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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520 o Advertise Here

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here

Pages 28-30

Free inside today 

28 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons

The  Bronx’s 
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Sports
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HOUSING
SANDY

VICTIMS

Continued on page 34

Continued on page 34

Pelham Bay home for assisted living

New WSMC
could mean
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BRONX CHAMBER GRANTS WISHES
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Westchester Square Medical 

Center could take on a whole new 
look once Montefiore Medical 
Center completes takeover ar-
rangements. 

The biggest impact would 
include converting from an in-
patient to out-patient facility. 

That could mean the heav-
ily used emergency department 
would continue, but at least 

You can’t take that glowing smile off little Christy Chitty, one of a hundred 
guests at the Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s holiday party for homeless 
families.  HELP USA brought families to the Hutchinson Metro Center 
Friday, December 21 for an evening of holiday food and a presents from 
the Bronx Chamber.  Christy stands happily with the New York Yankees 
mascot (c) along with the Bronx Chamber’s Michelle Dolgow and president 
Lenny Caro. 

BY DAVID CRUZ
Five dozen once mentally 

troubled Brooklyn residents 
forced out by Hurricane Sandy 
are now calling the Bronx home 
for the next six months. 

East Bronx community lead-
ers and elected officials quietly 
met Dec. 28 with Services for the 
UnderServed, lead organizers for 
a supportive housing facility in 
Far Rockaway, Queens ravaged 
by the storm.

They discussed the tempo-
rary move last month of 65 ten-
ants, once afflicted with mental 
illness, into the long vacant Pel-
ham Grand luxury apartment 
building on Pelham Parkway 
South.  

The 35-year old non-profit 

group inked a six-month lease 
with building managers Portman 
Inc. Realty, with a three-month 
emergency extension should any 
snags derail repair work for the 
Queens building.

 The group now has facilities 
in 14 Bronx neighborhoods, serv-
ing 1,000 people ranging from mil-
itary vets, poor, developmentally 
disabled or mentally ill people in 
the borough.  

Following the catastrophic 
storm, displaced Queens tenants 
were scattered about, taking shel-
ter in hotels, community centers 
and other vacant apartments, 
some taking whatever they could, 
wherever they could.  

“Because of Sandy we had no 

Pages 31-33
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-

BY DAVID CRUZ 
AND PATRICK ROCCHIO

Two city hospitals in 
the Bronx along with sev-
eral police precincts are 
costing the city an arm an 
a leg. 

In a report by city 
Comptroller John Liu’s 
office, the Bronx ranked 
number one in police ac-
tion claims in Fiscal Year 
2011, ending June 30, with 
a total of 1,632 of the total 
8,882 cases it settled. 

Two Bronx municipal 
hospitals - Lincoln and Ja-
cobi - ranked second and 
third behind Brooklyn’s 
Kings County for the high-
est number of complaints, 
with Lincoln paying out 
the largest amount of any 
city hospital - $24.9 mil-
lion.

NYPD Green
As for the NYPD, at 

the end of FY2011, total 
settlement payouts jumped 
significantly to $185.6 mil-
lion from $137.3 million in 
FY2010, the highest settle-

Costly claims at boro hospitals, precincts
ment payout of any City 
agency.  

Most of the settle-
ments involved alleged 
police brutality, some civil 
rights violations, and prop-
erty damage.  

The 44th Precinct 
covering Mt. Eden, High-
bridge, West Concourse, 
East Concourse, and Con-
course Village, ranked 
first in the city for settle-
ments, with 330 cases.

While the nature of 
the complaints is unclear, 
the precinct recorded the 
highest number of stop-
and-frisk cases involving 
force in the city that fiscal 
year. 

In descending order of 
complaints, the 46th, 41st, 
40th, and 42nd Precincts 
along the western side of 
the Bronx had the most 
payouts in the Bronx.  

Liu called the surge 
in police-misconduct al-
legations and civil-rights 
claims “an alarm bell for 
the City.”

Monroe College crimi-
nal justice professor Jason 
Gerald suggests one factor 
behind the bump in the 
top five precincts is the 
placement of rookie cops 
in high-crime areas, or 
Impact Zones as they are 
called.  

Rookie cops
“They have less ex-

perience and less life ex-
perience,” said Gerald, a 
retired NYPD sergeant 
who worked in Internal 
Affairs.  

The report recom-
mends settling lawsuits as 
early as possible.  But Liu 
spokesman Stephanie Hoo 
called the suggestion a bal-
ance.  

“You don’t want to 
settle too early because 
that would open them up to 
more cases,” said Hoo.  

It also proposed creat-
ing a task force to curb the 
number of city lawsuits, 
including tracking the of-
ficers named in claim suits 
and the nature of the pay-

outs.
But NYPD spokesman 

Paul Browne said such a 
task force is already in the 
works.

He also called many 
of the claims “a cottage in-
dustry for plaintiff’s law-
yers, particularly in the 
Bronx.”  

Those making claims 
against the police “look 
for quick walk away mon-
ey whether theirs are le-
gitimate or not,” Browne 
charged. 

“Most are legitimate,” 
said professor Gerald, “but 
there’s a definite factor 
where you see repeat law-
suits in the city.”  

Bronx hospitals
Liu’s report found Lin-

coln Medical and Mental 
Health Center paid out the 
highest amount in medical 
malpractice claims of any 
city hospital in FY2011, 
with a total $24.9 million 
paid in 34 cases resolved, 
with average payment of 
$732,000 per claimant. 

Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter didn’t fare much bet-
ter, with 31 cases resolved 
for $21.4 million, the third 
highest of any city hospi-
tal after Brooklyn’s Kings 
County Hospital, which 
had the highest total num-
ber of resolved cases in the 
city at 38. Jacobi’s $21.4 
million in payouts aver-
aged $690,000 per claim. 

Both Lincoln and Ja-
cobi’s payouts  increased 
over FY2010, when they 
averaged $507,000 and 
$323,000 respectively. 

However, the comp-
troller’s report also indi-
cated the total number of 
cases resolved may actu-
ally be an older indicator, 
because medical malprac-
tice cases often take “five 
and ten years to resolve be-
cause of their complexity,” 
the report states. 

Declining numbers
The total number of 

new claims filed citywide 
for medical malpractice at 
city-run hospitals declined 

from 657 in FY2010 to 609 
in FY2011, according to the 
report, with both Lincoln 
and Jacobi seeing a reduc-
tion. 

The entire city hospi-
tal system has seen a sig-
nificant reduction in the 
total number of claims paid 
out in the past eight years, 
said Health and Hospitals 
Corp. spokesman Ian Mi-
chaels, “and is now paying 
$59 million less annually 
compared to the high mark 
in 2003.”

He attributed the de-
crease to “an efficient 
claims management pro-
gram, a focus on closing 
out long standing cases, 
early settlements that save 
legal fees associated with 
bringing cases to trial, 
aggressive investigations, 
and court-assisted media-
tion.”

Bronx juries, he added, 
historically tend to grant 
plaintiffs high awards.  
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Your Neighborhood

– Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:

(718) 597-1116
General Fax: 
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

Sports E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3386

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.
Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) is 
published weekly by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc., a subsidiary of   News Community 
Newspaper Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 
2011. Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Subscriptions 
$8.00 per year. Postmaster, Send address 
changes to Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454. ISSN 
#8750-4499.

ENOCH KANG

ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042
01/15/11

The Bronx Times Re-
porter will publish your 
announcements. Send an-
nouncements along with pho-
to to: Bronx Times Reporter, 
900 E. 132nd St., Bronx, NY 
10454, or Bronxtimes@aol.
com. 

Birth 
The Bronx welcomes 

Enoch Kang, born Novem-
ber 28, 2012 at 7 lbs., 13 oz. to 
Eunhye and Saumel Kang.  
Samuel tells Enoch, “You 
have made your mom and 
dad so happy.  We are blessed 

to call you our son. We pray 
you will grow to be strong, 
healthy and always faithful 
to our Lord and savior, Je-
sus Christ. We love you!” 

Birthday 
 Wishing our sweet 

granddaughter, Kaelyn Cas-
sandra, a very, very happy 
5th birthday on January 16.  
We cannot believe how fast 
the time has gone and how big 
and beautiful you are becom-
ing.  Hope you have a great 
day.  Love you,  Oma and Pop.

Jeanne Jugan Home 
for the Aged, located at 2999 
Schurz Avenue, is always in 
need of new items that can 
be sold in their gift shop 
and annual Christmas Sale. 
These items include cos-
tume jewelry, gift sets, elec-
tronic items, toys, specialty 
items, collectibles, tagged 
clothing, and a Grandfather 
clock for the premises.

Contact Joanne at (347) 
329-1800 regarding any oth-
er donations.

Jeanne Jugan 
donations 

needed

 

NOTICE OF DISTRICTING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARINGS 
FROM JANUARY 7, 2013 TO JANUARY 15, 2013 

 
The NYC Districting Commission will hold five public hearings from 
January 7, 2013 to January 15, 2013. These hearings are open to the 
public. Individuals wishing to pre-register for speaking time or to submit 
written testimony in advance may do so by signing up online at 
http://www.nyc.gov/districting. Individuals wishing to speak at any hearing 
will be provided up to three minutes of speaking time. 
 

MANHATTAN  
Monday, January 7th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Hunter College - Auditorium 
(Entrance on E. 69th Street)  

695 Park Avenue  
New York NY 10065 

BRONX  
Wednesday, January 9th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Hostos Community College  
Repertory Theater, Building C  

500 Grand Concourse  
Bronx, NY 10451 

BROOKLYN  
Thursday, January 10th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Saint Francis College  
Founders Hall Auditorium  

180 Remsen Street  
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

QUEENS  
Monday, January 14th   

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

LaGuardia Community College  
Little Theater 

31-10 Thomson Avenue 
Long Island City, NY 11101 

STATEN ISLAND 
Tuesday, January 15th  

6:00PM - 9:00PM 

Staten Island Borough Hall  
10 Richmond Terrace  

Staten Island, NY 10301 
 
Prior to the hearings, you may also submit written testimony to the NYC 
Districting Commission by mail to: NYC Districting Commission, Attn: 
Jonathan Ettricks, 253 Broadway, 7th Fl., NY, NY 10007, or by email to: 
hearings@districting.nyc.gov on or before 5:00 P.M. on the date of the 
hearing. Please indicate in your correspondence the date of the hearing 
for which you are submitting your comments. 
 

NOTE: The hearing locations are accessible to those with physical 
disabilities. Individuals requesting an interpreter for sign language or any 
other language at any hearing should contact the NYC Districting 
Commission at hearings@districting.nyc.gov or by calling 212-442-0256 
five days in advance of the hearing, and reasonable efforts will be made to 
accommodate such requests. 
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Dedicated to providing the finest quality of care and promoting an optimal level of functioning for each resident 
in a homelike environment which encourages individuality and fosters dignity and comfort.

State of the Art Rehabilitation Suite 
with All Modern Equipment

Extensive Short Term Rehab/Long Term 
Skilled Nursing Care

Primary Care Physicians on Site/Wide 
Range of Consulting Physicians

Wound Care/IV Therapy/ Tracheostomy 
Care/Hospice Care

On staff Psychiatrists & Psychologists

Spanish Speaking Unit & Staff

Resident & Family Council

Religious & Spiritual Programs

Regular Trips, Live Entertainment

Computers with Internet Access – 
Wii Sports Program

Complete Hair Salon Services on premises

Family Transportation upon Request

718-379-8100, ext. 473/446
Fax: 718-379-4018

For more information or 
to schedule a tour of our newly 
renovated facility please contact 
our Admissions Department:

3 1 5 5  G r a c e  A v e n u e   B r o n x ,  N Y  1 0 4 6 9

W o r k m e n ’ s  C i r c l e  M u l t i C a r e  C e n t e r
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Parents and students of Blessed Sacrament School in Soundview rallied outside of the Archdiocese of 
New York in Manhattan in December to bring awareness and help raise funds to keep their school open. 

Photo courtesy of Blessed Sacrament School

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Judgement day came 

and went for parents of eight 
Bronx parochial schools on 
the chopping block by the 
Archdiocese of New York, 
but their fate is still hanging 
in the balance.

Wednesday, January 3 
marked the deadline for each 
school to come up with a fi-
nancial plan to raise nearly 
$1 million over the next three 
years, in order to remain in 
operation. 

The parochial schools 
at-risk for closure are: Our 
Lady of Mercy in Fordham, 
Holy Spirit elementary school 
in Morris Heights, Our Lady 
of Angels school in Kings-
bridge, St. Jerome school in 
Mott Haven, St. Anthony’s 
School in Wakefield, St. 
Mary’s Elementary School 
in Williamsbridge, St. Mary 
Star of the Sea school on City 
Island and Blessed Sacra-
ment in Soundview, the alma 
mater of U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor.

Parents from the schools 

have been struggling to 
come up with ideas, includ-
ing fundraisers, emergency 
Pay Pal accounts, holding 
rallies,  and even recruiting 
state Senator Gustavo Rivera 
to draw attention to their 
struggle.

Archdiocese officials 
said each school’s survival 
plan is expected to include 
factors they believe were 
overlooked by the local 
boards and committees that 
made the closure recommen-
dations, plus plans for in-
creasing enrollment, and for 
addressing whatever deficit 
might exist.

The schools were noti-
fied of their impending clo-
sures by the diocese in No-
vember. Diocesean officials 
said the next step will be to 
have pastors and principals 
of the at-risk schools meet 
with the local board or com-
mittee.

Many parents feel they 
were given the potential clos-
ing news with little-to-no 
time to come up with a plan 

to raise money.
“There is a misconcep-

tion about schools having to 
‘come up with the money,’” 
archdiocese spokesman Jo-
seph Zwilling said in a state-
ment. “They should indicate 
how they would address the 
deficit (which, until now, had 
been subsidized by the arch-
diocese, often for hundreds 
of thousands of dollars each 
year per school), but we are 
not expecting them to have 
the money on hand by this 
week.”  The process has been 
underway for more than 
three years, Zwilling said. 

 “The schools have all 
been aware of the process 
 — especially given that two 
years ago we also had a large 
number of schools closed, 
and we indicated at that time 
that the process was ongo-
ing,” he stated. “The school 
communities were certainly 
aware of what was happen-
ing, and have definitely had 
the opportunity to address 
whatever problems (usually 
stemming for a lack of enroll-

ment) in order to prepare.”
He said that “For any 

schools that will close in 
June, we will work with the 
parents and students to let 
them know of other Catho-
lic schools available nearby 
which are all eager and excit-
ed to welcome new students. 
There will be a seat for every 
student who wishes one in a 
Catholic school.”

He added that “This 
strategic plan will guaran-
tee a stable, viable, growing 
Catholic education system for 
parents who wish to choose 
that for their children.”

As of January 3, Our 
Lady of Angels had raised 
$210,000, including an anon-
ymous donation, while St. 
Mary Star of the Sea school 
on City Island may also re-

ceive an annoymous donation 
that would bring the amount 
raised to over $100,000.

Blessed Sacrament 
School has received free help 
from a law firm to give them 
501(c)(3) non-profit status to 
help receive donations. 

The schools will be no-
tified later in the month, of 
whether or not they will be 
spared. 

Fate of parochial schools still pending
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LJI JEWELERS SAYS

WAIT!
DON’T SELL YOUR GOLD

DON’T GET SCREWED
AT LJI

WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH
AT LJI

WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

Pocket

M
or

e 
$ 

In
 Y

ou
r P

oc
ke

t M
ore $ In Your Pocket

Pocket

TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer

     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds

2) Then Come To LJI and Compare

     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot Higher!!!
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

LEADERLESS VOTE BOARD
Two years after the departure in 
disgrace of  its last executive di-
rector, the city Board of Elections 
is still without a replacement, who 
given the board’s  inner political 
workings, is supposed to be a 
Democrat from the Bronx.

Bronx Republican Dawn 
Sandow has been holding down 
the fort as deputy director there 
since the Oct., 2010 departure 
under a cloud of Bronxite George 
Gonzalez.

With an annual salary of 
$189,000, “It’s the most coveted 
job in the city,” sayeth a savvy po-
litical observer.

The reportedly top candidate 
in line to step into the job is Bronx 
Democratic board commissioner 
Naomi Barrera, a private attor-
ney.

We were told that once 
Democratic  County Leader Carl 
Heastie delivered the Bronx to 
keep Charlie Rangel in Con-
gress, Manhattan Dem County 
Leader Keith Wright was sup-
posed to keep his end of the 

bargain and pave the way by 
okaying for Barrera. So what 
happened? 

Well, for one thing, Carl 
failed to deliver the Bronx, though 
he came close.

 But state Senator Adriano 
Espaillat edged Charlie out by a 
close 233 votes (out of 5,386 votes 
cast in the borough).

 Less than 9% of registered 
Bronx voters showed up for the 
June 26 primary.

But we hear the real problem 
is a hangup between Manhattan 
Dem Boss Wright and HIS mem-
ber on the ten-member equally 
divided Democrat-Republican 
elections board, Gregory Soumas, 
who according to our Dem sourc-
es is digging his heels in over Bar-
rera’s selection.

And of course, Mayor 
Bloomberg would love to see the 
heavily political board cleaned up, 
especially after its chaotic handling 
of the most recent presidential 
and state-level election. But then 
again, he’ll soon be gone - after 
the next election....

RE-RE-DISTRICTING 
The city’s Districting Com-

mission is back at it again, looking 
at new City Council lines after a 
ticked-off Council Speaker Chris 
Quinn told them those carefully 
designed lines the oh-so non-par-
tisan body drew to pull disgraced 
Brooklyn assemblyman Vito Lo-
pez into a potentially easy-to-win 
Council race had to go.

Besides Vito being disap-
pointed, we’d guess East Harlem 
Councilwoman Melissa Mark-
Viverito is none too happy over 
seeing her district adding a major 
chunk - actually a bigger chunk in 
Mott Haven and south Highbridge. 
Some folks are now even calling it 
a BRONX seat.

Melissa had been hoping 
to see her east Harlem 8th C.D. 
spread over to the upper West 
Side, but the Harlem polit-ocracy 
put the kibosh on that. 

With one last term to run for 
in the primary this year, you can 
bet she’ll be seeing competition 
for her newly redesigned seat from 

some Bronx contenders.
 With the commission back to 

the drawing board, its NEXT round 
of hearings start Monday in Man-
hattan, with the Bronx hearing set 
for 6-9 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9 at 
Hostos Community College on the 
Lower Conc, or if you are one of 
those folks who love to nickname 
nabes, LOCO.

VOTE, AND VOTE OFTEN
Boro Prez Ruben D. has 

started a campaign, as least on 
his Facebook page, to get 100,000 
Bronx Democrats to vote in the 
Aug. 3 mayoral primary so “you’ll 
see how we’ll be taken seriously 
from then on.”

“Unfortunately,” he adds, “we 
usually get about half that number. 
What’s even more baffling is that 
we currently have 500,000 regis-
tered Democrats in our borough! 
Hmmmm.”

HATCHET MAN
The Soundview/Parkchester 

Community Board 9 member mak-
ing that narrowly defeated recent 
motion to oust longtime district 
manager Francisco Gonzalez 

has strong ties to the clan Diaz 
- Senator Ruben Sr. and BP son 
Ruben Jr. , who dumped almost 
half the board to install potential 
Francisco-booters there.

 Their hatchet man - through 
loyalist and new Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda - was William 
(Willie) Rivera, the state com-
mittee member in Sepulveda’s 
newly-designated 87th Assembly 
District.

 Luis is pushing Willie to 
fill term-limited Council Major-
ity Leader Joel Rivera’s central 
Bronx seat in an already crowded 
race in the neighboring 15th C.D.

WISE WORDS 
Advice from a savvy political 

pal to newly elected legislators - 
and incumbents too: “First do no 
harm.”

SEE-BROOK
It’ll be “See ya!” for Larry 

Seabrook Tuesday, Jan. 8, when 
the disgraced former city council-
man faces sentencing for stealing 
$1.5 mil in taxpayer bux to pad the 
payrolls of do-nothing non-profits 
in his northeast Bronx district with 

his mistress, family and pals. We 
hear Larry will be away for ten 
years. And our other favorite all-
time political character, ex-state 
Senator Pedro (The Wascally 
Wabbit) Espada, is due for sen-
tencing Feb. 22. Unless he’s got 
a Cigarette boat tied up in Ma-
maroneck for a quick getaway to 
Cuba, we expect he’ll pull four to 
five years, thanks to “all the good 
works he’s done” with his Sound-
view health clinic chain.

BAD NEWS GUY
Bronx political activist Ari 

Hoffnung has moved from being 
City Comptroller John Liu’s dep-
uty comptroller of public affairs to 
overseeing a flock of fiscal reports 
on the city’s economy and budget-
ary outlook. Sounds like writing 
obits....

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Jan. 2 - Brooklyn City Council 

candidate Tommy (Tommy Tune) 
Torres, who made Bronx news as 
former Assemblywoman Naomi 
Rivera’s boytoy/staffer while hold-
ing down a Brooklyn teaching job.
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40th PCT.
SAT, DEC. 8th, 2:15 a.m. 

– 555 Cauldwell Ave. Authorities 
ended up arresting both parties 
who were involved in a domestic 
dispute that ended with one of the 
culprits being taken to Lincoln Medi-
cal Center. A 30 year old black male 
was transported to the hospital after 
being shot in the left leg. Authorities 
were informed that the suspect, a 
city government worker, also provid-
ed information that lead to the arrest 
of her boyfriend. 

SUN, DEC. 9th, 2:10 a.m. 
– Brook Ave. and East 139 St. A 17 
year old male was taken into custody 
by local police. The teen was found 
to be in possession of a 22-caliber 
gun. The weapon was taken away 
from the black male and vouched as 
evidence. 

THURS, DEC. 13th, 1:40 
p.m. – East 138 St. and St. Ann’s 
Ave. Traffic was a mess as authori-
ties handled a fatal accident involv-
ing a tractor trailer at the busy South 
Bronx intersection. A 69 year old 
Hispanic male was crushed by the 
large vehicle. Police officers from 
Highway 1’s Accident Investigation 
Squad were called to the scene to 
assist with the inquiry that will be 
handled by local detectives. The ini-
tial inquiry indicated that there was 
apparently no criminality connected 
to the accident.

THURS, DEC. 13th, 5:25 
p.m. – 512 East 145 St. The emer-
gency room staff at Lincoln Medical 
Center treated a 22 year old black 
male. The young man was trans-
ported to the hospital suffering 
from a bullet wound to the left foot. 
Authorities had additional police of-
ficers deployed into the area.  Local 
detectives are going to handle the 
inquiry.

41st PCT.
SAT, DEC. 8th, 8:25 a.m. – 

854 Fox St. Authorities are looking 
into an incident that sent a woman 
to Lincoln Medical Center after be-
ing shot. Officials reported that the 
48 year old Hispanic woman was 
suffering from a wound to the right 
leg from what appears to be from a 
pellet gun. Local detectives are look-
ing into the incident. 

SUN, DEC. 9th, 6:20 p.m. 
– 632 Manida St. Authorities re-
sponded to a call on the Hunts 
Point peninsula. A person apparently 
jumped from a second floor window 
receiving a massive head injury. The 
person was transported to Lincoln 
Medical Center in critical condition. 

MON, DEC. 10th, 12:10 
p.m. – 1010 Stebbins Ave. Police 
are looking into a shooting that oc-
curred in front of a school. The male 
victim was transported to a local 
hospital as authorities see if there is 
any connection to the school, Bronx 
Regional High School.

42nd PCT.
FRI, DEC. 14th, 11:25 p.m. 

– 3674 Third Ave. An undercover 
police officer arrested a 31 year old 
black male. The male culprit failed to 
obtain the proper license to own a 
gun in NYC. The weapon, a 9-mm 
pistol was taken away from the man 

and vouched as evidence. 

43rd PCT.
MON, DEC. 10th, 7:30 a.m. 

– 885 Bolton Ave. First responder 
checked IS # 131 after fumes was 
reported in the educational facil-
ity. Students and school staff were 
evacuated from the multi-level 
school that also houses the Sound 
View Academy. Using specialized 
meters firefighters were obtaining 
high readings as the checked the 
building. The staff and students were 
quickly redeployed to area schools 
as the searches for the source of the 
poisonous gas continued. Con Edi-
son crews also responded to assist. 
Finally a leak was found in an eight 
inch gas supply line. Repairs were 
made and the students returned the 
following day. 

MON, DEC. 10th, 9:45 a.m. 
– 456 White Plains Rd. Police were 
needed at a public school. Apparent-
ly a male made a call to the school 
threatening to harm his girlfriend at 
the facility. The staff member was 
nabbed by police without any further 
incident. 

MON, DEC. 10th, 10:30 
p.m. – 747 Taylor Ave. A 22 year old 
black male was taken into custody 
after being found with a gun. The 
culprit had a 9-mm semi-automatic 
pistol when arrested. The gun was 
vouched as evidence. 

WED, DEC. 12th, 9:15 a.m. 
– White Plains Rd. and Guerlain St. 
An investigation was launched after 
a two year old black girl was found 
on the street near Parkchester. Po-
lice officers working for the housing 
development found the child walk-
ing on the busy street without any 
shoes on. Officers from the 43rd 
Pct. transported the child along with 
her mother to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter. Detectives are looking into the 
incident. 

45th PCT.
SAT, DEC. 8th, 6:15 a.m. – 

Country Club section. An off duty 
police officer assisted in the arrest 
of a burglary suspect in the East 
Bronx. On duty police officers re-
sponded taking control of the culprit 
who was charged with burglary. 

46th PCT.
MON, DEC. 10th, 11:20 

a.m. – 1475 Popham Ave. Authori-
ties are looking into a reported home 
invasion. Two Hispanic males gained 
entry into the West Bronx home. 
The pair fled with seventeen thou-
sand dollars in cash. An inquiry is 
underway.

WED, DEC. 12th, 10:55 
p.m. – 1775 Davidson Ave. Police 
officers from the Emergency Ser-
vice Squad were needed at a West 
Bronx apartment house. A 23 year 

old black male was threatening to 
jump from a fire escape in the build-
ing’s rear. The highly trained police 
officers from the Emergency Ser-
vice Squad were able to subdue the 
young man and then transported 
him to St. Barnabas Hospital. 

47th PCT.
SAT, DEC. 8th, 5:50 a.m. 

– Wilson Ave. and Boston Rd. A 
teenager was transported to Jacobi 
Medical Center after being repeat-
edly stabbed. The 19 year old black 
male was suffering from five sepa-
rate wounds authorities indicated. 
The culprit fled before help could 
arrive at the crime scene.

SAT, DEC. 8th, 2:25 p.m. – 
3560 White Plains Rd. Officials indi-
cated that a crime victim had been 
pistol whipped during an armed 
robbery. Two black males attacked 
the victim causing injury. The un-
known culprits fled with an unknown 
amount of cash besides the victim’s 
wallet. 

MON, DEC. 10th, 12:35 
p.m. – Givan Ave and Fish Ave. An 
investigation was started as detec-
tives learned that a male had been 
shot. The bullet apparently pene-
trated the victim’s neck. The injured 
victim was transported to Jacobi 
Medical Center but was unable to 
provide much information about the 
masked culprits.

MON, DEC. 10th, 5:10 a.m. 
– 3501 Boston Rd. A gunpoint rob-
bery has come to the attention of in-
vestigators. At gunpoint an unknown 
black male robbed the commer-
cial establishment of an unknown 
amount of money. No injuries were 
reported.   

TUES, DEC. 11th, 7:15 
p.m. – 4621 Monticello Ave. Po-
lice investigators are looking into an 
incident that left a male dead near 
Cranford Ave. The male victim had 
been stabbed three times in the 
chest area. He died at the scene of-
ficials indicated.

THURS, DEC. 13th, 8:20 
p.m. – 1138 East 226 St. Police of-
ficers were faced with a barricade 
situation. An emotional disturbed 
person kept police officers at bay. 
Officers from the Emergency Ser-
vice Squad were called to the scene 
and were able to gain custody of the 
person. Officials transported the 
person to Jacobi Medical Center. 

48th PCT.
SAT, DEC. 8th, 4:00 p.m. – 

Prospect Ave. Armed with a warrant, 
police arrested an off duty city work-
er and her boyfriend, both 31 years 
old. Officers recovered a quantity of 
marijuana that was in plain view. Af-
ter obtaining the warrant a search of 
the home provided authorities with 
two loaded guns besides additional 
marijuana. Arrested were Jannine 

Blake, a city traffic agent, and Karim 
Watkins. The woman was suspend-
ed from her job.  

MON, DEC. 10th, 7:00 a.m. 
– Police learned that two young 
Hispanic girls had been raped. In-
vestigators looking into the inquiry 
arrested two culprits. The victims, 
ages 8 and 9, were taken to Mon-
tefiore Hospital and provided with 
specialized care. 

TUES, DEC. 11th, 12:50 
a.m. – Cross Bronx Expwy. and 
Third Ave. Police investigators are 
looking into an accident. A livery cab 
struck the rear of a department of 
transportation safety truck. A pas-
senger in the cab riding in the cab 
was ejected through the windshield. 
Firefighters extricated two occu-
pants. 

WED, DEC. 12th, 2:00 a.m. 
– 739 East 182 St. Another gun was 
taken off of Bronx streets. This time 
the arrest and recovery were made 
in the Belmont section. A black male 
was arrested after he was unable to 
produce the proper license to pos-
sess a pistol in NYC. Vouched as evi-
dence was a 380-caliber pistol. 

WED, DEC. 12th, 2:00 a.m. 
– 751 East 182 St. Undercover po-
lice officers arrested a black male 
whom they found was in possession 
of an unregistered hand gun. The 
male culprit failed to obtain a permit 
to possess a semi-automatic pistol 
in the city. The 45-caliber hand gun 
was vouched as evidence. 

WED, DEC. 12th, 4:50 p.m. 
– 1974 Hughes Ave. A female po-
lice officer was transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital. During a vehicle 
inspection, the vehicle ran over a po-
lice officer’s foot. The injured officer 
was treated and released from the 
medical facility. 

49th PCT.
SAT, DEC. 8th, 7:30 p.m. 

– 2155 Paulding Ave.  Authorities 
are looking into an incident that 
was considered to be bias. Several 
swastikas were discovered inside 
the apartment house in the Pelham 
Parkway section. One was located 
on an elevator button for the sixth 
floor of the building while another 
was found in the hallway between 
the third and fourth floors. An inquiry 
is underway.  

50th PCT.
SAT, DEC. 8th, 10:05 p.m. 

- 49 West 225 St. Police officers 
patrolling the Marble Hill section of 
the borough removed another semi-
automatic pistol off the streets. 
This time a 380-caliber pistol was 
taken away from a black male, and 
vouched as evidence.

SUN, DEC. 9th, 6:20 a.m. 
– 3880 Orloff Ave. Authorities are 
looking into a home invasion. Appar-
ently five Hispanic males entered a 

home posing as police officers. They 
told the occupant that they were 
searching for cocaine. The occupant 
stated that there was none, but the 
unknown culprits burned the person 
with an iron in attempt to obtain ad-
ditional information before fleeing. 

52nd PCT. 
SUN, DEC. 9th, 2:30 a.m. 

– 3095 Decatur Ave. A 46 year 
old Hispanic male was transported 
to Montefiore Hospital after being 
shot. The middle aged man died 
about 30 minutes after being shot 
in the chest. Officials at the incident 
scene requested additional police 
officers to be dispatched into the 
area. Detectives are faced with a 
homicide inquiry.  

THURS, DEC. 13th, 3:15 
p.m. – 3422 Knox Pl. Police officers 
were called to the residential area 
after receiving a report that a traf-
fic agent has been harassed. The on 
duty city worker was verbally threat-
ened by a Hispanic male believed to 
be about 30 years old. Detectives 
will look into the incident.

Transit
WED, DEC. 12th, 5:10 p.m. 

– Southern Blvd and Freeman St. An 
emergency request was initiated by 
police officers as they attempted to 
capture a person running along the 
railroad tracks. Members of Transit 
District #12 and local police officers 
attempted to nab the culprit as they 
traveled by foot between the East 
174 St. station and the Freeman St. 
station. All train traffic on the num-
ber 2 and 5 lines was stopped as 
power was dropped from the third 
rail until the culprit was captured and 
all personnel were removed from the 
track area. 

FRI, DEC. 14th, 5:00 p.m. 
– Dyre Ave Train Line. Service was 
suspended on the IRT # 5 line due to 
a malfunction in the signal system. 
Rush hour train service was halted in 
both directions north of the East 180 
St station to the northern terminal. 
Firefighters were summoned to help 
transit workers with evacuations of 
trains that were forced to stop short 
of stations. Members of Engines 66 
and 38 along with Ladders 66 and 
51 were aided by Squad 61 person-
nel in performing this task. 

Housing
SUN, DEC. 9th, 1:30 a.m. 

– Police officers from PSA # 7 are 
working with detectives after learn-
ing that a woman was raped. The fe-
male victim was followed into a NYC 
Housing Development building. The 
victim was forced into a stairwell 
and attacked by the unknown black 
male at knifepoint. Additional police 
officers were deployed into the area 
after the attack was reported.

WED, DEC. 12th, 11:05 
a.m. – 1285 Washington Ave. An 
emotional disturbed male kept au-
thorities at bay. The male had locked 
himself inside an apartment threat-
ening to harm himself. Specially 
trained police officers were sum-
moned to the scene including of-
ficers from the Emergency Service 
Squad. The officers attempted to 
talk with the person. Once in cus-
tody the male was transported to St. 

Barnabas Hospital.  

Fire Log
SUN, DEC. 9th, 5:25 p.m. 

– 941 Intervale Ave. An investiga-
tion was launched after a fire in a 
homeless shelter near East 163 St. 
was declared suspicious. The blaze 
broke out in the lobby of the fam-
ily type shelter. Officials indicated 
that the fire apparently started in 
a pile of five mattresses that were 
placed into the hallway blocking the 
exit of the residents. The fire forced 
residents of the shelter out onto the 
fire escapes with over two dozen 
residents being assisted to safety by 
arriving firefighters. A female was re-
ported to have fallen from a fire es-
cape.  Fire officials quickly ordered 
the transmission of a second alarm 
which brought 90 firefighters to the 
scene. Two hose lines were placed 
into operation as the smoke-eaters 
were able to contain the flames to 
the hallway and stairwell areas. The 
incident was declared under con-
trol at 6:04 p.m. Officials indicated 
that there were two critical victims 
besides two additional critical vic-
tims who were in stable condition. 
Among those injured was a 5 year 
old who was transported to Harlem 
Hospital suffering from smoke in-
halation. A four month baby suffer-
ing from smoke inhalation was also 
transported to a hospital. The inci-
dent is under investigation by both 
police investigators and fire mar-
shals. City officials ordered two city 
buses to be sent to the scene so that 
tenants could be sheltered and kept 
out of the cold weather. Red Cross 
workers assisted the 70 residents. 

TUES, DEC. 11th, 11:15 
p.m. – 1100 Teller Ave.  A call re-
porting a fire brought smoke-eaters 
from three stations to the scene of 
a NYC Housing Authority dwelling. 
The fire was reported in a six story 
high dwelling housing some 90 fami-
lies. The blaze was reported on one 
of the lower floors of the apartment 
house. Units arriving on the scene re-
quested additional assistance which 
increased the response to a dozen 
units. Beyond that request, the inci-
dent commander requested two ad-
ditional units at 11:20 p.m. A second 
alarm was sounded at 11:24 p.m. by 
the 6th Division. Three hose lines 
were placed into operation as ladder 
crews checked the second and third 
floors for trapped occupants and fire 
extension. By the time the fire was 
declared under control over 100 fire-
fighters took part in the operation.     

WED, DEC. 12th, 9:05 a.m. 
– 3438 Bailey Ave. First responders 
came to the assistance of firefight-
ers after a hole was placed in the 
wall of a one story commercial build-
ing near Bailey Pl. and West 234 St. 
A dump truck was in the process of 
off-loading when it struck the build-
ing causing a 2 foot by 3 foot hole. 
Construction crews have been us-
ing a vacant lot which is adjacent to 
the one-story structure as they were 
constructing a new retaining wall for 
Bailey Pl. During a delivery of dirt, a 
private contractor’s vehicle struck 
the wall after a piston on the vehicle 
failed causing the truck to flip into 
the commercial building. The vehicle 
was up righted without any addition-
al problems. 
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IINTRODUCING PROJECT 
CANDLE IN THE WINDOW 

 
 
 

HELP US SUPPORT OUR TROOPS. 
 

PUT A CANDLE IN YOUR WINDOW 
 

TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

AND WISH THEM A SAFE RETURN. 
 

DON’T HAVE A CANDLE ? 
 

NO PROBLEM 
 

GET ONE AT NO CHARGE AT 
 

AMERICAN LEGION POST # 1853 
2879 BUHRE AVE. 
BRONX, NY 10461 

 
Sponsored By 

 
FARENGA BROS.INC. 
FUNERAL HOME 
920 ALLERTON AVE 
BRONX, NY 10469 
(718) 654 0500 

 

      “ The Difference is in the Caring “ 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Seniors at a local day 

program will be enjoying 
computers once again, de-
spite some Grinches and 
thanks to some Santas.

A thief or thieves 
who broke into the senior 
program at the Allerton 
Avenue Home Owner and 
Tenants Association’s se-
nior program last spring, 
stole the computer that se-
niors used to send e-mails 
to family members, play 
virtual games, or surf the 
internet. 

Then in stepped three 
Santa’s helpers, not only 
replacing the stolen com-
puter, but adding another 
one to boot, so to speak.

Ben Buccieri and 
his son Vincent  of Mor-
ris Park’s Today Realty at 
1934 Williamsbridge Road 
donated two Dell comput-
ers to the Allerton center 
on Thursday, Dec. 20. 

 “It is a question of 
giving back to the commu-
nity,” said Ben Buccieri. 

“Given all the tenants as-
sociation has been doing 
for seniors, we felt that 
this was a way of showing 
our appreciation.”  

Allerton Home Owner 
and Tenant Association 
senior program assistant 
Connie Verutes said that 
attendees use computers to 
learn basic word process-
ing and play a variety of 
games, including 101-year-
old Amelia McCann. 

The spring  computer 
theft capped off a run of 
bad luck hitting the senior 
program at 1415 Allerton 
Avenue, as similar smaller 
senior centers like this one 
and larger ones face bud-
get cuts from their funding 
sources in government and 
elsewhere thanks to the on-
going economic downturn. 

The Allerton senior 
program has seen a reduc-
tion in hours, as well as 
loss of transportation ser-
vices for the seniors, said 
program director Nick 
Conciatori. 

That makes the gift of 
the two desktop comput-
ers even more special this 
holiday season. 

“In order to make up 
for the one we lost, these 
computers are very impor-
tant to us,” said Concia-
tori. 

“People come in to use 
the computers and interact 
with one another. Any-
thing we get in the way of 
donations is really help-
ful, and Today Realty was 
gracious enough to donate 
these.” 

Since Today Realty, a 
family owned business is 
celebrating its 50th anni-
versary, maintains close 
business ties to Morris 
Park and Allerton, the do-
nation simply made sense. 

“When you reflect 
on how little they have to 
work with, as a business in 
the community we thought 
we should try to step up 
and offer our services,” 
said Vincent Buccieri. 

Today Realty donates computers to seniors

Enjoying themselves during the surprise visit to the senior program on Thursday, Dec. 20 are program 
attendee Amelia McCann (c) with (back row, l-r) Ben Buccieri, Vincent Buccieri, Connie Verutes, and 
Nick Conciatori. 

Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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Arm Twisting response 

Community journalism

Tire rim thefts

Guns in schools

Dear editor,
Although I  had a good chuckle when I 

read” Kappy ‘s” Boro Beat article ARM TWIST-
ING of the week of December 20-26, 2012, I feel 
I must reply, because as usual he got half the 
story incorrect.

“Kappy”was correct in his analysis of the 
Land Use Committee of Community Board 
#11. The committee does not give developers a 
pass on anything. That is because we have a 
very knowledgeable group on this committee. 
My expertise is in construction, but we also 
have a builder, architect, facilities manager, 
community president and a community activ-
ist, and all participate in the decision process  
of the committee.

 I feel we always rule fairly, taking into 
consideration what is best for the community, 
only after we have  a frank discussion with any 
person or developer asking for our support.

The part of the article I must disagree with 
is the insinuation that Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. helped me in my campaign to run 
for chair of Community Board #11, because of 
my support of Naomi Rivera.

I have known Ruben Diaz Jr.  for approxi-
mately sixteen years, and have developed a 
friendship over that time. That is why in 2004, 
then-Assemblyman Diaz Jr. endorsed me for 
State Committee and in 2005 endorsed me for 
City Council.

I strongly feel his commitment to me was 
a personal just as much as political decision.

I say that because in my City Council 
race, Ruben  went all out. He  door-knocked 
with me, he sent me staff people, he helped 
with petitioning, phone banking, robo-calls 
and  fundraising. 

So when Ruben found out I was running 
for chair of Community Board #11, he called 
me and after a short conversation said, “ Joe, 
I endorsed you for City Council. Why wouldn’t  
I endorse you for  the chair of  Community 
Board #11?”

I also welcome the support of Councilman 
Vacca because he is a friend and a great pro-
moter of Community Board #11.

Finally, I feel the Bronx Times Reporter 
does a good job reporting the local news and 
that is why I read your paper.

Joseph A. McManus 
Democratic State Committee

80th Assembly District

Letters to the editor are welcome from all readers. 

They should be addressed care of this newspaper to Laura Guerriero, 

Publisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, 

or e-mail to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. 

All letters, including those submitted via e-mail, MUST be signed and 

with a verifiable address and telephone number included. 

Note that the  address and telephone number  will NOT be published 

and the name will be published or withheld upon request. 

No unsigned letters can be accepted for publication. 

The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions.

Let us hear from you
Dear editor,
Your article titled “Thieves targeting car 

tires” which appear on the front page of your 
paper dated Dec 20-26, 2012 requires some clar-
ification. 

 Throughout the article, the author refers 
to the car tires as being stolen.  This is not cor-
rect. 

 The reason why there is rampant theft of 
this nature is because thieves target the RIMS 
and not the tires. 

 The tire is the rubber part of  the wheel 
that is contact with the road. The rim is the 
metal hub which is bolted to the car’s axle and 

which attaches to the rubber tire.
 These rims, especially the alloy types, 

are very expensive, with some costing three to 
four times the cost of the tire which it holds.

 To get the rim, thieves will often prop the 
car on a cinder block, rock, or jack, remove 
the lug nuts, and take the entire wheel, which 
means rim plus tire.

The only reasonable deterrent to this in-
creasing crime are locking lug nuts (i.e. wheel 
locks) and increased police patrols.

Joseph Madia

Dear editor,
This past year, I’m grateful that the Bronx 

Times & Bronx Times Reporter have afforded 
me the opportunity to express my views via 
your letters to the editor section along with 
others who may have different opinions on the 
issues of the day. 

Thanks to you, an ordinary citizen like 
myself has the freedom to comment on the 
actions and legislation of various elected offi-
cials at the city, state and federal level. 

Public officials are powerful with easy 
access to taxpayers dollars used on a regular 
basis to promote their views.

 This is done via mass mailings of news-
letters, news releases, letters to the editor and 
guest opinion page columns. 

In many cases, they are produced or ghost 
written by campaign or office staffers paid for 
by taxpayers on public time. Ordinary citi-
zens like myself only have the limited ability 
when we can to find the time and just submit a 
simple submission.

Newspapers and magazines have to deal 
with increasing costs for newsprint, delivery 
and distribution along with reduced advertis-
ing revenues and declining readership due to 
competition from the Internet and other new 
information sources.

While daily papers’s concentrate on in-
ternational, national, statewide, business and 
sports news - weekly newspapers such as the 
Bronx Times & Bronx Times Reporter  and 
others fill the void for coverage of local com-
munity news.

Local neighbors need to continue sup-
porting the Bronx Times and Bronx Times 

Reporter. Patronize their advertisers; they 
provide the necessary revenues to help keep 
them in business. Let them know you saw their 
ad. This helps keep our neighbors employed 
and the local economy growing.

In the marketplace of ideas, let us hope 
there continues to be room for everyone in-
cluding the Bronx Times and Bronx Times 
Reporter.

Larry Penner

Dear editor,
I would like to answer please, the letter 

that was written by Phyllis Murray, a U.F.T 
teacher down in the South Bronx to the Bronx 
Times Reporter about guns in schools with an-
other question:

What happened to the police brutality cas-
es in our schools?

 It seems today, that every time a police of-
ficer shows up in a public school very possibly 
for any reason, that police officer ultimately 
winds up being charged with POLICE BRU-
TALITY.

 It seems to be a great way by some mis-
informed school brats as well as their parents 
to try and keep police officers out of public 
schools or, for that matter, any type of school, 
period.

 Just try and have the poor police offi-
cers who just are trying to do their own jobs 
charged with POLICE BRUTALITY.

 Yes, I admit sometimes police officers are 
guilty of making some mistakes in judgement. 

But, I feel that in my opinion, these mis-
takes in judgements are often very,very rare 
indeed.

 Police officers are trained to act in a cer-
tain way, and sometimes their jobs get a little 
“messy” and they have to resort to a little bit of 
force using their nightsticks or even their guns 
to protect themselves and the people around 
them.

 And now, we want police officers in our 
schools carrying guns and rifles all of a sud-
den?

 If it was not for layoffs, those beautiful 
children who were killed up in Newton,Conn. 
would be alive today.

Joseph Wall
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Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

BY DAVID CRUZ
While Morris Park, 

Pelham Parkway and other 
surrounding nabes have 
long-established civic asso-
ciations, Allerton has been 
an orphan - until now.  

A group of locals has 
formed the Bronx Park 
East Community Associa-
tion, whose first goal is to 
address burgeoning crime 
north of Pelham Parkway.  

The group is the brain-
child of Kenny Agosto, Dem-
ocratic District Leader for 
the 80th Assembly District, 
and fellow Pelham Parkway 
neighbor and designated 
leader Raphael Schweizer.

  Schweizer has worked 
to make the group known, 
attending Community 
Board 11 and 49th Precinct 
Community Council meet-
ings, as well as mass emails 
and  postings on social net-
working sites. 

Schweizer’s no strang-
er to local activism, serving 
the Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association, rally-
ing folks for several beauti-

fication projects.
  “We want people to be-

come more engaged and em-
powered,” Schweizer said.    

Their inaugural meet-
ing on Wednesday, Nov. 
28 drew forty people, from 
which the group picked its 
nine-member executive 
committee. That included 
Agosto, Schweizer and Ha-
zel Miura, a housing spe-
cialist for Allerton-based 
Neighborhood Initiatives 
Development Corp., which 
offers after-school and hous-
ing assistance. 

Miura is also part of 
the neighborhood patrol, 
working with the police de-
partment to keep an eye out 
on the streets.  It’s that unit 
Schweizer wants to bring 
into Allerton, an east Bronx 
neighborhood where crime 
peaked over the summer.

  “The whole area be-
tween Williamsbridge Road 
and Bronx Park East, with 
approximately a population 
of 40,000, has no neighbor-
hood patrol,” he noted.   

He and Agosto gave 

the BPECA a test-run in 
late summer, organizing a 
successful block party on 
Thwaites Place to promote 
community involvement.

The group’s formation 
was sealed on Election Day 
after Schweizer learned 
about a Chinese food deliv-
eryman hit by a stray bullet 
in broad daylight.  

“That was the last 
straw,” recalled Schweizer, 
who reached out to Agosto 
to officially launch BPECA, 
which meets monthly at 
Centerlight at 2401 White 
Plains Road.  

“We can’t put our heads 
in the sand like an ostrich,” 
said Agosto. “We want to 
protect our neighborhood.” 

But fighting crime is 
just one aspect of the group, 
said Schweizer, who wants 
schedule cleanup events 
around Bronx Park East.  

“We want to comple-
ment and add to the patch-
work of neighborhood 
groups that work to improve 
the quality of life,” noted 
Schweizer.  

Newly formed Bronx Park East Community Association

Meet the new Bronx Park East Community Association led by its executive team of Kenny Agosto, 
Raphael Schweizer, Donal Holway, and Hazel Miura.

Photo courtesy of the Bronx Park East Community Association
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Holiday Loan Special
From November 29th until January 7th, 

you can borrow up to $1,500 for 12 

months at a fixed rate of 7% Annual Per-

centage Rate. Let your community credit 

union help make your holidays bright!

To learn more visit us online: www.

bethexfcu.org, call us at 718-299-9100, or 

stop by our Main Branch at 20 E. 179th 

Street, Bronx, NY 10453.

Bring this ad and we’ll waive the
$15 membership fee.

Calvary Hospital re-
cently honored Bronx resi-
dent, Shernette Clarke, 
CCT with the “Catch a 
Star” Award. 

The hospital encour-
ages patients, family mem-
bers, visitors and employ-
ees to nominate members 
of the nursing staff (nurses, 
cancer care technicians, 
and administrative staff) 
who demonstrate the Hos-
pital’s Core Values of Car-
ing, Compassion, Commit-
ment, Non-Abandonment, 
and Dignity through their 
work. 

Honorees are also ex-
pected to go above and be-
yond to make a difference, 
and exemplify a “healing 
touch” presence with pa-
tients and family members. 
Award recipients are cho-
sen by their nurse adminis-
trators, peers, physicians, 
patients and families.

Shernette Clarke, has 
worked as a nurse’s aide 
since joining Calvary in 
2007 and graduated as a 
Cancer Care Technician, 
CCT in 2009. Her nomina-
tion forms from colleagues 
and family members in-
cluded comments such as:

She’s a Calvary star
• “Shernette is an ex-

traordinarily caring and 
sensitive health care work-
er.”

• “Shernette went 
above and beyond what was 
required of her.”

• “She was always 
there to comfort and cheer 
us up.”

•“Mrs. Clarke should 
be recognized for the 
compassion and love she 
shows.”

Shernette Clarke was 
born in Kingston, Jamaica 

where she graduated from 
Kingston Technical School. 
Some of her hobbies are 
cooking and shopping. She 
resides in the Bronx with 
her family.

Established more than 
50 years ago, Calvary Hos-
pital’s rigorous six-month 
training program for Can-
cer Care Technicians has 
produced hundreds of out-
standing health care pro-
fessionals with the neces-
sary skills to help people 
with advanced cancer 
achieve the best possible 
quality of life. 

These talented, dedi-
cated professionals are 
responsible for skin care, 
wound care, assistance 
with feeding, patient safety, 
and the overall comfort of 
Calvary Hospital patients. 

The CCT program has 
become a national model of 
appropriate, cost-effective, 
and competent palliative 
care, and has helped Calva-
ry achieve its reputation as 
a “National Leader in Pal-
liative Care.” C

Calvary celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of the 
CCT program in October.

Calvary awards the Catch a Star Award to Shernette Clarke, CCT, pictured (l-r): Fran Nunziata, assistant 
director of Human Resources; Marlene Humphreys, RN,  director of Staff Development; Shernette 
Clarke, CCT (honoree); and Sally Umbro, vice president, Patient Care Services.

Honorees are 
expected to 

go above and 
beyond to make 

a difference, 
and exemplify a 
‘healing touch’ 
presence with 
patients and 

family members.
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• Author Talk At Bartow Pell .................................................... 17

• Rock On The Bronx ............................................................. 17

Pajama Pop-In at Wave Hill
The gallery at Wave Hill 

is now transformed into stu-
dio space for a dozen artists 
who work in various media 
but are all inspired by natu-
ral settings. That translates 
into opportunities for visi-
tors to work alongside the 
artists in free workshops 
open to about a dozen par-
ticipants each. With space 
tight, we recommend regis-
tering early, though if there 
any openings the day of a 
workshop, we will accom-
modate drop-ins.

Best wishes for the 
new year! Start it on a cozy 
note at this year’s Hiberna-
tors Pajama Pop-in!

SAT, SUN, JANUARY 
12, 13    HIBERNATORS PA-
JAMA POP-IN: Put on your 
PJs, pack up your teddy 

bear and head over to Wave 
Hill! Make an animal mask 
at the Family Art Project 
and hear tales of hibernat-
ing creatures. Musician 
Jon Samson shares songs 
about animals, winter and 
sleepytime. Admission to 
the grounds is free all week-
end, thanks to the support of 
Target. ECOLOGY BUILD-
ING, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

SAT, JANUARY 12; 
SUN., JANUARY 13    FAM-
ILY ART PROJECT—
HIBERNATOR’S DEN: 
Free, and admission to the 
grounds is free all week-
end, thanks to the generous 
support of Target. Hiberna-
tors Weekend event. ECOL-
OGY BUILDING, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

SAT, JANUARY 12, 

TUES., JANUARY 15    WIN-
TER WORKSPACE: WIN-
TER BOTANICALS COME 
TO LIFE WITH ASUKA 
HISHIKI: Art materials are 
provided unless otherwise 
noted. Workshops are open 
to all visitors ages 12 and 
over when accompanied by 
an adult. Space is limited, 
so registration is recom-
mended, at www.wavehill.
org, by calling 718.549.3200 
x305 or at the Perkins Visi-
tor Center. Free with ad-
mission to the grounds. 
Drop-ins will be accom-
modated as space permits. 
GLYNDOR GALLERY and 
ON THE GROUNDS, 1 to 4 
p.m.

SUN, JANUARY 
13    WINTER BIRDING: 
With naturalist Gabriel 

Willow. Ages 10 and older 
welcome with an adult. Se-
vere weather cancels. For 
weather-related updates 
call 718.549.3200 x245 by 
8AM the day of the walk. 
Free with admission to the 
grounds.  (NYC Audubon 
Members enjoy two-for-one 
admission.) Registration 
recommended. MEET AT 
PERKINS VISITOR CEN-
TER, 9:30 a.m.

SUN, JANUARY 13    
GARDEN AND CONSER-
VATORY HIGHLIGHTS 
WALK: Free with admis-
sion to the grounds. MEET 
AT PERKINS VISITOR 
CENTER, 2PM

Wave Hill is located at 
675 West 252nd Street. For 
further information call 
(718) 549-3200, ext. 232. Hibernators Pajama Pop-in.

Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright
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Local Author Talk at Bartow-Pell
On Thursday, January 

17, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. award-
winning journalist An-
drew Nagorski will discuss 
his recent book Hitlerland: 
American Eyewitnesses to 
the Nazi Rise to Power as 
part of Bartow-Pell’s Local 
Author Spotlight series.

Nagorski—a Pelham 
Manor resident—is vice 
president and director of 
public policy at the East-
West Institute, a New York-
based international affairs 

think tank. During a long 
career at Newsweek, he 
served as the magazine’s 
bureau chief in Hong Kong, 
Moscow, Rome, Bonn, War-
saw, and Berlin. He is the 
author of four previous 
books and has written for 
countless publications.

Hitlerland recounts 
Hitler’s rise to power 
through the personal tes-
timonies of Americans in 
Germany at the time. Using 
first-hand accounts of mem-

bers of diplomatic corps and 
the military, journalists, 
visiting authors, Olympic 
athletes, performers, and 
artists as a foundation, Na-
gorski’s book gives a com-
pelling new perspective of 
on Hitler’s ascendance.

There will be a book-
signing and reception after 
the presentation. Registra-
tion requested. Cost $10 
adults; $7 seniors and stu-
dents; members free.

Pictured at left, Temple Hatikva 
president Scott Davis (left) 
enjoys a traditional potato 
latke with board chairman 
Lenny Cherry (right) at Temple 
Hatikva Chanukah Party.

TEMPLE HATIKVA 
CHANUKAH PARTY

FROM SPINNING TO SALSA, ENJOY ALL THE FUN WAYS 
TO GROW YOUR SPIRIT, MIND AND BODY AT THE Y.

BRONX Y
2 CASTLE HILL AVENUE
(718) 792-9736
ENTER CODE “BRONXTIMES” AT YMCANYC.ORG/FREE  
TO DOWNLOAD A FREE PASS

OPEN HOUSE 
SAT. JAN. 5, 12 - 4PM
WED. JAN. 16, 5 - 8PM 
SAT. FEB. 2, 12 – 4PM

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. Ask at any Y 
about the Financial Assistance program. 

FROM SPINNING TO SALSA ENJOY ALL THE FUN

$0 JOINER’S FEE
THRU FEB. 4TH

This long running col-
umn looks forward to an-
other great year of Bronx 
talent and more! Was your 
band, bar, restaurant, cre-
ative project or favorite 
news issue mentioned in 
this column in 2012? 

Presenting Part One 
of a 2012 Look Back: Just 
Nuts Party Band, That Duo 
Show featuring Johnny 
and Anthony, Sugarush, 
Boomerang, No Stringz At-
tached, Glenrowan Sports 
Bar, Guitarist Tim Curtin, 
Paddy Dougherty’s, DJ 
Bobby Flowers, The Scott 
Place Café, Guitarist Gino 
Santangelo also known as 
“Mr. Jake”, Joe Piket, The 
Globe in Larchmont, Randy 
Jackson, Zebra, The Starv-
ing Artist Gallery on City 
Island, Singer/songwriter 
Elliot Glick, John Guth, The 
Clubhouse in City Island, 
the duo Pussy Willow, duo 
Wally and Mare, New York’s 
Number One Elvis Tribute 
Artist Gene DiNapoli, Cap-
tured Souls, red light cam-
eras, singer Lou Valentino, 
“The Guys from the Bronx 
and a Star”, Legends of 
the Bronx restaurant, The 
Wicked Wolf, government 
and the internet, Primttime 
Sound in Mount Vernon, Al-
ice Cooper, media bypass-
ing real problems affecting 
everyday people to entice 
with major coverage of radi-
cal issues, bridge tolls out 
of control, Super Bowl, The 

Giants, Juliano’s in New 
Rochelle, banning smoking 
in your own car, Spoto’s, 
DJ Ant G. and Ultimate DJ 
Entertainment Inc, singer/
songwriter Drew Tor-
res, the band Tricked Out 
Country, The Bronx Under-
ground, McGee’s Tavern, 
Whoz Your Daddy, Bazooka 
Joe, D.J. O, The Tub Band, 
Mark Hit from Rat Race 
Choir, Tommy McDonnell, 
Eileen Ivers and Immigrant 
Soul, Davy Jones, The Mon-
kees, government intrusion 
on cigarette packaging, Pat-
rick’s Pub, Erin Og band, 
Tim Fee, Mike DiMaggio, 
The Potato Heads, guitar-
ist Frank Strazzera, Nick 
Artsay, the band D.U.G., the 
band Classic Touch, www.
wvox.com Dennis Dion 
Nardone Show 1460AMRa-
dio, 900 Park Restaurant 
Bar and Lounge in Morris 
Park, Brewski’s, Throgs 
Neck Clipper , DJ Shane, 
The Clover Leaf Inn, Little 
Pat and The Shadows, JEM, 
political labels meant to 
marginalize the complex-
ity of people’s thoughts and 
opinions, Troy Willy, The 
Fair in the Square, being a 
film snob, gun laws, Time-
line, Burke’s Bar, modern 
film’s attempts to recapture 
past glory via trying to rec-
reate the individual magic 
of long ago stars, comedian 
Kirk Smith, Pine Bar and 
Grill, more overreaching 
by government to curb legal 
cigarette smoking in your 
own home, Babalu on East 
Tremont. 

Part Two of the 2012 re-
cap next week. 

Rock on! Rock out!

VISIT SCOTT PLACE CAFE
3604 E. TREMONT AVENUE
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Bronx, NY   
circa 1957

Home is where her heart is.
Your loved one can live at home and stay independent with  
Healthfirst’s managed long term care options.

Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the 
New York Medicaid program.

©2012 HF Management Services, LLC H3359_MKT12_134 Accepted 09302012

HFLongTermCare.org1-855-551-4369
TDD/TTY: 1-888-542-3821 
7 days a week, 8am - 8pm



1
9

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
  J

a
n

. 3
-

9
, 2

0
1

3
                w

w
w

.b
x

t
im

e
s

.c
o

m
  

Of course Mom wants to stay 
home; that’s where her memories 
are. The family photos on the walls 
and shelves are more than just mo-
ments in time. They’re reminders 
of who she is and what she’s ac-
complished in her life. Staying in 
her home allows her to live her life 
in familiar surroundings, amidst 
her cherished memories.

So when Mom begins to struggle 
with basics like dressing, feeding 
or bathing – and you can no longer 
manage her weakened condition 
alone – it’s understandable that 
you might think your only option 
is a nursing home. Thankfully, 
that’s no longer true. Healthfirst’s 
managed long term care options 
offer the support services needed 
to care for Mom and keep her in 
the home she loves.

For almost 20 years Healthfirst 
has been a community partner 
helping some of the neediest pa-
tients on Medicare and Medicaid 
get the same kind of quality health-
care we would want for our own 
families. 

And now, Healthfirst’s managed 

long term care options offer the 
special in-home services that Mom 
(and Dad, too) may now need. Ser-
vices such as:

Team – including a registered 
nurse, a social worker and a sup-
port coordinator – that oversees 
every aspect of your parent’s care

-
fessional home attendants, nurses 
and other caregivers

This combination of professional 
support services ensures that Mom 
gets at-home assistance with basics 
needs such as dressing, feeding 
and bathing, as well as ensuring 
that she’s receiving her medica-
tion and is getting to appointments 
on time. 

When you contact Healthfirst, 
a representative will walk you 
through the process and collect the 
details surrounding your request. 

contact you within 24-48 hours of 
your call. 

Next, we come to you. An En-
rollment Specialist will visit your 
parent at home, confirm his or her 
eligibility, and help you with the 
sign-up process. It’s just that sim-
ple. Within a few weeks (depending 
on approval) your parent can be 
enrolled with Healthfirst’s man-

aged long term care plan.

As proud members of New York’s 
richly diverse communities, we at 
Healthfirst understand your cul-
ture is important to you. That’s 
why we pride ourselves on our net-
work of thousands of doctors, many 
of whom speak your language. So 
when you need answers or have 
a home situation you would like 
to discuss with us, we’re in your 
neighborhood with support options 
that are right for you.

To find out more about Health-
first’s managed long term care op-
tions or to begin the enrollment 
process for Mom or Dad, call 1- 855-
551-4369,  TTY:1-888-542-3821 

 7 days a week, 8am – 8pm or visit 
HFLongtermcare.org.   Healthfirst 
managed long term care options: 
Getting Mom the care she needs to 
remain at-home and live indepen-
dently, longer.

Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a co-
ordinated care plan with a Medi-
care contract and a contract with 
the New York State Medicaid pro-
gram. 

H3359_MKT13_26 Accepted 
10142012

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Care Mom Needs - at Home  
Healthfirst’s Long Term Care Options

A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Alzheimer’s dis-
ease affects mil-
lions of people 

across the globe. In the 
United States alone, the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
estimates one in eight se-
niors has the disease.

Research into the dis-
ease is ongoing, and it’s 
already yielded valuable 
information that may 
help reduce the preva-
lence. 

One discovery is that it 
may be possible to prevent 

or delay the symptoms 
through a combination of 
healthy lifestyle choices. 
The following are a few 
healthy habits that may 
help reduce the risk. 

• Exercise regularly. 
A study conducted by 
Scottish researchers and 
published in the journal 
Neurology in 2012 touted 
exercise as the most effec-
tive way for adults to pro-
tect their brains. 

• Eat healthy. What you 
put into your body may 

also reduce your risk. 
• Stimulate yourself 

mentally. Mental stimu-
lation can help the brain 
stay sharp, and people 
who fi nd ways to stay 
mentally stimulated can 
reduce their risk. 

Alzheimer’s disease 
remains an enigma in 
many ways. But ongoing 
research continues to 
show that people can take 
measures to actively pre-
vent or delay the onset of 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

How to reduce your risk 
for Alzheimer’s disease

Are you depressed
with 

memory problems?

This is a research study for individuals 
ages 55-95 who are depressed and 

have memory complaints.

If eligible, participants receive free 
medical evaluation, cognitive testing, 

imaging of the brain, and treatment for 
depression and memory.

If interested, please call (212) 543-5956
The study is conducted at New York State Psychiatric
Institute/Columbia University Medical Center and is 

funded by the National Institute of Health.

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG
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You wouldn’t complain about not winning the lottery if you didn’t buy a ticket, 
right?  Yet so many of us complain about putting on the pounds and never join 
the gym. 

 
At Fusion Fitness we want to break the New Years Cycle (commit to workout 
and then never  do anything about it).  Join now with one of our annual 
packages before January 31st, 2013 and get the rest of the month FREE!  The 
sooner you join the more FREE time enjoy! 

 

With Boot Camp, Zumba, Yoga, Belly Dancing, Pilates, Studio Cycling, Kickboxing, 
Chair Dancing, Kettlebells, Tabata and cutting-edge Personal Training results are 
guaranteed.  
 
Fusion Fitness Clubs     3679 East Tremont Ave     718.430.0600 
fusionfitnessclubs.com 
 
 
Offer valid with new membership activations only. Offer not valid for existing members or members who have been cancelled for  
less than  90 days  from 1/1/2013.   Offer only valid with annual package purchase only. Cannot be combined with any other  
offers or promotions. Offer expires 1/31/2013. Must present valid ID and ad at time of purchase.  

NO MORE EXCUSES.  

THE NEW FUSION FITNESS CLUBS 

Picture looking in the 

mirror New Years Eve 

2013. 

 

Another year gone 

by…which would you 
rather see? 
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PELHAM FAMILY DENTAL ARTS
www.pelhamfamilydentalarts.com

914.738.3606
“ Your Smile Is Our Art “

Providing the Highest Quality Dental Service in Westchester County

Participating in most

dental insurance plans.

If you do not have

insurance coverage, we 

offer 20% courtesy

discounts on most

procedures with this ad.

COMPLETE PARTY PLANNING

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

http://www.lucchesefuneralhome.com/
This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Video
Tributes 

from our funeral home

At our funeral home we’ve always provided 

options.  That’s part of being the leader. So here 

we go again. Our Video Tribute is a memorable 

way to complement any service. We’ll take 

old photographs you provide, blend them with 

background scenes of the immediate area, set them 

to music and create a personal video montage to 

be shown during the service. It’s also a keepsake 

you’ll cherish forever. Ask about our Video 

Tributes. We’re doing more  than thinking ahead. 

We’re thinking of you. 
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BY LYNN GERBINO
If you are able, please 

send in your dues...it will 
help us defray postal costs. 

Please send in a check 
for $10 made out to Throggs 
Neck Homeowners and mail 
it to: Throggs Neck Home-
owners, PO Box 25, Throggs 
Neck Station, Bronx, New 
York 10465...Thanks for your 
help!!

Here are some neigh-
borhood happenings:

 The Bronx Council 
on the Arts (BCA) and the 
Huntington Free Library 
(HFL) will present a family-
friendly, hands-on “Journal 
Making” craft workshop 
with Lis Ortiz on Saturday, 
January 19, from 12:30 to 
3 p.m. at the Huntington 
Free Library (9 Westchester 
Square, next to the Apple 
Savings Bank). This work-
shop is free and open to the 
public. All are welcome.

Join artisan Lis Ortiz 
who will help you create 
your own handmade per-
sonal journal to capture 
your new year’s thoughts, 
hopes and dreams. Journals 

will be made of recycled 
items, so please feel free to 
bring images, fabric and/or 
items to make yours extra 
special! Note: This work-
shop is labor intensive so it 
is imperative to arrive on 
time so that you can leave 
with a completed piece. 

Journal Making with 
Lis Ortiz is part of the free 
series of Third Saturday 

Family Craft Work-
shops presented by the 
Bronx Council on the Arts 
and the Huntington Free 
Library through April 20, 
2013 at the Huntington Free 
Library.

The family craft work-
shop series continues on 
February 16th, from 12:30-
3 p.m., when BCA presents 
Puppet Making with Lucre-
cia Novoa. Have a fun-filled 
afternoon with puppet mak-
er Lucrecia Novoa who will 
help you create a small pup-
pet that you will be proud to 
display.

Admission to all work-
shops is free, but space is 
limited. For information, 
call (718) 931-9500, ext. 33 or 

718-829-7770, or visit www.
bronxarts.org<http://www.
bronxarts.org/>. For infor-
mation, call (718) 829-7770.

These workshops are 
made possible with the sup-
port and contributions from 
the NYC Department of Cul-
tural Affairs, the NYS Coun-
cil on the Arts, the NYC 
Department of Small Busi-
ness Services - Ave NYC, 
Bloomberg Philanthropies, 
Lambent Foundation Fund 
of Tides Foundation, Scher-
man Foundation, and NYC 
Councilman James Vacca.

Jacobi Medical Center 
(JMC) announced that it 
has entered into a partner-
ship with the group SL2 
Events & Relations to host 
“The Sing & Skate Against 
Breast Cancer”, a fundrais-
er and awareness campaign 
to be held in Manhattan’s 

Bryant Park on January 5th 
2013 from 5-6 p.m.  The pro-
ceeds of the event will go to 
the JMC Auxiliary in order 
to aid the hospital’s Breast 
Health Center. Last year, 
the Center received a three 
year/full accreditation des-
ignation by the National 
Accreditation Program for 
Breast Centers (NAPBC). 
The designation indicates 
institutions with state of 
the art care, treatments and 
other information.

The event will be hosted 
by Jo Jo Starbuck, the award 
winning World Champion-
ship figure skater who also 
participated in the 1968 and 
1972 Olympic Games. She 
was also inducted into the 
United States Figure Skat-
ing Hall of Fame.  There 
will be skating performanc-
es by several Olympic and 
World Class skaters includ-
ing Niocle Bobek, Emily 
Hughes, and Kimmie Meiss-
ner, as well as several aspir-
ing skaters from the greater 
New York City area.

In addition to the ath-
letic talent, there will be 

musical performances by 
Marianne Meringolo and 
the Amas Musical Theatre 
Academy Teens with a spe-
cial performance by up-and-
coming artist Skye Stevens. 
Stevens is known for his hit 
songs “Takes All Night” 
and “Rewind” which have 
placed him on the musical 
charts of Billboard.

While the event has 
free admission, those at-
tending are encouraged to 
make a donation.  Addition-
ally reserved seating for the 
“Sing and Skate” event will 
be offered at the following 
prices:
• Couches (seating for eight) 
will be available for $1,000 
each; includes champagne 
punch and appetizers.
• Tables (seating for four) 
will be available for $200 
each; requires a minimum 
food order of $25 per person 
from the Celsius Restaurant 
which is also based out of 
Bryant Park.
• VIP seats will be available 
for $40 each.
• For a $25 donation, your 
child can skate during the 

event in conjunction with a 
two-minute musical perfor-
mance.

All gifts are tax deduct-
ible to the fullest extent of 
the law.

To purchase seating or 
to make a donation before-
hand, please call (718) 918-
3906.  Checks can be made 
payable to JMC Auxiliary, 
Inc.  MasterCard and Visa 
are also accepted. Seating 
is limited, and is available 
on a first-come first-served 
basis.

To order online visit 
the JMC Auxilary website 
at http://www.nyc.gov/
ht m l /h hc /jacobi /ht m l /
help/help.shtml, then click 
on the “donate” tab which 
redirect you to the PayPal 
account. When there, fill 
out the required informa-
tion and where it allows you 
to place a note please make 
note to the “Sing and Skate” 
event.

The executive board of 
Throggs Neck Homeown-
ers wishes everyone a Very 
Healthy AND Happy NEW 
Year!!

Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
The wisdom of some 

important thoughts aren’t 
appreciated until years af-
ter they are spoken. 

On January 29, 2002, 
former President George 
W. Bush used the phrase 
“Axis of Evil” to describe 
Iran, North Korea, and 
Iraq, (then led by Saddam 
Hussein) because those na-
tions were seeking to obtain 
nuclear weapons for aggres-
sive purposes.

The government of 
Hussein no longer exists, 
but Iran and North Korea, 
aided by China, continue 
to plaque the future of our 
world, and these three evil 
regimes truly constitute a 
dangerous “Axis of Evil.”

 This month, North Ko-
rea successfully launched a 
rocket, named the Unha-3, 

(“Unha means Galaxy in 
Korean) which is basically 
an ICBM that, with minor 
refinements over the next 
two years will have the 
capability of delivering a 
nuclear weapon against the 
United States. 

Interestingly enough, 
the launcher zoomed over 
Taiwan and the Philippines, 
two nations that have been 
repeatedly harassed by Chi-
na.  The United Nations has 
condemned Pyongyang’s 
rocket program, which vio-
lates Security Council Reso-
lutions 1718 of 2006 and 1874 
of 2009. 

A number of nations, 
including the U.S., the Phil-
ippines and South Korea 
had urged that the launch 
be scrubbed.  The Prime 
Minister of Japan, Yoshi-
hiko Noda, has called for 

international cooperation 
to address what he believes 
to be a national security 
threat to his people. 

The haste and timing of 
this December launch has 
diplomats and experts ques-
tioning the motives behind 
the timing and the date.  
The Unha-3, a three-stage 
vehicle which stands about 
105 feet high, is liquid fu-
eled.  Liquid fueled rockets 
are generally only launched 
in warm weather conditions 
to reduce the type of disaster 
that befell the Space Shuttle 
Challenger.

Prior North Korean 

launches have consistently 
occurred in spring and 
summer.  But Iran, which 
plays a vital role in financ-
ing North Korea’s rocket 
program, and which has 
devoted many high-tech 
resources to Pyongyang, 
will have nuclear weapons 
within several months, and 
needs to have the means to 
deter western nations from 
taking steps to eliminate 
those weapons.  The threat 
of a nuclear-tipped missile 
capable of attacking Europe 
or vital U.S. interests is ex-
actly what Tehran needs—
and quickly.  Hence the 
haste.

North Korea, in ad-
dition to gaining Iranian 
technology and money, also 
gains from Tehran’s bel-
ligerence. Since the United 
States abandoned its com-

mitment to being able to 
fight wars in two theaters 
simultaneously, and will 
soon slash its military bud-
get accordingly, Pyongyang 
will have a free hand to 
engage in mischief in Asia 
when Iran gets belligerent 
in the Middle East.

Lurking behind all this 
is China, which has aided 
both Iran and North Korea. 
Indeed, China’s relations 
with Iran against western 
interests are nothing new.  
They go as far back as an-
cient times, when China as-
sisted Iran (then called Per-
sia) in its disputes with the 
Roman Empire.

 North Korea is largely 
a creature of Beijing, which 
could bankrupt the nation 
within weeks if it chose to 
withdraw its support. But 
Beijing continues to seek 

ways to further reduce 
America’s influence in the 
pacific without direct con-
frontation. North Korea’s 
belligerence is the perfect 
way to challenge the U.S. 
without leaving direct fin-
gerprints. 

North Korea and Iran 
are both ruled by aggres-
sive governments.  China, 
despite its prosperity, sees 
it growth blocked by west-
ern power.  The interests of 
each member of this “Axis 
of Evil” benefits by the pro-
liferation of nuclear arms, 
and the development of 
the means to deliver them 
against the west. 

Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
sponsored radio broadcasts, 
and visit our website at co-
mactainc.com.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello All!  Happy Healthy 

New Year to all of you. 
This past year,we here 

at the Post have donated 
monies to Calvary Hospital, 
sponsored a young boy to 
Boy’s State, have adopted a 
Platoon of the 10th Moun-
tain Division serving in Af-
ghanistan, hosted two BBQ’s 
and one Christmas/Holiday 

Party at the VA Hospital, do-
nated money to the National 
Emergency Fund (NEF) of 
the American Legion, hosted 
a Children’s Christmas Par-
ty at the Post, picked up and 
gave Christmas Cards made 
by the Throgg’s Neck Senior 
Center to the Shut-ins at the 
VA Hospital, collected food-
stuffs to give to the needy. 
Boy, just typing this makes 

me tired. I do want to thank 
all my loyal readers who 
have donated food, clothing 
and money that went to these 

charitable organizations. 
Last week I was in-

formed that there was no 
Catholic Priest to say Mass at 
the VA. Well, they are getting 
one beginning in February. 

Last but by no means 
least, I want to thank Joe 
Cusimano, my Triviologist 
who submits monthly Trivia 
for your education and enjoy-
ment. 

Military Pathways is 
an organization helping Vets 
cope with the transition to 
civilian life. It’s a free on-line 
self assessment to find out if 
you should get in touch with 
a health professional , so log 
onto www.steptohealing.org     

Trivia Time!! 
The Emancipation Proc-

lamation went into effect on 
January 1, 1863.

 Ellis Island opened on 
January 1, 1892 and Annie 
Moore was the first to enter 
the U.S. through that facility.

The Bronx became a 
County on January 1, 1914.

 On the same dare in 
1934, La Guardia became 
Mayor of New York City.

 Keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.
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BY JOSEPH ODDO
This New Year has 

started a bit on the crazy 
side. This article is being 
written in the mist of the 
debacle called the fiscal cliff 
or I should say slope. In any 
event It appears that this 
crisis is really not all about 
budgets and deficits. If it 
were it would have been re-
solved by now.

It seems to be more 
about delivering large tax 
savings to a few very, very, 
wealthy individuals. It 
smells of campaign dona-
tions pay back. The good 
thing is, that it is now Janu-
ary 3, 2013, and we now have 
a new congress that does 
not include a few of the ex-
treme radicals. Hopefully 
a new age has dawned in 
the halls of congress. Lets 
pray that it will be an age 

of reason, compromise and 
ultimately a return of hope, 
faith and trust in our insti-
tutions. Fore without trust 
and respect for our govern-
mental institutions and 
elected officials a return to 
employment and prosperity 
will be almost impossible to 
achieve. 

There is much work 
to be done. Everyone must 
except the fact that there is 
a time and place to debate 
and demand philosophical 
changes in how we govern 
ourselves. But it is up to 
our leaders in congress to 
restrict philosophical de-
mands to their just venues 
and not let these demands 
cripple the peoples business. 
Elections are the right and 
just venue for philosophi-
cal debates and demands 
for how our country should 

be managed. Once the elec-
tions are over it is then a 
time for public service and 
the professional manage-
ment of our government. 
This perspective does not 
include notions such as “the 
budget is the policy”.

No, the budget is the 
implementation of the poli-
cies which this nation has 
adopted through the elec-
toral ballot. Formulation of 
the budget is not and should 
never be a do over opportu-
nity for elected officials who 
have lost the policy debate to 
nullify the will of the people 

as expressed through the 
ballot.

On that note we wish 
the President, and the Con-
gress a most successful ten-
ure. To Gov. Cuomo, Mayor 
Bloomberg, our elected of-
ficials and especially to our 
first responders, the public 
servants, and volunteers, 
lead by Deputy Mayor for 
Operations Casswell Hol-
loway, who heard the call 
for service in the aftermath 
of Sandy, we offer you our 
thanks, our gratitude, and 
our wishes for a very happy 
and prosperus new year.

To the individuals and 
families who have been 
enshrouded by tragedy we 
offer you our most sincere 
condolences and our deter-
mination to work for a bet-
ter community with oppor-
tunity for all. The Board of 

the Pelham Bay Taxpayers 
will not rest until we can 
say to each and every one 
of you Happy New Year and 
know in our hearts that we 
all have a true chance for 
just that a very Happy New 
Year!!!

A special shout out goes 
to Congressman Crowley 
for his new leadership posi-
tion in the next congress. 
It is great to see that our 
Bronx Congressman is held 
in high esteem by Congres-
sional leaders and elected 
officials from throughout 
the country.  

We would also like to 
acknowledge the achieve-
ments of Senator Klein who 
will be co-leader of the New 
York State Senate in a bi-
partisan management of 
the peoples business in the 
Senate.

Congratulations to 
both of you on your achieve-
ments, and we know that 
none of this could have hap-
pened without your hard 
work on our behalf.

So, Happy New Year to 
all from Pelham Bay to Lo-
cust Point, Country Club, 
Throggs Neck, Morris Park 
and to the rest of Bronx and 
beyond.

The Pelham Bay Tax-
payers and Civic Associa-
tion will not meet during 
the months of January or 
February. Our next meeting 
will be in March 2013, date 
to be announced. We can be 
reached by mail at Pilgrim 
Station, Post Office Box 
610233, Bronx, New York 
10461

Our meetings are open 
to all and all are welcomed. 

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Well, another year is 

gone.  And I guess I must 
be getting old because the 
years are flying by so fast 
it’s making me dizzy!

Although I can hardly 
believe it, it’s January of 
2013 and time to make the 
usual resolutions for the 
new year—you know, the 
one’s we never seem to able 
to keep!  For most people, 
attaining better health is 
at the top of their list and 
rightly so because Ameri-
cans are overweight, lethar-
gic and too busy to make a 
home cooked meals.

Sadly, I must say that 
I am guilty of these things 
too, but over the years I 
have discovered some strat-

egies that have helped to 
keep me on track.  If you at-
tended our last meeting, you 
heard me speak about our 
“walk through the woods”.  
We meet every Saturday 
and Sunday at 9:00am in 
the parking lot at Orchard 
Beach.  Then we walk the 
trails through the woods, 
along the sound to the 
boardwalk.  It takes about 45 
minutes and it is beautiful 
and exhilarating.  We talk 
as we walk and it is as much 
educational as it is a way to 
attain better health.  

We have the largest and 
most beautiful park in NYC 
at our fingertips, one that’s 
filled with history –and we 
should take advantage of ev-
ery wonderful thing it has 

to offer.  Annie, Michele, 
Dean and Joe walk every 
Saturday and Sunday and 
Joanne and I join them most 
Sundays.  Annie posts re-
minders on Facebook but if 
you’re not techno savy, you 
can call me for the informa-
tion you need—718 792-6385.  

One of the greatest 
things about these walks is 
that it is so much fun I actu-
ally look forward to it.  It’s 
not like exercise—it’s like 
meeting friends for a morn-
ing chat!  We even bring our 

coffee!  Try it and see what 
you have been missing!

Another pathway to 
good health is to resolve to 
eat healthier meals—more 
fruits, more veggies and if 
they are organic you are 
sure to improve your health.  
The problem is that good or-
ganic produce is not as easy 
to find as it should be.  And if 
it isn’t easy to do we tend not 
to do it.  So, in my quest to-
ward eating healthier food, 
I decided to join a CSA.  For 
me, it was a blessing.  Com-
munity Supported Agricul-
ture has made it possible for 
me to put a healthy meal on 
the table every day.

We have one right here 
in Locust Point.  The way 
it works is that you pay up 

front for a share in the group 
and then every week you 
will receive organic, just 
picked, wonderfully fresh 
fruits and veggies for your 
family.  It runs from the 
Spring to the Fall and dur-
ing that time you will have 
an abundance of wonderful 
and interesting foods.

The Locust Point CSA 
also has an “extras” pro-
gram where you can order 
organic meats, cheeses, 
breads, jams, honey etc. You 
order online and it is deliv-
ered to the CSA site for you 
to pick up.  

Having good food so 
readily available will make 
it more likely for you to stay 
true to your resolution to 
live a healthier lifestyle.  

And just like the group of 
wonderful walkers, you will 
meet a great group of people 
at our CSA.  You will share 
recipes and maybe even 
split a fruit or veggie share 
with a friend or neighbor so 
that it is more affordable.  

I hope that you will 
start 2013 with goals of bet-
ter health for you and your 
family and I hope that you 
will consider joining the 
two groups I spoke about in 
this column.  There’s a say-
ing, “Together We Can” and 
it’s been my experience that 
it’s easier to achieve our 
goals when we join those 
who have goals that are the 
same as our own.

Let’s get healthier to-
gether!

     

BY AL BELFIORE
 Happy New Year to ev-

eryone and I hope this year 
brings happiness and joy to 
all.   A

s I write this article, 
winter and snow seems to 
be the order of the day here 
in Locust Point.   

Trees are glistening 
and roofs are a beautiful 
postcard white.

Our next Board Meet-
ing is Tues. evening Jan 
8th, where we will be dis-
cussing our immediate 
plans for the future of our 
civic building.   

There has been an in-
spection by DCAS of the 
main beams underneath 
the flooring and there is 
NO damage!   

This is a HUGE, posi-
tive first step.   

Now we can proceed 
with various ideas and 
plans for repairs to the spe-
cific damaged areas, such 
as, sheetrock, moldings, 
bathrooms, refrigerator, 
stove, heater, etc,etc.   

We hope to cover every 
square inch with insula-
tion, so that the building, 
itself, will be a “model” for 
future green projects.  That 
would be a big improve-
ment over the current con-

dition.   
Jimmy Vacca has 

reached out to us for a 
possible grant in order to 
achieve these goals. 

  FEMA will also be in-
volved with some of these 
repairs.  

The goal is to have the 
building completed by the 
spring, so that we can have 
the new playground open 
for all our kids to enjoy.

Last, a big shout out to 
my friend, Tony Sal (a great 
singer and entertainer).   

Although not a resi-
dent of Locust Point, he is 
a big fan of this column and 
he follows up and reminds 
me of my duties as Presi-
dent of Locust Point Civic.   
Thanks for reading!

    

BY EDITH BLITZER      
If possible, we’d like to 

have this article published 
in the next edition.

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
wishes all our friends a Hap-
py and Healthy New Year.

Now that the holidays 
are over, and hopefully ev-
eryone had a good one, it’s 
time to roll up our sleeves 
and start 2013 off with a 
bang.  The Association has 

worked diligently this past 
year to improve the Quality 
of Life in the Pelham Park-
way area. Much more has 
to be done. We bring your 
problems to the proper City 

Departments and the Com-
munity Board. 

On January 8th we will 
be having Iggy Terranova, 
Community Affairs Officer 
from the NYC Dept. of

Sanitation. He has been 
a long time friend and has 
helped us with many Sani-
tation problems.

Please join us on Janu-
ary 8th where many other 
issues will be discussed and 
hopefully solved.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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Continued on Page 31

“You talk about adversity and learning from 
your mistakes, you don’t learn if that’s the 
case until you do it. We still have to do it.”

JOHN BURKE.................................................................PAGE 32

All-Bronx Girls Volleyball honors 

Continued on Page 31

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
It was a big season for Bronx 

girls volleyball. Preston won its 
second straight CHSAA Archdi-
ocesan title and took home the 
Catholic Class A city crown as 
well. Over in the PSAL Bronx Sci-
ence reach the Class A final be-
fore falling to eventual champion 
Wagner. Both clubs say goodbye to 
tremendous seniors. Riverdale/
Kingsbridge lost in the PSAL B 
title game to Fort Hamilton. 
All-Bronx Player of the Year: 

Mary Platt,
Bronx Science

The senior middle hitter 
waited four years to get a taste of 
the PSAL Class A final and she 
was a major reason it was a real-
ity. Platt led by example, refusing 
to let her team go away easy in 
the title. She was as dangerous 
around the net – 111 kills – as she 
was serving from the back.   

All-Bronx Coach of the 
Year: Jeremy BasSie, Bronx 
Science

BasSie went out with a bang 
if this ends up being his last sea-
son coaching the Bronx Science 
girls because of his differences 
with the PSAL. He‘s helped this 
group grow and mature over four 
years to take the program to new 
heights The Wolverines got over 
their quarterfinal final hump to 
reach the PSAL Class A final.   

All-Bronx Girls Volleyball 
First Team

OH Jasmina Dzurlic,
Preston 

The senior was one of the city 
most improved players during her 
career. She put all that on display 
as she has her best season to date 
by forming a formidable 1-2 punch 
with Victoria Sorrell. 

S Elissa Davila-Shiau,
Bronx Science 

The junior returned for a 
big season. Davila-Shiau battled 
through back injuries at times 
and brought cohesion to the Wol-
verines attack. She had 136 as-
sists in PSAL play. 

OH Arianna Francis,
Fieldston

The ultra-athletic senior was 
one of the city’s most dominant 
players. Francis could easily pro-
vide a booming kill as she could 
control the back row with a dig. 

Her versatility was key to Field-
ston’s success.   

L Angela Fragle, Preston
Victoria Sorrell and Jasmina 

Dzurlic got plenty of the credit for 
Preston, but it was Fragle doing 
the dirty work. Her presence and 
hard work in the back allowed 

the rest of the rest of her team-
mates to flourish.
OH Catalina Jimenez,

Bronx Science’s Jeremy BasSie is the All-Bronx Coach of the Year.

Denis Gostev

A Wish
Have a Happy, Healthy, and 

Holy New Year
My Momma 

Done Tole’ Me
I kept hearing that tune, The 

Blues In The Night, after our foot-
ball teams played on the 23rd.

Week 16
Giants (8-7) 14  

Ravens (10-5) 33
The game’s full story is told 

by a few stats: Total Yards 533-
186 and Time of possession: 40-20 
minutes. Both top marks are for 
the Ravens. The G’men need LBs, 
DBs, and DLs to start with.

Jets (6-9) 17  
Chargers (6-9) 27

This was the first game that 
Greg McElroy started and Sanchez 
and Tebow might have been glad 
they didn’t play. McElroy set an 
NFL record, but not in a good way, 
by getting sacked 11 times. San Di-
ego spent so much time in the Jet 
back field that it looked like they 
had been in the Jet huddle.

Explanation
Ian O’Connor (ESPN.com) 

took a shot at Rex Ryan and his 
treatment of Tebow. “Ryan has a 
lot of explaining to do to his em-
ployer. ‘Ultimately,’ the coach said 
of the 6-8 record. ‘I’m the man ac-
countable for this.’ This includes 
the planet’s most recognizable 
benchwarmer. Ryan likes to fan-
cy himself the ultimate player’s 
coach, but he should know he just 
royally hosed a player like few 
coaches ever have.”  

Enough Is Enough
Earlier in the season Woody 

Johnson said, “You can never 
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Ryan Queen under-

stands the task he took on at 
Eagle Academy.

He took over a boys 
basketball team in Septem-
ber with limited varsity ex-
perience that did not work 
together in the offseason. 
Queen got the job after 
spending the entire sum-
mer as an assistant at bor-
ough rival Wings Academy, 
where he’s coached the last 
two seasons.  

Former Eagle boys bas-
ketball head man Rodney 
Plummer left in late August 
to take an assistant job at 
John Jay College, mak-
ing Queen the third Eagle 
coach in the last four years. 
He wants to take it to anoth-
er level. 

“They had a basketball 
team instead of a basketball 
program,” Queen said. “It’s 
difference. “

The young and first-
time head coach is trying to 
change the mindset at Ea-
gle, which has been one of 
the top clubs in The Bronx 

in recent years. The team, 
which has three seniors who 
played very little before this 
year, is off to a slow start at 
3-8. Eagle fell 63-54 to a good 
St. John the Baptist team at 
the Queens Jam Christmas 
Classis at John Bowne on 
Saturday. It came a week af-
ter a solid win over McKee/
Staten Island Tech.

“They don’t play as 
hard as they should and 
they don’t listening to 
coaching well,” Queen said. 
“The inexperience catches 
up to us at times.”

Eagle had to play most 
of the game without star 
guard Juwon Champman, 
who was riddled with foul 
trouble. Still it was within 
43-32 of the Cougars early 
in the fourth quarter. The 
Eagles couldn’t overcome 
its mistakes and missed 
free throws. Inconsistency 
is something they are try-
ing to overcome. 

“We are an immature 
team,” said senior guard 
Kyle Hackett, who had 11 
points. “We are just scratch-

ing the surface.”
Hackett is impressed 

with Queen, who played 
point guard at Division II 
Coker College, because he 
speaks from experience. He 
said Queen is tough on his 
seniors, expects leadership 
and holds his players ac-
countable. He even jumps in 
a practice.

“He shows me the ins 
and outs of the game,” Hack-
ett said. “He breaks it down 
little by little. I appreciate 
him for that.”

While the wins haven’t 
come as quickly as Queen 
would like he is already 
turning Eagle into a pro-
gram. The team has an 
hour-long study hall every-
day for an hour and weight 
room sessions. After the 
season they will play in 
spring leagues and try to de-
velop the talent they have. 

“As long as he stays 
here, Eagles Academy going 
forward will be phenom-
enal,” Hackett said. “We’ve 
got to keep a coach. It starts 
with our coach.” 

New coach Queen takes over
inexperienced Eagle hoops squad

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Truman is off to a 

strong start, but a recur-
ring issue continues to 
arise.

The Mustangs struggle 
against pressure defense. It 
was the case in a lopsided 
loss to 14th defending PSAL 
girls basketball champion 
Murry Bergtraum and 
again when Truman was 
upset 41-40 by Martin Lu-
ther Kong Jr., a Class A 
team, in the final of the 
Baseline Holiday Madness 
Tournament at FDA III on 
Friday night. 

“If you press us we 
can’t handle it,” said Mus-
tangs coach John Burke, 
who will consider changing 
his approach to doing so. 

Turnovers allowed 
MLK to get back in the game 
multiple times and Burke 
said he made the mistake 
of trying too many differ-
ent combinations of players 
with his team ahead. Tru-
man had one last chance to 

win, but Lisa Fields’ jump 
shot from the right corner 
hit off the side of the rim 
as time expired. The soph-
omore guard twisted her 
knee early in the fourth 
quarter and didn’t have the 
same lift.

“I almost had it, but we 
just lost. ” Fields said. 

She believes the team, 
which get big minutes from 
freshmen Aneisha Lyons 
and Kayla Jenertte is still 
getting to know each other 
and jell. Many of the play-
ers were in secondary roles 
a year ago. Lisa was be-
hind her sister Linda and 
Daquana Smith and Mari-
ka Gordon were behind 
Krystal Pearson and Queen 
Holquin. 

“There is always room 
for improvement,” Fields 
said. “Always”

Despite the team’s 
shortcomings, the Mus-
tangs are 7-1 in league play 
with wins over rival Ken-
nedy and Queens power 

Francis Lewis. Smith is 
averaging 14 points and 15 
rebounds and Gordon 11 
points and 14 boards. Fields 
is averaging 11 points and 
five assists.

“You have all the piec-
es to be successful,” Burke 
said. “Now it’s just learning 
how to play the game.” 

The coach feels his 
team has put himself in 
good position moving into 
the second half of the sea-
son. He knows though 
games against South Shore, 
Brooklyn Collegiate, Mid-
wood and rematches with 
Bergtraum and Francis 
Lewis still lie ahead. Those 
games will decided Tru-
man’s playoff path and 
seed. He is waiting to see 
if his club learns from its 
mistakes. 

“You talk about adver-
sity and learning from your 
mistakes, you don’t learn 
if that’s the case until you 
do it,” Burke said. “We still 
have to do it.”              

Jelling Truman working 
to solve turnover woes 

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Zodiacs were blessed 

with a great Week 1 at the 
Colgate Women Games.  
We had 9 Student Athletes 
earned points and won 8 
medals, in Week 1 of the 
Women Colgate Games. 
Through the preliminary 
meets (4 weeks), points are 
to be scored for places 1 
through 12 in each event.  
Prizes will be awarded for 
places 1 through 6 in each 
preliminary meet, the 
semi-finals and finals. Edu-
cational grants-in-aid will 
be awarded for each divi-
sional event to the top three 
competitors who earn the 
greatest number of points 
for all meets combined.

 In the Elementary A 
division, we had Jasmyne 
Phillips, medal by tak-
ing 2nd place in 55 meter 
hurdles, Jalina Robinson, 
medal by taking 3rd place 
and Lisha McKenzie, med-
al by taking 4th place. In 
the Elementary A division, 
Jada Mora, medal by win-

ning the 55 meter hurdles 
and earned another medal 
with a 6th place finish 
in the 200 meter race. In 
the Mid-school division, 
Sukanya Wade, earned a 
medal in the 55 meter race 
with a 5th place finish and 
Tiara Williams took 7th 
place. Jaelah Eargle took 
9th in the 55 meter hurdles 
and Pearl Webster, medal 
and won the Shot Put. In 
the High School division, 
Andrea Amoroson, medal 
by taking 5th place in the 
Shot Put.  This was a great 
Week 1 for the Zodiacs 
Track Team.  To have 9 stu-
dent athletes earns points 
against the some of the 
hardest competition in the 
Women Colgate Games is 
a great achievement.  With 
hard work, they should 
continue to gather points to 
earn them spot to compete 
in the Finals. 

 On Sunday, January 
6th, the boys get a chance to 
show their stuff at YMCA 
Youth Meet. 

We compete all year 
round in multiple events, 
from cross country, to in-
door and out-door track 

and field meets.  Our chil-
dren learn how to balance 
sports and education.  For 
additional information 

visit our web site www.Zo-
diacstrack.org or contact 
President Thomas Francis 
at 718-679-2060 or Co-pres-

ident Winston Dinkins at 
914-441-6196, email WAT-
CLT@AOL.COM. 

Zodiac Track Club blessed at the Colgate Women’s Games  
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Fieldston 
Jimenez and Arianna 

Francis were mirror images 
of each other. The senior was 
perfectly capable of taking 
over a match all by herself 
and played the game with 
such fervor it was contagious 
to those around her.
OH/MH Arjeta Krasniqi,

Kennedy 
The versatile junior im-

proved off her strong sopho-
more campaign as a pres-
ence in the front and back 
row. Krasniqi pounded out 
89 kills and recorded 62 digs 
in PSAL play. 

S/L Shefkije Zariqi,
Kennedy  

Zariqi was the Knights 
unquestioned emotional 
leader. The junior did a little 
bit of everything. She dished 
out 211 assists, recorded 64 
digs and also had 25 aces in 
PSAL play. 

OH Dominquez Watt,
Bronx Science

Watt was the other half 
of a dangerous duo formed 
with Mary Platt in front of 
the net. She took on a num-
ber of responsibilities in-
cluding one of the team’s top 
servers. 

 MH Rachel Lander,
Horace Mann 

The two-sport star is 
a dominant figured around 
the net because of her 6-foot-
1 frame and athletic ability. 
The senior has turned her-
self into one of the Ivy’s most 
consistent players. 

OH Salveira Gonzalez,
Riverdale/Kingsbridge

The athletic senior did 
a little bit of everything on 
the court for the Tigers, who 
reach the PSAL Class B fi-
nal. She had 91 kills and was 
the teams top server 

OH Victoria Sorrell,
Preston

Sorrell turned herself 
into one of the city’s most 
feared hitters. She capped 
her career with a stellar ef-
fort in the CHSAA Class A 
city final by delivering 21 
kills   

Honorable Mention
OH Giulia Fiegenbaum,
Riverdale/Kingsbridge

OH Colleen Kallop,
Cardinal Spellman 
S Abby Kingsberg,

Fieldston 
OH Nakora Kowal,

Bronx Science 
S Jozefina Mazija,

Columbus 
OH Isa Moise,
Horace Mann
L Rowyn Paul,

Fieldston
OH Annelis Santos,

Walton 
OH Alexis Robles,

Kennedy 
OH Ana Rodriguez,

St. Catharine 

from Page 33

All-Bronx Girls
Volleyball honors 

have too much 
Tebow.”

Well I’ve had enough 
Tebow, enough Ryan, 
enough Tannenbaum, 
and anything else green 
(except money of course).

I think John Gruden 
had it nailed when he 
commented about a TV 
picture showing Tony 
Sparano diagramming a 
play for Jet QB’s. He said 
that sort of thing should 
have been settled during 
training camp not during 
a game.

JETS, JETS, JETS- 
JOKE! JOKE!JOKE! 

The Jets Are 
Football’s Red Sox

Tony Masserotti (Bos-
ton Globe)said, “The Red 
Sox had Bobby Valentine. 
The Jets had Tim Tebow.                                                                                                          
When you get right down 
to it, what’s the difference?                                                     
Each was a bill of goods.                                                                                                       
In the case of Tebow, he is 
hardly to blame for what 
has befallen the Jets. Like 
Valentine, Tebow was 
the pawn in an internal 

struggle between owner-
ship and on-field opera-
tions. One side wanted 
him and the other did not. 
In the end, he has become 
a symbol of everything 
that is wrong with the 
Jets, of the kind of orga-
nizational dysfunction 
that can eat at a franchise 
from within.

Headline
Dwight Perry (Se-

attle Times) quoted 
SportsPickle.com as say-
ing, “Jets to try one of 
their other third-string 
quarterbacks.”

New Jet QB
Scott Ostler (SF 

Chronicle) told us that 
Alex Smith will be the 
starting QB for the Jets 
next season. “I got that in-
formation either from my 
Mayan swimsuit calendar 
or from a factory-second 
Chinese fortune cookie, I 
forget which. But it’s solid 
info.                 No quar-
terback is better prepared 
than Smith to withstand 
a booing, hostile fan base 
and a ruthless Gotham 

media. The tabloids can’t 
kill you if you don’t read 
‘em. 

Smith is the antidote 
to the Jets’ ailments - San-
chez’s borderline talent 
and diva-ism, and Tebow’s 
intriguing but unusable 
skill set.

 The Big Apple ready 
to rock.

No Blood- No Foul
Scott Ostler talked 

about how flopping has 
become an art form in 
the NBA. “The NBA is 
cracking down on the flop 
this season by reviewing 
games and subjecting se-
rial floppers to fines.

“Flops have no place 
in our game,” huffed NBA 
exec Stu Jackson, but 
so far only two players 
(ONLY TWO and both are 
Nets?) have been fined. 
Two! The phony fall-down 
lives on.

Chris Mullin’s solu-
tion: No call. Play on.

It’s an old problem. 
Mullin flips open his lap-
top and cues up an episode 
of ‘Red on Roundball,’ 

circa 1973. Red Auerbach, 
the late Celtics coach, 
filmed a series of three-
minute clinics that were 
aired during halftimes.

Auerbach used play-
ers to demonstrate a flop, 
then he beckoned off-cam-
era.

“Come out here, 
Mendy,” Auerbach says, 
and Hall of Fame referee 
Mendy Rudolph stepped 
onto the court to render 
the correct call.

“That should be a no-
call,” Rudolph said. “Play 
on.”

Absolutely. Do not re-
ward floppers. That was 
a problem in Auerbach’s 
time, but now it’s epidem-
ic. Mullin said when he 
first came into the league, 
refs would sneer at a flop-
per and bark, ‘Get up!’”

Weirdness
The Sports Curmud-

geon pointed out some 
incongruities in picking 
some schools for bowl 
games. “You may recall 
when the bowl game an-
nouncements came that 

Northern Illinois was on 
the hook to sell more tick-
ets to the Orange Bowl 
game than they averaged 
in home attendance this 
year. Based on the Hokies 
Blog in the Washington 
Post last week, selling 
tickets to bowl games is 
not an isolated problem 
for Northern Illinois. Ac-
cording to this entry: 

Virginia Tech is hav-
ing trouble selling tix to 
the Russell Athletic Bowl 
game between Virginia 
Tech and Rutgers to be 
held in Orlando FL on 28 
December.

Va Tech has to sell 
13.500 tickets and has 
sold less than 3000 so far 
according to the Athletic 
Director. The school faces 
a daunting task in terms 
of selling tickets because 
the face value of the ticket 
is $72 and you can find 
tickets to the same game 
on StubHub for as little 
as $4.

In 2008, Va Tech went 
to the Orange Bowl and 
only sold 3.300 tickets and 

the school lost $1.77M.
Va Tech did not come 

close to selling out its al-
lotment of tickets in 2011 
or 2012 either.

There is a comment 
on the bottom of that blog 
entry that is cogent:

‘Hmmm, a game 
with no meaning whatso-
ever played an expensive 
flight and hotels away in a 
competition between two 
teams that couldn’t care 
less about each other and 
named after the country’s 
most famous jock strap 
maker hasn’t sold a lot of 
tickets? That’s weird.’” 
Gordon Gekko said, 
“You’re walking around 
blind without a cane, pal. 
A fool and his money are 
lucky enough to get to-
gether in the first place.”

First Stats Of 
The New Year

Dwight Perry (Seattle 
Times) repeated this stat 
from Sportage.com, “The 
Kansas City Chiefs have 
drafted 10 quarterbacks 
since 1987 who combined 
for two NFL wins — none 

Pipe Dreams: The Jets are Football’s Red Sox
from Page 33



w
w

w
.b

x
t

im
e

s
.c

o
m

   
   

   
   

   
 B

R
O

N
X

 T
IM

E
S

 R
E

P
O

R
T

E
R

   
 J

a
n

. 3
-

9
, 2

0
1

3
   

  3
4 ER only at new Montefi ore

From page 1

25% of patients walking 
in would have to be trans-
ported by ambulance to a 
nearby in-patient facility if 
they require admission. 

Montefiore’s first and 
only statement on the pos-
sible purchase indicated 
that a new facility would 
“provide ambulatory sur-
gery and primary care ser-
vices, as well as full service 
emergency department.” 
No mention was made of in-
patient care.

Asked about the issue 
of ER patients winding up 
in an ambulance for fur-
ther medical help, a spokes-
woman declined to com-
ment “at this point in the 
process.”

The next major steps 
in the purchase process 
are clearing arrangements 
with a bankruptcy court to 
acquire the hospital’s as-
sets, and receive clearance 
from the state Department 
of Health.

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto said he’s con-
cerned that nearby Ein-

stein and Jacobi hospitals 
are prepared to deal with 
a possible increase in ER 
visit as changes occur at 
WSMC. 

According to the state 
Department of Health, 
WSMC’s emergency de-
partment saw 19,650 visits 
through the end of Novem-
ber 2012, of which 3,846 re-
sulted in admissions to the 
140-bed facility. 

Total emergency room 
visits at WSMC have re-
mained steady over the 
past few years, with 21,846 
through all of 2011, 22,028 
in 2010, and 21,737 in 2009 
according to state DOH 
stats.

 Throughout that time, 
though, it appears that the 
number of in-patient hos-
pitalizations has declined. 
In 2009, admissions from 
the emergency department 
to the in-patient hospital 
at WSMC was 6,283. WSMC 
cut the number of beds in 
the facility in that time, 
said Benedetto. 

The assemblyman add-
ed that he is in talks with 
unions representing hospi-

tal workers, who were cau-
tiously optimistic regard-
ing jobs. 

Another elected offi-
cial’s representative said 
he believes that some beds 
will be maintained at the 
facility to handle admis-
sions, but declined to pro-
vide any details.

 As of press time, Mon-
tefiore has not confirmed 
this or commented further.

 Community Board 
11 district manager Jer-
emy Warneke said he’s 
concerned any reduction 
in service at WSMC would 
have on nearby hospitals 
like Einstein and Jacobi, 
“But if it is a matter of 
money, what can you do? At 
some point, there is going 
to have to be some kind of 
resolution.”

Residents of the 
Westchester Square and 
Zerega community have 
renewed their calls for a 
“full-service hospital” to 
remain at the hospital, 
at St. Peter’s and St. Ray-
mond avenues, including 
Lou Rocco, president of the 
Westchester Square Civic 

Association and Zerega 
community activist Han-
nah Acampora.  

“I think if we lose the 
hospital, we are going to 

lose the emergency room as 
well,” said Rocco.

Acampora believes 
that the community should 
have more input in what 

happens to WSMC because 
Montefiore receives state 
money through HEAL 
grants, using taxpayer 
money. 

Westchester Square Hospital is due for some major changes with takeover by Montefiore Medical 
Center. 

Photo by David Cruz

place to go,” said one of Pel-
ham Grand’s new residents, 
scratching his lottery ticket 
on his way back to his new 
home at 1870 Pelham Park-
way South at St. Paul Av-
enue.   

“Living in very tran-
sient and a nomadic exis-
tence is destabilizing to 
anyone,” said Dr. Yves Ades, 
chief operating officer for 
SUS, who briefed Council-
man Jimmy Vacca, Senator 
Jeff Klein and an aide for As-
semblyman Mike Benedetto 
about the temporary move.  

SUS worked with 
the State Office of Mental 
Health in finding an empty 
location with “all the safety 
features we needed,” said 
Ades.   The building at an 
isolated section of Pelham 
Bay, is a 10-minute walk 
from the No. 6 subway stop.  

SOMH will partially 
cover rental costs for ten-

ants in the new building, 
complete with 24-hour secu-
rity, a parking lot, and a so-
cial services team on hand 
should any tenant need it.  

The new tenants, a wide 
spectrum of people who go 
to school or work, have no 
criminal background, said 
Community Board 10 chair-
man Ken Kearns.

Kearns, who also at-
tended the December meet-
ing, said he is convinced the 
tenants “will be good neigh-
bors.”  

“There won’t be a prob-
lem” said Kearns, adding 
SUS made assurances the 
facility would not be disrup-
tive to the sleepy Pelham 
Bay community, overlook-
ing a swath of the Hutchin-
son River Parkway.

Tenants will be banned 
from smoking outdoors or 
milling outside the build-
ing, he said.  

But Anita Valenti, 
head of the Pelham Bay 
Taxpayers Association, is 
still on the fence with the 
new move, hoping no prob-
lems surface from Pelham 
Grand’s tenants.

 “Time will tell,” she 
said.  

Around the neighbor-
hood Maria Aromando 
doesn’t mind recovering 
patients living their lives in 
Pelham Bay.

 “They shouldn’t live in 
the street,” said Aromando, 
an elderly woman known 
for keeping an eye out on 
the neighborhood.  

The public will get a 
chance to hear Dr. Ades 
brief the community on the 
temporary move at CB10’s 
next general board meeting 
set for Jan. 17th.  

Reach reporter Da-
vid Cruz at 718-742-3383 or 
dcruz@cnglocal.com.  

Pelham Grand to house
displayed Sandy victims

The Pelham Grand has been briefly turned into a supportive living facility housing 65 once troubled 
people.  

Photo by David Cruz
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Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)

EASY PAYMENT

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For existing non-

FOR
JUST

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 1/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ZOOM!
$399

EXPIRES 1/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

BY DR. WILLIAM WOLFSON
Dental Injuries (Part 1)

The new year is a good 
time to talk about both the 
good and not so good pos-
sibilities that come with the 
new year. Ice and snow have 
finally made it to many parts 
of our area. Slips and falls, 
snowball fights, fender bend-
ers and football are the main 
causes of tooth injury. So be-
ing prepared with the “how” 
of taking care of these inju-
ries just might save a tooth, 
and some money!

Patients suffering sig-
nificant head, neck or facial 
trauma should be evaluated 
and treated in hospital emer-
gency rooms. Such trauma 
may involve bleeding from 
the nose or ears, concussion, 
dizziness, lapse of memory, 
disorientation, severe head-
ache and earache, or break-
ing (fracture) of the skull 
and/or jaws. Most hospitals 
have on their staff oral sur-
geons who can treat frac-
tures of the upper or lower 
jaw and perform emergency 
tooth removal (dental extrac-
tions) and reconstruction of 
the dental arches.

Wear and tear of cavi-
ties and chewing hard objects 
such as pencils, ice cubes, 
nuts, and hard candies, can 
also lead to tooth fractures. 
Dental injury without associ-
ated head and neck trauma 
can be evaluated and treated 
in a dental office. Such dental 
injuries include broken (frac-
tured) teeth, teeth totally 
knocked out of the mouth, or 
teeth displaced by unexpect-
ed external forces. These den-
tal accidents may be associ-
ated with swelling of the gum 
and oral tissue. Cold packs or 
ice cubes placed either inside 
the mouth directly above the 
injured tooth, or outside on 
the cheeks or lips, can reduce 
pain and swelling before the 
patient reaches the dentist.

In a series of three arti-
cles, we will outline the kinds 
of injuries that occur, how to 
treat them, how to prevent 
them, and then there will be 
a summary. I suggest you cut 
these articles out, and keep a 
copy with your first aid kit, 
or in your medicine cabinet. 
We all hope that emergencies 
will not happen, but when 
and if they do, it is good sense 
to have instructions where 
they can be easily found.

Part 1 will discuss frac-
tures and chips, Part 2 will 
discuss the loss of a tooth 
due to injury, and part 3 will 
discuss how to avoid these in-

juries and give a summary of 
home treatments until a Den-
tist can be located.

What is a tooth fracture?  
Tooth fractures can range 
from minor (involving chip-
ping of the outer tooth layers 
called enamel and dentin) to 
severe (involving vertical, 
diagonal or horizontal frac-
tures of the root). Enamel 
and dentin are the two outer 
protective layers of the tooth. 
The enamel is the outermost 
white hard surface. The den-
tin is a yellow layer lying just 
beneath the enamel. Enamel 
and dentin both serve to pro-
tect the inner living tooth tis-
sue called the pulp. The vis-
ible 1/3 of the tooth is called 
the crown, while the remain-
ing 2/3 of the tooth buried in 
the bone is called the root. 
Dental x-rays are necessary 
in most instances to diag-
nose, locate, and measure the 
extent of tooth fracture.

What is a serious tooth 
fracture? A serious fracture 
that exposes both the dentin 
and the pulp tissue should be 
treated promptly. The tooth 
may be displaced and loose, 
and the gums may bleed. To 
prevent the loose tooth from 
falling out completely, the 
dentist can splint the loose 
tooth by bonding it to the ad-
jacent teeth to help stabilize 
it while the underlying bone 
and gums heal. Because of 
the high risk of pulp death, a 
root canal procedure is com-
monly performed during the 
first visit. Alternatively, the 
dentist may elect to only ap-
ply a anesthetizing dressing 
on the splinted tooth. The 
tooth will then be reevalu-
ated in 2-4 weeks for root ca-
nal procedure followed by a 
dental filling or crown. The 
splint is also removed at that 
time.

The most serious inju-
ries involve vertical, diago-
nal or horizontal fractures 
of the tooth roots. In most 
instances, fracture of the 
tooth root leaves the injured 
tooth very loose, thus neces-
sitating tooth extraction. The 
extracted tooth is replaced 
with a removable plate con-
taining a false tooth. Rarely, 
certain teeth with horizontal 
fractures near the tip of the 
root may not need extrac-
tion. However, root canal 
treatment for the injured 
tooth may be required in the 
future if symptoms of pulp 
death and tooth infection 
appear. Therefore, periodic 
x- rays of the fractured tooth 
are performed. What about a 

chipped tooth? 
A minor tooth fracture 

involves chipping of the 
enamel only. The tooth is not 
displaced, and there is no 
bleeding from the gums. The 
only symptom of such minor 
chipping may be sharp or 
rough tooth edges irritating 
the cheek and tongue. The 
injured tooth itself may not 
even be painful or sensitive 
to food or temperature. The 

risk of pulp injury is small, 
and treatment is not urgent. 
A small amount of orthodon-
tic wax or sugarless gum 
can be placed over the rough 
edge until the dentist can be 
reached. Definitive treatment 
usually involves placing a 
dental filling, a porcelain 
or gold crown, or a “cap” to 
protect the pulp of the tooth 
and to restore normal tooth 
contour.

What about a fracture of 
the enamel & dentin? A deep-
er fracture can involve both 
the enamel and the dentin of 
a tooth. The tooth is still not 
displaced and the gums are 
not bleeding. These deeper 

fractures may be sensitive 
to cold temperature or food. 
Prolonged exposure of dentin 
to oral bacteria can cause the 
death of the inner pulp tissue. 
Death of pulp tissue can lead 
to serious tooth infection and 
abscess. Therefore, fractures 
involving the dentin should 
be treated promptly (within 
days of the injury). Treat-
ment involves placing an 
anesthetizing cream over the 
exposed dentin, followed by a 
dental filling, a porcelain or 
gold crown, or a “cap” to pro-
tect the pulp of the tooth. A 
follow up x-ray in 3-6 months 
may be needed to be sure that 
the pulp has not died.

If the fracture has sig-
nificantly injured the pulp, 
then treatment involves ei-
ther extracting the dying 
tooth or performing a root 
canal procedure to prevent 
serious tooth infection. The 
root canal procedure is used 
to save the dying tooth from 
extraction. This procedure 
involves removing all the dy-
ing pulp tissue and replacing 
it with an inert material.

(To be continued next 
week, Tooth Loss)

Dr. William Wolfson is 
the director of  Morris Park 
Dental Associates, located 
at 960 Morris Park Ave. Call 
718-377-6453  for more info. 
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DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS
PROGRAM at Touro CollegeDMX

S TA R T  Y O U R  C A R E E R  I N  M U S I C  A N D  A U D I O  P R O D U C T I O N!

N Y S C A S
A Division of 
TOURO      COLLEGE

33 West 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010

The Digital Media Arts program at Touro College offers state-of-the-art, hands-on education in Audio 
Technolog�� �f �ou are interested in �or�ing in the �elds of audio engineering, audio production, or the 
music business, then DMX courses are for you! Upon completion of our two-semester program you 
will be awarded a certi�cate in Digital Media Arts and will ha�e earned 	
 college credits that can be 
applied towards an Associate’s degree at Touro College.
Many DMX courses are taught in our lab rooms and recording studios. Here you will spend plenty of 
time gaining hands-on e�perience using industry standard audio applications such as A�id �ro Tools, 
�ropellerhead eason and Ableton �i�e.

www.dmx.touro.edu
877-EDU-4-DMX


