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Push zoning fi x for walled-in house
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Pelham owner 
has shelter
portfolio

PATTY JUSTINIANO IN FRONT OF HOME.
Photo by Patty Justiniano

BY DAVID CRUZ
The building owner of Pelham 

Bay’s temporary supportive hous-
ing facility is no stranger to help-
ing the borough’s underserved – 
for a profit.  

The five-story building at 1870 
Pelham Parkway South is now 
home to 62 mentally ill tenants 
temporarily displaced by Hurri-
cane Sandy from their damaged 
Queens residence.

Moujan Vahdat, a billionare 
head of a Manhattan satellite com-
munications firm, manages the 
building under East 110th Street 
Realty LLC, one of many LLCs he’s 
set up.  

Building records show Vahdat 
owns a family shelter at 587 Wales 
Avenue in Melrose and a facility 
for those living with HIV/AIDS 
in East Harlem.  He once owned 
a home for mentally disabled at 
1812 Andrews Ave. South in West 
Farms.

He took ownership of the Pel-
ham Parkway building in 2006 
after prior owner, Our Lady of 
Mercy Hospital, was bought by 
Montefiore Medical Center.  

Nathan Plummer soon leased 
Vahdat’s building, converting it 
into a luxury senior-assisted liv-
ing facility that failed to draw 
occupants with its $4,000-$5,000 
rents.   

Vahdat then converted the 
building into a high-end apart-
ment building, while keeping the 
fixtures for a supportive housing 
complex.

At the Jan. 17 Community 
Board 10 meeting, Dr. Yves Ades 
of  Services for the UnderServed 
indicated the building had been 
“rehabbed for an assisted living 
facility,” complete with a sprin-
kler system and emergency panic 
doors.  

A spokesman for Vahdat did 
not return comment.

SEVEN CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS GET AX

Diocese closing seven borough schools

 Amanda Cruz (pictured), pleading with the Archdiocese of New York to keep her 
school open.  But the Diocese made up its mind Jan. 22, closing St. Jerome and 
six other Catholic schools in the Bronx.   Photo by Josiane Bauke

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
One Bronx school was 

spared, seven others were sacri-
ficed as the Archiodese of New 
York brought the fiscal hammer 
down on struggling Bronx and 
other parochial schools across 
the region this week.

The Bronx lost the most 
schools as a total of 22 were told 
they’d be closed by June, their 
students absorbed into other 
nearby schools. Of the 26 at-risk 
elementary schools announced 
two months ago, four will remain 
open. 

 After a long process that in-
cluded fundraising, rallies, and 
extensive finacial planning only 
St. Mary’s school in Williams-
bridge was spared.

Our Lady of Mercy in Ford-
ham; Holy Spirit elementary 
school in Morris Heights; Our 
Lady of Angels school in Kings-
bridge; St. Jerome school in Mott 

Haven; St. Anthony’s School in 
Wakefield; St. Mary Star of the 
Sea school on City Island, and 
Blessed Sacrament in Soundview, 
the alma mater of U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor, 
will close. The combined total 
registration of all eight schools 
was less than 2,000 students, a 
number the diocese called eco-
nomically unfeasible.

The archdiocese said it would 
work with parents to re-locate 
those students to other under-uti-
lized schools.

Though unionized, teachers 
at the closed schools will have no 
job guarantees, though a diocese 
spokeswoman said teacher lists 
will be compiled and shared with 
schools that have openings.

“I am sincerely saddened by 
the decision to close a school so 
significant to the students, par-
ents and communities of Co-op 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It won’t help a family left up 

against a wall by a greedy devel-
oper. 

But a Bronx elected official 
is calling for a zoning change that 
will keep other developers from 
leaving homeowners in similar 
straights. 

City Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca is asking the City Plan-

ning Commission to amend local 
zoning that would bar developers 
from building right up to the side 
of homes with windows. 

“Something has got to be 
done,” said Vacca of the zoning. 
“I wanted to start a zoning review 
and get recommendations.”

Pelham Bay’s Justiniano fam-
ily is literally up against the wall 
with a new next-door apartment 

building.  
One side of Patty and Fer-

nando Justiniano’s home at 3525 
Bruckner Blvd. is practically be-
ing walled in by developer Anton 
Tinaj, leaving about a foot of space 
between a new 14-unit apartment 
building and 10 windows on the 
side of their home. It used to face 
a single family home on a double 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Police are alerting ho-

meowners - especially el-
derly ones who are favored 
targets – to be on guard af-
ter a recent wave of “decep-
tion burglaries,” as police 
label them, flaring up in 
the east Bronx. 

Three incidents were 
reported to police in little 
over a week in early Janu-
ary, including two in Morris 
Park where two male white 
thieves posed as repair 
people investigating a leak, 
and one in Pelham Gardens 
where the perpetrators im-
personated home repair 
people fixing a fence. 

Once inside the house, 
one thief stays with the 
resident continuing the 
ruse, while the other steals 
jewelry and other portable 
valuables.

The NYPD recently re-
leased a police artist’s sketch 
of one of the suspects.

The 49th Precinct is 
alerting homeowners, espe-

cially the elderly, to remain 
vigilant.

 The perpetrators ap-
pear to be targeting the 
elderly, said 49th Precinct 
community affairs officer 
Victor DiPierro. An 89-year-
old and a 72-year-old wom-
an were victims, while the 
third was an elderly man. 

“In two of the three 
burglaries the employees 
posed as water or plumbing 
officials that were looking 
into a leak,” said DiPierro. 

He said the thieves 
come to the door and say 
they have to go to the base-
ment and see the pipes. One 
person goes upstairs and 
steals jewelry and other 
items while the other per-
petrator is downstairs with 
the homeowner. 

“These are disturbing 
crimes that we don’t want 
to have keep happening, be-
cause the elderly are always 
the targets of these types of 
burglaries,” said DiPierro.  

Police believe that the 

two incidents in Morris 
Park have separate perpe-
trators from the one in Pel-
ham Gardens. 

The precinct is offer-
ing tips on avoiding being 
a victim. 

“Under no circum-
stances should you be 
opening your door and let 
anyone into your home that 
you are not expecting,” said 
DiPierro. “You know if you 
have something wrong with 
your home and you call for 
a repair, such as if there is 
a power outage or if you do 
have a water problem. If 
you are calling someone, 
you are expecting them.” 

DiPierro added: “But, 
if someone is knocking on 
your door for no apparent 
reason and telling you that 
there is a leak or that they 
need to check your pipes...
do not open the door and 
call 911.” 

The bandits often 
drive around the area to de-
termine who is elderly and 

living alone. 
He said any details 

anyone can provide to po-

lice would be helpful. Such 
as in the Pelham Gardens 
theft, where the targteted 

homeowner noticed the 
thieves speed away in a sil-
ver pickup truck. 

49th Pct. on the lookout for duo

Police sketch of suspec behind deception burglaries in Morris Park.. Sketch provided by NYPD

‘Deception’ burglars hitting elderly

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Tenants at a west 

Bronx apartment building 
are turning up the heat on 
a landlord that left them 
without cooking gas for 
seven months.

A fire on Aug. 6, 2011 
left 14 apartment units in 
the Mt. Eden building at 
1520 Sheridan condemned, 
and the remaining 58 with 
no gas service. 

Thirty tenants are 
now suing their landlord 
Chestnut Holdings in small 
claims court for rent abate-
ment.

“We just want to live in 
safe and peaceful homes,” 
said tenant leader Jamira 
Correa. “I don’t understand 
how our landlord, Chestnut 
Holdings, who has the mon-
ey to buy so many buildings 
in the Bronx, doesn’t have 
the money to compensate 
tenants for the lack of cook-
ing gas.”

Carmela Moreno, an-
other tenant, said during 
the time she didn’t have 
gas, she would have to go to 
her family’s house almost 

every day so that her chil-
dren could get a hot meal.

 “The hot plates they 
gave us didn’t work at all. 
On days when I couldn’t go 
to my family’s house, I had 
to spend extra money to 
buy dinner outside,” More-
no said. 

Although all of the ten-
ants that were ordered to 
vacate have now returned 
to their apartments, and 
gas service was restored in 
February 2012, the landlord 
still refuses to offer tenants 
compensation. 

“The tenants wrote 
a letter to the landlord 
for rental abatement – not 
100% – but a portion for the 
time they were living there 
without essential services,” 
said Stephanie Rudolph, 
New York Lawyers Public 
Interest group attorney 
working with the tenants. 
“The landlord responded 
that they would refuse to 
provide any abatement, so 
the tenants decided to take 
their case to small claims 
court.”

The average abatement 

sought is $1,500, according 
to Rudolph. 

Tenants rallied out-
side of their building on 
Friday, Jan. 18, demanding 
safe, clean and affordable 
housing, as well as abate-
ment for months of lack of 
services. 

They were  joined by 
State Assemblywoman Van-
essa Gibson and members 
of the community organiza-
tion CASA-New Settlement 
Apartments.

Rudolph said the ten-
ants are just asking for 
what is rightfully theirs — 
compensation.

“Tenants are stand-
ing up for their rights,” she 
said. “They’ve tried to ne-
gotiate and they’ve gotten 
nowhere. I’m inspired by 
the tenants’ commitment to 
not only the safety of their 
individual apartments but 
to the wellbeing of their 
neighbors, their building, 
and their larger commu-
nity.”

Assemblywoman Gib-
son said Chestnut Holding 
has failed to meet the basic 

needs of its tenants.
 “This legal action is 

an important step in finally 

getting justice for the fami-
lies that suffered so long 
and sends a clear message 

that we will not tolerate the 
actions of unscrupulous 
landlords,” Gibson said. 

Tenants of 1520 Sheridan Avenue protest outside of their building, demanding the landlord Chestnut 
Holdings pay abatement for seven months of living with no cooking gas after a fi re. Photo by Aracelis 
Batista

Tenants sue landlord over their pain in the gas
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
It was a freezing Janu-

ary night, and John Kelly 
had just taken down the 
Christmas lights from in-
side the lobby of the Pel-
ham Bay apartment build-
ing where he worked as the 
super.

A son had taken the 
lights into their ground-
floor apartment in the 
building at 3505 Bruckner 
Blvd. Kelly was following 
a short time later, carry-
ing a ladder, when some-
one walked up behind him, 
put a gun to the back of his 
head, and fired.

That was seven years 
ago, Jan. 15, 2006, and with 
no statute of limitations on 
murder, Bronx detectives 
are now hoping to turn the 
heat up on the cold case 
with some new leads to 
bring the killer of the fa-
ther of three to justice.

The closest they have 

for witnesses are a city bus 
driver who was driving 
along Bruckner Blvd., just 
past Buhre Avenue  shortly 
after 8 p.m. when he spot-
ted the 43-year old Kelly 
lying on his back on the 
sidewalk.

 The other “witness” 
was a woman who was 
walking down Roberts Av-
enue at the other end of the 
block who heard the shot. 
When she turned the cor-
ner, she found Kelly, gasp-
ing for air as he lay outside 
his apartment doorway.

Neither witness saw 
anyone on the street.

It wasn’t until para-
medics got Kelly to Jacobi 
Hospital, where he was 
pronounced dead an hour 
later, that doctors found the 
bullet wound in the back of 
his head.

As for a motive, detec-
tives have some working 
theories, but nothing solid 
– yet – to back them up.

The murder had all 
the signs of a professional 
mob hit – silent, quick and 
deadly, with nothing left 
behind save for a small 
caliber shell casing.

“We went over the 
crime scene with a fine 
tooth comb,” said Detective 
Tom Aasheim of the Bronx 
Homicide Task Force, who 
worked on the original 
case as a detective at the 
local 45th Precinct squad. 
“We checked the sewers for 
the weapon, we even cut 
the grass looking for evi-
dence.”

As far as cops can 
determine, Kelly was a 
solid, hardworking guy in-
volved in local Irish sports 
leagues, with no dark shad-
ows hovering over his life.

Besides taking care 
the apartment building, he 
was an electrician and on 
Friday nights tended bar at 
the popular Jimmy Ryan’s 
on Middletown Road.

One possible focus 
could involve his bartend-
ing job, where he was a no-
nonsense guy when it came 
to unruly customers.

“It’s possible this 
could have been a grudge 
slaying,” said Aasheim. 

Among the customers 
Kelly reportedly tangled 
with was one with a par-

ticularly short temper and 
a violent criminal record.

They did make one ar-
rest early on in the inves-
tigation – a tenant in the 
building – but he came up 
with a solid alibi.

Aasheim said there 
is still a $12,000 reward 
standing for information 
leading to the arrest and 

conviction of Kelly’s killer 
or killers.

Anyone with any pos-
sible information, even 
possibly an overheard con-
versation, is asked to call 
1-800-577-TIPS (8477).

Callers do not have to 
reveal their identity, and 
will be paid by a code num-
ber.

Seek killer of popular bartender

Police reward poster overlooks scene where John Kelly was murdered.

Cops warming up cold case murder
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Archdiocese chops seven Bronx Catholic schools
From page 1

CB 10 shelter meeting uproar
BY DAVID CRUZ

Residents angry over 
a “temporary” supportive 
housing facility slipping 
into their neighborhood 
turned a local community 
board meeting into a shout-
ing match.

 Community Board 10 
wound up saying it will now 
call on Gov. Cuomo to over-
haul state policy on such 
facilities, which now do not 
require public notice before 
they open in a community.

Outraged Pelham Bay 
and other east Bronx resi-
dents packed Villa Barone 
Restaurant Jan. 17 to per-
sonally hear from Dr. Yves 
Ades,  chief operating officer 
for Services for the Under-
Served, the nonprofit now 
occupying the long-vacant, 
high-end Pelham Grand 
apartment building.   

Following Hurricane 
Sandy, SUS transferred 62 
de-institutionalized men-
tally ill clients from their 
storm-damaged Rockaway 
Beach residence, signing a 
six-to-nine month lease with 

little public notice. Two ten-
ants have criminal records 
for low-level, non-violent of-
fenses, SUS has said.  

“The board is not happy 
SUS moved like this,” griped  
CB10 chairman John Ma-
rano, “but it’s beyond our 
control.” 

Building neighbor Vera 
Gonzalez echoed major sen-
timent in the hostile room, 
saying she was not happy 
with the board or local elect-
ed officials, who sent repre-
sentatives on their behalf– 
“They bamboozled us!”

District Manager Ken 
Kearns told the audience 
SUS had no legal obliga-
tion to alert the public be-
fore moving in, though he 
pointed out CB10 is ready to 
challenge that policy to state 
agencies. 

“Our tenants are not 
murderers, they’re not rap-
ists, they’re not predators,” 
said Dr. Ades, emphasiz-
ing his tenants will be good 
neighbors. “They are people 
who are simply looking to 
live with dignity.”

One speaker, Egidio 
Sementelli was quickly cor-
rected by Ades when he ac-
cused SUS of operating a 
“men’s only homeless shel-
ter.” A public tour of the fa-
cility also showed Sement-
elli’s claim to be false.

But Ades barely won 
any hearts and minds.  

Ades offered neighbors 
the chance to take a tour of 
the facility, even providing 
busses for large groups.  

No hearing required
The community uproar 

has sparked talk of whether 
nonprofits operating sup-
portive housing through the 
state Office of Mental Health 
should be legally required to 
advise the public of a move.

Nonprofits setting up 
group homes are legally re-
quired to hold public hear-
ings under the Padavan Law 
of 1978, named after its spon-
sor Sen. Frank Padavan.

CB10 members have 
now drafted a letter to Gov. 
Cuomo, urging him to incor-
porate nonprofits like SUS 
under the purview of the Pa-
davan Law.

City and City Island,” said 
Desiree White, a mother 
with two children at St. 
Mary’s Star of the Sea.

 “How do I comfort my 
oldest child? Next year she 
was due to graduate with 
honors from eighth grade 
with friends and basketball 
teammates for six years,” 
said White. “This will be a 

difficult and abrupt ending 
to handle with care as this 
wasn’t just a school but an 
extension of our family.”

Danilo Cruz, with 
three children attending St. 
Jerome’s school in Mott Ha-
ven, said he was saddened 
the archdiocese rejected 
the school’s financial plan.

He said the school pro-
posed becoming a separate 

parish-run school, inde-
pendent from the regional 
board, similar to others in 
the Bronx, such as Villa 
Maria in Country Club.

He said he was con-
cerned about applying for 
other Catholic schools. 

“If families had some 
type of early acceptance re-
sponse from other schools, 
a guaranteed spot, this 

would ease the transition,” 
said Cruz. “The catho-
lic church needs to act in 
good faith, and uphold its 
moral obligation to its con-
gregants.” 

But Herminia Roman, 
principal of Blessed Sacra-
ment School, said “It has 
been promised by the arch-
diocese that there will be 
a seat for every child in a 
Catholic school if they want 
it.” 

“We’ve had a very 
heavy heart and sadness 
at the school,” said Roman. 
“It’s just been very sad. The 
school is going to be greatly 
missed by the community.”

Wednesday, Jan. 3 

marked the deadline for 
each school to come up with 
a financial plan to raise 
nearly $1 million over the 
next three years, in order 
to remain open.

Parents from the 
schools struggled to come 
up with ideas, including 
fundraisers, emergency 
Pay Pal accounts, and ral-
lies. The schools were no-
tified of their impending 
closures by the diocese in 
November. Diocesean offi-
cials had pastors and prin-
cipals of the at-risk schools 
meet with the local board 
or committee.

Many parents felt they 
were given the potential 

closing news with little-to-
no time to come up with a 
plan to raise money.

“The schools have all 
been aware of the process 
— especially given that 
two years ago we also had 
a large number of schools 
closed, and we indicated 
at that time that the pro-
cess was ongoing,” diocese 
spokesman Joseph Zwilling 
said in a statement. “The 
school communities were 
certainly aware of what was 
happening, and have defi-
nitely had the opportunity 
to address whatever prob-
lems (usually stemming for 
a lack of enrollment) in or-
der to prepare.”

Push zoning fi x for walled-in houses
From page 1
lot. 

Under current R7-1 zon-
ing rules, next door build-
ings may be built all the way 
to the property line.

Vacca, who was instru-
mental in pushing the R7-1 
zoning to stop overdevelop-
ment, is calling for a review 
of R-3 to R-7 zones.

There currently are side 
yard requirements for most 
zoning below R-3, which is 
lower density zoning. 

Citing the construction 
at 3529 Bruckner Blvd., Vac-
ca expressed his concerns 
in a Jan. 22 letter to the 
planning commission about 
“the right that many build-
ers have to build lot line to 
lot line, and the impact it 
has on adjacent homeown-
ers.”  

“A long-time homeown-
er now has her windows fac-
ing a brick wall, where she 
previously had open space,” 
stated Vacca. “Her circum-
stances totally changed 
based on one home being 
demolished and a new multi-
ple-family home being built 

right against her property.”
Vacca told the Bronx 

Times Reporter that he 

flagged the plan at 3529 
Bruckner Blvd. in 2012, forc-
ing the developer to meet the 
newer zoning regulations. 
He had Tinaj cut the number 
of units from 16 to 14 and had 
seven on-site parking spaces 
added.

Patty Justiniano wel-
comed the zoning amend-
ment push by Vacca so that 
no other homeowners ever 

have to go through what she 
and her husband are going 
through.

Meanwhile, they are 
pursuing other possible op-
tions.  

Ideally, she said, she 
would like to see the devel-
oper move the building over 
a foot so that she can get sun-
light in her windows and be 
able to maintain one side of 
her home. 

“It is just dishearten-
ing...and I am not going to let 
it rest,” she said. “We bought 
a single detached home in 
the neighborhood to live in 
single detached home.”

She was glad for me-
dia coverage, starting with 
the Bronx Times Reporter, 
which broke the story Jan. 
10. It was quickly picked up 
regionally in print, televi-
sion and radio, and nation-
ally on-line.

“Obviously I am not 
just the only person who 
thinks it is an issue, that’s 
for sure,” said Justiniano. 
“It is a great thing, but it is a 
matter of what is going to be 
able to be done about this.” 

A long-time 
homeowner now 
has her windows 

facing a brick 
wall, where she 
previously had 

open space.
Jimmy Vacca

Councilman

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
The Bronx was in the 

D.C. house for the Presiden-
tial inauguration.

And the rest of it was 
glued the TV.

Thanks to Congress-
man Jose Serrano, seven 
high school students from 
Hunts Point Alliance for 
Children got to be in the 
thick of the national event 
on Monday, Jan. 21.

Serrano provided tick-
ets to the Hunts Point Al-
liance for Children, which 
works with families to sup-
port the educational prog-
ress of the children of Hunts 
Point.

The tickets put the stu-
dents up close and personal 
views to where President 
Obama was sworn in on the 
steps of the Capital build-
ing.

They were chosen be-
cause of their interest in 
civic engagement, participa-
tion in community service 

in Hunts Point, and their 
grade point averages. 

Chelsea Alonzo, a 
freshman at St. Jean Bap-
tiste High School, called it 
an unforgetable experience. 

“Being able to witness 
this remarkable event is  
just fantastic, because just 
sitting at home watching it, 
can be emotional, but  imag-
ine standing  there listening 
to him as he spoke, being 
able hear President Obama’s 
plans for our country,” said 
Alonzo, who added it “filled 
me with gratitude for being 
present.” 

Her favorite part of the 
trip, she said, was listening 
to the President “and hav-
ing the faith that President 
Obama will fulfill all of the 
plans he has, so that our 
country can be successful 
in future.

“For these four years 
I hope that Obama receives 
support from all the people 
so that the Dream Act can 

come true, so that many 
teenagers like me with or 
without papers can achieve 
their dreams in going to 
college and getting a profes-
sion.”

Maryann Hedaa, found-
er and managing director of 
HPAC, said the staff decided 
the trip would be more ben-
eficial for their high school 
scholar program students 
rather than their middle 
school students “because 
a lot of our scholars are 
taking American history 
courses right now.” 

The $4,200 to finance 
the trip was raised by HPAC 
through individual donors.

“We pretty much 
knocked on doors and asked 
people to donate money,” 
Hedaa said. “It was a phe-
nomenal experience for the 
kids. One of the students 
that went actually said to 
me ‘this was one of the best 
days of my life.’ They loved 
the inaugural poet. The 

poem was so touching to 
them. They were utterly de-
lightful to travel with, I can 
not tell you how much I love 
our students. It was like liv-
ing American history.”

Hedaa said she is 
thankful to Serrano for giv-
ing the HPAC a chance to 
be part of such historical 
event.

Serrano responded 
that he was pleased that the 
young people “could come 
experience history.” 

“The kids were select-
ed because they expressed 
interest in politics and gov-
ernment.,” he said. “I think 
nothing is better to feed 
their interest than to see 
the biggest event of the po-
litical calendar in person. I 
hope the children from the 
Bronx go on to a lifetime of 
service, because there is no 
higher calling.”

While HPAC and Con-
gressman Serrano brought 
the Bronx to D.C., Assem-

blyman Michael Benedetto 
and Congressman Elliot 
Engel brought D.C. to the 
Bronx. 

In conjunction with the 
Riverbay Corporation at Co-
op City, they co-hosted an 

inauguration party at the 
Dreiser Loop Auditorium.

Co-op City residents 
were treated to coffee and 
donuts while they watched 
the swearing in of President 
Obama for his second term. 

Students get up close to President Obama

Adrian Alonzo, 16; Dennis Muentes, 16; Limarie Gonzalez, 14; Yanilssa 
Taveras, 15; Chelsea Alonzo, 14; Anthony Muentes, 14; and Sara Ben-
itez, 15 (front) cheer with excitement as President Barak Obama is 
sworn in as president for his second term in front of the Capitol 
Building in Washington, D.C. during the Presidential inauguration 
on Monday, Jan. 21. Photo courtesy of the Hunts Point Alliance for Children

Bronx in DC House at Inauguration

REGISTER NOW!
FREE OR LOW COST SCHOOL READINESS / EARLY EDUCATION

OPEN FROM 8AM TO 6PM MONDAY-FRIDAY
About the curriculum: Creative Curriculum, along with our excellent and qualifi ed teachers, gives children the 

cognitive, social and emotional skills they will need for the next big step: Kindergarten. The curriculum is aligned 
with New York State Pre-Kindergarten Learning Standards.

Mt. Eden Day Care is NOW accepting registration for children ages 3 & 4.
If your child qualifi es next year, get on the waiting list now!!

718-684-4790  Fax: 718-583-9664
Contact: Ms. Stephanie Campbell, Director

Nearest Transit Station:

OTHER LOCATIONS NEAR YOU:

REGISTRA AHORA!

Sobre el plan de estudios: Currículo Creativo, junto con nuestros maestros excelentes y califi cados, da a los niños 
las habilidades cognitivas, sociales y emocionales que van a necesitar para el siguiente gran paso: . 

El plan de estudios se ajusta a Nueva York Estándares de Aprendizaje del Estado de Pre-Kindergarten

Mt. Eden Day Care está aceptando niños de 3 y 4 años para la inscripcion.
Si su hijo califi ca el año que viene, entrar en la lista de espera ahora!

718-684-4790  Fax: 718-583-9664
Contacto: Ms. Stephanie Campbell, Directora

Mejor ruta de station:

OTROS CENTROS CERCA DE TI:

Mid-Bronx CCRP 
Early Childhood Center, Inc.
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Coats for kids and adults were available for needy families at the C-Town supermarket in Belmont.  On 
a blustery Jan. 12, families stopped by 668 Crescent Ave. for the 5th annual coat drive courtesy of 
store owner Jose Perez and Health Plus.  

(l-r) Get ‘em while they’re hot!  Store owner Jose Perez, C-Town employee Rafael Rivera stand with 
volunteers Frances De Fazio and Peter Rivera to collect coats for the needy.    Photo by Silvio Pacifico 

Once upon a weekend deary, were several guests, fun and cheery.  They stopped by Edgar Allan Poe’s 
former home at Poe Park in Kingsbridge/Fordham for his 165th birthday.  Sponsored by the city Parks 
Dept., several artists stopped by the Poe Visitors Center for a presentation of selected works from 
Poe’s long list of great classics.  Poe produced several works in the Bronx from 1846 to his death in 
1849.  

Before several Poe fans, Constance Cooper reads the revenge tale “The Cask Of Amontillado.” 
Photo Edwin Soto 

Reviving Poe’s spirit is (l-r) Constance Cooper, Gary 
Johnston, Lucy Aponte, and Robert Rossi.

Robert Rossi sings a rendition of Poe’s eerie 
love poem dubbed “Annabel Lee.”

It’s art you can eat! Liz Shim, owner and head 
baker of Eat Cake Be Merry, gave Bronx kids a 
chance to make an edible work of art during 
the New York Botanical Gardens Gingerbread 
House workshop on Saturday, Jan. 12. 
Shim led kids through several creative 
techniques for creating tasty gingerbread 
house while also helping them explore the 
spices used to make gingerbread.

(Right) Eight- year-old Matthew Haas adds 
a roof to his creation.

(Left) Liz Shim helps  eight-year-old Paige 
Braithwaite assemble her gingerbread 
house.

Photo by Alex Belisle

C-Town Supermarket Coat Drive

165th birthday of Edgar Alan Poe

New York Botanical Garden holds Gingerbread House Workshop
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Sepulveda Sworn InSepulveda Sworn In
(Above) Honorable Judge Lucindo Suarez swears in Sepulveda

Wife Elizabeth holds the bible as Luis Sepulveda is sworn in.  In the back, 
Sepulveda’s dad Caleb, “Aunt Millie” and oldest son Julian Sepulveda.

Photo by Josiane Bauke

(Right) Elizabeth 
and Luis Sepulveda 

share inaugural 
moment with son 

Luis.  

(Left) Sepulveda’s political pals Senator Jeff Klein, Bronx 
Democratic Party Boss Carl Heastie, Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. and Congressman Jose Serrano. 
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

The race for the 15th Coun-
cil District in the central Bronx is 
starting to look like the starting 
gate at Aqueduct.

At least seven candidates 
have declared or are ready to 
run for the seat being vacated by 
term-limited Joel Rivera of the 
mighty clan Rivera.

The district covers chunks 
of Bathgate, Belmont, Crotona, 
Fordham, East Tremont, Van Nest 
and West Farms.

With so many challengers in 
it to win it, a key question is who’ll 
get Dem Party backing in the 
all-important primary. Or will the 
party let this one turn into a real 
free-for-all? 

Our hunch is it’ll step in, pav-
ing the way for its anointed one.

On the list: Joel’s chief of 
staff Alberto Alvarez; west Bronx 
female district leader Yudelka 
Tapia (if she can find the receipts 
to show the city Campaign Fi-
nance Board where their money 
went in her last race; Kenny Ago-
sto, district leader in Van Nest/

Morris Park’s 80th A.D.; William 
Rivera, who may have some 
‘splainin’ to do over finances and 
a local volunteer fire company; 
immigrant rights attorney Raquel 
Batista, and Dem Party Exec Di-
rector Ischia Bravo. 

The candidate being touted 
as the thoroughbred in this race 
- if and when he declares - is Ra-
dame Perez. He’s a savvy guy, but 
he could have some issues involv-
ing minimum wage and non-union 
workers from his job with develop-
er dad Jose, a biggie in the Bronx 
business community AND Dem 
Party. With those connections, he 
can certainly raise the bucks - and 
his profile.

And not to leave out a real 
dark horse, Assemblyman Jose 
Rivera, whose district covers a 
big chunk of the council territory. 
As we’ve written before, returning 
to the City Council would give the 
76-year-old Jose a bigger sal-
ary – and  pension - and cut his 
commute. We’re told Jose’s just 
waiting to see how much of the 

city Districting Commission’s new 
council lines wind up within his as-
sembly district.

And no, daughter Naomi 
(Snooki) Rivera, who lost her 
Morris Park assembly seat to 
Mark Gjonaj, can’t legally run for 
his assembly seat should Papi 
Jose switch. She’d need to move 
into his district at least a year be-
fore running.

Joel, however, could, since 
the state redistricting commission 
stretched Papi’s lines exactly one 
block around Joel’s apartment 
building.

But we’d say Joel would be 
happier focusing full-time on his 
new real estate career.

SURPRISE!
NOT!
 That would be Riverdale’s 

Ben Franklin Reform Dem Club, 
whose members endorsed Bor-
ough President Ruben Diaz Jr. for 
reelection and attorney Andrew 
Cohen to fill the City Council seat 
being vacated by term-limited Ol-
lie Koppell.

Cohen has been pretty much 
joined at the hip by Assemblyman 
and club macher Jeff Dinowitz, 
so not much of the surprise there. 
Also showing up to seek seat 
endorsement:  announced candi-
dates Cliff Stanton and Shelley 
Keeling.

Ruben got 98 votes for, and 
four against (GASP!). 

STATE OF THE BORO
And speaking of the BP, 

invites went out last week for Ru-
ben’s fourth annual State of the 
Borough speech. This year’s will 
be Feb. 19 at James Monroe High 
School over on Boynton Ave.

And maybe – just maybe – 
the city will have finally decided 
on a developer for the Kingsbridge 
Armory – if anyone – by then. 

WABBIT WAIT
Convicted of looting their 

Soundview Healthcare center, 
ex-state Senator Pedro (The 
Wascally Wabbit) Espada Jr. 
and his son Pedro G., now have 
a new federal sentencing date: 
April 12.

JUDGEMENT DAY
From a judge friend:
“Each day I must listen to 

each side with an open mind, with-
out bias; I must respectfully allow 
each side to speak, and listen to 
their carefully crafted legal argu-
ments, including the precedent of-
ten cited. I hear calls for fairness, 
and also demands for sanctions. 
Then, I drop the kids off at school 
and go to work.” 

OUTTA THE GATE
William Russell Moore off 

and running to challenge Council-
woman Annabel Palma for her 
Soundview seat, with a Jan. 19 
fundraiser at the Bronx Grill on E. 
Tremont.

To boost turnout for the $50-
a-head affair, it was labeled the 
1st annual Moore Power Award 
Gala, with “trailblazer awards for 
outstanding community service 
and lifelong achievement.”  

COP CORNER
•Schiffman Shuffle. One 

of our favorite jokesters, retired 
NYPD First Grade Det. Stanley 

Schiffman, recently honored by 
the Detective Investigators’ Asso-
ciation for 50-plus years of service 
with the NYPD and lately as a se-
nior investigator in the Bronx Dis-
trict Attorney’s debriefing/video 
statement room.

We nicknamed Stanley “the 
NYPD’s standup interrogator” 
years back for his deceptively 
deadpan, monotone non-stop 
stream of jokes and card tricks 
with suspects in The Box that has 
them begging for mercy. 

Stanley is still magically 
producing confessions - and tips 
leading to local and federal ar-
rests and convictions, according 
to his award, with what he calls his 
Schiffman Shuffle.

•Takedown. Say buh-bye 
to Baldie, Smooth, Poo Black, 
Butter, Scooter, Shep and seven 
other members of The Organiza-
tion crack and heroin gang from 
around Longwood’s John Adams 
Houses, taken down last week by 
cops and feds and facing dime-to-
life federal time.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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LJI JEWELERS SAYS
WAIT!

DON’T SELL YOUR GOLD
DON’T GET SCREWED
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AT LJI

WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH
AT LJI

WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH
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TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer
     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds
2) Then Come To LJI and Compare
     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot High-

What ever happened to the days when people prided themselves on hon-
esty and when their word was their bond? What ever happened to the days 
when people tried to help others instead of taking advantage of each other?

Today, we live in a very different world, but, thank God there are still places 
where you can go and still feel confident that you will always be treated fairly 
and more importantly, with honesty. One of these places is LJI Jewelers...they 
have been serving the Pelham Bay area for nearly 20 years. Aside from selling 
gold and diamond jewelry they do gold buying and pawning.

I’m sure you have heard of all the horror stories told by people who either 
sold their gold to gold buying stores or went to events in those convention 
centers and hotel conference rooms or who even sent their gold through the 
mail only to find out later that they got paid only a fraction of the money that 
their gold and diamonds were really worth. You hear this all the time, on the 
news or on the internet warning you not to go here or send your gold there.

When customers go to LJI to sell their gold or diamonds, they are pleasantly 
surprised, and in many cases stunned when they hear what they are offered. 
Some have even, believe it or not, been on the verge of tears. The customers 
always come back and send all their friends because they know they are being 
treated fairly, honestly and know they are getting the highest prices.

LJI always wants its customers to feel comfortable in knowing that the pric-
es they are getting for their old gold is the highest price! LJI has put signs 
up in their stores encouraging people to shop around to see what offers they 
get for their old gold. Then, they want them to come back to LJI without say-
ing what the other offers were, and then see how much more money LJI pays 
them.

AN HONEST JEWELER IN THE BRONX

WHAT COULD BE MORE STRAIGHTFORWARD THAN THAT?
So if you need to sell or pawn your old gold or diamond jewelery...Go to LJI. 

You will come out with a big smile on your face. REMEMBER OUR SLOGAN...

AT LJI WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH!
LJI Jewelers is located at 3021 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

(Right off Crosby Avenue and nest to Catania’s Shoe Store)
Their phone number is 718-931-1932

The Longwood Arts 
Project, the visual arts pro-
gram of the Bronx Council 
on the Arts, will host “In the 
Realm of Dreams & Fears” 
with Antonio Vicenty, from 
Feb. 6 through May 1 at the 
Longwood Art Gallery at 
Hostos  Community College.

The public will have 
an opportunity to attend an 
opening reception and meet 
the curator and artists on 
Wednesday, Feb. 6, from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m., in conjunction 
with the evening’s Bronx 
Culture Trolley.

Curated by Longwood 
Arts Project, this is Vicenty’s 
first solo exhibition of his re-
cent experimental film and 
photography. 

Inspired by his early 
childhood in Puerto Rico, Vi-
centy recalls visiting funeral 

Longwood Arts Project’s  In 
the Realm of Dreams & Fears

homes and walking through 
cemeteries with his family to 
bury their loved ones. 

He uses the props, imag-
es, visual effects and photog-
raphy from his infatuation 
with horror films resulting 
in experimental photogra-
phy and films that are eerie, 
mysterious and scary, with 
elements of horror, fantasy, 
everyday fears and the in-
evitable fact of death through 
artificial, surreal and dream-
like means.

Vicenty is a Bronx film-
maker and photographer 
whose major influences were 
Italian and US horror films 
from the 1970s and 1980s. 

Films by such genre 
notables as Dario Argento, 
Mario Bava, Wes Craven, Da-
vid Cronenberg, Lucio Fulci, 
David Lynch, and George A. 

Romero inspired Vicenty’s 
work that use images of 
graveyards, children in Hal-
loween masks, and old dolls 
to explore personal narra-
tives, sexuality, and gender 
identity. 

He was the 2006 recipi-
ent of BCA’s prestigious BRIO 
Award for artistic excellence. 
His documentary and narra-
tive films have been included 
in festivals and exhibitions 
throughout the United States 
and London. Vicenty cur-
rently lives and works in the 
Bronx.

Longwood Art Gallery is 
located on the campus of Hos-
tos Community College, 450 
Grand Concourse at 149th. 

Admission is free and 
all are welcome.

BCA’s new Community Arts Tuesdays
The Bronx Council on 

the Arts  is launching their 
new networking event Com-
munity Arts Tuesdays.

On January 29, from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m., BCA will host 
the event at  2700 E. Trem-
ont Avenue to bring commu-
nity members together for 
a night of networking and 
refreshments.

“Community Arts 
Tuesdays are a great way 
for the community to get to 
know the range of services 
we have to offer,” says BCA 

Executive Director Deirdre 
Scott, “and we are eager to 
be able to show our space 
and highlight the talents of 
Bronx artists. We value the 
support of local businesses 
by hosting these Tuesday 
evenings. We will continue 
to build strong cultural 
connections with our neigh-
bors here in the Square 
and across the borough at 
large.”

The new gathering is a 
networking opportunity to 
gather with our Westchester 

Square neighbors and 
friends, introduce the 
BCA staff and rub elbows 
with members of the newly 
formed Westchester Square 
BID. The evening will fea-
ture Jazz and Latin music 
by John Benitez, recipient 
of the 2012 BRIO Award for 
artistic excellence. Refresh-
ments provided by Key Food 
at Westchester Square. 

Admission to this event 
is free and open to the pub-
lic.

Stephen R. Brown, President 
& CEO of Hudson Valley Bank, has 
announced that Michael S. LaSalle 
has joined Hudson Valley Bank as 
Vice President and Branch Manager 
of the bank’s Tremont Branch.

Mr. LaSalle will be responsible 
for the overall management and op-
erations of the branch located at 3130 
East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY.

An experienced banker with 
more than 31 years in the financial 
services industry, Mr. LaSalle start-
ed his banking career with Banco 
Central Hispano, USA, and most re-
cently worked at Capital One Bank, 
where he was the Vice President and 
Branch Manager for the White Plains 
Road Branch in the Bronx.

A native of the Bronx, Mr. La-
Salle is active in many community 
organizations, including the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce, the Hispan-
ic Chamber of Commerce and the 

White Plains Merchant Association.
Hudson Valley Bank also has 

branches at 975 Allerton Avenue, 
1250 Waters Place, and 369 East 
149th Street in the Bronx.

* * * 
Prof. Penny Prince of the Le-

hman College Music Department 
is looking for singers, actors, set 
designers and a crew for her upcom-
ing musical production of Rumpel-
stiltskin ’13. Auditions will be held on 
Wednesday, January 30, from 6:30-
9:30 p.m. and Thursday, January 31, 
from 5-9 p.m. To make an appoint-
ment, call 718-960-7796.

Rumpelstiltskin is a story 
about bullying and friendship, and 
will feature songs, dancing and origi-
nal dialogue collaboratively written 
by the cast.

Prof. Prince is a prolific com-
poser of musical theatre pieces, 
and has won 10 consecutive AS-

CAP merit awards for her educa-
tional and children’s music. She 
has collaborated on original plays 
with established playwrights, cast 
members, and students of all ages, 
including works for the Manhattan 
School of Music Summer Program, 
the Renaissance After School Pro-
gram of P.S.9M, the Multiple Intel-
ligences School at P.S.37x, the 
Hebrew Institute of Riverdale, and 
various community centers.

At Lehman, Prof. Prince has 
staged musical productions of  Ra-
punzel, Cinderella, Rumpelstiltskin, 
When I Get To Where I’m Going, and 
Sleeping Beauty.

A senior college of the City 
University of New York, Lehman is 
located at Goulden Avenue and Bed-
ford Park Boulevard in the northwest 
Bronx and is accessible by bus as 
well as the #4 and “D” subway lines. 
Parking is available for a $5 fee.

Seeking crew for upcoming musical
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