizens Committee for 
New York City. Using lumber and paint from local small businesses, 
the tree-frames will be built, planted inside of, and painted with 
designs as well as slogans spreading peace, positive vibes and re-
spect for mother earth to pedestrians and drivers who pass by.
It will be taking beautifi cation to the next level. For more info, 
email BxParkEast@gmail.com or call (347) 654-7044.”

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next meeting on 

Tuesday, March 26, will 
have a wide variety of 
speakers. We have already 
announced that Bob Kap-
statter, editor of the Bronx 
Times Reporter, will make 
a visit, as will Chrys Na-
politano of the Locust Point 
CSA, who will speak about 
the upcoming CSA season.

In addition, we will have 
a third speaker who will ad-

dress the new DEP insur-
ance program, Effi e Ardiz-
zone. I feel that this topic 
has to be covered.

As you know, we have all 
received letters regarding 
the new DEP insurance pro-
gram regarding our houses 
sewer and water lines. Many 
of us have already signed 
up for this program, which 
sounds like a good plan, but 
there are many questions, I 
am sure, some of us have re-

garding its implementation. 
I especially do after trying 
to read the accompanying 
fi ne print notice regarding 
when you are NOT covered, 
I thought we needed more 

guidance and information. 
Through Ken Kearns of 
Community Board 10, I was 
able to procure a speaker 
for us about the new DEP 
program, which is being im-
plemented by a private com-
pany. Effi e Ardizzone from 
DEP will give us an update.

Some more important 
Community Happenings:

Councilman Vacca an-
nounced that that in con-
junction with the American 
Italian Cancer Foundation, 
the mammogram van will 
be returning to the his dis-
trict on Wednesday, March 
6th. The van will be parked 
in front of his offi ce at the 
corner of Ericson Place and 
East Tremont Avenue.  Ap-
pointment slots are still 
available and in order to 
register, women must not 
have had a mammogram 
within the past 12 months 
and must be over the age 
of 40. Appointments are re-
quired to receive a mammo-

gram. To make an appoint-
ment, please call Raquel in 
Councilman Vacca’s offi ce 
at 718-931-1721.

Also, there will be an 
immigration lawyer at 
Councilman Vacca’s offi ce, 
at 3040 E. Tremont Avenue 
Room 104, offering free le-
gal assistance to his con-
stituents seeking immigra-
tion information on every 
last Thursday of the month 
until June. This program is 
a partnership between the 
New York City Council and 
CUNY Citizenship Now.  
The lawyer will be here on 
that day between 10 AM 
and 5 PM. Those who are in-
terested must make an ap-
pointment. Those who are 
seeking advice on any other 
immigration issue can walk 
in on that day for a consul-
tation when the lawyer has 
time. For more informa-
tion, you can contact Vicki 
at Councilman  Vacca’s of-
fi ce at (718) 931-1721.

   Warning!!!
Over the last month or 

so, residents of both the 49th 
and 45th Precincts have 
been concerned over myste-
rious individuals posing as 
Con Edison, Verizon, and 
other workers who claim 
they must enter your home 
for “necessary repairs.” 
Unfortunately in the past, 
some have been burglar-
ized as a result of these im-
posters who distract home 
owners and steal money, 
jewelry, and other valuable 
products. Both precincts 
are currently working on 
this sudden spike in these 
crimes and have made 
some arrests. However, 
they advise all residents to 
not answer the door to any 
suspicious looking men 
and women in Con Edison, 
Verizon, or other uniforms 
unless you have an appoint-
ment with any of the compa-
nies.  For any emergencies, 
call 911.

The East Bronx History 
Forum announces a spe-
cial meeting date and loca-
tion. On Tuesday, March 
12 at 7:30 p.m, Saint Fran-
cis Xavier School Hall, the 
East Bronx History Forum 
will celebrate the 100th an-
niversary of the Morris 
Park neighborhood with a 
presentation titled “History 
of Morris Park and  Patrol-
man Alfred Loreto ”. 

The guest presenter is 
Tom Vasti, vice president 
of the East Bronx History 
Forum and a retired NYPD 
offi cer.

Mr. Vasti is a Morris 
Park resident and histo-
rian that has made numer-

East Bronx History Forum
ous local history presenta-
tions. The events of July 
21, 1950 and the sacrifi ce of 
New York City Patrolman 
Alfred Loreto that led to 
the creation and naming of 
Loreto Park, has been re-
searched in every detail by 
Mr. Vasti. 

If you would like to be 
a part of this free presen-
tation, join in at 7:30 p.m 
Tuesday, March 12 at Saint 
Francis Xavier School Hall, 
located on Haight and Van 
Nest avenues, directly 
across from Loreto Park.

View the East Bronx 
History Forum web page at 
BronxNYC.com for details, 
or follow on Facebook. PATROLMAN ALFRED LORETO 

Temple Hatikva had a 
very successful and fun-
fi lled Purim Party last Fri-
day.  The synagogue was 
fi lled with laughter, food, 
music and drinking, as the 
congregants celebrated the 
happiest holiday of the Jew-
ish year.

The Megillah Esther was 
read by Cantor Kyle Cherry, 
with the villain’s name, Ha-
man, being drowned out by 
shaking boxes of pasta.  All 
of the pasta has been do-

Passover reservations at Temple Hatikva
nated to a food bank coordi-
nated by the Bronx Jewish 
Community Council.

Temple Hatikva reminds 
everyone that the commu-
nity Passover Seder will 
be held on Sunday, March 
24 at 5:30 P.M.  There will 
be a reading of the special 
Temple Hatikva Hagaddah, 
along with a full, Kosher 
Passover meal.  The cost 
for the entire Seder is only 
$25 per person, and reserva-
tions must be made no later 

than March 15.  To reserve 
your seat(s), send a pay-
ment to:  Temple Hatikva, 
1526 Williamsbridge Road, 
Bronx, New York 10461.  
Seating is strictly limited 
and reservations will be ac-
cepted on a fi rst-come, fi rst-
served basis.

Temple Hatikva is lo-
cated at 2440 Esplanade. If 
you need more information, 
please call Temple Hatikva 
at (718) 792-1109 or e-mail 
TempleHatikva@aol.com

BY BY AL BELFIORE
  I was delighted to be in-

vited to Governor Cuomo’s 
speech on Wed. Feb 20th. 
at Lehman College.   It was 
great to hear such uplift-
ing thoughts by our vari-
ous local leaders such as 
Bronx Boro President Reu-
ben Diaz and Senator Jeff 
Klein.   

Also in attendance were 
Assemblyman Mike Bene-
detto, Fernando Ferrer and 
many others.  

Governor Cuomo spoke, 
in glowing terms, of his 
thoughts on the future 
of the Great State of New 
York, being aided by a 
large screen that punctu-
ated his vision.   Called 
“NY RISING”, the speech 
summarized the Gover-
nor’s agenda that included 
Hurricane Sandy rebuild-
ing, gun control, low taxes, 
climate control (used to be 
called “Global Warming---
hmmm) and education re-
form.   

Later, I wondered how 

do you fund such a progres-
sive agenda without rais-
ing taxes?

The next meeting of 
the Locust Point Board of 
Directors will be on Tues. 
Feb. 26th.   

Most important item 
on the agenda will now be 
WHEN the rebuilding ef-
fort on the civic house will 
begin.   

We were assured that 
our building is now a top 
priority on the DCAS (De-
partment of Citywide Ad-
ministration Services) 
agenda.   That is excellent 
news for us!   Work may be-
gin as early as April.   I will 
keep everyone informed on 
the progress via this col-
umn.   

 Our next general mem-

bership  meeting will be 
held at the Locust Point 
Yacht Club on Tues. March 
5th at 8:00 PM.   A few of the 
items we will be discuss-
ing are:

1) The recurring fl ood-
ing problems during tor-
rential downpours and 
high tides in Locust Point.   
Chrys Napolitano will 
speak more about this is-
sue.

2) Insurance cover-
ing water and sewer line 
breakage between a house 
and the street can be very 
costly.   

That expense, paid by 
the homeowner, can run as 
high as $15,000.   Now, for 
about $12 a month added to 
your current water bill you 
can be covered for this.  
For more information go to 
www. AWRUSA.com/NYC.

In conclusion, comedy 
night for 3/23 has been 
postponed temporarily.   

I’ll keep you posted.  
Thanks for reading!

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
 From Time to time, I am 

asked, what Veteran’s ser-
vice should I support? My 
answers are usually, The 
American Legion, U.S.O. 
and the Salvation Army.

These organizations 
spend the donations almost 
entirely on the Veteran and 
not on administrative costs 
and salaries. A new and very 
effective organization has 
come about, it’s the Opera-
tion Comfort Warriors. This 
group is sponsored totally 
be the American Legion, so 
you know the monies are 
well spent. OCW delivers 
rehabilitation equipment, 
entertainment and smiles 
to wounded and ill service 
members. This organiza-
tion provides a variety of 

gifts to rehab centers based 
on their individual needs: 
exercising equipment, fi sh-
ing and kayaking gear, 
special clothing for burn 
victims, CD,s , DVD,s, Wii 
games, and art supplies.  
Helping warriors get back 
on their feet is the primary 
goal of Operation Comfort 
Warrior. 100% of donations 
go directly toward pur-
chasing items to help Vets 
recover. Donations can be 
sent to: Operation Comfort 
Warriors, The American 
Legion, POB 361625, India-

napolis, IN 46236-1625
 I’m working on getting 

us a new Platoon to sponsor 
, so stay tuned to this col-
umn for further info.

 Trivia Time!!
 The Tootsie Roll debuted 

on February 23, 1896.
 On the same date in 

1945, The Flag was raised 
on Iwo Jima.

 The Nazi Party fi rs met 
in Munich on February 24, 
1920.

 The World Trade Center 
was bombed on February 
26, 1993.

 The shoot-out between 
The A.T.F. and the Branch 
Davidians took place in 
Waco, Texas on February 
28, 1993. 

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Happy Orere-Amadu doesn’t 

see herself earning a Division I 
soccer scholarship as the end of 
any amazing experience, but the 
beginning of another.

“I don’t think the journey is 
completed yet,” she said. “Prog-
ress is what I look forward to. I’m 
just going to keep going. There 
is always a next step for me, an-
other level.”

That is University of Texas at 
San Antonio (UTSA).

The Monroe College sopho-
more and former Truman high 
school standout immigrated to 
the United States from Nigeria 
four years ago. She had never 
played organized soccer until 
she moved to the Bronx. Plenty of 
hard work and learning paid off 
in the form of scholarship to play 
women’s soccer at the University 
of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA). 
She chose the Roadrunners over 
Monmouth. 

“The school is everything I 
want in a school,“ Orere-Amadu 
said. “The soccer team was re-
ally nice and I felt welcome.” 

She had hoped to play col-
lege soccer after two sensational 
years at Truman where tallied 
37 total goals playing in the 
PSAL Bronx A division. Orere-
Amadu didn’t have a qualifying 
SAT score to meet the NCAA 
standards despite interest from 
schools such as St. Peter’s, Quin-
nipiac, Rider, Central Connecti-
cut State and Stony Brook. She 
attended Monroe instead and be-
lieves she is better for it.

“I gained more experience,” 
Orere-Amadu said. “I got to de-
velop more. I learned a lot.”

She completely dedicated her-
self to soccer prior to last season 
because he was motivated to set 
a good example for her team-
mates. Orere-Amadu, got in the 
weight room, slimmed down 
and played as often as she could. 

The hard work paid off. She had 
25 goals and 13 assists in her 28 
career games and was named a 
honorable mention NJCAA All-
American last season.  “She re-
ally needed to get fi t in order for 
her to really put in display what 
her natural talents were.” Mon-
roe head coach Jonathan Garbar 
said. “As soon as she started get-

ting fi t you really saw her take 
over games.” 

Garber never questioned 
Orere-Amadu’s pure skill, call-
ing her footwork and quickness 
incredible. Orere-Amadu still 
needed to get herself in shape 
and learned how to play team de-
fense to round out her game. She 
is ready to join a Roadrunners 

team that is looking to rebuild 
in the Western Athletic Confer-
ence.   

“She has tremendous upside,” 
Garbar said. “Naturally she can 
do things that most other players 
will never be able to do.” Orere-
Amadu is already doing that by 
earning a chance to play Divi-
sion I ball. 

Jerry Greene (Orlando Sen-
tinel) talked about the honesty 
of today’s athletes.                                                                         

“Trust. Simple word, easy to 
spell. But increasingly diffi cult 
to believe, both in and out of spo
rts.                                                             This 
loss of trust in sports really 
hurts because there was a time 
when we turned to sports for 
outcomes we could accept with-
out question. After a day when 
we didn’t trust the mechanic 
who worked on our car and the 
dentist who said we needed a 
new mouth and the girlfriend 
who said we are her only true 
love, we could turn to sports 
and trust in the scoreboard.                                                                                                                              
Well, here’s my stand: I’m a Pol-
lyanna and proud of it! I trust 
you until you have done some-
thing to betray that trust. I be-
lieve in innocence until proven 
guilty even though many of us 
have done a 180 on that, saying, 
“How can that sports star prove 
he isn’t a cheat?”

No, can you prove that he is?
For example, I hear people 

questioning Adrian Peterson’s 
recovery and amazing season. I 
do not. I loved his comeback and 
choose to continue loving it.

Have I been disappointed 
and will I be disappointed 
again? You betcha. I’m not a 
fool. I know people do distrust-
ful things all the time, but I re-
fuse to believe all the people are 
distrustful all of the time.

However, if you want to sell 
me some swampland in the 
Everglades, I said I was a Pol-
lyanna but I am a cheap Polly-
anna.”                
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Continued on Page 53

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Clinton girls to fi nish third at PSAL championships

Happy Orere-Amadu earns scholarship

“It was really great seeing everyone contribute. 
Usually maybe one or two people are having great 
games, but today was a team effort.”

SENIOR KYLE FRIEDMAN...........................................PAGE 53

Trust

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Ethanity Dunn wasn’t happy 

and it was noticeable. 
The Dewitt Clinton senior won 

the long jump with a leap of 17 feet, 
.50 inches, but had a frown on her 

face and sulky body language after 
placing second in the triple jump, 
her better event, in 37-03.00 at the 
PSAL indoor track and fi eld cham-
pionships at the Armory Sunday. 
She feels her hop phase is a little 

off. 
“I could have won,” Dunn said of 

the triple jump. “My [best] is 38-3, 
but I’m not really in shape to jump 
my best.”

Her best was still good enough 

to earn her the fi eld athlete of the 
meet award and help he Governors 
girls team to a third-place fi nish be-
hind Benjamin Cardozo and Med-
gar Evers. Dunn was smiled widely 

Monroe’s Happy Orere-Amadu will play soccer at The Univeristy of Texas at San Antonio next season.  Photo courtesy of  
Victor Chu

Continued on Page 52
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Fordham Preparatory 
School has advanced to the 
second round of MSG Var-
sity’s, “The Challenge”, and 
will take on Astor Colle-
giate Academy on Tuesday, 
March 26, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 
on Cablevision’s Optimum, 
Channel 14.

Fordham Preparatory 
School is joined by 15 other 
schools from the Bronx as 
they progress through the 
Regional Rounds in trying 
to qualify for the Tri-State 
Championship Playoffs.

Back for his fourth sea-
son as host of “The Chal-
lenge” is Jared Cotter, host 
of “MSG Varsity’s Talent 
Show” and a popular semi-
fi nalist from American Idol.  
Cotter will serve as mod-
erator, testing competing 
teams on their knowledge of 
history, arts and literature, 
current events, math, and 
science in front of a live stu-
dio audience. 

The Fordham Prepara-
tory School team is repre-
sented by: Colin Okasaki, 

Rohan Mishra (Captain), Da-
vid Joannides, Joseph Paoli-
celli, (Alternates) Nicholas 
Groszewski and Christian 
Roodal. The academic advi-
sors are Patricia Morris and 
Paul Homer. 

The Astor Collegiate 
Academy team is repre-
sented by: Jeldin Colberg, 
Xhulio Durgaj (Captain), 

Jonathan Romero, Leahnna 
Nilson, (Alternates) Sha-
quille Noble and Marieka 
McLeod. The academic advi-
sor is Salvatore Ferone

“The Challenge” in-
cludes 192 high schools from 
the entire tri-state area — 
Long Island (with Nassau 
and Suffolk as two distinct 
regions), the Bronx, Brook-

lyn, Westchester/Lower 
Hudson Valley, New Jersey 
and Connecticut.  Long Is-
land will be represented by 
32 high schools from Nassau 
County and 32 high schools 
from Suffolk County. A new 
match-up can been seen ev-
ery Sunday through Friday 
at 6:30 pm, on MSG Varsity, 
Cablevision’s Optimum 

Channel 14.  
Participating schools 

advance through a series 
of elimination rounds, with 
one school in each region be-
ing crowned regional cham-
pion and winning $2,500 for 
their school. The winning 
teams from each region go on 
to “The Challenge” Champi-
onship where they square 

off in a Tri-State Showdown. 
The school awarded the ti-
tle of Tri-State Champion 
will receive $10,000 in prize 
money and each student par-
ticipating in the fi nal “Chal-
lenge” Championship game 
will receive $500.

For more information on 
“The Challenge,” please log 
onto www.msgvarsity.com.

Fordham Prep advances to second round of “The Challenge” 
Rams to face Astor Collegiate Academy in award winning high school quiz show

The Fordham Preparatory School team The Astor Collegiate Academy team

when receiving the plaque 
and left pleased with her long 
jump performance.

“I haven’t jumped 17 feet 
in a long time,” she said. “It 
felt kind of good.”

Teammate Dypna Umu-
nakwe posted second-place 
fi nishes in the 600 meters and 
the high jump with a time of 
1:36.81 and a leap of 5-04 on 
her last attempt of the fi nal. 
Teammate Desiree Gordon 
added a second-place fi nish 
with a toss of 36-07.00.

“I didn’t expect it to clear 
it,” Umunakwe said of her 
high jump mark. “It was 
light. It wasn’t as hard as I 
thought it would be.”

Bronx Science’s Pier Berk-
mans provided on of the best 
fi nished of the afternoon. He 
received the baton for the an-
chor leg with Midwood well 
in front and he nearly fell 
into fourth with about a lap 
and a half to go in the 4 x 800 
relay.

Instead, Berkmans didn’t 
panic and came all the way 
back to win the race for 
teammates Joseph Ledger, 

Artjom Plaunov and Daniel 
Leon in a time of 8:09.57. He 
passed Midwood’s Jacob Zo-
lotarevsky midway though 
the fi nal turn. 

“Obviously it was men-
tally challenging for me, but I 
chose not to give up and try to 
catch the guy in front of me,” 
said Berkmans, who also sec-
ond in the 3200 meters. 

Lehman’s Fillan Lee won 
the boys triple jump with a 

leap of 45-05.50 and Kenne-
dy’s Rahman Adekoya was 
third in the pole vault with a 
mark of 10 feet. 

Kimberly Bailey of Taft 
was second with a time of 
7.18 in the 55 dash and team-
mate Arianne Strunkey was 
third in the 300 with a mark 
of 39.62. Evander Child’s Ta-
kira Solomon took home the 
girls pole vault title with a 
leap of 8-06.

Clinton girls take third at PSAL
From Page 51

The DeWitt Clinton girls track team placed third at the PSAL indoor 
championship.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

BY MIKE MORTON 
St. Raymond had a lot of 

questions around its team 
entering the season.

Coach Oliver Antigua 
left to take a position as an 
assistant coach with Man-
hattan College after leading 
theboys basketball team to 
the CHSAA Intersectional 
title. St. Ray’s also saw top 
senior Shane Rector transfer 
to South Kent (Conn.) leav-
ing them with a young and 
inexperienced roster. 

The questions fueled the 
players all season. The Ra-
vens provided a defi nitive 
answer to all of their critics 
by beating rival Cardinal 
Hayes 67-56 for their second 
straight CHSAA Archdioc-
esan Class AA champion-
ship Saturday afternoon at 
Mount St. Michael. Junior 
guard Tory Ferguson scored 

six of his 17 points in the 
fourth quarter to help seal 
the win.

“At the beginning of the 
year everybody doubted us,” 
junior guard Kayvon Wil-
liams said.  “They said we 
didn’t have anybody.  That 
just gave us fi re.”

First-year St. Ray’s coach 
Jorge Lopez also has a lot to 
smile about by winning the 
title after being promoted 
from assistant coach last 
season.

“It was satisfying as an 
assistant just to see us win,” 
he said.  “It’s even more so as 
a head coach.”

Winning the champion-
ship wasn’t easy headeding 
into the playoffs on a six-
game losing streak. St. Ray-
mond (17-10) got hot at the 
right time and beat Mount 
and St. Peter’s to face Cardi-

nal Hayes (20-7) after split-
ting two wild affairs in the 
regular season.

Hayes forward Mustafa 
Jones score 11 of his game 
high 19 points before in the 
fi rst quarter before St. Rays 
buckled down on defense 
and held the Cardinals to 
just four points in the second 
quarter. The Ravens rallied 
to take a one-point lead into 
halftime.

“We went with coach’s 
plan, and coach’s plan was 
to stop them from getting 
those points in transition,” 
sophomore Luis Santos, 
who scored 13 points, said 
through a translator. “That 
was the key.”

The 6-foot-7 center im-
pressed Cardinals coach Joe 
Lods.

“The kid in the middle is 

St. Raymond tops rival
Hayes for second straight 

Archdiocesan crown

Continued on Page 53
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 Of course, when a 
player like “Joe D.”played, 
the press was still reluc-
tant to delve into personal 
lives as they are today- ex-
cept when Marilyn Mon-
roe was involved. He was 
one of my favorite play-
ers when I was younger 
(I don’t think any of us 
had idols back then). Joe 
DiMaggio appeared to be 
an individual who was 
larger than life and if you 
looked up Yankee in the 
dictionary you’d see his 
picture. One day he was 
asked by a young team-
mate why he “busted it ev-
ery day” and he answered, 
“There might be someone 
out there who is seeing 
me play for the fi rst time.” 
This is the Yankee Credo.    

ESPN Said

(Robinson) “Cano will 
HAVE to play this sea-
son under a team option 
that will pay him $15MIL-
LION.”

False Idols

In today’s world ath-
letes are lifted onto inspi-

rational stages when they 
don’t belong there. Mike 
Wise (DC Post) gave us his 
thoughts with: Why do we 
keep searching for real-
life inspiration from our 
athletic heroes after they 
do so much to disappoint 
us as citizens?             

On and on the contra-
dictions go, the reality 
that many champions of 
sport are hardly champi-
ons of lif

Before the next defi ni-
tive magazine or broad-
cast piece is written or 
taped, can’t we just admit 
we don’t really know any-
body anymore. We think 
we do, but we don’t. And 
more than ever we’re 
duped by Web sites and 
handlers who feed false 
narratives that care-
fully camoufl age fl awed 
humans who happen to 
be great at what they do.                                                                                                      
If we genuinely are go-
ing to enjoy sports on any 
guiltless level, isn’t there 
a need to permanently 
separate the song from the 
singer, the performer from 

the performance?”
He’s Right!                                                                                       

Dwight Perry (Seattle 
Times) quoted Alan Ray 
who observed that what 
the game and the conces-
sion stands had in com-
mon on NBA All-Star 
Weekend: “Overpriced hot 
dogs.”                                         

Heads In The Ground

The Int’l Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) has made a 
big mistake- they dropped 
wrestling competition 
from the 2020 games and 
kept the Modern Pentath-
lon (shooting, swimming, 
fencing, equestrianism, 
and cross country run-
ning).                                  There 
were 71 nations that sent 
wrestling teams and 26 
sent Pentathlon competi-
tors to the last games.                      

From The 

Original “Ueck”       
Dwight Perry (Seattle 

Times) told us about a near 
miss. “A 150-foot asteroid 
passed within 17,000 miles 
of Earth last week.         Or 
to hear Bob Uecker call it, 
just a bit outside.” 

Pipe Dreams: False Idols
From Page 51

BY MIKE MORTON
Riverdale defeating 

Horace Mann School in its 
annual Buzzell Game was 
more than just a big win 
over a rival.   

The Falcons 56-50 boys 
basketball victory against 
Horace Man Friday night 
at Manhattan College’s 
Draddy Gymnasium had 
larger implications. River-
dale earned its fi rst share 
of the Ivy League title since 
1985. It sits a top the stand-
ing with Poly Prep. 

“We haven’t won it since 
1985, so for us to win it is a 
real special thing,” Falcons 
coach Andrew Marinos 
said.

Senior Josh Wetzler 
and junior Tom Ryan each 
scored 15 points and helped 
Riverdale (16-4, 12-2) jump 
out to an early lead that 
seemed insurmountable. 
The Falcons began the game 
on a 15-0 run, and won the 
fi rst quarter 19-4 in long-
running rivalry named af-
ter a former Horace Mann 
football player who died 
from polio in 1950.

“It was hugely impor-
tant [to start so strong],” 
Ryan said.  “When you get 
on them early, it’s easier to 
win and hold the lead.”

This win was anything 
but simple.

Horace Mann (10-13, 
5-9) came storming back 
into the game after trail-
ing by 20 points heading 
into the fi nal quarter. Over 
the fi nal three minutes of 
the contest, Riverdale saw 
a 15-point lead dwindle to 
just six with one minute 
remaining. Andrew Baskt 
paced Horace Mann with 14 
points and created a tight 
situation with a champion-
ship on the line. 

Marinos then called a 
timeout, and his message 
to his team was simple, he 
said: “Don’t panic.”

Riverdale managed to 
hold on for the win by hit-
ting its free throws down 
the stretch and tightening 
up their defense, but the 
momentum was clearly in 
the Lions’ favor, the coach 
felt. 

“If there’s another cou-

ple minutes in this game 
they probably win it,” Ma-
rinos said.  

Riverdale kept it to-
gether by playing team 
basketball, something se-
nior Kyle Friedman spoke 
highly of following the win.  
Friedman scored nine 
points for the Falcons, in-
cluding seven in the second 
half.  Junior Nicky Raven 
also scored nine, with seven 
of his points coming in the 
15-0 fi rst quarter run.

“It was really great see-
ing everyone contribute,” 
Friedman said.  “Usually 
maybe one or two people 
are having great games, but 
today was a team effort.”  

Riverdale will begin 
preparing for the playoffs, 
where they believe they 
will be contenders for the 
NYSAISAA Class B cham-
pionship after losing to 
defending champion Colle-
giate in the semifi nals last 
year. The Ivy League crown 
is just the start.

“We’re looking to win 
the whole thing,” Ryan 
said.

Riverdale claims share of Ivy title for fi rst time since 1985

The Riverdale boys basketball celebrates its win over Horace Mann.  Photo courtesy of Rhonda Casson

such a force that they could 
kind of extend their zone a 
little bit when you have such 
a dominant big guy in there,” 
he said.  “They were able to 
get on our shooters because 
they realized they had him 
protecting the rim.”

St. Ray’scarried a two-

point lead into the fi nal 
frame, despite the dominant 
defense in the fi rst three 
quarters. Then the Ravens’ 
offense woke up, and carried 
them to victory. A 12-2 run, 
along with converting all 15 
free throw attempts in the 
quarter, cemented the win. 

St. Ray’s now begins 
their defense of last year’s 

city championship at the dio-
cese’s top seed. Hayes is left 
hungry to redeem itself after 
the loss and script a better 
ending.  

“This is motivation,” Car-
dinals guard Shavar Newk-
irk said.  “We see this, we 
saw what happened last year 
in the semifi nals.  We don’t 
want it to happen again. “

St. Rays tops rival Hayes for crown

From Page 52

St. Raymond celebrates its CHSAA Archdiocesan title. Photo by Mike Morton
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cannot get through,” said 
Susi. “We cannot have plows 
get through now, so the resi-
dents on the street are doing 
all the snow removal.” 

Behind the fence, on what 
appears to be Edgewater 
property, are prior markings 
apparently for underground 
utility lines as well as a 
guardrail Prentiss residents 
believe was installed and 
maintained by the city. 

“We didn’t buy these 
houses with this fence in 
mind,” said homeowner 
Louie Mondelli Sr. “Someone 
dropped the ball here.” 

John Marano, chairman 
of Community Board 10, said 
that the board called in city 
agencies, including the De-
partment of Buildings, city 
Department of Transporta-
tion, Department of Environ-
mental Protection and the 

From page 1

Prentiss Ave. homeowners fenced in
Fire Department, to investi-
gate. All determined that the 
land up to the fence is Edge-
water’s property, he said. 

“It does look awkward, 
it does look out of place,” he 
said, “But based on the way 
the records look right now, 
Edgewater has a right to do 
it.”  

The FDNY did issue the 
cooperative a notice of viola-
tion for allegedly blocking a 
fi re hydrant with their new 
fence, but the cooperative 
has agreed to create a gate to 
the hydrant, said Marano.

 Cooperative President 
Keith Freder said the fence 
is there to secure the com-
munity’s property. 

“We don’t have a concern,” 
said Freder of the fence. “We 
think we are simply exercis-
ing what is the right of every 
property owner in New York 
City.”

But homeowner Carmen 

Colon said residents may 
now have to build unwanted 
driveways in their yards. She 
is also concerned about prop-
erty values taking a dive.

“It is an eyesore,” she 
said, adding that “now we 
have garbage accumulat-
ing on the other side of the 
fence.”  

The Prentiss Avenue resi-
dents said they are looking 
into options, including le-
gal action, to maintain their 
quality-of-life and safety. 

Board 10 is trying to fi nd 
a compromise between Edge-
water and the homeowners, 
said Marano.

But Susi said he feels as if  
the Edgewater Park Owners 
Cooperative does not care 
about their safety. 

“If they did care,” he said, 
“the gate would be open al-
ready to gain access to the 
hydrant.”

Anthony Susi, a homeowner on Prentiss Avenue, points to where the guardrail on his block used to 
separate the street from Edgewater Park. That was before the Edgewater Park Cooperative built the 
wrought iron fence roughly six feet into the street. - Photo by Patrick Rocchio 

Federal Emergency Management Agency releases Bronx fl ood zone map

FEMA fl ood map.

Homeowners who now 
find themselves added to a 
flood zone will now face a 
storm of insurance premi-
um increases if the final re-
vised maps are adopted after 
a public review.

Shoreline properties in 

From page 1 Country Club, Spencer Es-
tates, Edgewater Park, Sil-
ver Beach, Clason Point and 
Harding Park all saw flood 
zones added or expanded.

Maps for the worst-hit 
parts of Staten Island, Brook-
lyn, Queens and Westchester 
County were released last 
month. 

Homeowners can look 
up their addresses at re-
gion2coastal.com to see if 
they are included in the new 
zones, which could require 
taking out flood insurance 
and elevating their homes.

Mortgage companies 
may also notify homeown-
ers their flood zone status 

has changed.
The new mapped zones 

on the web site are shown in 
dark and light pink shading. 

An area shaded in dark 
pink designates a “V Zone” 
or a zone where FEMA of-
ficials are concerned about 
wave velocity causing dam-
age to property.

A “V Zone” would re-
quire a homeowner fulfill 
more requirements than an 
“A Zone” to receive a lower 
flood insurance premium.

An area shaded in light 
pink designates an “A Zone” 
or zone where officials are 
concerned about storm surg-
es effecting property and 
recommend property own-
ers elevate their homes or 
businesses. 

FEMA representative 
Hannah Vick said the new 
maps were not supposed 
to be released until Spring 
2013, but after Hurricane 
Sandy devestated much of 
New York City, the agency 
wanted to get out as much 
new data as quickly as pos-
sible.

“We didn’t want to not 
give this information to 
communities,” Vick said. 
“Because of Sandy, we had 
access to new data so we 
wanted to get it out as soon 
as we could.”

According to Vick the 
new maps are not the regula-

tory maps — those will not 
be released for another one 
to two years.

“Right now, we are not 
saying homeowners need 
to do anything,” Vick said. 
“There will be open houses 
and periods of public com-
ment before the regulatory 
maps are set and released. 
These are simply advisory, 
because now we have a bet-
ter understanding of storm 
surges and how things like 
that work.”

FEMA is recommend-
ing in many cases that in-
dividuals in communities 
where flood zones have been 
changed either elevate their 
homes and/or strengthen 
their structures, officials 
said.

Homeowners in areas 
where maps were previ-
ously released, now face new 
building codes and shrink-
ing property values, among 
other costs.

People choosing to 
ignore the new elevation 
guidelines could be stuck 
paying insurance premiums 
of $9,500 a year for a typical 
single-family home, com-
pared to $1,410 a year for a 
homeowner whose house is 
built at the recommended 
level. Building a home three 
feet higher than the recom-
mended guidelines could 
bring premiums down to 

$427 a year.
Homes newly added to 

the flood zone will also now 
be required to buy flood in-
surance for the first time if 
they have a federally backed 
mortgage.

Homeowners within 
flood zones will have two 
years to elevate their prop-
erties, and increased pre-
miums will be phased into 
effect once the maps are put 
into place in 2015.

Meanwhile, Governor 
Cuomo announced this 
week that the deadline for 
FEMA assistance has been 
extended to March 29 for the 
Bronx as well as 12 other di-
saster declared counties. 

Those in need of help 
can call the FEMA help line 
at 800-621-3362 from 7 a.m. 
to 1 a.m. EST, seven days a 
week until further notice. To 
register, go to www.Disaster-
Assistance.gov or on smart-
phone at m.fema.gov.

Senator Jeff Klein said 
his office will continue to 
work with people through 
the rebuilding process. 

“As co-chair of the Bi-
partisan Task Force on Hur-
ricane Sandy Recovery,” he 
said, “I am working to en-
sure that any financial relief 
we can provide to property 
owners will be made avail-
able to Bronx home and busi-
ness owners.”
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Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)

EASY PAYMENT

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For existing non-

FOR
JUST

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 03/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ZOOM!
$399

EXPIRES 03/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

St. Barnabas Hospital un-
veiled a new state-of-the-art 
mobile mammography van 
today that has the capacity to 
offer free breast screenings 
to 5,000 women in the Bronx 
annually using the latest in 
digital technology, in addi-
tion to educating them on 
breast cancer and the impor-
tance of early detection.  

The van is funded 
through a New York City 
Council grant via its Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Health and was sponsored 
by Councilman Joel Rivera.  
It replaces an earlier unit 
that was funded by New York 
State in 1998 and did its last 
screening in 2010.

The new van has the ca-
pability to do 15 – 20 breast 
screenings daily, or about 
twice as many as with the 
original van.  It uses digi-
tal mammography (as op-
posed to x-ray fi lm) and a 
CAD (computer aided de-
sign) system that enhances 
the images and allows them 
to be seen in real time.  The 
new system is not only much 
faster – a new series can be 
done approximately every 15 
minutes – but exposes the pa-
tient to lower radiation.

The van includes an ex-
amination room for clinical 
breast exams, with the front 
of the bus equipped to provide 
women with video instruc-
tion on proper self-breast 

St. Barnabas mobile 
mammography van

exams and literature, where 
a peer educator will answer 
any questions in English and 
Spanish.  Patients requir-
ing treatment will be cared 
for at St. Barnabas Hospital, 
regardless of whether they 
have insurance. 

In March, the van will 
begin screening women 
throughout the Bronx at the 
invitation of community-
based organizations, houses 
of worship, senior centers 
and other locations, as re-
quested, Monday through 
Friday. The van can also be 
made available on weekends 
by special appointment.

According to Dr. Bert M. 
Petersen, Jr., director of the 
Breast Surgery Clinic at St. 
Barnabas Hospital, who was 
among the speakers at the 
introduction of the new van, 
early detection of breast can-
cer has historically been a 
problem among poor women.  
Yet, education and follow-up 
are also critical.

An estimated one in eight 
women will develop breast 
cancer during her lifetime.  
While it is the second lead-
ing cause of death among 
women, early detection 
makes a huge difference in 
reducing death rates. 

The American Cancer 
Society recommends that 
women over 40 have a mam-
mogram and clinical breast 
exam annually, and

BY DR. WILLIAM WOLFSON
How to Conquer 

Dental Fears
Reprinted from AOL Health

Are you a Lion or a Lamb? 
You can face Dental fears by 
putting on a brave front and 
act like a Lion, when inside 
you are really a trembling 
Lamb. Or, you may recog-
nize that you are a Lamb, 
felling as if your trip to the 
Dentist is like being led to 
the slaughterhouse. Happily, 
however, you no longer need 
to be ither!

Many people worry about 
going to the dentist. You may 
be very nervous and may ac-
tually feel sick to your stom-
ach. Some people become 
so nervous that they just 
don’t go to the dentist. How-
ever, this can lead to serious 
problems, including infected 

gums and teeth, diffi culty 
chewing, and lack of self-con-
fi dence because of bad teeth 
or bad breath.

To help get over being 
nervous about the dentist, it 
is helpful to fi rst understand 
why you may be nervous. 
Reasons include:

 Having had a painful or 
bad experience at the den-
tist, including insensitive 
comments made during your 
visit. The smell of the offi ce 
or seeing or hearing the den-
tal tools (such as the sound of 
a drill) may bring this back.
· Feeling helpless or out of 
control. Being confi ned to 
the chair and not being able 
to speak and communicate 
may cause this. The precau-
tions your dentist takes, 
such as wearing a mask and 
gloves, may add to this feel-

ing.
· Being embarrassed about 
the condition of your teeth.
· Hearing about others’ bad 
experiences at the dentist or 
being infl uenced by how TV, 
newspapers, or magazines 
portray them.
· A fear of the unknown, in-
cluding the procedures your 
dentist uses.

To help feel less nervous 
about a dental visit, try the 
following:

· Talk about your fears. 
Tell your dentist that you are 
nervous, and try to explain 
why. This way your dentist 
can do everything possible 
to put you at ease.

· Ask your dentist about 
what is going to happen and 
why. If you understand the 
steps of getting a fi lling, for 
example, you may feel less 
nervous about it. Ask your 
dentist to tell you when he or 
she is moving from one step 
in a procedure to another 

step.
· Make your dental visit 
at a time when you are not 
rushed or under pressure. 
An early morning, late af-
ternoon, or Saturday may be 
the best time, as you may not 
have to worry about missing 
school or work.
· If the sound of a drill both-
ers you, ask your dentist if he 
or she has music and head-
phones. If not, bring your 
own audio player and head-
phones.
· Agree on hand signals 
to communicate pain, dis-
comfort, or that you need a 

break.
· Use relaxation techniques. 
As you sit in the chair, try 
deep breathing or thinking 
about a favorite activity or 
place.
· Don’t be afraid to switch 
dentists. If you talk to your 
dentist and feel that he or she 
is not listening or not mak-
ing an effort to help you feel 
at ease, try another dentist.

Don’t be a Lamb, take 
charge and be a Lion!

Dr. Wolfson is director of  
Morris Park Dental Associ-
ates, 960 Morris Park Ave. 
Call 718-377-6453  for info.
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URGENT CARE
3231 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

URGENT CARE
5665 Riverdale Avenue

Bronx, NY 10471


