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CB 10 supports Co-op City station
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GETTING READY FOR THE PROM!

The  Bronx’s 
Number One
Classifieds 

nity classifieds
To Advertise Call: 718-615-2520

Online: www.yournabe.com

s 26,29,31
p Wanted
elp Wanted
elp Wanted

l, Commercial
ntial Services

ovement
torage

•• Financing / Loans
•• Business For Sale
•• Misc. Business Opps
•• And More

•• Rentals
•• Properties For Sale
•• Open Houses
•• Commercial RE
•• And More

•• Career Training
•• Education Services
•• Tutoring
•• And More

•• Autos For Sale
•• Autos Wanted
•• And More

•• Beauty Care
•• Handymen
•• Home Improvement
•• And More

•• Garage / Yard Sales
•• Merchandise Wanted
•• Merchandise For Sale
•• And More
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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520 o Advertise Here

Call
718-615-2520

To Advertise
Here

Pages 26-30

Free inside today 

12 pages of 
SmartSource 
coupons

The  Bronx’s 
Number One
Sports

Pages 31-33

Making 
Bloomie

a glass act
BY DAVID CRUZ 

Hizzoner has been immor-
talized by a Bronx artist.  

But Mayor Bloomberg just 
doesn’t know it yet.  

Allerton businessman Har-
jeet Sandhu has crafted a mosaic 
portrait of Bloomberg that he 
wants to present to the 3-term 
mayor.  

“Everyone knows me as the 
sign guy, but now I’m going to be 
the sign guy and the artist,” said 
Sandhu, 63, who has run Boston 
Signs at 2528 Boston Road for the 
past 18 years. 

The heavy, 2-foot size por-
trait is a head and shoulders 
shot of Bloomberg inspired by a 
photograph.

 It took Sandhu five months 
to complete the piece, comprised 
of bits of tile glass molded with a 
chisel and sander.  

His passion to complete the 
job was so strong that he bled 
from his thumbs.  

Sandhu said he drew his in-
spiration for the mosaic from his 
love for the Big Apple.  

“I am from New York, he’s 
the mayor of a city I’m proud to 
live in,” said Sandhu.    

Before immigrating to the 
United States in 1985, Sandhu 
was a gym teacher in his native 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Big surprise - Community 

Board 10 wants a local Metro North 
train station.

The board voted unanimously 
to send a letter of support to the 
MTA, encouraging it to move for-
ward with building a Metro North 
station in Section 5 at Co-op City as 
part of a plan to expand service by 
2016. The board made the recom-
mendation on Thursday, May 17. 

As part of a plan to introduce 
Metro North train service to Penn 
Station via the Hell Gate Amtrak 
line, the MTA expressed interest in 
building four new stations - at Co-op 
City, Morris Park, Parkchester and 
Hunts Point - at a 2011 meeting with 
elected officials, community boards, 
and local leaders in Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr.’s office, accord-

ing to those at that meeting. 
CB 10 has supported the propos-

al since first hearing of it. Passing 
the resolution was a step towards 
supporting that goal, said Board 10 
district manager Kenneth Kearns. 

“It would help get Co-op City 
residents to Penn Station in 20 min-
utes - tops,” Kearns said. “The only 
difficultly is that Amtrak has the 
right of way to the tracks and they 
need to be negotiated with, as does 
space in Penn Station, which also 
has Long Island Railroad and New 
Jersey Transit.” 

Metro North already ser-
vices the west and central Bronx, 
and now wants to service the east 
Bronx, which has been without re-
gional train stations since the New 
York, New Haven, and Hartford line 

BreeAnna Mazzariello of Cardinal Spelman High School, ‘pins’ her 
date, Lehman High School student Alvin Tejera.  The couple attended 
Cardinal Spelman’s senior prom.  
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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New Bay Plaza Mall
bringing 1,700 retail jobs

BY DAVID CRUZ 
Bring on those jobs!
Some 2,000 construc-

tion jobs and 1,700 retail po-
sitions are expected for the 
new $300 million enclosed 
Bay Plaza Mall coming to 
Co-op City in 2013, officials 
said.

Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg and other 
elected officials made the 
announcement at a ceremo-
nial groundbreaking there 
earlier this month.  

A new Macy’s Depart-
ment Store and the present 
JC Penney’s will serve as 
the anchor tenants for the 
new mall. Macy’s already 
boasts a branch store in 
Parkchester.

The project adds about 
780,000 square feet to the 
center, bringing it to 2 mil-
lion square feet, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the 
project’s developer Prestige 
Properties.  

   The Marino Organi-
zation, which represents 
developer Prestige Proper-
ties, did not have a break-
down of how many of those 
retail jobs will be part-time 

or full-time.  
Still, the job numbers 

provide an economic shot 
in the arm for a borough 
with a 14% unemployment 
rate, the highest in the city.   

Diaz Jr. called the proj-
ect a “wonderful addition 
to the Bronx, bringing new 

jobs, new businesses and a 
new Macy’s.” 

“This [new mall] is go-
ing to be the size of three 
Yankee Stadiums,” joked 
Mayor Bloomberg.  “It’s 
going to be a major attrac-
tion.”

Talks to bring an-

other Macy’s to the Bronx 
had been in the making 
for nearly a decade, noted 
Edward Jay Goldberg, the 
department store’s senior 
vice president of external 
affairs.  He and his team 
looked at the economic suc-
cess rate in the Bronx and 
saw great potential.  

“When we saw the sig-
nals were right, even during 
a recession like this, we said 
now’s the time to go into it,” 
said Goldberg, who was fur-
ther convinced by the mall’s 
geographic location at Co-
Op City, which houses 55,000 
“built-in customers.”   

Goldberg said he 
doesn’t mind Macy’s neigh-
boring with the competitor.  

“We feed off of each 
other,” he said.  

The latest project is 
another example of the 
business economic boom 
happening in the Bronx.  
Construction is already 
underway for a BJ’s Whole-
sale store at the former 
Stella D’Oro factory in 
Kingsbridge.

 Reach reporter Da-
vid Cruz at 718-742-3383 or 
dcruz@cnglocal.com.  

The job 
numbers provide 

an economic 
shot in the arm 
for a borough 

with a 14% 
unemployment 

rate.

A new addition to the Bay Plaza Shopping Mall is coming, bringing nearly 4000 jobs to the Bronx.  
Pictured is an artists rendition of the store set to open in 2014.

Photo courtesy of Prestige Properties

YOUR PROMOTIONS SUPERMARKET

866.701.3263 � 718.969.3144
WWW.PROMOTIONALEMPIRE.COM

Pens (All Types)
Bags (Plastic/Paper)

Calendars
Water Bottles

Awareness Bracelets
Food Gifts

Corporate Gifts
Badges & Buttons

Electronics
Calculators

Computer Accessories
Eco Friendly Products

YOU NAME IT, WE GOT IT!!!
(We can customize your art, logo, messages on anything!)

�
�

��

1 COLOR WITH 

YOUR LOGO
144 min.

$295 
EACH

CORPORATE & TEAM 

OUTFITTING
� Staff Shirts �Giveaways
� Family Reunions
� School/Camps
�Organizations/Events

CUSTOM APPAREL
�T-SHIRTS
   (Screen Printing or Embroidered)
� CAPS/HATS � UNIFORMS
� JACKETS � BACK PACKS
� BAGS � TROPHIES

CALL FOR FREE 
CATALOG

866.701.3263 � 718.969.3144

Since 1995
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New student guide
to choose high school

Assemblyman Peter 
M. Rivera has published 
a directory that com-
piles data on all the high 
schools within the bor-
ough. 

The high school 
guide provides informa-
tion on all public, non-
public schools, charter 
schools and specialized 
schools for interested 
parents, students and the 
community at large.

“The Bronx is grow-
ing and becoming more 
diverse in its population. 
As a consequence, we 
have a diversity of high 
schools to choose from. 
A choice of high school 
is critical to a young 
person’s future,” Rivera 
said.

Readers of the guide 
will find important in-
formation about the 
schools that will help the 
decision-making process 
for which school a stu-

dent should attend much 
easier. This information 
includes the school’s ad-
dress, transportation 
routes, sports and exx-
tracurricular activities, 
program highlights and 
more.

The guide will be 
distributed to all middle 
schools in the Bronx as 
to allow incoming high 
school students the op-
portunity to peruse the 
directory at their lei-
sure. 

“It is our hope that 
this publication will help 
our youth to better con-
nect with the right edu-
cational opportunities. 
Education is a fundamen-
tal requirement in a civil 
society. Opportunity and 
acheivement unfettered, 
lead to a more informed 
citizenry that strength-
ens communities and en-
riches our entire nation,” 
said Rivera.

Help fi nding jobs for returning vets
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
They served their na-

tion, now it’s the nation’s 
turn to serve them.

But veterans returning 
from Iraq and Afghanistan 
are finding it just as tough - 
or tougher - to return to the 
job market.

State Senator Jeff Klein 
offered a tentative helping 
hand recently, holding a 
roundtable for veterans’ 
advocates and employers, 
focusing on finding return-
ing vets jobs.

 “Today, we were able 
to bring together veterans 
and business owners to 
discuss one of the most im-
portant issues facing veter-
ans today,” Klein said. “It’s 
not easy for anyone to find 
a job in this economy, but 
we owe it to our veterans to 
make their search a little 
less burdensome.”

Klein’s May 29 round-
table at the Pelham Bay 
Diner was part of his 
“Thoughtraiser” series be-
gun early this year  to gen-
erate ideas for new legisla-
tion and initiatives without 

hiring expensive consul-
tants. 

Among those at the 
roundtable were represen-
tatives from organizations 
providing job placement 
and career services like 
Jericho Project and Fedcap; 
representatives of local 
American Legion posts in-
cluding Leonard Hawkins 
Post #156 on City Island, 
Theodore Korony Post #253 
in Throggs Neck, and Sam-
uel Young Post #620 in Pel-
ham Bay.

Also, Lenny Caro, 
president and CEO of the 
Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce; Nicholas Daragona, 
co-owner of a local bever-
age company - Bronx Pop, 
and Jeremy Warneke, dis-
trict manager of Commu-
nity Board 11 and an Iraq 
War veteran.

  Local veteran advo-
cate Patrick Devine,  chair-
man of the New York City 
Veterans Council, suggest-
ed creating a database by 
zip code with the names of 
returning veterans. Klein 
called it an excellent idea. 

 Some, like Caro favor 
a traditional job fair, like 
the one the Bronx Cham-
ber will be hosting at the 
Hutchinson Metro Center 
from noon to 5 p.m. next 
Thursday, in conjunction 
with the state Department 
of Labor.

“One of the things that 
I think are lacking is that 
when veterans come back 
they don’t get the recogni-
tion and respect they de-
serve,” Caro said. “We need 
to know when they are com-
ing back and then reach out 
to them. We can host a vet-
erans job fair at the Hutch 
Metro Center.”

Using social media 
like Facebook, Twitter and 
YouTube is also a good idea 
to make veterans aware of 
open positions and cyber 
job fairs, said Tim Hen-
drickson, Fedcap’s director 
of veterans services.  

“The youth of today 
are tapped into social me-
dia, and when you are over-
seas, social media, or at the 
very least e-mail,is the only 
way to stay a part of the fab-

ric of American life,” Hen-
drickson said. “We can con-
vert the traditional job fair 
for veterans into a virtual 
job fair and reach tens of 
thousands of people. That 
is the way of the future.” 

Fedcap employees vet-
erans and other people who 
have impediments to find-
ing work. 

Bronx Pop, a soda 
distribution company, be-
lieves that its commission-
based routes are perfect 
for returning veterans who 
have the discipline to start 
work at 5 a.m., said co-own-
er Daragona. 

“The veterans have a 
sense of discipline that is 
needed to run the route, 
something the average 
person often doesn’t have,” 
Daragona said. “The ad-
vantage we are offering is 
to build a beverage route, 
which has monetary value. 
A really good person who 
gets involved has the op-
portunity for management, 
and to build a team. Bronx 
Pop is a new company, so 
the sky’s the limit.”   
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GET YOUR 
SUMMER 
STARTED
at
BAY PLAZA

Bartow & Baychester Avenues

AMC Bay Plaza 13 . Applebee’s . Barnes & Noble . Big K-Mart  

JC Penney . Marshall’s . Modell’s Sporting Goods . Old Navy   

Pathmark . PC Richards . Red Lobster . Staples . Toys R Us 

45 OTHER SHOPS & RESTAURANTS

He wins Distinguished Frying Cross
Morris Park man sets White Castle ‘Belly Bombs’ Record

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
This guy definitely earns 

flight wings for belly bomber 
runs.

Victor Gradowski has 
downed White Castle “sliders” 
for a proven 218 weeks - and 
claims to have eaten his favorite 
food for more than 300 weeks. 

Gradowski, 29, of Morris 
Park, was honored last week 
with a plaque at his favorite 
White Castle restaurant at 2900 
E. Tremont Ave., where he says 
he has eaten White Castle burg-
ers every Friday for over 310 
weeks, since 2006, and is still go-
ing. 

The official White Castle re-
cord that brought Gradowski, an 
accountant, to the Cravers Hall 
of Fame induction for the Class 
of 2010 was for eating White 
Castle for 210 consecutive weeks 
from 2004 to 2009 -- though Gra-
dowski says that the streak is at 
310 weeks and still going.

“The streak began when I 
came back from a trip to Acapul-
co, Mexico and had White Castle 

after arriving back home,” Gra-
dowski said. “It evolved from 
there because I had a crave for 
White Castle and went the next 
week and the one following. Fi-
nally, I realized that I had the 
crave for five weeks and kept it 
going.”

Gradowski estimates that 
98% of the time, he’s satisfied 
his craving at the Westchester 
Square White Castle - except 
when he visits his finance Jean 
on Long Island and orders his fa-
vorite meal - five cheeseburgers, 
and a double order of onion rings 
- at a castle there.  

“I think I keep going because 
in all honesty, it is something I 
look forward to every week, be-
cause I have it every Friday at 
the end of the work week,” Grad-
owski said. “It is something that 
puts a smile on my face.” 

In order to be inducted into 
the Cravers Hall of Fame, Grad-
owski said that he had to write an 
essay about a point in the middle 
of his streak where the craving 
kept him going amid adversity.

 He wrote of being on a busi-
ness trip in Norfolk, Virginia 
and then missing a plane due to 
a snowstorm. 

He then spent a harrowing 
24-hours attempting to reach an 
Amtrak terminal in Richmond, 
VA, to catch a train to New 
York. 

As soon as he got back to the 
Bronx, he ate at White Castle, 
continuing the streak.

When he was inducted in 
November 2010, he visited White 
Castle headquarters in Colum-
bus, Ohio, where he toured a 
factory that makes ovens and re-
frigerators for all of the retail lo-
cations, and attended an awards 
diner at a White Castle exhibit at 
a local museum. 

Gradowski added that his 
burger splurge hasn’t meant put-
ting on the poundage. 

“When I tell people about 
all of this, they may think I am 
heavy and I’m not,” Gradowski 
said. “It just goes to show you 
that you can satisfy your crav-
ing once a week and be fine.” 

Victor Gradowski holds a plaque immortalizing his craving for White Castle at 
fast-food burger joint’s 2900 E. Tremont Avenue location.

Photo courtesy of White Castle
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

10% OFF if you mention this ad
Banco Popular rebrands itself: 
now Popular Community Bank

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Don’t call it Banco Pop-

ular. 
After 51 years in New 

York, the bank is changing 
its name to Popular Com-
munity Bank. 

Signage on the bank’s 
39 city branches, including 
five in the Bronx, will be 
changed over this weekend. 

All of its branches also 
have been remodeled and 
bank staffers will flash new 
uniforms. 

“I think the name 
change will help reinforce 
the continuing reference to 
the name ‘popular’ founded 
in 1893,” said Brian Doran, 
director of Popular Commu-

nity Bank for the New York 
region. “Our customers look 
at how Popular has been in-
cluded in the community 
and the ties it has with the 
community, so I think add-
ing “Community” really 
reinforces that we’ve been 
here for over 50 years serv-
ing the needs of our custom-
ers.”

The local name change 
in New York completes a na-
tionwide re-branding that 
began two years ago in Il-
linois. 

The bank’s five Bronx 
locations - on E. Tremont 
Avenue,  Fordham Road, 
Southern Boulevard, Castle 
Hill Avenue, and Third Av-

enue - make up part of the 
bank’s largest and most con-
centrated Hispanic market. 

Doran said the name 
change really came about 
as a result of several years 
of research dating back to 
2008.

“The objective was to 
try to signify how the bank 
was continuing to evolve in 
the communities we were 
in, and decide how we can be 
more inclusive and not just 
focused on one dempograph-
ic group,” Doran said. “Over 
time many of our communi-
ties have changed in terms 
of demographic mixes.”

Customers were noti-
Continued on page 34

This weekend, Banco Popular will go bilingual. The popular community bank will undergo a name 
change to all of its New York locations including five in the Bronx. On Saturday, June 2 and Sunday, 
June 3, the bank will have new signs put up renaming the bank Popular Community Bank.

Photos courtesy of Popular Community Bank. 

Banco Popular opened its first Bronx  branch on Westchester Avenue in 1961.
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Except for those offers available until June 2, 2012, all Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are subject to change without notice. Rates are effective April 30, 2012. *Super Statement Savings rate of 0.85% is guaranteed 
thru November 30, 2012 and will revert to the bank’s prevailing Savings Account variable rate on December 1, 2012. Minimum deposit is $5,000. **This is a tiered account and APYs will vary with balance. The minimum 
to open a Power Flex Money Market Account is $1,000. If your daily balance is below $10,000 the APY is 0.25%. If your daily balance is between $10,000 - $24,999, the APY is 0.40%. If your daily balance is $25,000 or 
more, the promotional APY is 1.10% and is guaranteed thru November 30, 2012. The APYs may change after the account is opened. Fees could reduce earnings. ***Substantial penalties for early withdrawal. ‡Visit 
www.RidgewoodRewards.com or branch for specific program terms. © 2011 Velocity Solutions, Inc. All rights reserved. All points earned will be issued by mail, email or in-branch no later than August 31, 2012. †Debit 
MasterCard® must be activated within the first 60 days of the account opening to earn the 100 points. ††An ACH Direct Deposit must be received within the first 60 days of the account opening. †††Checking Account 
must be enrolled for eStatements within the first 60 days of the account opening. ††††Three Online Bills must be paid within the first 60 days of the account opening. The bank is not responsible for typographical 
errors. Offer for new deposits only at our Crosby Avenue branch. In-bank transfers ineligible. Offer may be discontinued at any time.

Member FDIC

For more information, visit www.RidgewoodRewards.com

Reward Points
 

 
Free Debit MasterCard®†

††

†††

 
††††

100

100

100
100

100
500

Garmin GPS

Cooler Mate

iPod Dock

Fondue Set

Oreck Hand Vacuum

Slow Cooker

‡

COME TO RIDGEWOOD AT 1745 CROSBY 
AVENUE FOR GREAT RATES AND REWARDS!

(Maximum Deposit is $250,000. All offers available only at the Crosby Avenue branch and end June 2, 2012.)

% 
$5,000 or more

Rate Guaranteed thru Nov. 30, 2012

APY*

% 
$25,000 or more

Rate Guaranteed thru Nov. 30, 2012

APY**

 

% 
Minimum Opening 

Deposit is $500

APY***

Enter our Ridgewood Rewards Sweepstakes
April 30th thru June 2nd  |  You May Win one of these Fabulous Prizes:

Grand Prize: 32” LCD HDTV

First Prize: $250 MasterCard® Gift Card 

Second Prize: $100 Gift Certificate to Lucca’s Restaurant 

Third Prize: Gift Basket of Local Merchant Certificates including 
Crosby Pizza, Forever Young Salon, Giordano’s Florist, Pruzzo’s Deli and Subway

Sweepstakes rules are available at the branch. Drawing date and end date is June 2, 2012.

May 5th Cinco de Mayo Celebration
Meet New York Baseball 
Star Doc Gooden 11am – 1pm
Free Churros      11am – 1pm

May 12th
Free Family Photo for  
Mother’s Day     11am – 2pm
Fresh Flowers for Mom      11am – 2pm 
Balloon Sculptures & Magician   10am – 1pm

May 19th  
Banjo Band     11am – 2pm
Stilt Walker with  
American Flags      11am – 2pm
Free Popcorn      11am – 1pm

June 2nd 
Spin Ridgewood’s  
Prize Wheel    1pm – 2pm
Doc Butler & JC Cob  
Acoustical Guitars  11am – 2pm 
Free Italian Ices  11am – 1pm



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
   

 M
ay

 3
1

-
J

u
n

e
 6

, 2
0

1
2

   
   

8

no-line bifocals $34 more per pair

$99 june
2 pairs of eyeglasses*
single vision, clear scratch-resistant lenses and any frame up to $120

two for you

Call today for your annual eye exam 
or bring in your Rx. call 1-877-jcpeyes 
or visit jcpenneyoptical.com
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

MUSICAL SEATS
It looks like that musical re-

districting plan to potentially line 
up his assembly seat for son Joel 
Rivera and keep a potential chal-
lenger out isn’t working for Jose 
Rivera.

We gotta suspect the el-
der statesman had some kind of 
hand in it when his 78th District 
lines were redrawn, kicking Ischia 
Bravo, executive director of the 
Bronx Democratic Party, over into 
Assemblyman Nelson Castro’s 
86th A.D. next door, while extend-
ing the eastern side of Jose’s lines 
ONE WHOLE BLOCK to take in 
term-limited City Council Major-
ity Leader son Joel Rivera’s apart-
ment building, lining him up as a 
possible successor in Albany.

However,  Ischia tells us 
she’s recently moved back into 
the district, and while holding the 
fort at County HQ, is finishing up a 
master’s degree with just a shade 
under a perfect 4.0 grade average.

As for her political plans, 
quien sabe (who knows)? She’s 
not saying out loud. But if the politi-

cal winds were to blow in the right 
direction, it could include challeng-
ing Joel should Papi decide to step 
down after winning in November,  
and should Joel decide to stay in 
politics, rather than focusing full 
time on his real estate sales job.

Or, it could be that Ischia 
might want to run for Joel’s vacant 
E. Tremont City Council seat.

The morning line is that when 
Joel is term-limited out of city office, 
the likely candidate to replace him 
will be his long-time chief of staff 
Alberto Alvarez, who’s worked 
rather quietly behind the scenes.

To make this political poker 
game even more interesting, 
there’s a wild card out there named 
Radame Perez, who ran against 
Joel in 2009 and then dropped 
out.

Radame is the son of Jose 
Perez, head of the Mastermind 
development company and a well-
connected major borough civic 
booster. Radame has been spend-
ing his time helping run the family 
business while working to organize 
E. Tremont businesses into a 
potential businees improvement 

district. He’s been verrry quiet, but 
for some reason, his name is start-
ing to make the local political buzz. 
Stay tuned.

BATTLE LINES
Looks like Assemblywoman 

Naomi (Snooki) Rivera and chal-
lenger Mark Gjonaj (Jo-nigh) have 
lined up their campaign managers 
for what’s expected to be a rough-
and-tumble race.

Snooki, who’s actually been 
acting like a working poltician 
lately (we even got a press re-
lease recently) has Dem County 
HQ handling things for her so far, 
with the Miram Group, headed by 
former Bronx Dem Boss Roberto 
Ramirez and former mayoral ad-
visor Luis Miranda handling her 
mailings.

Gjonaj, a local realtor with big 
bux,  has brought political advisor 
Scott Levenson on board.

We spotted Scott at the 
Bronx Ball in deep conversation 
with Dem Party Boss Carl Heastie, 
who is following the party line and 
supporting the incumbent. Love 
to have been a fly on the wall for 
THAT conversation.

We did get a chuckle, by 
the way, out of Snooki’s press 
release about the assembly’s pro 
forma adoption of  her a resolu-
tion recognizing Mom’s Nite Out 
on the Thursday before Mother’s 
Day.

 We almost blew milk through 
our nose when we got to the part of 
the press release where it quotes 
her saying: “As a working Mom....”

ANTI-SOMOS II
Here we go again.
Nick Lugo over at the NYC 

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
is cranking up anti-SOMOS II, his 
second business confab compet-
ing with the Assembly/Senate 
Puerto Rican/Hispanic Task Force 
‘Somos El Futuro’ winter meeting in 
San Juan Nov. 7-11.

Nick held the first one last 
year after new task force head, 
Brooklyn assemblyman Felix 
Ortiz, shifted Somos over to the 
cheaper Conrad, on the seedy 
Condado, leaving travel agent Nick 
holding 200 rooms at the ritzier 
Inter-Continental in Isla Verde.

Most of the Bronx crew and 
others, including BP Ruben Diaz 

Jr. and ex-BP Freddy Ferrer 
stayed at the Inter-Continental, 
shuttling between the two meets, 
with the Puerto Rican government 
laying on equal services and help 
to both conferences.

City Islander/power broker 
Stanley Schlein set up his beach-
side card game next door at the El 
San Juan, where the hot party ac-
tion happens nightly.

CHARLIE’S ANGLES
Looks like Congressman 

Charlie Rangel, who’s 13th Con-
gressional District now takes in a 
big chunk of the west Bronx, will be 
facing at least some of his four chal-
lengers, including northern Man-
hattan Senator Adriano Espaillat, 
in a Bronx televised debate.

 Cable TV BronxTalk host 
Gary Axelbank tells us that he, 
the Riverdale Press and the Nor-
wood News will be co-hosting the 
live debate at 9 p.m. Monday, June 
11 over at BronxNet. Invites are 
out to all, including Charlie, with no 
RSVP’s coming back yet.

NO WEAPONS
City Board of Elections presi-

dent J.C. Polanco writes on his 
Facebook that when he took his 
kids to see the Avengers flick at 
the Bay Plaza cineplex, there was 
a “No Weapons Allowed” sign in 
the ticket window.

 One wag’s comment on his 
FB page: “that’s ridiculous. who 
goes to bay plaza without weap-
ons?”

FAR OUT
If you remember Woodstock 

(or the 70’s for that matter), former 
and current Bronxites are invited to 
the town of Woodstock Saturday, 
June 9 for the 3rd annual Bronx 
Memories Open Mic & Concert to 
hear or tell a Bronx tale. 

Email Karen Whitman and 
Rick Pantell at whitmanpantell@
aol.com or call (845) 684-5476. 
Right on!

WEDDING BELLS
For former Daily News Bronx 

bureau staffer Andy Hawkins, 
now covering politics for Crain’s 
NY Business, and bride Georgia 
Kral. Congrats!

Got some hot gossip? E-mail 
Kappy at bkappstatter@cnglocal.
com. 
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Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

40th PCT.
FRI, MAY 11th, 3:15 a.m. – 

Third Ave. and East 147 St. A 24 
year old black male was detained 
by police after he was found in pos-
session of a weapon. Taken away 
from the suspect was a 45-caliber 
pistol. The gun was vouched as evi-
dence pending a court hearing.

SAT, MAY 12th, 11:50 
p.m. – 314 East 143 St. The medi-
cal staff at Lincoln Medical Center 
treated a black teen who had been 
shot. The 19 year old male had 
been shot twice in the right chest. 
Local detectives are handling the 
inquiry. 

TUES, MAY 15th, 1:35 
p.m. – 560 Brook Ave. Police of-
ficers came to the aid of a city 
worker who had been attacked. 
The worker, assigned to the Agen-
cy for Child Services, was appar-
ently attacked by several persons. 
The injured employee was taken to 
Lincoln Medical Center for care as 
detectives started to look into the 
incident.

41st PCT.
FRI, MAY 11th, 10:50 p.m. 

– 1000 Hoe Ave. Authorities are 
looking into an incident where two 
black males had been shot. A 19 
year old teen was suffering from a 
bullet wound to the left buttocks, 
while a 27 year old man had the 
more serious injury with a bullet 
wound to the neck. 

SAT, MAY 12th, 9:35 p.m. 
– 888 Hunt’s Point Ave. Police in-
vestigators are looking into a dou-
ble shooting. An 18 year old His-
panic female was suffering from a 
bullet wound to the calf area while 
a 17 year old Hispanic male was 
treated for a right shoulder wound 
in addition to a wound to the leg. 
Both victims were treated at Lin-
coln Medical Center.  

SUN, MAY 13th, 4:55 a.m. 
– Spofford Ave. and Manida St. Po-
lice investigators looking into a re-
ported stabbing arrested a suspect. 
A black male was stabbed once in 
the right leg officials reported. The 
injured male was transported to 
Lincoln Medical Center for treat-
ment.  

42nd PCT.
SAT, MAY 12th, 2:35 a.m. 

– 920 East 174 St. A 27 year old 
male required medical assistance 
after being shot. The Hispanic male 
was transported to Lincoln Medical 
Center where he was treated for a 
bullet wound to the foot. Sources 
indicated that the victim was in 
stable condition. 

SUN, MAY 13th, 2:30 
a.m. – 1225 Webster Ave. Three 
persons were arrested by police of-
ficers called to the scene of shots 
being fired. Upon checking the 
area, police officers were unable 
to locate any victims, but instead 
found property damage.

43rd PCT.
SAT, MAY 12th, 10:20 p.m. 

– 1531 Taylor Ave. A Hispanic male 
was arrested after being found in 
possession of a 357-caliber re-
volver. The gun was taken away 
from the culprit and vouched as 
evidence for the upcoming trail.

SUN, MAY 13th, 4:00 a.m. 
– 1177 Wheeler Ave. A Hispanic 
male was rushed to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center. The male victim was 
stabbed in the chest area by an 
unknown male who used a broken 
bottle as the weapon. The medi-
cal staff at Jacobi Medical Center 
treated the injured man. 

SUN, MAY 13th, 12:40 
p.m. – Story and Wheeler Aves. 
Police officers responding to a re-
port that a shot had been fired re-
covered evidence to substantiate 
the claim. The evidence could link 
a gun to the incident. 

SUN, MAY 13th, 8:25 p.m. 
– 1750 East 172 St. Police were 
summoned after a male jumped to 
his death. The victim jumped from 
the 6th floor and expired within 
two hours at Jacobi Medical Center 
despite effects to assist him. 

WED, MAY 16th, 10:15 
p.m. – 1440 Wood Ave. Authori-
ties are looking into the death of 
a 31 year old male. The Hispanic 
man was found lying face down on 
the bedroom floor. Local sleuths 
are handling the homicide inquiry. 

44th PCT.
 FRI, MAY 11th, 10:25 a.m. 

– 1045 Findlay Ave. A search is 
underway for four Hispanic males 
believed to be in their late twen-
ties. The unknown group forced 
their way into the home of a 29 
year old Hispanic woman. After 
they secured the victim, the cul-
prits collected her valuable includ-
ing jewelry, electronics, and a safe 
before fleeing. 

SAT, MAY 12th, 10:00 a.m. 
– 260 East 161 St. The medical 
staff at Einstein Hospital treated a 
34 year old Hispanic male. The man 
was suffering from a stab wound to 
the right arm. Local detectives are 
handling the inquiry.

SAT, MAY 12th, 11:15 
p.m. – 1115 Jerome Ave. Medical 
personnel assisted two males who 
were suffering from stab wounds. 
The two male victims apparently 
had a fight with each other over a 
female. They apparently stabbed 
each other which led investigators 
to arrest both persons. Now the 
battle will be settled in court. 

SUN, MAY 13th, 1:50 a.m. 
– 1460 Macomb’s Rd. A 67 year 
old man was transported to Lincoln 
Medical Center. The Latino man 
was suffering from a stab wound to 
the chest area. 

45th PCT.
FRI, MAY 11th, 7:00 a.m. – 

Co-op City area. A search is under-
way for a black male who attempt-
ed to abduct an eight year old male. 
Authorities were informed that the 
older male walked up to the child 
stating that he was his uncle and 
was going to take the boy home. 
A school custodian took the young 
boy back into the security of the 
school building where police were 
called from. The unknown man fled 
the area.   

46th PCT.
SUN, MAY 13th, 2:35 a.m. 

– 1531 University Ave. Police of-
ficers responding to a reported 
shooting found two victims. The 
most serious victim, a 31 year old 
Hispanic male, received two bul-
let wounds to the left shoulder 
area, two additional wounds to the 
stomach area, and one wound to 
the groin area. The man died within 
a few minutes at Bronx Lebanon 
Hospital. The second victim, a 33 
year old black, received a grazed 
wound to the lip area. 

TUES, MAY 15th, 12:15 
p.m. – 1769 Eastburn Ave. During 
a home invasion, authorities indi-
cated that a black male made off 
with twenty-fire dollars in addition 
to a cell-phone. The thief, believed 

to be in his early twenties at gun-
point pushed his way into the home 
occupied by two females. 

WED, MAY 16th, 11:15 
p.m. – 1541 Shakespeare Ave. A 
teenager was transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital after being shot. 
The 19 year old Hispanic male was 
shot once in the right calf officials 
indicated. Local detectives are 
handling the inquiry.

47th PCT.
SAT, MAY 12th, 4:15 p.m. 

– 4067 Boston Rd. The manager of 
an auto repair shop was robbed at 
gun point. Two black males believed 
to be in their twenties entered the 
business demanding money. With 
the threat of a gun in one of the cul-
prit’s hands, the victim turned over 
more than four thousand dollars to 
the two thieves. 

SUN, MAY 13th, 1:15 a.m. 
– 1322 Oakley Ave. Authorities are 
looking into a shooting that sent a 
black male to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter. The 27 year old victim was suf-
fering from two bullet wounds after 
being struck in the left leg and the 
torso. 

SUN, MAY 13th, 9:20 a.m. 
– 634 Nereid Ave. Another em-
ployee of the city’s Board of Educa-
tion was arrested and charged with 
endangering the welfare of a minor, 
her three year old grand- child. The 
city worker was described as a pre-
school teacher assigned to P.S. # 
33 on Jerome Ave. The woman was 
charged with while off duty leaving 
the three year old alone.  

SUN, MAY 13th, 10:05 
p.m. – Needham Ave. and East 
222 St. Police officers were able to 
remove another gun off the streets 
of the Baychester community. The 
owner was arrested and the gun 
was vouched as evidence. 

MON, MAY 14th, 4:15 
a.m. – 939 Tilden Ave. Police are 
looking into a shooting that sent a 
black male to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter. The male victim had been shot 
five times officials indicated. Suf-
fering from one wound to the left 
side, the victim was also shot twice 
in both the shins, and also the ab-
domen area. Local detectives are 
handling the inquiry. 

MON, MAY 14th, 3:00 
p.m. – 712 Saint Quen St. Two 
persons were robbed of over three 
thousand dollars in addition to a 
lap-top computer. Two unknown 
black males at gun point entered 
the home. They secured the two 
occupants before fleeing out the 
rear door. The victims did escape 
injuries. 

WED, MAY 16th, 10:05 
p.m. – 4769 White Plains Rd. Po-
lice investigators are looking into 
the death of a male. The victim was 
located in the bathroom. A crime 
scene was established as police 

looked for evidence. 

48th PCT.
SAT, MAY 12th, 2:00 a.m. 

– 611 Crotona Park North. The 
medical staff at St. Barnabas Hos-
pital treated a teenager who had 
been shot. The 18 year old black 
victim was suffering from a bullet 
wound to the back upon arriving at 
the medical facility. Local detec-
tives are handling the inquiry. 

SAT, MAY 12th, 7:25 a.m. 
– 2035 Marmion Ave. Detectives 
are waiting for the autopsy report 
after police were lead to a body. 
The body of a 32 year old black 
man was discovered inside a bath-
room. Authorities are waiting for 
the Medical Examiner’s Office to 
determine how the person died. 

WED, MAY 16th, 5:00 
a.m. – Police officers were sum-
moned to Saint Barnabas Hospital 
after a woman requested medical 
assistance. The 27 year old woman 
stated that she had been raped. 
Specially trained detectives from 
the Special Victim Squad are han-
dling the inquiry.

WED, MAY 16th, 8:40 p.m. 
– 1979 Hughes Ave. Authorities 
are looking into an incident where a 
33 year old man was shot. The His-
panic victim was shot once in the 
foot officials indicated. The injured 
man was treated at St. Barnabas 
Hospital. 

50th PCT.
SAT, MAY 12th, 4:30 a.m. 

– 5523 Broadway. Police investiga-
tors have launched an inquiry into 
a stabbing. A 34 year old Hispanic 
man was stabbed in the lower left 
back area.  The victim was trans-
ported to St. Barnabas Hospital in 
critical condition. The victim also 
was having problems breathing. 

SAT, MAY 12th, 10:35 
p.m. – 263 West Kingsbridge Rd. 
Patrol officers came to the aid of 
a city worker. An irate motorist ran 
over the foot of an on duty traffic 
agent. The injured city worker was 
transported to the Allen Pavilion in 
upper Manhattan. 

MON, MAY 14th, 12:15 
p.m. – 569 West 235 St. A search 
was underway for a black male re-
sponsible for robbing a Riverdale 
bank. The unknown thief passed a 
note to a teller before be handed 
over three-thousand-dollars.  The 
thief fled before police could ar-
rive. 

52nd PCT. 
FRI, MAY 11th, 7:20 a.m. 

– East Gun Hill Rd. and Webster 
Ave. Two males required medical 
attention after being attacked by 
an unknown group of males. One 
of the victims was punched in the 
face while the second male was 
stabbed in the back. The attackers 
fled before police arrived. 

FRI, MAY 11th, 4:00 p.m. 
– 2667 Briggs Ave. Detectives are 
looking into an incident where a 33 
year old black woman had been 
stabbed. Police officers were alert-
ed to the incident after the woman 
appeared at Montefiore Hospital 
seeking assistance for a wound to 
the abdomen. 

SAT, MAY 12th, 3:40 a.m. 
– 2455 Grand Ave. A suspect was 
arrested as police removed an-
other gun from the West Fordham 
Rd. area. This time a 38-caliber re-
volver was vouched as evidence for 
the pending trail. 

SAT, MAY 12th, 4:45 a.m. 
– 375 East 205 St. A female was 
injured during a home invasion. An 
unknown male wearing a hoodie 
broke into the home. Local detec-
tives are handling the inquiry. 

MON, MAY 14th, 8:15 p.m. 
– Reservoir Ave. and West 195 St. 
A search is underway for a Hispan-
ic male. The unknown culprit threw 
a liquid in to a bus at its driver from 
the sidewalk. Local detectives are 
handling the inquiry.

Housing
SAT, MAY 12th, 12:50 

p.m. – 188 Lincoln Ave. Police 
officers from Housing’s PSA # 7 
are working with detectives from 
the 40th Pct. Squad as the look 
for four males. The four culprits at 
gun point robbed the victim of over 
nine-hundred-dollars and an as-
sortment of jewelry. 

MON, MAY 14th, 7:10 
p.m. – 905 Eagle Ave.  A teenager 
was taken into custody after being 
found with a semi-automatic pistol. 
Police officers from Housing’s PSA 
# 7 arrested the 19 year old male 
and vouched a 25-caliber pistol. 

Fire Log
SAT, MAY 12th, 6:43 

p.m. – 2070 Grand Concourse. 
A fire that went to a third alarm 
damaged a multi-wing apartment 
complex just north of Burnside 
Ave. Flames could be seen danc-
ing out of several windows in the 
front of the apartment house as 
additional firefighters arrived on 
the scene. Tower Ladder 33 was 
the first unit to arrive and ordered 
the full first alarm assignment to 
respond. Due to other activity in 
the local area, nearby engine com-
panies were already committed at 
other incidents. Bronx Fire Alarm 
Dispatchers assigned the near-
est available engine companies to 
fill in those who were unable to 
answer the call. Seeing the condi-
tions ahead of them firefighters at 
the scene requested an additional 
engine and ladder company since 
the building had multi-wings and 
long hose stretches. Shortly after 7 
p.m. a second-alarm was transmit-
ted as two hose lines were being 
placed into operation.  Searches 
on the fire floor proved negative, 
but due to the amount of debris 
in the burning apartment searches 
were delayed. Around 7:15 p.m. the 
flames extended to the sixth floor 
from the exterior of the building. 
Two additional ladder companies 
were requested. Then at 7:19 p.m., 
the incident commander transmit-
ted a third alarm for the need of 
additional manpower. A third hose 
line was placed into operation as 
the main body of fire started to 
disappear. Within minutes the fire 
was extinguished with the incident 
being declared under control by 
8:15 p.m. Three civilians and three 
firefighters were transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital.  
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Speaker Quinn is
in charge of NYC

Senzei Ralph Reyes
instilled hope, success

Letters to the editor are welcome 
from all readers. They should be ad-
dressed care of this newspaper to John 
Collazzi, Publisher, the Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454, or e-mail to bronxtimes@
cnglocal.com. All letters, including 
those submitted via e-mail, MUST be 
signed and with a verifiable address 
and telephone number included. Note 
that the  address and telephone num-
ber  will NOT be published and the 
name will be published or withheld 
upon request. No unsigned letters can 
be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submis-
sions.

Let us hear
from you

Dear editor, 
One wonders if New York City Council 

Speaker Christine Quinn is in charge, rath-
er than Mayor Michael Bloomberg.  Consider 
that only four of 51 NYC Council members 
are Republican.  Add to that the handful of 
moderate Democrats such as Astoria Coun-
cil member Peter Vallone, it is no wonder 
Speaker Quinn is the one really running 
City Hall.  

Well over 40 of the 47 Democratic City 
Council members share Quinn’s very liberal 
politically correct philosophy of spend, tax, 
borrow and regulate.  As such, she has more 
than enough votes to override any attempted 
vetos of her increasingly more extreme legis-
lation by lame duck Mayor Bloomberg.  There 
are many members of Bloombergs key senior 
management team less than 19 months to go 
before a new Mayor is sworn in and are ei-
ther out the door or actively looking for new 
employment elsewhere.  

Other clubhouse Democrats hired by 
Bloomberg are ready to cozy up with one or 
more of the various 2013 Democratic Party 
Mayoral candidates including Quinn, Comp-
troller John Lui, Pubic Advocate Bill de 
Blasio, former Comptroller Bill Thompson 
or Manhattan Boro President Scott String-
er.  Many of Bloomberg’s appointees desire 
to keep their current jobs when Democrats 
recapture City Hall after a twenty year ab-
sence.  Remember that old adage, “To the vic-
tor belongs the spoils?”  One of the first acts 
of any new Democrat elected Mayor in 2013 
will be to clean house and replace hundreds 
of the Bloomberg management team cur-
rently running various municipal agencies 
and programs with faithful loyal club house 
supporters of their own. 

 Bloomberg has no one to blame but 
himself for his lame duck status.  Contrast 
Boomberg with former GOP Mayor Rudy 
Guiliani.  His working partner was NYC 
Council Speaker Peter Vallone, Senior a mod-
erate Democrat who easily worked across the 
aisle with Republican Guiliani to solve the 
issues of the day.  Vallone had enough more 
moderate Council members in the 1990’s 
who combined with the seven GOP Council 
member to form a stable working majority.  
In Guiliani’s time, you did not have the tidal 
wave of politically correct liberal agenda as 
you have today under Speaker Quinn.  Guil-
iani had Queens Republican Council mem-
bers Mike Abel, Anthony Stabile and Tom 
Olgibene were joined by Charles Millard 
and Andrew Eristoff of Manhattan, Martin 
Golden of Brooklyn and Fred Cerillo of Stat-
en Island. This resulted in a record of seven 
Republican Council members.  One would 
have to go back 50 years or more to the old 
NYC Board of Alderman, which preceded 
the NYC Council to find that many Republi-
cans holding similar office. 

 Mayor Bloomerg’s legacy will be leav-
ing the Big Apple as a one party politically 
correct liberal Democratic Party town.  His-

tory has shown that this a recipe for  disas-
ter.  It leaves the door at City Hall wide open 
for waste, fraud and abuse.  This will result 
in a spiraling economic decline as the busi-
ness community and job creators continue to 
flee for more favorable climates elsewhere.  
With continued unemployment and less tax 
revenue coming in, this will trigger a decline 
of basic municipal services.  Chaos and fin-
ger pointing will eventually be the order of 
the day.

 Larry Penner

Dear editor,
On Monday, June 21, the Bronx lost one of 

its greatest unsung heroes; Ralph Reyes. 
Ralph served his country with honor as 

both a Merchant Marine and as a member of 
the U.S. Army during the Korean War. Upon 
returning from Korea, he began studying the 
martial arts of Judo and then Jujutsu achiev-
ing the rank of Yodan (4th degree) in Judo and 
Kaiden (8-9th degree) in Miyama-ryu Jujutsu. 

During his eulogy his nephew Sensei An-
thony Mercado said it best; in addition to his 
generosity, Ralph’s greatest gift was in show-
ing young, inner city kids, that the world was 
much bigger than their neighborhood and with 
hard work and dedication, you can achieve 
anything. 

Enrique Vargas, Esq.

Muni meter mess
is city’s responsibility
Dear editor,
Your article on the litter from the muni 

machine receipts was very interesting. 
 Why are the merchants responsible for 

cleaning up the mess made by city-installed 
machines, instead of this being the responsi-
bility of NYC Sanitation? 

This seems very unfair - the city collects 
the revenue from the muni meters, and collects 
fines from the merchants, while never taking 
responsibility for their actions.

D. Massiah

BRONX HOUSE REGISTERS FOR UPCOMING SWIM PROGRAM
Members of the Bronx House Barracudas Swim Club (l-r, top row) lifeguard Alban Morina; coach: Edwin Lopez; 
Joanna Zhao; John Liu; Andy P; Alicia Alvarez; Juan Alvarez; swim instructor Alec Trevesio; (l-r, bottom row) 
Thea Pryce; Cindy Wang; Robert Wang; Patrick Q; Eric w; and XinYui Ge. Registration for the next Learn To Swim 
Program begins June 4. Classes begins on July 2.
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11am to 3pm at Bronx House 

F R E E !! 
OUTDOOR FESTIVAL 

FREE activities, 
farmers market, 
live music, Recy-
cling Olympics, 

and MORE!! 
 GrowNYC's Stop 'N' Swap 

Clear out clutter and help reduce 
NYC's waste by bringing clean, porta-
ble, reusable items to donate to a new 
home, or simply take home items that 
are useful to you. It's all free! No fur-

niture/large items, please. 

Electronics – Waste        
recycling with WeRecycle! 

Responsibly recycle computers, moni-
tors, printers, scanners, fax ma-

chines, peripherals, (keyboards, mice, 
cables, etc.) televisions, VCRs, DVD 
players, cell phones, pagers, PDAs, 
phones, answering machines, game 
consoles, portable music players, & 

other personal e-devices. 

Event will be held out-side Bronx House (990 Pelham Parkway South) 
on the South Service Road between Bogart Ave. & Hone Ave. 

In the event of rain, the Eco-Fair will move in-side Bronx House. 

For questions about the Eco Fair, please contact 
Bronx House at 718-792-1800
For questions about the Stop n Swap, please
contact Christina Salvi 212-788-7989Councilmember 

James Vacca 

SPONSORS
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COME VISIT THE CAMPGROUNDS
SUNDAY, JUNE 3rd 
FROM 12:00-3:00 pm

Waste Management produces enough 
renewable energy to power over 
1 million homes, simply by making 
energy from waste. In addition 
to our waste-to-energy plants 
that use trash as clean-burning,
renewable fuel, we capture 
methane from our landfills 
to generate heat and electricity.  
We plan to double waste-based
energy production by 2020, 
further tapping the power 
of waste as a resource.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Waste Equals Energy 

Wave Hill participates in Blue Star program
Wave Hill, 675 W. 252nd Street, an-
nounces its participation in Blue Star 
Museums, a partnership of the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star 
Families, the Department of Defense 
and more than 1,500 museums across 
America, to offer free admission to all 
active duty military personnel and their 
families from Memorial Day through 
Labor Day. Leadership support has 
been provided by MetLife Foundation 
through Blue Star Families. This year, 
more than 1,500 (and counting) mu-
seums in all 50 states, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, and American 
Samoa are taking part in the initiative, 
including more than 300 new muse-
ums this year.  Blue Star Families is a 
national, nonprofit network of military 
families from all ranks and services, 
including guard and reserve, with a 
mission to support, connect and em-
power military families. In addition to 
morale and empowerment programs, 
Blue Star Families raises awareness 
of the challenges and strengths of mili-
tary family life and works to make mili-
tary life more sustainable through pro-
grams and partnerships like Operation 
Honor Cards, MilKidz Club and Blue 
Star Museums. Membership includes 
military spouses, children and parents 
as well as service members, veterans 
and the civilians who strongly support 
them. The National Endowment for the 
Arts was established by Congress in 
1965 as an independent agency of the 
federal government. To date, the NEA 
has awarded more than $4 billion to 
support artistic excellence, creativity, 
and innovation for the benefit of indi-
viduals and communities. The NEA 
extends its work through partnerships 
with state arts agencies, local leaders, 
other federal agencies, and the philan-
thropic sector. Wave Hill is one of five 
Bronx cultural institutions participating 
in the initiative.

The free admission program is 
available to active-duty military and 
their immediate family members (mili-
tary ID holder and five immediate fam-
ily members). Active duty military in-
clude Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, 
Coast Guard and active duty National 
Guard and active duty Reserve mem-
bers. 

* * *
Lehman  College president Ricardo 
R. Fernández was honored at the 
Fortieth Anniversary Celebration 
of Bronxworks for his leadership in 
higher education and his dedication to 
serving the Bronx. 

Dr. Fernández was recognized 
for his commitment to Bronx busi-
ness, cultural, and service institutions 
through his many leadership roles, 
which strengthen those institutions, as 
well as the people and communities 
they serve. Other honorees included 
Bruce E. Phillips, managing director of 
US Design and Construction for Tish-
man Speyer, and Ira G. Rosenstein, 

a partner with Morgan Lewis’s Labor 
and Employment Practice.

As president of Herbert H. 
Lehman College since 1990, Dr. 
Fernández has guided the college’s 
commitment to educational excel-
lence and has supported access to 
higher education for the economically 
disadvantaged. Under his leadership, 
the college has significantly increased 
its level of grant-funded research, 
extended its educational partner-
ships into the international arena, 
and become a major resource for the 
economic, cultural, and educational 
development of the Bronx.

Dr. Fernández is a trustee of the 
New York Botanical Garden; Bronx-
Lebanon Hospital Center; Wave Hill; 
the Riverdale Mental Health Associa-
tion; and the Bronx Chamber of Com-
merce. He also serves on the boards 
of other cultural and educational orga-
nizations. The recipient of numerous 
recognitions, Dr. Fernández received 
the NFL’s Hispanic Heritage Lead-
ership Award, ASPIRA Education 
Award, the Latino Trendsetter Award, 
and an honorary doctorate from Sung-
shin Women’s University of Seoul, 
South Korea, with which Lehman has 
established a dual-degree program.

* * *
Question: What brought out the inner 
Drake and the nascent Nikki Minaj in 
this group of NYC students? Answer: 
The fact that the successful, cost-
effective NYC public school Relation-
ship Abuse Prevention Program—
Teen RAPP—is threatened with 
closure on July 1st, 2012, unless $3 
million in funding is reinstated by the 
City of New York when the budget is 
voted on in June.

 The Winners:
For decades, artists have been 

using hip-hop to speak the truth about 
their lives, their neighborhoods and 
their communities. In that spirit, con-
testants rapped about teen dating vio-
lence, bullying, healthy relationships 
and the importance of the Teen RAPP 
program.

 Winner, Jovan Martinez, is a 
Teen RAPP alumna and graduate of 
John F. Kennedy High School, now 
completing her freshman year at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University: 

Winner, Tyriek Overton, is com-
pleting his senior year at Harry S. Tru-
man High School.

 Jovan and Tyriek will perform 
their raps and accept their awards, 
Beats by Dre headphones, at an event 
in June.

* * *
President Judith Huntington of The 
College of New Rochelle has an-
nounced the appointment of Dr. Dar-
ryl E. Jones as Dean of the School of 
New Resources effective July 1. 

Formerly director of Undergrad-
uate Admissions at Seton Hall Univer-
sity, Darryl E. Jones, Ph.D., joined the 

Graduate School of The College of 
New Rochelle in 2004 as assistant to 
the Dean for Enrollment Management. 
During his time with the Graduate 
School, he assisted the Dean in the 
development of enrollment manage-
ment strategies. 

In 2006 he joined the School of 
New Resources as the Assistant Di-
rector of the Brooklyn Campus where 
he was responsible for the day-to-day 
coordination of Instructional Staff as 
well as for assuring the quality of the 
academic program.  Among his many 
duties he worked closely with the 
Campus Director to implement strate-
gies to recruit and retain students at 
the campus. 

 In 2010 Dr. Jones was ap-
pointed to the position of director of 
the Brooklyn Campus, and on Febru-
ary 6, he joined the SNR Dean’s office 
as acting assistant dean.

 Dr. Jones holds the B.A. in 
Psychology from North Carolina State 
University-Raleigh, the Masters of 
Education in Student Development 
from Howard University, and the Ph.D. 
in Higher Education Leadership from 
the Union Institute.

* * *
The Music Department at Lehman 
College will debut a series of pro-
fessional development courses this 
summer at the undergraduate and 
graduate level for teachers seeking 
additional credits for state certification. 
Titled “Lehman Music Education Sym-
posium,” the complement of courses 
is approved by New York State for 
individuals on the “Masters+30” or 
“Masters+60” salary-increment tracks. 
Students must register by June 22.

The courses — in band, percus-
sion, music therapy, piano for music 
teachers, and advanced ear training 
— are designed for educators inter-
ested in expanding their knowledge in 
new areas. Professional experience in 
the specific disciplines is not neces-
sary.

For an application or more in-
formation, visit lehman.edu/music/
symposium.php.

* * *
Bucknell University has conferred 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees to 
students who completed their gradu-
ation requirements during this past 
spring semester. Degrees were 
awarded May 20 for studies in liberal 
arts and professional programs in en-
gineering, education, management 
and music.

 The following are Bronx gradu-
ates: Veton Celaj, Bronx, a 2008 grad-
uate of Fordham Preparatory School, 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
in Mathematics; and Yulissa Hidalgo, 
a 2008 graduate of Manhattan Cntr 
For Science and Math, graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre and 
Women’s and Gender Studies.
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BRONX WEEK ENDS WITH GALA, INDUCTION CEREMONY AND PARADE
Bronx Week ended its 10-day festivities with a gala, 
Bronx Week Hall of Fame induction ceremony and 
Bronx Week parade.  On Saturday, May 19, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. presented awards to 
inductees.  

The black-tie event at Orchard Beach honored 
award-winning jazz musician Valerie Capers, Hip-
Hop artist Fat Joe, Hollywood cinematographer 
Sol Negrin and supermodel Tyson Beckford.  The 
honorees were officially inducted into the Bronx 
Walk of Fame on Sunday, May 20 at the Grand 
Concourse followed by the 41st Annual Bronx Week 
Parade in Mosholu Parkway.  

(Left) The black-tie event also honored Roscoe 
C. Brown Jr., one of the Tuskegee Airmen, who 
accepted the Key to the City from Borough 
President Diaz Jr.  

(Below) The celebrations continued Sunday, 
May 20 at the official Bronx Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony where honorees (l-r) Valerie Capers, Fat 
Joe, Tyson Beckford and Sol Negrin sit on stage as 
Borough President Diaz Jr. shares a few words with 
attendees. 

Photos by Jason Green
Borough President Diaz Jr. is all smiles as he pulls the drape to 
reveal Valerie Capers’ name on the Bronx Walk of Fame, who stands 
beside Diaz Jr. 

Members from the American Asia Economy and Culture Development Association Corporation present 
their flags, signfiying their heritage, as a parade dragon (behind) works its way down Mosholu 
Parkway. 

(Above) The celebrations continued Sunday, May 20 at the official Bronx Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony where honorees (l-r) Valerie Capers, Fat Joe, Tyson Beckford and Sol Negrin sit on stage as 
Borough President Diaz Jr. shares a few words with attendees. 

Spectators lined up Mosholu Parkway to get a glimpse at the many organizations, beautiful cars and 
honorees at the event. 

Photo by Cecil Longmore
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P.S. 55 HOLDS MEGAN CHARLOP GARDEN DEDICATION CEREMONY
“The Meg Charlop Garden” was 
dedicated in honor of former 
Director, Community Health of 
the Montefiore School Health 
Program, Megan F. Charlop. 
Students from P.S. 55 planted 
seeds for the vegetable Teaching 
Garden, a national project of the 
American Heart Association and 
Health First. The new garden 
was unveiled on Wednesday, 
May 16, in celebration of Megan 
Charlop’s life and her tireless 
advocacy for making an impact 
on the lives of the children of 
the borough.

(Left) P.S. 55 students plant 
seeds during garden dedication 
ceremony held in honor of 
Megan Charlop with Sherine 
Powerful, Montefiore School 
Health Program, and Susie 
Charlop, Megan Charlop’s Niece.

Photos courtesy of Montefiore 
Medical Center

SOUNDVIEW PARK
FLORAL TREATMENT
Cleaning, planting and grooming 
trees were just some of the 
activities at Soundview Park for 
It’s My Park Day.  

Sponsored by the New York 
City Department of Parks, the May 
19 event attracted thousands who 
put in the time to improve and 
celebrate New York City’s Parks.  

Soundview Park is just one 
of several parks to receive a 
visit by volunteers.  Recreation 
parks in Hunts Point, Crotona, 
Claremont, Bronx Park and Van 
Cortlandt Park are just some of 
the sites that will get a cleaning.  

(Left) Soundview Community 
Partnerships, Changing the Odds 
and Bank Street’s Liberty LEADS 
volunteers show civic duty by 
weeding out green wildlife.  

(Top, right) Several members 
from the Bronx YMCA lent a 
hand by painting a section of 
Soundview Park, known by park 
enthusiasts as the “Gateway to 
the Bronx River”.  

(Bottom, right) Friends of 
Soundview Park dedicated several 
hours to beautifying the park.  
Here members for the advocacy 
group add new green plantings to 
a portion of the park. 

Photo courtesy of Malcolm Pinckney/
NYC Parks

Cutting the ribbon for Charlop Gardens at P.S. 55 are (l-r) Margee Rogers, Montefiore School Health 
Program; AHA Community Relations representative; Ariel Ortiz, student; George Hulse, Healthfirst; P.S. 
55 principal Luis Torres; and a P.S. 55 mother.
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MetroCard 
Van to visit

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto announces that 
the MetroCard Mobile Van 
will be parked at the curb in 
front of the his office at 3602 
E. Tremont Avenue, on  
Friday, June 8, from 1 to 3 
p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile 
Van enables:
• Senior citizens 65 years of 
age or older to apply for Re-
duced-Fare MetroCard and 
receive a temporary card 
on the spot (Bring proof 
of age such as a Medicare 
card and valid photo iden-
tification);
• People with disabilities 
that qualify, and who pres-
ent a Medicare card and 
valid photo ID such as a 
driver’s license to apply for 
Reduced-Fare MetroCard;
• Daily riders to add money 
to their Reduced-Fare Met-
roCard; and
• Everyone to get all Metro-
Card questions answered.

For further informa-
tion, call the assemblyman’s 
office at (718) 892-2235 

Normal life awaits stroke victims at WCMC
BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
This apartment can 

mean a new life for someone.
The newly built Activi-

ties of  Daily Living Apart-
ment at the Workmen’s Circle 
MultiCare Center has opened 
its doors to be used by patients 
who have suffered physical 
or mental disabilities.

After a person has suf-
fered a stroke or physical 
disability,readjusting back 
into normal life and an every 
day schedule can sometimes 
be a struggle staff members 
at the facility said.

The improvements will 
allow WCMCC to better pre-
pare residents for a safe re-
turn to the community and 
their everyday lives. 

The apartment which 
contains, a bed, kitchenette, 
and a bathroom with a bath 
tub, will allow staff to work 
with patients in order to help 
them get used to accomplish-
ing day-to-day tasks on their 
own such as getting in and 
out of bed, bathing them-
selves, and cooking for them-
selves. 

The new apartment is 

part of Workmen’s Circle 
MultiCare Center, a non-
profit facility in the Bronx 
providing care to over 500 
patients in either long-term, 
short-term or rehabilitation 
settings. The grand opening 
was celebrated on Thursday, 
May 17. 

Guests were treated to 
music, dinner, massages, ma-
gicians and miniature golf. 

The renovated area, 
which took five months to 
complete, includes an Activi-
ties of Daily Living Apart-
ment, resident and family 
lounge, and a roof top patio. 

Funds for the renovation 
were raised through fund-
raisers and private fundng, a 
spokesperson for the facility 
said, but an exact cost is not 
being released. 

After a brief open house, 
a ribbon cutting was held to 
celebrate the re-opening of 
the new facility. 

The Medicaid/Medicare 
rated five-star facility contin-
ues its renovations with the 
creation of its Dialysis Cen-
ter, which is expected to be 
complete in September.

Richard Rumelt, CEO of Workmen’s Circle MultiCare Center Soloman Rutenberg, Peter Pepper, President 
Board of Directors Robert Kaplan, and Alex Solovey cut the ribbon on a newly renovated rehabilitation 
suit at Workmen’s Circle MultiCare Center at a ceremony held at the facility on Thursday, May 17. 

Photo by Kirsten Sanchez
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Limited 4G LTE availability in select markets. 4G speeds not available everywhere. LTE is a trademark of ETSI. Learn more about 4G LTE at att.com/network.

Limited-time offer. Nokia Lumia 900 requires a new 2-yr wireless agreement with voice (min $39.99/mo.) and monthly data plans (min $20/mo.). Subject to Wireless Customer Agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ fee $36/line. Geographic, usage, and other terms, 
conditions, and restrictions apply and may result in svc termination. Coverage and svcs not avail everywhere. Taxes and other charges apply. Data (att.com/dataplans): If usage exceeds your monthly data allowance, you will automatically be charged overage 
for additional data provided. Early Termination Fee (att.com/equipmentETF): After 30 days, ETF up to $325. Restocking fee up to $35. Other Monthly Charges: Line may include a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge (up to $1.25), a gross receipts surcharge, 
federal and state universal svc charges, and fees and charges for other gov’t assessments. These are not taxes or gov’t req’d charges. Visit a store or att.com/wireless to learn more about wireless devices and services from AT&T. *For more information, 
please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Microsoft Windows® Phone and the Windows logo are trademarks of the Microsoft group of companies. Screen images simulated. All other marks used herein are the 
property of their respective owners. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property.

now covers
   New York City.

$9999
New 2-yr agreement with qualifying 

voice and data plans required.

Nokia Lumia 900
8.0 megapixel autofocus 

camera and HD video
 Carl Zeiss optics and 

dual-LED fl ash

Get all the coverage you need! 
Replace, support, and locate your device with AT&T Mobile Protection Pack.* 

1.866.MOBILITY
ATT.COM/NETWORK

VISIT A STORE
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Hostos Community
College

Division of
Continuing Education & Workforce Development

✹Academics:
Reading, Math and Writing Enrichment
(Grades K-8)

Health & Fitness:
Soccer, Recreational Swimming, Martial Arts,
Volleyball and more.

The Arts:
Drama, Music, Salsa Dance, Belly Dance and
more.

July 2 - August 16, 2012
Monday - Thursday 8am-6pm

Register
Early!

Limited Spaces
Payment Plan

Tel 718-518-6656 Fax 718-518-6744 cedu@hostos.cuny.edu
500 Grand Concourse, Room B-208 Bronx, NY 10451 www.hostos.cuny.edu/contedu

Call to Register
718-518-6656

The Arts

Health & Fitness

Academics
Reading, Writing & Math

Dance, Drama,
Music, Vocal & more.

Martial Arts, Soccer, Volleyball,
Recreational Swimming & more.

Jump Start Your Child’s Success!
The Academy is for young people ages 5-14 years old.
Our seven week program offers supervised educational
and recreational activities that emphasize core values,

conflict resolution and leadership skills.

$1399* per child
$100.00 savings now through June 15th with this ad

*Childcare for as little as $4.99 an hour!

E a r l y R e g i s t r a t i o n

$1499* per child when paid after June 15th

*Childcare for as little as $5.35 an hour!
25% sibling discount off regular registration ($375 savings)

✹Register
Early!

Limited Spaces
Payment Plan

Early registration price may not be combined with other discount offers.

Meet faculty and staff at our

Open Houses
Thursday, June 7 6pm-8pm

Savoy Multi Purpose Room
120 East 149th Street (at Walton Ave.) Bronx, NY 10451

Wednesday, July 11 6pm-8pm
500 Grand Concourse, B-208, Bronx, NY 10451
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THE BRONX TIMES PRESENTS ITS

3RD ANNUAL ROLE MODEL RECOGNITION HONORS
TO

AL OLE

2
T

5BRONX
INFLUENTIAL

THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 2012 • 6PM TO 10PM

VILLA BARONE MANOR
727 THROGS NECK EXPRESSWAY

HONOREES HONOREES

Buffet • Carving Station
Desserts • Wine
Soda • Coffee

(718) 742-3398
FREE PARKING

R.S.V.P. BY JUNE 7, 2012 

Sister Seline Mary Flores

Virginia Wright

Marie Howse

Bernice M. Williams

Awilda Cordero

Mary Anne Tighe

Frances Maturo

Ana Garcia Reyes

Leahanne Myers

Josephine Infante

Arlene Allende

Madeline V. Marquez

Gerri Arrighi

Marta Rivera

Madaha Kinsey-Lamb

Medina Sadiq

Sallie Caldwell

Nancy Genova

Zena Twyman

Dorothea Poggi

Noris Colon

Regina Gallagher Marengo

Toby Z. Liederman

Ida Bellone Longarino

Jackie Acevedo

AWARDS NIGHT
FULL BUFFET

$60 PER PERSON
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161 Street BID’s Jeter Meter tracks captain’s hits
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Jeter Meter is 

back! 
The 161st Business Im-

provement District turned 
their hit Derek Jeter meter 
back on during the Yan-
kee’s west Coast road trip 
to show local support for 
the team. 

The LED digital coun-
ter, posted on a streetlamp 
pole near the Derek Jeter 
banner on the side of Yan-
kee Stadium along River 
Avenue between E. 161st 
and E. 162nd streets, counts 
the Yankee star’s historic 
number of hits. 

It was put there by the 
BID before Jeter reached 
his 3,000th hit, and contin-
ues to count up as Jeter ap-
proaches career hit totals 
of some of baseball’s im-
mortals like George Brett, 
Cal Ripken Jr., and Willie 
Mays - who stand at 3,154, 
3,184 and 3,283 career hits, 
respectively. 

The “Jeter Meter,” pro-
gramed by the BID, also al-
lows fans to send messages 
of good luck and best wish-
es to the Yankee captain. It 

was turned back on for the 
season on Friday, May 25. 

“We turned it on now 
because the Yankees are 
about as far away from 
the Bronx as you can get 
- in Oakland,” said 161st 
Street BID executive direc-
tor Cary Goodman. “They 
will be on the west coast 
for about nine days, and 
we want them to know that 
people back home are root-
ing for them and are in 
touch with them - at least 
electronically.” 

When the meter was 
turned back on, Jeter’s 
hit total stood at 3152 hits, 
Goodman said. It shows 
the commitment to the 
team in its home borough, 
and allows all Yankee fans 
and the local businesses to 
connect with their favorite 
sports franchise. 

“The meter showcases 
that the neighborhood is 
a friendly place that en-
joys sports and celebrat-
ing great achievements in 
sports,” Goodman said. “It 
has been doing that since 
the Yankee Stadium first 
opened in the 1920s - for 

eighty or ninety years.” 
The meter scrolls to 

offer electronic congratu-

latory and ‘best wishes’ 
messages from businesses 
in the area, and elected of-

ficials, including Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr., 
whose office is nearby in 

the Bronx County Build-
ing.

“I think for the BID’s 
businesses, it reinforces 
the idea that this is a neigh-
borhood where people can 
come to relax and enjoy the 
game both in the ballpark 
and in the sports bars in 
the community,” Goodman 
said. 

“Yankee Tavern is a 
New York City landmark 
and is one of the greatest 
places to eat and drink. 
Stan’s was voted by a trade 
publication as the greatest 
sports bars in the nation. 
These are places that have 
been in business for de-
cades and they know how to 
serve baseball and football 
fans.” 

There is also a Maria-
no Meter near Mariano Ri-
vera’s portrait on the side 
of Yankee Stadium, which 
normally has a listing of 
his career saves total. Cur-
rently, it is offering best 
wishes in both English and 
Spanish for getting base-
ball’s all-time save leader 
recovered from his inju-
ries.

The 161st Street BID’s ‘Jeter Meter,’ pictured, is located on a lamppost on River Avenue on the sidewalk 
near Yankee Stadium. The meter recorded Derek Jeter’s all-time hit total at 3,152 when it was turned 
on for the first time this baseball season on Friday, May 25.

Photo courtesy of 161st Street BID

Bronx Smoke-Free Partnership celebrates park-ban anniversary
BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Smokers, butt out. 
A year after NYC’s 

parks and beaches were de-
clared smoke free, the law’s 
supporters gathered last 
week to celebrate.

The Bronx Smoke Free 
Partnership and the Bronx 
District Public Heath office 
were joined by elected offi-
cials and other supporters 
at Tremont Park near  Ar-
thur Avenue park to sing 
the year-old law’s praises. 

Theresa Williams, a 
mother and Belmont resi-
dent said it was the first 
time she had her son in 
the park, because he has 
asthma “and there would 
always be people smoking 
in here.”

“It’s so great to see 
the No Smoking signs up 
now around the park and 
that everyone is abiding by 
them.”

David Lehman, bor-
ough manager of the Bronx 
Smoke Free Partnership, 
said he believes the ban has 

absolutely been successful.
“Seventy five percent 

of New Yorkers say that 
they support smoke free 
parks and beaches,” Leh-
man said. “I think the law 

has been almost self enforc-
ing.”

He noted that people 
who continue to smoke in 
the park can face a sum-
mons and a hefty fine. 

“New York City Parks 
and Recreation is in charge 
of enforcing the law, but I 
think most people realize 
there are kids around and 

most parents don’t want 
smoking around them.”

Lehman said he be-
lieves only a small number 
of fines have been given 
out.

“For most people, if 
they see a sign, they respect 
it,” he said. “It is just like 
the smoke-free work place 
law that went into effect 
in 2002, when people said 
‘You can’t tell people not 
to smoke in bars and res-
taurants, but the law has 
been totally self-enforcing 
and now there is 99 percent 

compliance with it.”
Jane Bedell, assistant 

commissioner of the NYC 
Department of Health’s dis-
trict office said she thinks 
the law has been much 
more effective than a lot of 
people though it would be. 

“We know that chil-
dren are very effected by 
the images around them 
and we know they are very 
effected by the grownups 
around them, so we wanna 
try to keep places where 
children are as tobacco 
free and smoke free as pos-
sible.”  

West Bronx Senator 
Gustavo Rivera, who has 
been a major supporter of 
the anti-smoking move-
ment, said he is proud to 
support the Bronx Smoke-
Free Partnership and ban 
on smoking in public parks 
and beaches.

“It is important to have 
clean air for our kids, clean 
air for our neighbors and 
clean air for our parks,” Ri-
vera said. 

New York City Parks and Recreation 
is in charge of enforcing the law, but 
I think most people realize there are 
kids around and most aprents don’t 

want smoking around them.
David Lehman

Theresa Williams can now enjoy afternoons at the park with her son 
Xavier, who suffers from asthma, since a ban on smoking in public 
parks and beaches was put into effect. 

Photo by Kirsten Sanchez
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Natalie Cole at Lehman Center
Lehman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts continues its first-class 
31st season with superstar Natalie 
Cole, on Sun., June 24, 2012 at 7 
pm. The evening will also feature 
comedian Terry Hodges.  For this 
special night, concert-goers will 
have the opportunity, for an addi-
tional $50, to attend a post-concert 
“Meet & Greet” with Natalie Cole 
and take photos with her.
* * *
The College of New Rochelle’s 
Mooney Center presents the work 
of CNR alumnae/i through June 
10. Alumnae/i artists from the 
School of Arts & Sciences and 
the Graduate School were invited 
to submit up to three entries of 
original artwork that related to the 
theme, Personal Best. This is the 
First Biennial Alumnae/i Juried Art 
Exhibit at CNR. 

Coordinated by Patricia St 
John, EdD, ATR-BC, LCAT, Pro-
fessor of Graduate Art Therapy 
& Art Education and juried by 
Judith Weber, a well-known New 
Rochelle artist, this diverse exhibit 
of 41 works of art includes entries 

from alumnae/i who graduated as long 
ago as 1953 to as recently as 2010.

* * *
Lehman Center for the Performing 
Arts continues its 31st season celebra-
tion with Back To The ’80s II -- a night 
of Salsa Romántica hits performed by 
three renowned salseros.  Eddie San-
tiago and his Orchestra will be joined 
for this special concert by fellow sing-
ers Tony Vega And Ray De La Paz. 

Lehman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts is on the campus of Lehman 
College/CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West.  Tickets are $60, 
$55, and $45 and can be purchased 
by calling (718) 960-8833.

* * *
Wiseman Productions, in conjunction 
with the Riverdale-Yonkers Society 
for Ethical Culture, will present The 
Scent of Bacon on Sat., June 2, at 6 
pm at the Society Meeting House, 
4450  Fieldston Road, corner of Man-
hattan College Parkway.

Join in for a full cast reading of 
The Scent of Bacon, a political satire 
by Riverdalian and society member Ira 
Ben Wiseman.

The cast includes society leader 

Jim White, member Jorge Pina 
and Ariana Ami-Holback.

Admission is $15. Half of 
the proceeds will benefit the work 
of the society. For more informa-
tion call (718) 548-4445.

* * *
The Riverdale-Yonkers Society 
for Ethical Culture presents 
Music on Film on Sun., June 3, 
at 1:30 pm at the Society Meeting 
House, 4450 Fieldston Road.

Larry Bluth will present Si-
mon Bolivar Youth Orchestra of 
Venezuela, conducted by Gusta-
vo Dudamel. The documentary 
is in Spanish (English subtitles). 
Suggested donation is $5. 

For further information call 
(718) 548-4445.

* * *
Lehman Center for the Per-

forming Arts is on the campus of 
Lehman College/CUNY at 250 
Bedford Park Boulevard.  Tick-
ets are $85, $75, and $55 (Meet 
& Greet tickets are an additional 
$50) and can be purchased by 
calling (718) 960-8833.

Bartow-Pell sets spring luncheon
The Bartow-Pell Conser-

vancy will host an alfresco 
Spring Luncheon at the Bar-
tow-Pell Mansion Museum, 
895 Shore Road, on Thurs-
day, June 7, at noon. Guest 
speaker Amy Freitag, execu-
tive director of the New York 
Restoration Project, founded 
by Bette Midler, will discuss 
Extraordinary Women: Pow-
er, Influence, and the Con-
servation of the American 
Landscape. Freitag has had 
an extensive career in the 
conservation and preserva-
tion field and was previously 
the Deputy Commissioner of 
Capital Projects for the New 
York City Department of 
Parks & Recreation, where 
she also served as the execu-
tive director of the Historic 
House Trust of New York 
City, of which Bartow-Pell 
is a member. With both an 

M.L.A. in Landscape Archi-
tecture and an M.S. in His-
toric Preservation from the 
Graduate School of Fine Art 
at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, she lectures nation-
ally on the history of women 
in conservation and is cur-
rently writing a book on the 
founding of the Garden Club 
of America. 

The annual spring lun-
cheon will be held on the Peb-
ble Court, which overlooks 
the museum’s early 20th-cen-
tury Delano and Aldrich-de-
signed formal garden. Lunch 
will follow the talk and there 
will be ample time for stroll-
ing the garden afterwards. 
Tickets for the Spring Lun-
cheon are: Lacecap Hydran-
gea, $75; Climbing Rose, $125; 
and Stargazer Lily, $175. The 
two higher-level tickets in-
clude listing in the program. 

Attire is garden chic. RSVP, 
(718) 885-1461 or email info@
bpmm.org. 

“NYRP’s extraordinary 
success with their Million-
TreesNYC program,” com-
mented Cynthia Brown, Bar-
tow-Pell Conservancy board 
member and chair of the 
event, “is just one way that 
Amy Freitag has succeeded 
in bringing green space to 
underserved communities in 
New York City. Her ability to 
fundraise and bring together 
non-profit and civic entities 
to work for the common good 
is both an inspiration and a 
model for organizations like 
Bartow-Pell.”

Bartow-Pell, an 1840s 
Greek Revival mansion and a 
National Historic Landmark, 
is owned by the New York 
City Department of Parks & 
Recreation. 

For  Advertising Information 
Call John At (718) 742-3398
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Doris Roberts, of Everybody Loves Raymond, a local gal
BY BILL TWOMEY 

When you see the 
name Doris Roberts, the 
first thing that comes to 
mind is Marie Barone, 
Ray’s meddling mother, on 
the hit show “Everybody 
Loves Raymond.” 

The series ran from 
1996 to 2005 and although 
she was supposed to be just 
a supporting character, to 
many viewers she was the 
star of the show. Roberts 
played the doting Italian 
housewife who spent much 
of her life in the kitchen 
or next door at her son’s 
house. They were the two 
main ingredients that 
made the show a big hit 
and garnered four of the 
five Emmys received by 
Roberts. The other was for 
her portrayal of a homeless 
woman on ‘St. Elsewhere.’

She was in far too 
many movies and televi-
sion shows to enumerate 
them all here but among 
my favorites is Chevy 
Chase’s “Christmas Vaca-
tion.”  She played the part 
of Frances Smith in that 

1989 flick.  She also played 
Jessie, the mayor’s wife, 
in “The Taking of Pelham 
One Two Three” and I men-
tion that film for its obvi-
ous Bronx connection. 

She did love to cook 
and even co-authored a 
cookbook. She is a fine 
actress and if you recall 
the episode of “Everybody 
Loves Raymond” where she 
took the whole family to It-
aly to visit her family, her 
dialogue was incredible. 
You would swear she spoke 
Italian all her life. But, 
Italian she was not. She 
was raised by her mother 
and grandparents in the 
typical Jewish household 
here in the Bronx where 
cream cheese and lox was 
far more likely to be served 
than lasagna. 

Roberts was born on 
November 4, 1930 in St. 
Louis, Missouri but her 

father deserted the family 
so her mother, Ann Melz-
er, took her to the Bronx 
where they moved in with 
her mother who helped 
raise Doris in the Jewish 
faith. Her mother married 
Chester H. Roberts and 
Doris took her stepfather’s 
last name. 

Her parents ran the 
Z.L. Rosenfield Agency 
which was a stenographic 
service that catered to the 
entertainment industry. 
It was, therefore, no mys-
tery how Doris ended up in 
show business. 

We should all be grate-
ful that she chose acting 
over stenography or there 
would be one less star on 
Hollywood’s Walk of Fame. 
Her pink terrazzo and 
brass star was unveiled on 
February 10, 2003 in front 
of 7001 Hollywood Boule-
vard. I haven’t been to the 

Walk of Fame since 1967 
at which time there were 
far fewer stars than exist 
today. 

The first permanent 
star was installed on 
March 28, 1960 to honor 
director Stanley Kramer. 
Today there are about 2466 
stars each weighing al-
most 300 pounds and about 
10 million people now visit 
the site each year gener-
ally starting at Grauman’s 
Chinese Theatre at 6935 
Hollywood Boulevard. 

By the way, every now 
and then someone decides 
to vandalize or even re-
move a star from the Walk 
of Fame. Oddly, some star 
thieves have actually been 
successful and the stolen 
stars had to be replaced. 
It’s somewhat more dif-
ficult today, however, as 
closed circuit television 
cameras have been in-
stalled to deter thieves. 
Thankfully, Doris Roberts’ 
star is quite safe. Perhaps 
there’s something in our 
Bronx water that helps to 
produce such great stars. DORIS ROBERTS
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Continued on page 34

BY FATHER
RICHARD F. GORMAN
The Saturday prior to 

Mother’s Day is usually a 
busy one full of activity.  
Flowers are being ordered 
for delivery.  A meal worthy 
of mom is being planned, if 
not already partially pre-
pared.  That special gift 
selected in particular for 
mother is being wrapped 
or sought, if not already ac-
quired.  Perhaps, a special 
Mother’s Day breakfast to 
be served to mom in bed is 
being designed.  Dads, hus-
bands, and children are 
all occupied and hard at 
work in order to make the 
Mother’s Day shortly to ar-
rive the most memorable 
one ever for the queen of the 
castle.

This Mother’s Day 
would prove to be a more 
exceptional than usual 
Mother’s Day for me and 
many others in the borough 
of the Bronx.  Appropri-
ately, the name of a truly 
great lady and Bronxite, a 
mother to literally dozens 
of us involved in the civic 
life of our borough, was 
going to be added to the 
street on which she raised 
her family and lived for so 
many years.  Courtesy of 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca, 
who once locked horns with 
her over his admission as 
a student to Christopher 
Columbus High School and 
who introduced the requi-
site legislation in the New 
York City Council, Peggy 
Braverman had her street 
corner named after her.  As 
of May 12 at 11 a.m., the in-
tersection of Matthews Av-
enue and Astor Avenue in 
the Pelham Parkway neigh-
borhood of the Bronx, her 
political “turf” for several 
decades, has had the name 
of Peggy Braverman added 
to it.  Henceforth, this cor-
ner right in front of her 
longtime residence is to be 
known as Peggy Braverman 
Way.

The life of Peggy 
Braverman is the stuff of 
which the biographies of 
great Americans are made.  
Peggy Braverman did not 
have an easy life.  She knew 
what it was to lose the peo-
ple upon whom one depends 
for love and sustenance.  
She knew what it was to 
forfeit the safety and the se-
curity of the place that one 
calls home.  She knew what 
it was to have little in the 
way of this world’s wealth 

and goods.  She knew what 
it was like to be ripped from 
a loving environment and 
thrust into one wherein one 
funds him/herself a strang-
er.  No, life was not a piece 
of cake or an easy road to 
trod for Peggy Braverman.  
She was orphaned at an 
early age.  She suddenly and 
without warning found her-
self minus home and fam-
ily.  An orphanage became 
her whole world.  Other or-
phaned little girls became 
her companions and, for all 
practical purposes, her fam-
ily.  There was no speaking 
of one’s “personal space.”  
One had a place to sleep in a 
large dormitory room with 
the beds of many others 
lined in rows.  One was fed 
three meals daily.  One had 
a routine, the same followed 
by all of the other residents 
of the orphanage.  One was 
afforded education and 
practical skills with which 
eventually to confront a 
challenging world beyond 
the walls of the institution.  
One had no ability to make 
one’s own decisions.  All 
essential matters were de-
cided on one’s behalf.

Many youngsters 
would fail to flourish un-
der such circumstances.  
Many would grow up and 
sooner or later plummet 
through the holes in soci-
ety’s social safety net or 
flee to the anonymity of life 
on the margins of society.  
Other would become ne’er-
do-wells or, worse still, 
inmates at local jails and 
state penitentiaries.  Such 
was not the case with Peggy 
Braverman.  She toughed 
out the tough, everyday life 
of the orphanage.  However, 
resilient as she became, she 
never fell victim to the mal-
ady of hard-heartedness.  
As much as she lacked the 
good fortune and the tem-
poralities of this world, she 
was imbued with the grace 
of a kind, compassionate, 
and generous spirit.  Peggy 
Braverman conquered the 
hurt of this world by dem-
onstrating how the power 
of love could vanquish it.  
She dispelled the fallacious 
and the ruinous mindset 
of far too many folks that 

predicates the solution to 
one’s wounds in life lies in 
the infliction of the same on 
others.

Peggy Braverman left 
the orphanage and even-
tually found her place in 
the business world as a 
saleslady with the cloth-
iers, Levine and Smith.  
She married her husband, 
Charles, and together they 
brought two wonderful chil-
dren into their lives:  a son, 
Henry, who is now happily 
married, and a daughter, 
Shelley, who is married to 
her husband of many years, 
Spencer Fields, and with 
whom she has a son named 
Charles after his grandfa-
ther.

As remarkable as it is 
simultaneously to be a wife, 
a mother, and a business-
woman, these three admi-
rable and daunting callings 
were not enough to drain the 
talents and the energies of 
Peggy Braverman’s person-
ality or the unbounded love 
that filled her heart.  She, in 
effect, became the mayor of 
her neighborhood, becom-
ing in short order president 
of the Parents-Teachers As-
sociation of Christopher Co-
lumbus High School, presi-
dent of the Civic Democratic 
Club of Pelham Parkway, 
Democratic Female District 
Leader of Pelham Parkway, 
a member of the Board of 
Directors of Bronx House, 
a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Pelham 
Parkway Community 
Council, a staff member for 
then Councilman Stephen 
B. Kaufman, and Deputy 
Bronx County Clerk, which 
bestowed on her the appel-
lation by which so many of 
us who loved her referred 
to her for the remainder of 
her magnificent life  --  i.e., 
“Madame Deputy.”  For a 
generation, if anyone want-
ed to know what the “low-
down” or the   “chit-chat” 
was in Pelham Parkway, 
Peggy Braverman was the 
person to call.  It anything 
was going down in Pelham 
Parkway, Peggy Braverman 
was the one making it all 
take place.

I could speak volumes 
about a good and gracious 
woman who taught me the 
tough love of politics but 
who more importantly was 
a paradigm of love of neigh-
bor.  The day that I was or-
dained a priest of the Arch-
diocese of New York, the 

Checkers opens on S. Boulevard
BY DAVID CRUZ 

Vijay Ghei, proud 
franchiser of a brand new 
Checkers fast-foot eatery in 
Longwood, will take a pass 
on tasting his product, not 
that there’s anything wrong 
with it.

 While Ghei’s learned 
all aspects of his franchise, 
he can’t give an account of 
how the food tastes.  

“I’m a vegetarian,” said 
Ghei, having only tried the 
350-calorie fries.

 His new fast-food eat-
ery, his third, is set to open 
June 7 at 1058 Southern Bou-
levard, home to a former 
bank.

Ghei will rely heav-
ily on the foot traffic from 
the nearby 2 and 5 Simpson 
Street subway station.  

But Ghei, a native of 
India, is veering off the 
brand’s double drive-thru 
windows by setting up a sit-

down burger joint sans the 
windows. 

He’s setting up shop 
within the Longwood 
section, a neighborhood 
plagued by poor health 
trends, according to the 
New York City Department 
of Health. 

Obesity, diabetes and 
heart conditions are the 
norm in that area.  

Ghei’s other ventures 
are in Fordham and The 
Hub, two other areas with 
high obesity rates.   

“It’s one’s personal 
choice,” was Ghei’s take on 
those who choose to eat the 
popular food.

Jennifer Durham, vice 
president of franchise de-
velopment agreed, saying it 
does not withhold nutrition 
data from its customers. 

“All of our restaurnats 
in the borough post the calo-
rie counts on the menus,” 

explained Durham.   
One healthy aspect will 

be the 50 jobs that will now 
come to the Bronx, suffering 
from a 14% unemployment 
rate.  Residents can expect 
30 full-time and 20 part-time 
jobs available.  

As for Checkers devi-
ating from its gimmick of 
drive-thru windows, Dur-
ham said exceptions are al-
ways made.  

“Research showed that 
customers don’t mind the 
double-drive window. They 
come for the flavorful food,” 
said Durham.  

Ghei, a former control-
ler for a private financial 
firm, isn’t done expanding 
his operations.  

“I like to grow with 
Checkers,” he said.  

Reach reporter David 
Cruz at 718-742-3383 or email 
dcruz@cnglocal.com.  

Get Up & Go! registers area youth
City Parks Foundation 

is encouraging all Bronx 
youngsters, ages eight to 13, 
to sign up for CPF’s Get Up 
& Go! program that runs 
Saturdays through June 30 
at Soundview Park, Boyn-
ton Avenue and Lafayette 
Avenue, adjacent to the field 
house. 

Get Up & Go! is a 
unique, park-based pro-
gram for New York City 
children that combines in-
dividual and team activities 
to help build strength and 
agility, combat obesity and 
reinforce healthy, life-long 
attitudes toward fitness. 

The Saturday program, 

from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.,  will 
feature activities such as 
tug of war, timed obstacles, 
climbing games, and much 
more. Participants must 
commit to attending on a 
regular basis.

 To register call (718) 
760-6999.  

Checking out Checkers.  Customers pass by the soon-to-open Checkers fast-food restaurant in 
Longwood, slated to open Wednesday. 

Photo by David Cruz
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Preston’s Annual Sports Night
Preston High School 

celebrated their athletic 
program on Thursday, May 
17, during an awards ban-
quet held in the school’s 
gymnasium. Jamie Sk-
rapits, Preston High School 
athletic director, hosts 
the event each year to pay 
tribute to each team while 
reflecting on Preston’s 
rich athletic heritage.  Fes-
tivities kick off with the 
Preston Athletic Depart-
ment Hall of Fame Induc-
tion. This year’s honoree 

was Lindsay Carr ‘03, who 
played in three Varsity 
sports – soccer, basketball 
and softball.  Carr will be 
returning to PHS next year 
as the JV Basketball coach.

The next portion of 
the event is marked by in-
dividual team recognition 
and award presentations 
including Most Outstand-
ing Player, Most Improved 
Player, and a special Coach’s 
Award.  Skrapits also gives 
special recognition to the 
many scholar-athletes who 

received First or Second 
Honors or Commended 
Achievement for three con-
secutive quarters.

Of special note are 
three overarching awards 
for graduating senior ath-
letes as well as a special fan 
award.  This year’s winner 
of the Lou McSwigin Award 
for displaying “outstanding 
achievement and commit-
ment to student athletics 
and sportsmanship” was 
Nora Kilkenny. Kilkenny 
played varsity soccer and 
basketball at PHS.

Kelly Simpson, mem-
ber of the Varsity basketball 
team, was awarded the Babe 
Leath Award. This award 
is for “outstanding commit-
ment to the Preston Sports 
Program, and for the leader-
ship and spirit exemplified 
by Babe Leath.” 

This year’s winner of 
the Donald Collins Heart 
Award, an award given to 
an athlete, who is the heart 
of her team, was Loredana 
Calce.  Calceo is a member 
of the Varsity volleyball 
team.

A fourth special award  
is given to Preston’s most 
dedicated fan in honor of 
Richard Donovan, father 
of four PHS daughters and 
two granddaughters, all 
alumnae.  Richard attended 
every game he could during 
his time with Preston.  The 
2011 Donovan Award winner 
was Donato Signore, grand-
father of Jessica Signore ‘12, 
for his regular attendance 
at PHS sporting events.

On a more somber note, 
PHS retired two very special 
players’ numbers during the 
event.  Basketball number 
14 which was worn by Mar-
garet “Magie” Donnelly ’06 
as well as basketball num-
ber 13 which was worn by 
Jillian Bragg ’03.  Long time 
Physical education teacher, 
Marge McEvoy announced 
that she will be retiring as 
head coach of the JV volley-
ball team. McEvoy was pre-
sented with a shirt with the 
slogan “Finished Business” 
on it as a thank you for all 
her years of coaching.

Msgr. Scanlan holds 
Spanish honors night

On Friday, May 11, the 
Monsignor Scanlan High 
School community enjoyed 
the annual induction cer-
emony of Cervantino, the 
Spanish National Honor So-
ciety.

Eighteen new members 
were presented as candi-
dates. They include Jazz 
Baez, Alexander Cabrera, 
Jose Cardona, Danny DeLa 
Cruz, Aidan Dominguez, 
Luis Fonseca, Paola Garcia, 
Daurys Gonell, Sierra Jack-
son, Brandon Jines, Wil-
liam Mendez, Vi Nguyen. 
Abigail Sintim, Marilyn 
Solis, Kyle Stevenson-Sims, 
Robert Taylor, Mike Tejada 

and Carlos Ventura.
Junior members of Cer-

vantino were awarded mugs 
and the graduating seniors 
were given their cords.

In addition to promot-
ing an understanding of the 
Hispanic culture and pur-
suing academic excellence, 
Cervantino members have 
been active in sponsoring 
fundraisers. The result of 
their efforts enabled four 
classmates to each receive 
a $500 scholarship at last 
month’s Leadership Assem-
bly.

Following the ceremo-
ny, a reception was held in 
the school cafeteria.

(L-r) Kelly Simpson ‘12, Nora Kilkenny ‘12 and Loredana Calce ‘12 
after receiving their awards.

Mt. St. Ursula students consider careers
During the week of 

April 21, students from the 
Acadmy of Mount St. Ursula 
had a unique opportunity to 
gain insight to a plethora of 
career choices on two dis-
tinct days. 

On Wednesday, April 
25, students from grade lev-
els nine through twelve par-
ticipated in an Enrichment 
Day designed to enhance the 
current classroom curricu-
lum. Enrichment Days are 
special school days eagerly 
anticipated by all AMSU 
students. The Academy of 
Mount St. Ursula values a 
well-rounded education and 
as well as provides students 
with various opportunities 
to express their artistic cre-
ativity. AMSU is recognized 
for its exceptional programs 
in Academics, Arts and Ser-
vice. Each Enrichment Day 
trip is designed to expose 
students to a course of study 
in an enjoyable atmosphere 
outside the classroom. 

Teachers and students 
who participated in Enrich-
ment Day had the following 
things to say about their ex-
perience:

“My two Earth Science 
classes visited the Hayden 
Planetarium where they had 
the opportunity to watch 
the space show ‘Journey to 
the Stars’ and explore plan-

etarium exhibits to help en-
rich the Astronomy portion 
of the Regents curriculum,” 
said Rosemary Sitler “

The trip to the Plan-
etarium was amazing. Ms. 
Sitler did a fantastic job and 
the girls loved it,” said Ma-
rie Fabrizio

 “Godspell was amaz-
ing! The Students absolutely 
loved it- they met all the cast 
and got autographs.  The 
show was very interactive 
and is perfect for a school 
trip.” – Ms. Jeannie DiBene-
detto

Students also enjoyed 
various other trips such 
as the Bronx Zoo, Bod-
ies - The Exhibition at the 
South Street Seaport, The 
Toy Museum of New York, 
Madame Tussuad’s Wax 
Museum, Ripley’s Believe It 
or Not!, SGF Productions at 
the Comedy /Improv Show, 
Guggenheim Museum, the 
Cloisters, and a Juilliard 
Brass Concert.

On Friday, April 27, the 
Guidance Department at 
the Academy of Mount St. 
Ursula hosted their annual 
Career Day event in the 
AMSU auditorium. AMSU 
holds this day every year as 
an opportunity for working 
professionals to come and 
speak with students in the 
junior class about the career 

prospects that await them. 
A panel discussion took 
place where presenters had 
approximately seven to ten 
minutes to address the class 
describing their careers and 
current occupations. Stu-
dents had the opportunity 
to ask presenters specific 
questions on an individual 
basis. The panel discussions 
allowed AMSU students to 
see through the experiences 
of the presenters, how their 
personal dreams can be-
come a reality.

The members of the 
panel included Dr. Janet 
Keane ’74 – Independent 
dentist, Leslie Reyes ‘99 - 
general manager with GE 
Healthcare, Michelle Leone 
’85 - NBC producer, Julia 
Myers-Bartley ’85 - director 
of Recruitment and Admis-
sions, Judy Newton - NYPD 
detective.

Some key suggestions 
the panel made included:  
take time to think about 
what you want to do, com-
municate your goals and 
aspirations with others; net-
work;  use your time wisely 
while in school; learn to 
make adjustments; respect 
yourself and others; listen 
to your heart; do your home-
work, and display self-confi-
dence.

TEENAGE SLEEP PATTERNS STUDY AT CATHEDRAL
Cathedral High senior Darleny Urena from the Bronx explains results from a sleep deprivation study 
performed as part of a final project in the Gateways to Health program. The study, which highlighted 
and agreed with several national studies of teenage sleep patterns, was conducted over the spring 
semester at the Manhattan school. The Gateways program provides career-level study of nutrition and 
health, and offers students early exposure to the  medical professions. 

Photo by Mary Knight
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“To have three kids going to an ACC school is pretty 
cool. I’m very excited for them. They’re going to a 
growing program with a great coach.”

DAVID OWENS...................................................................PAGE 32

St. Ray’s Rector explodes on AAU circuit

Coach returns to dugout; Spellman squeaks by Xavier

Continued on page 33 Continued on page 33

The Pirates
of Pittsburgh

Continued on page 33

Huckleberry Of
The Month

Yes, it’s Josh Beckett. He 
missed a pitching start for the 
“Sawx” because of tightness in his 
back. Then he went out and played 
golf.

I can almost hear the steam 
coming out of Bobby “V’s” ears.

Just A Drop In Ocean
Norman Chad talked about 

the problems that Albert Pujols 
was having with the bat since 
moving from the Cardinals to 
the Angels and he wrote, “If he 
jumped out of a boat in the middle 
of the Pacific Ocean, he might not 
hit the water.” This seems to be a 
familiar malady suffered by a lot 
of players when they switch from 
the National League to the Ameri-
can but not so much the other way 
around.”

The Pirates 
Of Pittsburgh

Gene Collier (Pgh. Post-Ga-
zette) wrote about a recent game 
the Pirates played against the DC 
Nats, “Hurdle needed six pitchers 
to get through nine innings be-
cause starter Erik Bedard threw 
only eight pitches before back 
spasms forced him into the dugout 
in the second inning. No one was 
saying much about it, but it was re-
assuring that they didn’t have him 
on a pitch count of eight.” 

Tommy John’s Weakness
Scott Ostler (SF Chronicle) 

wrote about an expanding list 

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
A big right-handed slam, a 

sweet in-and-out crossover and 
running one-hander off the glass, 
then a drive and dish for an easy 
basket – Shane Rector displayed 
his entire arsenal Saturday af-
ternoon in the i.S. 8/Spring H.S. 
Classic.

It was just a glimpse of what 
has made the 6-foot St. Raymond 
junior guard one of the area’s 
fastest rising prospects. His im-
proving skill set, to go along with 
a prudent decision to join the 
New Jersey-based Playaz Club 
AAU programs, has taken Rector 
to the next level.

A new college coach seem-
ingly reaches out every day. 
Rector recently landed his first 
high-major Division I offer, from 
Providence. Oklahoma and SMU 
called St. Raymond coach Oli-
ver Antigua the other day. Pitts-
burgh, Iowa State, Dayton and 
UMass are also heavily involved, 
among others.

“I came from basically no-
where,” said Rector, who left the 
New York Gauchos along with 
several others when they lost 
their Nike sponsorship. “I wasn’t 
really on anybody’s scouting 
radar. This is a big summer for 
me.”

Rector has gotten off to a 
fine start with the Playaz Club-
Juniors, leading them to a 9-5 
record in the Nike Elite Youth 
Basketball League as its leading 

St. Raymond’s Shane Rector is enjoying a solid AAU season with the New Jersey-based Playaz Club.
Photo by Denis Gostev

BY MARC RAIMONDI
There was a Lou Brescia in 

the dugout for Cardinal Spellman, 
just not the team’s head coach. 
Lou Jr., the school’s JV coach, took 
over the helm with his father serv-
ing the second game of a two-game 
suspension. And he knew just the 
way to fire up the players.

“I told them, ‘I don’t want my 
father watching you guys get elim-
inated from the stands,’” Brescia 
Jr. said. “If you guys are gonna go 
down, I want him in this dugout 
coaching. It seemed to carry over 
well.”

Chris Sholkoff was brilliant, 
tossing a complete-game two-hit-
ter with seven strikeouts to lead 
No. 12 Cardinal Spellman to a 
1-0 win over No. 13 Xavier in the 
CHSAA Class AA baseball second 
round Wednesday in the Bronx.

Now, Brescia Sr., who 
watched the game from a folding 
chair way down the left-field line, 
can return to coach the Pilots in a 
third-round, best-of-three series 
against an opponent to be deter-
mined starting Saturday. The 
coach was suspended following an 
ejection last week against Mount 

St. Michael.
“[Brescia Jr.] said because 

our coach defended us, we should 
have his back always,” Sholkoff 
said. “We did that; we won. Every-
one played their heart out.”

The senior right-hander faced 
just one batter over the minimum 
and didn’t walk anyone. A Xavier 
base-runner reached second base 
just once in the third inning. 
Sholkoff’s curve was deceptive 
from the start and his location 
was on point.

“I lost [my curve] here and 
there, but I picked it up when I 

needed to,” Sholkoff said. “I know 
I don’t throw the hardest, I just 
work on my location, try to hit 
the corners, try to size up the hit-
ters.”

Added left fielder Dom Lu-
ongo: “Nobody ever found their 
swing. Nobody was comfortable.”

Sholkoff managed to outduel 
St. John’s-bound left-hander Nick 
DiLeo, who was every bit as good, 
allowing just two hits himself with 
eight strikeouts and three walks. 
Spellman (10-8) got its lone run in 
the sixth when Luongo walked, 
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Decommits
BY ZACH BRAZILLER
The more Harrison 

Bader thought about his 
future at Pittsburgh, the 
more unsure he got. The 
Horace Mann center field-
er wanted a certain feeling, 
one he couldn’t describe, 
one that wasn’t there about 
Pittsburgh.

He felt it about Mary-
land – he’s felt it for a long 
time – and that’s where he 
will spend the next four 
years of his life.

Bader decommitted 
from Pittsburgh a month 
ago – he never signed his 
National Letter of Intent – 
and verbally committed to 
Maryland, where he will 
join New York Grays team-
mates Jose Cuas and Kevin 
Martir, last week. In fact, 
after breaking the news to 
the Pittsburgh coaching 
staff, the only school he 
spoke to was Maryland’s.

“I’m absolutely 
thrilled, I can’t wait,” he 
said. “There is nothing 
more I can ask for.”

Bader, a gifted senior 
with thunder in his bat 
and a powerful right arm, 
visited Maryland with 
Cuas and Martir over the 
summer, but the staff was 
preoccupied with adding a 
catcher (Martir), shortstop 
(Cuas) and pitching. Rath-
er than waiting, Bader 
committed to Pittsburgh. 
But as time went on, he re-
alized it wasn’t the place 
for him.

“It wasn’t by any 
means a decision I made 
over night,” he said. It had 
very little to do with base-
ball, he said. Bader devel-
oped a bond with the coach-
ing staff, was impressed 
by the school’s facilities, 
which includes the state-
of-the-art Petersen Events 
Center, and got along with 
the program’s current play-
ers. After living his entire 
life in a Northeastern city, 
though, Bader wanted a 
change, which Maryland 
can offer. He also loves the 
idea of continuing his ca-
reer with Cuas and Martir, 
who he got to know well 
over the last two summers 
with the Grays.

“It wasn’t the driv-
ing factor to why I chose 

Bader lands in Maryland
Maryland, but having 
them there is incredible,” 
he said. “Who would’ve 
thought it would ever work 
out this way. It’s incred-
ible. ”

Led by third-year 
head coach Erik Bakich, 
a longtime elite recruiter 
for Vanderbilt, Maryland 
is on the fast track. It went 
32-24 this spring just two 
years into Bakich’s na-
tionally ranked recruiting 
class and beat top-ranked 
teams Florida State and 
Virginia.

The facilities have 
seen a number of im-
provements and additions 
since Bakich’s arrival: a 
5,000-square foot indoor 
hitting and pitching facil-
ity was built next to Bob 
“Turtle” Smith Stadium, a 
new turf infield was added 
prior to the 2011 season 
along with a brick back-
stop, new outfield fence 
and warning track in ad-
dition to renovated locker 
rooms.

The Terrapins begin 
next year at powerhouse 
LSU.

“I may have to fly down 
to LSU to check it out,” 
Grays coach David Owens 
said. “To have three kids 
going to an ACC school is 
pretty cool. I’m very excit-
ed for them. They’re going 
to a growing program with 
a great coach.”

Maryland recruiting 
coordinator Dan Burton 
was taken with Bader last 
summer, but outfielders 
weren’t a priority. Bak-
ich saw him at the Perfect 
Game World Wood Bat As-
sociaton World Champi-
onships in Jumpiter, Fla., 
where Bader was named 
to the all-tournament 
team, and was equally im-
pressed. When Owens saw 
Bakich over the winter, the 
coach gushed over Bader’s 
potential.

Once Bader decommit-
ted and expressed an inter-
est in Maryland, the Terra-
pins reciprocated. Burton 
attended the Scout’s Show-
case and offered Bader. He 
jumped at the opportunity.

“Sign me up,” he told 
the coach.

Dandy Andy discusses 
playoffs, MLB draft

PHOTOGRAPHER?
The Bronx Times Reporter 
is Looking for Freelance 
Photographers to cover 
the Bronx. Car Required!

If Interested, Call

718-742-3395

Continued on page 33

BY ANDREW VELAZQUEZ
So it all comes down to 

this, a game for first place 
against our rivals. I won-
der who wrote this script? 
As the season comes to a 
close, we end up tied for the 
division with who else but 
Iona Prep. Everyone on the 
team is aware of the impor-
tance that this game holds 
in our hopes to bring the 
city championship back to 
Fordham Prep. If won, the 
road throughout the play-
offs becomes much easier. 
This allows us to save up 
pitching and skip straight 
into the championship 
round with no fear of elimi-
nation.

I believe in the team 
and all we’ve done this 
year. After coming out hot 
we hit a rough patch, but 
such is the heartless game 
of baseball with its ups and 
downs. Sometimes things 
just don’t go your way. Now 
we face the problem of hav-
ing many days off in be-

tween games which makes 
it tough to come out and 
play our best. Especially 
with this upcoming game 
which keeps getting post-
poned due to the rain. We 
can use the excuse of be-
ing rusty, or we can come 
out and play with the same 
amount of confidence and 
swagger that we had in the 
beginning of the year and 
get some wins. Hopefully 
the baseball gods give us a 
break and allow us to play 
Friday.

As the season comes to 
a close I try my best to stay 
focused on the playoffs. I’d 
be lying if I said I wasn’t 
constantly thinking about 
the draft and what the out-
come will be like in the 
coming weeks. It’s some-
thing I dreamed about hap-
pening as a kid and never 
truly thought it could be-
come a reality until recent-
ly in my high school career. 
I’m truly blessed and grate- Fordham Prep’s Andrew Velazquez writes about the drama of a 

tiebreaker game with rival Iona Prep and the upcoming draft.

Photo by An Rong Xu
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Pipe Dreams: Tommy John’s weakness; Pettitte
of MLB pitchers who have 
had multiple Tommy John 
surgeries and talked to Dr. 
Frank Jobe about it. “Many 
pitchers have had mul-
tiple TJ procedures. Jason 
Isringhausen of the Angels 
had it done three times, and 
pitched well last season and 
this season.

Dr. Frank Jobe, who 
pioneered the procedure, 
has said that with second-
timers, “You worry a bit 
more,” partly because it’s 
possible the pitcher simply 
has weaker than normal 
connective tissue.”

Pettitte Win
It was a BIG win, on 

5/18, for Andy Pettitte when 
he posted his first win since 
7/8/10. He pitched 8 innings, 
gave up 4 hits while striking 
out 9. His fastball reached 
94MPH once (he twice threw 
in the low 90’s and he had 
115 pitches for the day.

While this was all good 
news, we must remember 
that it was only one game. 
His 40-year old body can’t do 
that very often.

We have to hope for the 
best, but even a broken clock 
is right twice a day.  

I Miss Big Al
I miss the Oakland 

Raider antics that were ini-
tiated by Al Davis

Gone are the outlaw, 

renegade Raiders. They 
were replaced by the “faith-
based” Oakland players. 
Scott Ostler (SF Chronicle) 
said, “Davis never told his 
college scouts ‘Find out if 
the kid goes to church.’ 

Around Alameda head-
quarters everyone might as 
well be wearing WWAND 
buttons. What would Al not 
do?”  

Curmudgeon Travels
Jack Finarelli, The 

SC, sent a travelogue THAT 
described his most recent 
vacation travel to Australia-
New Zealand and painted a 
verbal picture of the Great 
Barrier Reef, “The Great 
Barrier Reef is one of only 
two living things on Earth 
that can be seen with the 
naked eye from the Space 
Shuttle.

The other is Kirstie Al-
ley.”                                                            

 Lifetime Lefty
NY Yankees left hand-

ed pitcher, Fritz Peterson 
traded families with Mike 
Kekich in 1973. He’s in semi-
retirement, working as a 
preacher and Black Jack 
dealer. Once a lefty, always 
a lefty. 

Change Of A Nickel - 
Does That Make Cents?

The Sports Curmud-
geon made a suggestion that 
(wait for it) made sense. He 
said that the NFL should 

only have two pre-season 
exhibitions and not increase 
the season’s games.

Fewer games would 
equal fewer hits to the head 
and so fewer concussions. 
That might make too much 
sense for the NFL suits to 
grasp. 

Sunday Punch
Scott Ostler (SF Chron-

icle) gave us these thoughts:
“From MLB: No deci-

sion on the A’s, no decision 
on the future of the desig-
nated hitter, no decision on 
Pete Rose. But Bud Selig 
and his crew are about to 
make a momentous deci-
sion on banning the move 
where the pitcher bluffs 
a pickoff throw to third, 
wheels and bluffs to first.                                                                                    
“A question that came up 
in the press box the other 
night: Who was the last 
pitcher to pitch 300 innings 
in a season? Answer below.

 Last 300-inning pitch-
er: Steve Carlton, Phillies, 
1980, 304 innings. But that 
was weak sauce compared 
to his 1972 season: 346 1/3 
innings, 30 complete games 
in 41 starts. And that was 
when pitchers juiced by 
squeezing oranges.                                               

Heated Discussion
Scott Hanson (Seattle 

Times) sat at Dwight Per-
ry’s desk while Dwight was 
enjoying some R and R and 

sent along these items:
“An Attleboro, Mass., 

woman is praising the city’s 
trash collection company 
after its workers helped 
her dig through mountains 
of stinking garbage to find 
five valuable rings she in-
advertently threw away, 
including her engagement 
and wedding bands, AP re-
ported.        

Sifting through a lot of 
junk hoping to find a nug-
get happens in sports too.                                                                                         
It’s called an expansion 
draft.

“Ozzie Guillen, the out-
spoken Marlins manager, 
on how he would handle a 
situation like the Spoelstra-
Wade flare-up: ‘If a player 
came out and said some-
thing, it would guarantee a 
fight.’  

“Dwyane Wade and Heat 
coach Erik Spoelstra had an 
angry exchange during a 
timeout in the third quar-
ter of Miami’s Game 2 loss.                                                                                            
‘Anybody that has been part 
of a team or has been a coach 
or been a player, you have no 
idea how often things like 
that happen,’ Spoelstra said. 
“...Those exchanges hap-
pen all the time during the 
course of an NBA season.’ 
Really? Here’s guessing it 
would only happen once for 
Gregg Popovich”

From page 31

St. Ray’s Rector explodes
From page 31

scorer. His breakout per-
formance was a sensational 
24-point effort in an upset 
of the Oakland Soldiers, at 
the time the top-ranked 17U 
team in the country which 
entered the matchup unde-
feated. It was a big win for 
the Playaz also, coming off 
a disappointing result in its 
host tournament, Spring 
Fling.

“He’s come up big in 
big moments,” Playaz coach 
Dwayne Lee said of Rec-
tor, who was a key cog in 
St. Ray’s winning its first 
CHSAA Class AA inter-
sectional title since 2004. 
“Shane’s been excellent.”

Though he joined a 
team that had been together 
for a while, Rector has fit in 
well, Lee said. The toughest 
adjustment has been shar-
ing point guard duties with 
Hudson Catholic’s Kavon 
Stewart, a highly thought 
of prospect like Rector.

“It might’ve taken him 
one weekend [to get com-
fortable],” Lee said.

As was the case at St. 
Ray’s, he’s surrounded by 
talented Division I talent, 
such as Stewart, Reggie 
Cameron and Mike Young 

of Hudson Catholic (N.J.).
“When you play with 

good guys, it’s only going to 
heighten your game,” Rec-
tor said.

Talent evaluator Tom 
Konchalski has been im-
pressed with Rector’s play. 
He said the lead guard 
can play at the Big East 
level “selectively,” and 
considered him right up 
there among the best point 
guards in New York City, if 
not the best one.

“He has unforced ath-
leticism,” Konchalski said. 
“He has great quickness. 
He can get into the lane.”

The commute to New 
Jersey twice a week for 
practice can be tiresome, 
but the exposure he gets 
with the Playaz has been 
more than worth it. Top col-
lege coaches are after him 
and recruiting services are 
just as high on the talented 
point guard. And he still 
has a few months left to 
further establish himself 
among the nation’s best.

“I’m just starting to get 
national exposure,” Rec-
tor said. “I’ve been work-
ing hard. It feels good. I’m 
finally getting what I feel 
like I’ve been working on.”

Velazquez discusses draft
From page 32

ful to have this opportuni-
ty. We’ll see how things go 
June 4 to 6.

There are many things 
I am coming to learn about 
baseball from the scouting 
and business standpoint. 
Things like the new rules 
the in the draft is a big thing 
to get filled in on. There’s a 
lot less money in this draft 
and a huge factor in a team 
drafting a player, especial-
ly out of high school, is that 
particular player’s “signa-
bility.” What are the team’s 
chances of getting the play-
er to sign for the amount of 
money they plan on offer-
ing him? This can result in 
many more players going to 
play collegiate ball and less 

players signing pro con-
tracts out of high school. 
Only time can tell.

Another good point I 
felt I had to make is about 
how teams view you. Some 
scouts look for obvious 
things like size, power, 
etc. So it’s not hard for a 
small guy like myself to be 
a nobody to these kinds of 
scouts. Therefore, teams 
will have their own opin-
ion on each player they see. 
Some will like you, some 
will dislike you, some will 
love you. This leads to my 
biggest point about the 
draft:

You don’t need thirty 
teams to like you in order 
to get drafted, you only 
need one!

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

Coach returns; Spellman squeaks by Xavier
From page 31

took second and third on 
a wild pitch and scored on 
another wild pitch on a full 
count to Will Hodges.

“I just thought, I have 
to get home,” Luongo said. 
“I saw it coming out of 
his hand. I just motored it 
home.”

It was a heartbreaking 
end for Xavier (8-9), which 
has been at least in the final 
eight, championship round 
in each of DiLeo’s three pre-
vious years.

“It’s depressing,” 
Knights coach Rich Duf-
fell said. “Very frustrating. 
We played good against the 
good teams and played down 
to the bad teams.”

Added DiLeo: “It’s new. 
We had good runs, this year 
it just didn’t work out.”

The run continues for 

Spellman into at least Memo-
rial Day Weekend. Brescia 
Sr. came in after the game 
and gathered the players to-
gether for a pep talk heading 

into the best-of-three series. 
It wasn’t the same as hav-
ing him in the dugout, but 
the Pilots made sure he’d 
be back in his rightful place 

come Saturday.
“It just made us play a 

little harder,” Luongo said. 
“We couldn’t make this the 
last game of the season.”

Spellman’s Dom Luongo celebrates his run with teammates.

Photo by Denis Gostev
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fied of the name change 
about four weeks ago by let-
ter. 

“I don’t think custom-
ers will be confused by the 
name change,” Doran said. 
“So far the reception has 

From page 6

smile on the beaming face of 
Peggy Braverman, my “Yid-
dishe Mama,” rivaled that 
of my own mother.  Count-
less are the occasions when 

From page 24

Remembering Madame Deputy
I think of her and when 
something that she said or 
did come to my mind.  No 
doubt, it is because Peggy 
Braverman, the orphan 
who lost her home, made a 

home in my heart.  I am ex-
ceedingly blessed that she 
will be a lifelong resident 
there.

Until next week, that is 
it for this week!  

Banco Popular changes its name
been very positive. When we 
did the name changes in Il-
linois and California, there 
really was a minimum of 
confusion because we really 
prepared our customers and 
gave them all the informa-
tion about what was going to 
take place.”

Roberto Rivera, a cus-
tomer at the Castle Hill 
branch, said he would like 
to see the name stay the 
same.

“There is no reason to 
change the name,” Rivera 
said. “I would like it to stay 
Banco Popular.”

Punjab, India. 
But then he answered his calling 

to be an artist by attending Punjab Uni-
versity to earn a master’s degree in fine 
arts.  

“I’m a born artist,” Sandhu said he 
realized.    

He later held four art exhibitions in 
India before settling in America.  

His works on Baba Farid Ji, Pun-
jabi’s first saint, now hang on a wall in 
northern India.  

With his Bloomberg mosaic complet-
ed, Sandhu is focusing on creating mosa-
ics on India’s Golden Temple, Mother Te-
resa and President Obama.  

Sandhu reached out to Bloomberg’s 
office.

“They ask me to email them a pic-
ture,” said Sandhu.  “I’m hoping to get an 
answer.” 

He is now looking to set up an exhibi-
tion “anywhere in the Bronx”.  

Reach reporter David Cruz at 718-
742-3383 or email him at dcruz@cnglocal.
com.  

Mayor’s mosaic a glass act

Allerton business Harjeet Sandhu holds a portrait 
he made of Hizzoner.  

Photo by David Cruz

From page 1

CB 10 approves Metro-North stop
From page 1

ceased operations in 1968, 
Kearns said. Since the track 
is already in place, The es-
timated $300 million cost is 
relatively minimal, and was 
called by MTA spokeswom-
an Marjorie Anders “one 
of the biggest bangs for the 
bucks project in the tri-state 
area.” 

The MTA has long 
known that developing Met-
ro North stations in the east 
Bronx would be helpful not 

only for the east Bronx but 
the entire region, said An-
ders. 

“Metro North is grate-
ful for the support of CB 10 
and all of the local elected 
officials in the Bronx,” she 
said. “For the people of the 
Bronx, it opens up job mar-
kets in White Plains and 
Stamford.”   

The MTA is showing a 
receptiveness to servicing 
east Bronx communities 
that previously that had 
not been there before, said 

Councilman Jimmy Vacca.   
“The proposal for four 

new station is a ‘win-win’ 
for the MTA and the Bronx, 
and would be not only good 
not only for people com-
muting to and from Man-
hattan, but also for many 
people who work north of 
the Bronx in White Plains 
and Stamford,” Vacca said. 
“The MTA was wrong to 
bypass our borough for all 
of these years, but now we 
have hope.” 

Assemblyman Crespo calls for 
annual state road safety report

The New York State As-
sembly Transportation Com-
mittee approved bill A.10125 
introduced by Assembly-
man Marcos A. Crespo.

This legislation re-
quires the State Department 
of Transportation and the 
State Thruway Authority 
to submit an annual report 
to the Governor and Legis-
lature regarding the safety 
of NY State’s roadways in 
hopes of preventing another 
tragedy like the tragic ac-
cident that cost the lives of 
seven members of the Gon-
zalez’s family on Sunday 

April 29, 2012. 
“A few weeks ago on the 

Bronx River Parkway, seven 
members of a Bronx family 
were tragically killed when 
their vehicle flipped over 
the Parkway barrier and 
landed sixty feet below on 
the grounds of the Bronx 
Zoo. Unfortunately, this is 
not the first accident of this 
kind on the Bronx River 
Parkway, and won’t be the 
last if we do not ensure the 
proper study and determi-
nation of appropriate safety 
improvement along many 
dangerous intersections of 

our transportation infra-
structure.” stated Crespo. 

“I am thankful to Speak-
er Sheldon Silver, co-sponsor 
Assemblyman David Gantt, 
chairman of the Assembly 
Transportation Committee, 
and to Senator Ruben Diaz, 
sponsor of the bill in the 
Senate, for making this bill 
a priority and moving it out 
of committee and to the floor 
for a vote. I look forward to 
the prompt passage of this 
bill on both houses so we can 
further protect New Yorkers 
on our state roadways.” said 
Crespo.

KHCC celebrates twenty-one years 
of college preparation for Bronx teens

On Friday, May 25, 
Kingsbridge Heights Com-
munity Center celebrated 
the College Directions Pro-
gram’s 21st anniversary at  
its “A Night of Recognition.” 
The  event acknowledges the 
accomplishments of the local 
high school seniors “graduat-
ing” from the program this 
year as they have reached 
their goal of being accepted 
to college.  

The College Directions 
Program provides college 
counseling through work-
shops and individual coun-
seling to hundreds of middle 
and high school students in 
the Bronx. 

In 2011, fifteen students 
were awarded Con Edison 
scholarships, ranging from 

$500 to $1,000 based on their 
participation in CDP, a schol-
arship interview, financial 
need, and demonstrated po-
tential for success as a college 
student. Three scholarships 
are set aside for those with an 
interest in science, technol-
ogy, engineering, or math. 

Scholarships were 
awarded to the following 
Bronx students:

Joshua Acosta, STEM 
Scholarship-Engineering, 
High School for Math, Sci-
ence, and Engineering @ 
CCNY; Nimatoulaye Barry, 
STEM Scholarship-Biology, 
Kingsbridge Internation-
al High School; Kaydeon 
Brown, STEM Scholarship-
Biology, Women’s Academy 
of Excellence; Samantha 

Perez, Mother Cabrini High 
School; Anthony Caldwell, 
Urban Assembly for Careers 
in Sports; Ashley Scott, 
Academy of Mount St. Ur-
sula; Kiki Olafimiham, In-
ternational Leadership High 
School; Kassandra Martinez, 
Aquinas High School; Cuba 
Tejada, Mother Cabrini High 
School; Tyler Hutchins, St. 
Catharine’s Academy; Kim-
berly Villegas, Mott Haven 
Village Preparatory High 
School; Angel Torres, River-
dale Kingsbridge Academy; 
Erick Ortiz, International 
Leadership High School; Sha-
na Burns, Women’s Academy 
of Excellence; and Majanna 
Fisiru, Dewitt Clinton High 
School.

Family events scheduled at CH Library
The Castle Hill Library, 

947 Castle Hill Avenue, 
will present the following 
events:

Mondays at 10 a.m., 
June through August: Bi-
lingual Birdies: A foreign 
language and live music 
program for children ages 
newborn to five years old 
with parent/caregiver. The 
bilingual musicians teach 
through live music, move-
ment, puppetry and games. 
Each session ends with a 
lively bubble dance party. 
Children learn basic vo-

cabulary and short phrases 
while playing with instru-
ments and fun props.

Saturday, July 28, 2 
p.m.: How to Save Money 
on Your Energy Bill: There 
are many things around the 
house that use energy. This 
workshop teaches ways to 
save money on monthly en-
ergy bills.

Saturday, August 25, 2 
p.m.: How to Save at Least 
50% Every Time You Gro-
cery Shop: The purpose of 
this workshiop is to intro-
duce shoppers on how to 

prepare a shopping list in 
advance and guide shoppers 
through the supermarket 
showing them how to shop 
smart, stay alert and aware 
of special saving opportuni-
ties, and to utilize coupons 
and sales to the very best of 
their ability. Susan Samtur 
is nationally recognized as 
the Coupon Queen and has 
been helping consumers 
save money at the checkout 
for over 30 years. 

All library events are 
free. Call (718) 824-3838 for 
further information.
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Latina teens have highest incidence of depression, suicide
BY EDGARDO QUINONES

DIRECTOR, DAVID CASSELLA 
CHILDREN’S SERVICES,

 F-T CMHC
Parents, family mem-

bers, teachers and health 
care providers should be 
aware of the troubling and 
well-documented finding 
that Latina adolescents 
have the highest incidence 
of depression and the high-

est rate of suicide attempts 
when compared to other 
non-Latino groups in the 
United States. Although 
it is not fully understood 
just why this is happening, 
experts believe some of the 
possible reasons may be:
• immigration status
• discrimination
• language barriers
• family separation and re-

unification
• separation from loved 
ones left behind/changes 
in caretakers
• differences in adapting to 
the US culture
• poor communication with 
parents or strained  rela-
tionships with parents
• poverty
• lack of medical insur-
ance

It is important to rec-
ognize the signs of depres-
sion among Latina adoles-
cents:

• persistent sadness and 
suicidal thoughts – at 
times this may actually 
look more like aggressive 
behavior
• feeling hopeless or  help-
less
• having difficulty sleep-
ing or sleeping a lot more 
than usual
• poor appetite or increased 
appetite
• poorer academic perfor-
mance than usual
• lack of interest in activi-
ties she used to enjoy

• having more trouble get-
ting along with others
• poor self esteem

Adolescents can often 
be ‘moody’ and this may 
be normal.  However, it is 
important for Latina teens 
to know that they are not 
alone if they have a prob-
lem and that there is help 
available for them and 
their families if they need 
it.  A consultation with a 
culturally competent men-
tal health professional 
would be advised. 

F o r d h a m -T r e m o n t 
Community Mental Health 
Center – Division for Chil-
dren, Youth and Family 
Services, - has a staff com-
prised of culturally sensi-
tive Social Workers and 
Psychiatrists that could 
help you and your child 
through difficult times.  

Ask your Primary 
Care Physician (PCP) for 
a referral or simply con-
tact us at (718) 960-0389 or 
(718) 960-0258 to make an 
appointment.             Fordham Road BID to 

host 7th annual meeting

Temple to hold breakfast
There are only four 

days left to reserve your 
seat for the Temple Hatikva 
Dinner-Dance to be held 
on Saturday, June 9, at 7:30 
p.m.  The event, which will 
be held at the synagogue, 
will be honoring its presi-
dent, Dr. Stephen Schwartz, 
as well as its first lady, Jan 
Schwartz.

They’ll be serving a 
full Kosher dinner, from 
salad through dessert.  And, 
the incomparable music of 
Lenny Cherry will enter-
tain  guests all evening.  It 
promises to be a terrific eve-

ning of dining, dancing and 
camaraderie. 

Don’t get shut out!  The 
cost is only $25 per person.  
Reservations and payments 
must be made no later than 
June 4.  Reservations may 
be made via check or money 
order payable to Temple Ha-
tikva and sent to:  Temple 
Hatikva, 1526 Williams-
bridge Road, Bronx, NY  
10461.

 Temple Hatikva is lo-
cated at 2440 Esplanade and 
can be reached at (718) 792-
1109 or via e-mail at Temple-
Hatikva@aol.com. 

Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)
718-377-6453 • www.morrisparkdental.com

EASY PAYMENT • Insurance accepted toward payment (No Medicaid)
• Claims analyst on premises to assist w/Insurance forms

Most procedures can be performed 
while you relax in a soothing 

twilight sleep

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For exisisting non-
insurance patients

FOR
JUST

WE ACCEPT NO-FAULT & WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIMS
BE SURE TO READ HIS COLUMN “THE DENTAL DIARY” IN THIS PAPER

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 05/31/12- MUST HAVE COUPON EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ADVANCED WHITENING
ZOOM!
$399

Which includes Take-Home Trays
EXPIRES 05/31/12 - MUST HAVE COUPON

The Fordham Road 
Business Improvement 
District (BID) will host its 
Seventh Annual Meeting of 
the Membership on Thurs-
day, May 31, at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Bronx Library Center. 
The BID will review its ac-
complishments over the last 
year and report on its finan-
cial status. Future plans 
and programs will also be 
discussed and elections to 
the BID’s Board of Directors 
will take place.

The featured guest 
speaker for this event is 
Robert W. Walsh, cCommis-
sioner of the New York City 
Department of Small Busi-
ness Services. All Fordham 
Road BID business and prop-
erty owners as well as local 
community organizations 
and residents are strongly 
encouraged to attend.

The Fordham Road 
BID is a non-profit cor-
poration, under contract 
with the City of New York 

to provide supplementary 
services to the community. 
The BID focuses on sanita-
tion, beautification, promo-
tion and overall advocacy 
of the Fordham Road area 
– striving to make the dis-
trict a more attractive and 
dynamic locale in which to 
shop, work and visit. The 
BID boundaries extend 
from Third to Jerome Av-
enues along East Fordham 
Road and also includes the 
commercial areas on select 
side streets.  The district is 
comprised of approximately 
80 buildings and almost 300 
businesses ranging from 
nationwide chains to locally 
owned independent shops.

Refreshments will be 
served after the meeting.

For more information 
about this event or any of 
our other programs and ser-
vices, contact the BID office 
at (718) 562-2104 or visit the 
BID website at www.ford-
hamroadbid.org.
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*Prices incl. all costs to be paid by the customer except for licensing, reg & taxes. All prices include all rebates. Total Payments / Purchase Opt: Equinox=(A)$3096, (B)$3936, (C)$4776/$14,613; Cruze=(A)$2376, (B)$3336, 
(C)$4296/$11,154; Traverse=(A)$2616, (B)$3576, (C)$4536/$19,978. Leases are based on 10K mi/yr lease@25¢ thereafter. Leases are closed ended w/purchase opt. incl. Lessee resp for maint & excess wear/tear. §Must 
qualify for the following rebates: Cruze and Equinox-$1000 GM Conquest rebate. Traverse-$2000 GM Conquest rebate. See dealer for complete details & qualifications. OnStar with turn-by-turn Navi: based on a no charge 
6 mos. subscription from GM. †Subj. to primary lender approval. See dealer for comp. details. Not resp for typos/equip errors & vehicles sold prior to pub. date. Pics for illus. purp only. Offers exp. 06/02/12. DMV#2600376.

i i l ll t t b id b th t t f li i & t All i i l d ll b t

914.965.2400
561 Central Park Ave.Yonkers, NY 10704
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL Mon-Thur: 9-8, Fri: 9-6,  

Sat: 9-5, Sun: Closed. 

PICK YOUR PAYMENT
Come and pick the best payment option for you!

PLANA PLANB PLANC PURCHASE 
OPTION

NEW 
2012 

Chevy 
Traverse LS

AWD, Stk#98535, 5 doors, power steer/ABS/
wind/locks/mirr, cloth interior, A/C, AM/FM 
Stereo/CD/XMRadio, OnStar with turn-by-turn 
Navigation, cruise, tilt wheel, 8 pass, MSRP 
$32,675. Includes rebate§.

$109*
24 Mos Lease.†

Per Month

$149*
24 Mos Lease.†

Per Month

$189*
24 Mos Lease.†

Per Month

$21,779*
YOU OWN IT FOR

NEW 
2012 

Chevy 
Cruze LS

Stk# 12162, 4dr, 4cyl, automatic, power 
steer/ABS/windows/locks/mirrors/A/C, AM/FM 
Stereo/CD/XM Radio, OnStar with turn-by-turn 
Navigation, cruise control, tilt, floor mats,
MSRP $18,630. Includes rebate§.

$99*
24 Mos Lease.†

Per Month

$139*
24 Mos Lease.†

Per Month

$179*
24 Mos Lease.†

Per Month

$13,654*
YOU OWN IT FOR

NEW 
2012 

Chevy 
Equinox LS

FWD, Stk#12362, 5dr, 4cyl, auto, power steer/
ABS/wind/locks/mirr/drv. seat, A/C, AM/FM 
Stereo/CD/XMRadio, OnStar with turn-by-turn 
Navigation, Bluetooth, cruise, tilt wheel, MSRP 
$26,385. Includes rebate§.

$129*
24 Mos Lease.†

Per Month

$169*
24 Mos Lease.†

Per Month

$199*
24 Mos Lease.† 

Per Month

$17,113*
YOU OWN IT FOR

You Pick Your 
Payment Event

Plan A requires $2012 Down, Plan B requires $999 Down and Plan C requires $0 Down.


