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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520 o Advertise Here

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here
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Hallema and Harrisen Ahmemulic-Useinoska wear their Santa gear 
while chewing on their candy canes during the Annual Christmas Tree-
Lighting Ceremony sponsored by Assemblyman Mike Benedetto and the 
Throggs Neck Merchants Association.  On Sunday, December 2, dozens of 
kids basked in the well-decorated Christmas tree shining along Derosa 
O’Boyle Triangle.  Organizers donated 700 toys for needy children around 
the borough.  More pictures can be found on page 29.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Lehman High School is not 

going down without a fight. 
Parents and educators met 

at the Westchester Square school 
this week to hear the voice of the 
school community after the city 
Department of Education put it on 

BY DAVID CRUZ
Some east Bronx eateries 

are ready to sue the city Health 
Department, giving an F to the 
agency’s letter grade system.  

Papers are being prepared 
on behalf of the Board of Health 
Public Review Committee, a 
cadre of small-business owners 
making a living in the restaurant 
industry. 

They met at Mamma Lucia’s 
Restaurant in Locust Point on 
Dec. 3 to battle the rating system 
they say is hurting their bottom 
line and creating confusion. 

They’ve now set a 7 p.m. 
meeting there Dec. 10 to finalize 
their case and are asking eatery 
owners to join their fight.   

Launched in 2009, the city 
grading system slaps A, B, or C 
grades on storefronts, akin to 
what restaurateurs call a Scar-
lett letter that can make or break 
a business.

DOH inspectors fan out, 
making unannounced stops at 
restaurants.  

But the group feels DOH over-
steps its authority by functioning 
as a shadow agency, allowing its 
ten-member Board of Health to 
create its own rules, superseding 
the City Council.  

Their lawsuit is similar to 
a class-action suit by restaurant 
advocates over the city’s ban on 
16-ounce and larger sugary drinks 
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By Camille Sperrazza

Homemade ravioli. 
Stuffed shells. Anti-
pasto. Italian-Amer-
icans know how to 
eat — and they know 
where to shop: Bari-
no’s Market. 

This neighborhood 
store is a full-service 
deli and butcher, so 
it carries everything 
you need for your 
holiday meal. And if 
you don’t have time 
to cook, it’ll cater it, 
too. 

Just wait until 
your family tastes 
its homemade ravi-
oli, with unique fill-
ings such as grilled 

chicken and roasted 
peppers; sausage 
and peppers; porto-
bello mushrooms; 
spinach; and for 
those who like to 
stick with tradition 
— cheese. Other 
must-haves include 
penne alla vodka, 
chicken marsala, 
stuffed shells, and 
the mouthwatering 
mozzarella. Try the 
latter stuffed with 
prosciutto or figs. 

You and your 
guests will smile be-
fore the party starts, 
when you order he-
roes with fun names 
such as “The God-

father,” “The God-
son,” and “Uncle 
Tony.” Owners Moe 
Acquino and Mike 
Barrett work hard 
preparing the best-
tasting quality food, 
freeing you up so 
you can spend holi-
day time with your 
real Uncle Tony.

Barino’s Market 
[3244 Ampere Ave. be-
tween Research and 
Stadium avenues in 
Country Club, Bronx 
(718) 828–9200, www.
B a r i n o s M a r k e t .
com]. Open Mondays 
through Saturdays, 
7 am–7 pm and Sun-
days, 7 am–2 pm.

BY DAVID CRUZ
Another Bronx gas 

station has been put on no-
tice for allegedly gouging 
drivers during the Sandy-
inspired gas crisis - this 
station allegedly charging 
a whopping $10 a gallon.  

State Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman ac-
cused the Mobil station at 
3424 East Tremont Avenue 
of picking drivers wallets 
when gas was in short sup-
ply and the lines of waiting 
vehicles outrageously long.  

In one complaint, a 
desperate driver idled in 
line for over an hour only 
to hear an attendant tell 
her she would have to pay 
$50 for five gallons of gas.  

“Ripping off New York-
ers is against the law,” Sch-
neiderman said, adding his 
investigation will continue 
so long as the complaints 

keep pouring in.
 The Mobil station is at 

East Tremont and Bruck-
ner Expressway, next to a 
major highway connecting 
to I-95.

  The owner of the sta-
tion did not respond to re-
quests for comment.  

It is the third station 
to be under investigation 
for price-gouging during 
the post-Sandy gas cri-
sis, where the commodity 
turned into liquid gold.

  Because dozens of sta-
tions across the city were 
shuttered - either from loss 
of power or failure to re-
ceive deliveries , Bronxites 
were forced to wait on long 
lines at stations still able to 
pump gas.

 The Lukoil/Getty sta-
tion on Pelham Parkway 
off White Plains Road and 
another Mobil station in 

East Gun Hill Road in Ol-
inville were the first two 
stations Schneiderman’s 
office looked into following 
consumer complaints.  

The Lukoil/Getty sta-
tion, for instance, hit up 
drivers with nearly $5 a 
gallon gas, well beyond the 
normal rate, which aver-
aged around $4 a gallon last 
month.  

The state sees price-
gouging as selling com-
modities for “an uncon-
scionably excessive price,” 
when there’s an “abnormal 
disruption of the market.” 

Price gougers are now 
open to civil lawsuits and 
penalties if found guilty, 
according to a spokeswom-
an for Schneiderman.  

Reach reporter David 
Cruz at 718-742-3383 and 
dcruz@cnglocal.com.  

TN gas  station on notice
for alleged price gouging

Searching for all St. 
Benedict School (in Throggs 
Neck) Alumni. 

 The school is having an 

Open Year Reunion at st. Ben’s
Open Year Reunion/Fund-
raiser on April 12th, 2013. 

Does the school know 
where to find you? For more 

information email sbsalum-
ni@stbenedictsschool.com 
or contact Fr. Norton @ the 
Rectory 718-828-3403.

Mary Queen of Peace Knights of Columbus Council #4521 donated its $1th million dollar on Sunday, 
December 2, before the council merges with the St. Benedict’s Knights of Columbus Council around the 
end of the year. The council donated approximately $150,000 to Calvary Hospital in a check presentation 
during a luncheon, with Calvary Hospital’s president Frank Calamari accepting the donation. 

Pictured are Alice Bieder (l) and Marion Corcillo (r), with Calamari accepting the check.

Photo by Patricio Robayo  

MARY QUEEN OF PEACE COUNCIL DONATES TO CALVARY
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Your Neighborhood

– Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:

(718) 597-1116
General Fax: 

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 742-3393
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Sports Phone: 

(718) 742-3393
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3386

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.
Bronx Times Reporter (USPS 
#730390) is published weekly by 
Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsid-
iary of  News Community Newspaper 
Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 2011. 
Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Office. Sub-
scriptions $8.00 per year. Postmaster, 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454. ISSN #8750-4499. MICHAEL CUOMO

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY
Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10461

DELI HOTLINE
718-863-9580
3 FT. HEROS
CATERING
PLATTERS
HOT AND COLD
FOOD TRAYS

www.giordanos-big-g.comg

 ALWAYS ON
PREMISES

 7 DAYS
A WEEK

$299
lb.

CHUCK CHOP
ALWAYS GROUND FRESH
TO ORDER - 5 LBS OR MORE

$1000CHICKEN
BREASTS
10 LBS.FOR

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

BIG G HOMEMADE
ITALIAN SAUSAGE
HOT OR SWEET

$399
lb.

CADILLAC PLAN

BOARS HEAD HAM $799
lb.

HOME MADE
ROAST BEEF

$899
lb.

LAND-O-LAKES
AMERICAN CHEESE

$499
lb.

IMPORTED FROM ITALY
PURE PECORINO ROMANO

$499
lb.

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets

2 lbs Shoulder Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef Stew

2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak

2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts

2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage

2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

$10995ALL THIS FOR

16-20 CT $999
lb.

JUMBO
SHRIMP

$399
lb.

TILAPIA
FILLET
COLD WATER CANADIAN

LOBSTER TAILS
4 OZ.

$699
EACH.

CLEANED

2 LB. BAG

31-40 CT

$999
lb.

LARGE
SHRIMP

FISH

NEW

LOW
MILK

PRICES

DELI

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY NEEDS

SPLIT

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$7995

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Chuck Chopped
2 lbs Italian Sausage
6 lbs Chicken
3 pcs. Club Steak
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

ALL THIS FOR

WOW THE BEST OF EVERYTHING
1 Top Round London Broil (1”)
1 lb Veal Cutlets
1 1/2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
6 Pcs. Center Cut
             Pork Chops (3/4” thick)
1 1/2 lbs Sirloin Chop Meat

$4995
ALL THIS FOR

$8595

5 Pieces Shell Steak
1 1/2 lbs Veal Cutlets
3 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
6 lbs Chicken (2)
3 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

5 PEOPLE CAN EAT FOR 5 DAYS

BACON
BUY 1 GET 1

FREE

LOBSTER TAILS
BUY 4 4oz CANADIAN 

GET 1 FREE

5 $75

Game Day with Santa was held on Saturday, December 1. The event is sponsored by Mommy’s Mingle’s 
co-founders Christina and Rebecca and features a toy drive to support local children of the Women’s 
Battered Shelter. Nearly 75 children came out to support this event and donate a toy for a child in 
need. John Collazzi, owner of Scott Place Cafe, opened his doors to for the second year in a row! Santa 
stopped by to greet the children and thank them for being helpers!

(Above) Brandon (7) and Randol (6) Cespedes with Santa.

The Bronx Times Re-
porter will publish your an-
nouncements. 

Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd St., Bronx, NY 10454, 
or email Bronxtimes@aol.
com. 

In Memory
Happy birthday in 

heaven to Michael Cuomo. 
Your second year in heaven 
- you are missed so much. 

Stay close to Mark and your 
Dad in heaven. Love you. 
Always in our hearts, Mom, 
Rose Mary, Paul and fam-
ily.

Happy birthday in 
heaven to Michael Cuomo. 
We love and miss you very 
much. Rest in peace. Tell 
Mark and your Dad I love 
them, and miss them very 
much. Love you, Michael. 
Aunt Katie, Uncle Vito, Ma-
rie and Peter.

Performers Edge 
Dance Academy
The month of November 

has been filled with great 
excitement and experienc-
es for the PEDA company 
dancers. After the devasta-
tion that was brought upon 
us by hurricane Sandy the 
students decided to make a 
collection to help those in 
need. Within one week the 
parents were able to empty 
the collection box and make 
three separate drop offs that 
would be sent to Staten Is-
land. The collection contin-
ues in the studio waiting for 

GAME DAY WITH SANTA AT SCOTT PLACE CAFE

the next drop off. We are so 
proud of these young danc-
ers for always giving back to 
those in need. Also during 
the Breast Cancer aware-
ness week all the dancers 
came to class wearing pink 
attire to honor those survi-
vors and remember those 
that lost their battle. 

The excitement began 
on the weekend of Novem-
ber 9th when Miss Stefanie 
Salaman  flew to Virginia 
to judge the cast of Dance 
Moms at In10sity Dance 
Competition. At that time 
she was surprised by three 
of her students,  Shari Al-
ston, Laurielle Echevarria 
and Danielle Medici who 
came to watch the competi-
tion. The girls were so excit-
ed to watch the young cast 
of Dance Moms compete as 
well as watch their teacher 
judge. Its great to know that 

their teacher/mentor is 
qualified with a great repu-
tation in the dance industry 
and they were able to join 
her for this amazing expe-
rience. On Sunday the girls 
headed over to Studio Bleu 
in Virginia to take a master 
class with the famous Abby 
Lee Miller. Abby Lee rec-
ognized the talent on these 
girls passing a remark that 
the New York girls must 
attend an amazing school 
because their technique 
was flawless. Both Shari 
and Danielle were awarded 
scholarships to attend the 
Abby Lee Dance Company 
summer intensive in Pitts-
burgh during this upcom-
ing summer for Free. 

The weekend of No-
vember 17th and 18th the 
company dancers attended 
In10sity’s workshop in Suf-
fern N.Y. with amazing cho-

reographers such as Shan-
non Mather, Talia Fava and 
Ricky Lam to name a few. 
The weekend was amaz-
ing but only got better. On 
Sunday after taking classes 
all morning in Suffern the 
dancers were invited to 
Manhattan Center Studios 
to attend the taping of Dance 
Moms pre-season episode. 
The dancers met Abby Lee 
Miller, the dancers and the 
Dance Moms. With recogni-
tion from some of the most 
amazing and inspiring cho-
reographers these dancers 
were on a cloud. They want 
to thank Miss Stefanie and 
the rest of their teachers at 
PEDA for making them the 
dancers they are. Miss Ste-
fanie teaches all the dancers 
although others may wish us 
bad we can hold our head up 
high because Good karma 
will always come our way. 
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Dedicated to providing the finest quality of care and promoting an optimal level of functioning for each resident 
in a homelike environment which encourages individuality and fosters dignity and comfort.

State of the Art Rehabilitation Suite 
with All Modern Equipment

Extensive Short Term Rehab/Long Term 
Skilled Nursing Care

Primary Care Physicians on Site/Wide 
Range of Consulting Physicians

Wound Care/IV Therapy/ Tracheostomy 
Care/Hospice Care

On staff Psychiatrists & Psychologists

Spanish Speaking Unit & Staff

Resident & Family Council

Religious & Spiritual Programs

Regular Trips, Live Entertainment

Computers with Internet Access – 
Wii Sports Program

Complete Hair Salon Services on premises

Family Transportation upon Request

718-379-8100, ext. 473/446
Fax: 718-379-4018

For more information or 
to schedule a tour of our newly 
renovated facility please contact 
our Admissions Department:

3 1 5 5  G r a c e  A v e n u e   B r o n x ,  N Y  1 0 4 6 9

W o r k m e n ’ s  C i r c l e  M u l t i C a r e  C e n t e r
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An All You Can Eat Sunday Brunch
11:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Includes Unlimited Red/White Wine or FREE Mimosas

$19.95
ADULTS

$12.95
CHILDREN

Followed by
Singer/Songwriter Showcase
2 Sets – 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Sunday, December 9

Katie Pearlman 
& Cathy Greger

Sunday, December 16

Rich Deans

HAPPY HOUR
Monday-Friday 4:00 PM – 7:00 PM

All Domestic & Imported Beers & Wine ½ Price
Heineken, Corona  $2.75

Coors Light, Budweiser  $2.50
Merlot, Cabernet, Pinot Noir, Chianti,

Pinot Grigio, Chardonnay  $2.75 a glass

Featuring Live Music

Lunch Specials Daily

  BEAUTIFUL PARTY ROOM
  CAN ACCOMMODATE UP TO 37 PEOPLE
  WE CAN PROVIDE ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
  DECEMBER & JANUARY DATES STILL AVAILBLE
  REASONABLY PRICED
  CALL 718.684.2326

Plan Your Next 
Party With Us!

SILVER
JEWELRY

SALE
SILVER - JEWELRY - GIFTS

3604 B E. Tremont Avenue

718-684-1158

ADDITIONAL

VOLUME
DISCOUNTS

718.684.2326

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
Dawn Martinez’s two 

young children are finally 
sleeping in their own beds 
again.

Hurricane Sandy 
took care of their old beds, 
flooding out their down-
stairs rental apartment in 
Locust Point, just below the 
Throgs Neck Bridge.

Several fellow neigh-

bors along Tierney Place 
where Martinez lives also 
suffered major damage 
when the storm pushed 
the waters of Eastchester 
Bay over the seawall be-
hind houses on the south 
side of the block, flooding 
local streets, basements 
and ground floors of homes 
there.

Martinez, who had to 
move with her son Xavier, 
12, and daughter Destiny, 
9, upstairs to her parents’ 
rental apartment, said that 
when she walked into her 
apartment the morning af-
ter the storm “everything 
was broken and floating. 
I just couldn’t believe my 
eyes. I just started to cry. 
Everything was gone.”

With three feet of wa-
ter flooding in, she said 
everything - walls, floors 
- had to be replaced “from 
scratch.”

Martinez, who had no 
renters insurance, found 
two Good Samaritans in 
state Senator Jeff Klein 
and Eric Stechler,  owner of 
Corner Furniture on White 
Plains Road in Allerton, 
who arrived outside her 
place on Friday, Nov. 30.

Stekler brought his 
furniture truck, loaded 
with two brand new cap-
tain’s beds and mattresses, 
a dinette set and other fur-
niture to help make Dawn’s 
now cleaned up - basically 
renovated - apartment a 
real home again.

One of Klein’s staffers, 
Mike Grubiak, was a fellow 
classmate with Stechler 
and reached out to him for 

help, which Szechler did 
more than willingly.

“This opportunity 
came up, and we were more 
than happy to do it,” said 
Stechler.

Klein was also out on 
Tierney Place right after 
the storm, bringing a city 
Sanitation truck and crew 
with him to help clean up 
the debris that floated onto 
the residential street from 
the storm.

He’s been working 
with the residents since to 
help get them back on their 
feet.

Besides helping them 
wade through a ton of red 
tape with their insurance 
companies, he’s been reach-
ing out for donations of fur-
niture and whatever else 
the local residents need.

“Thank God we haven’t 
had the same problems as 
other areas in our city. But 
at the same time, furniture 
was destroyed, homes were 
destroyed, and now a lot 
of the work that I’m doing 
is trying to help people get 
their lives back on track,” 
said Klein.

“We’ve been dealing 
with insurance issues al-
most every day,” he contin-
ued. “Sure enough, people 
have paid their insurance 
premiums - as they should 
- now insurance companies 
unfortunately don’t want 
to pay up. So we’ve been 
spending a lot of time with 
the state Department of 
Financial Services and re-
ally fighting the insurance 
companies to make sure 
they pay claims.”

Corner Furniture and Senator Klein
come to rescue after Hurricane Sandy

The Bronx Council on 
the Arts and the Hunting-
ton Free Library present a 
family-friendly, hands-on 
“Holiday Ornaments” craft 
workshop with Gail Shar-
baan on Saturday, December 
15, from 12:30 to 3 p.m. at the 
Huntington Free Library, 9 
Westchester Square, This 
workshop is free and open to 
the public. All are welcome.

In this fun-filled work-
shop, artisan Gail Sharbaan 
will show you how to cre-
ate your own holiday orna-
ments! Plenty of glitter, glue 

and cheer available. 
The family craft work-

shop series continues on 
January 19, from 12:30 to 
3 p.m., when BCA presents 
“Journal Making” with Lis 
Ortiz. New year, new be-
ginnings. Journals will be 
made of recycled items, so 
feel free to bring images, 
fabric and/or items to make 
yours extra special! 

Admission to all work-
shops is free, but space is 
limited. For information, 
call (718) 931-9500, ext. 33. 

Holiday Ornaments Workshop

State Senator Jeff Klein, who brought a city Sanitation crew to help clear debris, meeting with Locust 
Point residents shortly after Hurricane Sandy struck. He was back on Friday, Nov. 30 to bring donated 
furniture to one of the victims.
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BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Wondering what time 

a bus will show up is a 
thing of the past for Bronx-
ites, thanks to new technol-
ogy from the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.

The MTA’s live bus 
tracking service, MTA Bus 
Time, has recently expand-
ed to all 54 bus routes in the 
Bronx. 

Riders can now get the 
locations of buses in real 
time on their smart phones, 
web and through text mes-
saging. 

Twenty-five of the bus 
routes using the tracking 
device also cross borough 
lines to serve Harlem, 
Washington Heights, In-
wood in Upper Manhattan, 
Midtown and Downtown 
Manhattan, Flushing, 
Queens, and Yonkers.

“Bus Time will com-
pletely change the way you 
use the bus,” said MTA 
Chairman and CEO Joseph  

Lhota. “Instead of wait-
ing at a bus stop in a state 
of uncertainty, now your 
phone can tell you when 
to start walking to the bus 
stop so you can get there 

right when the bus does.”
Bus Time uses loca-

tion data provided by an 
enhanced global position-
ing device mounted inside 

each bus. 
The information is 

transmitted wirelessly to a 
Bus Time server using on-
board cellular equipment. 

The server integrates 

bus location data with bus 
route info, schedules and 
map files to output the in-
formation received by bus 
customers.

The expansion more 
than doubles the size of the 
Bus Time system. Crews 
have installed enhanced 
GPS hardware in 1,034 bus-
es that operate out of five 
depots. 

Computer databases 
have added information 
about 3,355 bus stops, aug-
menting the 3,365 bus stops 
already incorporated into 
the service.

The tracking service 
can be retrieved by any 
web-enabled smart phone 
or desktop computer by go-
ing to bustime.mta.info and 
entering a bus route, in-
tersection, street address, 
landmark or bus stop code.

From there, riders will 
get a map showing them 
where buses are located 
within the specific route or 
region they have searched. 
They can then click on a 
bus stop of their choice for 
more detailed information. 

To receive tracking in-

MTA installs live bus tracking service
formation by text message, 
riders can text an intersec-
tion or street address to 
511123 from any cell phone 
to receive a message list-
ing local bus routes. They 
can then select a route and 
direction to learn the loca-
tion of the closest bus stop 
and how far away the next 
buses are. Bus distances 
are given in terms of miles 
away if the bus is far, and 
in terms of bus stops away 
if it’s close. 

Riders can also save a 
step by texting a bus stop 
code, provided online at 
Bus Time’s web site, and 
printed on the Guide-A-
Ride schedules posted at 
bus stops, or by scanning 
a QR Code printed on the 
Guide-A-Ride schedule 
posted at bus stops. 

Without touching a 
button, the smart phone 
will instantly show infor-
mation about buses ap-
proaching the stop where 

the rider is.
Because of Hurricane 

Sandy and the nor’easter, 
some bus stops do not yet 
have Guide-A-Rides show-
ing the QR Codes and bus 
stop codes, but will be up-
dated soon. 

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. said he is excit-
ed about the new system’s 
expansion to the Bronx, 
just in time for the cold 
weather. 

“This popular digital 
system is very convenient 
and will come in handy all 
year round, providing bus 
riders in our borough with 
up to the minute informa-
tion to track the real-time 
location of their bus, so 
they no longer have to rely 
on guesswork,” Diaz said. 

“I applaud the MTA for 
expanding this program to 
the Bronx and I can’t wait 
for Bronxites to start tak-
ing advantage of this ser-
vice.”

This popular digital system is very 
convenient and will come in handy 
all year round, providing bus riders 

in our borough with up-to-the-minute 
information to track the real-time 
location of their bus, so they no 

longer have to rely on guesswork
Ruben Diaz, Jr.
Borough President

Temple Hatikva is a Reform/Conservative synagogue serving the entire Jewish Community. We welcome all those who wish to worship with us.
Our goal is to provide the Jewish Community with meaningful, traditional and modern services.

Temple      Hatikva

“Understanding The Sabbath Prayerbook”

sponsored by

Latkes, Applesauce, Soufganiot, Gelt,

Dreidels, Music & More!

Bring your Children, Friends, Family & Neighbors!
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

The Bronx is REALLY in the 
house now - the state Senate, 
that is.

Tuesday’s announcement 
that Senator Jeff Klein’s break-
away Independent Democratic 
Conference had joined Senate 
Republicans to make a majority 
coalition over Senate Dems will 
likely bring funding, programs 
and legislative juice to the bor-
ough.

Former Democratic con-
ference leader Malcolm Smith 
joining the four-member IDC fold 
on Monday pretty much closed 
the deal with GOP leader Dean 
Skelos.

The Dems were only hold-
ing a razor-thin margin to begin 
with in the 63-member chamber.

Senate Dems were none 
too happy over the development, 
with spokesman Mike Murphy 
calling it “a coup against all New 
Yorkers who voted for Democrat-
ic control of the Senate.”

Smith’s defection also 
opens the door to potentially 
more Dem defections to the IDC. 

And as an African-American from 
Queens, he also breaks up the 
IDC’s white bread look and gives 
it another downstate member.

Smith has not been a happy 
camper in the Dem camp, de-
posed as Dem majority leader 
in 2009 by former Bronx Sena-
tor Pedro Espada in a deal to 
save Dem control back when the 
Four Amigos/Banditos, including 
Bronx Senator Ruben Diaz Sr., 
were blackmailing both sides of 
the aisle to swing control to ei-
ther party.

Adding to the Dems woes 
for control has been the recent 
defection of newly elected Brook-
lyn Dem Simcha Felder, who’s 
said he’ll sit with the Republican 
caucus.

The Dem leadership and 
some members have branded 
Jeff a party traitor for cozying up 
to Republican Skelos to push key 
votes through.

But Jeff’s argument is that 
whether they held a majority or 
not, the Dem conference is al-
ready badly fragmented, often 

unable to muster a unified vote 
on needed legislation that Jeff 
can negotiate with Skelos.

STIRRING THE POT
Senator Diaz loves to make 

ripples in the political pond, so 
it’s no surprise his latest Rev-
o-gram jumped into that Albany 
fray over Jeff Klein’s push for a 
three-conference coalition cham-
ber - even before Tuesday’s an-
nouncement. 

While proclaiming his loy-
alty to the Dems, the Soundview 
pol claims that “people have 
been whispering in my ear” about 
forming his own Senate Conser-
vative Conference.

Grumpy and pretty much 
sidelined since he lost his senate 
battle over same sex marriage, 
The Rev claims he counts two 
conservative Democrats and at 
least ten conservative Republi-
cans that could come together, 
especially for two upcoming hot 
button social issues:  the Wom-
an’s Reproductive Health Act, 
“which will most certainly push 
New York’s already staggering 

abortion rate even higher, and a 
controversial bill to legalize the 
medical marijuana in New York.” 

His advice? “Think very 
carefully about approving Jeff’s 
group as a third conference “be-
cause you just may be opening 
Pandora’s Box.”

PARK THIS!
City Council Transportation 

Committee chair Jimmy Vacca’s 
favorite Department of Transpor-
tation Commissioner, Janette 
(My way or the highway) Sadik-
Kahn, has done it again.

For the second year in a 
row, the commissioner responsi-
ble for more than 250 miles of bi-
cycle lanes and hundreds of lost 
parking spaces raised the fees at 
municipal parking lots around the 
city - and then had to yank them 
after jumping out of the gate too 
fast.

Turns out the fee hike, while 
in the city’s proposed budget 
modifications for the DOT, was 
never officially rubberstamped by 
the council’s finance committee.

 After Jimmy got a letter 

complaining about the increased 
fees, he got on the horn to Coun-
cil Speaker Chris Quinn, who 
got on the horn to Sadik-Kahn, 
who yada, yada....

STUPID MOVES
We’re stepping outta the 

Bronx, just to run this classic 
quote from new Brooklyn Demo-
cratic Party boss Frank Seddio.

We knew Frank as a 
straight-talking community 
board district manager and fu-
ture pol back in our Brooklyn 
days, and we see he hasn’t lost 
his touch. Or maybe he  ab-
sorbed the wit and wisdom of 
former Party Boss Meade Es-
posito - talking about the city 
Districting Commission stretch-
ing some lines a few blocks 
for former party boss and dis-
graced Assemblyman Vito Lo-
pez to run for the city council.

 “If you’re going to do some-
thing stupid,” sayeth Frank, “at 
least be smart about it.”

MADE MEN
Well, the battered Republi-

cans still rule the House of Rep-

resentatives, but two Bronx con-
gressmen recently added some 
borough juice on the Democratic 
side.

As Vice Chair of the 
House Democratic Caucus for 
the 113th Congress, Bronx/
Queens Rep. Joe Crowley 
will be the fourth-ranking Dem 
under Leader Nancy Pelosi. 
A member of the Ways and 
Means Committee, Joe’s also 
chief deputy whip in the Demo-
cratic leadership.

With redistricting, the 
seven-term rep from the 7th 
Congressional District gave up 
representing Co-op City, handing 
it back to Eliot Engel, who was 
recently named Dem co-chair of 
the foreign affairs committee.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 1 - Former Bronx 

Overall Economic Development 
Corp. head Joe Ithier.

Dec. 3 - Riverdale Assem-
blyman Jeff Dinowitz.

Dec. 5 - Morris Park As-
semblyman-elect Mark Gjonaj.
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4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY · 718.863.6363 · TOSCAMARQUEE.COM

BECOME A   
FAN ON

facebook.com/toscanyc

FOLLOW 
US ON

twitter.com/toscanyc

R E S T A U R A N T  ·  B A R  ·  L O U N G E  ·  E V E N T S C O A L  B R I C K  O V E N  P I Z Z A  S I N C E  1 9 2 2

F A S T  F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  7 1 8 . 2 3 9 . 3 3 0 0  T O S C A N Y C . C O M 

4038 East Tremont Avenue · At Miles Ave. · Throgs Neck, Bronx, NY 

Grande SERVES 6–8 $135
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 
or Chicken Francese

·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Generoso SERVES 12–15 $295
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Catering? Let Tosca Café cater your next home or office event

Office Party
SERVES 12–15 $165
· Vegetable Crudite · Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with Grilled Chicken Breast
· Fresh Fruit Platter
· Fresh Baked Bread, Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Family Style
SERVES 12–15 $195
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted 
Peppers & Fresh Basil

· Clams Oreganata
· Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Game Day 
SERVES 12–15 $195
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti
with Meat Balls

· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Nonno Mia
SERVES 12–15 $180
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive,
Radicchio Salad

· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

The Italian Job
SERVES 15–20 $290
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

House Party
SERVES 12–15 $230
· Shrimp Cocktail
· Clams Oreganata
· Fusilli Al Alvina
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Caesar Salad
· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY, NEW YEARS EVE AND NEW YEARS DAY

FULL CATERING MENU 
AVAILABLE AT 

TOSCANYC.COM

SATURDAY,DECEMBER 31,8:30PM–1:30AM
2 LEVELS OF LIVE DJ SERG ENTERTAINMENT INCLUDING 

OUR ROOFTOP · COCKTAIL HOUR · FULL BUFFET 
OPEN BAR · FLAVORED MARTINIS · CHAMPAGNE

HATS AND NOISE MAKERS · VALET PARKING 
LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE

$100 PER PERSON 
INCLUDES TAX AND GRATUITY

PRESALE UNTIL DECEMBER 24
$120 WEEK OF 

DECEMBER 25–31
CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 

SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.
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40th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 10th, 11:55 a.m. 

– 370 East 149 St. Authorities 
launched a search for the person 
who robbed a neighborhood bank. 
The thief robbed the Hub branch of 
Emigrant Saving Bank but escaped 
with a packet of bait money besides 
some additional cash. A search of 
the area did not provide any help 
for police officers. 

SUN, NOV. 11th, 5:10 a.m. – 
Third Ave. and East 138 St. Police 
investigators were called to the 
emergency room at Lincoln Medi-
cal Center. A Hispanic male walked 
into the hospital seeking assistance 
for a bullet wound to the right leg. 
Medical assistance was provided 
by the emergency room staff as 
police started the inquiry.

TUES, NOV. 13th, 5:40 p.m. – 
Westchester Ave. and East 156 St. 
Police investigators were called to 
the emergency room at Lincoln 
Medical Center on East 149 St. A 25 
year old Hispanic man appeared 
at Lincoln Medical Center looking 
for help. The man had been shot in 
the right foot. Detectives from the 
Alexander Ave Squad are conduct-
ing the inquiry. 

WED, NOV. 14th, 10:50 p.m. 
– 780 East St. Ann’s Ave. A suspect 
was arrested as police looked into 
an attack on a 28 year old Hispanic 
male. The man had been stabbed 
in the shoulder apparently by his 
wife. The injured victim was taken 
to Lincoln Medical Center for treat-
ment as police officials processed 
the culprit’s arrest. 

FRI, NOV. 16th, 8:20 p.m. – 
388 East 141 St. Police were called 
to Lincoln Medical Center after 
a male who was stabbed in the 
chest appeared at the hospital 
seeking help. Police arriving at the 
hospital found a male who entered 
the hospital on his own power suf-
fering from the chest wound. Local 
detectives are assigned to conduct 
the inquiry.  

41st PCT.
SUN, NOV. 11th, 2:10 p.m. – 

1264 Randall Ave. An inquiry was 
launched after authorities learned 
of a shooting. The male victim was 
suffering from a bullet wound to 
the left leg. Local detectives are 
handling the inquiry. 

SUN, NOV. 11th, 8:15 p.m. – 
Bryant Ave. and Garrison Ave. A 16 
year old girl was fighting for her 
life after being shot in the Hunts 
Point community. The girl was 
traveling with some friends when 
her group was approached by a 
second group of girls. The second 
group of girls was tailing the first 
group witnesses told investigators.  
The second group approached the 
first group from the rear of the first 
group. After a verbal conversation, 
a shot rang out with the bullet rip-
ping into the chest of a 16 year old 
girl from the first group. The young 
Hispanic victim was transported to 
Lincoln Medical Center in critical 
condition. 

THURS, NOV. 15th, 11:30 a.m. 
– 600 Food Center Drive. First re-
sponders were called into the Hunts 
Point community after a body was 
spotted floating in the water near 

the eastern section of the peninsu-
la. Police officers removed the body 
from the East River. Now detectives 
have to identify the victim and the 
Medical Examiner’s staff deter-
mines how the victim died.  

42nd PCT.
MON, NOV. 12th, 3:00 a.m. – 

805 Jennings Ave. Police are look-
ing for four Hispanic males who 
fled with the victim’s vehicle. The 
four culprits forced their way into 
the victim’s home assaulting the 
occupant. The culprits also fled 
with an assortment of jewelry be-
sides the vehicle. The injured vic-
tim was taken to Lincoln Medical 
Center for treatment. 

THURS, NOV. 15th, 5:20 a.m. 
– A male suspect was arrested by 
police officers looking into a re-
ported rape. The victim provided 
authorities with sufficient informa-
tion that the victim’s former boy-
friend was arrested. The man was 
charged with choking the woman 
besides forcible rape. 

THURS, NOV. 15th, 11:10 
a.m. – Police investigators were 
summoned to Bronx Lebanon 
Hospital. A 4 month old baby was 
transported to the hospital in criti-
cal condition. The baby died and 
the Medical Examiner’s office was 
requested to check on the cause of 
death. Officials indicated that the 
cause of death was SIDS. 

THURS, NOV. 15th, 11:10 p.m. 
– Brooke Ave. and East 167 St. Po-
lice officers removed a handgun 
from a Hispanic teenager. Arrest-
ing officers found a 32-caliber re-
volver in the possession of an 18 
year old male. 

43rd PCT.
SUN, NOV. 11th, 4:25 a.m. – 

1447 Leland Ave. Investigators are 
looking into a report that a person 
was assaulted during a home inva-
sion. The unknown attacker en-
tered the home and attacked the 
victim. The thief was able to flee 
with a cellphone in addition to the 
victim’s wallet. 

SUN, NOV. 11th, 6:45 a.m. – 
Harrod Ave. A male was arrested 
by responding police officers. 
The suspect was charged with at-
tempting to strangle his wife.  

SUN, NOV. 11th, 11:45 a.m. – 
20 Metropolitan  Oval. Police were 
summon to the Parkchester com-
munity. Police investigators are 
looking into the death of a 38 year 
old person. Detectives will wait to 
see if the Medical Examiner’s office 
determines if the death was suspi-
cious. 

SUN, NOV. 11th, 5:05 p.m. 
– Lafayette Ave. and Sound View 
Ave. A search was conducted for 
a male who discharged a gun. Po-
lice officers who were sent to the 

scene were unable to find any vic-
tims or damage.  

44th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 10th, 8:45 p.m. – 

1055 Anderson Ave. A suspect was 
arrested as police looked into a 
robbery. Posing as police officers 
in the High Bridge area after three 
Hispanic males committed a rob-
bery. Responding police officers 
arrested a suspect and found him 
in possession of a police badge 
from a law enforcement agency lo-
cated in another state. The search 
is still underway for the remaind-
ing members of the robbery team.

SAT, NOV. 10th, 10:00 p.m. 
– 1125 Grant Ave. Police investiga-
tors are looking into a shooting 
of a black male. The male victim 
was transported to Lincoln Medi-
cal Center suffering from a bullet 
wound to the left leg. The victim 
was transported to the hospital by 
a private vehicle. 

SUN, NOV. 11th, 9:30 p.m. – 
East 166 St. and Grant Ave. Another 
teenager was found in possession 
of a gun. This time a 16 year old 
black male was arrested as police 
officers removed a 38-caliber re-
volver from the teen. The gun was 
vouchered as evidence pending 
the teen’s hearing.

45th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 10th, 3:55 a.m. 

– Revere Ave. and Harding Ave. 
A 15 year old Hispanic male was 
nabbed by police officer early in 
the morning in the Throggs Neck 
area armed with a gun. Taken away 
from the boy was a 22-caliber hand 
gun which was vouchered by the 
arresting officers. 

46th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 10th, 6:10 a.m. – 

Police investigators are looking 
for a black male possibly in his late 
twenties or early thirties. The man 
is wanted by officials for questing 
concerning a sexually attack on an 
older woman. A 50 year old black 
woman had gone to Bronx Leba-
non Hospital seeking medical at-
tention after being raped. Police 
were summoned by hospital offi-
cials and the inquiry started. 

MON, NOV. 12th, 3:00 p.m. 
– 176 St. and Jerome Ave. A black 
male escaped after stabbing a fe-
male twice authorities indicated. 
The man stabbed his former girl-
friend once in the lower back and 
the second wound was to the ear. 
The woman was transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital for medical care. 

47th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 10th, 12:20 a.m. 

– 740 East Gun Hill Rd. Police are 

looking for the person who used a 
stun gun on a crime victim. Appar-
ently during the commission of a 
robbery, the unknown culprit fired 
a stun gun at the victim. 

MON, NOV. 12th, 10:25 a.m. 
– Police investigators are looking 
for the person who fired a gun sev-
eral times. Arriving police officers 
found evidence indicating that at 
least three bullets had been fired. 
No injuries were reported, by dam-
aged property was found. 

MON, NOV. 12th, 5:40 p.m. 
– Holland Ave. and East 215 St. A 
teen was arrested as police offi-
cers recovered another gun off of 
Bronx streets this time in the Wil-
liamsbridge community. A 19 year 
old black male was found in pos-
session of a 25-caliber pistol. The 
gun was taken away from the teen 
and vouchered as evidence.

MON, NOV. 12th, 8:25 a.m. – 
761 East 237 St. A search was con-
ducted for two black males. The 
unknown pair entered the home 
surprising the female occupant. At 
gunpoint the two culprits fled with 
a gold necklace. 

TUES, NOV. 13th, 2:00 a.m. 
– 3915 Carpenter Ave. Authorities 
are looking into a shooting. A 32 
year old Hispanic male was taken 
to Jacobi Medical Center suffering 
from a bullet wound to the left leg. 
Local detectives are handling the 
inquiry. 

TUES, NOV. 13th, 2:00 p.m. – 
Baychester Ave. and Stang Ave. Po-
lice officers arrested a suspect but 
were unable to locate a weapon. 
Damage to three vehicles were 
spotted by officers looking into 
the incident, but were unable to 
locate any victims.  

WED, NOV. 14th, 6:20 p.m. – 
3617 Eastchester Rd. Specialized 
police officers were needed after 
a person decided to keep law en-
forcement officials at bay for a while. 
Police officers from the Emergency 
Service Squad requested additional 
help not only from their own units 
but also from the Hostage Negotia-
tions Team and personnel from the 
Technical Assistance and Response 
Unit after the unnamed person 
decided to barricade themselves 
with in a structure. Police officials 
were able to communicate with 
the emotionally upset person and 
were able to gain custody of the in-
dividual without any injuries being 
reported.

THURS, NOV. 15th, 6:25 p.m. 
– 3203 Mickle Ave. The emergency 
room staff at Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter treated a black male who had 
been shot in the leg. Local detec-
tives are handling the inquiry. 

FRI, NOV. 16th, 4:30 p.m. – 
1021 East Gun Hill Rd. Police look-
ing into a commercial robbery 
got a good lead. One of the three 
suspects was arrested as authori-
ties still continue to search for the 

other two culprits. Six civilian vic-
tims were treated for lacerations 
to their foreheads. Police investi-
gators were also able to recover a 
357-caliber handgun. 

49th PCT.
MON, NOV. 12th, 8:00 a.m. – 

2045 Holland Ave. Police officers 
searched for three armed His-
panic males. The culprits pushed 
their way into an apartment at 
gunpoint. They fled with over five 
thousand dollars, a cellphone, in 
addition to a collection of jewelry. 

THURS, NOV. 15th, 12:05 p.m. 
– 2121 Eastchester Rd. A 20 year old 
black male was arrested after be-
ing found with a 9-mm pistol. The 
gun was vouched as evidence. 

50th PCT.
WED, NOV. 14th, 8:15 a.m. – 

6015 Riverdale Ave. Police officers 
were called to the north end of the 
Riverdale community after bias 
comment were discovered. The 
comments were written on a door 
of the local Synagogue. Detectives 
are looking for the culprit. 

THURS, NOV. 15th, 10:20 a.m. 
– Broadway and West 231 St. De-
tectives are looking into a report 
that an armed robbery occurred. 
No reported injuries. 

52nd PCT. 
SAT, NOV. 10th, 2:45 a.m. 

–3180 Villa Ave. Authorities are 
looking for three Hispanic males. 
The unknown trio attempted to 
rob the occupant of an apartment 
in the Bedford Park community. 
The three culprits slashed the oc-
cupant on the left forearm during 
the break-in.  

WED, NOV. 14th, 10:10 p.m. – 
320 East 197 St. Police are looking 
into a home invasion. Two Hispan-
ic males entered the home display-
ing a gun. The unknown pair fled 
with a television and other elec-
tronic equipment.  

Transit
SUN, NOV. 11th, 4:00 p.m. – 

Webster Ave. and East 169 St. Police 
were summoned to a crime scene 
aboard a city bus. The unknown 
suspect entered the bus through 
the back-door and proceeded to 
stab the male victim in the chest. 
The injured male was transported 
to Lincoln Medical Center as police 
gathered information about the 
incident.   

Housing
SAT, NOV. 10th, 12:35 a.m. 

- An inquiry was launched by 
Housing PSA # 7 when authorities 
learned that a three year old child 
had been came a crime victim. The 
young child was sexually assaulted 
apparently by a 17 year old rela-
tive. The incident is under investi-
gation.

SUN, NOV. 11th, 2:10 p.m. – 
1264 Randall Ave. Police investiga-
tors are looking into an incident 
where a male had been shot. Police 
officers from Housing’s PSA # 8 are 
working with detectives from the 
43rd Pct. Squad on this caper. The 

injured man was suffering from a 
bullet wound to the leg when he 
arrived at Jacobi Medical Center. 

SUN, NOV. 11th, 7:00 p.m. 
– 2120 Randall Ave. A search was 
conducted for the man who as-
saulted a basketball player. The 
male victim was in the process of 
playing a basketball game when 
an unknown male approached. 
The basketball player was slashed 
in the left side of the neck. The in-
jured male left the field and went 
for medical assistance at Lincoln 
Medical Center. Detectives from 
the 43rd Pct. are working with po-
lice officers from Housing’s PSA # 8 
on this incident. 

Fire Log
SAT, NOV. 10th, 5:45 p.m. – 

3455 Baychester Ave. Fire officials 
indicated that three civilians re-
ceived minor injuries during a fire 
that damaged a vehicle repair facil-
ity. Based on information being re-
ceived Bronx Fire Alarm Dispatch-
ers sent four engines companies, 
two ladders, a rescue, and a squad 
before the first fire units arrived at 
the scene. Callers indicated that 
the firefighters would be faced 
with a serious situation upon their 
arrival. Engine 38 was the first unit 
to arrive and confirmed the call-
er’s information. A hose line was 
stretched and placed into opera-
tion as ladder crews started their 
searches. The three civilians were 
provided with first aid prior to be-
ing transported to a local hospital. 
The fire was declared under con-
trol at 6:04 p.m. 

MON, NOV. 12th, 5:50 p.m. 
– 220 Surf Dr. The Bronx Fire Com-
munications Center received a 
report of a possible fire in the Clas-
sion Point section. The blaze was 
reported to be in a residential de-
velopment near Sound View Ave. 
and Stephens Ave. on the second 
floor of a three story dwelling. First 
arriving firefighters indicated that 
indeed there was the potential of 
a working fire, and additional units 
were dispatched. Shortly after 6 
p.m. Battalion 3 reported that the 
main body of fire had darkened 
down and searches were ongoing. 
The fire situation was changed to 
probably will hold. The incident 
was declared under control within 
a few minutes.  

FRI, NOV. 16th, 3:48 p.m. – 
1866 Gleason Ave. Firefighters 
raced from several stations to bat-
tle a fire in a private home. Smoke-
eaters arriving at the dwelling 
located the blaze on the second 
floor of the two story dwelling. Ad-
ditional help was requested which 
included the response of a dozen 
fire units bringing some sixty fire-
fighters to the site. Shortly before 
4 p.m. a second request was made 
for additional help as Engine 82 
and Tower Ladder 58 responded 
to fill out that request. Shortly 
after 4 p.m., a second alarm was 
sounded which brought another 
thirty firefighters to assist. The 
fire had gained possession of the 
cockloft area and had spread to an 
adjacent building. Additional hose 
lines were placed into operation 
prior to the fire being totally de-
clared under control.  
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eighth ANNUAL Sparklingthe HeartofFordhamSparklingthe HeartofFordham

SCAN THIS 
QR CODE

GET10%OFF 
SHOPFORDHAM
GET10%OFF 
SHOPFORDHAM
from december7-December23,2012from december7-December23,2012

ANGELS 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
WWW.FORDHAMROADBID.ORG

(718)562-2104

OUR 
SPONSORS 
INCLUDE: N Y C  C O U N C I L M A N  J O E L  R I V E R A      N Y C  C O U N C I L M A N  F E R N A N D O  C A B R E R A      N Y S  A S S E M B L Y M A N  N E L S O N  C A S T R O

1 STOP SHOP 
WIRELESS
215 E Fordham Rd
15% OFF PHONES & 
35% OFF ACCESSORIES

1800FIX.COM
114 E Fordham Rd
www.1800fix.com

3 FLOOR 
DEPARTMENT STORE
350 E Fordham Rd
LEATHER AND OUTERWEAR ONLY

4 EVER SHOES 
10 E Fordham Rd 

AT&T MOBILITY
381 E Fordham Rd
www.att.com/wireless

AUDIO TOWN
4 E Fordham Rd

BEST ITALIAN PIZZA
200-202 E Fordham Rd

BEST PERFUME PLUS
129 E Fordham Rd
www.quickperfumes.com 

B&H JEWELRY
2496 Grand Conc

BIG JAKES JEWELRY
386 E Fordham Rd

BOOST MOBILE
261 E Fordham Rd

BRONX LADIES 
CLOTHING OUTLET
256 E Fordham Rd

BUBUZ INK
315 E Kingsbridge Rd

CHECKERS
385 E Fordham Rd
www.checkers.com

COHEN’S 
FASHION OPTICAL
138 E Fordham Rd
www.cohensfashionoptical.com

COHEN’S 
GENTLE DENTAL
1 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl
www.cohensgentledental.com

COLOMBIA JEANS
LEVANTAPOMPIS 
387 E Fordham Rd
www.levantapompis.com 

CONWAY
215-223 E Fordham Rd
www.conwaystores.com 

CUNY ON THE
CONCOURSE
2501 Grand Conc, 3Fl
www.lehman.cuny.edu
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
COURSES ONLY

DIAMOND DAZZLERS
377 E Fordham Rd

EASY PICKINS
15 E Fordham Rd
360 E Fordham Rd
www.easypickins.com 
ONLY FOR STUDENTS 
AND THEY MUST SHOW IDS

ELECTRONIC
OUTLET STORES
330 E Fordham Rd
www.electronicoutletstores.com 

EMBODE BOUTIQUE
316 E Fordham Rd

E-STYLE
114 E Fordham Rd

EXCLUSIVE 
CELLULAR
389 E Fordham Rd

FORDHAM DINER 
& RESTAURANT
2506 Grand Conc 

FORDHAM 
GOLD MINE CORP.
50 E Fordham Rd

GEM 
PAWNBROKERS
367 E Fordham Rd
www.gempawnbrokers.com

GEORGE JEWELRY 
CREATIONS
334 E. Fordham Rd

GG EXPRESS 
PARKING
421 E 189th Street
www.mpsparking.com 

GOLD PALACE 
JEWELRY
214 E Fordham Rd

HOT POINT
340 E Fordham Rd
www.hotpointny.com

IMPERIAL CARPET
361 E Fordham Rd
www.imperialcarpetsco.com 

INSPIRE
29 E Fordham Rd 

JACLYN’S BOUTIQUE
300 E Fordham Rd
10% OFF PURCHASES 
OF $50 OR MORE

JASCER 
NAILS SALON
314 E Kingsbridge Rd

KIDS WORLD
39 E Fordham Rd

LEGACY 
HOME FASHION 
2510-2512 Grand Conc 

LENS LAB EXPRESS 
125 E Fordham Rd 

LUCILLE ROBERTS
2449 Morris Ave, 2Fl
www.lucilleroberts.com 

MARION TATTOOS
305 E Kingsbridge Rd,2Fl
387 E Fordham Rd, 2Fl

MIRAGE 2000 
JEWELRY
336 E Fordham Rd 

MISTER SPORTS
135 E Fordham Rd

MODELL’S 
SPORTING GOODS 
31 E Fordham Rd
270 E Fordham Rd
www.modells.com 

NINE WEST OUTLET
305 E Kingsbridge Rd
www.ninewest.com

NISSAN KIDS
2483 Grand Conc

NORTH END 
WINE & LIQUOR
2509 Webster Ave
10% ON CASES OF WINE ONLY

NYC BRONX 
CLOTHING 
2490 Grand Conc 

ORIGINAL PRODUCTS 
(BOTANICA)
2486 Webster Ave
www.originalbotanica.com 

ORO-UNO JEWELRY/
PLANET MARS
COMMUNICATIONS
335 E Fordham Rd

PAY GO WIRELESS
300 E Fordham Rd

P.C. RICHARD & SON
2501 Grand Conc
www.pcrichard.com

RED DRAGON TATTOOS
390 E Fordham Rd
www.reddragontat.com 

RYAN FURNITURE
2 W Fordham Rd

SAVE-A-THON
9 E Fordham Rd

SPRINT
305-307 E Fordham Rd
www.sprint.com 

SWEETIE ANGEL’S
1 W Fordham Rd 

TOP CONCOURSE 
ELECTRONICS 
2486 Grand Conc
www.topconcourse.com

TOP SHOES
361 E Fordham Rd

UNLIMITED 
WIRELESS 
2498 Grand Conc 

URBAN EYES 
OPTICAL
390 E Fordham Rd

VENEZIA 
ACCESSORY 
STORE
305 E Kingbridge Rd

ZALES
254 E Fordham Rd
www.zales.com

SantaClaus 
on Fordham rd!

Friday, december7, 2012
6pm-8PM muller PARK

(E.Fordham & creston ave.)

Free Presents for
the first450 kids!

raffles, Prizes & Giveaways
hosted by rhina valentin

performance by:
Gloria Dei Choir

FOR CUSTOMIZED TRAVEL DIRECTIONS BY NYC TRANSIT SUBWAYS & BUSES OR METRO-NORTH RAILROAD
VISIT WWW.MTA.INFO AND USE TRIP PLANNER+

PARKING: JEROME, VALENTINE & TIEBOUT AVES, 189 STREET AT PARK & WASHINGTON AVES

TAKE THE                TO FORDHAM RD METRO-NORTH RAILROAD TO FORDHAM

Visit www.fordhamroadbid.org for info.

Bringthisadorshowyour 
metrocard

®

togetdiscounts
CERTAIN RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

www.fordhamroadbid.orgwww.fordhamroadbid.org
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Dear editor,
I am the PTA president of P.S. 304 locat-

ed at 2750 Lafayette Avenue. I wanted to let 
your readers know that we are a nominee in 
The Clorox Company’s Power a Bright Future 
grant program and are in the running to win 
up to $50,000. If we win, P.S. 304 will use this 
grant to purchase laptops for our students to 
gain access to the internet for research and 
study. 

As school budgets continue to shrink 
nationwide, the Clorox Company’s Power A 
Bright Future program was created to help 
schools fund new or ongoing programs. Our 
school budget was so severely cut this year 
that we are even hurting for paper and basic 
supplies. This grant is free money from a cor-
poration that would be a miracle to our school 
in these trying economic times. 

To help P.S. 304 win this grant, we need 
our neighbors’ votes! Each supporter can vote 
once per day through Dec. 19, until 11:59 p.m. 
EDT, at www.PowerABrightFuture.com  and 
also via text from your mobile phone:  TEXT  
1379PBF to 95248 ( standard text message, 
there is no extra cost; you may both text and 
vote online daily).

Winning this contest would be an amaz-
ing triumph for our deserving children. Please 
take a few moments to help hundreds of local 
children in your community. 

On behalf of the children, thank you!
Rita Diaz 

PS 304 PTA

SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES AND DEAD-
LINES: A copy of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising 
Rates is available on request. Display deadline is the Friday 
prior to publication. Camera ready copy deadline is the 
Monday preceding publication.
CLASSIFIED DEADLINES: To place a Classifi ed Ad 
call (718) 260-2555 or email classifi ed@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 3 p.m. Tuesday prior to publication.
LEGAL NOTICE DEADLINES: For Legal Advertising 
call (718) 260-3977 or email dwilson@cnglocal.com. 
Deadline: 12 p.m. Monday prior to publication.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address must be 
included, but will be withheld upon request. Letters should 
be as brief as possible, not exceeding 200 words.
NEWS ITEMS: Readers are welcome to suggest news 
items of interest. Call the Editorial Department at (718) 
742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@cnglocal.com.
AROUND TOWN: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be published. 
All announcements must be mailed to the Bronx Times 
Reporter 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454,  before the 
Friday preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups can have 
their special event dates announced free of charge. Mail 
should be addressed to Community Calendar and received 
no later than the Friday preceding publication.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Yearly subscriptions are $8, 
2 years for $12.00,  within Bronx county. Out of county 
subscriptions are $25.00 per year.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accompanied 
by the mailing label from your newspaper showing 
complete name, address and subscription number (top 
left corner).

Copyright © 2011  by BRONX TIMES REPORTER, 
INC. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper nor any 
part thereof may be reproduced, copied or transmitted 
in any form, electronic or mechanical, including photo-
copying, microfi lming, recording or by an information 
retrieval system without the express written permission 
of the publisher.

This copyright is extended to the design  and text 
created for advertisements. Reproduction of said adver-
tisement or any part thereof without the express written 
permission of BRONX TIMES REPORTER, INC. is 
strictly prohibited.

Founded in 1981 by
MICHAEL BENEDETTO

AND JOHN COLLAZZI

PUBLISHER:
Laura Guerriero 

DEPUTY EDITOR
Bob Kappstatter

ASSIGNMENT EDITOR
Patrick Rocchio

REPORTERS
Kirsten Sanchez

David Cruz

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Leonard Vigliotti

Diana Boschen

PRODUCTION
Mauro DeLuca

• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 
    Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce

Power A Bronx Future

Sandy’s lesson
Dear editor,
Hurricane Sandy has negatively affected 

all of New York.
Residents are not used to natural disas-

ters occurring in New York, therefore, most 
New Yorkers were not prepared for Hurricane 
Sandy.

This tragic event has made us New York-
ers realize that New York is as vulnerable to 
natural disaster as any other place.

We must all unite to figure out the best 
ways in which we can overcome future natu-
ral disasters.

It is important for everyone to always 
have necessary equipment for all kinds of nat-
ural disasters in their homes.

It is vital for people to have all their im-
portant documents and possessions always 
packed and ready in case of an emergency 
evacuation.

The city tried to help its people out by 
providing transportation to safe public places 
open to anyone who was addressed to evacu-
ate their homes, but many refused to abandon 
their homes.

We need to trust our city, as well as accept 
its help, during situations like Sandy.

New Yorkers need to start planning ways 
to be better prepared for natural disasters be-
fore they actually happen, and we also need to 
accept the city’s guidance.

Faith Veloz

Dear editor,
He won the 2008 election by an electoral 

landslide and won reelection in the same 
manner. 

Now one month after the elections, as if 
malicious misrepresentations against Presi-
dent Barack Obama weren’t bad enough be-
fore, they have now become worse.

Before and after the ‘08 election, he faced 
a mountain of false accusations and outra-
geous demands from his opposition, ranging 
from being a socialist, an Arab, a weak-link 
in foreign policy & national security, and a 
non-U.S. citizen where his GOP opponents 
constantly harassed him to show his birth 
certificate.

  Throughout the past four years, it 
became crystal clear as to what their plan 
was - to block, filibuster, and obstruct every 
progressive bill and initiative coming from 
Obama’s desk, including the jobs bill, where 
the very same congressional GOP had the gall 
to ask Obama on public airwaves “Where are 
the jobs?”

 He was also falsely accused of waging 
war against religious institutions over health 
care issues and legal matters in place long be-
fore he got into office. 

 Weeks before the 2012 election, GOP 
Presidential nominee Mitt Romney seized 
on the opportunity to politicize the attack on 
Benghazi which resulted in the death of four 
Americans and make totally untrue state-
ments.

  But as the 2012 election neared, the same 
GOP tried to arbitrarily change the rules for 
voters as means of suppressing the progres-
sive votes and disenfranchising their opposi-
tion.

  In the end, it was deja-vu for Obama: 
winning in an electoral landslide. The ma-
jority of the American people saw clearly the 
true colors and destructive path of Romney 
and Congressional GOP’s.

But the charge of right wing racism has 
emerged once again in light of statements 
made by GOP dissenters.

 As a supporter of President Obama, I’ve 
become absolutely upset at the unjust hatred 
and vile death threats made against this 
man.

 President Barack Obama is just that - the 
president of the United States, and is to be re-
spected as such, just as right wingers demand-
ed of then President Bush.

Likewise, the obstructionism, the false-
hoods, the blatant racial slurs, the assassina-
tion plots & death threats - all these injustices 
must cease as well.

  It’s about time those on the right take a 
good hard look at themselves and learn deeply 
why they’ve lost big time in this election year 
and why they’ll keep losing - because of their 
mistreatment towards and not respecting the 
rights of others.

President Barack Obama remains in of-
fice for another four years.  Learn to accept 
it!!

Michael Wilbekin

Obama bashing
Dear editor,
Re: your front-page article, “Tree killer 

caught in the ax,” November 22-28:
Thankfully, in our country a person is in-

nocent until proven guilty. Did you forget that 
in favor of what you may have thought is a 
clever headline? Instead you not only printed 
a sleazy, mean-spirited title, you then continue 
to call Mr. Burg a “a tree-killing mugger.” 

Both are beneath the reputation of your 
newspaper. Shame on you.

Toby Liederman

Hatchet job

Dear editor
Has anyone noticed the recent media blitz 

by the Empire State Development Corporation 
at taxpayers expense?

 The commercials run in heavy rotation 
several times per hour on many television sta-
tions. They have a catchy beat reminiscent of 
Bobby McFarins “Don’t Worry, Be Happy.”

 The costs rival major media buys from 
candidates running for public office.

 These frequent television ads have been 
running for weeks and have now spread to 
daily and weekly community newspapers.

 Notice that the print advertisements fail 
to include a disclaimer identifying that the 
Empire State Development Corporation is pay-
ing for this ad.

 What happened to truth in advertising? 
How many hundreds of thousands or a million 
or more dollars are being spent on these feel 
good ads promoting “Big Things Happen Here 
in New York State.”

They claim that NYS is open for busi-
ness.

 It makes no sense to run them in New 
York markets. We continue to face an 8% un-
employment rate along with 7% who have giv-
en up looking and a million more working part 
time and/or at minimum wage while looking 
for full time work and higher salaries.

 This media onslaught has done nothing 
to promote real job growth. Only the employ-
ees who work for the advertising company who 
produced and placed the media buys on televi-
sion stations and in newspapers benefited.

 Small, medium and large size companies 
based in New York can see beyond the smoke 
and mirrors. They are more likely to downsize 
than hire new employees in today’s economic 
environment.

 The net loss of jobs and businesses leav-
ing is greater than what has been created in 
New York. Our local businesses know that the 
problem is right in our own backyard. New 
York State is ranked as one of the most un-
friendly states to conduct business in. This is 
due to excessive rules, regulations and confis-
catory taxation levels.

 These television commercials and news-
paper ads should have been running out of 
state. 

Maybe they could have conned some na-
ive investors to consider buying the Brooklyn 
Bridge.

Larry Penner

Misplaced ads
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A Very Special Christmas Show 
Starring....  

Freddy Lando & Gene DiNapoli 
 

    
 

Saturday, Dec. 15th at 8:00pm 
$45.00 per person (tax and gratuity included) 

Includes: 
3 course dinner, unlimited wine, beer & soft drinks, coffee, dessert and  

A SPECTACULAR SHOW you do not want to miss!!! 
Freddy and Gene finally come together to share their holiday favorites. 

Surprise guest.... 
Good food, good company and lots of talent!! 

Bring your friends, your family and don't forget your dancing shoes!! 
�
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of Distinction

Hosted by

At the Guiding Star • 3243 Ampere Avenue, Bx.
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New Year's
Eve bash

$50
DONATION

PER PERSON

sponsored by

Schuyler Hill Civic Association
3087 Mitchell Place

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2012
8:30 PM

Hors D’oeuvres • Hot & Cold Delicious Buffett 
B.Y.O.B. • Continuous Music by DJ “Bobby Flowers”
Hats & Noisemakers • Toast at Midnight
Coffee & Dessert • Watch Ball Drop on TV

MAIL FULL PAYMENT TO: Schuyler Hill Civic Association, c/o Bob Kurz, 3079 Fearn 
Place, Bronx, NY 10465. Please include you name, address and phone number. For 
information or tickets call, 1-646-302-1744. Deadline is December 25th, 2012.

new year’s eve bash

PLEASE RESERVE ______ TICKETS @ $50 EACH FOR A TOTAL DONATION OF ______

NAME ________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE___________________________________________________________________

RESERVATION FORM - DUE BY 12/25/12

IINTRODUCING PROJECT 
CANDLE IN THE WINDOW 

 
 
 

HELP US SUPPORT OUR TROOPS. 
 

PUT A CANDLE IN YOUR WINDOW 
 

TO SHOW SUPPORT FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

AND WISH THEM A SAFE RETURN. 
 

DON’T HAVE A CANDLE ? 
 

NO PROBLEM 
 

GET ONE AT NO CHARGE AT 
 

AMERICAN LEGION POST # 1853 
2879 BUHRE AVE. 
BRONX, NY 10461 

 
Sponsored By 

 
FARENGA BROS.INC. 
FUNERAL HOME 
920 ALLERTON AVE 
BRONX, NY 10469 
(718) 654 0500 

 

      “ The Difference is in the Caring “ 

BY DAVID CRUZ
Call this cop Top Gun.
Since late summer, 

49th Precinct Police Of-
ficer Michael Munroe has 
been working the precinct, 
cultivating leads that have 
netted four firearms in the 
past three months.  That sei-
zure was followed by eight 
arrests.  

Munroe’s unusually 
high gun collars earned 
him the Four-Nine’s Cop 
of the Month award for Oc-
tober.  The distinction was 
put on hold following Super-
storm Sandy’s disruptive 
outbreak.  

But Captain Lorenzo 
(Andy) Johnson wasted no 
time at the Nov. 27 commu-
nity council meeting, giv-
ing brief remarks before 
presenting Munroe with a 
citation from Senator Jeff 
Klein’s office and his own 
maybe cop-tongue-in-cheek 
award – a gift certificate to 
Dunkin’ Donuts.  

“It feels good to be ap-
preciated for hard work,” 
said Munroe, a five-year vet-
eran whose career has been 
solely with the Four-Nine.  

Assigned to the intel-
ligence unit, a phalanx of 
plainclothes cops working 
the field, Munroe has taken 

49th Precinct names
its Cop of the Month

to digging up sources to nail 
arrests, according to John-
son.  

“Mike’s always sitting 
me down giving me intel,” 
noted Johnson.  “Doesn’t 
matter if it’s the Four-Nine, 
Four-Seven, and even in the 
40th (in the South Bronx).”  

One of those arrests 
came during a joint visit to 
Pelham Parkway Houses 

between Four-Nine officers 
and the state Division of Pa-
role in September.  

Jarrell Bland, a known 
Bloods gang member once 
booked for robbery, was 
arrested after authorities 
discovered a 9mm hand-
gun linked to the August 18 
shooting at Pelham Houses, 
one of a myriad of shooting 
incidents that plagued the 
once jewel of the Housing 
Authority’s portfolio over 

the summer.  Munroe also 
confiscated a bulletproof 
vest belonging to a police 
sergeant.  

Bland, now behind 
bars for parole violation, re-
mains a suspect in the Aug. 
18 shooting.   

Other arrests included 
two made in Bronx Park 
East, another at 2723 Barnes 
Ave., a car stop and two ar-

rests from a longtime inves-
tigation on Hone Avenue.  

This month, Munroe 
has his sights set on a new, 
undisclosed crime-ridden 
territory, sniffing about on 
the hopes of finding even 
more guns, said Johnson.  

“Hopefully in Janu-
ary I can tell you about the 
successful operation there,” 
said Johnson, addressing 
the community.  

Mike’s [Munroe] always sitting me 
down giving me intel. Doesn’t matter 
if it’s the Four-Nine, Four-Seven, and 

even in the 40th (in the South Bronx).
Lorenzo (Andy) Johnson

49th Precinct Captain

49th Precinct Police Officer Michael Munroe holds up his Cop of the Month Award, posing for a shot 
with Captain Lorenzo Johnson.

Photo by David Cruz
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Happy Holidays

 in advance! 

Order Your 

HOLIDAY TREATS

From all of us here

786 Morris Park Ave   
Bronx, New York 10462   
Tel. 718.239.9339

Struffoli
Boston Cream Pie

Pastiera
Pizza Rustica

Italian Cheese Cake
Cookie & Pastry Trays

Decorated Layer Cakes

Send a gift!  We ship &
deliver.
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By Camille Sperrazza

Talk about a celebra-
tion.

900 Park Restaurant 
rolls out the red carpet 
with a New Year’s Eve 
party that will have peo-
ple talking all year. The 
merry-making begins 
with pass-around appetiz-
ers, followed by a sitdown 
dinner of pasta, salad, 
and a choice of entree that 
includes surf and turf. 
There’s also an open bar 
and midnight champagne 
toast. Shortly after the 
clock strikes 12, a Vien-
nese table, containing an 
array of sweets and ice 
cream, will be served. Save 
room, though, because at 1 
am, you can enjoy a conti-
nental breakfast and fresh 
bagels. The party takes 
place from 8 pm to 2 am, 
and costs $100 per person, 
including tax and tip.

The restaurant is 
noted for its Italian cui-
sine, and its Sunday buffet 
brunch featuring unlim-
ited champagne, mimosa, 
bellini, and bloody Marys.  
The food is unlimited, 
too: omelets, waffles, eggs 
benedict, French toast 
with strawberries, ba-
con, sausage, grilled veg-
etables, shrimp cocktail, 
oysters, clams, mussels, 
salmon, steak, chicken, 
veal, eggplant, carving 

stations, fresh baked muf-

fins, fruit, desserts, cap-

puccino, and more, all for 

$25.95 per person. 

900 Park [900 Morris 

Park Ave. between Mor-

ris Park and Bronxdale 

Avenue in Morris Park, 

Bronx (718) 892–3830, 

www.900park.com]. Open 

Sundays through Thurs-

days, 11 am–11 pm, and 

Fridays and Saturdays, 

11–2 am.
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Live Performance By

Champagne Buffet Brunch
 Omelette Station-made to order  W e Station  Eggs Benedict  Scrambled Eggs  Bacon French
Toast with strawberries  Sausage  Homefries  Fresh Grilled Vegetables  Salads  Cold Antipasto

 Fresh and Aged Cheese  Shrimp Cocktail  Oysters  Clams  on the half shell  Mussels Marinara
 Norwegian Salmon  Steak  Chicken  Veal  Eggplant Rollantini  Chef’s Selection of Pasta

 Carving Stations  Fresh Baked Mu s  Bagels  Rolls  Croissant  Fresh Fruits  Dessert Station
 Co ee  Tea  Espresso  Cappuccino 

$25.95 per person
Children under 10 $11.95

Every Saturday & Sunday
11:30am-3:30pm

Our Regular menu is also available

Christmas Brunch with Santa
All the children will be invited to a holiday wonderland to have a picture taken

with Santa Claus and receive a gift from Santa himself
Sunday, December 16th�����������	
	���������������������������������

$2995 adults  $1900 children under 12 

Change on Me             Endless Nights
Thief of Hearts    Dream Boy/Dream Girl

By

nge on Me             Endless NightsChan
f of Hearts    Dream Boy/Dream GirlThie

Saturday December 8th, 2012
Tickets $10 Presale

$20 at door!

Cynthia
New Year’s Eve Celebration

2013
900 Morris Park Ave, Bronx, NY 10462

718.892.3830
9999999999990000000000

The night begins at 8 pm
Cocktail Hour

Followed by an Elegant Multi-Course
Sit Down Dinner

��������	
�	��������������������
����
���

Midnight Champagne Toast
$10000 per person

(includes tax & gratuties)

Open Christmas Eve
Full menu available with Holiday Specials

DJ Every Friday & Saturday nights
Gift Cards Available
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By Camille Sperrazza

Yes, you really 
can be “walking in a 
winter wonderland” 
— and dancing in it, 
too.

The Grand Ball-
room of the Surf 
Club, with its ele-
gant fireplaces and 
magnificent fish 
tanks, is all decked 
out for the holi-
days, ready to host 
its annual “Winter 
Wonderland” ex-
travaganza. Small 
business owners 
are invited to bring 
their employees and 
partake in festivi-
ties with other local 

businesses. The fun 
takes place Friday, 
Dec. 14, from 7 pm 
to midnight. Tickets 
are $65 per person. 
Guests will enjoy a 
buffet cocktail hour, 
sitdown dinner, mu-
sic, and open bar, 
with tax and tip in-
cluded. Come in to 
purchase tickets.  

On New Year’s 
Eve, ring in 2013 
with DJ Serg. Revel 
in a sitdown dinner, 
buffet cocktail hour, 
open bar and noise-
makers, for $125 per 
person. The party 
starts at 7 pm. 

Surf Club is a 

lovely Victorian 
mansion that has 
been hosting events 
like these for 20 
years. During the 
summer, there’s sea-
sonal membership 
for its cabana club, 
where members 
can enjoy the beach, 
pool, tennis courts, 
and lots more.    

Surf Club [280 
Davenport Ave. be-
tween Church Street 
and Pelham Road in 
Davenport, New Ro-
chelle (914) 633–8221, 
www.SurfClubofNe-
wRochelle.biz]. Open 
daily, 9 am–9 pm.

Bronx Zoo conducts research on reptile 
and amphibian populations in Bronx River

Scientists from the 
Wildlife Conservation So-
ciety’s Bronx Zoo have 
completed an assessment of 
reptile and amphibian pop-
ulations in the Bronx River 
from 233rd St. to Soundview 
Park.  The study was aimed 
at establishing baseline 
health levels for future anal-
yses of the wildlife living in 
New York City’s only fresh-
water river.

The data collected 
were analyzed in the Bronx 
Zoo’s Wildlife Health Cen-
ter. Some of the species en-
countered include snapping 
turtles, a painted turtle, and 
red-eared sliders (a non-na-
tive species common in the 
pet trade).

Each animal was in-
spected for visible para-
sites.  The veterinary team 
from WCS’s Department of 
Zoological Health collected 

blood samples and swabs to 
test for disease, pathogens, 
and pollutants. Small tissue 
samples were collected from 
some animals for future ge-
netic studies.

The study team, led by 
Valorie Titus, an Ecology 
PhD candidate working for 
WCS, focused on the lower 
section of the Bronx River 
from 233rd St. to the East 
River.  They trapped and re-
leased reptiles and amphib-
ians while noting species, 
location, age, and gender of 
the animals.

“Wildlife health issues 
are an important part of the 
human-wildlife interface in 
urban areas,” said Jim Bre-
heny, WCS executive vice 
president and director of the 
Bronx Zoo. “We are trying 
to gauge the overall health 
of the river system and help 
people understand the im-

portance of the river and the 
ecosystem it supports.”

Said John F. Calvelli, 
WCS executive vice presi-
dent of Public Affairs: “This 
project is one of several 
wildlife studies that WCS 
is conducting on the Bronx 
River. This important work 
is funded through a grant 
from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin-
istration. This research 
would be impossible with-
out the continued support 
from Congressman José E. 
Serrano – an invaluable sup-
porter of the restoration of 
the Bronx River and a pub-
lic servant who truly recog-
nizes that a healthy Bronx 
River is vital to both wild-
life and the community.”

Congressman José Ser-
rano is a long-time cham-
pion of the restoration of the 
Bronx River and was instru-

mental in helping secure 
a grant from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration through the 
WCS-NOAA South Bronx 
Waterfront Regional Part-
nership. This is one of sev-
eral Bronx River wildlife 
studies funded by the grant.

Said Serrano: “Having 
the Bronx River as a thriv-
ing and vibrant ecosystem 
in the center of the Bronx 
is such a treasure for our 
community and the Bronx 
Zoo has long been a criti-
cal partner in the process 
of restoring the river. This 
new research into the riv-
er’s reptile and amphibian 

populations will allow us to 
better understand the river 
and how to improve its envi-
ronment so that the people 
of the Bronx can continue to 
enjoy its natural beauty.”

The Bronx Zoo’s Depart-
ment of Herpetology along 
with veterinarians from the 
zoo’s Wildlife Health Cen-
ter worked in collaboration 
with the Bronx River Alli-
ance, the New York Botani-
cal Garden, and the New 
York City Department of 
Parks and Recreation.

Said Linda Cox, execu-
tive director, Bronx River 
Alliance: “It’s great to have 
help from a renowned scien-

tific organization like WCS 
in gathering baseline data 
about Bronx River wildlife 
populations so that we can 
measure our future prog-
ress.”

Beginning just south of 
the Kensico Dam in North 
Castle, Westchester County, 
the Bronx River travels ap-
proximately 23 miles before 
emptying into the East River. 
Almost two miles of the river 
run through the Bronx Zoo 
and New York Botanical Gar-
den. The ongoing restoration 
of the Bronx River is serving 
as a model for other projects 
that are part of the national 
Urban Waters Initiative.

Members of the WCS research team release a turtle into the Bronx River after collecting data and 
samples as part of the study of reptiles and amphibians living in the Bronx River. 

Pictured from left to right, Valarie Titus, Jonah Rothleder, Dr. John Sykes, and Mara Kraenzlin.

Photo courtesy of Julie Larsen Maher, WCS
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A new year is just around the corner and for most of us, a commitment to 
get in shape.  At Fusion Fitness our gift this holiday season is a level 
playing field to battle that bulge! 

 
Join with one of our annual packages on or before December 31st, 2012 
and get the month of January FREE.  Join on or before December 16th, 
2012 and get the rest of December FREE too!  Get started today! 

   

With Zumba, Yoga, Pilates, Indoor Cycling, Kickboxing, Toning, Boot Camp 
and cutting-edge Personal Training results are guaranteed.  
 
Fusion Fitness Clubs      3679 East Tremont Ave     718.430.0600 
fusionfitnessclubs.com 
 
Offer valid with new membership activations only. Offer not valid for existing members or members who have been cancelled for less than   
90 days  from 12/1/2012.   December free offer expires  12/16/2012. January free offer expires 12/31/2012.  Limit one per household.  
Must present ad at time of purchase.  

BATTLE HOLIDAY BULGE 

BEFORE IT BEGINS 

THE NEW FUSION FITNESS CLUBS 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The man behind a pro-

posed assisted living facil-
ity for City Island got an 
overwhelming NO! from lo-
cal residents at hearing last 
week.

Dr. Domenico Mignone 
is president of the non-profit 
Italian Hospital Society, 
which is seeking a zoning 
variance from the city Board 
of Standards and Appeals to 

build the 214-unit assisted 
living and senior residence 
at City Island Avenue and 
Schofield Street. 

But he heard near 
unanimous community tes-
timony opposing the project 
at a public hearing hosted 
by Community Board 10 
and its Housing and Zoning 
Committee on Thursday, 
Nov. 29th, before a standing-
room-only crowd at the City 

Island Community Center. 
The project was op-

posed on the basis of ev-
erything from what some 
believe is the negating of 
the Special City Island Dis-
trict enacted more than 
three decades ago to what 
many residents felt was the 
high-density of the project. 
As currently proposed, it 
would be almost two and 
half times City Island’s com-
mercial and industrial use 
requirements. “I was not 
surprised,” Mignone said, 
just after two separate votes 
by the Housing and Zoning 
Committee to not support a 
zoning variance. 

Mignone, however, 
questioned the legitimacy 
of testimony offered at the 
hearing. “I don’t believe the 
people in this room reflect 
the community,” he said. 
“I know many of them, and 
they weren’t represented 
here.” 

But district manager 
Kenneth Kearns said he 
thought the meeting was 
successful for the board’s 
purposes. 

Residents oppose City Island assisted living facility

“We got to do what we 
needed to do, which was to 
vote publicly about what to 
do,” said Kearns. “The way 
the resolution was worded 
was that it actually support-
ed the concept in two areas, 
and they turned it down, 
almost unanimously. There 
was no positive votes at all, 
the only non-negative votes 
were abstentions.” 

Much of the testimony 
offered by islanders cen-
tered around the proposed 

site at 222 City Island Av-
enue while not waterfront 
land, being in ‘a special 
flood hazard area’ as desig-
nated by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency. 

“Evacuating all 214 
residential units of this as-
sisted living facility would 
be extremely challenging,” 
said City Island Civic As-
sociation board member 
John Doyle. “After Sandy, 
we heard about individuals 
living in adult homes in the 

Rockaways who were trans-
ported to temporary facili-
ties. Many of them are still 
in limbo. Let’s not create 
more of those kinds of situ-
ations.” 

Preliminary plans for 
the building keep changing, 
but according to the paper-
work dated September 4 by 
Italian Hospital Society at-
torney Jordan Most, there 
would be 200 assisted living 
efficiency apartments and 14 
senior housing apartments. 

Andrew Blackman, a City Island resident and architect with the firm 
Andrew Blackman & Associates, spoke in opposition to the Italian 
Hospital Society’s proposed 214-unit assisted living and senior 
housing facility on Thursday, Nov. 29. He is seen here standing next 
to a rendering of the building. 

Photos by Patrick Rocchio
Dr. Domenico Mignone (c), president of Italian Hospital Society, is pictured at the Community Board 10’s 
public hearing on Thursday, Nov. 29 with his attorney, pictured on the right, Jordan Most.
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If you have been seriously injured,
Call The Law Offices of

Nora Constance Marino
where you will get one-on-one personal attention. You don't need a giant firm with a

corporate atmosphere, where you are treated like a number. Your case deserves personal 
attention from someone who cares, so you get your maximum recovery!

We handle:
• Auto Accidents

• Motorcycle Accidents

• Slip/Trip and Fall Accidents

• Medical Malpractice

• Product Liability

• Work Related Accidents

• Labor Law Cases

• Wrongful Death Cases

• All Accidents and Injuries

• Police Brutality Cases

• Civil Rights Violations
NO FEE UNLESS

YOU GET PAID
We will even come to you.
Make the right call now!

Call the Law Offices of Nora Constance Marino.
www.MarinoLawNY.com       email: info@MarinoLawNY.com

718-631-9471
175 East Shore Road, Great Neck, NY 11023

Nine years for practicing 
law without a license

District Attorney 
Robert T. Johnson an-
nounced a 49-year-old 
woman has been sen-
tenced to up to nine years 
imprisonment for grand 
larceny and practicing 
law without a license.

Acting State Supreme 
Court Justice Martin Mar-
cus sentenced Kehinde 
Jobi, of 1407 Crotona Ave-
nue, 3 to 9 years imprison-
ment and ordered restitu-
tion for the victims.

The jury convicted 

Jobi last month on two 
counts of Grand Larceny in 
the 3rd degree, one count of 
Grand Larceny in the 4th 
degree and eight counts of 
Judicially Disbarred Attor-
ney Practicing Law, after 
deliberating for less than 
one day.

On October 23, 2008, the 
defendant was suspended 
from practicing law in New 
York State however she con-
tinued to represent herself as 
an attorney.  Jobi stole more 
than $53,000 from ten people 

and represented clients in 
other proceedings involv-
ing a divorce, a bankrupt-
cy and one case involving 
the guardianship of an 
elderly woman.

All of the crimes oc-
curred at the defendant’s 
law office located at 95 
East 161st Street.  The 
case was prosecuted by 
Assistant District Attor-
neys Nicholas Lewis and 
Stephanie Taylor of the 
Arson/Auto/Economic 
Crimes Bureau.

Job prep award for Bronx Community College
Some of New York City’s 

most disadvantaged citizens 
now have a new path to a 
respected profession and fi-
nancial self-sufficiency.

The Bronx Educational 
Opportunity Center, an aca-
demic skills and job prepara-
tion program administered 
by Bronx Community Col-
lege, has been awarded a 
$295,250 grant from the New 
York State Office of Tempo-
rary and Disability Assis-
tance.

 The money will provide 
education and training for 
275 under- and-unemployed 
Bronx residents, 24 years old 
or younger, who currently re-
ceive aid from the Supplemen-
tal Nutritional Assistance 
Program (SNAP), commonly 
known as food stamps.

This is the largest 
grant that the Bronx EOC 
has received in its 22 years 
of operation. 

It will fund a spectrum 
of programs, depending on 
the student’s level of experi-
ence, including English as 
a Second Language classes, 

preparation for the General 
Educational Development 
(GED) high school equiva-
lency exam, and vocational 
training to become a medi-
cal assistant or a direct sup-
port professional who works 
with the mentally and devel-
opmentally disabled.

 These are specialties in 
great demand in the Bronx, 
the county with the highest 
unemployment rate in New 
York State.

“Our hope is that this 
money will allow us to re-
open in the evenings,” ex-
plained Stephen Adolphus, 
the EOC’s executive direc-
tor for the past two years.

 “We had to stop do-
ing that, and many in our 
population have character-
istics that make it easier for 
them to go to school at night 
rather than during the day–
taking care of kids, taking 
care of elderly people, work-
ing part-time jobs.”

The program will be 
held at the EOC’s 40,000 
square-foot, two-story build-
ing in the Bathgate Industri-

al Park in the east Bronx.
 It will serve both cur-

rent EOC students and new 
students recommended by 
city and state agencies.

The Bronx EOC, one of 
ten such organizations in 
impoverished urban areas 
around the state, received 
the grant after a statewide 
competition.

Adolphus credited the 
efforts of Maher Mobasher 
of the EOC’s development of-
fice for helping to obtain the 
funds.

“The beauty of this is 
that it is renewable for three 
more years, provided we do 
a reasonable job,” observeed 
Adolphus.

That, he noted, can re-
sult in more than a million 
dollars in potential state 
support.

“It’s a shot in the arm 
for us.”

Bronx Community Col-
lege of The City University of 
New York offers more than 
thirty academic programs 
that prepare students for ca-
reers and to continue their 

education at four-year col-
leges.

 Located on a 43-acre, 
tree-lined campus, BCC is 
home to the Hall of Fame for 
Great Americans, the coun-
try’s first hall of fame.

In October, the BCC 

campus was designated a 
National Historic Land-
mark.

The college provides its 
approximately 11,500 stu-
dents with quality academ-
ic programs, outstanding 
faculty, and flexible class 

schedules.
 Students at BCC repre-

sent more than 100 countries 
from around the world.

For more information 
about Bronx Community 
College, visit www.bcc.cuny.
edu.
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BY DAVID CRUZ
The holiday spirit is 

bursting along bustling 
Lydig Avenue with its first-
ever Christmas light deco-
rations.  

Neighbors can see 
strands of white bulbs with 
overarching red and green 
garland attached to lamp-
posts along the avenue,  be-
tween Cruger and Barnes 
avenues, reinvigorating a 
once barren neighborhood 
known as Little Albania, 
home to a major concentra-
tion of Albanians. 

The idea came from 
Assemblyman-elect Mark 
Gjonaj, a realtor with ties 
to the community peppered 
with mom and pop dry 
cleaners, pizzerias and 99-
cent stores.

  After setting up his 
campaign office on Barnes 
Ave. in April, Gjonaj min-
gled with locals, absorbing 
what he sensed was resent-

ment towards the way the 
neighborhood has been 
treated over the years.   

But after lights were 
hung during the last week 
of November, Gjonaj imme-
diately sensed the begrudg-
ing vibe lifted off people’s 
shoulders.  

“I think it’s one of the 
best things that ever hap-
pened to Lydig Avenue,” 
said Edith Blitzer, head of 
the Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association and 
a longtime member of the 
community, having seen 
its changes for the past 40 
years.  “When you come out 
of your building and see the 
lights I find that it lifts your 
spirits.” 

Gjonaj agreed with the 
sentiment.  

“Bringing lights to Ly-
dig Avenue has given people 
a little bit of self-esteem,” 
said Gjonaj, quick to point 
out that Sen. Jeff Klein, once 

the area’s assemblyman, did 
commit time to Lydig Ave.  

But after Klein left to 
become state senator, the 
neighborhood “has been 
overlooked,” said Gjonaj, 
who defeated Klein’s succes-
sor and longtime assembly-
woman, Naomi Rivera.  

Lydig Ave. is now part 
of a growing list of neigh-
borhoods decking their 
neighborhood with holiday 
lights.

 Morris Park recently 
hung its lights throughout 
the long commercial corri-
dor, a project Gjonaj backed.   

Since running for of-
fice, Gjonaj has positioned 
himself as a go-to political 
figure spreading his per-
sonal, middle-class wealth 
to causes.

 On top of donating 
nearly $3,000 for the Lydig 
Avenue lights, he  helped pay 
for legal services on behalf 
of tenants at Tracey Towers, 

Bustling Lydig Avenue 
debuts holiday lights

who sued their landlord for 
imposing sky-high rents.

 Over the summer he 
helped pay for the funeral 
expenses of 4-year-old Lloyd 
Morgan, killed by a stray 
bullet in Morrisania’s For-
rest Houses.  

But Gjonaj has learned 
to limit himself on projects.

“I have no problem say-
ing no,” said Gjonaj.  “If a 
project appeals to me I’m 
going to make sure it hap-
pens.”

His latest donation 

is part of a lofty effort to 
spruce up Pelham Parkway.  
Though time is running 
short, Gjonaj said he is in 
talks with Joe Thompson to 
install a Christmas tree on 
White Plains Road and Pel-
ham Parkway South. 

Lydig Ave. is aglow in Christmas lights, the first in the neighborhood’s history.
Photo by David Cruz
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BURKE IN YOUR BACKYARD
Outpatient Physical and 
Occupational Therapy

2826 Westchester Avenue
Suite 201

Bronx, New York 10461
Telephone: (718) 515-2400 

Fax: (718) 918-2873
www.burke.org

2012
Best of 

The Bronx 
Award The Bronx Council 

on the Arts (BCA) and the 
Huntington Free Library 
(HFL) will host a family-
friendly, hands-on “Holiday 
Ornaments” craft work-
shop with Gail Sharbaan 
on Saturday, December 15, 
from 12:30 to 3:00 pm at the 
Huntington Free Library (9 
Westchester Square, next to 
the Apple Savings Bank). 
This workshop is free and 
open to the public. All are 
welcome.

 The family craft work-
shop series continues on 
January 19, from 12:30- 3 
p.m., with “Journal Mak-
ing” with Lis Ortiz. A new 
year means new begin-
nings...so join BCA and 
create handmade personal 
journals.      Journals will be 
made of recycled items, feel 
free to bring images, fabric 
and/or items .

 Admission to all work-
shops is free, but space is 

limited.
 For information, call 

(718) 931-9500 ext. 33 or 
(718) 829-7770, or visit www.
bronxarts.org. 

* * * 
During an exclusive 

MasterCard Budding 
Masters workshop, kids 
ages 8–12 will have a chance 
to make their very own gin-
gerbread house under the 
tutelage of NYC cake artist 
Kate Sullivan, owner and 
head baker of Cake Power. 
Drawing on “Old New York” 
as a theme, Sullivan will 
lead the children through 
her favorite techniques for 
creating tasty and whimsi-
cal edible creations. The 
kids will also explore the 
spices used to make gin-
gerbread, and then create a 
field notebook about their 
favorite discoveries. Par-
ticipants can choose to have 
their houses displayed at 
NYBG for thousands to en-

joy. A $75 Budding  Masters 
Workshop ticket also in-
cludes All-Garden Pass ac-
cess for participant and one 
adult (a $40 value) to enjoy 
all of the Garden’s offerings, 
including the Holiday Train 
Show. Get tickets for Decem-
ber 8 or December 15.

 To get tickets visit 
http://www.nybg.org/visit/
tickets.php.

* * * 
Relive the days of half 

a century ago, life in the 
Bronx and in America in 
the year of 1962. Professor 
Victor Mastro will bring 
back memories to those who 
were there, and give young 
people a sense of what life 
was about before they were 
born.  The lecture will take 
place on Saturday Decem-
ber 15 at 2 p.m. at the City 
Island Library at 320 City 
Island Avenue. 

 For more information 
call (718) 885-1703. 

Holiday Ornament Craft Workshop

20th Annual Project HOPE Delivery
This holiday season, 

marks the 20th anniversary 
where hundreds of volun-
teers will join together to 
deliver 450 Chanukah food 
packages to home-bound, 
isolated, Jewish elderly.  
Project HOPE is a bi-annual 
event where over 300 volun-
teers pack and deliver food 
packages by foot and by car 
to isolated older adults. Of-
ten, these volunteers will be 
one of a few or only visitors 
to a seniors home all week 
and many times seniors will 
welcome young volunteers 
and their families to stay for 

a visit.
This year’s food pack-

age will contain grape juice, 
canned corn, canned tuna 
and salmon, applesauce, 
macaroni, potato latke mix, 
a dozen eggs, borsht, and 
horse radish. Funding for 
the food package comes from 
B’nai B’rith, Met Council 
and CenterLight.

The mission of BJCC 
is to address social isola-
tion and help older adults 
live comfortably in their 
homes.  Project HOPE is 
not just a food package for 
older adults, but also an out-

reach tool where volunteers 
will report back if there is 
no food in the refrigerator, 
repairs that haven’t been 
made or the apartment is in 
utter disarray.

“Generations of Volun-
teers have been coming ev-
ery year to deliver packages. 
We have had some volun-
teers who have been doing it 
all their lives and have now 
passed it on to their chil-
dren. It’s such a wonderful 
Bronx-wide service project.” 
–Niti Minkove, Director of 
Volunteers

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

COMPLETE PARTY PLANNING
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A Tree LightsA Tree Lights
in Throggs Neckin Throggs Neck

(Top left) Assemblyman Mike Benedetto worked the venue, posing with the 
Byron family Denna, Damon and little Isabella. 
(Top middle) An eager Jeremy Myers poses with jolly St. Nick at the 
ceremony.
(Top right) The tree stands over six feet tall and was made possible 
by Assemblyman Mike Benedetto and the Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association.
(Middle) St. Benedict’s Church Children’s Choir lay the soundtrack for the 
evening tree-lighting ceremony with Assemblyman Mike Benedetto lending 
a hand. 
(Bottom left) Throggs Neck siblings Matthew and Chloe Singelakis share a 
family-friendly moment by the Christmas tree.
(Botom right) Joe McManus and Throggs Neck Merchants Association 
president Stephen Kaufman get in the Christmas spirit with Illiana Kaufman. 

Photos by Laura Stone

Tis’ the season to celebrate the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony in 
Throggs Neck, sponsored by Assemblyman Mike Benedetto and the 
Throggs Neck Merchants Association.  Families took the kids to Derosa 
O’Boyle Triangle for a shindig filled with carolers, Santa Claus, and of 
course the shiny Christmas tree.  
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VACCA DEDICATES RENOVATED STUDENT LOUNGE
M.S. 144 has gone high-tech.  Councilman Jimmy Vacca cuts the ceremonial ribbon for the junior high 
school’s newly-renovated “Student Internet Lounge,” featuring an array of electronic gadgets that 
include Apple computers, iPads and Smartboards.  Vacca awarded the school a $35,000 grant to help 
spruce up the lounge. 

Photo courtesy of Councilman Jimmy Vacca’s office

BARTOW PELL MANSION

Staffers at Bartow Pell Mansion decked their halls 
with boughs of holly, decorating the museum with 
Christmas trees, lights and decorations inspired by 
famous Christmas stories.  Take a look around and 
you’ll see rooms featuring Paddington Bear and the 
Christmas Surprise, Babar and Father Christmas 
along with the Grinch who stole Christmas.  The 
museum, once the home of Robert and Marie 
Lorillard Bartow of the 1600s, is now a museum 
where Bronxites can stop by Wednesdays and the 
weekends from noon to 4p.m.  Cost is $5 for adults 
and $3 for seniors and students while kids get in 
for free.  

(Top right) Staffer Jennifer Mehditash stops by the 
Paddington Bear and the Christmas Surprise room.  
The story centers on the Yuletide misadventures of 
its beloved bear from Darkest Peru.

(Bottom right) Pell employee Linda Sacewicz 
stands by the tree in Merry Christmas Curious 
George room.  Notice the tree is decked in hospital 
ware, a homage to Curious George’s visit to a 
children’s hospital in the story. 

(Above) Tamara Matthews-Stephenson poses in 
front of the tree inside the Velveteen Rabbit room.  
The 1922 classic focuses on the bond between a 
child and his toy rabbit that comes alive.

Photo by Aracelis Batista

REGIONAL AID FOR INTERIM NEEDS 48TH ANNIVERSAY
Regional Aid for Interim Needs celebrated its 48th anniversary dinner gala at Marina del Rey on Thursday, 
Nov. 27. Honored at the gala were Hispanic Federation president José Calderón;
Councilwoman Annabel Palma; Assemblyman Carl Heastie; Silvia Vargas, president of ProPac received the 
Business Person of the Year; and Joe Vega, president, Palante Electrical Contracting Group. 

(Above) Sharing a moment during the gala are (l-r) honorees Joe Vega and Silvia Vargas, RAIN 
Founder Beatrice Castiglia, honorees Councilwoman Annabel Palma and Assemblyman Carl Heastie, 
and RAIN executive director Louis Vasquez.

(Belolw) Enjoying the gala are (l-r) honoree Councilwoman Annabel Palma, RAIN founder Beatrice 
Castiglia, RAIN honoree Jose Calderon, RAIN chairman Dr. Anderson Torres.

Photo by Silvio Pacifico

URGENT CARE
OF THROGGS

NECK
Urgent Care has expanded 

into Riverdale.  The Throggs 
Neck clinic showed off its new 
digs on Sunday, December 2 at 
5665 Riverdale Avenue.  Sen. 
Jeff Klein paid a visit to the 
clinic, congratulating owner Dr. 
Jay Luthra in opening the walk-
in clinic opened Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Saturday and Sunday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Standing outside the walk-in clinic is (l-r) owner/director Dr. 
Jay Luthra, Sen. Jeff Klein, Dr. Sandeep Gupta,  Brian Scott of Bio 
Refrences, assistant manager Ashley Maldernado, Vera Luthra, Dr. 
Sadhana Gupta and son Arjun Gupta.
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ST. BENEDICT’S CHURCH FLEA MARKET

FIRST LUTHERAN ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
The Christmas spirit lifted the hearts of parishioners at First Lutheran Church who attended the Christmas 
Concert on Sunday, December 2.  The First Lutheran Choir showered the crowd with several gospel tunes, 
creating a joyous vibe fitting for the holiday season.

(Top Left) Caroler Christian Aquiano sings Gesu Bambino, a familiar Christmas song written by Pietro 
Yon in 1917. 

(Top Right) Songstress Angela Labarello sings “Lulajze Jezuniu,” a traditional Polish song. 
(Below) Decked in blue and white robes, the First Lutheran Church Choir are parishioners dedicated 

to enlivening spirits. 

Photos by Josiane Bauke

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER FEAST DAY CONCERT
The St. Francis Xavier 

parish held a pot luck dinner 
in the school gym on Sunday, 
December 2 as part of its Feast 
Day Celebration. The event 
featured a $10,000 first prize 
raffle, face painting, cotton 
candy, and music. Local families 
came to the school to enjoy the 
festivities, in what organizers 
called a “very community-
driven event.”  

Singing Christmas carols during the feast day celebration are (l-r) Arabela Uy , Alyssa Uy and 
Therese Tinaman.            Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

It was a strong turnout at the St. Benedict’s Church flea market where vendors sold hand-made 
goods to local Throggs Neck shoppers on Saturday, December 1.  Families stopped by 2969 Otis Avenue 
to check out the wares from vendors, while shoppers spent a couple hours browsing around. 

Vendor Suzy Parlapanova (l) sells hand-made bracelets to St. Benedict students Tiffany Dineen and 
Skylyn Medina.    Photos by Josiane Bauke 

Decked in exotic wear vendor Lorraine Hernandez hawks a basket of items to little shopper Chelsea 
Kearns of St. Benedict’s Church.

LIGHT OF REMEMBRANCE MASS AT OUR LADY OF SOLACE
The passing of loved ones was 
remembered at the First Annual 
Light of Remembrance Mass at 
Our Lady of Solace Church at 731 
Morris Park Ave. on Saturday, 
December 1.  The solemn mass 
was sponsored by Joseph A. 
Lucchese in a tradition started 
by predecessor Ruggiero & Sons 
Inc.  The names of passing loved 
ones were read, with surviving 
family members lighting candles 
to remember them.  

Father Robert Padillo led the 
mass where locals packed the 
pews, hearing uplifting words 
from the priest.

Photo by Patricio Robayo
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Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

http://www.lucchesefuneralhome.com/
This fi rm is privately owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Saturday 
December 1st 

11:00 am

Our Lady 
of 

Solace Church
731 MORRIS PARK AVENUE BRONX

Light refreshments will be 
served at the funeral home 
after the mass. 

To place your loved one’s name on 
the list that will be read during the 
Mass, please call Lucchese Funeral 
Home before November 26 to RSVP.

Please join us for our 

First Annual

Light of 
Remembrance Mass
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Exchanging gifts has become syn-
onymous with the holiday season. 
Family members exchange gifts 

with one another, employees trade gifts 
and greeting cards with their coworkers, 
and students participate in grab bag gift 
exchanges in the classroom.

Giving gifts is such a big part of the 
holiday season that shoppers may run 
out of gift ideas before they have crossed 
everyone off their lists. For example, it 
might not be easy to fi nd the perfect gift 
for the senior citizen on your holiday 
shopping list. Seniors might not be up-to-
date on the latest gadgets or might have 
downgraded from a home to a more man-
ageable living arrangement, so knick-
knacks or decorative items for the home 
may not be too practical, either. The fol-
lowing are a few tips for gifting seniors 
this holiday season.

Warm things up
As people age, many develop medical 

conditions that require medication. Med-
ications like blood thinners can make se-
niors feel the cold more than others, so a 
gift that can keep seniors warm through 
the winter can make a great gift. A thick 
wool sweater or a fl eece blanket is both 
practical and thoughtful.

Open a senior’s eyes 
to e-readers

Many seniors fi nd that maintaining a 
household is simply too much work once 
all the kids have grown up and moved 
out. As a result, many move from private 
homes into apartment complexes geared 
to the senior set or even into assisted liv-
ing facilities that make it easier to deal 
with the daily demands of life. When se-
niors make such a move, they sacrifi ce 
space for convenience. Personal libraries 
may no longer be possible or practical, 
but an e-reader allows seniors to store 

their favorite books in one small and con-
venient place. 

Give the lap of luxury
Many seniors are on fi xed incomes, 

which greatly limit how much disposable 
income they have to treat themselves to 
something nice. But seniors still love a 
trip to the spa or a round of golf just as 
much as their younger counterparts. 
Savvy shoppers know that deals can be 
had on such luxuries, and it just takes a 
little patience and research. 

Go healthy
Many men and women embrace a 

healthier lifestyle as they age. Seniors 
who might have been too busy raising a 
family to focus on their own health are 
typically encouraged by their physicians 
to exercise and embrace healthier eat-
ing habits. Gift-givers can help seniors 
on their quests to become healthier by 
buying them a membership to a local 
fi tness club, many of which provide 
classes designed specifi cally for se-
niors. Fitness clubs typically offer 
discounted memberships to seniors, 
who might even be eligible for rebates 
from their health insurance provid-
ers if they meet established atten-
dance requirements. Seniors who suf-
fer from arthritis might benefi t from a 
membership at a nearby yoga center.

Give the gift of 
communication

Sometimes the best 
gift is the simplest gift. 
Seniors love to speak 
with their children 
and grandchildren, so 
why not give the gift of 
communication? If you 
haven’t already, alter your 

GREAT GIFT IDEAS 
FOR SENIORS

Continued on Page 34
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cellphone plan to a family plan that gives 

seniors unlimited minutes when call-

ing family members so they can speak to 

their grandkids as often as possible. You 

can even go the extra mile and upgrade a 

senior’s computer so he has access to in-

stant messaging and video conferencing 

services such Skype, allowing seniors to 

see just how fast their grandchildren are 

growing even if those youngsters are on 

the other side of the country. 

Winter is right around the corner. 
That means that most people will 
be trading in windbreakers and 

rakes for heavy coats and snow shovels. 
Winter can be a beautiful time of the 
year, but the snow and ice that covers the 
landscape in a pristine sheet of white can 
present certain hazards as well.

Walking on ice can be extremely dan-
gerous, particularly to those people who 
already may have mobility issues, such 
as the elderly. According to the National 
Safety Council, slips and falls are the 
single largest cause of emergency room 
visits. Slip and fall injuries also are the 
third largest cause of workplace injuries, 
says the Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Many accidental falls occur from lack 
of stability or poor physical health. How-
ever, come winter, many falls can be at-
tributed to walking on slippery surfaces 
covered with snow or ice. To avoid falls 
on ice, you might want to take certain 
precautions.

Change the way you walk
Adapting to the slippery conditions 

could help prevent some of the falls 
caused by snow and ice. When walking 
on ice, plant feet with toes facing outward 
slightly, and then shuffl e along. Hunch-
ing over a little and extending arms out-
ward will help to lower your center of 
gravity and also offer a little more stabil-
ity. Take short, fl at steps so that the heels 
and toes of your shoes stay in contact 
with the ground as much as possible and 

offer maximum surface contact.

Switch shoes
Flat shoes with rubber soles are more 

capable of gripping the ice than other 
types of shoes. Contrary to popular be-
lief, clunky winter boots may make walk-
ing more diffi cult. Try rain boots instead, 
as rain boots typically have fl atter soles. 
There also are many different types of 
shoe ice grips on the market that can be 
added to the soles of shoes. They easily 
slip on to offer more traction. Whenever 
possible, try to avoid shoes with already 
slippery soles or high heels. Carry these 
shoes with you and change after you are 
inside.

Remove shoes indoors
Slips and falls can happen inside a 

home as well. Many people have tile or 
laminate entryways in their homes, and 
these entrances can become quite slip-
pery when snow-packed shoes warm up 
and the snow melts, creating a wet, slick 
surface. Avoid falls by placing mats by 
the front door and removing shoes when 
you enter. Stash a pair of slippers nearby 
into which you can change.

Falls on slippery surfaces can be 
quite dangerous, especially for seniors. 
Avoid trips to the emergency room for 
broken bones or abrasions by slowing 
down, dressing appropriately, and walk-
ing on paths that have been cleared of 
snow and ice. 

Prevent 
slips and 
falls this 
winter

Senior gifts

Walking on ice can be extremely 
dangerous, particularly to those 
people who already may have mo-
bility issues, such as the elderly.

Continued from cover

Are you depressed
with 

memory problems?

This is a research study for individuals 
ages 55-95 who are depressed and 

have memory complaints.

If eligible, participants receive free 
medical evaluation, cognitive testing, 

imaging of the brain, and treatment for 
depression and memory.

If interested, please call (212) 543-5956
The study is conducted at New York State Psychiatric
Institute/Columbia University Medical Center and is 

funded by the National Institute of Health.

Quality Care with 
Compassion, Efficiency 
and Excellence

Q
C
an

Servicing ALL 5 boros

Your language and cultural needs are our priority

 RNs, LPNs, Home Health Aides
Hospital and Nursing Home Companions

Hospice Care, PT, OT, Speech and Nutrition
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Of course Mom wants to stay 
home; that’s where her memories 
are. The family photos on the walls 
and shelves are more than just mo-
ments in time. They’re reminders 
of who she is and what she’s ac-
complished in her life. Staying in 
her home allows her to live her life 
in familiar surroundings, amidst 
her cherished memories.

So when Mom begins to struggle 
with basics like dressing, feeding 
or bathing – and you can no longer 
manage her weakened condition 
alone – it’s understandable that 
you might think your only option 
is a nursing home. Thankfully, 
that’s no longer true. Healthfirst’s 
managed long term care options 
offer the support services needed 
to care for Mom and keep her in 
the home she loves.

For almost 20 years Healthfirst 
has been a community partner 
helping some of the neediest pa-
tients on Medicare and Medicaid 
get the same kind of quality health-
care we would want for our own 
families. 

And now, Healthfirst’s managed 

long term care options offer the 
special in-home services that Mom 
(and Dad, too) may now need. Ser-
vices such as:

Team – including a registered 
nurse, a social worker and a sup-
port coordinator – that oversees 
every aspect of your parent’s care

-
fessional home attendants, nurses 
and other caregivers

This combination of professional 
support services ensures that Mom 
gets at-home assistance with basics 
needs such as dressing, feeding 
and bathing, as well as ensuring 
that she’s receiving her medica-
tion and is getting to appointments 
on time. 

When you contact Healthfirst, 
a representative will walk you 
through the process and collect the 
details surrounding your request. 

contact you within 24-48 hours of 
your call. 

Next, we come to you. An En-
rollment Specialist will visit your 
parent at home, confirm his or her 
eligibility, and help you with the 
sign-up process. It’s just that sim-
ple. Within a few weeks (depending 
on approval) your parent can be 
enrolled with Healthfirst’s man-

aged long term care plan.

As proud members of New York’s 
richly diverse communities, we at 
Healthfirst understand your cul-
ture is important to you. That’s 
why we pride ourselves on our net-
work of thousands of doctors, many 
of whom speak your language. So 
when you need answers or have 
a home situation you would like 
to discuss with us, we’re in your 
neighborhood with support options 
that are right for you.

To find out more about Health-
first’s managed long term care op-
tions or to begin the enrollment 
process for Mom or Dad, call 1- 855-
551-4369,  TTY:1-888-542-3821 

 7 days a week, 8am – 8pm or visit 
HFLongtermcare.org.   Healthfirst 
managed long term care options: 
Getting Mom the care she needs to 
remain at-home and live indepen-
dently, longer.

Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a co-
ordinated care plan with a Medi-
care contract and a contract with 
the New York State Medicaid pro-
gram. 

H3359_MKT13_26 Accepted 
10142012

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

The Care Mom Needs - at Home  
Healthfirst’s Long Term Care Options
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Bronx, NY   
circa 1957

Home is where her heart is.
Your loved one can live at home and stay independent with  
Healthfirst’s managed long term care options.

Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the 
New York Medicaid program.

©2012 HF Management Services, LLC H3359_MKT12_134 Accepted 09302012

HFLongTermCare.org1-855-551-4369
TDD/TTY: 1-888-542-3821 
7 days a week, 8am - 8pm
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CREDIT CARDS AND
CHECKS ACCEPTED

MEDICARE, MEDICAID & MOST HEALTH
INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

POWER CHAIR
CHOICE OF COLORS 

CHOICE OF SEATS
AVAILABLE FOLDUP DESIGN

FOR EASY TRANSPORT
HOLDS UP TO 300LBS

DIABETIC/ORTHOPEDIC SHOES
WITH CUSTOM INSERTS
FREE HOME EVALUATION

BY OUR CERTIFIED PEDORTHIST /SHOE FITTER
CHOICE OF STYLES, COLORS AND MATERIAL

DIA

ALWAYS FREE DELIVERY AND SETUP! ALWAYS BEST PRICES WWW.SOLANOMA.COM

MOBIILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY TM

866-511-6940

STAIR LIFT
NARROW UNIT WITH FOLDUP SEAT

HOLDS UP TO 300LBS
PLUGS INTO A STANDARD OUTLET

INCLUDES STANDARD INSTALLATION
LIFETIME WARRANTY ON THE MOTOR

STARTING AT

$2,495.00



w
w

w
.b

x
t

im
e

s
.c

o
m

   
   

   
   

   
 B

R
O

N
X

 T
IM

E
S

 R
E

P
O

R
T

E
R

   
 D

e
c

. 6
-

1
2

, 2
0

1
2

   
  3

8

 



3
9

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
  D

e
c

. 6
-

1
2

, 2
0

1
2

                w
w

w
.b

x
t

im
e

s
.c

o
m

  

 THE YOUNG ISRAEL  
of  PELHAM PARKWAY 

JEWISH CENTER
Invites you to join us on 

Sunday, December 16 at 11AM, 
the Eighth day of Chanukah,  

as we celebrate the Dedication  
of a New Torah Scroll  

donated by Mr. Daniel Horowitz 

Following tradition, our Torah will be escorted with  
music and song.  The procession begins at our neighboring 

synagogue, Congregation Ohel Moshe-Anshai Sfard  
(2163 Muliner Avenue), and continues with a  
joyous celebration of rededication, featuring  

music, food, and friendship

RSVP NECESSARY  
(718) 824-0630, ext.1 or Email our  

Office Manager Ms. Janice Krinsitz at jkyipp@yahoo.com

The Young Israel of Pelham Parkway and  
the Pelham Parkway Jewish Center have served as pillars of  

Jewish life in our Bronx neighborhood for over 80 years.

Today they have combined their strength and now serve Jewish life 
in Pelham Parkway and surrounding communities as one strong and 

united Shul – the Young Israel of Pelham Parkway Jewish Center.

A special symbol of this strength and unity is the dedication of a new 
Torah Scroll by Mr. Daniel Horowitz a devoted neighborhood resident 

who has worshiped at both Synagogues.

His trust and faith in the future of our Shul and community inspires  
us all to greater appreciation of our lives, our community and  

our growing and strengthened Synagogue.

YOUNG ISRAEL OF PELHAM PARKWAY 
JEWISH CENTER

900 Pelham Parkway S.
CHARLES LANDSBERG, President       

SHMUEL ZUCKERMAN, Rabbi

Family - Tradition - Community

ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042
01/15/11

33 Community Newspapers

Reach over 1 million people across NYC today

Call 718-260-2555
* 5 line ad for, 1 print insertion in all CNG plublication

Sell Your Car 

Only $39

Sell Your Car 

Only $39
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December ‘Tis the Sea-
son to be Jolly at Empire 
City Casino with a wind-
fall of promotions and give-
aways which will have  slot 
players singing Santa Claus 
is Coming to Town. 

Wednesday, December 
12, will feature the “Lucky 
12-12-12 Keychain Give-
away,” when the first 5,000 
Empire Club members who 
report to the promotions 
kiosk receive a coupon for 
the gift (redeemable at the 

Santa Claus is coming to Empire City Casino
promotions table in the En-
tertainment Lounge). Mem-
bers who earn 12 points are 
also eligible for $12 in free 
play.

Oleg Casini crystal or-
naments are in store on De-
cember’s four Free Gift Fri-
days – December 7, 14, 21 and 
28, with a present under the 
tree to decorate the tree for 
the first 7,000 Empire Club 
Members to earn points 
from 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM. 
The Casini casino-themed 

ornaments include: Dice, 
Roulette wheels, the Empire 
City logo, Queen of Hearts 
card and Moons. 

If you want to go “Ice 
Fishing” at Empire City, 
circle three Mondays – De-
cember 3, 10 and 17 – on your 
holiday calendar. Empire 
Club Members can swipe 
their club card at any pro-
motions kiosk to win free 
play on those dates.

More holiday magic is 
in store on Thursdays in De-

cember when the first 3,000 
Empire Club Members to 
visit the Gotham Palace Pro-
motions Booth will receive 
a free $5 New York Lottery 
Holiday Magic scratch off.

On Monday, December 
10, it’s time to bring the gifts 
– for those less fortunate 
–   as a specially-designated 
Charity Coat & Toy Drive 
Day.  Visit the Gotham Pal-
ace promotions booth to do-
nate a new, unwrapped toy, 
or a gently used or new coat. 
All proceeds will be donated 
to Catholic charities.

On December 14 and 15, 
Empire Club members can 
use their points to do their 
holiday shopping while tak-
ing a break from the gam-
ing. Among the high-quali-
ty items available include: 

Bags – Kate Spade, Burb-
erry, and Kathy Van Zee-
land; Electronics– Kendal 
Fire, Samsung Galaxy, IPod 
Touch, Colby Camcorders, 
JVC Camcorders, Dr. Dre 
Headphones, Nikon Camer-
as, Fugi Bundle, LG LED Tv, 
and Blue Ray DVD; Kitchen 
– Rachel Ray, Kurig, Cuisi-
nart, Bissell, and Dyson.

The “Longest Night 
of the Year” is Friday, De-
cember 21, so when the 
clock strikes midnight into 
Saturday, 12 Empire Club 
members will each have the 
chance to win $2,100 (mem-
bers will receive one virtual 
entry for every 21 points 
earned).

A pair of Comedy Nights 
on Wednesday December 5 
and 26 will have the Good 

Time Room patrons bellow-
ing “Ha Ha Ha” instead of 
“Ho Ho Ho.” Doors open at 
7:00 PM and show time starts 
at 8:00 PM. On December 5, 
Ruperto Vanderpool is the 
headliner on the show MC’d 
by Chuck Burks and also 
featuring Jason Andors; on 
the night after Christmas, 
December 26, Pete Correale 
headlines a laughfest with 
Jared Bonner as Master of 
Ceremonies and also featur-
ing Jonny Loquasto.

Lucky Ladies promo-
tions are scheduled for Tues-
days with $7 in free play and 
10 percent discount food and 
beverage coupons for female 
Club Members; and Karaoke 
is on the docket for Wednes-
day nights at 7:30 PM at the 
Entertainment Lounge. 

SCOTT PLACE CAFE • 3604 E. TREMONT AVENUE, 
SUNDAY BREAKFAST/LUNCH BUFFET

CALL (718) 684-2326 FOR INFORMATION
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The Bronx Internation-
al Film Festival begins its 
yearlong 10th Anniversary 
celebration December 6 - 8 at 
Lehman Stages with screen-
ings of films from the US, Ire-
land, Australia, Germany, 
France, Spain, Switzerland, 
Taiwan and Puerto Rico. Ad-
ditional film screenings and 
events are planned during 
the year at venues through-
out The Bronx. Visit http://
bronxfilmfestival.com for 
trailers, schedule and devel-
oping festival information.  
A three-day transferable 
festival pass is $12. One day 
non-transferable passes are 
$5. 

Lehman Stages is con-
veniently located on the 
CUNY campus of Lehman 
College at 250 Bedford Park 
Blvd West.

Films to be screened 
in competition include “As-
torgos” (USA) - Solomon 
Onita, “Atonal” (USA) - Der-
rick Hausen, “Docket 32357” 
(USA) - Randy Wilkins, 

“Douglas” (USA) Bran-
don Vedder,  “Evolution” 
(Germany) - Georg Junger-
mann, “Fais Croquer” 
(France)  Yasinne Qnia, 
“Gabi” (Puerto Rico) - Zoe 
Salicrup-Junco, “Heads Up” 
(USA) - Alex Merkin, “Heart-
land” (Taiwan)- Hai-Tao Wu, 
“Kavinsky” (Switzerland) 
- Daniel Schraner, “Le Tette 
Di Una Diciottenne” (Italy) - 
Luca Gennari, “Naufragos” 
(Spain) - Mario Rico, “No 
Messages” (Ireland) - Clan 
Mcgarrigle, “No Where, No 
One” (Australia) - Erin Col-
lett, “Nowhere In Particu-
lar” (Ireland, UK) - Mason 
Cardiff, “Pareto Principle” 
(USA) - Beneyam Wolde-Yo-
hannes, “Pro Kopf” 

(Germany) - Sascha 
Zimmermann, “Q” (USA) - 
Felipe Vara De Rey, “Robot 
Man” (USA) - Mark Scalese, 
“Rotos” (Spain) Roberto 
Perez Toledo, “Son Of Man” 
(USA) -  John Ambros, “Split 
Time” (France) - Fabrie 
Bracq, “The Art Of Boxing 

(USA) - Andrew Flakelar, The 
Boat (Australia) - Somchay 
Phakonkham, The Fixer 
(USA) - Ian Phillips, The Run-
ner (Germany) - Parker Eller-
man, The Telegram Man 
(Australia) - James Khehtie, 
The World Outside (USA) - 
Zachary Kerschberg, Tu & 
Eu (USA) Edward Shieh, Vole 
Comme Un Papillon (France) 
Jerome Maldhe, Walt (USA) 
Thom Anthony, Wrigley and 
King (USA) - Cornelius Mur-
phy.

More events include ad-
ditional screenings and the 
launch a new series with the 
Bronx Documentary Center 
titled “What is a Documenta-
ry?”  The event will consist of 
different types of documen-
tary makers from film and 
video, books, interactive, mu-
sic, photography, dance, oral 
history, technology, food, 
scholars, educators, commu-
nity leader, etc. talking about 
their projects, and how their 
project answers the question 
“What is a Documentary?”

Bronx International Film Festival
begins 19th anniversary celebration

ITEM: Are you read-
ing this in time? If so 
check out a live perfor-
mance by “bristishmania” 
doing their Beatles tribute 
at Nicky’s Beer Garden 
at 3392 East Tremont Av-
enue on Friday December 
7th at 9pm and make sure 
to check out Nicky’s Beer 
Garden on New Year’s 
Eve with a DJ spinning 
all night long! Watch the 
ball drop on their 120 inch 
projector; check with the 
venue for all info.

ITEM: New music 
scene forming. The heart 
of it seems to be in two 
places in the neighbor-
hood. More on this soon as 
the news develops. 

ITEM: Was that Santa 
Claus spotted at the popu-
lar Sammy’s Shrimp Box 

restaurant in City Island? 
ITEM: Popped into 

a rehearsal and caught a 
set of superior rock mu-
sic stylings by one of the 
Bronx’s best kept secrets. 
I’m talking about the band 
“Trash Rules”. 

More about them soon; 
read it here. 

ITEM: Katie Pearlman 
is a singer-songwriter and 
multi-instrumentalist best 
known to Long Island mu-
sic audiences for her prow-
ess on the drums. 

More recently, she’s 
stepped out from behind 

the drum kit and sought 
to connect with audiences 
more intimately with her 
voice and an acoustic gui-
tar. 

Cathy Kreger deliv-
ers more pure music per 
minute than a bevy of 
roadhouse rockers. Her 
original songs of true-life 
stories will pierce your 
heart, evoking tears and 
laughter along the way. 

Catch both Katie and 
Cathy sharing a bill on 
Sunday December 9th at 
the newest place in the 
Bronx for original music 
The Scott Place Café Sun-
day Music Showcase. Scott 
Place Café at 3602 East 
Tremont Avenue in the 
new building at the end of 
the courtyard. 

Rock on. Rock out.

Free Chanukah Party at Temple Hatikva
What do latkes, apple-

sauce, music, dreidels, gelt 
and drinking have in com-
mon?  They are all part of 
the Temple Hatikva Chanu-
kah Party set for Friday, De-
cember 14 at 7:30 p.m.

Shabbat Services will 
be at 7:30 p.m., and directly 
following the services will 
be the best Chanukah Party 
with plenty of music and lots 
to eat and drink, including 
latkes and soufganiot. 

The community is in-
vited.  Admission is free. 

Temple Hatikva is lo-
cated at 2440 Esplanade. For 
more information call (718) 
792-1109 or e-mail Temple-
Hatikva@aol.com



w
w

w
.b

x
t

im
e

s
.c

o
m

   
   

   
   

   
 B

R
O

N
X

 T
IM

E
S

 R
E

P
O

R
T

E
R

   
 D

e
c

. 6
-

1
2

, 2
0

1
2

   
  4

2

The Lehman College 
Latin Jazz Ensemble will 
present “Por Primera Vez” 
on Sunday, December 9, at 
2 p.m. in the Music Build-
ing’s Hearth Room, locat-
ed on the third floor. The 
program will feature the 
music of Tito Puente, Perez 
Prado, J. J. Johnson, Tito 
Rodriguez and others. This 
event is free and open to the 
community. 

Lehman presents free jazz concert
The program will also 

include a performance by 
vocalist Felix Otero, who 
will perform Simon Diaz’ 
“Caballo Viejo” and E. Cal-
indo’s “Malagueña.” Two 
student singers—Wonkyeo-
ng Kim and Kevan Nierat-
ka—will also make their 
debuts with the ensemble.

Co-directed by Victor 
Rendon and Armando Ro-
driguez, the Lehman Latin 

Jazz Ensemble includes stu-
dents, alumni, faculty, staff 
and community members. 

Lehman is located at 
Goulden Avenue and Bed-
ford Park Boulevard. Park-
ing is available for a $5 fee.

For more information, 
contact Lehman’s Music 
Department at (718) 960-
8247, music.department@
lehman.cuny.edu, or visit 
www.lehman.edu/music.

The Bronx Music 
Heritage Center  will host 
a trolley tour of African-
American and Latin mu-
sic history in Morrisania 
on Saturday, December 15 
at 3 p.m.  Guided by Elena 
Martínez, folklorist at City 
Lore, BMHC Music Adviso-
ry Board member, and co-
producer of From Mambo 
to Hip-Hop, the tour will of-
fer the inside scoop on the 
Bronx’s rich and often for-
gotten music history, the di-
versity of music born in the 
borough, and the continued 
flourishing of new music in 
the “Boogie-Down Bronx.”

The tour begins and 
ends at the BMHC Lab at 
1303 Louis Niñé Blvd. 

Tour stops will in-
clude the former homes of 
jazz stars Thelonius Monk 
and Maxine Sullivan, the 

former home of Puerto Ri-
can Boogaloo bandleader 
Pete Rodríguez, and the 
former sites of the popular 
Blue Morocco jazz club and 
Royal Mansion Latin dance 
hall. Locations important 
to the social history of the 
borough will also be ex-
plored, including the origi-
nal Fort Apache police sta-
tion and Charlotte Street, 
where President Jimmy 
Carter visited in 1977 and 
called it the worst neigh-
borhood in the country.  

Before returning to 
the BMHC Lab, the trolley 
will stop at Casa Amadeo, 
New York City’s longest 
continuously run Latin mu-
sic store, where passengers 
can purchase music and in-
struments for holiday gifts.

The last stop will be 
the BMHC Lab, where 

guests can enjoy Puerto 
Rican holiday foods – co-
quito and pasteles – and 
the Bronx Latin American 
Art Biennial Exhibit. Tour-
goers are invited to stay for 
a reading by author TJ Eng-
lish from his book The Sav-
age City: Race, Murder and 
a Generation on the Edge, 
and a discussion with activ-
ist Jazz Hayden about race 
and police tactics in New 
York City.  The reading 
and discussion, part of the 
BMHC Lab’s Bronx Rising 
series co-produced by City 
Lore, will begin at 6 p.m.

Registration and 
boarding begin at 2:30 p.m. 
The trolley will return by 
5 p.m. The tour is free, but 
reservations are recom-
mended. Call (718) 839-1134 
or e-mail info@bronxmu-
sic.org to reserve a seat.

Bronx Music trolley tour

Bronx Arts Ensemble’s St. Nicholas Celebration
The Bronx Arts En-

semble opens the holiday 
season with its St. Nicholas 
Day Celebration on Satur-
day, December 8 at 1 pm 
and 3 pm at Philipse Man-
or Hall at 29 Warburton 
Avenue at Dock Street, in 
Yonkers and Saturday, De-
cember 15 and Sunday, De-
cember 16 at 1 pm and 3 pm 
at the Bartow-Pell Mansion 
on Shore Road, Pelham Bay 
Park, near the Split Rock 
Golf Course.

A festive holiday pro-
gram by the BAE Singers 
and Double Reed Band 
(oboe, oboe d’amore, Eng-
lish horn and bassoon). 
The St. Nicholas Celebra-
tion describes in song and 
storytelling the arrival of 
the Dutch Sinterklass, who 
brings candies and fruits 
to good children of colo-
nial New Amsterdam, and 
lumps of coal to those who 
have misbehaved.  Follow-
ing the program, which in-

cludes many old Dutch car-
ols, the audience will join 
with the group in singing 
holiday songs.  Fun for the 
whole family!

Free tickets are avail-
able for the 3 pm perfor-
mance on December 8 and 1 
and 3 pm performances on 
December 15 and 16 through 
bronxartsensemble.org or 
by calling 718.601.7399.  Or-
ders are limited to 5 tickets 
per person, as seating is 
limited.

December 8th 2012

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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Surely the year-end 
holidays are intensely joy-
ous—and equally stress-
ful. New this December at 
Wave Hill is a series of four 
meditation mornings, set in 
the sun-filled southern end 
of Glyndor Gallery. This el-
egant Georgian space, once 
the private home of the Per-
kins family, is otherwise 
closed in December, mak-
ing for a wonderfully quiet 
haven for meditation. Pair 
a session there with a won-
derfully restorative stroll 
through the winter gardens 
and, if you have the plea-
sure of young companions, 
a festive Family Art Proj-
ect, and I expect you’ll head 
home with a fresh feeling of 
zest for the season.

 FRI, DECEMBER 14; 
DECEMBER 21 SAT., DE-
CEMBER 15, MEDITATION 
AT WAVE HILL: A HOLI-
DAY RESPITE - During this 
busy holiday season, take 
a moment to release stress, 
breathe and reconnect with 
your inner self. Whether 
sitting on the floor or a 
chair, learn simple medita-

Upcoming Wave Hill events

Wave Hill Garden.

Photo courtesy of Wave Hill

tion techniques, training 
your mind to be more fo-
cused and aware. Each ses-
sion includes instruction 
in simple techniques like 
watching the breath, man-
tra repetition, and aware-
ness-training followed by 20 
minutes of meditation. Led 
by Yoga for Bliss director 
Neem Dewji and instruc-
tor and long-time meditator 
Lea Tenneriello. $15 Mem-
ber/$23 Non-member. All 
levels welcomed. Registra-
tion recommended, online 
at www.wavehill.org, by 
calling 718.549.3200 x305 or 
onsite at the Perkins Visi-
tor Center. Drop-ins will 
be accommodated as space 
permits. Continues Decem-
ber 15, 21 and 22. GLYNDOR 
HOUSE, 10 to 11:15AM

 SAT, DECEMBER 15    
FAMILY ART PROJECT—
SPARKLE AND SHINE - 
Visiting artist Esperanza 
Cortes helps us ornament 
soft, fragrant pine boughs 
with shiny foil, glittery 
beads and natural objects, 
like cones, dried herbs and 
spices. Tie up a small sachet 

to create your own glowing, 
deliciously scented decora-
tion. Free, and admission 
to the grounds is free until 
noon. ECOLOGY BUILD-
ING, 10AM to 1PM

 SUN, DECEMBER 16    
FAMILY ART PROJECT—
SPARKLE AND SHINE - 
Visiting artist Esperanza 
Cortes helps us ornament 
soft, fragrant pine boughs 
with shiny foil, glittery 
beads and natural objects, 
like cones, dried herbs and 
spices. Tie up a small sachet 
to create your own glowing, 
deliciously scented decora-
tion. Free with admission 
to the grounds. ECOLOGY 
BUILDING, 10AM to 1PM

 SUN, DECEMBER 16    
GARDEN AND CONSER-
VATORY HIGHLIGHTS 
WALK - Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal gar-
den highlights. Free with 
admission to the grounds. 
MEET AT PERKINS VISI-
TOR CENTER, 2 PM

Wave Hill is located at 
675 West 252nd Street. For 
information call (718) 549-
3200 ext. 232.

The Bronx Opera will celebrate 
46 year golden anniversary with a sea-
son opener of  The Thieving Magpie, a 
melodrama in two acts by Gioachino 
Rossini, the composer of The Barber 
of Seville, William Tell, and Cinderella.  

The story involves a servant 
girl and her romance with a young 
soldier. While his father approves, his 
mother Lucia does not  – and will stop 
at nothing to keep the two apart. Her 
malicious machinations start with the 
mysterious theft of cutlery and end 
with the servant girl taken off to be 
executed! 

Along the way we meet a lech-
erous Mayor who must never know the 
REAL identity of the servant girl’s fa-
ther… and the thieving magpie.

 Stage director Benjamin Spier-
man puts it all together, supplying the 
audience with a spoon (and fork) full of 
twists and surprises.

The performances will take 
place Saturday, January 12, 2013  at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, January 13, 
2013 at  2 p.m. at Lovinger Theatre at 
Lehman College.

Tickets range from $15 – $30.
For more information, visit 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/269789. 

* * * 
The holiday season is always chock-
full of exciting activities and events at 
the New York Botanical Garden, and 
this year is no exception. 
The Holiday Train Show is a delight for 

both the young and young at heart.
 There are special Bar Car Nights for 
adults who enjoy their merriment with 
a cocktail accompaniment. Exclu-
sive MasterCard® Budding Masters 
Gingerbread House Workshops for 
MasterCard cardholders are a unique 
way to celebrate the season with the 
kids, and there’s plenty more to do for 
children and adults alike, from Gin-
gerbread Adventures and The Little 
Engine That Could™ Puppet Shows 
to holiday-themed Adult Education 
courses and shopping for unique gifts 
at Shop in the Garden. 
Get tickets and more information.
For more information visit http://www.
nybg.org/.

Bronx Opera celebrates anniversary

The American Cancer 
Society of the Bronx is now 
on Facebook.

Facebook members can 
view information on upcom-
ing events, volunteer oppor-
tunities, how to fund raise 

American Red Cross on Facebook
for a cure (Strides, Relay 
For Life, Coaches vs. Can-
cer), and other group activi-
ties in the Bronx.

The page will also fea-
ture cancer survivors and 
dynamic volunteers who 

help the group’s work pos-
sible in the Bronx. 

Viewers can click LIKE 
at http://www.facebook.
com/AmericanCancerSoci-
etyOfTheBronx.

SCOTT PLACE CAFE
3604 E. TREMONT AVENUE
SUNDAY BREAKFAST AND

LUNCH BUFFET
CALL (718) 684-2326 
FOR INFORMATION
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S C
IS COMING TO TOWN

Support your Local Merchants at Pelham Parkway & White Plains Road where you will always find sales and bargins galore!

Sat. & Sun. Dec. 8th & 9th.
Sat. & Sun. Dec. 15th & 16th.
Sat. & Sun. Dec. 22nd & 23rd.

Courtesy Of

White Plains
Road BID
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Y
3201 Philip Ave. 

OU RING...WE BRING...$10.00 MIN.

  

  

   

Please Be Patient...
Food Is Made Fresh

To Order!!

    

DELIVERY HOURS
MON - THURS

5PM-10PM
FRI, SAT, 12PM-11PM

SUN 12PM-10PM

Try Our
Sizzling
Rib Eye
Steak!

Sun, Mon, Tues Night
(Sunday Bar Only - 4pm-10pm)

WINGS
SPECIAL

EAT-IN ONLY

EVERY THURSDAY
Starting At 6:00pm

 
EAT-IN AT BAR ONLY

TRY OUR NEW
BUFFALO CHICKEN  Pie

(Available in All Sizes)

BAR
LUNCHES

$600

CORONA

MILLER LITE

s

A
Try  Our

GREAT PIZZ
And Specialty Pies

featured in the

New York Time

BEER
BUCKETS

PARTY ROOM
AVAILABLE
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BY JOANNE TIMMINS
With Thanksgiving 

just behind us and the New 
Year just ahead, all crea-
tures great and small (ex-
cept perhaps for turkeys)  
count their blessings.  We 
here at TNCAP are no dif-
ferent. We’re running out 
of fingers and toes as we 
count the achievements of 
the past year,  thanks to 
the leadership and vision 
of  our  dedicated  coali-
tion members who help 
make things happen.  Our 
coalition is made up of 
people from many differ-
ent walks of life who are 
concerned about substance 
abuse among youths in the 
Throggs Neck communi-

ty.  We have been meeting 
monthly for  14 years now 
on a voluntary basis and  
we continue to go strong. 

Great organizations 
are made of great people. 
We are indeed blessed with 
these and wish to thank 
all coalition members, past 
and present, for their con-
cern, energy,  advocacy  and 
commitment.  Our member-
ship as of November 2012  
includes:  Congressman Jo-
seph Crowley (Thomas Mes-
sina, rep);  Senator Jeffrey 
Klein ( Katherine Pichardo-
Erskine, rep); Assemblyman  
Michael Benedetto (Michael 
Johnson, rep);  Council-
man James Vacca (Raquel 
Vazquez, rep);  Bronx Bor-

ough President (Andy To-
ledo, rep);   the 45th PCT 
Community Council, Bob 
Beider  (PO Rhonda Morris- 
Davoren, rep);   Community 
Board # 10, Kenneth Kearns 
(Patrick Caruso, rep);   NYC  
Dept.  of Education District 
8 (Zach Rohomon and Kevin 
Allen); Bronx District At-
torney (Gerry Arrighi, rep);  
Bronx Times Reporter, Lau-
ra Guerriero;  Edgewater 
Park Owners Cooperative 

(Eileen Murray and Bar-
bara Lyndsay, reps);  First 
Lutheran Church , Peter 
Urban;  Jacobi Hospital 
(Laura Bufano, rep);  Kips 
Bay Boys and Girls Club, 
Sinclair Hollingsworth;  
Lehman  HS (James Rodri-
guez, rep);  Mott Hall School 
(Darlene Leidy, Parent Co-
ordinator);  MS 101 (Teresa 
Wong, Parent Coordinator);  
Parish of St. Frances de 
Chantal;  Phipps Beacon @ 
192, Monique de la Oz (Ra-
fael Vargas, rep); Preston 
Center of Compassion and 
Preston High School, Sr. 
Patricia Warner;  PS 14 (Ev-
elyn Epereira-DeStefano, 
Parent Coordinator);  PS 
304 (Maggie Perez and Lisa 

Schiliro-Reilly, Parent Co-
ordinator);  PS 71 (Anna Or-
tiz, Parent Coordinator);  PS 
72 (Veronica Brugman, Par-
ent Coordinator);  St Bene-
dict Parish (Sr. Joan Quinn 
and Carmen Mejia, reps);  
Schuyler Hill Funeral Home 
, Kathy McQuade;  SUNY 
Maritime College (Maureen 
Walsh,  rep);  Throggs Neck 
Little League , Frank Eisele;  
Throggs Neck Merchants  
Association , Stephen B. 
Kaufman  (Angela Molini-
ni, rep);  Throggs Neck Pub-
lic Library (Dawn Chance 
and Tanya Willis, reps);  
Urban Assembly Academy 
of Civic Engagement (Jo-
hanna Cuevas, Parent Co-
ordinator);  Urban Institute 

of Mathematics (Christina 
Andino-Dieguez, Parent 
Coordinator); Lehman HS 
Youth Representative Kim-
berly Cionca;  Community 
Members Sr. Anne Kelly 
and  Loretta MacKnight.

We’ve made great prog-
ress; we have more work to 
do… join us !

If you belong to a civic/
church/social  group, orga-
nization or  club, or are a 
Throggs Neck resident who 
wishes to reduce underage 
drinking and access to alco-
hol and other drugs, please 
contact us at (718) 904-1333 
ext. 28. 

A safe community is 
everybody’s business.  

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Hi again all and here’s 

what’s going on.  Friday is 
Dec 7th,  Pearl Harbor Day, 
Never Forget!  On Dec. 9th 
at around noon, we have our 
Annual Holiday Luncheon 
at the Nursing Home Sec-
tion of the VA Hospital.  Be a 
good elf and stop by around 
11 and help set up (or clean 
up afterward).  On the16th, 

the 3rd Sunday at 11 sharp 
(no video lessons this time), 
we will have our regular 
post meeting.  Our Annual 
Christmas Party at Americn 
Turners, takes place right 
after our meeting around 
noon.  Members may bring a 
spouse or friend. If you don’t 
have a current partner, why 
not bring a prospective new 
member?

A small but faithful 
gathering again at the An-
nual Auxiliary VA Gift 
Shop, providing comfort 

and small gifts to those hos-
pital bound.  Special thanks 
to two friends who accom-
panied the wife, Annie and 
Michelle.  Another thanks 
to this patrotic publication 
for extended photo coverage 
of our Veterans Day Parade.

A few words  about a 
“Veterans Referral Service” 
I understand is happening in 
the Co-Op City area.  I can’t 

use those words here, but suf-
fice it to say there are many 
services run by military 
veterans and entitlement ex-
perts and they are free!  The 
VA Hospital, 800 numbers, 
local elected officials offices, 
city & state agencies, all vet-
erans service ogranizations 
- specifically The American 
Legion (where you don’t even 
have to be a member to ask 

for assistance).  So now you 
know, you don’t need this and 
don’t have to pay anybody 
for assistance you may need 
with any health or education 
claims you are entitled too 
anyway!

Until Next Time:  Don’t 
forget the Joe Mazzariello 
Christmas Toy Drive this 
season and any other local 
efforts to help those in need.

      

by Paul Golluscio
Hello all!
 A big shout out thank 

you to all the volunteers that 
made the shut-ins at the VA 
Hospital very happy at the 
Christmas/ Holiday Party.

First off, some Newbees 
showed up, The Wertmann’s, 
Bill, Dottie and Tricia. They 
brought along home made 
cupcakes, cookies and Irish 
Soda Bread.

They enjoyed themselves 

as much as the patients. 
Our regular volunteers, 

Commander George Brins, 
George Amato, Tony Leboy, 
Clorindo Nieves, and Ron Go-
etz along with myself served.

 Shay-Mac and Chris 
Hiney not only played gui-
tars but brought along “T”-
Shirts to which all the Wa-
tering holes in Pelham Bay, 
Throgg’s Neck and Morris 
Park contributed. Bob and 
Linda Doyle were a credible 

Santa and Elf.
The Transit Pride Pipe 

and Drum played their 
hearts out.

Jack Erickson and Glo-
ria Castellano came with 

goodies from all the services 
to distribute to the folk. I 
hope I didn’t leave any one 
out, if so , I’ll make it up next 
column.  We at 620 brought 
along cookies, pies and coffee 
which we served.

 I also want to give a 
hearty thank you to the VA 
Volunteers who are always 
there on Sundays as well as 
the recreation Staff. Thanks 
Guys. 

Meanwhile, back at the 

620 Ranch, the children’s 
Christmas Party will be held 
on Saturday, December 8. 

Speaking of December 
8, That’s when Hanukkah be-
gins, so Happy Hanukkah to 
all concerned. We have time 
for Christmas and Kwanzaa 
which falls on the 25 and 26 
respectively. 

Trivia Time!!
 December 1, 1955, saw 

Rosa Parks not give up her 
seat on a bus in Selma in pro-

test.
 December 3, 1967, saw 

the first human heart trans-
plant  in South Africa.

 Prohibition was re-
pealed on December 5, 1933. 
(XXI Amendment) 

December 7, 1941, The 
date that will live in infamy, 
saw bombs fall on Pearl Har-
bor bringing us into WWII.

 Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Whatever happened to 

the concept of accountabil-
ity?  

In Washington, there 
is a complete lack of liabil-
ity for the failure to achieve 
the tasks our government is 
responsible for, in just about 
every area that the Consti-
tution and federal law man-
dates national jurisdiction. 

The United States Senate 
has not passed a budget since 
2009.  The Senate leadership 
can’t blame anybody for their 
failure, since just one party 
has controlled that branch of 
government since that year. 
Indeed, for the first two years 
following the election of 2008, 
just one party held the White 
House, the Senate, and the 

Action
Association

House of Representatives.
Normally (that is, pre-

2009), the procedure had been 
that each branch of Congress 
would pass a budget, and the 
two sides would “reconcile” 
their differences and pass a 
bill for the President to sign.  
While the House of Represen-
tatives has passed budgets, 
the Senate has failed to act.

With the exception 
of the Tea Party, few have 
commented on the federal 
government’s failure to com-
ply with the Constitutional 
mandate to regularly pass a 
budget, or 1974’s Public law 
93-344, requiring an annual 
budget.

That hasn’t stopped 
Washington from spending, 
however.  We are now over 

$16 trillion in debt, and the 
amount grows every second.  
Oddly enough, for all the dol-
lars being spent, it is diffi-
cult to see just what we have 
gained.  Now, negotiations 
are underway in Washington 
with the goal of addressing 
the budget deficit by raising 
taxes.  That seems like trying 
to solve an alcoholic’s addic-
tion by providing a lot more 
booze.  

Indeed, Washington is 
even spending funds it abso-
lutely has no moral right to 

use.  One of the reasons that 
Social Security is heading for 
bankruptcy is that the gov-
ernment, instead of putting 
the money it takes out of your 
paycheck for Social Security 
in a “lock box” account, uses 
it like any other income.  

Some of our taxes are 
already the highest in the de-
veloped world, including our 
corporate taxes.  It’s not just 
the high price of labor and 
the extraordinary burden of 
over-regulation that drives 
jobs out of America; it’s also 
that globe-topping 35% cor-
porate tax rate. 

The federal government 
also has the responsibility to 
control our borders.  It has 
completely failed to accom-
plish that goal, either.

Since the time when 
President Thomas Jefferson 
commissioned Lewis and 
Clark to explore the west, 
and coordinated the develop-
ment of the transcontinental 
railroad, Washington has 
always played a key role in 
opening up new frontiers.  
Within the past few years, 
however, NASA’s manned 
space program has been 
eliminated. 

The most important duty 
the federal government has is 
to protect the nation. Lately, 
however, the White House 
has been hesitant to even 
admit that serious threats to 
our national security exist.  
China’s vastly modernized 
military and its belligerence 
in the Pacific goes virtually 

unaddressed. Russia’s mas-
sive rearmament is not men-
tioned.  Iran’s headlong rush 
to develop nuclear weapons, 
which will be complete in ap-
proximately seven months, 
has not been effectively coun-
tered. 

Apparently, we have en-
tered an era when account-
ability no longer matters.  
Despite an ever-growing 
federal bureaucracy, our na-
tional government fails, in 
increasingly serious areas, 
to perform its mandated role 
despite having vast resources 
at its disposal. Contact CO-
MACTA at nycommunityac-
tion@gmail.com; tune into 
our sponsored radio broad-
casts, and visit our website at 
comactainc.com. 
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BY MARY JANE MUSANO
This year our Christ-

mas Tree Lighting will be 
on December 16th at 4:45 at 
Sampson-Schneider Park 
across the street from the 
First Lutheran Church.  
Everyone is invited so 
please tell your friends and 
neighbors.

This is a time for 
neighbors and friends to 
gather to enjoy hot choco-

late and treats as we en-
joy the highlights of the 
Christmas season.  Santa 
will arrive from the North 
Pole at about 5:15 with gifts 
in hand for all good chil-
dren (12 and under).  Please 
arrive early as gifts will be 
given on a first-come first-
served basis.  

     Santa will arrive in 
a very special way thanks 
to Chateau Stables.  Your 

little ones eyes will widen 
with wonder as they see 
Santa ride down to the park 
in a horse and carriage.  It’s 
become tradition for us and 

we hope you enjoy our old 
fashioned Christmas Tree 
Lighting as much as we do!

     This year you will 
be treated to Christmas 
carols sung by the children 
attending the Primavera 
Italian Language classes 
directed by Loretta Zaino, 
head of this wonderful pro-
gram.  This will take place 
before Santa arrives so 
come early!

Next Meeting
Our next meeting 

will be on December 13th 
at 7:30 at PS 14.  It will be 
our Christmas Party and 
all are invited.  This is a 
great time to invite a friend 
or neighbor to come along 
with you so that they can 
meet our members and per-
haps join our association.

     There will be a 50/50 
and ticket gifts as well as 

punch, coffee and sweet 
treats.  So mark the date on 
your calendar so you will 
not forget.

     There will also be 
an opportunity to tell us 
what you would like us to 
work on in 2013.  What is 
important to you?  We want 
to know.  So, think about it 
and be ready to speak about 
your ideas on December 
13th.

Volunteer Ambulance
Corps

BY BILL HEANEY
The Throggs Neck Vol-

unteer Ambulance Corps 
will hold its annual holiday 
fundraiser this Saturday, 
Dec. 1.

The event will feature 
representatives from AVON, 
Party Lite and Two Sisters 
Gourmet selling holiday 
products, as well as a visit 
from Santa Claus for the 
children.

If visitors would like a 

photo taken with Santa, the 
organization is asking for a 
$5 donation. 

The fundraiser will be 
from 2-6 p.m. at TNVA head-
quarters at 3955 East Trem-
ont Ave.

Officials said “the 
TNVA appreciates all that 
the community has done, 
does and will continue to do 
for us. TNVAC is only able 
to provide free ambulance 
service to OUR community 
through the generosity of 
others, whether it is mon-
etary or volunteering.”

For further informa-
tion contact the group at 
(718) 430-9501 or email 
wheaney@tnvac.us. 

Bronx Underground 
will host a Winter Wonder-
land Black & White prom 
on Friday, December 14 at 6 

Black & White Prom December 14th
p.m. First Lutheran Church 
of Throggs Neck at 3075 
Baisley Avenue. 

The event is open to ev-

eryone and costs $10. 
For more information 

visit www.bronxunder-
ground.com.    

The MetroCard Mo-
bile Van will visit Throggs 
Neck next week.

It will be parked in 
front of Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto ’s office 
at 3602 E. Tremont Ave. on 
Friday, Dec. 14, from 1 – 3 
p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile 
Van enables:

• Senior citizens 65 years or 
older to apply for Reduced-
Fare MetroCard and re-
ceive a temporary card on 
the spot (Bring proof of age 
such as a Medicare card 
and valid photo identifica-
tion);
• People with disabilities 
that qualify, and who pres-
ent a Medicare card and 

valid photo ID such as a 
driver’s license to apply for 
Reduced-Fare MetroCard;
• Daily riders to add money 
to their Reduced-Fare Met-
roCard; and
• Everyone to get all Metro-
Card questions answered.

For more information, 
call Benedetto’s office at 
(718) 892-2235. 

MetroCard Van schedules visit

BY JOSEPH ODDO
Hi to all, We at Pelham 

Bay Taxpayers hope that ev-
eryone had a very enjoyable 
thanksgiving holiday. And, 
that the serious business of 
holiday shopping is on your 
radar for sooner rather then 
later. As we go about our 
shopping lets not forget to 
visit our locale merchants. 
Valentina’s for interesting 
gifts, S and D Catering and 
Vito’s for catering and for 
quality holiday family pho-
tos Ed Romeo’s studio on 
Westchester Ave near Con-
tinental. 

So before you ride out to 
the mall and pray that traf-
fic is not too bad, walk over 
to our shopping district of 

Westchester Ave. from Pel-
ham Bay Station to Crosby 
Ave. It also extends south 
down Crosby to Middletown 
Road.

Along this route you 
can find party supplies, 
gifts, greeting cards, wrap-
ping paper, food, good food, 
American, Italian, Greek, 
Latin, Mexican, yes there 
are liquor stores and three  
Drugstores for your morn-
ing after antacids. Boy 
that is a lot to offer. Need a 
breather from shopping. N 
problem the area also offers 
two quality diners. George’s 
and Quality both are on 
Crosby and Westchester 
Ave. Oh your at the other 
end near Middletown Rd. 

Jimmy Ryan has you cov-
ered. Their menu extends 
from full meals to light 
snacks. 

 Need walking shoes, 
check out Catania’s on-
Westchester Ave.  After 
decades of service to our 
community they will soon 
be retiring and closing their 
business. We wish them 
well. And, hope that their fu-
ture will find them healthy 
and happy in whatever they 

do. So drop in say hello, 
wish them well, get yourself 
a great pair of shoes (their 
on sale) and then walk on 
over to your next stop and 
shop.

Just a reminder: The 
month of December can be 
very stressful. If you are 
seeking something more our 
community has a number of 
religious institutions that 
are waiting to meet you. So 
don’t be bashful. December 
is not just about shopping. 
If you are a serviceman or 
woman, a first responder, 
or a member of their family 

BY EDITH BLITZER
Councilman James 

Vacca was the guest speaker 
at our meeting on November 
13th. We had a packed house 
of over 60 community people 
who came to hear the Coun-
cilman enlighten them on 
events within the communi-
ty. He answered numerous 
questions and joked with 
the audience. Everyone had 
a good time.

The PPNA, a not-for-
profit association who re-
lies on our once a year fund 
raiser and monthly dona-
tions from friends of PPNA. 
This year we were able to 
purchase and raffle off Tur-
keys to our membership. We 
saw a lot of happy faces. We 

also donated to the 49th Pre-
cinct National Night Out to 
ensure they had music.

We were able to write 
checks to the PPJCC for 
their food pantry open to 
everyone) in September and 
again in November.  We also 
volunteered our services as 
well as donated to Assem-
blyman Mark Gjonaj’s open 
door event to aid victims of 
Supper Storm Sandy.  These 
are only a few of the things 

the PPNA has accomplished 
for the year 2012.

Thanks to Assbly-
man Gjonaj, and some mer-
chants, Lydig Avenue, for 
the first time in history has 
Holiday Lights.

These lights represent 
the holiday spirit and give 
us hope that better times 
are coming.

We are proud of what 
we do and hope to accom-
plish even more this com-
ing year. May you all have 
a Happy Chanukah,a Merry 
Christmas,Happy Quanza 
and most of all a happy and 
healthy New Year.

We look forward to 
seeing you at our January 
meeting. 

you’re not alone.
 There is a diverse com-

munity here just waiting 
toembrace you as we em-
brace all members of our 
community. So reach out 
and some will be their for 
you.      

 The next meeting of 
the Pelham Bay Taxpayers 
and Civic Association will 
be held on December 19, 
2012. Our  guest  speaker 
will be John Cerini alias 
The Bronx Tax  Man. Yes, 
he will be speaking on tax 
matters. He is also a great 
person to question on issues 

of insurance.
We will be meeting in 

the Saint Theresa school 
cafeteria, located at the 
corner of Pilgrim Ave. and 
Saint  Theresa Ave. The 
doors open at 7 p.m. for so-
cializing,  coffee  and cake. 
The meeting starts at 7:30 
p.m.

 The Pelham Bay Tax-
payers can be reached by 
mail at Post Pffice Box 
610233, Pilgrim Station, 
Bronx, NY 10461. 

Thank you and happy 
shopping!   
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BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32” X18”
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

NO
TAX$159

$179
No Min. Req.

NOW

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•20 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now
TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED

& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

$
$ 18992099

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Reg $389.00

CUSTOM MADE

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

$899 $899 $949 $949

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
STOP MOULDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

FULL LIFETIME GUARANTEE

You Pay 
NO 

SALES
TAX

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

•

599
GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

189$
Energy Star Windows

SUPER
SAVER

Uniweld Double Hung
FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

•Low E Argon Gas
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Moulding

349

STORM
DOORS

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX

Now

TOP
UALITY!Q

Any Size

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$
COUPONCOUPON

NO
SALES
TAX! www.uwds.com (888) 631-2131

HUNTINGTON PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

BRONX WESTCHESTER
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

130-11 Atlantic Ave.
Richmond Hill, NY  11418

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

FREE in Home
Estimates

AWNINGS& CARPORTS

42” x 36”

TL

6' x 4'

$349
$489

COUPON

DOOR HOODS

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $250 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1999

1799
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

NOW $$ 549699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

No TAX!10 Colors Optional

FULLY INSTALLED

•HEAVY DUTY Z FRAME
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•DEAD BOLT AND DOOR KNOB
•GLASS AND SCREEN

COUPON

ROOFING
Oakridge Architectural

Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

4295

2495
3695
1995

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

•100's Colors and Styles Certain Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SI ID NG
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst
CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

Duration
TruDefinition™

SALE 
DOES NOT 
APPLY TO 
EXSISTING 

ORDERS

HUGE DECEMBER SALE! 

Take Discounts off below prices December 1st - 23rd
NEW ORDERS ONLY 12/01-12/23/12 NO EXCEPTIONS

$18

WNDOW

$2099
LED
”

AGE
• 2 I
N

anel or C
COUP

FULLY IN
UP TO 96

49
ssss

89998999 $9499449 $

RANT
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St. Theresa School will be sending four or five “goodie boxes” of snacks and Christmas decorations 
every week to our Air Force servicemen and women stationed in Afghanistan.  The students enjoyed 
shopping and in soliciting $15 donations to pay for sending the boxes overseas.  Here are our hard-
working students and teacher, Mrs. Diane Fitzgerald whose son Christopher is one of the Airmen 
stationed in Afghanistan.

ST. THERESA SCHOOL SUPPORTS OUR TROOPS

Scanlan High School gives back
to community at Thanksgiving
This year, the different 

clubs at Scanlan not only 
followed the tradition of 
raffling off Thanksgiving 
Baskets to the students and 
faculty as a way of saying 
“thank you” for all of their 
support throughout the 
school year, they have also 
decided to take this tradition 
to another level.  Through 
the kindness, generosity, 
and caring hearts of our 
Scanlan family, the clubs 
collected a total of eighteen 
Thanksgiving Baskets for 
many needy people in and 
around our community. So 
many individuals worked 
so hard to make this hap-

pen in such a brief amount 
of time.  Baskets were cre-
ated for people in local nurs-
ing homes such as Throgs 
Neck Extended Care Facil-
ity and Providence Rest, 
local church communities, 
and even to a husband and 
wife who will soon be par-
ents of a baby girl. They lost 
everything at their home in 
Staten Island due the devas-
tating effects of Hurricane 
Sandy.

Scanlanites truly came 
together in realizing that 
caring, generosity, and good-
will should extend outside 
our front doors. On Monday, 
November 19th all of the bas-

kets were on display during 
our beautiful Thanksgiving 
Liturgy and were distrib-
uted later that afternoon to 
the different individuals by 
the school’s Student Coun-
cil Board Members: Lisbeth 
Parra-President, Abigail 
Si nt i m -Vic e -P r e sident , 
Tiffany Henry-Secretary, 
Kiana Hill-Treasurer, Jes-
sica Castillo-Historian, and 
Mark Colon-Senior Advi-
sor.  All students involved 
had the opportunity to see 
that dedication to charity is 
truly a blessing.  It is hoped 
that Scanlanites will carry 
on with this beautiful tradi-
tion in years to come.  
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BY ELIZABETH H. KWON MD
All babies cry some-

times during the first few 
months of life.  This is how 
they communicate.

When babies less than 
3 months old cry when they 
are not hungry, sick, over-
heated or in pain, we call it 
“colic”.  There is no known 
cause for colic.  Colicky ba-
bies are just  generally born 
more sensitive, cry more 
and need more attention 
than the average baby.  

What should you do 
when your baby cries?

Remember that you can-
not spoil a baby during the 
first 3-4 months of life.  The 
young baby is quite helpless 
and unable to comfort him/
herself effectively – thus, 
he/she needs your help. So 
hold and soothe your baby 
whenever the baby cries 
without a reason.

Consider trying the fol-

How to comfort crying baby
lowing techniques to calm 
your baby:

1) Try changing the 
baby’s diaper or giving the 
baby a pacifier

2) Sing to the baby or 
play calming music

3) Cuddle your baby 
in a rocking chair

4) Walk around the 
house holding your baby 
close or placed in a baby car-
rier or sling

5) Rock your baby in 
a cradle 

6) Place your baby in 
a baby swing or vibrating 
bouncer

7) Take your baby 
for a stroller ride indoors or 
outdoors

8) Give your baby a 
warm bath or massage

If all of these strategies 
fail after 30 minutes of try-
ing OR if you feel like you 
are at your wits end, then 
put your baby in the crib 

lightly swaddled in a blan-
ket and walk into another 
room.  It’s okay to let your 
baby cry for a while.  Check 
back every few minutes to 
make sure your baby is safe.  
If the baby continues to cry 
for 15 minutes, then after 
you regain your energy and 
feel composed again, pick up 
the baby and try the sooth-
ing activities again.   

If the baby cries con-
tinuously for more than 
3-4 hours, it may indicate 
that something is seriously 
wrong.  At this point, you 
should have the child evalu-
ated by a doctor.

Adapted from Instruc-
tions for Pediatric Patients 
by Barton Schmitt, MD.. 
1999 and Healthy Parenting-
NYC Health Bulletin from 
the NYC Dept. of Health and 
Mental Hygeine, Volume 6, 
No. 7.

Jacobi Medical Center 
and North Bronx Hospital 
were honored with an “A” 
Hospital Safety Score by 
The Leapfrog Group, an 
independent national non-
profit run by employers 
and other large purchasers 
of health benefits.

  The A score was 
awarded in the latest up-
date to the Hospital Safety 
ScoreSM, the A, B, C, D or 
F scores assigned to U.S. 
hospitals based on pre-
ventable medical errors, 
injuries accidents, and in-
fections. 

The Hospital Safety 
Score was compiled under 
the guidance of the na-
tion’s leading experts on 
patient safety and is de-
signed to give the public 
information they can use 
to protect themselves and 
their families.

“This rating is a high 
honor for our institution” 
said Senior Vice President 
Bill Walsh of the North 
Bronx Healthcare Net-
work, which includes both 

hospitals. 
“It’s also recognition 

of the dedicated staff we 
have at both Jacobi and 

NCBH who work together 
day-in day-out in keeping 
our focus where it should 
be, on the patients we care 
for.”

“Hospitals like these 
that earn an A have dem-
onstrated their commit-
ment to their patients and 
their community,” said 
Leah Binder, president 
and CEO of The Leapfrog 
Group. “I congratulate Ja-

cobi and NCBH for their 
safety excellence, and look 
forward to the day when 
all hospitals will match 
this standard.”

To see Jacobi and 
NCBH’s scores as they com-
pare nationally and locally, 
visit the Hospital Safety 
Score website at www.hos-
pitalsafetyscore.org, which 
also provides information 
on how the public can pro-
tect themselves and loved 
ones during a hospital stay. 
People can also check their 
local hospital’s score on the 
free mobile app, available 
at www.hospitalsafety-
score.org.

Calculated under the 
guidance of The Leapfrog 
Group’s nine-member Blue 
Ribbon Expert Panel, the 
Hospital Safety Score uses 
26 measures of publicly 
available hospital safety 
data to produce a single 
score representing a hos-
pital’s overall capacity to 
keep patients safe from in-
fections, injuries, and medi-
cal and medication errors.

Jacobi/North Central 
Bronx receive ‘A’ ratings

TH
E 

LA
TE

ST
 B

R
O

N
X

 S
P

O
R

TS
 S

CO
R

ES
TOP BRONX NEWS STORIES

C
LA

SSIFIED
S FO

R
 TH

E B
R

O
N

X

The Bronx Times On-Line
Your world is 24/7... NOW so are we.

      
    

   
   

   
   

   
   

 Y
OU

R NEIGHBORHOOD - YOUR NEW
S

®

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

This rating is a 
high honor of our 

institution. It’s 
also recognition 
of the dedicated 

staff we have.
Bill Walsh
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A l l  t h e  s o u n d  w i t h o u t  a l l  t h e  w i r e s .

Bose® Wave® 
m u s i c  s y s t e m  I I I

Just plug it in and hear what you’ve been missing. With 

the Bose® Wave® music system III, there are no stacks 

of components. No tangle of wires. No dials to adjust. 

Advanced Bose technologies work together to fill the 

room with the acclaimed performance that has made 

Bose the most respected name in sound. You enjoy clear, 

realistic sound that you may have only thought possible 

from a much larger, more complicated stereo. And the 

Wave® music system III also has a new FM/AM tuner for 

improved radio reception. New radio text for song and 

station information. Convenient new touch-top controls 

for on, off and snooze. And new dual alarms so you can set 

two different wake-up times. You enjoy an audio system 

like no other, an improvement on what was already the 

most highly acclaimed system in its class.

A roomful of premium sound…not wires. With the Wave® 

music system III, you’ll experience the pleasures of Bose 

quality sound moments after you open the box. Everything 

you need is built in, including the radio tuner and a CD/MP3 

CD player. You control them all with a convenient, credit 

card-style remote. You can also add the optional Multi-CD 

Changer to enjoy your music uninterrupted for hours on end.

Try it for 30 days, risk-free. Experience the Wave® music 

system III in your own home risk-free for 30 days. Choose 

your favorite color: Platinum White, Graphite Gray or 

Titanium Silver. And when you call, ask about making 

12 easy payments, with no interest charges from Bose.* 

Order your Wave® music system III with the Multi-CD 

Changer by December 31, 2012, and save $150. You’ll soon 

discover how delightfully simple it is to enjoy Bose sound.

*Bose payment plan available on orders of $299-$1500 paid by major credit card. Separate financing offers may be available for select products. See website for details. Down payment is 1/12 the product price plus applicable tax and shipping charges, charged when your order is 
shipped. Then, your credit card will be billed for 11 equal monthly installments beginning approximately one month from the date your order is shipped, with 0% APR and no interest charges from Bose. Credit card rules and interest may apply. U.S. residents only. Limit one active 
financing program per customer. ©2012 Bose Corporation. The distinctive design of the Wave® music system is a registered trademark of Bose Corporation. Financing and savings offers not to be combined with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change 
without notice. If the Wave® music system is returned, the Multi-CD Changer must be returned for a full refund. Offers valid 11/1/12-12/31/12. Risk-free refers to 30-day trial only, requires product purchase and does not include return shipping. Delivery is subject to product availability.

SAVE $150
when you order the 

Wave® music system III

with our Multi-CD Changer 

by December 31, 2012.

To order or learn more:

1-800-842-1428,
ext. TZ368

www.Bose.com/ WMS

Shown in 
Platinum White.
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Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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the endangered list.
Department of Educa-

tion representative Elaine 
Gorman, who moderated 
the meeting, told the audi-
ence she wanted to hear 
“what the numbers” don’t 
show about the school.

 The school faces a pos-
sible shake up - or maybe 
even closure - after the lat-
est 2011-12 progress report 
gave it another low grade – a 
D – on the its annual report 
card.

The school received 
a B in College and Career 
Readiness, but Fs in Stu-
dent Progress (earning 
class credits and passing 
Regents Exams), student 
performance (graduation 
rates and types of diplomas 
earned), and school envi-
ronment.

School principal Rose 
LoBianco argued at the 
meeting that the school is 
improving, citing that in the 

Lehman High School progress report
From page 1 2009-10 and 2010-11 progress 

report that had the school 
getting an F. 

“After two years as a 
F status, Lehman is no lon-
ger an F school,” said LoBi-
anco. “We have now moved 
to a D school. It is not where 
we want to be, but we have 
moved off the F status, and 
that shows data moving [in 
a positive direction].” 

She said DOE’s inter-
vention has reduced en-
rollment to 2,950 students. 
The official number on the 
school progress report was 
at 3593, a measure from the 
last school year. 

The principal said it 
has also created six new 
“academies” within the 
larger school. 

“The academy struc-
ture has designated staff 
around 550 students - that’s 
it,” said LoBianco.

The exception, she add-
ed, is a senior class academy 
that may have more stu-
dents.

The smaller academies, 
she noted, are partly auton-
omous.

 She also touted the cre-
ation of a new “screened” 
academy at the school, the 
Anne Hutchinson Academy. 

“What we are trying to 
accomplish is almost like 
what the DOE is trying to 
accomplish with smaller 
schools, only under one 
roof,” she said. 

Teachers, students, 
and parents at the meeting 
pointed out many positive 
programs at one of the few 
remaining large, compre-
hensive high schools in the 
borough.

That included the 
student-run Lehman TV 
and classes offering college 
credit subjects such as crim-
inal justice, as well as im-
provements in safety with 
the installation of metal de-
tectors. 

English teacher Al 
Bruno said parents at Leh-
man need to be involved in 

Lehman H. School principal Rose LoBianco (l) and city Department of Education representative Elaine 
Gorman (r) during a meeting of parents, teachers, and community members at the school on Monday, 
Dec. 3.

Photo by Patrick Rocchio

their children’s education, 
noting that  “if it doesn’t 
start at home, it will never 
start here.” 

Several teachers and 
parents said the years of 
talk about the school failing 

and possible “turnarounds” 
or closures have hurt the 
morale of both students and 
staff. 

Parent Association 
president Elvin Flores said 
he didn’t think there was yet 

a sense of urgency among 
parents.

 He stressed that change 
at Lehman will take time. 

“They want overnight 
change, and that is just not 
going to happen.”

early this fall. In both cases, 
plaintiffs will also argue that 
DOH behaves as a shadow 
agency with no oversight. 

Stiff fines
Members are also fed 

up over the agency’s sky-
high letter grade fines of 
up to $585, with some viola-
tions having no direct link 
to food cleanliness.  

Local restaurants band together to fi ght Health Dept. letter grading system
From page 1 “My biggest gripe is 

inconsistency,” said Richie 
Di Nardo, owner of Emilio’s 
Family Restaurant in Mor-
ris Park. “You get different 
health department inspec-
tors and one says one thing, 
the other says another.” 

Di Nardo’s been hit 
with thousands in fines 
ranging from live mice to 
improper plumbing.  He 
doesn’t mind inspectors 

dropping by, but wishes 
they gave him warnings in-
stead of steep fines.  

“You can’t go around, 
give fines and expect that to 
be educational,” said Di Nar-
do, whose pizzeria now holds 
a “Grade Pending” rating.  

Megan Zangaglia, who 
runs the grade-A McGee’s 
Tavern in Throggs Neck, 
has had inspectors drop by 
her tavern six times since 
opening a year and a half 
ago.  Since then she’s paid 
out thousands in fines.  

Revenue machine?
Rosetta Lawless, owner 

of the Shamrock Inn in Pel-
ham Bay for seven years, 
is convinced DOH uses the 
restaurant industry as a 
revenue machine.  

She’s seen inspectors 
make surprise inspections 
this year, resulting in several 
hundred dollars in fines for 
unsanitary conditions.  Her 
beef stems from inspectors 
often focusing their attention 
on violations that have noth-
ing to do with food, including 
one incident where she had a 
hole in her ceiling.  

The last violation - an 
improper food thermom-
eter - drove her to contest 
the charge at a tribunal 
hearing at the Office of 

Administrative Trials and 
Hearings.  

“They wouldn’t listen 
to my evidence,” said Law-
less, ultimately fined $300.

 Slapped with a B rat-
ing, Lawless has been invit-
ing anyone to inspect her 
kitchen and the rest of the 
premises themselves.  

The group is the brain-
child of of Mamma Lucia’s 
owner and perennial politi-
cal candidate Egidio Semen-

tilli.
Cash cows
 Calling Bronx restau-

rants “cash cows,” Semen-
tilli thinks targeting small 
businesses is a city revenue 
scheme.  

“The small mom and 
pop business cannot absorb 
these abusive fees,” said Se-
mentilli, who’s now hired at-
torney Aniello Grimaldi to 
take the case. 

“The city is putting 

people out of business and 
it’s not fair,” said Grimaldi.  
“There’s no end to it.” 

Health Department 
spokeswoman Chanel Car-
away, however, sees the let-
ter grading system as a way 
to “bolster food safety, not 
to generate profits.”

“The majority of res-
taurants that uphold high 
standards of cleanliness 
and food safety are not pay-
ing fines,” she said.  

Restaurant letter grades could be the thing of the past with a 
lawsuit in the works against the Dept. of Health.

A meeting to the first steps of a lawsuit against the Health Dept. took place at Mamma Lucia’s.  
Merchants seen here had just about enough with the agency over its letter grading system.

Photo by David Cruz
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Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

3199 Bainbridge Avenue, Bronx, NY 10467
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264
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“I think we struggled a lot. We weren’t ready for 
their physical style of play, and it took its toll.”

JOHN MARTIN...................................................................PAGE 64

Wings adjusting to fi rst ‘AA’ season

YES Network to present Fordham University games

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
The Wings girls basketball 

team has gone through some 
bumps in the road during its first 
season in the PSAL’s Class AA 
league, but are determined to get 
better. 

The 2011 PSAL Class A 
champs have been right there 
in three of its first four league 
games, only to fall short in the 
end. Despite the losses the Wings 
are embracing the challenge of 
playing in the top division after 
being a dominant program in the 
‘A” in recent years. 

“The A wasn’t that much 
competition,” junior forward 
Kwana Brunson said. “Now we 
have competition. We have to 
work harder and win games.”

Her team pushed perennial 
quarterfinalist Midwood 51-49 on 
the road Friday night. Wings had 
two chances to tie or go ahead 
late. Diceena Newsome had the 
ball stripped away from her on 
a fast break by Midwood’s Kyla 
Formey with 15 seconds remain-
ing down two. Casiris Ruiz later 
saw her 3-pointer, off a designed 
side out of bounds play, go long 
at the buzzer. Wings coach Juan 
Gonzalez felt he had to go for the 
win with 3.3 seconds left to play.

“Time was very short.” he 
said. “I had to go.  

His team’s biggest strength 
is the skill and size of its front-
court. Newsome paced Wings 
with 15 points, Brunson had 14 
and guard Omarelin Paulino 
added 12. 

Brunson also showed an 
ability to step out and hit the 
mid-range jumper, while News-
ome bullied her way to points in 
the paint. That physical style is 
something Gonzalez hopes to see 
more off. It use to be his squad’s 

bread and butter.
“That’s how we dominated 

during our championship team, 
rebounding the ball,” he said.

His team made a valiant 
comeback in season opening 

loss to Grand Street, before it fell 
short. Against Midwood, Wings 
led 39-35 on a Brunson hoop early 
in the fourth quarter and were 
up two with 2:5 remaining. Er-
rors and misses down the stretch 

kept them from putting it away, 
but that hasn’t discouraged them 
moving forward.       

“It’s little mental mistakes,” 
Gonzalez said. “We are going to 
keep digging and keep coming.”     

Lady Hornet Camera Miley leaps for the basket in Midwood High’s nail-biting finish against Wings Academy.

Photo by Stefano Giovannini

YES Network, the television 
home of the Yankees, will team with 
another Bronx institution for game 
broadcasts in 2012. 

YES will present six Fordham 

University men’s home basketball 
game broadcasts, including three 
key Atlantic 10 Conference match 
ups. 

Five games will emanate from 

the historic Rose Hill Gymnasium 
in the Bronx, while the other from 
the brand-new Barclays Center in 
Brooklyn. 

The announcement was made 

jointly, recently, by Fordham Ex-
ecutive Director of Athletics Da-
vid Roach, and YES Vice President 
of Production and Programming 

Continued on page 66 Continued on page 65

First broadcast will be “Battle of the Bronx,” Fordham vs. Manhattan

A Team 
Grows In 
Brooklyn
Ian O’Connor (ESPN.com) 

gave us this recap: “As the New 
York Knicks staggered off the 
floor and toward the Barclays 
Center tunnel, looking very 
much like a team that had just 
lost a sudden-death game, a fan 
edged up to a waist-high barrier 
and shouted words of consola-
tion never before heard in this 
basketball town.

“It’s OK, Manhattan,” he 
cried. “Don’t worry about it, 
Manhattan.” Brooklyn showed 
the same grit and resolve that 
defined their coach when he 
won a championship as quarter-
back of the San Antonio Spurs. 
Johnson warned his players af-
terward, “There are no parades, 
there are no trophies right now,” 
even if someone with a Stein-
brennerian stomach for the in-
tra-city fight would’ve wanted 
to hand the Nets the Mayor’s 
Trophy right then and there.                                                                                                           
The Nets have a ton going for 
them. They have contending 
talent (at last), a royal first 
couple (Jay-Z and Beyonce) for 
front-row face time on national 
TV, and enough loyal customers 
to shout down the same Knicks 
fans who once owned the arenas 
in Jersey.               

 “The atmosphere in here 
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BY JOE PANTORNO
Preston won the 

school’s first every CHSAA 
Class B city girls basketball 
title and made it all the way 
to the Catholic state final 
before seeing its magical 
run come to an end last sea-
son

A large portion of that 
squad returns with the 
hope of finishing the job. 
The Panthers received some 
trial by fire in their opener 
falling 61-38 to a strong St. 
Mary’s (LI) team in the St. 
Dominic Holiday Classic 
in Oyster Bay on Sunday. 
St. Mary’s was bolstered in 
the offseason by Division-I 
prospects and Mary Louis 
transfers Mei-Lyn Bautista 
and Jordan Agustus. Bau-
tista tallied 11 points and 
six rebounds.

“I think we struggled 

a lot,” Preston coach John 
Martin said. “We weren’t 
ready for their physical 
style of play and it took its 
toll.”

While there were plen-
ty of rough patches, Martin 
hopes the team learns valu-
able lessons from this loss. 
It shows the girls how tough 
they will need to be against 
team who play this style.  

“Our kids are going to 
come back to practice and 
work that much harder,” he 
said.

Preston made it’s way 
through a few bumps last 
season. The girls played the 
year in memory of school 
guidance counselor and for-
mer hoops standout Marga-
ret Donnelly who was killed 
tragically in a car crash last 
year. They also made their 
title run without top scorer 

Megan Triano, who tore her 
ACL in February. She said 
it was hard to watch from 
the bench, but was proved 
of what her teammates ac-
complished.  

Triano is back this sea-
son, fully healthy and add-
ed back to a strong core that 
includes Jasmina Dzurlic 
and Victoria Sorrell. Tria-
no posted seven points and 
two rebounds on her re-
turn against St. Mary’s and 
much more is expected. 

“It’s so great to be back 
and it’s great how the team 
has welcomed me back too,” 
Triano said. “Even through-
out the summer the coaches 
were helping me plus this is 
my senior year.”

Martin echoes her sen-
timents and expressed the 
importance of having his 
star forward return to ac-

tion.
 “This is really big for 

us,” the coach said. “Megan 
is one of our most physical 
players so we are very hap-
py she is back.”

While the loss Satur-

day night was rough, Tria-
no stresses patience in her 
team, which is meshing in 
some younger and more in-
experienced pieces. 

“It is the first game of 
the season and a lot of guys 

came up from JV,” Triano 
said. “We started practicing 
late but as the season pro-
gresses, things will come 
together and get a little 
easier. Hopefully we’ll just 
mesh together at the end.”

BY THE SHADOW
As the fall season 

winds down, Cintron Field 
becomes quiet.  Highlights 
of the final scheduled 
games are as follows:

Advanced Solutions 
took advantage of Interna-
tional Caterers, 3-0.  Inter-
national uad some strong 
showings on “O” by Haley 
Grill, Nicolette Dinino, Al-
yssa Weis.  On “D” by Lean-
ni Deleon,nEmma Viola 
and Grace Cammarati.

The coals were hot at 
Loretta’s Pizza “delivering 
a loss” to Alfies Place, 2-1.  
The s coring was shared 
evenly by Christos Argy-
ros and Nicholas Apicella.  
Pushing toward Alfies net 
were Lauren Catherall, Do-
menic Arciulo, Liam Tighe, 
and Leo Nikollas.  The wall 
was formed by Frankie Lu-
ciano, Mikaela  Apicella, 
Kristen Kenny and Daniel 
Nikollas.

The magicians from 
Magic Touch made the 
dancers from Performers 
Edge disappesr, 3-0. Pulling 
the rabbits were Gabriella 
Dinino(2) and Rachel Men-
na(1).  The stage assistants 
were Anthony Giuliano and 
Andrew O’Connor.  On de-
fense was Emily Bernhard.  

Gabrielle Roman pitched a 
shutout.

BronxTaxman charged 
sales tax at Crosstown 
Diner, 2-0.  The goals were 
scored by Danae Dookhie 
and Nicole Carillo with of-
fensive push by Alanna 
Martino, Sita Kone, Emma 
Carillo, Aileen CroweSara 
O’Keefe, Sara McCarthy, 
Maureen Crowe, Charly-
ann Casale. Jessica Von 
Kessel and Rebecca Cerini.  
The “D” was supplied by 
Reva Beban, Nikki Spinola, 
Megan Donovan and goal 
tender, Catherine Ficke.

Finest Auto Body “put 
dents” in Barino’s Market, 
2-0.  The goals were scored 
by Amanda Pjetrushi and 
Darin Jurado.  The offen-
sive camr from Kaylin Gua-
dalupe, Matthew Hernan-
dez, Jason Irizarry, Caitlin 
Keenan, Lexi Tarul and 
Christian Marano.  Defen-
sive standouts were Geo-
vanny Rodriguez, Nalina 
Rumando, Matthew Febles 
and Vincent Jones.

Porco Adjusting “cart-
ed away” Isabella Carting, 
4-0.  Scoring from Vincent 
Ferrantge(1) and Joseph 
Cala  the hat trick.  Holding 
the “D” were Chris Schack 
and Rocco Lepore.

S & J Marine played 
two games on the weekend, 
both ending ties, Lasting 
Impresions, 0-0 and St Bene-
dicts K of C, 2-2.  Against St 
Benedicts the goals were 
scored by the Von Kessel 
brothers, Steven and Chris, 
who put his in with 30 sec-
onds left for the tie.  Other 
strong performsnces from 
Paul Mutze, Sebastian 
Montalvo, Michael Cror-
kin, James Albertelli, Pat 
Baumgardner, Arty Clau-
dio, Charlie Gendy, Greg 
Pollack, Blaise Narcusco 
and joe Leidy, who played 
his last game for AFC.

The sportsters from 
Side Street  lost a tough one 
to Macaroni Kid, 3-1.  The 
goals were scored for the 
Kids by Adonis Kurtovic(2) 
and Joseph Healy(1).  Push-
ing the “O” for the pasta 
men were Arielle Justine, 
Jonathan Liga, Rene Ser-
rano and Almir Muratovic.  
The “D” was supplied by 
Kevin Killeen and Norysa 
Nelms.  The lone goal for 
Side Street was scored 
by Ralph Pulitano.  Oth-
er strong performances 
by Andrew Bulla, Tyler 
Savitz, Sabrina Rocco, Syd-
ney Anderson and Skylar 
Leonard.

AFC Rapid Soccer highlights
and game results for Week 12

The Audi Certified pre-owned  
vehicle you’ve been looking for 
is just a click away.

AnchorAudiofLynbrook.com

Anchor Audi of Lynbrook

843 Sunrise Highway (10 minutes east of JFK)

See what we’ve got and shop anytime.

Triano returns for still-meshing Preston hoops

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Steve Masiello under-

stands just how competitive 
Michael Alvarado is. The 
Manhattan men’s basket-
ball coach said he some-
times has to stop the Bronx 
native and former All Hal-
lows star from getting too 
down on himself during a 
game.

“I have to keep him up,” 
Masiello said. “If things 
don’t go right he is killing 
himself in time outs.”

The coach needed to 
calm down the entire squad, 
including Alvarado who 
just committed a foul, with 
less than 8:00 left to play 
trailing Fordham by four. 
From there it was Alvarado 
who was lifting up every-
one else. He scored 12 of his 
19 points in the second half 
and dominated the game’s 
final minutes of Manhat-
tan’s 65-58 win in the Battle 
of the Bronx at Rose Hill 
Gym Thursday night. 

“We take it a little bit 
personal since the schools 
are so close to each other,” 
Alvarado said of the Bronx 
matchup. 

Alvarado, who earned 
game MVP honors, had a 
hand in eighth straight Jas-
pers points, scoring six, to 
help give his team the lead 
for good at 53-52 with 4:53 
remaining in the game. He 

was 10-of-12 from the free 
throw line. Donovan Kates 
had 15 points for Manhat-
tan (2-3) as star George 
Beamon was held to just 10. 
Still it was Alvarado who 
picked up the slack when it 
mattered.   

 “They elevated the in-
tensity and Alvarado took 
over,” Fordham coach Tom 
Pecora said. “That was the 
difference I thought,”

The Rams (1-5), playing 
their third game without 
star forward Chris Gaston 
(ankle), got a big lift from 
sophomore Ryan Canty. 

The 6-foot-9 forward scored 
a career-high 18 points and 
Brandon Frazier, who was 
in foul trouble early, had 16 
points. 

Bryan Smith did a tre-
mendous job limiting Bea-
mon, who was averaging 
24.0 points coming in. Ev-
eryone needs to do a little 
more until Gaston return 
in the middle of December, 
especially since the Rams 
don’t return home until 
Dec. 23 against Siena.    

“It’s time to step up,” 
Canty said. 

A smaller lineup in 
Gaston’s absence didn’t 
work. Fordham was out 
rebounded 42-22 and shot 
just 36 percent for the 
game. Manhattan guard 
RaShawn Stores had nine 
rebounds, more than any-
one on the Rams. Pecora 
also lamented Manhattan 
getting 26 points at the free 
throw line. 

Alvarado accounted 
for a lot of that and was a bit 
surprised when his named 
was called for the MVP. He 
sat on the bench expression-
less as teammates Emmy 
Andujar shook him in con-
gratulations.    

“When they called 
my name I was pretty sur-
prised,” Alvarado said. “At 
the same time I was happy 
inside.” 

Alvarado leads Manhattan to win

Manhattan’s Michael Alvarado 
scored 19 points in a win over 
Fordham.
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Woody Freiman. 
Fordham/WFUV alum-

nus Ryan Ruocco, who also 
calls YES’ Nets games, will 
handle the play-by-play, while 
expert analyst Jim Span-
arkel, who works YES’ Nets 
telecasts alongside Ruocco, 
will provide color commen-
tary, their fourth season as 
the primary broadcast team.

The Fordham vs. Man-
hattan “Battle of the Bronx” 
begins the broadcast sched-
ule on Thursday night, No-
vember 29 at 7:30 p.m. Two 
December matinee pairings 
feature Fordham vs. Princ-
eton at the Barclays Center 

on December 15 at 2:30 p.m., 
and a pre-Christmas clash 
against Siena at Rose Hill on 
December 23 with a special 
noon tip off.

The trio of Atlantic 10 
Conference clashes includes: 
Duquesne on January 9 at 7 
p.m.; University of Massa-
chusetts on January 13 and 
Rhode Island on January 26, 
both at 1 p.m.

“This is an unprec-
edented broadcast schedule, 
and we are delighted that 
YES Network will bring 
sports fans and alumni in 
the Metropolitan area and 
throughout the country five 
Fordham home games from 
Rose Hill, and one when we 

travel to Brooklyn from the 
spectacular Barclays Cen-
ter,” said Tom Pecora, Ford-
ham head men’s basketball 
coach, said. “With such a 
rich Bronx tradition, YES 
and Fordham are perfect 
partners.”

“We are pleased to 
bring an expanded sched-
ule of Rams basketball to 
Fordham and basketball 
fans not only in the New 
York area, but throughout 
the country,” Freiman said. 
“Coach Pecora has invigo-
rated the Fordham program 
with a roster laden with lo-
cal student-athletes who are 
playing an exciting, up-beat 
style of basketball.”

“Battle of the Bronx”
Fordham vs. Manhattan

From page 63

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Mary Platt played with 

every ounce of energy she had 
in her final high school game. 
The Bronx Science senior hit-
ter was flying around the net, 
putting down kills, jumping 
high for every block attempt 
and diving on the court for 
digs.

Her efforts and the resil-
ience of her teammates wasn’t 
enough to knock off top-seeded 
and unbeaten Susan Wagner 
in the PSAL Class A girls vol-
leyball title at York College in 
Queens Tuesday night. No. 2 
Bronx Science fell, 27-25, 25-18. 
It ended one of the program’s 
best seasons as it finally broke 
through after three straight 
trips to the quarterfinals.  

“I wanted this a lot,” 
said Platt, who had 13 kills…
“Making it to finals is really 
great. Although we didn’t pull 
through with the big win this 
season’s been amazing.” 

Outside of a few un-
forced errors, the Wolverines 
(13-1) showed no sign of be-
ing distracted by the fact the 
coach Jeremy BasSie had an-
nounced that this will likely 
be his last match as coach. The 
28-year-old, fifth-year coach is 
stepping down in protest of 
how the PSAL is running the 
league and its unwillingness 
to listen to suggestions on how 
to improve its competitive bal-
ance. 

“If they want to improve 
the sport I’d be the first one 
to continue on,” he said. “For 
now [volleyball] is the worst 
run sport in the PSAL”

BasSie walked out of the 
York gym and did not partake 
in the awards ceremony with 
PSAL brass after shaking 
hands with the Wagner play-
ers and congratulating its 
coach and good friend Marco 
Altieri. He did not tell his 
players what he had planned, 
leaving Platt in shock when 
she had to accept the runner-
up plaque.

His players understood 
the move and defended him 
after he took heat for appear-
ing to be upset that the PSAL 
moved the title match, origi-
nally scheduled for Nov. 20, at 
the last minute because York 
was being used as a storm 
shelter following Hurricane 
Sandy. 

“He means well,” senior 
Dominique Watt said. “It’s 
no like he is saying kick the 
homeless out we want to play 
a volleyball game. It was the 
last straw that they were so 
unorganized.”  

BasSie’s team showed 
similar fight in the first set af-
ter falling behind 24-20. Platt 
had a block and two straight 
kills after a Wagner service 
error to tie the score at 24-24. 
The Wolverines were a point 
a way from winning the set 

after Wagner’s Julia Bogdan 
struck a ball out of bounds. 

Bogdan then rebounded 
for three straight kill to seal 
the dramatic set. Bronx Sci-
ence never quiet recovered, 
getting out slow in the second 
set and had no answer when 
Wagner took a 21-15 lead late 
in the set.

“When you lose a tough 
first set that does [put] a little 
weight on you,” Platt said. “We 
did try to move past it.”

Riverdale/Kingsbridge 
falls in ‘B’ final: Sixth-seeded 
saw its title hopes ended, 25-
22, 26-24, by No. 1 Fort Ham-
ilton. Riverdale/Kingsbridge 
beat No. 2 Scholars and No. 3 
George Washington to get to 
the match. Coach John Rein-
gold couldn’t have been more 
proud despite the defeat. 

“I’m certainty not happy 
going home with the loss, but I 
thought the girls represented 
well today.”

RKA, which was unhap-
py with its seed, pushed Fort 
Hamilton all match thanks to 
the play of Giulia Feigenbaum 
and Salveira Gonzalez. They 
rallied to tie the second set at 
24-24 after facing two cham-
pionship points. Fort Hamil-
ton’s height advance up front 
proved to be too much.

“The second set was 
there for us to take,” Reingold 
said. 

Science coach walks out on
championship ceremony after loss

Chief Jerry Demers 
and administrators Den-
nis Kandell, Jim Pellicone, 
Mike Pisaniello and Richie 
Farino thank all coaches 
for their help and coopera-
tion during a hectic, but fun-
filled season.

The Warriors wrapped 
up the season with in-house 
All Star Games in all three 
divisions of play and end-
ed the year earlier than 
any other, thanks to great 
weather on Saturdays and 

Sundays.
The All Star Games 

relfected all the hard work, 
enthusiasm and progress of 
all the players involved.

Sepcial congratula-
tions to division-winning 
champs in the Pee Wee Divi-
sion, the McNulty Funeral 
Home Rams, coached by 
Ron Hoina; the Miller Tire 
Blue Devils, coached by vet-
eran Eddie Esposito; and 
the North Bronx Paint and 
Hardware Jets, coached by 

Gary Phillips.
Next up for the War-

riors is the Winter Sports 
Program, which registers 
boys and girls, ages 10 to 12, 
at 7 p.m. on January 8 in the 
Lehman High School gym; 
and for 7 to 9 year olds on 
Thursday, January 10.

The Warrior organi-
zation wishes to thank all 
their sponsors, without 
whom they could not pro-
vide the program.

Warriors End 61st season
Bronx Science fell in two sets to Susan Wagner in the PSAL girls volleyball city championship match.

Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
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From page 63

was unbelievable,” An-
thony said. “It was a 
special place to play.”                                                                                                                                  
The Nets became the first 
Eastern Conference oppo-
nent to beat the Knicks, 
and the home team pulled 
it off Monday night in 
a game, Chandler said, 
“where both teams under-
stood what was at stake.”                                                                                                                         
So the Knicks should 
be afraid of Brooklyn, 
very, very afraid. They 
shouldn’t worry so much 
about getting out of the 
East, not when there’s 
suddenly a real reason to 
believe they might not get 
out of New York.

Week 12  
 Giants (7-4) 38- Pack-

ers (7-4) 10
The Giants sacked 

Aaron Rogers 5 times 
and they held the high-
flying packers to 201yds, 
passing and 116yds on 26 
rushes.  Eli was 16/30,243, 
1 sack 0 INTs. The Giants 
exhibited an intense de-
termination that worked 
against GB.  

No Chance -
Until There Is

Are the Yankees for 
sale? Is Rupert Murdock 
taking out his checkbook? 
Wallace Matthews looked 
at those questions and 
wrote, “Rupert Murdoch 
is knocking on the door 
of Yankee Stadium. How 
long will it be before he 
owns the entire building, 
and everything in it?

According to a New 
York Times report, News 
Corporation, the multi-
media behemoth run by 
Murdoch, is on the verge 
of acquiring 49%  of the 
YES Network.

A senior New York 
Yankees official, who in-
sisted upon anonymity, 
confirmed the impend-
ing deal, although the 
official insisted it was 
merely “the stockholders 
looking to monetize their 
investment.”

“This has nothing to 
do with selling the team,” 
the official said. “Under 
no circumstances will 
the team be sold.”

The point is, nothing 

is ever precisely the way 
the New York Yankees 
portray it to be.

George was in charge, 
until he wasn’t. Joe Torre 
was the manager, until he 
was fired. And the team 
isn’t up for sale.

Until it is.
The sale of nearly 

half of the YES Network 
to Rupert Murdoch may 
be as simple as the se-
nior team official says it 
is, an expedient way for 
Goldman Sachs -- which 
makes its living buying 
and selling off assets -- to 
score a cool $1.5 billion or 
more on its 10-year-old in-
vestment.

Or it could be the 
first step in an exit 
strategy designed to get 
the Steinbrenner fam-
ily out of the baseball 
business within the 
next three to five years.                                                                          
Perhaps the sale of nearly 
half the YES Network to 
News Corp is as simple as 
the Yankees team official 
is trying to make it appear.                                                                        
Or perhaps the self-con-
fessed finance geek has 

taken a look around his 
ballpark, at his roster 
and at his beloved bal-
ance sheets and calculat-
ed that it is time to get out 
while the getting’s good.”

Pinnoccci-Who?
Jerry Greene (Or-

lando Sentinel) said that 
after commissioner Bud 
Selig vowed to keep Mar-
lins fans in mind while 
monitoring Miami’s 
salary-dump trade to the 
Blue Jays: “And the amaz-
ing thing is that his nose 
didn’t grow an inch.”

Put It In Perspective
Then Norman Chad 

gave us his thoughts 
about the high scoring 
Jack Taylor, “I don’t want 
to take anything away 
from a fella who scores 
138 points in a game, but 
afterward he said, ‘It felt 
like anything I tossed 
up was going in.’ Really? 
He missed FIFTY-SIX 
shots.”
 Stick A Fork In Ryan

Ian O’Connor and 
Rich Cimini, both with 
ESPNNY.com, wrote 
about Rex Ryan and GM 

Mike Tannenbaum with 
regard to their future with 
the Jets. “Ryan talked a 
lot about his decision (to 
dress injured Tebow and 
not activate McElroy) in 
a conference call with re-
porters, and he kept going 
in circles. At one point, 
he sounded like a con-
cerned father, saying he 
didn’t want to jeopardize 
Tebow’s health by putting 
him into the game. In his 
next breath, he said, “He 
absolutely, 100 percent 
could’ve played.” There’s 
an irony here, of course. 
The Jets don’t play Tebow 
when he’s healthy, but 
they were willing to play 
him with busted-up ribs. 
Ryan said he’s not con-
cerned about losing his 
job, but you can bet he’s 
feeling pressure. People 
in the Jets’ facility are 
walking on egg shells; 
there’s a sense they’ll be 
goners if they don’t get it 
turned around. Perhaps 
Ryan’s judgment was 
clouded by the mounting 
pressure. Ryan said he’s 
not concerned about los-

ing his job, but you can 
bet he’s feeling pressure. 
People in the Jets’ facility 
are walking on egg shells; 
there’s a sense they’ll be 
goners if they don’t get 
it turned around. Woody 
Johnson will ride out the 
rest of this lost season 
with Tannenbaum and 
Ryan, but he has to begin 
making some back-room 
moves now. He needs to 
start putting out feelers 
to the free-agent likes 
of Sean Payton, Tony 
Dungy, Jon Gruden and 
Bill Cowher, and to the 
biggest stars of the col-
lege game, the Nick Sa-
bans and Brian Kelly.”

At Least It Wasn’t 
“Excessive” Stickum

Fred Billetnikoff was 
a wide receiver for the 
Oakland Raiders, in the 
mid 1960’s and always 
played with white tape on 
his fore arms, sticky side 
out, helping him catch 
passes. The tape was 
intended to push the en-
velope as far as possible 
without being penalized 
for use of foreign bodies.

Pipe Dreams:  Stick A Fork In Ryan; Pinnoccci-Who? 

Let the Bronx Times Reporter Provide

PHOTO COVERAGE
Of Your Next Event

Call Us:
718-742-3393
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The new chairman of 
the surgery departments 
at Jacobi and North Bronx 
Central hospitals got his 
baptism under fire, so to 
speak.

Only days after coming 
on board the North Bronx 
Healthdare Network, Hur-
rican Sandy hit.

 “I was extremely im-
pressed by the dedication 
and skill demonstrated by 
the entire NBHN team dur-
ing Hurricane Sandy and its 
aftermath, which occurred 
days after my start,” said 
Dr. John McNelis. “That 
was quite an initiation, but 
one that provided a year’s 
worth of experience. I am 
honored to be the chair of 
such an outstanding depart-
ment.” 

McNelis was selected 
after an extensive search to 
succeed Dr. Harry Delany 
as head of NBHN surgery. 

A native New Yorker, 
McNelis has been in the 
practice of medicine for over 
twenty years.

 “I welcome Dr. McNe-
lis to this very important 
leadership role within our 
network” said NBHN Se-
nior Vice President Wil-
liam Walsh. “His insight 
in patient safety will only 
enhance our commitment 
of excellence to those we 
serve.”

 McNelis graduated 
from New York University 
and received his medical 

degree from the State Uni-
versity of New York at Buf-
falo in 1983.  He is board 
certified in General Sur-
gery, Surgical Critical Care, 
Quality and Neuro-Critical 
Care.

 Following a fellowship 
at Newark Beth Israel Medi-
cal Center, McNelis served 
fifteen years at Long Island 
Jewish Medical Center in 
New Hyde Park, L.I., where 
he served as chief of trauma 
and surgical critical care. 
He later became vice chair-
man of surgery and direc-
tor of trauma and surgical 
critical care for Winthrop 
University Hospital in Mi-
neola, L.I.

 In addition to numer-
ous published articles and 
multiple presentations at 
national and regional meet-
ings, Dr. McNelis obtained 
his Masters of Science in 
Healthcare Management 
from Harvard University in 
2008.

 During his career, he 
has been a staunch advocate 
for patient safety and out-
come driven quality, serv-
ing as a Surgical Champion 
in the American College of 
Surgeons National Surgery 
Quality Improvement Pro-
gram.

 McNelis resides with 
his wife, attorney Maribeth 
Slevin-McNelis, and two 
children Eddie and Kara in 
Garden City, L.I. 

New Surgery chair
for Jacobi, NCB

Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)
718-377-6453 • www.morrisparkdental.com

EASY PAYMENT • Insurance accepted toward payment (No Medicaid)
• Claims analyst on premises to assist w/Insurance forms

Most procedures can be 
performed while you relax in a 

soothing twilight sleep

WE ACCEPT NO-FAULT & WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIMS
BE SURE TO READ HIS COLUMN “THE DENTAL DIARY” IN THIS PAPER

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For exisisting non-
insurance patients

FOR
JUST

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 12/31/12 - MUST HAVE COUPON

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ADVANCED WHITENING
ZOOM!
$399

Which includes Take-Home Trays
EXPIRES 12/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

BY DR. WILLIAM WOLFSON
Have YOU ever left 

a Physician’s or Dentist’s 
office understanding less 
than you thought you knew 
before you walked in? You 
are not alone! Understand-
ing and retaining informa-
tion relating to treatments 
or conditions that you find 
fearful, may be the reason 
for your loss of memory! 
Read the report below from 
the Intellihealth News and 
remind yourself AND your 
practitioner to “write it 
Down,” or request paper to 
take notes!

BY NANCY VOLKERS
INTELIHEALTH NEWS SERVICE

INTELIHEALTH - Den-
tists who give information 
to anxious patients might 

not be getting through to 
them, a study says.

Researchers looked at 
how well people understand 
information in the dentist’s 
office. One group was given 
information before having 
stitches removed. This was 
considered a lower-stress 
situation. The other group 
was given information just 
before surgery. This was a 
higher-stress situation.

Neither group under-
stood the information very 
well. However, the surgery 
group was much less likely 
to understand it. People 
who had a lot of dental-re-
lated fears were less likely 
to understand. So were 
people who expected to feel 
a lot of pain from their den-

tal procedure.
The study suggests 

that important information 
should be given to patients 
when they are not anxious 
or fearful. Otherwise, they 
may not understand it.

Year End News-Double 
Insurance Benefits for Pro-
crastinators!

Another source of mis-

understanding concerns 
the rules governing your 
insurance! Most folks are 
unaware that if they have 
not used their insurance 
yet this year, they can actu-
ally get double benefits by 
starting treatment during 
the last three months of the 
year! When you think about 
it, it does make sense...if 
you start treatment now, 
and it continues through 
January, the carrier can 
not legitimately ask you for 
your deductible twice, can 
they? Of course not! But 
you ARE entitled to both 

the 2012 Maximum, AND 
the 2013 Maximum. So lets 
do an example. Lets pretend 
you need some work done 
on a few teeth, or some ex-
tractions and a bridge. We 
send an estimate, do the 
extractions in 2012 and pre-
pare the bridge in 2013. We 
do the root canals and posts 
in 2012, but the crowns in 
2013! This is the ONLY time 
of the year this can work. 
So if you have been put-
ting off treatment because 
of the expense, its time to 
come in and see how much 
you might be able to save 

by splitting your treatment 
over two years!

And Finally!
Flexible spending ac-

counts are yours to use, 
but limited to out of pocket 
medical expenses. The ben-
efits expire and the money 
is LOST if you don’t use it 
now! What are you waiting 
for???

Dr. William Wolfson 
is the director of  Morris 
Park Den-tal Associates, 
located at 960 Morris Park 
Ave. Call 718-377-6453  for 
more info.
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1.866.MOBILITY  |  ATT.COM/NETWORK  |  VISIT A STOREC

The speed of AT&T 
covers New York City.

Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI.

Offer expires 12/31/12 or while promotional supplies last. Buy a Samsung Galaxy smartphone, get $200 off an eligible Samsung tablet offer: Requires new 2-yr wireless agreement with qualifying voice (min $39.99/mo.) and data plans (min $20/mo.) or Mobile Share plan on 
Samsung Galaxy smartphone. Eligible Samsung tablets are the Galaxy Tab 2 (10.1) and ATIV smart PC. Tablet requires new 2-yr agreement with data (min $14.99/mo.) or Mobile Share plan. Prepaid not eligible. Limit 2 tablets purchased under this offer. Discount is off of the tablet and will not exceed 
price of tablet. If one device is returned within 14 days of bundled purchase, you will be charged the difference between the discounted price and nondiscounted price for the device not returned. Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other 
terms, conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage for additional data provided. 
Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 14 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35 on smartphones and 10% of sales price for tablet. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, federal and state universal 
svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. Screen images simulated. All marks used herein are the property of their respective owners. 
©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

$19999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

SAMSUNG GALAXY S® III
One-touch Wi-Fi sharing

Buy any Samsung 
Galaxy smartphone 

and save up 
to $200 on any 

Samsung tablet.
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required on each.

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB™ 2  10.1
HD tablet with 10.1” widescreen display
Android™ OS

$49999 

$29999
After $200 off with purchase of 

Samsung Galaxy smartphone with 
new 2-year agreement and qualifying 

voice and data plans on each.


