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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 
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Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.
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BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
The multi-million dollar plot 

thickens. 
In December 2011, some 30 

Bronxites who believe they were 
defrauded of their pensions, in-
heritances and life savings by 
Robert Henry Van Zandt of the 
Van Zandt Agency started to try 
to get some of their money back. 

But, the number of complain-
ants continues to grow every 
week, according to Jenice Mal-
ecki, a lawyer for Malecki Law 
who is handling the case for the 
complainants. 

In April 2011, New York State 
Attorney General’s office also 
launched an investigation into 
Robert Henry Van Zandt, his late 

son Robert John Van Zandt, their 
tax prep business the Van Zandt 
Agency, as well as other family 
members and associates, for alleg-
edly running a Ponzi scheme.  

As that investigation con-
tinues the Attorney General has 
since implied that the case is 
reportedly a $20- to $30-million 
scheme, according to Malecki.

“We feel we currently have 
about one third of the people af-
fected by this,” Malecki said. “The 
case has nearly doubled in size 
and we still get several calls with 
new victims every week. We’ve 
uncovered a lot of details already, 
and the more work we do the more 
we find out.”

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
On a bright shamrock of a 

day for the Irish and Bronxites, 
the annual Throggs Neck St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade offered another 
full-throated, brogue-accented 
hurrah, its 14th.

An Irish Sea of people wear-
ing green lined E. Tremont Av-
enue between Lafayette and Hard-
ing avenues on Sunday, March 11, 

Daniela Spinola of Country Club dusts off her Irish spirit for the day at the 14th 
Annual Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s Day Parade. See more photos on pages 28 and 
29.

Photo by Laura Stone
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CALL TODAY TO START FEELING BETTER!
718.518.8040

Universal Physical Therapy, P.C.

MAKE PHYSICAL THERAPY YOUR
FIRST CHOICE FOR RELIEF
FROM MUSCLE AND JOINT PAIN

WE ACCEPT

WE OFFER TREATMENTS FOR
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BronxNet alumni vie 
for NBC’s anchor spot

BY BILL FALLON
Call it the Walter 

Cronkite factor: that dicey 
combination of grin and grit 
that makes people tune into 
their favorite TV anchor ev-
ery day. 

BronxNet, the commu-
nity cable station that op-
erates 24/7 -- the first such 
station to occupy six chan-
nels -- traffics in just that 
savvy as evidenced by the 
high-profile careers of two 
alumnae: Shiba Russel and 
Darlene Rodriguez.

Russel and Rodriguez 
both work for WNBC news 
in New York and both are 
reported to be vying for one 
of the most prestigious jobs 
in TV journalism as co-
anchor of the station’s main 
nightly news program with 
Chuck Scarborough. The 
seat has been filled by Sue 
Simmons, a 32-years WNBC 
veteran, who is leaving the 
broadcast. 

The station remained 
mum on the choice of a re-
placement. “We’re working 
on identifying Sue’s succes-
sor and will announce it at 
the appropriate time,” said 
Dawn Rowan, WNBC’s di-
rector of comunications.

Russel studied at 
BronxNet in 1997. The sta-
tion’s executive director, 
Michael Max Knobbe, said, 
“She was very focused and 
efficient and professional. 
She was an excellent news 
gatherer and journalist.” 
She grew up in New Jersey.

Rodriguez, a Bronx na-
tive, joined BronxNet at its 
inception in 1992. “She was 
among the first Bronxites 
to present Bronxites with 
their first local news as a 
reporter,” he said. “She had 
tremendous ability. She re-
ally demonstrated what the 
people of the Bronx could 
do. She’s a community exem-
plar.” Her toughness shone 
through when an angry dog 
would not deny her the shot 
she needed.

Russel now co-anchors 
WNBC’s 5 p.m. news show.

Rodriguez co-anchors 
the early-morning news 
show, called “Today in New 
York.”

There have been other 
successes at BronxNet, 
Knobbe said alumni have 
landed jobs at other top-
tier stations including BET, 
CNN, MTV and CBS. “We 
have alumni on-air -- such 
as Shiba and Darlene -- and 
we also have editors, pro-
ducers and management,” 
he said.

BronxNet occupies 
about 10,000 square feet of 
the sub-basement of Car-
man Hall on the Lehman 
College campus. Knobbe 
said BronxNet is working 
now to partner with Mercy 
College on a satellite facility 
in the east Bronx. A second 
south Bronx satellite also 
is planned. The Lehman fa-
cility will be upgraded this 
year,according to Knobbe. 

The annual budget is 
$2.4 million. There is a staff 
of 24. Since its founding -- on 
the air since 1993 -- the sta-
tion has trained “thousands 
of Bronxites” in modern 
media production as on-air 
reporters, producers, vid-
eographers and editors.

Knobbe said 3,500 
Bronx college, high school 
and intermediary students 

are currently enrolled in 
study with BronxNet. The 
public, too is welcome to 
train, with quarterly class-
es of 48 hours of class time 
costing $90. 

Knobbe boils down the 
polylingual BronxNet mis-
sion, which runs the gamut 
from news to government 
access to youth programs 
to shows in Albanian -- to 
“community development 
through media.”

The school’s highest ac-
colade perhaps came from 
WNBC’s Rowan. Without 
tipping her hand on Sim-
mons’ replacement, she ac-
knowledged the size of the 
shoes to be filled. “We have 
tremendous respect and ad-
miration for Sue Simmons,” 
she said “For decades, Sue 
has been a critical part of 
New York’s longest-tenured 
anchor team in the city and 
has more than earned her 
iconic status.”

BronxNet began as 
part of the agreement that 
brought CableVision to New 
York City. Besides Cablevi-
sion, BronxNet also appears 
on Fios.

Bronxite Dalia Gonzalez trains with the BronxNet equipment.

 Photo courtesy of BronxNet
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®

SUNIL ROSE WATERS

The Bronx Times Re-
porter will publish your 
announcements. Send an-
nouncements along with 
photos, to: Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd St., 
Bronx, NY 10454, or email 
Bronxtimes@aol.com. 

Birth
Frank Waters and Sha-

niqua Bowden gave birth to 
a beautiful baby girl, Sunil 
Rose Waters, on Sunday, 
February 26, 2012 at 10:12 

a.m. at Jacobi Hospital.
Birthday

Happy birthday to the 
one and only Italian Prin-
cess, Lisa Ann Iopolo. Li-
sa’s combination of wisdom, 
charm, and second-to-none 
humor make her beauty even 
more intensifying to the hu-
man eye. Lisa Ann Iopolo, I 
will always love you. Happy 
birthday, Snuggles. P.S. 
I’m the boss! God bless you! 
From Bobby Tribuzio, Jr.

VILLA MARIA WINS CYO GIDGET CHAMPIONSHIP
Villa Maria Academy’s 3rd and 4th grade girls Junior Varsity Basketball team won the CYO Gidget 
Division Championship with a 13-12 win over St. Barnabas elementary school.   The championship 
game, held at Villa Maria Academy’s Visitation Center, was played on Sunday, February 26.

(Pictured, l-r) Coaches Patrick Rocco, Steve DiTomasso and the Villa Maria Academy 
champions.
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Bronx House is a beneficiary agency of:                 

990 PELHAM PARKWAY S., BRONX, NY 10461                   
Visit our website at www.bronxhouse.org or call 718-792-1800                                              

REGISTER TODAY FOR OUR SPRING 
2012 CLASSES.  

NEW MEMBERS            RECEIVE SPECIAL     
DISCOUNTS!  

COME HEAR             
  

ALL ABOUT             
            

OUR PROGRAMS. 

TAKE A TOUR OF  

“OUR HOUSE”. 

               OUR PROGRAMS INCLUDE:  
                Fitness & Wellness Center                                   
Summer Day Camps                Aquatic Center                                          
Youth Sports                              Universal Pre-K                             
After School                               Music & Dance                     
Tweens & Teens                         Parent Toddler                  
Senior Programs                       And more!                 

Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

DOE provides few answers on J.H.S. 144 co-location
BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
A town hall meeting to 

discuss the “co-location” of 
J.H.S. 144 has left parents, 
teachers and members of 
the community with few an-
swers to their questions. 

The meeting held on 
Monday, March 5 at the 
school, yielded a turnout of 
some 120 people and allowed 
the public to comment on a 
proposal by the DOE to co-
locate a new school, 11X566, 

in the same building at 
J.H.S 144. 

The DOE plans to re-
duce enrollment at the 
school as an academic inter-
vention strategy to help it 
enhance its student perfor-
mance. DOE records indi-
cate the school has received 
poor progress reports in re-
cent years. 

The plan to reduce en-
rollment, over a three-year 
period, would permit a new 

school to be co-located in the 
building, but has left teach-
ers and community mem-
bers wondering why the 
DOE would rather reduce 
enrollment and bring in 
another school rather than 
look for ways to improve the 
school as it now stands. 

“Parent’s, teachers, 
community members, as 
well as myself all asked 
questions but received no 
response from the DOE,” 

said Karlene Turner, sixth 
grade science teacher at 
J.H.S. 144. “We all wanted 
to know if the school is co-
located, how will this help 
our school to improve? Will 
the new school get all of the 
new resources while we get 
nothing?”

Turner said the teach-
ers and parents who were 
present at the meeting were 
mostly concerned for the 
students of J.H.S. 144.

“It’s really about the 
children,” Turner said. 
“When they put two schools 
in there, space will have to 
be shared. It will also limit 
the amount of space. Class-
rooms that were used for 
students to learn in will 
have to be used for new ad-
ministration offices.”

Turner said she was 
also concerned that class 
size would increase with a 
co-location.

According to Turner, 
DOE gave no response to 
questions asked, nor did 
they make any comments.  

“Members of the com-
munity came out and said 

there is no need for a new 
school,” she said. “They 
suggested that the DOE 
help the school to grow bet-
ter and give it all of the re-
sources they need.”

Jeff Donn, a seventh 
grade science teacher at the 
school, said he thought that 
the people who spoke out at 
the meeting were passion-
ate and brought up great 
points.

“My concern was that 
there were no answers by 
the DOE to these points,” 
Donn said. “Parents, stu-
dents, teachers and people 
in the community had great 
questions and points, but 
answers were never ad-
dressed. I am hopeful the 
DOE comes to their senses 
and realizes that when they 
did this to other schools, 
that the ‘new’ schools, for 
the most part, are failing. 
An example in the Bronx 
would be J.H.S. 135 and 142. 
With one bad year on the 
quality review over the past 
several years, it is surpris-
ing and ridiculous that the 
DOE considers this a failing 

school.”
Arthur Weiner, a 

school social worker at 
J.H.S. 144, said 100 percent 
of the people who showed 
up at the meeting were 
against the co-location of 
the school. 

“The specific ques-
tion I addressed was how 
the newly created school 
would compare with J.H.S. 
144 in terms of it’s identity, 
its purpose and its mis-
sion,” Weiner said. “Most 
specifically, I was question-
ing whether the new school 
would offer the full comple-
ment of special education 
programs that J.H.S. 144 
offers. What we are hop-
ing is this testimony will 
be presented to the Parent 
Education Panel and they 
will vote based on this tes-
timony.”

The panel for Educa-
tion Policy will consider 
and vote on the proposal 
on Wednesday, March 21 at 
6 p.m. at the High School of 
Fashion Industries, located 
at 225 W. 24th Street in Man-
hattan. 



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 M
a

r
. 1

5
-

2
1

, 2
0

1
2

   
  6

focus on your look

we accept thousands of vision care plans. call today for your annual eye exam or bring in your Rx. *Complete pair 
purchase required. Offer includes any frame up to $130, single vision, ST28 lined bifocals or standard Instinctive 
no-line bifocals with scratch-resistant plastic lenses excluding Rayban and SunSpot collections. Additional charge 
may be applied for strong Rx. Specialty lenses and lens options are additional. See optician for details. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Void where prohibited by law. Eye 
exams performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry.  Offer valid 3/1/12-3/31/12. **Valid prescription 
required. Contact lenses not available in RI or AR. See optician for details. Offer valid 3/1/12-3/31/12. MKT CODE: NP

FREE no-line bifocals

$97 march complete pair of eyeglasses*

single vision, clear scratch-resistant lenses and any frame up to $130

$17 march 
box of acuvue® 2™ contacts**

$22 march 
box of O2Optix® contacts**

more brands at great prices

Thinking of a new look for spring? jcp 
has frames to flatter any face. Come see 
us for full-service eye exams, glasses and 
contacts... everything you need to look 
spectacular!

call 1-877-jcpeyes or visit jcpenneyoptical.com

Bay Plaza Shopping Center (718) 862-9419

KINGS HARBOR MULTICARE CENTER
Proudly announces the

GRAND OPENING
of our new

ORTHOPEDIC UNIT

THE TENENBAUM REHABILITATION CENTER

All orthopedic pre-op and post-operative rehabilitation

Proudly announcing the grand opening of its State of the Art designated Orthopedic Unit.  
The Tenenbaum Rehabilitation Center at Kings Harbor will serve orthopedic patients with a 
focus on high frequency of treatment to speed recuperation and to ensure a smooth transition 
between hospital and home.  Experienced rehabilitation staff in the area of orthopedics will 
focus treatments on returning patients to a full and active lifestyle in the shortest time.

 
To arrange for a Tour of the New TRC at Kings Harbor 

please contact Alice Massa, Director of Rehabilitation at 718-405-3600 TODAY!

KINGS HARBOR MULTICARE CENTER
2000 East Gun Hill Road, Bronx, NY 10469

Former Warriors organize 
reunion to honor Demers
BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Former Warrior Foot-

ball Club member Jeff Or-
tiz said for the “boys” from 
P.S. 106, football was a fond 
memory largely created by 
beloved Warrior’s Football 
Club coach Jerry Demers. 
Demers, who worked his 
way up through the Parks 
and Recreation Department, 
according to Ortiz, has been 
the coach and coordinator 
for the Warriors Football 
Club for the past 50 years.

Ortiz, who played for 
Demers from 1966 through 
1970 said he and two of his 
former teammates, Joe Re-
gina and Mike Pisanello, de-
cided to organize a reunion 
to honor and thank Demers 
for his dedication and ser-
vice to the youth of the com-
munity.

“On April 21, there will 
be a P.S. 106 and Warriors 45-
year reunion honoring Jer-
ry Demers at Westchester 
Manor,” Ortiz said. “This 
event started when Mike 
and I came up with the idea 
of contacting all of our old 
friends and teammates to 
honor Jay for giving us the 
greatest childhood a kid 

could ever dream of having. 
Our fellow Warrior, Joe, im-
mediately joined us in this 
effort.”

Ortiz said Demers not 
only coordinated football 
for the boys at P.S. 106, but 
also hockey, basketball, 
punch ball, soccer, whiffle 
ball, and even trivia games 
when it rained. 

“He organized all types 
of sports back then,” he said. 
“ We had a softball team and 
hockey leagues; he always 
had us playing sports all of 
the time, keeping us out of 
trouble.”

One of Ortiz’s favorite 
memories of playing for De-
mers, he said, was winning 
the 1966 City Championship 
for touch tackle as a War-
rior.

“We had a touch tackle 
team when I was about 15 
years old and Jerry was 
the coach,” Ortiz said. “He 
would take us to his house 
and show us films. It was 
almost like going to school, 
the way we studied [foot-
ball] plays. That team went 
onto win the city champion-
ship, un-scored upon. We 
even beat Staten Island and 

Central Park.”
Ortiz said there will 

be people from all over 
the country attending the 
event. 

“Around 1971, was 
when people started to lose 
touch, with going away to 
college and moving to other 
states,” he said. “And re-
cently, a group of us decided 
to try to get in contact with 
everyone to bring everyone 
back together for a reunion. 
We have people coming from 
all over the country, so that 
will be a little surprise for 
Jerry.”

Ortiz said in honoring 
Jay, the former players will 
be showing their love and 
affection to the man who in-
fluenced all of their lives.

“In this joyous task 
of contacting all my old 
friends there is one com-
mon thing that I have dis-
covered,” Ortiz said. “And 
that is, that most of us have 
been involved in coaching 
our kid’s as well as other 
kid’s in sports. I believe that 
is what Jay taught each and 
every one of us, the gift of 
giving back and caring for 
our youth.”

Jerry Demers, pictured outside of the parkhouse, in the P.S. 106 schoolyard, in 1967.

Photo courtesy of The Department of Parks and Recreation
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If you want to have
THE PRESTIGE OF SMOKING A GOOD CIGAR

In a distingwished place
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40th PCT.
FRI, FEB. 17th, 12:00 p.m. 

– 800 St. Ann’s Ave. Addition po-
lice officers were needed after a 
black woman decided to hold po-
lice at bay. The emotional woman 
suffers from suicidal inclinations 
locked her children into the apart-
ment with herself officials report-
ed. Police officers from the highly 
trained Emergency Service Squad 
were called to the scene to handle 
the situation along with members 
of the Hostage Negations Team. 
After the standoff, the woman was 
taken into custody and the children 
were unharmed.    

SAT, FEB. 18th, 8:15 p.m. 
– Cypress Ave. and East 141 St. 
Police officers were faced with 
a double shooting. A 21 year old 
Hispanic male was arrested af-
ter being shot twice in the back. 
The second victim, a 15 year old 
black male, was suffering from a 
bullet wound to the lower back. 
Both victims were provided with 
medical care at Lincoln Medical 
Center. Now local investigators are 
attempting to gather information 
about the incident. 

SAT, FEB. 25th, 10:45 a.m. 
– 585 Wales Ave. An investigation 
was launched after a body was dis-
covered. Officials believe that the 
body was that of a 24 year old man 
who might have died of an over-
dose. Detectives are waiting for the 
Medical Examiner’s autopsy hop-
ing that it will provide information 
concerning the cause of the death. 

41st PCT.
FRI, FEB. 17th, 10:10 a.m. 

– 1046 Southern Blvd. Authorities 
are looking for a Hispanic male. The 
unknown culprit passed a note to a 
teller. The male culprit fled empty 
handed from the local branch of 
the Banco Popular. 

SAT, FEB. 18th, 4:00 a.m. 
– 928 Intervale Ave. Police inves-
tigators are looking for the person 
who took the life of a 23 year old 
black male. The young man died 
after being shot in the chest and 
head areas. The man expired at 
Lincoln Medical Center in lest then 
an hour after being shot. 

WED, FEB. 22nd, 12:20 
p.m. – East 156 St. and Kelly St. 
Three police officers were treated 
at St. Barnabas Hospital after being 
involved in a vehicle accident. The 
injuries were deemed to be minor 
officials reported. 

42nd PCT.
FRI, FEB. 17th, 4:40 p.m. 

– East 165 St. and Union Ave. A 
search was conducted for a fe-
male babysitter who injured an in-
fant. The female culprit is wanted 
for jabbing a pen into the head of 
a four month old baby girl. The in-
fant was taken to Lincoln Medical 
Center. The incident apparently 
occurred during a verbal dispute 
between the baby-sitter and the 
baby’s mother. Detectives are han-
dling the ongoing inquiry. 

MON, FEB. 20th, 2:40 a.m. 
-1348 Webster Ave. A 20 year old 
black male was arrested by under- 
cover police officers. The young 

man was found in possession of 
a 38-caliber revolver. The gun was 
removed from the young culprit 
and vouched as evidence.   

43rd PCT.
SUN, FEB. 19th, 5:25 a.m. 

– 1850 Lafayette Ave. Police offi-
cials are looking into the death of a 
male. The unnamed person appar-
ently took his own life. The Medi-
cal Examiner’s report will indicate 
if there was any other criminality 
connected to the death.   

TUES, FEB. 21st, 11:00 
a.m. – 1240 Morrison Ave. A 19 
year old black female was trans-
ported to Jacobi Medical Center 
suffering from six stab wounds. 
The teen had been stabbed in the 
legs, arms, and face apparently by 
a relative. Arrested was the victim’s 
cousin.  

TUES, FEB. 21st, 7:55 p.m. 
– 1741 Randall Ave. An eight year 
old male was transported to an 
area hospital after being shot. The 
child was struck in the right arm of-
ficials indicated. Local detectives 
are handling the inquiry. 

SAT, FEB. 25th, 9:20 p.m. 
– 1472 Beach Ave. Police officers 
were called after two bodies were 
discovered. Inside an apartment 
authorities found the bodies of two 
males, ages 46 and 85. The inci-
dent is under investigation. 

44th PCT.
SAT, FEB. 18th, 12:15 a.m. 

– 1155 Shakespeare Ave. Two 
more people were arrested as po-
lice took and vouched three 9-mm 
pistols. The arrest took place in the 
Highbridge section and the weap-
ons were vouched as evidence for 
the pending trail.

SAT, FEB. 18th, 3:10 a.m. 
– 779 Concourse Village East. 
A 24 year old black man went to 
Lincoln Medical Center seeking 
assistance. The ill feeling man died 
a short time later with no signs of 
trauma to the body. Investigators 
are waiting for the results of the 
Medical Examiner’s report to see if 
there was a criminality connected 
to the death.

SUN, FEB. 19th, 5:40 
a.m. – Edward L. Grant Hwy. and 
University Ave. Police were sum-
moned to Bronx Lebanon Hospital 
after a male arrived at the emer-
gency room seeking treatment for 
a bullet wound. The male victim 
had been shot in the jaw officials 
report. Local detective are going to 
handle the inquiry.

TUES, FEB. 21st, 7:30 p.m. 
– Grand Concourse and East 166 
St. A male appeared at Lincoln 
Medical Center seeking assistance 
for a bullet wound. The victim, an 
18 year old black male, was suf-
fering from a bullet wound to the 

right elbow. Police were called to 
the hospital to obtain information 
about the incident so that an in-
quiry could get underway.

TUES, FEB. 21st, 11:15 
p.m. – 306 East 171 St. An arrest 
was made by police investigators 
looking into a stabbing. A 19 year 
old black male was stabbed once 
in the chest and another time in the 
right hand. The injured teen was 
transported to a local hospital for 
medical care. 

FRI, FEB. 24th, 4:20 a.m. – 
Morris Ave. and East 164 St. The 
victim of a stabbing was taken to 
Lincoln Medical Center after be-
ing attacked. The male victim was 
listed in stable condition by offi-
cials. Local sleuths are handing the 
inquiry.

SAT, FEB. 25th, 12:55 a.m. 
– 1520 Sheridan Ave. A 64 year old 
black male was arrested in connect 
with an assault upon a 49 year old 
male. The younger black male was 
suffering from a stab wound to the 
back area when he arrived at Lin-
coln Medical Center. 

SAT, FEB. 25th, 5:00 a.m. 
– 1650 Grand Concourse. Police 
were called to Bronx Lebanon 
Hospital. Police officers arriving 
at the scene interviewed a 31 year 
old black male who reportedly had 
been stabbed in a bar on East 149 
St. The man was suffering from 
two stab wounds.

45th PCT.
MON, FEB. 20th, 5:30 a.m. 

– 1420 Balcom Ave. A 36 year old 
Hispanic male was arrested after 
he was found with a gun. Police 
took the weapon away from the 
male culprit after verifying that he 
failed to obtain the proper license 
for the weapon. 

SAT, FEB. 25th, 7:20 p.m. 
– 1950 Hutchinson River Pkwy. 
Authorities learned that a 56 year 
old man jumped to his death from 
a building. 

46th PCT.
 SAT, FEB. 18th, 3:55 a.m. 

– 1880 Valentine Ave. A 23 year 
old black male was transported 
to St. Barnabas Hospital in criti-
cal condition. The young man had 
been shot in both the chest and ab-
domen areas multiple times. Local 
detectives are handling the inquiry. 

SAT, FEB. 18th, 8:05 p.m. 
– 65 West 181 St. A 22 year old 
black male was arrested after be-
ing found with a 25-caliber pistol. 
The weapon was vouched as evi-
dence for the pending hearing. 

TUES, FEB. 21st, 9:45 
p.m. – 2125 Tiebout Ave. Police 
are looking into an incident where 
a 31 year old black male was shot. 
The victim with a bullet wound in 
the back, was transported to St. 

Barnabas Hospital. Police at the 
crime scene recovered evidence 
that could be helpful during the 
inquiry. 

THURS, FEB. 23rd, 11:05 
p.m. – 1535 University Ave. Two 
Hispanic teens were admitted to 
Lincoln Medical Center suffering 
from stab wounds. A 16 year old 
youth was stabbed in the back 
while a 15 year old boy was rushed 
in serious condition to the hospital 
with a wound to the abdomen.  

47th PCT.
SUN, FEB. 19th, 6:25 a.m. 

– 1255 East Gun Hill Rd. The owner 
of a gas station was robbed by an 
armed thief. An unknown amount 
of money was taken by the culprit 
who fled before police arrived at 
the crime scene. Additional police 
officers were sent into the area to 
help with a search.

MON, FEB. 20th, 12:35 
a.m. – 1154 East 229 Drive South. 
Police investigators are looking 
for the person who fired a bullet 
into an apartment. The bullet was 
fired through a window of an 11 
floor apartment. No injuries were 
reported.  

WED, FEB. 22nd, 9:20 
a.m. – Police investigators were 
called to a local hospital where a 
25 year old woman told authorities 
that she had been raped. Respond-
ing officers alerted members of the 
Special Victim’s Squad who will be 
conducting the inquiry. 

SAT, FEB. 25th, 9:00 a.m. 
– 3750 Olinville Ave. Police of-
ficers responding to a dispute be-
tween neighbors ended up arrest-
ing one of the participants.  The 
dispute was apparently over stray 
cats. The two male participants 
both received minor injuries in-
cluding scratches. One of the two 
men was arrested after authori-
ties learned that he stated that he 
was a police officer and showed a 
badge. Upon checking, the real po-
lice learned that the male was only 
a security guard. The culprit was 
charged with assault and criminal 
impersonation of a police officer.  

48th PCT.
FRI, FEB. 17th, 4:00 a.m. 

– East Fordham Rd. and Hughes 
Ave. Investigators are looking into 
a shooting that sent two victims 
to St. Barnabas Hospital.  A 28 
year old black male was suffering 
a bullet wound to the right arm. A 
23 year old black female had been 
shot in both the leg and arm. Local 
detectives are handling the inquiry. 

MON, FEB. 20th, 4:20 
a.m. – 731 East 182 St. A 34 year 
old man was arrested after police 
removed a semi-automatic pistol 
from the man. Upon checking au-
thorities learned that the man failed 

to obtain the proper license to have 
a semi-automatic pistol in NYC

49th PCT.
TUES, FEB. 21st, 12:00 

a.m. – 2181 Barnes Ave. An off 
duty government employee was 
arrested by local authorities. The 
person, employed by the city, was 
charged with menacing. 

50th PCT.
SUN, FEB. 19th, 3:40 a.m. 

– 125 West 228 St. A 21 year old 
Hispanic male was fighting for his 
life after being repeatedly stabbed. 
The injured man was taken to the 
near-by Allen Pavilion in upper 
Manhattan. Local detectives are 
handling the inquiry. 

TUES, FEB. 21st, 8:50 p.m. 
– 3220 Netherlands Ave. Police 
investigators are looking into the 
death of a 43 year old Hispanic 
male. Officials believe that the 
man might have taken his own life 
by overdosing on pills. Detectives 
are waiting for the Medical Exam-
iner’s autopsy to see if there is any 
other criminality connected to the 
incident. 

FRI, FEB. 24th, 1:30 p.m. 
– 5360 Broadway. Investigators 
are looking for the person who 
fired several shots in the Riverdale 
section. The bullets were fired at 
a parked vehicle, and no injuries 
were reported.

52nd PCT. 
SUN, FEB. 19th, 6:10 a.m. 

– Jerome Ave. and Van Cortland 
Ave East. Specially trained police 
officers from Highway 1’s Accident 
Investigation Squad were sum-
moned to the busy intersection 
after a vehicle crashed into an iron 
train pillar. The vehicle was carry-
ing three passengers authorities 
indicated. The vehicles driver was 
reported in critical condition and 
the other two passengers were list-
ed in serious condition. The medi-
cal staff at St. Barnabas Hospital 
treated all three victims. 

WED, FEB. 22nd, 4:30 
p.m. – 3536 Hull Ave. Additional 
police personnel were needed 
after a person refused to open a 
door for a home visit. Officers from 
the EMS were called to the scene. 
They were able to convince the 
person to open the door without 
any additional problems.

Transit
SAT, FEB. 18th, 12:01 a.m. 

– Westchester Ave. and East 177 
St. Emergency crews responded 
to the Parkchester train start along 
the IRT # 6 line. A 23 year old 
Hispanic male jumped onto the 
railroad tracks in front of a moving 
train. Power had to turn off in order 
to save the young man’s life and to 
provide a safe working area for first 
responders. The young man was 
transported to a nearby hospital 
suffering from a mangled right leg 
and a severed left leg. Police offi-
cers from Transit District # 12 as-
sisted at the scene. 

Housing

FRI, FEB. 17th, 4:10 p.m. 
– 1145 East 229 St. Police offi-
cers from Housing’s PSA # 8 and 
investigators from the 47th Pct. 
Detective Squad are looking for the 
culprit who assaulted an on duty 
Housing Authority employee. The 
unknown male culprit assaulted 
the government worker while dis-
playing a gun. 

FRI, FEB. 17th, 10:45 
p.m. – 321 East 153 St. Authori-
ties have launched an inquiry into 
the death of a 32 year old black 
male. The male had been shot in 
the abdomen. He was transported 
to Lincoln Medical Center where 
he expired a short time later. De-
tectives from the 40th Pct. Squad 
are working on the inquiry along 
with Housing Police Officers from 
PSA # 7. 

MON, FEB. 20th, 11:10 
p.m. – 2755 Sampson Ave. Armed 
with guns, three males forced their 
way into a home at the Throggs 
Neck Houses. Investigators were 
informed of the incident and are 
conducting an inquiry. 

TUES, FEB. 21st, 6:20 a.m. 
– 800 Sound View Ave. A 22 year 
old black male ended up behind 
bars. Police officers from Hous-
ing’s PSA # 8 arrested the young 
man after finding him in possession 
of a gun. Upon checking authorities 
learned that the male subject failed 
to have the proper license to own a 
gun within NYC. Taken away from 
the culprit was a 22-caliber hand-
gun. 

WED, FEB. 22nd, 3:55 
p.m. – Hutchinson River Pkwy 
Service Road and Lafayette Ave. 
Two police officers from Housing’s 
PSA # 8 were injured in a multi-
vehicle accident. The initial report 
indicated that one of the officers 
went into an unconscious state for 
several minutes. By the time first 
responders arrived at the scene 
both officers were conscious. The 
two officers were transported to 
Jacobi Medical Center for medical 
evaluation. 

THURS, FEB. 23rd, 8:30 
p.m. – 694 East 149 St. Another 
teen was arrested after being 
found in possession of a gun. An 
18 year old black male was taken 
into custody after being found with 
a 9-mm pistol. The gun was taken 
away from the teen and vouched as 
evidence. 

THURS, FEB. 23rd, 10:00 
p.m. – 720 Westchester Ave. A 
44 year old black male was trans-
ported to Lincoln Medical Center 
after being shot. The victim was 
suffering a wound to the back upon 
arriving at the medical facility. De-
tectives from the 40th Pct. Squad 
are conducting the inquiry with 
Housing PSA # 7 police officers. 

Fire Log
FRI, FEB. 17th, 12:50 a.m. 

– 686 East 234 St. A 65 year old 
black male lost his life during a 
fire in an attempt to save his step-
daughter. The fire broke out in 
the third floor apartment of the 
five story apartment house in the 
Wakefield section. The victim’s 
wife and a firefighter were also 
injured. Fire Marshals are looking 
into the cause of the blaze.  
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718 863 8200 
3211 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY

www.MileaBuickGMC.com
Mon-Thurs: 9-8

Friday: 9-7  
Saturday: 9-5

Se Habla Español

QUALITY PRE-OWNED VEHICLES

APR§

AVAILABLE 0%
ON SELECT 2012 MODELS W/APPROVED CREDIT§ 

UP TO 
72 
MOS

4 door, 4cyl, automatic transmission, 
power steer/ABS/windows/locks/mirrors/
seats, A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/turn-
by-turn Navi, Bluetooth, FWD. Stk# 12123. 
MSRP $26,290. Due at signing: $1995 
down+$795 bank fee+1st payment+tax.

NEW 2012 GMC 
TERRAIN SLE

$199*
Per Mo. 
39 Mos. 
Lease

No  
Security  
Deposit

P NK
P N

Proud Sponsor

LOADED, 4 door, 6cyl, auto trans, pwr steer/
ABS/wind/locks/mirr, A/C, XMRadio/CD, 
OnStar w/turn-by-turn Navi, cruise, alum 
whls, rem keyless entry, 8 pass.  Stk# 12175. 
MSRP $35,895. Due at signing: $1995 
down+ $795 bank fee+1st payment+tax.

NEW 2012 GMC 
ACADIA SL AWD

$259*
Per Mo. 
39 Mos. 
Lease

No  
Security  
Deposit

AUTO GROUP

Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. Pymts incl. all incentives. All adv. pricing incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, 
& taxes. Must take delivery from dealer’s stock by 03/20/12. *Total Payments/Rebates: Acadia: $10,101/$18,665. Terrain: $7761/$12,882. Verano: $8,541/$12,439. Must 
qualify for GM Lease Conquest Program. All leases are based on 12k per yr/18¢ overage, 20¢ for Verano . All lease prices must be financed by dealer to qual. Lessee resp. for 
excess wear/tear/maint. Photos are for illus. purp only. Not resp. for typo errors. §See dealer for details and credit qualifications. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432. 

JUST 
ARRIVEDD

4 door, 4cyl, 6 spd auto, pwr steer/ABS/wind/
locks, cloth, A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar w/
turn-by-turn Navi, cruise, Bluetooth, remote 
keyless entry, FWD. Stk#12054B. MSRP 
$23,470. Due at signing: $1995 down+$795 
bank fee+1st payment+tax.

NEW 2012 BUICK
VERANO

$219*
Per Mo. 
39 Mos. 
Lease

No  
Security  
Deposit

‘11 Buick LaCrosse CX • Buy For ..........$21,900
4dr, 6cyl, auto, FWD, p/w/l/m/, ABS, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD, cloth, 
cruise, 9,503k mi. Carbon Black Metallic, Stk# 3456U. 

‘09 Subaru Impreza 2.5i • Buy For  ....$16,995
AWD, 4dr, 4cyl, auto, p/w/l/m/, ABS, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD,
cloth, cruise, 11,665k mi. Stk# 3434U.  

‘09 Subaru Forester Prem • Buy For  $17,995
AWD, 5dr, 4cyl, auto, p/m/w/l/ABS, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD, sunroof, 
cloth seats, tilt, cruise, Red, 25k mi. Stk# 3454U. 

‘09 Subaru Outback 2.5i • Buy For  ...$19,995
AWD, 5dr, 4cyl, auto trans, power/steer/ABS/windows/mirrors, A/C, 
AM/FM Stereo/CD, remote keyless entry, 38k mi, Stk# 3428U. 

‘09 Subaru Legacy Ltd • Buy For .......  $19,995
AWD, 4dr, 4cyl, auto, power/steer/ABS/wind/mirr/sunroof/htd 
leather seats, A/C, AM/FM Stereo/CD, 25k mi, Stk# 3394U. 

Parks Dept. issues RFP for Ferry Point comfort
Year-round facility would serve 1000s daily

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
After years of waiting, 

and one “request for propos-
als” that would not flush, it 
now looks like Ferry Point 
Park West may finally be 
getting its comfort station. 

The $2 million dollar 
project, which was origi-
nally awarded to a builder 
who asked to be let out of his 
contract in September 2011, 
will be put out to bid again 
very soon, said a Parks De-
partment spokesperson. 

The project needs to get 
under way as soon as pos-
sible because between 5,000 
and 8,000 people come to 
the park during the spring 
and summer to use the syn-
thetic soccer field and other 
parts of the park, said Dotti 
Poggi of the Friends of Fer-
ry Point Park. 

“We are finalizing de-
sign changes to the build-
ing and hope to advertise 
for contractor bids in the 
late spring,” said the Parks 

Department spokesperson. 
The intent is to construct 

a new year-round comfort 
station, including a storage 
room for park equipment. 
The building site is located 
close to the existing recre-
ation fields and the proposed 
playground for the west side 
of Ferry Point Park, said the 
spokesperson.  

“The building would 
be integrated into the park 
design and the surrounding 
features, based on Park’s 
design master plan for the 
west side of Ferry Point 
Park,” the spokesperson 
said. 

During the construc-
tion of Ferry Point Park’s 
soccer field, the water sup-
ply to the park’s west side 
was inadvertently damaged 
or turned off.

“We would like to know 
if this new Request for Pro-
posals includes pipes to 
make the toilets flush,” Pog-
gi said. “We don’t want just 

a bathroom to be built, but 
a bathroom that works. We 
want it to flush.”

Other than one water 
fountain and a hydrant that 
are apparently operating on 
a different water main, no 
water supply is available for 
the west side of Ferry Point 
Park, even though during 
the construction of the soc-
cer field misters were in-
stalled that would keep the 
field’s surface cool in hot 
weather, Poggi said.

“It has been proven 
that synthetic surface fields 
give off heat when they get 
hot,” Poggi said. “That’s 
why they have misters, 
which we have been unable 
to use.” 

Without a working 
comfort station, people us-
ing the recreation facilities 
relieve themselves in the 
wooded areas, creating a 
messy and unsanitary situ-
ation, Poggi said. 

The Parks spokesper-

son did not respond to ques-
tions about the water sup-
ply in on the west side of the 
park directly, other than 
to say that when complete 

there would be a working 
comfort station. 

“I feel very strongly 
that this is taking far too 
long,” said Community 

Board 10 Parks Committee 
chairwoman Virginia Gal-
lagher of the comfort sta-
tion project. “But the money 
is in the budget.” 

Pictured is an artist’s rendering of what the completed comfort station in Ferry Point Park West should 
look like. 

Photo courtesy of the Parks Department
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Bronx smokers quit

Throgs Neck Bridge
entrance confusion

Letters to the editor are welcome 
from all readers. They should be ad-
dressed care of this newspaper to John 
Collazzi, Publisher, the Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454, or e-mail to bronxtimes@
cnglocal.com. All letters, including 
those submitted via e-mail, MUST be 
signed and with a verifiable address 
and telephone number included. Note 
that the  address and telephone num-
ber  will NOT be published and the 
name will be published or withheld 
upon request. No unsigned letters can 
be accepted for publication. The editor 
reserves the right to edit all submis-
sions.

Let us hear
from you

Vodka ad was offensive

SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620

DISPLAY ADVERTISING RATES AND DEAD-
LINES: A copy of The Bronx Times Reporter Advertising 
Rates is available on request. Display deadline is the Friday 
prior to publication. Camera ready copy deadline is the 
Monday preceding publication.
CLASSIFIED RATES AND DEADLINES: Minimum 
charge $30 for fi rst 10 words, $1.00 for each additional 
word. Frequency  discounts available. Display  classifi eds 
are $50.00 per inch box. Deadline: Monday, 12 noon prior 
to publication. All ads prepaid prior to publication. No 
refunds or cancellations.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Readers are encouraged 
to send us their viewpoints. Name and address must be 
included, but will be withheld upon request. Letters should 
be as brief as possible, not exceeding 200 words.
NEWS ITEMS: Readers are welcome to suggest news 
items of interest. Call the Editorial Department at (718) 
742-3393 or e-mail to bronx times@cnglocal.com.
AROUND TOWN: Announcements of birthdays, 
weddings, anniversaries, etc. will gladly be published. 
All announcements must be mailed to the Bronx Times 
Reporter 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454,  before the 
Friday preceding  publication. No phone calls please.
COMMUNITY CALENDAR: Civic organizations, 
churches, synagogues and special interest groups can have 
their special event dates announced free of charge. Mail 
should be addressed to Community Calendar and received 
no later than the Friday preceding publication.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Yearly subscriptions are $8, 
2 years for $12.00,  within Bronx county. Out of county 
subscriptions are $25.00 per year.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Any problems or inquiries 
regarding a present subscription must be accompanied 
by the mailing label from your newspaper showing 
complete name, address and subscription number (top 
left corner).

Copyright © 2011  by BRONX TIMES REPORTER, 
INC. All rights reserved. Neither this newspaper nor any 
part thereof may be reproduced, copied or transmitted 
in any form, electronic or mechanical, including photo-
copying, microfi lming, recording or by an information 
retrieval system without the express written permission 
of the publisher.

This copyright is extended to the design  and text 
created for advertisements. Reproduction of said adver-
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Dear editor,
A statewide survey released on March 5 

illustrated that 71 percent of voters support 
restoring funding for tobacco prevention pro-
grams. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
funded the survey, which was released by the 
American Cancer Society, the American Lung 
Association in New York, the American Heart 
Association, and the Campaign for Tobacco-
Free Kids.  The poll included a random sample 
of 710 election voters in New York. 

Support for tobacco prevention programs 
included a balance of voters from both sides 
of the political spectrum and across income 
levels. 

The poll also revealed that respondents 
were more likely to vote for a candidate if he 
or she supports funding tobacco prevention 
programs. This news comes at a time when 
New York has cut funding for tobacco preven-
tion programs by 52 percent over the past four 
years.

In New York, tobacco kills more than 
25,000 people a year. Here in the Bronx, more 
than 150,000 adults still smoke. SoBRO is 
working with the Bronx Smoke-Free Partner-
ship to prevent our Bronx youth from becom-
ing the next generation of tobacco addicts.   

Maurice Good
SoBRO

Vodka ad not offensive
Dear editor,
 “Hunts Point protests edgy prostitution-

theme billboard” was disappointing.  This is 
sad for those who cherish free speech. Per-
haps some have forgotten about the Bill of 
Rights and First Amendment.  Advertising 
is a multi-billion dollar business helping fuel 
our free enterprise economy.  

If you don’t like ads such as Wodka Vod-
ka’s “Escort Quality, Hooker Pricing”, don’t 
buy the product.  Advertisers will get the 
message.  We are all bombarded on a daily 
basis with sexually-provocative advertising.  
This is life when you live in a free and open 
society.  

The ad was no more offensive to me as 
a member of the Jewish faith than Wodka 
Vodka’s previous “Christmas Quality, Ha-
nukkah Pricing”.  

Perhaps those “politically correct” ultra 
liberals on the left who march lock step arm-
in-arm with the moral majority social police 
on the extreme political right both advocat-
ing censorship need to loosen up.  Belly up to 
the bar at your local tavern. Take a sample of 
Wodka Vodka or some other alcoholic bever-
age.  Lighten up and develop a sense of hu-
mor.  You will be less stressed and perhaps 
live longer.

 By the way, enjoyment of good sex, be it 
free or paid for, is ageless.  Prostitution came 
out of the closet long ago and is now part of 
mainstream America.  Both the police and 
moral majority social police attempt at stop-
ping this is a total failure.  Just go on the In-
ternet and check out various sites including 

Craig’s list or the Village Voice classified ads 
to see for yourself.

What  consenting adults consume, in-
hale, perform, read or view in the privacy of 
their own home, another person’s home, ho-
tel or private social club isn’t the concern of 
government. Individual economic and civil 
liberties prosper best when government stays 
out of both the bedroom and marketplace.

The free market place will always pro-
vide what ever products citizens desire re-
gardless of government approval. Consumers 
have voted with their dollars making prosti-
tution as part of adult entertainment a multi-
billion dollar enterprise today!

The world’s oldest profession delivers 
their product on time and within budget. 
What you see is what you get.

Contrast that with elected officials who 
represent the world’s second oldest profes-
sion. They seldom keep their promises, can’t 
deliver within budget and are never on time 
with their services. It is time to take prosti-
tution out of the shadows and into the light 
of day. 

Imagine how much revenue could be 
created with a simple sales tax per transac-
tion? Both the provider and customer could 
conduct consensual activities in a safer envi-
ronment.

Our tax dollars would be better used if 
police and judges spent more time prosecut-
ing those who commit real crimes against in-
dividuals or property than going after those 
who engage in prostitution. 

Citizens have more to fear from murder, 
arson, muggings, robberies, auto and identi-
fy theft or home-break-ins along with ever in-
creasing levels of confiscatory taxation and 
debt by government.

Law enforcement authorities should be 
free to pursue those who commit real crimes 
against citizens and property.

If prostitution was legal, Elliot Spitzer 
might still be our governor today.

Larry Penner

Dear editor,
When will Brian Gordon, MMG and Wodka 

Vodka get the message that their offensive mes-
sages via billboard advertising are not welcome 
in any community? Mr. Gordon’s disingenuous 
statement that his company is “not in tune with 
specific community issues” explains why no aol-
ogy was offered. He obviously believes that this 
type of crass and controversial marketing would 
be acceptable elsewhere - an attitude that speaks 
volumes about his own character and that of his 
business associates.

Paulette Sorg

P.S. 83 collapses
Dear editor,
What a disgrace! Only 10 to 12 years ago, 

P.S. 83 was considered one of the premier schools 
in the borough of the Bronx, and a top school in 
NYC. It was a spectacular school in the 1990s. My 
three children all graduated from there and re-
ceived a quality education. The teachers were su-
perb educators. How could one of the top schools 
in the Bronx, and in District 11, fall so  quickly?

The entire Morris Park community must be 
in shock to elarn that the cornerstone fo the com-
munity has fallen into the cellar!

Ten or 12 years ago is not enough time for 
such a terrible fall from grace. Something must 
be awfully wrong at P.S. 83. The hiring practices 
should be fully investigated.

Lynn Jacobsen

Dear editor,
For those living or visiting Throggs Neck, 

gaining access to the Throgs Neck Bridge from 
one particular area can be confusing and for 
many, an absolute pain in the neck.

I speak of the Harding Avenue entrance 
beneficial for those on or near Harding Avenue, 
Pennyfield Avenue, Locust Point and Edgewater 
Park.  Unfortunately this entrance is open only 
during certain times and not around the clock. 

 Recently as I exited from the southbound 
Throgs Neck Expressway at Harding Avenue, I 
noticed one female motorist who appeared to be 
frustrated by the bridge toll entrance and under-
standably so.  She found it closed and spoke quite 
loud to where I overheard her venting as I made 
my right turn onto Harding Avenue.  Her com-
plaint: “I don’t know why that bridge sign back at 
the light directs people down here and then you 
have to circle around and go back and beyond!  It 
makes no sense!”  

I knew right then she was referring to the 
directional sign for Throgs Neck Bridge located 
at the intersections of Lawton Avenue, Penny-
field Avenue, and Throgs Neck Expressway.  

I’ve seen that sign many times as I come and 
go to Throggs Neck and I can understand how 
confusing it may be or how people may not know 
exactly when that entrance is open and when it is 
not.  And it’s even more frustrating for those not 
familiar with the area.

 Michael S. Wilbekin
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* You have the one-time option, at any time during the term of this CD, to change the interest rate to the rate then offered by the Bank for the same term for the balance of the original term. **Annual Percentage Yields 

(APYs) are effective February 1, 2012 and are subject to change without notice. Other terms and rates available. FDIC regulations apply. Minimum deposit is $500. There is a substantial penalty and IRS penalty for 

premature withdrawals. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. ***Limit 100 Reward Points per IRA account. Check www.RidgewoodRewards.com for latest rewards item selection. All items subject to change. The 

Bank has the right to substitute gifts of comparable value and quality. Offer available for IRA contributions only. Offer is good through April 17, 2012. Minimum deposit to qualify for Reward Points or Watch is $1,500 

and CD term must be at least one year.
Member FDIC

18 MONTH TRADITIONAL IRA CD

1.00%
 APY**

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS TIMELY IRA OFFER!
Bump-Up For A Better Rate!*

WHEN YOU OPEN AN IRA OR 
COVERDELL EDUCATION 
ACCOUNT WITH $1,500 OR MORE 
BEFORE APRIL 17TH, YOU MAY 
CHOOSE EITHER A STYLISH 
MEN’S OR LADIES’ WATCH, OR 
RECEIVE 100 REWARD POINTS*** 
REDEEMABLE FOR EXCITING 
GIFTS LIKE THOSE SHOWN!

Enjoy A Shorter Term!

Minimum Deposit is $500 

5 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.85%
 APY**

3 YEAR BUMP-UP IRA CD

1.35%
 APY**
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Giuliani addresses Bx Chamber 
during Irish Heritage Celebration

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Everybody was Irish for 

the day at the Bronx Cham-
ber of Commerce Irish Heri-
tage luncheon.

Even former Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani, who was the 
guest speaker at the event, 
was in the Irish spirit at the 
Thursday, March 8, event 
held at F and J Pine Tavern 
on Bronxdale Avenue. 

Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce president Lenny 
Caro opened the lunch after 
a small press conference 
with Giuliani.

The chamber presi-
dent welcomed guests and 
praised staff, without whom 
events like the luncheon 
would not be possible. 

The national Anthem 
was sung by Caitlin Snyder 
of Mercy College, followed 
by the Invocation by Fr. 
Richard Gorman.

Before the introduc-
tion of the honorees, John 
Calvelli, from the Wildlife 
Conservation Society re-

lated the opening of Congo 
Exhibit at the Bronx Zoo 
during the Giuliani admin-
istration and presented 
then-Mayor Giuliani with a 
picture of himself dressed 
as a lion at the event.

The honorees included 
Chris Lemmon, son of two-
time Oscar-winning actor 
Jack Lemmon; president and 
CEO of the Hutchinson Met-
ro Center, Joseph Kelleher; 
Fr.Richard Gorman; gen-
eral manager of the Pelham 
& Split Rock Golf Course, 
Elizabeth Barker Pinapfel; 
regional executive of Capi-
tal One Bank, John  Haber-
mann; and Barry Fitzgerald 
of F & F Insurance.

Honorees received 
plaques and certificates. 

Giuliani spoke about a 
variety of different subjects, 
including what it was like 
to be mayor during the Sep-
tember 11 attacks, his days 
as U.S. attorney, energy in 
New York City, and the heri-
tage of Irish immigrants in 

America. 
“If I think about Irish 

heritage I think of New York 
City immediately,” said Giu-
liani. “If I think about any 
one city in this country that 
has been built more or shaped 
more by any one group, it has 
been the Irish. This city is 
physically built, to a large ex-
tent, by Irish immigrants. Its 
traditions of public service 
and its police department, 
its fire department, and all of 
its city services and agencies 
were really set by the Irish.”

Giuliani also spoke 
about the jailing his first 
group of several big Italian 
criminals.

“We were in the restau-
rant for about fifteen min-
utes and it looked like the 
scene in ‘The Godfather” 
with captain and the Turk,” 
Giuliani said. “And all of a 
sudden the radio was on and 
the announcer said it had 
been reported that a contract 
has been issued by Sicilian 
mafia on the life of U.S. at-

torney and the contract was 
for $800,000 and the FBI is 
really concerned about it. 
Well this was true, but it 
had happened two months 
earlier and two weeks prior 
the people who wanted to 
kill me were thrown in jail, 
here and in Italy. It was old 
news, so I knew it was over 
and I was very comfortable 
about it so I paid no atten-

tion to it. But, all of sud-
den the restaurant started 
to empty out, the owner is 
rushing our food, and my 
two friends are sweating, 
and I just stared to laugh. 
About 10 minutes into this 
I started to laugh and ex-
plained it to them, then, the 
owner comes over to us and 
says you tell us that now?”

“I just want to congrat-

ulate the Bronx Chamber 
on this wonderful event,” 
Giuliani said. “And also on 
all of the wonderful work 
they do for the Bronx, which 
is, after all, very close to my 
heart. I went to college here 
and the single most impor-
tant site, in New York City is 
in the Bronx, one of the most 
sacred and most important, 
Yankee Stadium.”

Former Mayor Rudy Giuliani was the guest speaker at the Bronx Chamber of Commerce Irish Heritage 
luncheon held at the F and J Pine Tavern at 1913 Bronxdale Avenue, on Thursday, March 8. 

Photo by Dario Alequin
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GET IN THE GAME 
IN BROOKLYN

facebook.com/barclayscenter @barclayscenter

Tickets on sale now
Go to barclayscenter.com or 
ticketmaster.com to purchase tickets.

November 9, 2012
An NEC Sponsored Tournament
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Call for Reservations 718-792-8844

Penne Alla Vodka

Spring Mesculin Salad 

Roast Prime of Beef

Veal with Porcini & Shitake Mushrooms

Shrimp Oreganata

Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly

All Coffee, Pastries and Desserts 

Served at Tables

$4200

Steamship
Whole Turkey
Baby Pig
Corn Beef
Brisket of Beef
Skirt Steak

Carving
station

Pasta
station

Seafood
station

Chafing
station

Cold Seafood Salad
Clams Oreganata
Mussels Posillipo
Fried Calamari
Smoked Salmon
Roasted Red Snapper

Beef Bourgignonne
Broccoli Rabe w/Sausage
Tripe Genovese
Eggplant Rollatini
Braciolette Di Maiale
Chicken Cacciatore
Veal & Peppers
Pollo Asado
Arroz con gandules

Two Assorted Pastas
Deluxe Cold Antipasto Table
Cold Salad Bar
Wok Station

1 7 0 3  B r o n x d a l e  A v e n u e

Choice Of: 

Dinner

Premium Liquors served 
throughout affair.

Openbar 1/2 Price
for children

under age of 12
 

FREE
for children

under age of 4

Easter Sundaytraditiontradition

for the children

from the Easter Bunniesfor the children

from the Easter Bunnies
FREE GIFTS
FREE GIFTS

+10% gratuities, sales tax included.

$4500

per personper person$4500

Pasta: 

Salad: 
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900 Morris Park Avenue Bronx, New York 10462

buffet
champagne

��������	
���
(718) 892-3830

www.900Park.com info@900park.com

March 28, 2012
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

USPS cancels 2011 plans to 
open Van Nest contract station

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Stamp it, “Cancelled.”
The Van Nest commu-

nity will not being getting 
a Contract Postal Unit af-
ter all. 

The U.S. Postal Service 
has decided that because 
of internal regulations it 
will not be able to place a 
Contract Postal Unit into 

The USPS is 
claiming it made 

this decision 
because it may 
violate a clause 
in the contract 
with the postal 
workers union.

TO THE PARENTS OF NEW YORK CITY:

Thank You 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Despite attacks by Mayor Bloomberg and his allies, tens of thousands of 
New York City public school teachers go to work every day to make their 
students’ lives better. 

Thank you for your continuing support for the work our teachers do.

Michael Mulgrew
President
United Federation of Teachers

the Van Nest community 
as had been planned since 
summer 2011, said Morris 
Park Merchants Alliance 
founder Robert Ruggiero. 

The USPS is claim-
ing it made this decision 
because it may violate a 
clause in the contract with 
the postal workers union 
that states CPUs cannot 
be placed in communities 
where a post office has 
closed, Ruggiero said. 

“We were told at a 
meeting with the United 
States Postal Service, in 
front of Congressman 
Crowley, that the employ-
ees working at the Van 
Nest post office would not 
be let go, but would be re-
deployed elsewhere in the 
system,” Ruggiero stated. 
“So right there, that cuts 
that argument.”  

Congressman Crow-
ley and Senator Jeff Klein 
joined with Ruggiero in 
negotiating with Cross 
County Federal Savings 
Bank at 791 Morris Park 
Avenue for the use of space 
in the branch for the CPU, 
and Cross County’s presi-
dent Anthony Milone said 
in November that the bank 
had agreed to house the 
CPU at its branch.

While not providing 
the same level of service as 
a full service post office, 
the CPU would sell stamps, 
weigh packages and pro-
vide overnight shipping 
envelopes, Ruggiero said.  

Congressman Crow-
ley spoke with Bronx Post-
master Howard Sample on 
Monday, March 12, and 
Sample also expressed his 
displeasure with the deci-
sion, a spokeswoman for 
Crowley stated. Crowley 
blasted the decision. 

“I am disappointed 
that USPS has failed the 
people of Van Nest once 
again,” Crowley said. “De-
spite assurances from 
USPS that the Contract 
Postal Unit was a viable 
option, they have now 
backpedaled and rejected 
the proposal.”

This is really a slap in 
the face for the community, 
Crowley stated. 

“A CPU is a much-
needed alternative that 

would help to ensure resi-
dents still have access to 
basic postal services,” 
Crowley said. “USPS seems 
content with leaving Van 
Nest out in the cold, but I 
certainly am not. And, I 
will continue to fight to en-
sure residents have access 
to the services they rely on 
each and every day.”

Van Nest Neighbor-
hood Alliance member Ber-
nadette Ferrara and Tina 
Ruggiero representing the 
Morris Park Merchants 
Alliance were both pres-
ent at a meeting in Con-
gressman Crowley’s office 
on June 8, 2011, in a meet-
ing with USPS manager of 
marketing services for the 
New York district Rachelle 
Parker, local USPS district 
manager Bill Schnaars, 
and USPS service employ-
ee Diane Jones when they 
were told that the CPU was 
an option, 

Tina Ruggiero said. 
Congressman Crowley was 
present at the meeting, 
Ferrara said. 

Senator Klein also 
expressed his displeasure 
with the decision.

“I’m extremely disap-
pointed that the United 
States Postal Service has 
reversed the pledge they 
made to the Van Nest com-
munity” Senator Klein 
stated. “Both Congressman 
Crowley and I worked dili-
gently with Cross County 
Federal Savings Bank, who 
is prepared to offer Van 
Nest residents these needed 
services. We need the post 
service to place forward 
some alternatives for the 
Van Nest community.”
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The Wicked Wolf
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont Avenue • 718-829-4400

10
PLASMA TVs

FRIDAY & SATURDAY

DJ’S

SUNDAY NIGHTS
10PM

Sunday Brunch

BUZZ TRIVIA EVERY NIGHT

“FISH” 
ON ACOUSTIC
GUITAR
EVERY SUNDAY

$14.95
Delivery Service Available

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

“Cead Mile Failte”
(One Hundred Thousand Welcomes)

Kerry Corned Beef & Cabbage
Dublin Lamb Stew

Donegal Catch Fish and Chips
Wicklow Shepherds Pie

ALL ENTRES SERVED WITH FRESH BAKED BREAD BASKET,
IRISH SODA BREAD AND HOUSE SALAD

St. Patrick’s Day Special Menu
Saturday, March 17

COME WATCH THE PARADE WITH US...OR 
WE WILL SEE YOU AFTER THE PARADE
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Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, April 8th, 2012 -1pm-6pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair

Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring: 

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show

Choice Of:

FREE GIFTS
For the children

from the 
Easter Bunnies

$45
per person

plus 10% gratuity
& sales tax

included

1/2 Price Fo
r

Children Under

the age of 12

Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 4

years of age

Annual Lenten 
fundraiser
The St. Francis Xavier 

and St. Clare of Assisi Holy 
Name Societies and Big 
Deal Supermarket are once 
again sponsoring a Lenten 
Fundraiser to raise funds 
for these two Morris Park 
parishes.  

Up to and including 
Easter Sunday, parishio-
ners shopping at Big Deal 
Supermarket, located at 
1018 Morris Park Avenue, 
can contribute to the fund-
raiser by dropping their 
sales receipt into the jar 
located in the front of 
the store, after they have 
checked out.   

A percentage of all 
sales during this period will 
be donated to each church.  
Rev. Matthew Furey, pas-
tor of St. Francis Xavier 
Church, and Rev. Richard 
Guarnieri, pastor of St. 
Clare of Assisi Church, ex-
pressed their enthusiasm 
for the Holy Name Societ-
ies’ fundraiser.  

For telephone orders, 
shoppers can call (718) 824-
7571.

Babalu’s Latin dishes earn rave reviews
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO 
Babalu, a new restau-

rant on E. Tremont Avenue 
that proudly boasts being a 
Chef Alex Garcia restaurant, 
is drawing rave reviews by 
the local community. 

The restaurant, billed 
as a place “where Latin food 
and music dance together,” 
has gotten off to a fast start 
since replacing Club 7one8 at 
3233 E. Tremont Avenue and 
opening its doors in Febru-
ary, said Garcia, one of the 
owners who operates Babalu 
with former 7one8 owner and 
Throggs Neck resident Wil-
liam Padilla. Garcia is the 
owner of two restaurants in 
Manhattan: Copacabana at 
268 W. 47 Street and Calle 
Ocho at 45 W. 81 Street, he 
said. Padilla is a retired 
FDNY lieutenant and owner 
of Bronx Base Builders. 

The restaurant takes its 
name from the title of a song 
Rickey Ricardo performed in 
the “I Love Lucy” television 
series, and promises to be a 
dinning destination where a 
wide selection of Latin food, 
including meat and fish, is 

cooked very simply on the 
griddle, Garcia said. He 
hopes to make the restaurant 
a staple of cuisine in Throggs 
Neck, the same way Tosca 
and Patricia’s are instantly 
recognizable to those famil-
iar with E. Tremont Avenue 
restaurant fare. 

“I think the more restau-
rants that are here, the bet-
ter,” Garcia said. “If we can 
create a dinning destination 
that attracts not only people 
from the neighborhood, but 
also from the entire Bronx 
and even from Westchester, it 
is a great thing.” 

Babalu will have an out-
door sidewalk cafe coming in 
the summer, and will be ex-
panding to including a lunch 
menu, Garcia said. Right 
now, Babalu has a number of 
specials that represent dishes 
from countries all over Latin 
America: Cuban Arroz Impe-
rial, Puerto Rican bacalaitos, 
pernil, chupe limeno, Brazil-
ian moquenca, Veracruzano, 
and pabellon criollo. The spe-
cials menu will change regu-
larly, Garcia stated. 

“We are excited about 

the summer when we open 
the sidewalk cafe because 
then we can really showcase 
the restaurant,” said Garcia, 
who has been in the restau-
rant business since 1987 and 
is a graduate of both Florida 
International University and 
The Culinary Institute of 
America, located in Dutchess 
County. 

Partnering with Padilla 
has added depth and dimen-

sion to the project, with Pa-
dilla keeping a keen eye on 
the music in the restaurant 
so that it will sound like what 
Latino patrons who may 
have emigrated to the United 
States remember from home, 
Garcia stated.

The restaurant is also 
fluent in serving entrees fam-
ily style, Garcia said. 

“We do a great concept 
with the food where every-

thing is made to be shared,” 
Garcia stated. “Everyone 
gets a small plate and a large 
plate and then when the food 
comes you serve yourself.” 

So far, the reaction from 
the community has been wel-
coming and positive, Garcia 
said. 

For more information 
about Babalu, please visit 
babalubx.com, or call (718) 
824-8400. 

The owners of Babalu are (l.) William Padilla and Chef Alex Garcia. 

Photo courtesy of Babalu
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Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks
Throggs Neck Clipper

A place where strangers are not strangers...But friends who have yet to meet!

“Cead Mile Failte”
(One Hundred Thousand Welcomes)

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
SATURDAY, MARCH 17th

Serving Traditional Irish Breakfast 10am-Noon
Irish Food Specialties Served All Day

“D.J. SHANE”
Spins Your Favorite Tunes

Come On In And Join Us For Some
“CEOL AGUS CRAIC”

(Music and Fun)!!

$650
 BAR

Lunches
Early Bird

Dinner $1295

3599 E. Tremont•Bronx, NY•Tel: 718-829-0005•Fax: 718-319-1756

Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Thurs 4:00-10:00.

F

Sunday 
Brunch

CLIPPER MONDAY
STEAK DINNER 
SPECIAL

$1995

DJ
SHANE

Captain’s Cabin
for all your catering needs

Party Room Available
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WSCA’s 
new space

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
“You know the old saying: 

If you build it, they will come,” 
said 35-year Westchester Square 
resident Lou Rocco. “Well, we are 
building it.”

Rocco, who founded the 
Westchester Square Civic Associa-
tion last month, has started renova-
tions on a space at 2514 E. Tremont 
Avenue to house the association. 

The association will cover E. 
Tremont to Zerega avenues, cov-
ered by Community Board 10, ac-
cording to Rocco. 

“We looked at this place 10 
years ago, but we just didn’t have 
the funding,” Rocco said. “Then, 
the person who was in here be-
fore us moved out and the space 
was made available, but we didn’t 
have any support. But now the cur-
rent owner of the space said that it 
would be the best thing for all of 
us if we utilized the space, so we 
joined forces and now we are get-
ting this thing going.”

The space, which previously 
housed a chiropractor’s office, has 
been renovated by Rocco along 
with volunteers from the neighbor-
hood.

Rocco said the renovations 
started a few weeks ago around the 
last week in February. 

Rocco said he has hired a 
painter from the neighborhood to 
help him fix damaged walls and re-
paint the entire place. 

“We’ve also put in a request 
for new lighting out in the front be-
cause it gets very dark at night and 
there isn’t a light directly in front 
of the building,” he said. “We also 
have an issue with people dumping 
their garbage in front of this build-
ing that we need to take care of.”

Rocco said he is hoping for the 
civic association to be a positive 
change in the community. 

“Once the place is cleaned up 
and everything is set in place, we 
want to have a meeting here with 
the local officials and members of 
Community Board 10,” Rocco said. 
“I would also like for the 45th Pre-
cinct to be able to use the space for 
any demonstrations or meetings 
they may have.”

The new space will be finished 
soon, according to Rocco, but it will 
remain closed until invitations for 
the first meeting are sent out. “We 
are not too sure about an opening 
date yet,” Rocco said. “I am hoping 
for some time around the end of 
March.”

“Sometimes it’s giant steps, 
sometimes it’s baby steps,” Rocco 
said. “This is a giant step for us.”
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Recycling just one glass bottle saves enough 
energy to light a 100-watt light bulb for 
four hours, power a computer for 
30 minutes, or a television 
for 20 minutes. Multiply that 
simple act by 8 million 
New Yorkers every day, and 
we can have a major impact 
preserving our natural 
resources and energy needs.  
As North America’s largest 
recycler, Waste Management 
encourages everyone to pitch in 
and recycle.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Small Steps Make a Big Difference

Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 

Bronx River Art Center starts spring semester

Real estate summit focuses on housing

Bronx River Art Center’s spring se-
mester begins this April with an excit-
ing selection of Fine Art and Digital 
Media classes for youth ages 7-18 
as well as adults. Our art classes, 
taught by professional artists, cover a 
wide variety of techniques including: 
Drawing & Painting, Sculpture, Digital 
Photography, Ceramics and Cartoon-
ing are available after-school and on 
Saturdays. Youth classes begin Apr. 
14 and run through June 23 and adults 
run Apr.  21 to June16. No classes are 
scheduled over Memorial Day Week-
end. Enrollees in our digital media 
classes for teens and adults may also 
have free use of our state-of-the-art 
equipment at the BRAC Headquarters’ 
Media Lab, during non-class hours 
Mon. through Fri., 10 am to 3 pm. For 
a complete schedule of classes, visit 
www.bronxriverart.org/education.cfm.

Registration for spring classes 
runs Mar. 12 through Apr. 28 at BRAC 
Headquarters, 2064 Boston Road at 
179th Street, Mon. to Fri. from 3 to 
6 pm and Sat. from noon to 4 pm, or 
online at  www.bronxriverart.org. Late 
registration will continue for the first 
two weeks of classes until Apr. 28 for 
the same class fee.

 Classes for children and teens 
cost $75 for the 10-week session, 
and classes for adults cost $100 for 
8 weeks. A limited number of partial-
tuition scholarships are available for 
youth and are awarded based on finan-
cial need and/or portfolio review. Call 
(718) 589-5819 for further information.

 BRAC also offers a special, 
intensive program (two days a week, 
plus some Saturday museum trips) 
Teen Project Studios. In this course 
students develop skills in a variety of 
traditional and new art media, while 
also gaining leadership experience 
to enhance their college applications. 
Each class focuses on a specific real-
world project to engage students in 
community service. This spring series 
will focus on projects that utilize mobile 
technology (including iPads) to cre-
ate art for public spaces and graphic 
novels, that are designed to engage 
the community in telling their stories of 
The Bronx and the West Farms area. 

The most dedicated students will be 
invited to participate as paid interns in 
BRAC’s “Teen Ambassador Program” 
during the coming summer session! 
This special program is offered free, by 
application only, for 15 students ages 
13-18. Interested teens should apply 
by Apr. 28. Information about how to 
apply can be found at http://bronxriver-
art.org/education-teen-institute.cfm.

* * *
Celebrating Women’s History Month: 
Celebrating  Women will be the topic of 
discussion on Sun., Mar. 18, 11 am at 
the Meeting House of the Riverdale-
Yonkers Society for Ethical Culture, 
4450 Fieldston Road, corner of Man-
hattan College Parkway.

Bring sons, brothers, fathers, 
grandfathers, husbands, boyfriends, 
duaghters, sisters, mothers, grand-
mothers, wives, girfriends. The pro-
gram will incude poetry, song, art, 
reflection, food and drinks. 

To contribute your talent to the 
celebration call Lynda Paull at (917) 
549-7528.

For further information call (718) 
548-4445.

* * *
Forty Plus of New York, a self-help 
organizatio, welcomes managers and 
professionals who are looking for work. 
Since 1939, thousands of members 
have used their Forty Plus skills and 
techniques to land worthwhile jobs. To 
arrange an orientation and tour of the 
Forty Plus offices on Seventh Avenue, 
call (212) 947-4230.

* * *
A silent peace vigil, sponsored by the 
Social Action Team of the Riverdale 
Yonkers Society for Ethical Culture, 
will be held on Mon., Mar. 19, 4:30 pm, 
at the Kingsbridge Library, 291 W. 
231st Street.

Gather in silence to remember 
and mourn all victims of violence and 
war, uphold the right to assemble in 
peace and oppose all discrimination.

* * *
Members of last year’s Psi Chi chap-
ter at Lehman College have been 
awarded the inaugural Kay Wilson 
Officer Team Leadership Award for 
demonstrating exceptional leadership 

as a group. From hosting workshops 
on getting into graduate school to 
raising funds for disaster relief efforts 
to launching an electronic newsletter, 
the team exceeded expectations and 
earned high praise from peers and fac-
ulty advisers alike.

In an effort to increase participa-
tion and productivity, members of the 
chapter collaborated by teaming up to 
execute various tasks, including orga-
nizing six workshops that focused on 
conducting research, applying to grad-
uate school, and preparing for gradu-
ate school work. The chapter also fo-
cused on increasing its service-related 
activities: it donated funds to various 
charities, including the American Can-
cer Society and the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness, and several team 
members traveled to New Orleans on 
a Habitat for Humanity service trip.

 Team leaders, recognizing how 
important effective communication 
is to the foundation of any working 
relationship, launched the chapter’s 
first e-newsletter “The Psi Chi Con-
nection.” The publication features 
articles written by current members 
and alumni, and covers topics ranging 
from subfields in psychology to advice 
on interviews with faculty and avoiding 
procrastination. 

In addition to their work as 
a team, individual members of the 
chapter received honors: chapter 
president Dana Miller received a Psi 
Chi / APS Summer Research award; 
vice president Rasheda Simpson 
was designated a Lehman College 
Presidential Scholar; and vice presi-
dent Sumaira Ismail received a Louis 
Stokes Alliance for Minority Participa-
tion (LSAMP) Summer Fellowship to 
study in Cartagena, Columbia in 2010 
and then a Health Career Opportu-
nity Program internship at New York 
University Medical Center in summer 
2011. All three students were LSAMP 
scholars. Other members of the team 
have been accepted into master’s pro-
grams in various colleges and univer-
sities, including New York University, 
Seton Hall University, and Fordham 
University. 

The fourth Bronx Real 
Estate Summit will be held 
on Wednesday, March 28, 
at the Bronx Museum of the 
Arts, 1040 Grand Concourse-
beginning at 8:15 a.m. with 
a networking breakfast and 
followed at 9 a.m. by the panel 
discussion “A Housing Heads 
Up.”  Panel participants in-
clude Matthew Wambua, 
commissioner, NYC Depart-

ment of Housing Preserva-
tion and Development; Marc 
Jahr, president, NYC Hous-
ing Development Corpora-
tion and Bernell Grier, CEO, 
Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices of New York City, Inc.

 The summit will also 
highlight the South Bronx 
Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, a not-for-
profit organization based in 

the south Bronx.  SoBRO en-
hances the quality of life in 
the South Bronx by strength-
ening businesses and creat-
ing innovative economic, 
housing, educational, and ca-
reer development programs 
for youth and adults.  All tick-
et proceeds from the event 
will be donated to SoBRO.

Register at www.bronx-
summit.org.
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WARRIORS FOOTBALL CLUB AWARDS DINNER
On Thursday, February 23, The Warriors Football Club held its annual awards 
ceremony at Villa Barone Manor. 

Participating in the event were Warriors “Chief” Jay Demers (l) and Joe Regina. 

Photo by Laura Stone 

ST. CLARE’S SCHOOL
CELEBRATES 61ST

ANNUAL CARD PARTY
On Thursday, March 1, St. Clare’s School 
celebrated its 61st annual card part at 
the Villa Barone Manor. This years theme 
was “Under the Big Top”.

(Above) Participating in the event 
were St. Clare’s committee members (l-r) 
Joann Miano, Gina Tarul, and Tina Zallo. 

(Right) Also participating in the event 
was committee member Maria Ciaccia, 
who sold rafle tickets to attendees 
Carmela Hald (left) and Dominique Ferro 
(right).

Photos by Laura Stone

ALLERTON HOMEOWNERS
HOLD ANNUAL DINNER

AT MARINA DEL REY
The Allerton Avenue Home Owners and 
Tenants Association held its annual 
dinner dance at Marina del Rey on 
Saturday, February 25. Awards were 
presented to local businessmen Sonny 
Vataj and Philip D’Arrigo. 

(Left) Sonny Vataj (r.) celebrates his 
award at the Allerton Avenue Home 
Owners and Tenants Association dinner 
dance.

(Right) Philip D’Arrigo (r.) celebrates 
his award at the Allerton Avenue Home 
Owners and Tenants Association.

Photos by Anthony Leone
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ST. BENEDICT’S STUDENTS MAKE CONFIRMATION
On Friday, March 2, St. Benedict’s Schools’ 7th and 8th grade classes made their Confirmation with 
Bishop, Reverend Gerald Walsh, at St. Benedict’s Parish. 

Photo courtesy of St. Benedict’s Parish

CARDINAL DOLAN GREETS CAROL TWOMEY
Cardinal Timothy Dolen greets Carol Twomey at St. Frances de Chantal School on Wednesday, 
March 7. 

ST. BENEDICT’S
HOLDS ST. PATRICK’S
DAY DINNER DANCE

ST. FRANCES DE 
CHANTAL HOLDS

ANNUAL CONCERT
On Saturday, March 3, St. 
Benedict’s Church held a St. 
Patrick’s Dance and Dinner at 
Father Albert Hall for members of 
the parish.

(Above) Participating in 
the event were bagpipers and 
drummers from NYC Transit Pipe 
& Drums. 

(Left) Also participating in 
the event were (l-r) Sr. Betty, 
Fr. Norton, Marie Christian and 
Barbara Fornel.

Photos by Laura Stone

On Sunday, March 4, St. Frances De 
Chantal Parish hosted its annual 
Irish and Italian concert. 

(Above) Participating in the 
event were the St. Frances de 
Chantal adult choir.

(Left) Also participating in 
the concert was soloist John 
McCarrick, who played Irish 
flute selections during the 
performance.

Photos by Laura Stone  
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On Sunday, March 11, a Parade Breakfast was held in Father Albert Hall. The breakfast was sponsored by James McQuade.
Participating in the event were (l-r) Donald McDonell, John Marano, Stephen Kaufman, Kenneth Kearns, Bob Nolan, Joe McManus, grand marshal Regina Gallagher Marengo, James McQuade, grand marshal 

Hon. Justice Douglas Mckeon, Congressman Joseph Crowley, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, and Councilman Jimmy Vacca.

Photo by Laura Stone

Members of the Throggs Neck Volunteer Ambulance Corps. 
Photo by Laura Stone

James Gallagher of Throggs Neck. 
Photo by Laura Stone

Elected officials survey the festivities, from left, Public Advocate Bill 
deBlasio, Councilman Jimmy Vacca, Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
Congressman Joseph Crowley. 

Photo by Anthony Leone

The Edgewater Volunteer Fire Department’s antique pumper leads the vols. 
Photo by Laura Stone

Spring-like weather welcomes 14th Annual TN St. Patrick’s Parade
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(L-r) Connor and Sean Gleason. 
Photo by Laura Stone

Back from left, Francesca Galura, Carly Galura and Jason Mittermeier; front from left, Alison Gilroy, 
Jay Demonico, Stephen Smyth and Cynthia Smith.

Photo by Laura Stone

The Melendez family takes in the parade: Bill and Barbara, top; and Maxine, Bronx Maximus and 
Logan. 

Photo by Laura Stone

Front, Aidan O’Keefe and Margaret Kuhl; back from left, Maryanne and Gerry 
O’Keefe, Catherine Warkenthien, Dennis and Mary Alevis.

Photo by Laura Stone

(L-r) Jen, Myles and Jim Szelesky. 
Photo by Laura Stone

(L-r) Rich Gullo and Irish national Jerry Quinlan, who said he came over for the 
parade. 

Photo by Laura Stone

Betty Weiss and Alex Tilliros dressed 
appropriately. 

Photo by Laura Stone

The gang’s all here, ramping up for the festivities. 
Photo by Anthony Leone
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Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city.
Every day, we transport milk direct from upstate, family dairy farms to our
plant in Queens. We pasteurize the milk,
package it, and deliver it your neighbor
hood grocer within 48 hours. That’s fresh!

When you choose milk from Elmhurst
Dairy, you’re getting a quality product from
New York City’s only remaining dairy – and
you’re  supporting a familyowned business
that provides hundreds of jobs right here
in our community.

Buy local. Look for Elmhurst Dairy
milk at your grocery store.

7185263442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

New York City’s Freshest Milk.
From New York City’s Only Dairy.

Buy local.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
 Headquarters Marine 

Corps Division of Public 
Affairs New York City is of-
fering a limited opportunity 
to receive a pre-arranged 
tour of the lead amphibious 
assault ship docked in Man-
hattan during Fleet Week. 
The tour will be guided by a 
Marine and show guests how 
the Marines and Sailors live 
and work together on an op-
erational ship.The ship will 
be opened for prearranged 
and regular tours Thursday, 
May 24to Tuesday, May 29 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Applications will re-
ceive a confirmation letter 
by April 30. Contact Sgt. 
Randy Clinton at NYCMa-
rines@usmc.mil or (212) 
784-0160 for more info.

 A career expo will 
be held at Ft. Hamilton on 
March 21. Top companies 
as Northrop, Grumman, 
USAA, Lockheed Martin, 
Man Tech and more want 
your military experience. 
Bring DD-214. To regis-
ter, http://www.military.
com /ca reer- expo/2 012 -
f t - h a m i l t o n - c a r e e r -
fair/?ESRC=careerexpo.se

 This next from Bill 

Clancy: Identity Theft. to 
avoid this log onto www.dos.
ny.gov for info on how to beat 
the bad guys.

 By the time you read 
this column, the St. Pad-
dy’s Day Parade will have 
passed. I was there and will 
write about it next week. 

The Department Com-
mander’s visit will be at the 
Turner Club, Friday, March 
30 , 7 p.m. See you there.

 Trivia Time!!
Joe Di Maggio died at 

the age pf 84 on March 8, 
1999.

  The Battle of the Moni-
tor and the Merrimack took 
place on March 9, 1862.

 On the same date in 
1964, the first Ford Mustang 
came off the line.

 The Telephone was in-
vented on March 10, 1876.

 I was born March 11, 
1938.

 Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
We had our first Yoga 

class on March 1. It was 
great to see some familiar 
and some new faces.  We 
had a couple of women who 
heard about the class in this 
article and I hope they con-
tinue to join us! 

Yoga is a practice that 
helps with stress; it tones 
your body and makes you 
stronger and more flexible.  
It is a chance to take time 
out to focus on just yourself.  
I remember when I started, I 
could not do some of the posi-
tions, but I kept trying.  

Additional classes will 
be held on March 8 and 
15, followed by a two week 
break and then beginning 
April 5. Classes will run un-
til November.  Classes are 
$15; $10 goes to Vincenza, 
our instructor, and $5 goes 
to the civic. Bottled water 
will be available for attend-
ees.  Starting on April 5, if 
you pay for five classes in ad-
vance, you get the 6th class 
free. (Great idea for Mother’s 
Day)!  Doors open at 7:15 p.m., 
classes start promptly at 7:30 
p.m. Bring your own mat!

We had a board meeting 
on Tuesday, February 28 and 
reviewed some upcoming 

events that you should make 
note of on your calendar.  

On Saturday, April 7, 
10 a.m. to noon, join us for 
“Breakfast with the Easter 
Bunny”, complete with Eas-
ter Egg Hunt and a visit from 
the Easter Bunny.  This is 
always a fun event, nothing 
beats watching the kids’ ex-
pressions when they lay eyes 
on the Easter Bunny for the 
first time.  

On Saturday, April 
14, we’re hosting Comedy 
Night.  This is another fun 
event. This time it’s fun for 
the adults.  There will be 
four or five comics, includ-
ing two headliners.  If you 
have come to our Comedy 
Night event in the past, these 
will be new comics!   You 
can contact Al Belfiore at 
abelfi361@aol.com to make 
your reservation.

Earth Day Our Way 
2012 will be celebrated at the 
civic on Saturday, April 21 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  This 
will be a day filled with ac-

tivities, speakers and fun for 
kids and adults.  

I hope that Locust Point 
residents that have a high 
school age child who needs 
to fill in some volunteer 
hours might consider this 
great opportunity to partici-
pate in a fun and worthwhile 
event that will look great on 
their college application.  

I was at the Just Food 
Conference a few weekends 
ago and had a chance to 
speak to a few college stu-
dents about the need for 
internships and how they 
want to connect with com-
munity gardens and CSA’s to 
volunteer.  It made me think 
of all the high school age 
students in this community 
who need to fill up their vol-
unteer hours or need to show 
extracurricular activities 
on their college applications.  
Please consider helping us at 
this event!

On Saturday, May 5, 1 
a.m. to 4 p.m., we are holding 
our Second Annual Mother’s 
Day Market.  If you would 
like to be a vendor, contact 
me at cnapolitano@netzero.
net.  I will be highlighting 
all of our vendors here in 
this article right before the 
event, so sign up now to be 

included!  Spaces are $20, $15 
for LPCA members.    

If you joined us for 
our Community Yard Sale 
last year, you’ll be happy 
to know we are repeating 
this event again.  Set aside 
Saturday, June 23 for a day 
here in the point.  Last year 
we had almost 30 families 
that participated, this year 
we will have the civic house 
open for refreshments and if 
anybody would like to rent 
a space at the civic, we will 
have spaces available.  

And as always, I en-
courage you to consider 
signing up for a full share 
or a half share of our CSA.  
Further information can be 
found on www.stoneledge-
farmny.org.  Our site is the 
“Locust Point” site if you 
decide to sign up.  You can 
of course contact me if you 
want more information on 
the CSA or any of the events 
we are running.  Full shares 
for vegetables are $498 for 24 
deliveries, or about $21 per 
week.  You can add a fruit 
share for another $225 for 20 
deliveries, or another $11 per 
week.  A full share will feed 
a family of four.  Half shares 
are available, just contact 
me direct.
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St. Lucy School
2012 / 2013 Registration

OPEN HOUSE

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
It’s always unnerving 

when a serious crime hits 
close to home like it did on 
Wellman Avenue several 
weeks ago.  But even in a 
crime so serious there can 
be good news when the com-
munity keeps its eyes and 
ears open and shares what it 
sees with our precinct.

 A hero in our commu-
nity was alert, smart and 
willing to get involved and 
it is the reason this awful 
crime was solved so quickly.  

Congratulations to that 
person and the 45th Pre-
cinct!  I hope it is a lesson to 
all of us that when you see 
something suspicious, take 
note of the details and call 
911 to report it. 

Certainly, it will help to 
keep our community safer 
and word will get out that if 
you’re thinking of commit-
ting a crime here, you better 
think twice!

Energy Audits
Our March meeting 

was quite interesting.  Joel 
Rivera and Kate Shackford  
from BOECD attended our 
meeting to inform us about 
a new energy program that 
BOEDC and NYSERDA have 
joined together to bring us.  
They are offering free com-
prehensive energy audits 
worth approximately $400.  
There is no obligation to get 
the suggested work done but 
if you choose to go forward 
you may qualify for a grant 
of up 50% of the cost of the 
project.  Call me at (718) 792-
6385 if interested.

Membership Dues
It is already mid March 

and still some members have 

not sent in their dues.  We 
depend on your dues to keep 
our wonderful programs 
going.  It is just $10 and you 
receive a subscription to 
the Bronx Times Reporter 
and our WLCA newsletter.  
If you have not sent in your 
dues, please do so now.  

If you have sent in your 
dues and have not received 
you newspaper or member-
ship card, please call me and 
I will get your information 
to Scott Barnard, our mem-
bership coordinator.

 If you are new to our 
association’s area and would 
like to join, please send a 
check for $10 to WLCA, PO 
Box 291, Ponton Avenue, 
Bronx NY 10461 and include 
your name, address and 
phone or e-mail.

Your dues will keep the 
Waterbury LaSalle Commu-
nity Association viable and 
able to bring you the follow-
ing great programs:

Dancing Like The Stars: 
A ballroom dance program 
for adults that is taught by a 
professional dancer.  You can 
have some fun while you get 
into shape, meet new friends 
and learn a new skill.

Primavera Italian Lan-
guage and Culture Program: 
A program where children 
can learn the Italian lan-
guage and culture and by do-
ing so increase their knowl-
edge of vocabulary.  This 
program is also taught by 

certified teachers.
Adopt-A-Mailbox Pro-

gram: Residents living near 
government mailboxes can 
keep them graffiti free by 
painting them whenever 
they are defaced.  Our asso-
ciation provides the paint.  
This program has become 
one that families participate 
in together as there is no bet-
ter way for children to learn 
about how graffiti devastates 
neighborhoods.

Christmas Tree Light-
ing:  Every Christmas sea-
son we have a wonderful 
Tree Lighting at Sampson-
Schneider Park across from 
the First Lutheran Church.  
Santa arrives on a wonder-
ful horse drawn sleigh pro-
vided by Chateau Stables.

MillionTreesNYC Tree 
Givaway:  Every year, some-
times twice a year, we bring 
approximately 300 trees into 
our community to be adopt-
ed at this event.  This year it 
will take place on April 28, 
from noon to 2 p.m. at the 
First Lutheran Church on 
Hollywood Avenue.

Barriers Program/
Greening/Beautification:  
As a deterrent to graffiti 
we place trees, flowers or 
shrubs in front of appropri-
ate graffiti hot spots.  We 
also put flower pots with 
evergreens in them along 
Crosby Avenue and Middle-
town Road.

9/11 Memorial Service:  
For the past 10 years we have 
joined with the First Luther-
an Church of Throggs Neck 
to bring a beautiful candle-
light ceremony to our com-
munity in memory of those 
who perished.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
OK, let’s take it from 

the top.  A beautiful day for 
a beautiful parade down 
Tremont Avenue celebrating 
the Irish of Throggs Neck.  
We hope everyone had a 
great day and remembered 
the real meaning of it!  The 
17th is the St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade in the city, form up at 
44th Street between 5th and 
Madison avenues, look for 
guys in caps, the leader is 
Jim Mularchy, commander 
of Catholic War Veterans.

   The 18th of March is 
our 3rd Sunday meeting at 
American Turners NY - the 
Turner Club.  We meet for 
coffee and buns at 10:30 a.m. 
followed by our regular post 
meeting at 11 a.m. and cash 
bar with some lunch at noon.  

Please try to stop by and 
bring a brother (or sister) 
veteran with you, maybe a 
new candidate for the Aux-
iliary or Sons?  As Joe Mazz 
would say, come to a meeting 
or two and get to know us.  
Speaking of  “candidates”  
our nominations and elec-
tions are soon upon us...

On the 25th of March 
we have the TN Memorial 
Post 1456 Ladies Unit Gro-
cery Sale. Doors open at 1 
p.m., the sale and fun begins 
at 2 p.m.  Please try to stop 

by Shore Drive and support 
another worthy cause.

On March 30, at 7 p.m., 
we will have our state com-
mander’s welcome and din-
ner at the Turner Club for 
$35 per person.  Please try 
to come out so we can give 
a big welcome to the Com-
mander, Auxiliary Presi-
dent and Sons Detachment 
Commander who accompa-
ny him.  

In April, we have New 
York’s very own Fang Wong, 
first Asian-American Na-
tional Commander of The 
American Legion, at An-
tun’s in Queens for the an-
nual visitation.  Cost is $75 
per person, but well worth 
it!  Reservations required 
so please let one of us know 
soon. 
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Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
For over a decade, I 

served as a liaison for Bronx 
Borough President Ferrer to 
the veteran community.   I 
saw first-hand the physical 
and emotional devastation 
war brings to our soldiers, 
sailors, marines and airmen 
and women.

One of the few lifelines 
that saves many of these he-
roes from the harsh reality 
of the combat they endured 
is gratitude and loyalty; loy-
alty towards each other, and 
gratitude from the nation 
that sent them into harms’ 
way.   That’s a virtue Presi-
dent Obama has profoundly 
betrayed by his apology to 
the Afghans in the wake of 
the Koran burning incident. 

The servicemen in-
volved did nothing wrong.  
The Korans were defiled by 
prisoners seeking to smug-
gle hidden messages through 
these books.  The only prop-
er recourse, both practical 
and spiritual, was to destroy 
the defiled volumes.  Burn-
ing them was wholly proper 
and respectful; indeed, it is 
the same way Americans 
dispose of worn out flags. 

Instead of supporting 
his troops, the President 
chose to apologize for an of-
fense never committed.  In 
doing so, he affirmed the 
charges of those seeking to 
turn this nonevent into an 
international incident. If his 

goal was to prevent turmoil, 
he was unsuccessful.  Six 
Americans have been killed 
in the ensuing riots.  To date, 
Mr. Obama has yet to ask for 
an apology from the Afghans 
for these unjustified deaths. 

Adding insult to injury, 
while all this was ongoing, 
the White House forwarded 
a plan that would drastically 
increase health benefit costs 
to active duty military per-
sonnel.

As any even remotely 
careful observer of Islamic 
fundamentalism would have 
known, appeals for fairness, 
truth, or reason in response 
to manufactured incidents 
such as this are bound to 
fall on deaf ears.  These theo-
logical absolutists demand 
that their version of faith be 
placed above all others.  In 
their quest to do so, they con-
sistently engage in histrion-
ic outrage over any matter 
that they can misinterpret 
into a propaganda bonanza, 
regardless of the casualties 
and disorder that ensues. 
President Obama’s inappro-
priate apology added to the 
perception that this tactic is 
useful and successful. 

Over the past sixty 
years, the American mili-
tary has been among the 
greatest benefactors to Mus-
lim nations.  In the 1950’s, 
the U.S. turned against its 
chief allies, Britain and 
France, when those nations 
sought to take over Egypt’s 
Suez Canal.  When Muslims 
were mistreated in Eastern 
Europe, the U.S. rushed to 
their defense.  Americans 
supplied the Afghans in 
their bid to free themselves 
from Soviet domination.  
When Saddam Hussein, 
whom fundamentalist Mus-
lims considered an apostate, 
invaded a neighboring Mus-
lim nation, the U.S.-led co-
alition fought and defeated 
him.  Throughout all these 
actions, Washington never 
requested nor received any 
recompense in treasure, 
land, or oil. 

President Obama acted 
disgracefully in the Koran 
Burning Incident, betray-
ing his own military in the 
process.  He owes an apology 
to the families of those who 
were killed in its wake, and, 
indeed, to every American 
who ever wore a uniform in 
the defense of their nation.

Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
sponsored radio broadcast 
each Saturday at 10 a.m. on 
WVOX 1460 am, or on our 
website at comactainc.com.

BY ANITA VALENTI
 Our Pelham Bay Tax-

payers & Civic Association 
meeting is Tuesday, March 
20, at St. Theresa’s Cafete-
ria between Pilgrim and 
Mayflower avenues. Coffee 
and cake at 7 p.m. followed 
by our meeting at 7:30 p.m.

    All are welcome to at-
tend our meetings. Let your 
voices and suggestions be 
heard to improve the safety 
in all our streets and the air 
quality in our community. 

We want to thank Sen-
ator Jeff Klein, Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca and Com-
mission Moran of D.O.T. 
for  their united efforts to 
install the  30 mile an hour 
exit speed sign coming off 
of the Hutchinson River 
Parkway, exit 3 E and also 
the additional signs along 
the service road.

Last week as I was 
leaving my house, I couldn’t 
believe my eyes and my 
ears. A black van coming 
off of the Hutch, with tires 

screeching, going the same 
60-65 miles an hour as the 
Hutch speed limit past our 
children’s park.  

He came dangerously 
close passing another car 
driving at the correct speed 
limit. He then continued 
flying down the road and 
finally slowed down at the 
full stop sign on Continen-
tal Avenue. He slowed down 
but did not make the full 
stop.

With too many wanna 
be Mario Andrettis on the 
road, we are in desperate 
need of additional signs to 
slow down speeding driv-
ers. 

The signs of today are 
bandaids on a serious prob-
lem that needs surgery. 

Speed bumps are very effec-
tive slowing down all cars 
and a dire necesity  by all 
our schools.

    Our guest speaker at 
our March 20 meeting will 
be from BOEDC speaking 
about loan interest loans to 
make our homes more en-
ergy efficient. 

The price of oil to heat 
our homes are now above $4 
a gallon and crippling our 
purchasing power. 

Attend our meeting 
and listen to good ideas to 
make our homes more en-
ergy efficient.

Pelham Bay Taxpayer 
& Civic Association want 
to thank all our members 
for renewing their mem-
bership. Your dues of $10 
which include the Bronx 
Times Reporter mailed to 
your home gives you the 
taxpayer the opportunity 
to express your views and 
opinions in the Letters to 
the Editor column. Make 
use of this column.   
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ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042
01/15/11

PELHAM FAMILY DENTAL ARTS
www.pelhamfamilydentalarts.com

914.738.3606
“ Your Smile Is Our Art “

Providing the Highest Quality Dental Service in Westchester County

Participating in most
dental insurance plans.

If you do not have
insurance coverage, we 
offer 20% courtesy
discounts on most
procedures with this ad.

BY LYNN GERBINO
Thanks for sending in 

your dues! Please keep it 
coming. We also welcome 
new members and you don’t 
have to be a homeowner;  
renters are welcome too! If 
you would like to join, send 
a check for $10 to: Throggs 
Neck Homeowners Asso-
ciation, PO Box 25, Throggs 
Neck Station, Bronx, New 
York 10465.

 We are gearing up for 
our next meeting. 

We now have three 
speakers booked. Captain 
Russell Green of the 45th 

Precinct will be there, as 
will Chrys Napolitano from 
Locust Point Civic Associa-
tion to speak about a CSA 
(Community Suported Ag-
riculture) that Locust Point 
is starting this year, and 
last, but not least, Gerson 
Hernandez from the Bronx 
Overall Economic Develop-

ment Corporation will give a 
quick presentation on Green 
Jobs, Green New York, which 
was set up to help you lower 
your energy bills. We have 
a full slate and will learn 
much at the meeting.

 The meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, March 27, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Villa Bar-
one Manor, 737 Throgs Neck 
Expressway. 

Hope to see our old 
friends there and here’s hop-
ing some new friends will 
find their way there also.

 If you need us, please 
call us at (718) 823-0327.

BY COMMUNITY BOARD 10
Recently, Community 

Board 10 received a commu-
nication from the New York 
City Department of Educa-
tion, concerning the pro-
posed closing of Herbert H. 
Lehman High School. The 
Department of Education 
proposes the establishment 
of a new school within the 
present building. 

Herbert H. Lehman 
High School has served the 
communities of the Bronx 
for over 30 years, provid-
ing our young people with 
a quality education that 

enabled them to go on to re-
warding careers in higher 
education, business and gov-
ernment.  

Over the past few years, 
the school has not been with-
out its challenges. There 
was a crisis in leadership, 
reports of grade fixing and 
poor academic achievement.  

However, that was only 
the part of the story. Leh-
man students distinguished 
themselves by competing 
and winning a national com-
petition for the creation of 
an anti-violence and bully-
ing video that was televised.  

The school has one the 
strongest and most involved 
student governments that 
one could witness, in the 
city’s schools.  Its students 
are motivated to succeed and 
they currently have a prin-
cipal that is committed to 
turning the school around.  

Our board thinks that 

the Department of Education 
should give the new Prin-
cipal a chance and support 
the teachers, administrators 
and the students, as they 
work towards a dynamic 
future, for this most valued 
neighborhood institution. 

To this end, the board 
has written to Chancellor 
Walcott requesting that the 
closing be stayed and allow-
ing the school to continue on 
its reform efforts.  

On April 2, there will be 
a Public Hearing at Herbert 
H. Lehman High School to 
discuss this matter at 6 p.m. 
Please come out and support 
your neighborhood school.

On May 9, at 8:30 a.m., 
the 45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council will host its 
first Community Breakfast.  
The breakfast will be held at 
the Villa Barone Manor at 
737 Throggs Neck Express-
way.  Tickets are $15 and in-
terested parties can contact 
Bob Bieder at (718) 828-4400 
or Michelle Sajous at  (718) 
320-3300, ext. 3532.  

On March 22, from 7 to 
9 p.m. Community Board 10 
and the 45th Precinct Com-
munity Council will be con-
ducting a workshop at the 
Providence Rest Nursing 

Home, located at 3304 Wa-
terbury Avenue, concern-
ing the creation of Civilian 
Observation Safety Patrols. 
These citizen patrols would 
serve as the eyes and ears of 
the police, reporting any sus-
picious activity.  There will 
be a discussion concerning 
the rules and regulations for 
creating such patrols.

The board was recently 
introduced to a dynamic or-
ganization that assists the 
visually challenged, known 
as VISIONS.  

This organization pro-
vides a host of services to 
those challenged by diseases 
to eye. 

They assist people in 
learning adaptive indepen-
dent living skills and pro-
vide job training.  

They operate the VI-
SIONS Center for Blindness, 
a residential vision reha-
bilitation program, conduct 
community outreach and 
training. 

They conduct rehabili-
tative classes at their Selis 
Manor in Manhattan and 
operate one of the few senior 
centers dedicated to people 
who are visually challenge 
impaired. 

Additionally, they pro-

vide aid to the caregivers, 
who assist the visually chal-
lenged, through the Caregiv-
er Program.  

They also operate the 
Blindline, a telephone refer-
ral service at (212) 625-3301.  

Anyone interested in 
these programs, can contact 
VISIONS at 212-635-1616 or 
toll free at 1-888-245-8333.

We heard from the 
young people at P.S. 71 about 
conditions in the neighbor-
hood, and the subject of 
cleaning up after your dog 
was brought up repeatedly.  
Many of us are truly fortu-
nate in having four legged 
friends; please remember to 
clean up after your dog. Do 
it for your dog, the kids in 
the neighborhood and most 
of all for yourself. It is very 
important for the health of 
your dog and your neigh-
bors. Besides, there is a $250 
fine for failing to clean up 
after your pet and violating 
the pooper-scooper law.       

CB 10 is available to 
assist you with your con-
cerns. Feel free to contact 
us at (718) 892-1161 or BX10@
cb.nyc.gov. Visit our office at 
3165 E. Tremont Avenue. We 
are open five days a week be-
tween 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 M
a

r
. 1

5
-

2
1

, 2
0

1
2

   
  3

4



3
5

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
  M

a
r

. 1
5

-
2

1
, 2

0
1

2
   

Morris Park
Alliance

BY BOBBY RUGGIERO
An ump yelling, ‘Bat-

ter up!’ It’s the true sound 
of spring season. Warmer 
temperatures, hot dogs and 
opening day at ‘the’ stadium 
are all signs that we dodged 
the bullet this winter sea-
son. 

It doesn’t take a sports 
fanatic to know that there’s 
really only one New York 
stadium because it’s right 
here in the Bronx. That’s 
right, the Bronx. We may 
have seen more than our 
share of downs than ups, 
but our time to shine has 
finally come. Almost like 
being a baseball player, we 
had to patiently wait to get 
out of our ‘slump’ while we 
watched the rest of the team 
move forward. What I’m 
speaking about is neighbor-
hood restoration.

We sat back and watched 
as Manhattan rebuilt itself 
starting with the 42nd Street 
Times Square Restoration 
Project. Then neighborhood 
leaders initiated a Busi-
ness Improvement District. 
Tourism returned, neigh-
borhoods bounced back and 
residential property values 
began to rebound. The influ-
ence spread. It went down to 
34th Street, Tribeca, Hells 
Kitchen and even Harlem. 
It crossed the bridges and 
tunnels out to Brooklyn and 
Queens where rejuvenation 
projects spread through 
South Brooklyn, Brooklyn 
Heights, Queens Plaza and 
the waterfront.

Unfortunately for us, 
someone needed to be first 
and someone was going to 
be last. The Bronx was defi-
nitely last. 

Finally it’s our turn. 

Mott Haven, Hunts Point and 
the Grand Concourse have 
been on the uptick. Busi-
nesses like The Bruckner 
Grill at the foot of the 3rd Av-
enue Bridge is now a hipster 
hot spot. Lofts in Mott Haven 
and Oak Point are at a pre-
mium and the Hutch Metro 
Center proves that property 
in the Bronx still has a great 
deal of hidden value.

As good team players we 
watched and waited as our 
‘brothers’ from Westchester 
Square wrangled through 
the Business Improvement 
District application process 
with the help of our Council-
man Jimmy Vacca. 

The ink is barely dry on 
the Westchester Square proj-
ect and now the councilman 
has focused his attention on 
the next challenge, Morris 
Park. To my surprise Coun-
cilman Vacca recently called 
me to his office to ask me to 
actually expand my goals for 
the BID project. The original 
target area was Unionport 
Road to Bronxdale Avenue. 
Now with his help, the scope 
of the district will run from 
Unionport all the way to Wil-
liamsbridge Road, literally 
doubling the gauge of his re-
sponsibilities.

Simultaneously, Sena-
tor Jeff Klein has picked up 
the ball on the NYS Main 
Street Restoration Project 
that I’ve been trying to get 
going for the past four years. 

He recently scheduled a 
walking tour of the historic 

district in New Rochelle 
with representatives from 
Albany to impress upon 
us the full scope of what is 
available to Morris Park be-
sides new storefronts. 

It’s an all encompass-
ing program which includes 
full building restorations, 
streetscape, sidewalk en-
hancements and the cre-
ation of a whole ‘theme’ for 
the community. 

He’s held a meeting in 
his office to help explain this 
program to the store owners 
and landlords with another 
coming soon. It’s hard to 
imagine but our day has fi-
nally come.

Our new on line shop-
ping guide is almost ready to 
go live. It’s the first shopping 
directory for Morris Park in 
decades and will include all 
the stores’ name, address 
and phone numbers along 
with the type of product or 
services they offer. You’ll be 
able to research a merchant 
by his name or the type of 
service provided. It will also 
include the ability to make 
on line payments for dues 
and contributions to the 
Christmas Light fund.

Lastly, I would be re-
miss if I neglected to mention 
the support I get from our 
friend, the borough’s team 
captain, Borough President 
Ruben Diaz. It’s his vision of 
a new Bronx that keeps me 
focused.

The group meets the 
second Tuesday of every 
month except for July and 
August. For more informa-
tion or merchants assistance 
call (718) 828-0022, seven 
days a week, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
or visit us on line at morris-
parkalliance.com

East Bronx History Forum to feature 
a series of short vignettes on women

BY BILL TWOMEY
The East Bronx History 

Forum will feature a series 
of short vignettes on Bronx 
Women that their mem-
bers admire at their next 
monthly meeting to be held 
on Wednesday, March 21 at 
7:30 p.m.    

Each speaker will  be 
limited to from three to five  
minutes and the woman 
they choose to speak about 
need not be famous.   

Some noted women 

such as Anne Hutchinson 
will be well-known but oth-
ers may be known only to 
the speaker.  

Notify  secretary Tom 
Casey if you wish to be a 
speaker so duplication can 
be avoided.  Should you 
wish to utilize photos or 
other props, they must be 
provided in advance.  Tom 
Casey may be reached at 
thomasxcasey@yahoo.com 
or  by leaving a telephone 
message with the librarian, 

Catherine McChesney, at the 
Huntington Free Library at 
(718)  829-7770.  

Further information 
may be found at www.bronx-
nyc.com.  The Huntington 
Free Library is located at 9 
Westchester Square.    

The History Forum 
meets at the library on the 
third Wednesday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m.. The meet-
ing is open to the public and 
there is no admittance fee. 
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Thursday, March 22nd, 2012
Time: 2:00pm – 3:00pm

Location: Chapel 718-732-7112 (Please Leave Message)

Wednesday, March 21st, 2012
Time: 1:00pm – 2:00pm

Location: Chapel 718-732-7112 (Please Leave Message)

Methodist Home for Nursing and Rehabilitation

 
“Aging Successfully” 

Dr. Dharmarajan will discuss nutrition, health and medication 
as well as provide a question and answer session after his presentation.

 
“Alzheimer’s Disease” 
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Recycled art 
workshop at 

Huntington L.
The Bronx Council on 

the Arts) and the Hunting-
ton Free Library present a 
family-friendly, hands-on 
“Recycle Art” craft work-
shop with Star Nigro on Sat-
urday, March 17, from 12:30 
to 3 p.m. at the Huntington 
Free Library, 9 Westchester 
Square, next to the Apple 
Savings Bank. This work-
shop is free and open to the 
public. All are welcome.

Go green and create 
a nature-based art collage 
with artist Star Nigro as she 
shows you cool and clever 
ways to make great eco art. 
Join Ms. Nigro and learn to 
construct a masterpiece by 
creatively recycling old & 

The City Island Nautical Museum, located in the former P.S. 17 on east Fordham Street, will reopen on 
March 17 with a host of new exhibits and events planned.

CI Nautical Museum 
reopens with big plans

After being closed for 
the winter months, the City 
Island Nautical Museum will 
reopen to the public on Satur-
day, March 17, at 1 p.m. This 
will be the final opportunity 
for visitors to see the exhibi-
tion on the Orchard Beach 
pavilions that garnered so 
much publicity last summer. 
A new exhibition of photo-
graphs of New York Harbor 
by Richard Sadler will open 
on March 24.

Later this spring the 
museum will launch a major 
effort to restore the steps in 
front of the landmark former 
school building in which its 
collections are exhibited. 
They will raise awareness of 
this costly project, “Step Up 
for the Museum,” by getting 

as many people as possible 
to care about the museum, 
whether they live or work 
on City Island (or used to do 
so), love to visit, or wish they 
could visit more often. 

They need money, but 
even more they will need 
“friends,” especially on Fa-
cebook, who will support the 
efforts and help reach their 
goal. The inaugural event 
will be an Open House at the 
Nautical Museum on Satur-
day, May 5, and Sunday, May 
6, when they will entertain 
and educate visitors about 
the history, the present, and 
the future of the unique nau-
tical community.

The City Island Nautical 
Museum contains five rooms 
full of seafaring memorabilia 

with a focus on the Ameri-
ca’s Cup—the “Olympics of 
yachting”—as well as boat 
building and sail making on 
this small Island in Long Is-
land Sound at the northeast 
corner of the Bronx. The mu-

seum is also a repository of 
artifacts, photographs, paint-
ings, and documents by and 
about Island residents past 
and present. The City Island 
Nautical Museum is open on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 

1 to 5 p.m. and by special ap-
pointment for groups. Visit 
web site at www.cityisland-
museum.org or “like” them 
on Facebook by typing City 
Island Nautical Museum in 
Facebook’s search box. 
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33 Community Newspapers

Reach over 1 million people across NYC today

Call 718-260-2555
* 5 line ad for, 1 print insertion in all CNG plublication

Sell Your Car 

Only $39

Sell Your Car 

Only $39new elements. Making eco-
logical art is fun for every-
one!

Star is talented, multi-
faceted photographer whose 
vision and understanding 
of the human spirit, along 
with her capacity to capture 
beauty, forms her base to 
create new mediums from 
jewelry to photo sculpture.  

Star is a native of Wood-
stock, New York -- the colony 
of the arts -- where she cur-
rently resides and keeps a 
studio. Her interest in pho-
tography was a result of her 

Recycled art workshop on Sat., Mar. 17
From previous page fascination with drawing, 

sculpting and painting and 
her combined exploration of 
all three.

 Nigro graduated with 
a B.F.A in photography from 
the Art Institute of Boston 
at Lesley College. Her work 
has received exceptional 
reviews in various newspa-
pers. Learn more about Star 
Nigro and her work at www.
starnigro.com. 

This workshop is part 
of the free series of Third 
Saturday Family Craft 
Workshops presented by 
BCA and HFL at the Hun-
tington Free Library. The 

final workshop of the 2011-
2012 season is Saturday, 
April 21, 12:30 to 3 p.m. 

Mother’s Day Gift with 
Denise Shelley -- Experi-
ence the delight of creating 
a handmade gift for your-
self or someone you love in 
this workshop conducted 
by artisan, Denise Shelley. 
Re-purposed and new ma-
terials will be combined to 
make the memorable Moth-
er’s Day treasure.

Admission tis free, but 
space is limited. For info, 
call (718) 931-9500, ext. 33 or 
(718) 829-7770, or visit www.
bronxarts.org. 

Wave Hill Family Art Project Early Bird Gets the Mobile.

Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright

Wave Hill anounces March 24-25 events
Wave Hill upcoming 

events include:
Saturday, March 24, 

and Sunday, March 25, 
Family Art Project - The Ear-
ly Bird Gets Into The Mobile: 
Look for the first returning 
birds and overwintering res-
idents, along with early mi-
grants passing through on 
their way north. Cut out and 
balance their birdie shapes 
to make a colorful moving 
sculpture. Free, and admis-
sion to the grounds is free 
until noon. Ecology Build-
ing, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Saturday, March 24, 
Seed-Starting Demo: Learn 
how to sow and transplant 

seeds to get an early start on 
spring with Assistant Direc-
tor of Public Programs  Lau-
rel Rimmer at this special 
drop-in program. Free with 
admission to the grounds. 
Perkins Visitor Center, 1 to 
3 p.m.

Sunday, March 25, 
Garden & Conservatory 
Walk: Join in for an hour-
long tour of seasonal gar-
den highlights. Free with 
admission to the grounds. 
Meet at Perkins Visitor Cen-
ter, 2 p.m.

Sunday, March 25, 
Winter Workspace Session 
Ii - Open Studios: For the 
third winter, Glyndor Gal-

lery is transformed into 
studio spaces for artists to 
develop new work and of-
fer opportunities for public 
interaction in the context 
of the garden. Individual 
artists share their studio 
practice with the public on 
this open studio day. Art-
ists include Gabriela Al-
bergaria, Matthew Burcaw, 
Matthew Jensen, Nova Ji-
ang and Cameron Rowland. 
Free with admission to the 
grounds. Glyndor Gallery, 
1:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Wave Hill is located at 
675 West 252nd Street. For 
further information call 
(718) 549-3200, ext. 232.
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8 Casita Maria presents Tour of the Boros
Casita Maria Center for Arts and 
Education, 928 Simpson Street, 
welcomes back Carlota Santana and 
Flamenco Vivo to its auditorium, on 
Sat., Apr. 14, at 2 pm. Flamenco Vivo 
Carlota Santana presents its Fourth 
annual Tour of the Boros featuring 
dancers and musicians from the US 
and Spain.

Founded in 1983, Flamenco 
Vivo Carlota Santana is the nation’s 
premiere flamenco company known 
for its innovative performances, com-
munity programs and high quality 
arts education projects. Its mission 
includes raising public awareness of 
Flamenco as an integral part of the 
Hispanic heritage, fostering the cre-
ation and presentation of new works 
and nurturing the next generation of 
flamenco artists.

This year’s tour will be a tribute 
to the Feria in Seville. Beside the ac-
tual performances, audiences at each 
venue will be engaged through pre- 
and post-performance discussions, as 
well as Spanish and flamenco dance 
and music workshops. The program 

features traditional flamenco works 
with Antonio Hidalgo, but also includes 
the Company’s young community 
artists-dancers, musicians, and sing-
ers. (WEB: www.flamenco-vivo.org; 
EMAIL: santana@flamenco-vivo.org).

On Fri., Apr. 20, at 7 pm, Casita 
Maria presents BX-Rated: la Mezc-
latina Rising, produced by Pepatian 
and created in collaboration by artists: 
La Bruja/Caridad De La Luz, Jessie 
Flores, Nadia Hallgren And Cynthia 
Paniagua.

This collaborative dance the-
ater project explore issues of first and 
second generation Latina identity in 
a coming together of powerful voices 
that speak to personal journeys and 
female realities in the tight rope be-
tween urban life and ancestry. BX-
Rated is an unapologetic exploration 
and collaboration of four Mezclatina 
artists who confront, challenge, and 
defy issues of Latina stereotypes, 
sexism, racism, immigration, media 
portrayal, negative body images, and 
struggles with self-esteem. Based on 
autobiographical stories, the collabo-

rators take on the negative, disapprov-
ing messages from within, and outside 
of, Latino culture to create space for 
female solidarity and power that can 
help give the next generation a more 
positive outlook on their potential for 
changing the world. The performers 
have created iconic characters that 
seek to transform society’s message 
of the need to “Be X-Rated” in order to 
be worthy, accepted, and/or success-
ful by encompassing the true spirit of 
what the Bronx is at heart -- and going 
from “x-rated” to BX-Rated. Check out 
more information about “BX-Rated” at, 
www.pepatian.org

* * *
The Riverdale-Yonkers Society 
for Ethical Culture, 4450 Fieldston 
Road, corner of Manhattan College 
Parkway, presents Music on Film on 
Sun., Mar. 18, at 1:30 pm.

Larry Bluth will present Bach’s 
Brandenburg Concertos by Munich 
Bach Orchestra conducted by Karl 
Richter. Admission is $5.

For more information call (718) 
548-4445.

Magee Hickey to host Astor Center benefi t
Magee Hickey, daugh-

ter of Lawrence F. Hickey, 
and news reporter, along 
with her newscaster col-
leagues from New York 
television stations, will be 
singing in a Cabaret to raise 
funds for Astor’s Lawrence 
F. Hickey Center for Child 
Development in the Bronx. 
This event will take place 
on Saturday, April 14, at 
One East 91st Street and 5th 
Avenue.  The reception is at 
1 p.m. and the performance 
will be at 2 p.m.

 Talented perform-
ers will include: Debra Al-
farone, Ernie Anastos, Jodi 
Applegate, Linda Church, 
Kirstin Cole, Jay Dow, Tam-
sen Fadal, Mr. G., Sukanya 
Krishnan, Dan Mannari-
no, Monica Morales, Greg 
Mocker, Mary Murphy, Dr. 
Sapna Parikh, Frances Ri-
vera, Andrew Siff, Howard 
Thompson, Kristin Thorne, 
Kaity Tong, Stephanie Tsof-

lias, and many surprise 
guests!

 Astor’s Lawrence F. 
Hickey Center for Child 
Development in the Bronx 
serves children ages 2.9 
years to kindergarten ages 
with behavioral and emo-
tional needs. In September 
1991, the center was named 
in honor of Mr. Hickey.  He 
and his family have always 
been dedicated supporters 
of Astor. The Cabaret is a 
way to honor Mr. Hickey 
who passed away on March 
28, 2011.

 “Mr. Hickey was a gen-
erous humanitarian, giving 
of his time and many tal-
ents. He was committed to 
ensuring the world become 
a better place for children 
and their families,” said Dr. 
James McGuirk, Executive 
director/CEO at Astor Ser-
vices for Children & Fami-
lies.

 There will be a silent 

auction where guests will 
be able to bid on items such 
as having lunch with some 
of the newscasters; a golf 
outing at Trump National, 
Hudson Valley; Astor chil-
dren’s artwork; dinner at lo-
cal NYC restaurants; trips; 
etc.

 Sponsors of this event 
include: William Grant 
& Sons, Event Sponsor; 
Patti Kenner and Kathleen 
Weslock, Piano Sponsors; 
and CWA Local 182, Hickey 
Center Sponsor. Tickets are 
$50, $150 and $500 ($30, $130, 
$480 respectively, of your 
ticket price will go directly 
to the Lawrence F. Hickey 
Center and is tax deductible 
to the extent permitted by 
law). 

For more information 
on tickets and sponsorship 
opportunities, contact Dana 
Valdez at dvaldez@astorser-
vices.org, (845) 871-1171.

Bartow-Pell plans volunteer clean-up days
If you appreciate the 

way beautiful gardens en-
rich a community, there 
will be two opportunities 
this spring to help clean up 
the elegant gardens at the 
historic Bartow-Pell Man-
sion Museum.

Volunteers are needed 
for the two clean-up days—
one sponsored by Con Edi-
son. The first clean-up will 

be on Saturday, March 17 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
second is scheduled for Sat-
urday, April 28, from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and Con Edison will 
supply refreshments and 
supplies. Volunteers will 
focus on cleaning, clearing, 
and beautifying the muse-
um’s extensive gardens and 
grounds. 

The gardens will be cen-

ter stage for Bartow-Pell’s 
Beauty in the Bronx Open 
House Weekend on May 4 to 
6 in celebration of National 
Preservation Month. 

Volunteers should wear 
sturdy shoes or boots and 
long sleeves and pants and 
bring work gloves if they 
have them. Registration is 
requested; call (718) 885-1461 
or email info@bpmm.org. 

ITEM: Happy St. 
Paddy’s week here in the 
Bronx!

ITEM: So I’m walking 
down Tremont on Saturday 
night and I see the  proces-
sion of trucks painting the 
street green. That’s when 
you know the parade is in 
town.

ITEM: The Tub Band is 
one of the most refreshing 
cover bands to hit the scene.  
Their song selection of Top 
40 hits from the past three 
decades coupled with their 
passion for performing has 
made The Tub Band one of 
the top rising acts in the 
area. The Tub Band consists 
of Rob Barletta (lead vocals, 
lead/rhythm guitar), Fred-
die Cassara (drums, vocals), 

John Cialella (lead/rhythm 
guitar, piano, harmonica, 
and vocals), Dave DiLeo 
(lead/rhythm guitar), and 
Marland Oliva (bass guitar). 
The band hit the circuit in 
the summer of 2005 and has 
only grown since then.  

With a combined mail-
ing list of over 1000 fans 
and a grass-roots approach 
to personally promoting 
each show, the band has cre-
ated a substantial following 
both on and off the stage.  
The band covers a wide 
spectrum of music includ-

ing genres such as hip-hop, 
R&B, and hard rock, with a 
strong focus on straightfor-
ward rock and pop. 

No two shows are the 
same; the band is constant-
ly learning songs and de-
veloping medley’s to keep 
the audience on their toes.  
The band has tons of profes-
sional gear and two sound 
and lighting technicians 
at every single show. www.
thetubband.com and catch 
them on Facebook. 

Upcoming shows: Sat-
urday, March 17, Tiernan’s 
in Stamford, CT; Friday, 
March 23, McGee’s in the 
Bronx; and Saturday, March 
31, Fulgums, Montrose,NY. 

Rock on. Rock out.

Creating Memorable Characters writing
workshop sponsored by Bronx Council

Presented by the Bronx 
Council on the Arts’ Bronx 
Writers Center, Creating 
Memorable Characters is a 
free hands-on workshop for 
all writers (even the secret 
ones.) Bring a notebook, pen 
and prepare to create un-
forgettable characters. The 
workshop will be held at 
Barnes & Noble at Bay Plaza 
on Friday, March 23, from 6 
to 8 p.m. Admission is free 
and all are welcome.

Maria Romano, direc-
tor of the Bronx Writers 
Center, will teach the work-
shop. Romano is a writer 
and teacher with more than 
10 years experience in the 
publishing industry. 

Creating Memorable 
Characters is one of a series 
of free workshops for writ-

ers produced by the Bronx 
Writers Center. Upcoming 
BWC workshops through 
September 21, at Barnes and 
Noble at Bay Plaza are: 
• How to Write Short Poetry 
on April 20,
• World Building for Fantasy 
and Science Fiction Writers 
on May 18, 
• Ask an Editor, Ask an 
Agent on June 15t 
• Getting to the Finish Line: 
How to Prepare Your Writ-
ing for the Next Stage on 
July 20,
• First Lines: Getting Start-
ed on Your Writing Project 
on August 17, and 
• How to Get Your Work Pub-
lished on September 21.

For additional infor-
mation on this workshop or 
other events presented by 

the Bronx Writers Center, 
call (718) 931-9500, ext. 21, e-
mail bronxwriters@bronx-
arts.org, or visit the Bronx 
Writers Center’s web pages 
at www.bronxarts.org.

Barnes & Noble at Bay 
Plaza is located at 290 Bay-
chester Avenue in Co-op 
City. To find out about other 
literary activities at the 
store, please call (718) 862-
3945 or visit www.barne-
sandnoble.com (click on 
“Stores and Events”).

The Bronx Writers 
Center supports and devel-
ops the appetite for writing 
and reading in the Bronx. 
The BWC searches for and 
promotes new voices and 
audiences and engages the 
community in literary and 
literacy programs.

Lehman Chamber, March 18th
The Lehman Chamber 

Players will perform virtu-
oso works by Haydn, Saint-
Saens, Sarasate and others 
on Sunday, March 18, at 2 
p.m. The public is invited to 
this free concert, which will 
be held in the Music Build-
ing’s Recital Hall, located 
on the third floor. Seating is 
limited. 

The concert will feature 
works for violin and piano by 
Saint-Saens, including the 
Sonata in D minor opus 75 
and Introduction and Rondo 
Capriccioso. The Chamber 
Players will also perform 

Sarasate’s Zigeunerweisen 
(Gypsy Airs), as well as 
works for oboe and piano.  

Members of the Cham-
ber Players include critically 
acclaimed violinist Alex-
ander Meshibovsky; oboist 
and Prof. of Music Alan Hol-
lander, who also serves as the 
concert band director; and 
pianist Prof. Diana Mittler-
Battipaglia, who also serves 
as choral director. 

Lehman campus is lo-
cated on Goulden Avenue 
and Bedford Park Boulevard 
West.For more information  
call  (718) 960-8247.

Pelham Bay 
Library events

The library, 3060 Mid-
dletown Road, events:

Monday, March 19, 4:30 
p.m., World Beat and Percus-
sion: Drum Diva Dale pro-
vides African drums, bongos, 
congas. For ages 12 to 18.

Friday, March 23, 3:30 
p.m., Girls Are Heroes Too: 
Clever girls, brave girls, 
feisty girls who outwit the 
ogre and get what they want! 
For ages 5 and older.

For info call (718) 792-
6744.
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Tickets:  $40
includes hors d’oeuvres, wine, soda

Raffle Prizes and Silent Auc�on Items

Good friends guaranteed.

For informa�on, call the Friends of Pelham Bay Park at 718-430-4685

or email us at friendsofpbp@yahoo.com

 

Making Pelham Bay Park Accessible To All

 Thursday, March 22, 2012     6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Pelham-Split Rock Golf Clubhouse

Celebrate Spring and help us raise funds for 

a Pond Walk -- an accessible path, viewing 

pla�orm and play-piece that will provide 

children of varying abili�es a chance to 

connect with nature in in�mate ways. POND WALK

Friends of Pelham Bay Park

Spring 2012 Fundraiser

‘Red’ Allen led the house band at Metropole Cafe
When I was a young 

man I had a friend who 
worked as a deck hand on a 
tugboat which I believe was 
called the “Metropolitan 
III.” He worked about two 
or three weeks straight and 
then had a week off. 

This was in 1965 and 
he was paid very well due to 
the long hours. 

He would occasionally 
splurge and invite a couple 
of friends out for a night on 
the town and money was no 
object. 

One time after a sump-
tuous dinner at the Dixie 
Hotel he took us to hear 
Gene Krupa, then consid-
ered one of the greatest 
jazz drummers alive, at the 
Metropole Cafe at Seventh 
Avenue and 48th Street. 

Seats were secured for 
us right up close to the band 
that performed right on the 
bar; it was an interesting 
set-up with a bandstand at-
tached to the inside of the 
bar as well as an oval exten-
sion so you could practically 
sit at the feet of performers. 

Unfortunately, Kru-

pa was a no-show and 
Maxie Kaminsky, also a 
great drummer, was fill-
ing in for him. It was still 
a great night but I missed 
the chance to speak with 
Krupa.  Kaminsky, by the 
way, played with Tommy 
Dorsey, Artie Shaw and all 
the other leading bands of 
the era.  

Oddly, that would be the 
final year for the fabled jazz 
venue that featured such 
notables as Billie Holliday, 
Cozy Cole, Roy Eldridge, 
“Red” Allen and too many 
others to mention here. 

Henry “Red” Allen 
(1908-1967) was very well 
known for his recordings 
and extensive work with 
Louis Armstrong. He also 
recorded with Billie Hol-
liday and, oddly, both are 
interred not far from each 
other in St. Raymond Cem-
etery here in the Bronx.   

“Red” Allen led the house 
band at the Metropole Cafe 
from 1954 to 1965 and is 
among the most noted trum-
peters and band leaders of 
the jazz era.

 Art Kane of Esquire 
Magazine heard of a gath-
ering of all-time jazz and 
blues greats in East Harlem 
in 1958 and showed up with 
camera in hand.  He took 
one of the most historic pho-
tographs of jazz artists ever 
assembled.  He snapped his 
picture at about 10 a.m. on 
August 12 of that year  on 
East 126th Street between 
Madison and Fifth Avenues 
and “A Great Day in Har-
lem” has ever since been 
celebrated.  

It is considered the 
most important photograph 
of the swing era ever taken 
and a documentary film 
was later made of the event.

 Among the 57 noted 

jazz entertainers, both black 
and white, who posed for 
the photograph were “Red” 
Allen, “Count” Basie, Gene 
Krupa, Max Kaminsky, in-
novative trumpeter Roy 
Eldridge, Dizzy Gillespie, 
pianist and composer Theo-
lonious Monk, musician 
and composer Benny Gol-
son who, in addition to his 
jazz work, also composed 
music for such popular TV 
staples as MASH, Ironsides, 
and Mission Impossible. 

The photo also included 
Maxime Sullivan.  Maxime, 
known for her stage and 
screen rolls as well as her 
recordings, bought a home 
on Ritter Place in the Bronx 
in 1945 and raised her 
daughter there.  

She also opened an 
outlet for jazz musicians 
nearby in the community 
that later became known 
as “The House That Jazz 
Built.”  

There was not one un-
known in the photograph 
and each person pictured 
would merit a story of their 
own.  

Henry “Red” Allen and his band played at the Metropole Cafe for 
many years with all the great jazz musicians of the era. 
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Webber musical at Stepinac High School
The Stepinac Drama 

Club will present Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s Broadway 
sensation, The Phantom of 
the Opera. The Phantom of 
the Opera opens on Friday, 
April 27 on the campus of 
Archbishop Stepinac High 
School, 950 Mamaroneck 
Avenue in White Plains, 
where the show will run un-
til Sunday, May 6. Tickets go 
on sale April 2.

The Phantom of the 
Opera is the heart-wrench-
ing story of the mysterious 
“Angel of Music” who lives 
beneath the Paris Opera 
House. The hideously dis-
figured Phantom falls in 
love with the young singer 
Christine, devoting him-
self to creating a new op-

era star while exercising 
a reign of terror over the 
Opera House’s occupants. 
The Phantom of the Opera 
contains Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s most famous and 
romantic score, which in-
cludes “Music of the Night” 
and “All I Ask of You”.

Andrew Lloyd-Web-
ber’s unparalleled hit burst 
onto stages 20 years ago, 
and continues to play to full 
houses nightly on Broadway 
and around the world. The 
Phantom of the Opera is an 
entertainment phenomenon 
that has been staged in 145 
cities across 27 countries 
and having played to more 
than 100 million people 
around the world; this full-
scale production is arguably 

the most popular musical 
of all time. As Broadway’s 
longest-running musical, 
the show has been honored 
with over 50 major theatre 
awards, including seven 
Tony Awards, among them 
the Tony for Best Musical.

The performance sched-
ule is as follows: Friday, 
April 27 at 7:30 p.m.; Satur-
day, April 28 at 7:30 p.m.; 
Friday, May 4 at 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, May 5 at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sunday, May 6 at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $18 for 
adults, $15 for children (12 
and under) and senior citi-
zens and are available by 
calling the school at (914) 
946-4800, ext. 200.

Discounts are available 
for groups of 20 or more.

United Nations Council picks teacher
St Thomas Aquinas  

School, 1909 Daly Avenue, 
announces that 8th grade 
teacher Tracy Bacigalupo 
has been selected as one of 
20 teachers to participate 
in the Teachers’ Fellowship 
Program at the United Na-
tions. 

The program is de-
signed for Catholic and 
Episcopal elementary 
school teachers, grades 5 to 
8 and high schools grades 9 
to 12 an offers orientation, 
involvement, online mentor-
ing and training to teachers 

on the role the United Na-
tions plays in current global 
issues. 

Upon completion of the 
program, Bacigalupo will 
be awarded a certificate 
as a United Nations Fel-
low Teacher and will then 
be able to share her gained 
knowledge of the United Na-
tions with students through 
lesson plans and reduced 
rate class visits to the UN. 

Bacigalupo said, “That 
it is the mission of a Catholic 
school educator to spread Je-
sus’ word of  love all people”.  

She is excited by the fact 
that “The United Nations 
shares this mission too: to 
care for all people, especial-
ly those who are oppressed.  
I can easily see lessons on 
bullying, tolerance, justice 
issues like fair wages, and 
environmental concerns in-
corporated into my religion, 
science and writing classes. 
My 8th grade students need 
to see this mission in action 
and the UN provides a per-
fect example as it truly pro-
motes the mission of love.”

Bronx students sought for pro-life contest
Residents living in 

and around the Bronx com-
munity can be screened to 
reduce their risk of having 
a stroke or bone fracture.  
Knights of Columbus will 
host Life Line Screening 
on Tuesday, March 20.  The 
site is located at 3243 Am-
pere Avenue.  

Four key points every 
person needs to know:
• Stroke is the third lead-
ing cause of death and a 
leading cause of perma-
nent disability
• 80% of stroke victims had 

no apparent warning signs 
prior to their stroke
• Preventive ultrasound 
screenings can help you 
avoid a stroke
• Screenings are fast, non-
invasive, painless, afford-
able and convenient

Screenings identify 
potential cardiovascular 
conditions such as blocked 
arteries and irregular 
heart rhythm, abdominal 
aortic aneurysms, and 
hardening of the arter-
ies in the legs, which is a 
strong predictor of heart 

disease. 
A bone density screen-

ing to assess osteoporosis 
risk is also offered and is 
appropriate for both men 
and women.

Packages start at $149.  
All five screenings take 60-
90 minutes to complete.  

For further informa-
tion regarding the screen-
ings or to schedule an 
appointment, call 1-877-
237-1287 or visit www.life-
linescreening.com.  

Pre-registration is re-
quired.

MONSIGNOR SCANLAN TOP-RANKING STUDENTS

Monsignor Scanlan High School students who rank first in their class are (l-r) freshman Daurys Gonell 
(95.9), sophomore Alexandra Andriani (98.3), junior Nicholas Pappas (96.3) and senior Sik Ho Wang 
(98.2). They are now members of the Founders Club that honors the memory of Monsignor Scanlan. In 
addition to excellent grades, all are involved in extracurricular activities and hours of service to the 
community.

Bronx HS wins Ocean Sciences Competition
On Saturday, March 3, 

the Bronx High School of 
Science from Bronx, New 
York competed and won 
in the Bay Scallop Bowl, 
a regional ocean science 
academic competition of 
the National Ocean Sci-
ences Bowl (NOSB).  The 
Bay Scallop Bowl was held 
at Stony Brook University 
in Stony Brook, New York.  
Sixteen teams with four or 
five students on each team 
participated in this year’s 
Bay Scallop Bowl, which 
consisted of buzzer-style, 
multiple-choice questions 
and open-ended, team-chal-

lenge questions. 
 For winning the region-

al competition, the Bronx 
High School of Science now 
moves on to face 24 other re-
gional champions in the 15th 
Annual National Ocean Sci-
ences Bowl (NOSB®), which 
will be April 19-22, 2012 at 
the Sheraton Baltimore City 
Center Hotel in Baltimore, 
Maryland. 

 “Congratulations to 
all the students participat-
ing in the 2012 NOSB re-
gional competitions as they 
contribute so much to this 
important program in the 
field of ocean science,” said 

Robert B. Gagosian, presi-
dent and CEO of the Consor-
tium for Ocean Leadership.  
“These scholars are the fu-
ture stewards of our ocean, 
and I know this experience 
encourages them to contin-
ue to learn how the ocean 
works and how to wisely use 
our ocean resources for gen-
erations to come.” 

 The winning team 
from the Bronx High School 
of Science is coached by Ed-
ward Wren.  The team mem-
bers are Vivek Gupta, Ezra 
Rodriguez, Parmeet Singh, 
Daniel Thach and Natias 
Tong.

Bullying award
St. Thomas Aquinas 

School’s 8th grade student 
Skaila Pyatt has written a 
script about bullying and 
asked her teacher Ms. Baci-
galupo, if as a form of service, 
she could ask her class to help 
her make a video. The class 
response was overwhelming 
and Skaila and her film-mak-
er dad  are currently working 
with her classmates to make 
the short into a video, to be 
used as an educational tool 
for future students.  

Principal Teresa Sopot 
said, “What better way to end 
bullying than to have kids 
teaching kids.”

St. Theresa plans reunion
Calling all graduates 

and friends of St. Theresa 
School!  Tbey will be hold-
ing their annual Alumni Re-
union for all classes 2002 and 
earlier on Sat.urday April 28, 
beginning with 5 pm Mass.  
Registration and tours of the 
school begin at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by the Cocktail Hour at 
6:30 p.m., and  a Dinner Buf-
fet and Dancing at 7:30 p.m.

The first reunion was 
held in May 2011, and drew 
a crowd of about 160 people.  
Guests loved to tour the 
school and look at the display 
of old photos.  As graduates 

flipped through the albums, 
comments ranged from: 
“How many people can you 
identify from your  class pic-
ture?”  to “Did  we really look 
like that?”

Tickets are $50 per per-
son and reservations are 
required.  You can send pay-
ment (check or money order 
payable to St. Theresa School) 
to St. Theresa School, 2872 
St. Theresa Avenue, Bronx, 
NY, 10461.  Include names of 
all guests and your year of 
graduation.  mail: malynch@
sttheresaschoolbronx.org for 
more information.
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Bronx YMCA

THE BRONX CHAMBER of  COMMERCE

FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 2012
MARINA DEL REY     11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

invites you to attend

SANITATION
SALVAGE

honoring

REAR ADMIRAL WENDI CARPENTER, USN
President, SUNY Maritime College

BERNADETTE M. KAPPEN 
Executive Director, New York Institute for Special Education

KAREN GREER, MD, MPH 
Director, Division of Ambulatory Pediatrics, St. Barnabas Hospital

Keynote Speaker 
CONGRESSWOMAN CAROLYN MALONEY
Mistress of Ceremonies
LISA COLAGROSSI, WABC-TV Reporter

$55  CHAMBER MEMBERS      $60  NON MEMBERS 
For more information, email us at: bccwomensevent@gmail.com

Montefi ore partners with 1199 SEIU
The partnership be-

tween the Contact Center at 
Montefiore Medical Center’s 
Care Management Com-
pany (CMO) and 1199 SEIU 
United Healthcare Workers 
East is featured in a report 
released by the Healthcare 
Transformation Project at 
Cornell University’s School 
of Industrial and Labor Re-
lations in New York City.  
The report, entitled “How 
Labor-Management Part-
nerships Improve Patient 
Care, Cost Control and La-
bor Relations,” includes 
a case study on how the 
labor-management initia-
tive at Montefiore has dem-
onstrated increased access 
to health care services and 
a reduction in health care 
costs.

 Montefiore’s Contact 
Center employs about 100 
clerical workers and pro-
vides centralized customer 
service support to the CMO 
by handling member in-
quiries regarding billing, 
scheduling of appointments 
and obtaining prescrip-
tions. The labor-manage-
ment initiative produced 
an environment of trust, 
respect and open commu-
nication that contributed to 
creating the highest level of 
customer service.

 According to the re-
port, the labor-management 
partnership at Montefiore 
has resulted in improved 
patient satisfaction, quicker 
patient access to primary 
care physicians and spe-
cialists, decreased staff 
turnover and a reduction in 
costs per call. The initiative 
also enabled new opportuni-

ties for staff career advance-
ment.

 “Partnerships between 
labor and management are 
extremely important to cre-
ate a health care system that 
Americans deserve,” said 
Steven M. Safyer, MD, presi-
dent and CEO of Montefiore 
Medical Center.  “With a 
dialogue of mutual respect 
and understanding, we can 
deliver high quality, cost 
effective and coordinated 
care that is centered on the 
patients and their families.” 

“We are extremely 
proud of our strong labor-
management partnership 
with Montefiore Medi-
cal Center,” said Estela 
Vazquez, Executive vice 
president, 1199 SEIU United 
Healthcare Workers East.  
“As the first hospital the 
union negotiated a contract 
with over 50 years ago, the 
relationship between the ad-
ministration and its work-
ers was built on respect and 
recognition of the valuable 
contributions of our mem-
bers in the healthcare deliv-
ery system.  That relation-
ship continues to this day as 
we work together to achieve 
high quality healthcare for 
patients in a changing envi-
ronment.”

 “Montefiore Medical 
Center has shared a 53-year 
partnership with 1199 SEIU, 
and throughout the decades, 
we have valued the counsel 
of employees who have the 
most intimate knowledge 
of  every day work pro-
cesses and what solutions 
might be most viable,” said 
Stephen Kulovits, direc-
tor of Customer Service at 

Montefiore’s CMO. “Labor-
management partnerships 
are essential to engaging all 
staff in productive dialogue 
to enhance the way in which 
patient care is provided.”

 Recently, Montefiore 
was one of 32 health care or-
ganizations in the country 
named by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices as a Pioneer Account-
able Care Organization, the 
first federally-sponsored 
accountable care program 
that incentivizes providers 
to improve health outcomes 
for patients while also con-
trolling costs. “Reforming 
our health care system to be 
accessible and provide high-
quality services has been at 
the core of many recent na-
tional and state initiatives,” 
said Peter Lazes director of 
Cornell’s Healthcare Trans-
formation Project.  “Mon-
tefiore Contact Center’s 
union-management part-
nership provides a roadmap 
for how to improve access 
to healthcare services and 
control health costs.”

Montefiore Medical 
Center was the first hospi-
tal in New York City to of-
ficially recognize 1199 SEIU 
in 1959.  The union had led 
a campaign to organize New 
York City hospital employ-
ees to achieve collective 
bargaining rights, improv-
ing both healthcare benefits 
and wages for the employ-
ees. 

More information about 
the report and about Cornell 
is available by contacting 
Peter Lazes at pml5@cor-
nell.edu or at http://www.
ilr.cornell.edu/healthcare/ 
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Benedetto to 
acknowledge 
P.S. 71’s work

Passover Seder

Assemblyman Michael R. 
Benedetto will be visiting P.S. 
71 on Friday, March 16, to thank 
students that participated in his 
Women’s History Month program. 

March is Women in His-
tory Month and Assemblyman 
Benedetto distributed thousands 
of informational packets to the 
schools throughout his district on 
the roles of women in the history 
of our country. Class 603 at P.S. 
71 sent the assemblyman some of 
the work they did on his suggested 
projects. 

“The children at P.S. 71 have 
shown an exemplary amount of 
creativity and diligence in re-
gards to both the pictures they 
drew and their explanation of 
why that person was a role model 
to them. I believe Hilary Clinton, 
Sonya Sotomayor and the other 
names mentioned would be glad 
to know they have been such an 
inspiration to the children in our 
community” said Benedetto. 

The program will continue 
throughout the month of March, 
and Benedetto anticipates contin-
ued participation from the chil-
dren in the community.

Mark your calendars now 
to insure that you join Temple 
Hatikva for its Seder being held 
on the second night of Passover, 
Saturday, April 7 at 6 p.m.

The Seder will include a full, 
traditional and Kosher Passover 
meal along with the reading of 
the Hagaddah.  

Temple Hatikva has put 
together a special Hagaddah 
for this Passover that’s sure to 
please the young and old alike.

The cost for the Passover 
Seder is only $18 per person, but 
reservations and payments must 
be made no later than March 30.  

To reserve your space, just 
include your name, address, 
telephone number and e-mail 
address, along with a check or 
money order payable to Temple 
Hatikva.  

Mail all the information 
and payments to:  Temple Hatik-
va, 1526 Williamsbridge Road, 
Bronx, New York 10461.

Temple Hatikva is located at 
2440 Esplanade.  

The synagogue can be 
reached at (718) 792-1109 or at 
www.TempleHatikva.com.

OVERSATURATION

Allerton community 
fi ghts group home 

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
A plan proposed by the Puer-

to Rican Family Institute Inc. for 
an individualized residential al-
ternative for seven young adults 
with development disabilities at 
2726 Yates Avenue has the sur-
rounding community concerned 
for several reasons. 

A public meeting to discuss 
the matter was held on Tuesday, 
March 6 at P.S. 121.

“The community came out 
and they all protested this hous-
ing,” co-chairman of Communi-
ty Board 11 Joe Thompson said. 
“The major contention of the 
people had was that the building 
they are proposing to use is too 
small. People were concerned 
that the staff will take up too 
much parking, their children 
would not be safe around the 
residents, that their property 
values will suffer, and finally 
that the education qualification 
required by staff members is not 
enough.”

According to Thompson, he 
feels that the community does 
not know much about the type of 
facility being proposed and that 
is why residents are contesting 
it. 

The home, which will house 
seven individuals with mental 
disabilities ranging from autism 
to severely low I.Q.s, is a three-
story building with five bed-
rooms and two bathrooms. 

“What the facility does, ba-
sically, is teaches these people 
how to care for themselves,” 
Thompson said. 

“It is kind of impossible for 
them to take care of themselves. 
They cannot go outside by them-
selves; they can’t go to the store 
by themselves; they will always 
be under constant supervision. 
This is why I think there really 
is no cause for people to be con-
cerned.”

According to Thompson, five 
staff members will be on duty at 
all times to supervise those liv-
ing in the facility. 

The Community Board, 
Thompson said, had no problems 
concerning the proposal. 

“This group also runs an-
other facility at 3050 Laconia 
Avenue,” Thompson said. “It is 
the exact same type of facility. 
I’ve taken a look at their opera-

tion, and it is an excellently run 
facility. The property is well 
kept. The staff is very good, and 
the occupants seem to be getting 
along very well. The concerns of 
community members have to do 
with things they have no way of 
gauging. To them, you bring a 
home like this and it will disrupt 
the community and take up all of 
the parking, but these people are 
not dangerous, they are not even 
able to go out by themselves.”

According to Thompson, 
there has never been a case 
where a facility like the one be-
ing proposed has decreased 
property values.

Community Board 11 was 
expected to meet on Tuesday, 
March 13, to vote either to ap-
prove or deny the proposal. 

“This is a good institution, 
and these are good people,” 
Thompson said. “People just 
don’t understand how this whole 
thing works; it’s really not an is-
sue. I look at this as a family mov-
ing in. We’ve got some problems 
within all of our families, but in 
this case you have more people 
to control that family than you 
normally would. It should be 
an interesting conversation on 
Tuesday.” 

Senator Jeff Klein said his 
office is looking into claims 
made by members of the commu-
nity that the area is oversaturat-
ed with these types of facilities.

“My office is closely moni-
toring this proposed site,” said 
Senator Klein. “We’ve been in 
touch with OPWDD (Office for 
People with Developmental Dis-
abilities) regarding this location 
and to check if indeed oversatu-
ration of the area does exist. 
We’ll be sharing our findings 
with the community board.”

What the facility 
does, basically, is 

teaches these people 
how to care for 

themselves.
Joe Thompson
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BY RAPHAEL S.
The PPNA Meeting 
To End the Bronx 
Park Barbeques

Spring and Summer 
are just around the corner. 
For many that spurs scenes 
of serene, picturesque 
breezy nights, with fam-
ily and loved ones at their 
sides. Maybe taking a walk 
on Pelham Parkway in the 
company of century-old Lin-
dens, Sweetgums, and Oaks. 
Or maybe suiting up for an 
energetic game of hoops in 
the newly-renovated Bronx 
Park East basketball courts 
near Bronxdale Avenue. But 
for others, a foreboding feel-
ing rises from the pits (pun 
intended) of their stomachs. 
For them, warm weather 
means one thing: barbecues, 
barbecues, barbecues.

For those of us who live 
by or regularly stroll along 
Bronx Park East, one un-
bearable element that Sum-
mer brings is thick, dense, 
unbearable smoke from 
crowded barbecue pits; clog-
ging lungs and suffocating 
sight during weather that 
is sticky and humid enough 
to begin with. Be it in the 
wooded area by Waring Ave. 
or near the Bronx Park East 
fields near Lydig Avenue, 
residents have been baffled 
with the non-existent effort 
of the Parks Department to 
adequately deal with this 
quality-of-life issue, as well 
as public safety issue. It has 
left many of us at the PPNA 
to throw our hands up in the 
air and say this:

Does a tree have to catch 
fire in order to get the Bronx 
Parks Division to more ag-
gressively enforce limits on 
barbecuing?

Now, we empathize with 
those whose families want 
to enjoy the warm, beautiful 
days outside in the company 
of Bronx Park East’s gallant 
Maples and Pin Oaks; and 
some sizzling Frankfurters 
to boot. But there is a proper 
place for everything. 

  Barbecuing is not al-

lowed in Bronx Park East, 
according to posted signage 
and rules in parks north 
as well as south of Pelham 
Parkway. It’s really quite 
clear. no barbecuing.

Places such as Pel-
ham Bay Park and Orchard 
Beach offer a much more 
suitable, expansive, and safe 
area for people to exercise 
their grilling techniques. In 
addition to it actually being 
allowed in these particular 
parks. 

The dense gatherings of 
hundreds of picnic-goers and 
birthday-party entourages 
in Bronx Park East creates a 
hazard for residents in, and 
within the vicinity of, the 
area being used.

 If they live across the 
street from the barbeque, 
they are forced to shut their 
windows to prevent the thick 
smoke from enveloping their 
apartment and further thick-
ening the unbearably humid 
summer air. They are also 
forced to live on-edge, being 
constantly haunted with 
the fear that a tree may in-
deed catch fire, and create 
a frighteningly dangerous 
situation. 

If they are taking a walk 
or maybe want to pause to 
read a book on a park bench, 
they feel a sense of antago-
nism to those who seeming-
ly don’t exercise restraint in 
being aware of the limits of 
space when conducting their 
cooking exhibition. 

These frustrations with 
the dangers and unbear-
able sight of over-crowded 
pits has finally reached it’s 
tipping point, and it also 
has reached it’s target: The 
Parks Department.

Next week, at our 
monthly Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
meeting, Ray Acosta, man-

ager of the Bronx Park East 
Park that extends up to Pel-
ham Parkway North, will 
be on hand to hear the com-
plaints, as well as possible 
solutions, from Community 
residents like you and I, in 
order that we arrive at some 
sort of consensus as to what 
can be done to pre-empt the 
start of another summer 
barbecue fiasco.

  So, if you are one of 
the Pelham Parkway or 
Bronx Park East Residents 
who have been fed up with 
the complacency and inef-
fectiveness of the Parks De-
partment in dealing with 
this issue, well it’s time to 
stop sitting on your hands. 
Every individual voice 
counts! And we need you to 
show up Tuesday, March 20, 
to tell those who have the 
authority to ameliorate this 
mess, that Bronx residents 
deserve their quality-of-life 
in the summer months as 
well!

We live in a city of 
many upside and downsides. 
Beautiful, expansive parks; 
numerous activities and 
cultural events to engage 
in. These things make us 
proud to call Pelham Park-
way, the Bronx, and NYC in 
general, home. But to have 
such ineffective rules and 
follow-through governing 
Bronx parks, making citi-
zens actually ominous and 
shuddering at the thought 
of the commencement of the 
brilliant summer months.....
Well that is unacceptable!

Stand up for your com-
munity and your inherent 
right as a resident of Pelham 
Parkway, and the Bronx, to a 
serene, calm and endearing 
Summer season that Every-
one can enjoy. Well, maybe 
except the seagulls. But hey, 
they don’t pay rent and prop-
erty taxes you know!

 So we’ll see you at the 
meeting on Tuesday, March 
20, at 7 p.m. in Bronx House 
at 900 Pelham Parkway 
South, right? Hope so! Be 
there.

Mt. Carmel to hold St. Joseph’s Pasta Nite
Our Lady of Mt. Car-

mel Church Development 
Committee will be holding 
its 3rd Annual St. Joseph 
Pasta Night on Saturday, 
March 24, at 7 p.m.  All the 
food will be freshly cooked 
by its talented committee 
and faculty members of the 

parish school. 
There will be live en-

tertainment to dine and 
dance to provided by Char-
lie Russo and his Trio sing-
ing songs from Frank Si-
natra, Tony Bennett, Dean 
Martin and more.  Charlie 
is an Arthur Avenue na-

tive and a former student of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
School. 

For Tickets or more 
information go to www.
ourladymtcarmelbx.org, 
call the rectory at (718) 295-
3770 or email OLMCDEV-
COMM@AOL.COM. 

Shamrocks line TN for parade
From page 1

Scheme bilked 100s from savings
From page 1

On December 6, 2011, 
Malecki Law filed a group 
civil complaint with the 
Financial Industry Regu-
latory Authority against 
MetLife Securities, worth 
over $4 million. 

The complaint alleges 
that MetLife Securities 
“failed to provide adequate 
and meaningful supervi-
sion over their branch of-
fice, allowing one of their 
registered representatives, 
Robert Henry Van Zandt, to 
solicit and sell unregistered 
securities to, defraud and 
steal from the claimants in 
a Ponzi scheme through his 
position as the owner of the 
Van Zandt Agency, a branch 
office of the respondent as 
prominently featured on 
business cards and else-
where.”

The complaint also al-
leges that Robert Henry 
Van Zandt built up trust 
among his customers, and 

used brochures to solicit 
them to invest their nest 
eggs through him with as-
surances of annual returns 
starting at 9 percent. It al-
leges that, in actuality, they 
were putting their money 
into a Ponzi scheme and 
that MetLife Securities 
failed to exercise the nec-
essary oversight to prevent 
that from taking place.

The amount of the com-
plaint filed has seen grown 
to $9 million, according to 
Malecki. 

“We understand from 
the D.A.’s office that there 
were hundreds of people 
and $35 million involved,” 
Malecki said. “We have 43 
investors and have spoken 
to close to 100 investors.”

According to Malecki, 
MetLife has filed an answer 
and a motion to dismiss cer-
tain people from the claim.

“We are confident that 
we will defeat any motion to 
dismiss because there was 

activity in this scheme going 
on during which Van Zandt 
was registered at MetLife,” 
she said. “One thing we un-
covered, that we felt that 
should have been a huge red 
flag for MetLife, was that 
Van Zandt was terminated 
from his previous employer 
for failing to notify them of 
his outside business prac-
tices. The other thing we un-
covered was that Van Zandt 
was previously involved in 
a Ponzi scheme in the 80s. 
I don’t understand how, if 
they did a full compliance 
review, they weren’t able to 
find that information out, if 
we found it out. We feel that 
MetLife could have stopped 
this.”

Van Zandt was unavail-
able for comment March 13. 
Met Life Securities has is-
sued a “no coment” state-
ment regarding the case and 
was unavailable for further 
comment. 

to watch the parade. The 
weather was sunny with 
a wee chill familiar to the 
Irish climate.

Joining grand marshals 
Justice Douglas McKeon and 
Regina Gallagher-Marengo 
and honored clergy Sr. Bridg-
et O’Sullivan, were elected 
officials including Congress-
man Joseph Crowley, Comp-
troller John Liu, Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr., 
Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Scott Stringer, Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto, 
and Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca, marching and riding 
along the parade route. 

“I love it; this day is 
just superb and we couldn’t 
have prayed for more beau-
tiful weather,” McKeon 
said. “To share it with my 
neighbors as something 
that is a symbol of what it is 
to be a Bronxite is quite an 
honor.” 

Among the organiza-
tions, groups and busi-
nesses marching in the 
parade were Throggs Neck 
Home Owners Associa-
tion, Chippewa Democratic 
Club, Fancy Feet, St. Bren-
dan’s School, Villa Maria 

Academy, P.S. 14, First Lu-
theran Church Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts 182, P.S. 
71 cheerleaders, Monsi-
gnor Scanlan High School, 
Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association, Westchester 
Square Merchants Associa-
tion, P.S. 304, Throggs Neck 
Girls Softball League, Pres-
ton High School, Warriors 
Cheerleaders, St. Frances 
de Chantal, 45th Precinct 
Explorers, P.S. 72, St. Bene-
dict’s parish, St. Raymond 
Academy for Girls, Country 
Club Civic Association, Iona 
College, Manhattan College, 
Fort Schuyler House, New 
York Community Bank, 
Guys and Dolls, and Liberty 
Tax Service, among others. 

The parade serves a 
fundamental need in the 
community by providing an 
opportunity for everyone to 
come together, said Com-
munity Board 10 district 
manager Kenneth Kearns. 

“The parade is an op-
portunity for the people 
of Throggs Neck to show 
their pride in their commu-
nity, and to enjoy a commu-
nal celebration with their 
neighbors,” Kearns said. 

The parade has grown 
immensely since first be-

ing founded by a committee 
comprised of members of 
the Throggs Neck Benevo-
lent Association 14 years 
ago, Vacca said, adding that 
when he was district man-
ager at CB 10, the kernel for 
the idea that became the pa-
rade came out of a meeting 
he held at the board office. 

“The TNBA has been 
the nucleus of the group that 
is getting this parade bigger 
and bigger every year,” Vac-
ca said. “I am glad that this 
has put Throggs Neck on 
the map in a very big way. 
People from all over, includ-
ing out of town, come here 
to enjoy the parade and eat 
in our restaurants.” 

The parade has in-
cluded a diverse array of 
community groups from its 
inception, said Joseph Car-
rozza, a Morris Park resi-
dent who marched with his 
Knights of Columbus chap-
ter from the first parade in 
1998 to 2006. 

“It is a wonderful pa-
rade for the Irish and every-
one who is Irish today,” said 
spectator and Throggs Neck 
resident Marie Christian. 
“St. Patrick’s is a blessed 
day and it is beautiful to see 
everyone participating.”   
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“He [Tim McCarthy] did everything we asked him 
to do. He rebounded, he was fantastic defensively, 
and he was the key to the game for us.”
VIC QUIROLO.....................................................................PAGE 52

Dynamic duo propels Mott Haven

O’Hara ends Preston’s playoff run in ‘B’ state fi nal

Continued on page 54 Continued on page 54

$100 million can’t 
buy good pitching

Continued on page 54

BY BOB CONNOLLY
A Peyton Pipe Dream
Ian O’Connor (ESPN.com) 

looked at the NY Jets thoughts 
about going after, free agent, Pey-
ton Manning and wrote: “The 
owner, GM, and head coach swore 
Sanchez would be their guy for 
years and years to come. So now 
two AFC Championship Game 
appearances and one .500 season 
later, they’re going to junk the 
program because an aging, rusty, 
recovering quarterback just 
threw a series of tight spirals on 
the campus of Duke? 

But he’s old, banged up, and 
a short-term response to a long-
term championship drought. The 
Jets don’t need a better, more ac-
countable version of Favre.

They need Mark Sanchez to 
keep growing into the quarter-
back they drafted him to be.

It Was Worthwhile
The game between the 

Knicks and the Celtics played 
on 3/5 was an exhausting one to 
watch. It was reminiscent of the 
Bradley-Havlicek wars of a differ-
ent time.

This game was filled with 
changes in momentum, lead 
changes, clutch shots by both 
sides, and non-stop action.

It’s just too bad Boston won 
115-111. 

Conversations
Bruce Jenkins (SF Chron-

icle) passed along these chats, 
“Casey Jacobsen isn’t so sure the 

BY MIKE SMOLLINS
Preston’s storybook postsea-

son run came to a screeching halt 
on Saturday.

One day removed from win-
ning its first city championship, 
the Panthers attempt to win its 
first state title was stymied by 
Cardinal O’Hara (Buffalo). The 
Hawks used size and strong phys-
ical play to keep Preston’s offense 
in check en route to a 56-41 vic-

tory in the CHSAA Class B girl’s 
basketball State championship 
game at Christ the King HS in 
Middle Village.

The Panthers had a tough 
time playing with the physical 
defense Cardinal O’Hara brought 
to the game..

“We struggled offensively 
and got off to a rocky start,” said 
junior Jessica Signore who put 
up seven points in the loss. “We 

haven’t been this far in awhile 
and we wanted to win this but 
hopefully next year we can do 
it.”

Preston (25-6) never led in 
the game as both teams were 
sluggish on offense throughout 
the first half, and the Panthers 
defense-first attitude was over-
shadowed by Cardinal O’Hara’s 
defensive presence. The Panthers 
couldn’t get an offensive groove 

going, and allowed the Hawks to 
go on a 7-0 run in the first quarter 
eventually leading to a 26-12 half-
time lead for Cardinal O’Hara.

“They were very deep and 
very physical,” said Preston head 
coach John Martin. “I don’t think 
we’re used the physical play and 
it took us awhile to adjust to it. 
They’re very up-tempo as well.”

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Share on emailShare on face-

bookMore Sharing ServicesMore 
Print

Taquan Givens was looking 
at schools in New Jersey. Hakeem 
Grant planned on contributing for 
John F. Kennedy.

For different reasons, both 
ended up at Mott Haven – Givens 
remained there and Grant was 
placed at the Bronx school after 
he was involved in a fight at Ken-
nedy.

Together, they have formed 
a potent 1-2 punch and after Sun-
day’s sparkling fourth quarter 
performance, have the Mavericks 
one win from a PSAL Class A city 
title.

“Sometimes the basketball 
gods smile down on you,” Mott 
Haven coach Doug Porter said af-
ter the top-seeded Mavericks took 
down No. 4 Bedford Academy, 69-
58, at CCNY in Harlem Sunday 
night. “We got some lucky breaks 
along the way. We would have a 
hard time winning without those 
two.”

Givens, a slick sophomore 
point guard who plays major AAU 
ball with the New York Gauchos, 
scored 14 of his game-high 28 
points in the fourth quarter while 
Grant followed with 18 points and 
10 rebounds while battling Bed-
ford’s ‘AA’-sized front line.

It’s hard to say which shots 
were bigger, Givens’ back-to-back 
3-pointers to put Mott Haven ahead 
for good midway through the final 
quarter or Grant’s basket inside 
and 3-pointer to extend the lead to 
six with 2:30 left.

“Those were money,” said 
Porter, who guided South Bronx to 
the ‘A’ final two years ago, where 
he fell to Bedford. “They really 
turned the tide.”

In a game full of runs, Mott 
Haven (26-5) had the last one, a 
19-5 spurt to close the contest out. 
Givens was brilliant in that time, 
starting the burst with the con-
secutive 3-pointers and making all 
six of his free-throw attempts.

“I hit the shots when it count-
ed,” he said. “I had confidence. I 
knew the first [3-pointer] was go-
ing in just by the spin of it. That 
gave me even more confidence to 
take the next shot.”

Neil Veira had 16 points to 
lead Bedford (24-6), which has lost 
in the ‘A’ semis the last two years, 
Sean Snagg had 13 points and Dar-
ien Best 12.

After a splendid first half in 
which he scored 12 points to help 
Mott Haven take a 32-21 lead in the 
locker room, Givens struggled in 
the third. Bedford put 6-foot-5 for-
ward Ellis Everett on him and the 
senior’s length was bothersome.

In that time, Bedford put to-
gether a 16-1 spurt, using its size 
and turning up the defensive in-
tensity, to grab a 49-43 advantage 
entering the fourth. Mott Haven 
inched closer until Givens and 
Grant closed it out.

Grant was planning to play for 
legendary Kennedy coach Johnny 
Mathis before he was involved in 
a fight and his mother took him 
out of the Bronx powerhouse. As a 
freshman, Givens didn’t play high 
school basketball of any kind. Mott Haven’s Taquan Givens poured in 28 points as the Mavericks kncoked off 

Bedford Academy, 69-58, in the PSAL Class A semifinals.

Photo by Robert Cole
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PSAL Class AA Boys notebook

Wings fall hard

Continued on page 54

McCarthy, Iona continue ride, 
winning CHSAA ‘A’ state crown

BY MIKE MCAVOY
Iona Prep’s Tim McCa-

rthy played the game of his 
life.

That’s according to 
Gaels coach Vic Quirolo. 
McCarthy, on the other 
hand, takes solace in one 
thing, the fact that he gets 
to play another game in an 
Iona uniform.

“Maybe it was the best 
game of my life,” McCarthy 
said. “I just know I didn’t 
want it to be the last game 
of my life.”

Iona Prep defeated St. 
John the Baptist, 65-51, in 
the CHSAA Class A boys 
basketball state champion 
game Saturday at Ford-
ham University. The clock 
struck midnight for Cinder-
ella St. John the Baptist, but 
the Gaels earned the right 
to keep dancing after their 
championship victory.

That’s exactly what 
they did. Once the buzzer 
sounded, McCarthy and his 
teammates rushed over to 
the student section, to par-
take in the celebration. The 
faithful Gaels fans contin-
ued their “white out,” pack-
ing the stands at the Rose 
Hill Gym donning white 
t-shirts.

“This is a lot of fun,” 
McCarthy smiled. “I don’t 
know if I’ve ever seen so 
many fans at one of our 
games.”

McCarthy did not dis-
appoint them, scoring 17 
points in the game, but it 
wasn’t all about the scoring 
that impressed Quirolo.

“He did everything we 
asked him to do today,” Qui-
rolo said. “He rebounded, 
he was fantastic defensive-
ly, and he was the key to the 
game for us.”

McCarthy drew the 
daunting task of being 
matched up with St. John 
the Baptist’s sophomore cen-
ter Kyle Williams. Fresh off 
a game in which he poured 
in 34 points and grabbed 32 
rebounds. McCarthy and 
the Gaels kept him in check, 
getting him into early foul 
trouble and limiting him to 
three points on the night.

The Cougars were able 
to remain close with the 

Iona Prep’s Tim McCarthy had 17 points to lead the Gaels to their 
second CHSAA Class A state title in four years.

Photo by Denis Gostev

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Billy Turnage stood 

outside his team’s locker 
room in the bowels of Car-
nesecca Arena motionless 
and expressionless.

The Wings Academy 
coach hardly had words 
to express his disappoint-
ment after the fourth-seeded 
Wings’ heartbreaking 72-68 
loss to No. 1 Thomas Jeffer-
son in the PSAL Class AA 
semifinals Saturday night.

He watched his team 
play its best game in months, 
take it to favored Jefferson, 
lead by eight points in the 
third quarter and by four 

with under a minute remain-
ing. Yet, here he was again 
explaining a third straight 
semifinal loss.

“This is a game we 
should’ve won,” he said.

From star senior Justin 
Jenkins’ brilliant 23-point 
performance to the end-
to-end play of junior wing 
Jaequan Brown (14 points) 
and the inspired effort from 
forward Steven Gomez, 
Wings’ marquee players 
produced.

Reserve Francisco In-
fante provided a spark off 
the bench and though he 

Wings Academy’s Justin Jenkins scored 23 points in Saturday’s 
heartbreaking 72-68 loss to Thomas Jefferson in the PSAL Class 
AA semifinals.

Photo by Denis Gostev

Gaels throughout the first 
half, only trailing 33-27 go-
ing into halftime. But it was 
the defensive prowess of 
the Gaels that helped them 
build a lead in the second 
half. In the third quarter, 
Iona Prep extended its lead 
to 50-33, only allowing the 

Cougars to score just six 
points in the quarter.

Iona Prep would keep 
its foot on the gas, extend-
ing the lead to as much as 21 
points in the fourth, going 
up 58-37 with 5:50 remain-
ing.

McCarthy wasn’t the 

only one who stepped up 
defensively. Senior Felix 
Abongo (14 points) rose to 
the challenge of filling in 
for fellow senior, Kevin 
Conroy, who left in the first 
quarter with an injury and 
did not return.

“Usually Conroy is our 
glue,” said Quirolo. “He’s 
our best defender, but when 
he went down, Felix took 
his spot.”

That spot was guarding 
the Cougars junior guard 
Vincent Abbondola, a play-
er who the Gaels targeted in 
their practices, and decided 
that they weren’t going to 
let beat them.

“We’ve been working 
on stopping him all week,” 
Abongo said. “Kevin was 
doing a good job on him 
early, but he went down and 
I had to step in. It’s a team 
effort.”

The Gaels’ team ef-
fort held Williams to two 
points. Although Iona Prep 
was able to take both Wil-
liams and Abbondola out of 
the game, the Cougars (7-16) 
got a tremendous effort out 
their freshman guard, Tav-
on Ginyard, who poured in 
34 points to lead all scorers.

Iona Prep (24-3), which 
won its second champion-
ship in the last four years, 
will now head up to Albany 
for the New York State Fed-
eration tournament. McCa-
rthy is relishing over what 
his team accomplished and 
the work they still have to 
do.

“Knowing you only 
have maybe one more game 
left,” McCarthy said, “it 
makes you a pretty danger-
ous team. … Felix is the 
only one who’s going to play 
in college. So we all have a 
chip on our shoulder’s, we 
don’t want to go out.”

McCarthy, a pitcher 
for Iona Prep, is committed 
to play baseball for Temple 
next year. He is willing to 
put his baseball season on 
hold for the Gaels’ run.

“I think I’m missing 
our Florida trip for base-
ball,” McCarthy laughed. 
“But you know what, this is 
a once in a lifetime opportu-
nity.”
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Teammates Dingle, Okoro lead St. Raymond’s to title
BY MARC RAIMONDI

Share on emailShare on 
facebookMore Sharing Ser-
vicesMore Print

Kerwin Okoro and Dan-
iel Dingle met at midcourt. 
Okoro jumped onto Dingle, 
who tackled his longtime 
teammate down to the floor.

“It hurt, but I’m numb 
to the pain right now,” Okoro 
said. “I’ve never been this 
happy in my life.”

The pair, who have 
played together since sixth 
grade, stuck with one anoth-
er through impossible times. 
Early in their St. Raymond 
careers, six players trans-
ferred out of the Bronx school 
in the span of two seasons. 
The ship seemed to be sink-
ing. Dingle and Okoro never 
wavered, trusting coach Oli-
ver Antigua and each other.

On Sunday, the two were 
rewarded for their loyalty in 
a big way.

Okoro and Dingle, two 
of the city’s top players, led 
St. Ray’s to a 66-58 win over 
Holy Cross at Fordham Uni-
versity for the program’s 
first CHSAA Class AA inter-
sectional title since 2004. In 
front of a sellout crowd, the 

Iowa State-bound Okoro had 
21 points, 10 rebounds and six 
blocks and Dingle, headed to 
Temple, had 11 points, 10 re-
bounds and six assists.

“This group has ce-
mented their name in St. 
Raymond’s history,” Antigua 
said. “It’s special because of 
what we went through.”

It wasn’t easy when Din-
gle and Okoro were sopho-
mores together on the varsity 
going through growing pains. 
All the senior stars had fled 
and it was up to them to keep 
the program afloat.

“There was a point I was 
definitely thinking about 
leaving,” Dingle said. “I was 
like, what’s going on? But 
[Antigua] said things were 
gonna work out. I trusted 
him.”

Added Okoro: “Really, 
that was a blessing in dis-
guise. If that didn’t happen, 
maybe we wouldn’t be here 
right now.”

St. Raymond (21-9), 
which has won eight straight 
after a blowout loss to Car-
dinal Hayes, will meet the 
PSAL champion in the New 
York State Federation Class 
AA semifinals March 23 at 

the Times Union Center in 
Albany. But first the Ravens 
can bask in the glow of bring-
ing the elite program back to 
the level it had reached six 
times previously: city cham-
pions.

“They leave with this 
[title] under their belts,” said 
junior guard Shane Rector, 
who had 16 points.

The 6-foot-5 Okoro, who 
was awarded playoff MVP, 
made every big basket, in-
cluding a pair of free throws 
when Cross (24-5) creeped 
within 54-52 with 3:09 left. 
He was draped all over Holy 
Cross senior guard Will Da-
vis (21 points) in the second 
half, limiting his effective-
ness after halftime.

“The guy who’s been 
with me for four years had 
the biggest game of the sea-
son – of his career,” Antigua 
said.

Dingle, on other hand, 
struggled with his shot, but 
deferred nicely to his team-
mates, facilitating instead of 
scoring. Afterward he spoke 
a lot about sacrifice, includ-
ing staying with the program 
during the tough times.

“Those guys who left 

didn’t sacrifice,” Dingle said. 
“I made it.”

Antigua has now won 
three city titles as head coach 
and two more as an assistant. 
St. Ray’s has seven now total. 
The other two also featured 
Antiguas – his oldest brother 
Orlando, now an assistant 
with John Calipari at Ken-
tucky, was on the 1991 cham-

pionship team and his middle 
brother Omar won in ’93.

“So as long as you have 
an Antigua, you’ll win,” the 
10th-year head man said with 
a laugh.

It didn’t hurt to have 
Dingle and Okoro, that’s 
for sure. Dingle said Okoro 
was complaining about his 
leg hurting in the postgame 

scrum.
“Shut up,” Dingle said 

he told his teammate with a 
laugh.

He busted out laughing 
when asked about Dingle 
tackling him to the floor.

“That’s my brother,” 
Okoro said. “I knew I was 
gonna be his first target when 
the buzzer sounded.”

Kerwin Okoro had 21 points to lead St. Raymond to the CHSAA Class AA intersectional title.

Photo by Marc Raimondi

St. Margaret’s of 
Cortona wins CYO 
Tyro Division title

St Margaret of Cor-
tona in Riverdale wins the 
Bronx County CYO Tyro 
Division championship 
game.  

Two years ago they 
competed against Villa 
Maria Academy in the 
championship game after 
an unbelievable quadruple 
overtime, heartbreaking 
loss by one point.

 After a 23-2 season, 
which consisted of 25 regu-
lar games, one tournament 
game and untold practices, 
which led them to the cham-
pionship game on Sun-
day, March 4 at Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel gym, St 
Margaret’s of Cortona was 
trailing by five at halftime, 
showing unbelievable re-
silience, came back against 
a very talented St Clare’s 
team to win by a score of 
38 to 27 in an exhillerating 
game.

Zodiacs track club honors award-winning athletes
BY WINSTON DINKINS
On Saturday, March 10, 

the Zodiacs held their annual 
banquet.  The Parent Com-
mittee and parents put to-
gether an outstanding affair.  
Christina Forde, parent of 
athlete Alex Scott, did an ex-
cellent job decorating the au-
ditorium.  The parents made 
a dish or donated beverages.  
Every athlete received a 16-

inch participation trophy.  
Four Barnes and Noble 

gift cards were given to the 
athletes with the best essay 
on “Why Education Is So 
Important”.  Seven educa-
tion trophies were given to 
athletes who maintain a high 
grade point average.  Plus, 
the 2011 Most Improve Girl 
and Boy Athlete and 2011 
Most Valuable Athlete Girl 

and Boy were awawrded.  
The winners for the 

essay contest were Tyron 
Ingram, Teje Nelson, Zaria 
Wright and Jasmyn Phil-
lips.  The winners for the 
education awards were Sade 
Fullard, Josephine Kend-
all, Shane Cherry, Keenan 
Thomas, Michael Rogers, 
Jasmyn Phillips and Jacque-
line Kendall.  

The 2011 Most Improve 
Athletes were Jaelah Eargle 
for the girls and Darius Gor-
don for the boys.  This is a 
great achievement. It shows 
the hard work these athletes 
put in day after day.   

The 2011 Most Valuable 
Athletes of the year were Aa-
liyah Wajid for the girls and 
Julian Coley for the boys.  To 
be the Most Valuable Athlete 
on the Zodiacs Track Team is 
an outstanding achievement.  
Aaliyah and Julian had a 
banner year. Eight-year old 
Juilan, is the youngest ath-
lete to win this protégés 
award.   Julian places in the 
top 3 in most cross country 
meets.  He was one of a few 
athletes from the Zodiacs 
who qualified for the 2011 
AAU and USATF National 
Cross Country Champion-
ship.  He also qualified for the 
AAU 2011 AAU National Ju-
nior Olympics.  Once, Julian 
went in-doors, he used that 
strength from running Cross 
Country and turned it into 

speed.  Julian dominated the 
Sub-Bantam Division in the 
55 meter and 200 meter dash.   
But, his hardest test was the 
Fastest Kid race at the 105 
Millrose Games. Julian qual-
ified for the Millrose Games 
with a 4th place finish.  

But, he wasn’t satisfied 
with just making it to the 
105th Millrose Games.  Ju-
lian won the Fastest Kid race, 
beating the best eight year 
old and younger boys from 
the tri-state area. 

Aaliyah, the girls Most 
Valuable Athlete, was one of 
the two athletes who medaled 
at the 2011 AAU National 
Junior Olympics with a 5th 
place finish in the 3000 meter 
run.  Then she won the 2011 
AAU Cross Country National 
Championship in Orlando, Fl 
and qualified for the USATF 
Cross Country Champion-
ship.  Aaliyah was able to win 
enough points from the other 
weeks to earn her a spot for 
the Colgate finals at Madison 
Square Garden.  

Coaches with Most Improved and Most Valuable Athletes award winners 
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4 Pipe Dreams: Little basketball league; no cheering
From page 51

O’Hara ends Preston’s ‘B’ state playoff hopes
From page 51

Duo propels Mott Haven
From page 51

Fouls doom Whitehead
From page 52

J.R. Smith experiment will 
work in New York. Jacob-
sen, the former Stanford 
star who played with Smith 
in New Orleans, wrote this 
for Slamonline.com: “We 
were a bad team, full of 
me-first guys, but he took 
the crown. I’d never seen 
a guy so intent on shooting 
the ball every time it hit his 
hands, and I’m sure I never 
will again.”              
Little Basketball League

I’d like to see a pro-
basketball league with 
a max height of six feet. 
ESPN.com’s Ian O’Connor 
cited Bob Cousey as saying, 
““The game of basketball 
over the years has been 
associated with big peo-
ple,” Cousy said from his 
home in West Palm Beach, 
Fla., “but what separates 
the men from the boys is 
speed and quickness, and 
I saw that Lin has both in 
abundance.” Of course, 
Lin would be too tall for 
my league. Carril’e back-
door plays were things of 
beauty.

There’s No Cheering 
In The Press Box
Bruce Jenkins (SF 

Chronicle) was rooting qui-
etly about, “Roberto Her-
nandez Heredia, the Cleve-
land pitcher who got in 
trouble for using false iden-
tification papers to obtain 
a visa from the Dominican 
Republic. You just have to 
like a guy who changed his 
name to Fausto Carmona                                                                                            

Appropriate
Tampa Bay’s manager 

Joe Madden has attempted 
to build team “chemistry” 

by having his Rays play-
ers wear city-appropriate 
clothing when they travel 
into an opponent’s loca-
tion. They wore grunge 
in Seattle, Beach Boys in 
Anaheim, and dressed as 
Wall Street bankers going 
to NY.

Madden is quietly 
cool. 
Stop Excessive Hold-ups

Gene Collier (Pgh. 
Post- Gazette) suggested 
some ways to stop the 
hold-ups, “Football has a 
play clock; baseball should 
have a pitch clock. Catch 
it, throw it; you’ve got six 
seconds. How much of your 
life have you spent looking 
at Jonathan Papelbon star-
ing in for a sign like some-
one watching a sunset? We 
have the technology to re-
place signs forever. Catch-
ers wear helmets. Put a mic 
in ‘em. Pitchers don’t wear 
helmets, but should. If the 
base coaches standing 
about 90 feet from the hitter 
are required to wear hel-
mets for their own safety, 
why isn’t the pitcher, who 
is about 30 feet closer and 
about eight miles higher on 
the payroll?” 

$100 Million Pitchers 
Not So Good 

John Shea (SF Chroni-
cle) talked about long term 
contracts for pitchers. “The 
success rate of $100 million 
contracts isn’t exactly stel-
lar for pitchers. It’s tremen-
dously risky to commit so 
much for so long when con-
sidering the tremendous 
risk of arm problems.  , For 
example, Johan Santana 
was shut down all of 2011 
with a bum shoulder and 

is trying to bounce back in 
2012. Two years are left on 
his six-year, $137.5 million 
deal.” 
Beer In The Club House

There’s been a lot of 
noise about the Red Sox 
drinking beers in the club 
house during games.

Beer drinking has 
been a part of games for 
ever, it seems but the Sawx 
are a business and drink-
ing during business hours 
at the office would never be 
allowed. It’s not an unusual 
thing for a player to have a 
few beers after a game and 
then get into his car and 
drive home a little tipsy.

Players get paid BIG-
money and shouldn’t be 
upset that owners want to 
protect their investment 
by imposing controls on 
drinking. 

Ahab Of The Red Sox
Wallace Matthews 

(ESPN.com) looked at Val-
entine and wrote, “It’s 
barely been 60 days on the 
job but already, Valentine 
seems more obsessed with 
the Yankees than Ahab was 
with the whale, and we all 
know how that one turned 
out.

Should There Be 
A Winter Season
The MLB players of 

today don’t need to work in 
the off season and come to 
“spring training” already 
in shape to play. So what’s 
the need to head south for 
six weeks? Maybe it’s just 
to give the writers a vaca-
tion. 

Attendance at grape-
fruit/cactus league games 
has jumped from 2400 in 
1976 to 7600 in 2010. The av-

erage price of tickets also 
went up from $1.50 to $30.

The 28-week season 
of 162 games average is 6 
games a week; for a 5-hour 
period of game play and 
prep we have a 30-hour 
work week.

Indications are there 
will be continued increases 
with increased arrivals of 
retired “boomers.”

We might even see the 
advent of more domed sta-
diums that will allow year 
long baseball

Greg Cote’s Bon Mot
“Basketball analyst 

Charles Barkley said the 
most fanatical 20 percent 
of NBA fans should be shot, 
apparently detecting no 
irony in seeing that as the 
solution to crazy behav-
ior.”

Dwight’s Insights 
Dwight Perry sent 

these along: “Disgraced ex-
New York Mets outfielder 
Lenny Dykstra, who plead-
ed no contest to grand theft 
auto and providing a false 
financial statement, has 
been sentenced to three 
years in a California state 
prison.

Or as it’s known in 
baseball circles, he’s going 
yard.”       “Evangelical min-
ister Donnie Moore tore up 
a phone book and rolled up 
a frying pan with his bare 
hands Wednesday as he 
gave the Yankees a spring-
training motivational 
speech.           

Remember when the 
Bronx Bombers’ idea of 
motivation meant George 
Steinbrenner firing the 
manager?”

In the second half, the 
Hawks took full control of 
the game going on an 11-0 
run late in the third while 
keeping Preston off the 
board for nearly seven min-
utes. Preston would eventu-
ally get back onto the score-
board, but Cardinal O’Hara 
ran away with the game in 
the fourth quarter, leading 
by as much as 23 and cruis-
ing to its first state title.

Preston was led by Vic-
toria Sorrell in the loss as 

she put up 12 points. Melis-
sa Cwikla contributed nine 
as Preston was once again 
forced to play without their 
rebound leader Megan Tri-
ano (torn ACL). Meanwhile, 
Aaron Shabazz led the way 
for Cardinal O’Hara with 
14 points while sophomore 
Kelsey McCarthy put up 10.

“We put in a lot of hard 
work and effort,” Shabazz 
said. “This is my senior 
year and I’m glad to go out 
with a bang. To take that 
step forward is really excit-
ing. I had to come through 

for my team and that’s what 
I did.”

Shabazz also added 
six rebounds ensuring the 
Hawks (21-4) first trip to 
the New York State Class 
B Federation Tournament 
upstate in two weeks and 
Cardinal O’Hara was ag-
gressive all game com-
ing up with seven steals 
throughout.

While Cardinal O’Hara 
looks ahead to the tour-
nament, Preston hopes to 
rebound from a tough loss 
and learn from it next year. 

Preston won its first city 
championship in a postsea-
son that they dedicated to 
Margaret Donnelly, a for-
mer player and guidance 
counselor who passed away 
in a car accident last year. 
Donnelly’s influence was a 
key motivator in the Pan-
thers memorable playoff 
run.

While the state cham-
pionship is the furthest 
that Preston have ever 
come, there is plenty of 
optimism that they can go 
even further next season.

Mott Haven didn’t have a 
team. He considered St. Pat-
rick and St. Peter’s Prep, but 
neither was the right oppor-
tunity.

“I’m glad I stayed,” 
he said. “The ball is in my 
hands, I’m making big plays 
down the stretch, Porter 
gives me so much confi-
dence and we’re going to the 
championship.”

The two meshed well 
with South Bronx holdovers 
such as point guard Rob-
ert Lloyd and wing Bright 
Attkorah, not to mention 
newcomer Jessey Okeagu 
(10 points, 20 rebounds) 
emerged as an important 
inside weapon. Despite a 
Bronx A East crown and 
top seed in the ‘A’ playoffs, 

there were doubts whether 
the Mavericks run-and-gun 
style could work this time of 
year.

“It feels like we’re gain-
ing respect,” Porter said. 
“We were the No. 1 seed, 
but I didn’t feel like anyone 
thought we were the favor-
ite.”

They put those doubts 
to rest this week, first by 
holding No. 17 Stevenson to 
eight, fourth-quarter points 
in a come-from-behind win 
in the second round and now 
by rallying past Bedford, the 
team many considered the 
‘A’ favorite, on Sunday.

“I’m so proud of my 
kids,” Porter said. “They 
make that run, they go up 
six, and we gutted it out. 
They just know how to 
win.”

was saddled with foul woes, 
Marvilio Berroa sank a 
huge 3-pointer to spark a 15-
6, fourth-quarter run which 
at the time seemed liked it 
would send Wings to the 
Garden for next Saturday’s 
‘AA’ final.

Instead, Nazai Stokes 
hit a 3 for Jefferson, Gomez 
missed the front end of a 
1-and-1 and Thaddeus Hall 
scored five points in the fi-
nal 7.7 seconds to send Wings 
back to The Bronx dejected.

“It sucks because we get 
this far and we can’t get over 
the hump,” Turnage said.

The fourth-year coach 
did feel his team’s 12 missed 
free throws cost them dear-
ly.

“That’s the ballgame 
right there,” he said.

This was the closest 
Wings has gotten. Two years 
ago, it fell to Boys & Girls by 
24 points and the Kangaroos 
knocked them off by five last 
March. The Wings were not 
only on the doorstep this 
time; they were by the door, 
about to turn the handle. In-
stead, it remained lock.

“We have a lot of ju-
niors, sophomores, fresh-
man, they have a lot of years 
left in high school,” said Jen-
kins, whose future is bright 
with scholarship offers from 
Fairfield, Florida Atlantic, 
LIU and St. Peter’s. “Hope-
fully they get better and they 

get back here.”
Foul trouble to White-

head dooms Lincoln: The 
first foul Isaiah Whitehead 
understood. The second, 
maybe, but the third?

In about two minutes 
of playing time, Lincoln’s 
standout sophomore was 
called for three fouls, two 
on charges. Without his ser-
vices for virtually the entire 
first half, the third-seeded 
Railsplitters trailed No. 2 
Boys High by seven points 
at halftime and never really 
recovered in a 72-63 defeat.

“It was definitely frus-
trating because I didn’t 
think I committed the fouls 
except one,” he said.

Even with Whitehead 
on the floor for most of the 
second half, he couldn’t play 
with his usual aggression 
on either end of the floor. He 
was forced to settle for jump 
shots on the offensive end 
and be particularly careful 
on defense.

“He wasn’t as aggres-
sive,” Boys High junior 
guard Wesley Myers said. 
“He wasn’t playing his 
game.”

Whitehead still scored 
13 points, but it was far from 
his best effort. Despite the 
semifinal loss, an ankle in-
jury which cost him three 
games and academic is-
sues at the season’s outset, 
Whitehead still felt it was a 
successful season. Not that 
losing sits well with him.
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Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)
718-377-6453 • www.morrisparkdental.com

EASY PAYMENT • Insurance accepted toward payment (No Medicaid)
• Claims analyst on premises to assist w/Insurance forms

Most procedures can be 
performed while you relax in a 

soothing twilight sleep

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For exisisting non-
insurance patients

FOR
JUST

WE ACCEPT NO-FAULT & WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIMS
BE SURE TO READ HIS COLUMN “THE DENTAL DIARY” IN THIS PAPER

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 03/31/12 - MUST HAVE COUPON EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ADVANCED WHITENING
ZOOM!
$399

Which includes Take-Home Trays
EXPIRES 03/31/12 - MUST HAVE COUPON

BY DR. WILLIAM WOLFSON
My article this week 

was going to discuss eat-
ing and managing with 
dentures.  I have put that of 
until next week because I 
have had so many requests 
for information about 
acid erosion.  Current TV 
commercials are discuss-
ing acid erosion, and it is 
prompting lots of questions. 
It seems to be a growing 
concern among many adult 
patients.   Am I weakening 
my dental enamel from acid 
erosion? This condition can 
seriously harm a patient’s 
dental health, and unfortu-
nately, many patients don’t 
even know that they’re suf-
fering from acid erosion. So 
Kudo’s to the new TV Ads, 
and here’s the “skinny” on 
this issue.  

 If you’re experiencing 
any of the most common 
symptoms of acid erosion, 
you’ll want to bring this up 
with your dentist. A Den-
tist can help you determine 
what kind of measures and 
steps you need to take in or-
der to maintain strong oral 
health in the face of acid 
erosion. The first symptom 
is that many patients suf-
fering from acid erosion 
will find that their teeth 
are more sensitive than 
they used to be. This is be-
cause the dental enamel is 
weakened, thinned, or soft-
ened, so dental nerves are 
exposed. Another common 
sign thatacid erosion is tak-
ing a toll on your smile, is 
an increased occurrence of 
dental cavities. Teeth suf-
fering from acid erosion are 
less resilient and therefore 
more prone to dental decay 
and infection.

 It’s important to note, 
that although these are 
some common signs of 
acid erosion, sometimes, 
acid erosion can progress 
asymptomatically. This 
is why it’s so important to 
maintain semi-annual pro-
fessional cleanings with 
your dentist. When you 
meet with your dentist he 
or she will be able to objec-
tively evaluate your dental 
enamel and look for signs of 
erosion.

 The reason that I 
used the word “skinny” 
above, is because much of 
the increase in acid ero-
sion problems is linked to 
fad diets.  You need to rec-
ognize the types of foods 
that can cause your teeth 
to be exposed the high con-

centrations of acids.  Slim-
ming diets made up of high 
protein vegetables, a high 
concentration of citrus 
drinks or smoothies. can 
really cause your mouth a 
problem if you don’t work 
to counter the effects of the 
acids.  Like sugars, they re-
main in your mouth until 
removed.

There are some steps 
that you as a patient can 
take to minimize the effect 
of acid erosion on a daily 
basis. The goal of your 
daily acid erosion mainte-
nance routine should be to 
limit the amount of time 
that your dental enamel is 
coated in acidic substances. 
Keep in mind that many 
popular foods and drink 
are producers of acid ero-
sion, especially fruit, fruit 
juices, and soft drinks. So 
when you consume these 
substances, take the time 
to protect your teeth.

Try rinsing your 
mouth out with water after 
consuming an acidic liquid 
or food. When you rinse 
your mouth with water, 
you’ll clear away some of 
the acidic substance, and 
you’ll actually stimulate 
saliva production, which 
naturally helps to neutral-
ize acid and remineralize 
teeth.

 You can also consume 
acidic beverages with a 
straw. The straw will de-
posit the beverage in the 
back of your mouth, allow-
ing you to bypass many of 
your teeth. Many patients 
find that this is an effective 
method with fruit juices.

 You can take control 
of your oral health and pro-
tect your teeth from acid 
erosion. Take that time to 
discuss any of your dental 
concerns with a dental pro-
fessional, your oral hygiene 
plan should fit your lifestyle 
and health needs. Give our 
office a call for more infor-
mation or to schedule an 
appointment.

Just mention this ar-
ticle.  Dr. William Wolfson 
is the director of  Morris 
Park Dental Associates, 
located at 960 Morris Park 
Ave.  Just dial (718) D-R-S-
M-I-L-E or 718-377-6453 to 
schedule an appointment.

Stroke and osteoporosis screenings in the Bronx
Residents living in 

and around the Bronx com-
munity can be screened to 
reduce their risk of having 
a stroke or bone fracture.  
Knights of Columbus will 
host Life Line Screening 
on Tuesday, March 20.  The 
site is located at 3243 Am-
pere Avenue.  

Four key points every 
person needs to know:
• Stroke is the third lead-

ing cause of death and a 
leading cause of perma-
nent disability
• 80% of stroke victims had 
no apparent warning signs 
prior to their stroke
• Preventive ultrasound 
screenings can help you 
avoid a stroke
• Screenings are fast, non-
invasive, painless, afford-
able and convenient

Screenings identify 

potential cardiovascular 
conditions such as blocked 
arteries and irregular 
heart rhythm, abdominal 
aortic aneurysms, and 
hardening of the arter-
ies in the legs, which is a 
strong predictor of heart 
disease. 

A bone density screen-
ing to assess osteoporosis 
risk is also offered and is 
appropriate for both men 

and women.
Packages start at $149.  

All five screenings take 60-
90 minutes to complete.  

For further informa-
tion regarding the screen-
ings or to schedule an 
appointment, call 1-877-
237-1287 or visit www.life-
linescreening.com.  

Pre-registration is re-
quired.
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  WHERE BETTER TO DOUBLE
 OUR SERVICE THAN 
 NEW YORK, NEW YORK?
 100+ NEW DAILY FLIGHTS FROM LGA.

DELTA.COM


