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BY BILL WEISBROD
Even though Councilman 

Larry Seabrook’s corruption case 
ended in a mistrial, better days are 
still a ways off. 

Federal Judge Robert P. Pat-
terson Jr. declared a mistrial on 
Friday, December 9 after jurors 
had deliberated for more than a 
week and were still deadlocked. 
The United States attorney’s office 
plans to retry Seabrook. And resi-
dents of his district, which includes 
Co-op City, Baychester, Edenwald, 
Williamsbridge and Wakefield, say 
they have felt underrepresented in 
the City Council since Seabrook 
was indicted in early 2010. 

The councilman was charged 
with funneling over $1 million in 
public funds to non profits that he 
controlled, using over $600,000 of 
that money to pay relatives and as-
sociates. He was also accused of fil-
ing false expense reports. 

Many residents of the 12th 
District say that, guilty or not, Sea-
brook served the district well after 
his first election in 2001, but he has 
been noticeably absent while deal-
ing with the corruption case. With 
another trial upcoming, that trend 
is likely to continue. 

“I applaud the work that Coun-
cilman Seabrook has done in per-
forming a face lift in some of the ar-

BY VITO SIGNORILE
A Bedford Park bus shelter has 

been restored in time for the winter 
months.

The corner of Paul Avenue and 
West 205th Street has been without 
a bus shelter since May, when the 
MTA took down the shelter and re-
located the bus stop due to nearby 
train yard construction.

The bus stop, which services 
the Bx10 and Bx28 buses, was re-
placed at the corner at the end of the 
summer when construction was 
completed, but the shelter was not 
scheduled to be replaced until May 
2012. 

Local residents began to pub-
licly express concern as the weath-
er became colder and contacted 
city agencies and the Community 
Board 7 office. Councilman Jimmy 

Vacca, who is the chair of the City 
Council Committee on Transpor-
tation, learned of the dilemma and 
immediately contacted the city De-
partment of Transportation and Ce-
musa, the company which provides 
the city with bus shelters.

The shelter was fully restored 
on Friday, December 9 and Vacca, 
along with CB 7 district manager 
Fernando Tirado, joined straphang-
ers on Monday, December 12 to cel-
ebrate the shelter’s restoration.

“After reading about the lack of 
a sufficient bus shelter at this busy 
bus stop, I reached out to Cemusa 
and am very grateful that they re-
sponded right away to rebuild this 
vital shelter,” Vacca said. “With the 
upcoming unpredictable winter, it 
was unacceptable that hundreds of 

Parkchester resident Ziunzun Avalos is all smiles as he rubs elbows with 
Santa Claus during his neighborhood’s tree lighting at Metropolitan 
Oval on Thursday, December 8. The ceremony, which was sponsored by 
Parkchester South Condominium, featured a performance by the Voices 
of Parkchester Children’s Choir, and candy distributed by Mr. Claus 
himself. More photos on page 28. 
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Hunts Point Produce Market receives modernization $$
$29.5 million could kick start needed overhaul

BY BILL WEISBROD
The Hunts Point Termi-

nal Produce Market just re-
ceived a sizeable monetary 
infusion from New York 
State, but full moderniza-
tion of the facility is still a 
long way off. 

On Friday, December 
8, Governor Andrew Cuomo 
announced that the food dis-
tribution hub would receive 
$29.5 million in economic 
development funding, 
which would go towards its 
overhaul. But estimates on 
the total cost of upgrading 
the 44-year-old facility are 
around $300 million.

In June, the city and 
the market’s tenants, who 
operate as a cooperative, 
signed a lease extension 
that will keep it the Bronx 
until 2014. But government 
officials in New Jersey have 
expressed interest in draw-
ing the market across the 
Hudson River. 

Josephine Infante, 
president of the Hunts Point 
Economic Development Cor-

poration, said that the state 
money was reason for opti-
mism.  

“Speaking on behalf of 
myself and the market, it’s 
the beginning of a process,” 
Infante said. 

The funding was part 
of a $785 million state-wide 
economic development ini-
tiative. The Hunts Point 
Terminal Market received 
more of the money than any 
other recipient in the city. 

Infante said she was 
grateful to the state, and 
that she hoped to see contri-
butions from other sources. 

“It’s not about one 
source, its a full package,” 
she said. This is one piece 
of the puzzle. And it’s an im-
portant piece. In these hard 
times, to get anything is a 
miracle.”

Congressman Joe 
Crowley issued a statement 
commending the funding. 
He also called for the federal 
Department of Transporta-
tion to approve the New York 
City Regional Economic De-

velopment Council’s $35 mil-
lion dollar grant application 
that would help modernize 
the delivery process into 
and out of the market. 

“Not only are these 
state funds an investment 
in the Hunts Point Market, 
they are also an investment 
in the entire Bronx commu-
nity. I thank Governor Cuo-
mo and the New York City 
Regional Council for recog-
nizing just how critical a re-
vitalized Hunts Point Mar-
ket is to the Bronx and all of 
New York City and I urge the 
DOT to follow suit,” Crowley 
said in the statement. 

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. also thanked 
the governor for the finan-
cial support. 

“Today’s announce-
ment brings us one step 
closer to maintaining and 
growing one of the largest 
industries of the Bronx,” 
Diaz said. 

Matthew D’Arrigo, 
president of the cooperative, 
said the state funds were a 

step in the right direction. 
He stressed that it would 
be impossible to pinpoint 
the cost of modernizing 
the entire produce market, 
but a lot more money from 
a variety of sources is still 

needed.
“We still have a long 

way to go to get all of the 
funds necessary to put to-
gether the entire project,” 
he said. “But this is a good 
start and shows what is a 

good faith effort on the part 
of the state government to 
get the Hunts Point Market 
redeveloped and make it a 
competitive marketplace for 
the next 30 years.”

The produce market’s entrance.

Photo by Bill Weisbbrod
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Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs
Cane alkers
Bath Rails
Commod Bed Pans
Hospital Beds 
Blood Pressure Machine
Diabetic Supplies

Money Gram
Money Orders
Lotto Instant Ticket
Metro Cards
Phone Cards
Wic Checks

5 cent copies
Fax Service to Anywhere

Doctors can call, fax,
E-Rx (3329554) or email us
new prescriptions at:
secdrugs@yahoo.com

We are proud to offer:
Counseling on prescriptions
10 minute prescription filling
Free blood sugar examination
Yearly customer prescription history
Automatic refill reminder
Compound Rx

(ex. Progesterone Suppository)

We accept:
Medicaid
Medicare Part B and D
Most third party insurance

SECURITY DRUGS

“In my twenty years as a pharmacist, I’m happy to work for 
Security Drugs where they take care of their customers.”

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS Rph Pharmacist

PHARMACY/SURGICAL SUPPLIE DRUG COSMETIC FRAGRANCES VITAMIN HEALTH & BEAUTY

3419 Boston Road (Corner of Fish Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
PH: 718-654-697 Fax: 718-882-4648   www. securitydrugs.com

WINNERS

FREE DELIVERY

Bronx Dance Theater marks 35th year with a twist
BY BILL WEISBROD
Bronx Dance Theatre 

co-founder Neil Goldstein 
has seen many positive 
changes in the 35 years 
since he and his wife found-
ed the dance program, and 
he would like to believe 
he effected some of that 
change. 

“We’ve seen thousands 
of kids, and worked in hun-
dreds of schools,” Goldstein 
said. “We feel that we’ve 
helped develop an atmo-
sphere that allows culture 
to thrive.”

The dance company 
is celebrating three and 
half decades of serving the 
borough’s aspiring danc-
ers with a performance 
of its original show the 
Not’Cracker at Lehman 
High School on Saturday, 
December 18. 

The group started per-
forming the Nutcracker in 
1987, but put its own twist 
on the show in 2008 by in-
corporating other dance 
styles besides ballet. 

The Not’Cracker also 
features hip hop, jazz and 

belly dance. 
“I like the idea of mak-

ing some changes and try-
ing to modernize it and 
give it a different twist,” 
Goldstein said, “It is based 
on the Nutcracker, it is bal-
let based. But the Nutcrack-
er is totally ballet, this is 
not.”

And while Goldstein, 
who lives in Pelham Gar-
dens, enjoys seeing the 
group develop original pro-
ductions, he also loves the 
fact that some of the show’s 
stars are the offspring of 
the Bronx Dance Theatre’s 
original students. 

“One of the things I’m 
very proud of is not only 
do we have generations of 
alumni bringing their chil-
dren but we also have sev-
eral generations of alumni 
on staff,” he said. 

Yvette Williams is one 
of those alums. She now 
teaches at the Bronx Dance 
Theatre.  

“We wanted to open 
it up to our other students 
who don’t take ballet,” she 
said of the motivation be-

hind the Not’Cracker. 
When Williams, 35, 

was a student, she danced 
in eight Nutcracker per-
formances each year. The 
Not’Cracker is only done 
once. 

“Including dress re-
hearsals it was a longer 
process,” she said. “It was 
tiring.”

Williams went on to 
dance professionally, par-
ticipating in tours of Eu-
rope and the United States 
before settling back down 
in the Bronx. 

Bronx Dance Theatre 
serves about 1200 students 
each year. Students prac-
tice out of its Belmont-
area studio, and the group 
also visits borough public 
schools for workshops. 

Goldstein and his wife 
Barbara Klein, a former 
professional ballet dancer, 
founded the company in 
1976. Its first location was 
on Grand Concourse across 
from the Paradise Theater. 

Klein now serves as 
director of artistic develop-
ment. 

Tickets for the 
Not’Cracker are $20 and 

can be purchased online at 
www.bronxdancetheatre.

com or by calling (718) 364-
2725.

A scene from the Not’Cracker. 

Photo courtesy of Bronx Dance Theatre
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Head Start 
program space

Kingsbridge Heights 
Community Center’s Early 
Childhood Services depart-
ment has several openings 
in its half day Head Start 
program for 4 year olds. 

Head Start offers edu-
cational programs for chil-
dren and a wide variety of 
opportunities and support 
services for their families. 

The Head Start pro-
gram offers a safe, caring 
environment where both 
children and parents come 
to learn, grow and achieve. 
The program is absolutely 
free. 

Head Start provides a 
solid foundation for children 
that will impact their aca-
demic life for years to come. 

The program is multi-
lingual Children are pro-
vided with nutritious meals 
and are under constant su-
pervision and care. 

Children born in 2007 
are especially welcome. To 
find out if your child is eli-
gible, contact Batya Novick 
at bnovick@khcc-nyc.org or 
call (718) 884.0700, ext. 159.

New PAL teen center operates from I.S. 229
Drug bust $$ used to fund the program

BY VITO SIGNORILE
A Morris Heights pub-

lic school is getting the sup-
port it needs to keep its stu-
dents safe.

Over the summer, I.S. 
229 Rolan Patterson School 
at 275 Harlem River Park 
Bridge opened the first ever 
Police Athletic League Sum-
mer Street after the city 
Special Narcotics Prosecu-
tor and Bronx District At-
torney’s Officer were able to 
use approximately $175,000 
obtained through two major 
local drug busts to fund the 
program.

The PAL Summer Play 
Street, which provided rec-
reational, cultural, educa-
tional and social activities 
for children in the com-
munity, became at huge 
success at the school. To 
further provide a safe envi-
ronment for local kids, the 
PAL decided to open a Teen 
Impact Center at the school 
that will last until the end of 
the school year.

On Friday, December 
9, members of PAL, SNP 
Bridget Brennan, and Dis-
trict Attorney Robert John-
son, officially opened the 
I.S. 229 Teen Impact Center, 
which will allow young teen-
agers ages 12 to 16 gather for 
sports activities, dance and 
cultural events with local 
law enforcement.

“We firmly believe that 
time invested in providing 
opportunities for young 
people also helps prevent 
crime and thereby provides 
much more to the communi-
ty than simply prosecuting 
offenders after their harm 
is done,” Johnson said. 
“We have a wonderful part-
nership here between all 
involved and this commu-
nity. We’re not going away 
because we know there are 
young people here who want 
to strive in their lives.”

The PAL Summer Play 
Street was only a six week 
program, but in that time, 
approximately 139 local chil-

dren participated in staying 
safe and keeping busy dur-
ing their summer vacation.

At the close of the pro-
gram, it was immediately 
decided by all partners 
involved that they would 
continue to help the young 
boys and girls of not only 
I.S. 229, but the entire Mor-
ris Heights community with 
another activity center.

“PAL programs and 
this community are a great 
fit. Over the past year, 
young people participated 
at I.S. 229 and made those 
programs a success,” Bren-
nan said. “We’re happy to 
join the Bronx District At-
torney’s Office in ensuring 
these young people continue 
to have a safe place to have 
fun with their friends in 
2012.”

The Teen Impact Cen-
ter will also provide a pre-
vention education compo-
nent designed to reduce 
children’s risk-taking be-
haviors, such as gang activ-

ity, and foster life skills. The 
program will operate every 
week, Monday through 
Wednesday, from 5 p.m. to 8 
p.m., until May 28, 2012.

“We are fully aware 
that youth and their families 
face multiple stressors and 

challenges each day,” said 
I.S. 229 principal Dr. Ezra 
Matthias. “We are partner-
ing to foster the belief in our 
youth that they can achieve 
and become everything that 
they envision.”

Bronx District Attorney Robert Johnson was proud to open the new 
I.S. 229 PAL Teen Impact Center. 

Photo by Vito Signorile
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Lifeguards Wanted
Call 311* or visit www.nyc.gov/parks. Men  

and women ages 16 and up. Paid training if  

hired. Full-time seasonal work at City 

beaches and pools. Minimum starting salary 

approx. $13.50/hour.

*Outside NYC call (212) NEW-YORK. NYC 

Parks is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Take the Lifeguard Qualifying Test  
and make a splash by becoming a  
NYC Parks Lifeguard!

   Project Renewal:

RENEWING?

BY FATHER 
RICHARD F. GORMAN
If one looks up the word 

“renewal” in any number 
of reference books, one dis-
covers that “renewal” can 
mean or convey a number 
of ideas, among them “re-
turn to doing something,” 
“extend something,” “re-
place something worn,” 
“borrow a library book for 
a longer period of time,” 
“repeat a promise,” “give 
somebody or something 
new energy,” replace some-
thing used up,” or “make 
something new again.”  I 

venture to guess that the 
folks at Project Renewal, a 

not-for-profit (organization 
primarily financed by our 
hard-earned tax dollars, 

that seeks to end homeless-
ness among chemically-
dependent and mentally-
challenged individuals by 
affording them housing 
and treatment, would aver 
that the title of their outfit 
speaks of renewal in the 
lives of the chemically-
dependent and mentally-
challenged homeless in the 
sense of “giving somebody 
new energy” and/or “mak-
ing something new again.”  
After all, the group’s web-
site proudly proclaims, and 
I quote, that Project Renew-
al mission is to “empower 

homeless men and women 
to move from the streets to 
health, homes, and jobs.”  
However, after reading an 
article in The New York 
Post of Sunday, December 
4, I would humbly propose 
that Project Renewal’s no-
tion of “renewal” has much 
more to do with “returning 
to doing something” or, in 
other words, going back to 
the way that things were 
previously.

As all of us in Commu-
nity Board 12 are already 
painfully aware, Project 
Renewal is one of three 

not-for-profit organizations 
about to turn the Wakefield 
neighborhood of CB 12 into 
a homeless colony.  Project 
Renewal has already been 
contracted by the New York 
City Department of Home-
less Services to establish 
a shelter for 100 or more 
homeless persons, either 
chemically-dependent or 
mentally-challenged or 
both, at 4380 Bronx Boule-
vard.  This site is directly 
across the East 238TH 
Street/Nereid Avenue on 
the same intersection as 
the now-shuttered Sergeant 
Joseph A. Muller United 
States Army Reserve Cen-
ter at 555 East 238th Street, 
which The DOE Fund  
--  with the collusion of 
its benefactor, the Mayor 
of the City of New York, 
The Honorable Michael R. 
Bloomberg  --  intends to 
turn into a homeless shel-
ter for 200 chemically-de-
pendent and mentally-chal-
lenged men.  These moves 
could well constitute the 
death knell for our neigh-
bors in both Wakefield and 
in Woodlawn Heights.  It 
would be a sheer disaster 
for CB 12 overall.

Of course, the City of 
New York and its N-F-P co-
conspirators dismiss our 
district’s fears with assur-
ances that the residents of 
the two  aforementioned 
facilities will be well-mon-
itored and properly treat-
ed.  Malfeasants will not 
be tolerated, they decree.  
Butter would melt in the 
mouths of our tormenters 
at N.Y.C.D.H.S., Project Re-
newal, and The DOE Fund 
as they promise to be the 
best of good neighbors and, 
indeed, not only a credit, 
but a boon to the enhance-
ment of our area.  Commit-
ments to cooperate and to 
maintain ongoing relation-
ships with local residents, 
Community Board #12, and 
elected leaders are more 
numerous than the stars 
in the sky, although such 
pledges have thus far gone 
blatantly unfulfilled as 
nary a peep is heard from 
any of the three acknowl-
edged perpetrators.

However, what really 
is frightening is what I dis-
covered in the following 
article of the December 4 
New York Post relative to 
Geffner House, formerly 
The Holland Hotel, which, 
according to New York 
Post reporter Gary Buiso 

might better be dubbed 
“The Hell Hole.”  I shall not 
paraphrase what Mr. Buiso 
reports, but will merely re-
print his article and let his 
own words do the talking . 
. . . . .

 “Part of the new Times 
Square is looking a lot like 
its same old self. 

Just a stone’s throw 
from Theatre Row, a true-
crime drama unfolds every 
day at Geffner House, a 307-
bed flophouse in the heart 
of the neighborhood.  Terri-
fied residents told The Post 
of countless incidents of vi-
olence and mayhem inside 
and outside of the impos-
ing 21-story single-room-
occupancy building, which 
houses poor and formerly 
homeless people.  ‘This 
is leading us back to the 
seedy Times Square,’ said 
one jittery occupant.  ‘It’s 
the most dangerous spot 
on 42nd Street and as bad 
as Hell’s Kitchen in the ’70s 
and ’80s, during the heroin 
and crack epidemic.’

The building across 
the street from the Port 
Authority Bus Terminal 
was once the notorious Hol-
land Hotel, a den of pros-
titution and drugs.  It was 
converted to low-income 
housing in 1995 by PROJ-
ECT RENEWAL [emphasis 
added], a nonprofit that 
receives most of its $45 mil-
lion in funding from tax-
payers and whose board of 
directors includes Morgan 
Stanley exec Neil Mitchell, 
state Supreme Court Judge 
Richard B. Lowe and Knick 
great Earl ‘The Pearl’ Mon-
roe.

But residents say 
management has turned a 
blind eye as drug dealers, 
hookers, loan sharks and 
creeps continue to roam 
the halls.  The NYPD con-
firmed 13 reported crimes 
at the address — includ-
ing burglaries, assaults, 
harassment, criminal mis-
chief and stalking — in 
the past six months.  The 
situation worsened in the 
summer, when scaffolding 
went up outside the build-
ing, at 351 W. 42nd St., cre-
ating a tunnel-like shield 
that emboldened drug deal-
ers.  ‘I’m scared to come in 
and out,’ said resident An-
ecia Smikle, 54.  ‘We’re like 
prisoners in our own room 
— you don’t venture out at 
night.’ 

Continued on page 46
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 LJI JEW

ELERS
LJI JEW

ELERS
2378 ARTHUR AVE.

BRO
NX, NY

917-737-7272

1801 UNIVERSITY AVE.
BRO

NX, NY

718-684-1170

715 M
O

RRIS PARK AVE
BRO

NX, NY

347-621-2781

CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD 
CA$H FORGOLD • CA$H FORGOLD • CA$H FORGOLD • CA$H FORGOLD • CA$H FORGOLD 

CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLDCA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD
CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD CA$H FORGOLD•CA$H FORGOLD• CA$H FORGOLD

6 Locations

3645 BRUCKNER BLVD.BX
(1 BLOCK OFF PELHAM

 BAY STATION)

347-851-3567

3021 W
ESTCHESTER AVE.BX

(1 BLOCK OFF CROSBY AVENUE)

718-931-1932

921 BRO
ADW

AY
THO

RNW
O

O
D,NY

914-773-5500

At LJI, W
e

ALW
AYS 

Pay High

Need Money Fast?

SELL
Don’t want to Sell?

PAW
N

Need Money Fast?

SELL
Don’t want to Sell?

PAW
N

W
E ALWAYS PAY 

THE HIGHEST PRICES FOR 
ALL YOUR GOLD, PLATINUM,
SILVER, DIAMONDS & COINS

CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD • CA$H FOR GOLD 
CA$H FORGOLD • CA$H FORGOLD • CA$H FORGOLD • CA$H FORGOLD • CA$H FORGOLD 
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Bronx River on the Go exhibit goes on the road
Bus replicates sights and sounds for school children
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

A movable exhibit that helps 
children experience the sen-
sory delights of the Bronx River 
aboard a schoolbus is introduc-
ing youngsters to a museum that 
should have a permanent home 
soon. 

The exhibit, called “River 
on the Go: Where is Justin the 
Beaver?”, was on display aboard 
the Bronx Children’s Museum’s 
bus at a stop outside of the High-
bridge Nursery School, which is 
run by Leake and Watts in the 
Sedgwick Houses, on Friday, No-
vember 11. 

The representation of the 
river was designed by muralist 
and bus manager Natlie Wood, 
along with artist and exhibit 
manager Luisa Escalera. The 
site was the third school visit of 
the moveable museum exhibit, 
which draws on the five senses 
as it exposes children to differ-
ent aspects of the Bronx River, 
Wood said. 

The completed children’s 
museum is expected to occupy 
the second floor of a castle-
shaped building in Mill Pond 
Park by 2014. The movable exhib-
it will be used as a prototype for 

a water exhibit at the completed 
permanent space, said Bronx 
Children’s Museum executive di-
rector Carla Precht. 

“Right now, we are focusing 
on the Bronx River, which is the 
borough’s only freshwater river 
and is central to the Bronx,” Pre-
cht said. “We will be promoting 
existing resources, so after they 
learn about the Bronx River on 
the bus, we then give the chil-
dren and their parents informa-
tion and maps in both English 
and Spanish that shows them 
how to get to the river.” 

The whole purpose of the 
exhibit is to generate aware-
ness that the borough does have 
a natural element, and that it is 
not all concrete and buildings, 
Escalera said. 

“The exhibit is an impres-
sion of the Bronx River,” Escal-
era said. “When you walk onto 
the bus, you can see certain 
types of environments that are 
found along the Bronx River. 
This includes a beaver lodge that 
simulates the structures that 
beavers build, water flowing 
through the bus from one side to 
the other, a rocky outcrop and a 
painted series of trees.” 

As the children boarded 
the bus on November 11, sounds 
from the Bronx River were 
played as Wood encouraged the 
youngsters to imagine that they 
were at the river’s edge. They 
heard the sound of birds, owls 
and water running, kicking off a 
15-mintue tour of the bus. 

The exhibit’s approach is 
indicative of what people can ex-
pect when the brick and mortar 
museum opens, Precht said. 

“What you want is children 
to be learning and to not even be 
aware of the fact that they are 
learning,” Precht said. “Chil-
dren at this age learn through 
play. We take what is abstract 
and make it concrete and rel-
evant to them through play.” 

As part of the exhibit, the 
museum will partner with the 
Bronx River Alliance to sponsor 
field trips to the river with chil-
dren who have been on the bus, 
Precht said. 

The completion of the per-
manent museum on the second 
floor of building J in Mill Pond 
Park has already been budgeted 
for $3.882 million in the Parks 
Department capital budget, Pre-
cht stated.  

The interior of the bus includes representations of the Bronx River as part of the 
Bronx Children Museum’s “River on the Go” moveable exhibit.

Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Hostos celebrates Bronx marathon runner Buzunesh Deba
BY BILL WEISBROD
When Buzunesh Deba 

left Ethiopia for the Unit-
ed States, she moved to 
Kingsbridge, because she 
had friends in the neigh-
borhood. Deba’s husband 
joined her and they decided 
to make the area their per-
manent home, partly be-
cause she was training for 
the marathon in Van Cort-
landt Park. 

Six years later, and a 
month after missing out on 
being the first New Yorker 
to win the New York City 
marathon by just four sec-
onds, Deba cannot believe 
how the entire borough has 
embraced her. 

“The reception we’ve 
received here is something 
I didn’t expect,” she said. 
“But it inspires me to run 
harder, and stay focused.”

Deba was honored with 
a reception at Hostos Com-
munity College on Friday, 
December 3, where she was 

credited for representing 
the Bronx on the national 
stage. 

“It’s a nice place for 
running,” the 24-year-old 
said. “It’s a nice place for 
everything. And there are 
other Ethiopian athletes 
here.”

She works out at a 
Planet Fitness on West 
225th Street. And when not 
training, Deba and her hus-
band Worku Beyi are fre-
quent visitors to the Bronx 
Zoo, and enjoy strolls up 
and down Fordham Road. 

Beyi, who is also his 
wife’s coach, says they also 
like to support young run-
ners at the Van Cortlandt 
Park track.  

“When we’re out run-
ning in the summertime, 
and kids are running, we 
cheer them on,” Beyi said. 
“We run on the track and 
try to push them.”

The couple is prepar-
ing to spend three months 

in Albuquerque, NM this 
winter, to train for the 
Boston Marathon, which 
takes place in April. After 
Boston, they will return to 
their one-bedroom Bronx 
apartment. 

Julio Pabon, president 
of south Bronx-based Lati-
no Sports Ventures helped 
Hostos organize the event. 
He said Deba could be a ex-
ample for all Bronxites. 

“Ms. Buzunesh Deba 
is an elite world-class run-
ner and she lives in the 
Bronx, it was a no-brainer 
to honor her in a borough 
that still has a negative im-
age and that is presently 
suffering from some of the 
worst health statistics in 
the country,” he said.

Hostos president Felix 
Matos Rodriguez agreed 
Deba could be an example, 
especially to the students at 
his school. About 7 percent 
of Hostos’ 7,000 students 
were born in Africa, like 

Deba.
“We wanted to send 

a message to everyone in 
the Bronx and in New York 
that Hostos is a welcoming 
place for people from Afri-

ca,” he said. 
Matos Rodriguez add-

ed that Deba’s sport is a 
particularly strong meta-
phor for academics. 

“She runs marathons, 

she’s in it for the long haul, 
not the short term,” he said. 
“It that doesn’t apply to ed-
ucation, I don’t know what 
does.”

  

(l-r) Matos Rodriguez, Deba and Pabon. 

Photo by Bill Weisbrod
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Free Energy Efficiency 
Services through 
EmPower New YorkSM

For more information about EmPower, 

visit GetEnergySmart.org/empower 
or call 1-800-263-0960.

RESMISC-ad-EmPower 
4/11 

Do you have a limited income and 
are you feeling the pinch? 
Get free energy efficiency services through EmPower 
New York and take control of your energy use. 

High energy costs can strain any household budget, but they are 
a real challenge to families living on a limited income. Poor insulation, 
air leaks, and inefficient lighting and appliances can all add up to 
high energy costs. 

Help is available for you. EmPower New York offers free energy 
efficiency services and education to HEAP eligible low-income 
New Yorkers, including renters. 

A participating contractor, accredited by the Building Performance 
Institute (BPI), will provide energy efficiency measures, such as 
insulation, high efficiency lighting, and upgrades to appliances, 
all at no cost to you. 

Snow plan promises results
BY VITO SIGNORILE

After last year’s harsh 
winter, city agencies and 
elected officials promise the 
Bronx will be better prepared 
this time around.

The Blizzard of 2010 bur-
ied the entire city in over 20 
inches of fresh powder right 
after Christmas last year, 
and Bronxites were left dig-
ging themselves out after the 
Department of Sanitation re-
sponded too slowly.

For weeks, Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca and other elect-
ed officials blasted the efforts 
in the Bronx by Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg and DSNY. 
In April, Vacca and Coun-
cilwoman Annabel Palma 
passed a co-sponsored bill 
that would require DSNY to 
create and publish borough 
snow removal plans every 
year before the start of the 
snow season.

On Thursday, December 
1, DSNY officially released 
the 2011-2012 Winter Snow 
Plan for the Borough of the 
Bronx and is available to 
the public on their website. 
Vacca was pleased with the 
plan and is hoping that it will 

help the borough during the 
upcoming winter.

“Last December’s bliz-
zard was just a nightmare, 
and many of our city’s 
agencies were asleep at the 
switch,” Vacca said. “Too 
many mistakes were made 
based on that blizzard and I 
would like an explanation as 
to things are going to be dif-
ferent. Hopefully these agen-
cies have learned from their 
mistakes last year and that 
this winter will be much bet-
ter.”

The 20-page Bronx snow 
plan includes a complete de-
scription of primary, second-
ary and tertiary streets, a 
strategy for removing snow 
from bus stops and curbs lo-
cated at major street intersec-
tions, an inventory of snow 
management equipment and 
personnel by community dis-
tricts, local elected officials 
and on-the-ground workers, 
and information for agency 
personnel responsible for 
communicating with resi-
dents.

Vacca, who is also the 
chair of the Council Commit-
tee on Transportation, held a 

hearing on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 6 to learn more about the 
Metro Transit Authority’s 
preparedness for this coming 
winter. After the blizzard, the 
city’s busses and trains were 
paralyzed, with hundreds of 
busses stuck in snow banks 
and dozens of trains stalled.

Although he acknowl-
edged that the streets not be-
ing cleaned in a timely mat-
ter was a major factor, Vacca 
said it is important that the 
MTA and the city Depart-
ment of Transportation re-
vamped their snow response 
polices and introduce chang-
es to ensure a quicker and 
coordinated response for this 
winter and years to come.

“Unfortunately, we 
needed a terrible winter like 
last year to really have our 
agencies step their game up 
in the future,” Vacca said. 
“Our residents need to know 
that these agencies are doing 
what they can to reassure 
people that there will be safe-
ty, service, and more.”

Download the snow plan 
at www.nyc.gov/html/dsny/
html/snow_plans_mapping/
snowplans.shtml.

HIROSHIMA SURVIVOR AT COLUMBUS CAMPUS
Students in all schools on the Christopher Columbus campus heard a lecture from Hiroshima bombing 
survivor Setsuko Thurlow on Monday, December 5. The event was organized by school librarian Karen 
Levy. It is the third year that survivors of the hydrogen bomb in Japan at the end of World War II have 
spoken to the students about the events of August 1945. Thurlow received origami butterflies as a 
gesture of goodwill. 

Pictured are students and staff surrounding Thurlow in the library. Levy is pictured third from 
the right. 

Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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40th PCT.
MON, NOV. 14th, 2:00 

p.m. – 803 Cauldwell Ave. An 
investigation was launched after 
authorities learned about a rob-
bery. Apparently two black males 
wearing hoodies to help protect 
their identity at gunpoint robbed a 
store. The pair of culprits removed 
three hundred dollars from a safe 
before fleeing.

TUES, NOV. 15th, 11:40 
p.m. – 728 East 149 St. Authori-
ties are looking into a shooting that 
sent a 23 year old male to Lincoln 
Medical Center. The male victim 
was suffering from a bullet wound 
to the chest and also the leg area. 

TUES, NOV. 16th, 9:15 
a.m. – 545 East 144 St. Police 
were called to the scene of an ap-
parent suicide. The male victim 
was discovered by his five year 
old son hanging. Officials indicat-
ed that the victim had a previous 
known medical history. The body 
was released to the Medical Ex-
aminer to ensure that there was 
no other criminality connected to 
the death.

TUES, NOV. 16th, 8:00 
p.m. – 665 Westchester Ave. De-
tectives are waiting for the Medical 
Examiner’s report after the body of 
a female was discovered. The 80 
year old Hispanic woman body 
was found inside an apartment.   

THURS, NOV. 18th, 1:20 
a.m. – 325 Exterior St. An off duty 
city worker was arrested for driv-
ing while intoxicated. The culprit is 
employed by the city’s Sanitation 
Department.

THURS, NOV. 18th, 3:45 
p.m. – 728 East 136 St. Police are 
looking into an incident where a 
pedestrian was struck by a vehicle. 
Due to the seriousness of the acci-
dent, police officers from Highway 
1’s Accident Investigation Squad 
were called to the scene to assist 
with an inquiry.  

41st PCT.
THURS, NOV. 18th, 7:55 

p.m. – 888 Stebbins Ave. A 17 
year old black male was arrested 
after being found in possession 
of a handgun. The teen was found 
with a 38-caliber revolver in his 
possession. The gun was taken 
away from the boy and vouched as 
evidence. 

FRI, NOV. 19th, 9:50 p.m. 
– 1050 Lowell St. The medical 
staff at Lincoln Medical Center 
treated a 50 year old female. The 
woman had been shot in both the 
chest and head areas.

SAT, NOV. 20th, 10:30 
p.m. – 1010 Home St. Police in-
vestigators launched an inquiry into 
a report that a 20 year old Hispanic 
male had been dragged into a ve-
hicle. Authorities were informed 
that two males allegedly dragged 
the victim inside a vehicle. 

42nd PCT.
MON, NOV. 14th, 3:25 

p.m. – Park Ave. and East 170 St. 
Authorities are looking into an in-
cident where two males had been 
stabbed. Both victims were trans-
ported to an area medical facility 

where they were listed in stable 
condition. 

TUES, NOV. 16th, 6:35 
a.m. – 1327 Southern Blvd. Wear-
ing masks, two males forced their 
way into a home. The apartment 
occupants were secured by the 
two culprits who fled with a cell 
phone and a laptop computer.

WED, NOV. 17th, 4:55 
p.m. – 1162 Washington Ave. A 
17 year old black male was taken 
in custody by police officers. The 
teen was found in possession of 
a 25-caliber pistol. The gun was 
taken away from the young cul-
prit. 

WED, NOV. 17th, 7:35 
p.m. – 1339 Prospect Ave. Au-
thorities are looking into a robbery 
of a business office. A Hispanic 
male with what appeared to be an 
imitation pistol made off with two 
hundred dollars from the victims. 

WED, NOV. 17th, 8:00 
p.m. – 1151 Simpson St. Police 
investigators are looking for the 
culprit who attacked a delivery 
person. The victim was struck from 
behind with an unknown object. 
The victim informed investigators 
that the thief made off with three 
hundred dollars in cash. 

FRI, NOV. 19th, 11:25 
p.m. – Boston Rd. and East 174 
St. Police investigators launched 
an inquiry into the death of a pe-
destrian. The victim was trans-
ported to St. Barnabas Hospital 
where they expired shortly before 
1 a.m. Officers from Highway 1’s 
Accident Investigation Squad are 
assisting with the inquiry. Investi-
gators indicated that this was a hit 
and run accident.

SAT, NOV. 20th, 5:20 p.m. 
– 500 East 171 St. An investiga-
tion was launched after authorities 
learned that a male had been at-
tacked. The male victim was suf-
fering from a bullet wound to the 
stomach area.  

43rd PCT.
WED, NOV. 17th, 9:20 

a.m. – Authorities are looking 
for a black male believed to be in 
his thirties. Authorities received a 
complaint that the unknown male 
culprit forcible touched a female’s 
buttocks before fleeing. Officials 
indicated that the culprit is the 
same male that had been sexually 
assaulting females in the 49th Pct. 
area.

44th PCT.
WED, NOV. 17th, 5:00 

a.m. – Gerard Ave. and McClel-
lan St. Police officers removed 
another unregistered weapon off 
of Morrisania streets. The weapon 
was removed from its owner after 
the person failed to produce the 
proper license to own a gun in New 

York City. The gun was vouched 
the gun as evidence.  

FRI, NOV. 19th, 12:15 
a.m. – Jerome Ave. and Mt. Eden 
Ave. Police officials looking into a 
shooting found out that there was 
a second victim. A 15 year old male 
had been shot in the torso and was 
transported to Lincoln Medical 
Center. Afterwards a 19 year old 
Hispanic male appeared at Harlem 
Hospital suffering from a wound to 
the left leg. Local detectives are 
handling the inquiry.  

SAT, NOV. 20th, 1:40 a.m. 
– East 165 St. and Sheridan Ave. 
Police investigators were informed 
that a teen had been stabbed four 
times. The 17 year old Hispanic 
male received three stab wounds 
to the back area and once to the 
elbow. A search was conducted 
for three Hispanic males who fled 
the scene before authorities ar-
rived. The injured teen was taken 
to Lincoln Medical Center.  

SAT, NOV. 20th, 4:00 a.m. 
– East 170 St. and Grand Con-
course. Specially trained police 
officers made a search of a crime 
scene after a 22 year old Hispanic 
male appeared at Lincoln Medical 
Center seeking help for a bullet 
wound. The male victim was suf-
fering from a bullet wound to the 
right thumb officials indicated.

45th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 20th, 7:30 p.m. 

– 2748 East Tremont Ave. Police 
investigators are looking into a 
stabbing. A 20 year old Hispanic 
male was transported to Jacobi 
Medical Center where he was 
treated for two stab wounds to 
the neck area. Local detectives are 
handling the inquiry.

46th PCT.
TUES, NOV. 15th, 12:25 

p.m. – 1730 Andrews Ave. Police 
officers removed another gun off 
of West Bronx streets. The owner 
was arrested and the weapon was 
vouched as evidence. 

WED, NOV. 17th, 5:45 
p.m. – 1750 Sedgwick Ave. Police 
officers responding on a call of a 
person shot found a 15 year old 
male victim suffering from a bullet 
wound. The black male was trans-
ported to St. Barnabas Hospital 
suffering from a bullet wound to 
the back area.  

FRI, NOV. 19th, 11:55 
a.m. – 365 East 183 St. Authori-
ties were alerted that two males 
had been shot. A black male, 38 
years old, was struck in the right 
shoulder apparently by a ‘BB’. Of-
ficials also learned that a 50 year 
old black male was struck in the 
lower leg. The older man received 
a minor injury.

SAT, NOV. 20th, 2:45 p.m. 

– Harlem River and West Tremont 
Ave. Police were called to the wa-
terway after a body was discov-
ered. Responding police officers 
with the assistance of a harbor 
unit. Emergency Service Squad 
officers were able to remove the 
body from the river after it washed 
up on the rocks off of Roberto Cle-
mente State Park. 

47th PCT.
MON, NOV. 14th, 4:00 

p.m. – 4565 Bronx Blvd. At gun-
point three black males invaded a 
home. The trio forced the victim 
into the home. Removed was a box 
that had been recently delivered. 

TUES, NOV. 15th, 6:15 
p.m. – East Gun Hill Rd. and Ol-
inville Ave. Authorities were in-
formed that ten unknown black 
males chased a person into a 
neighborhood gas station attack-
ing the unidentified person. The 
victim was stabbed by the group 
causing the person to be taken to 
Montefiore Hospital. The group 
fled with two-hundred and fifty 
dollars of the victim’s money. 

SAT, NOV. 20th, 10:50 
p.m. – Schieffelin Ave. and East 
229 St. Police investigators 
opened up an inquiry into the rob-
bery of a livery cab. During the 
incident, the driver was robbed at 
knife point of two hundred dollars 
and received a cut to the rear sec-
tion of his neck. Police investiga-
tors are looking for two Hispanic 
females, and a Hispanic male who 
were the culprits.

48th PCT.
TUES, NOV. 15th, 4:05 

p.m. – Cross Bronx Expwy and 
Webster Ave. An off duty police 
officer died after being struck by a 
vehicle. The officer after suffering 
a cardiac arrest died at St. Barna-
bas Hospital. 

THURS, NOV. 18th, 8:30 
a.m. – 2095 Honeywell Ave. Po-
lice are looking into a break-in of 
a motor vehicle. Items taken from 
the vehicle include military equip-
ment. Uniforms and other military 
equipment were reported stolen. 

49th PCT.
WED, NOV. 17th, 7:15 

a.m. – Police officers received re-
ports that a black male had been 
groping four different females. 
Description of the unknown at-
tacker apparently matched in four 
incidents. Later on in the morning, 
police officers from the 43rd Pct. 
were made aware of an incident 
that occurred in their patrol area 
who also matched the previously 
reported suspect. 

SAT, NOV. 20th, 5:00 
a.m. – White Plains Rd. and Aller-

ton Ave. Police officials are look-
ing into a reported robbery that 
caused the victim to seek emer-
gency medical help. The 47 year 
old Hispanic male victim walked 
into Montefiore Hospital seeking 
medical help for a stab wound to 
the buttocks area. The wound was 
apparently received during a rob-
bery that netted the suspect with 
a cell phone besides $200.00 in 
cash. 

50th PCT.
THURS, NOV. 18th, 2:00 

a.m. – Police officials are look-
ing into a report that a female, 
apparently partially intoxicated 
was sexually attacked. The young 
work indicated that two males had 
raped her.   

52nd PCT. 
MON, NOV. 14th, 6:30 

a.m. – 2587 Bainbridge Ave. In-
vestigators are looking to ques-
tion three Hispanic males. The 
trio posed as police officers when 
they broke into a home finding the 
occupant still in bed. Stating that 
they were police officers, the trio 
conducted a search of the home 
collecting four hundred dollars in 
cash, a selection of jewelry, and 
other items before fleeing.

TUES, NOV. 15th, 4:35 
a.m. – 111 East 210 St. Police 
were called to Montefiore Hospi-
tal after a Hispanic male requested 
medical attention. The male victim 
had been stabbed at least ten 
times officials report. 

TUES, NOV. 15th, 9:40 
p.m. – 275 East Gun Hill Rd. A 
search is underway for three His-
panic male who invaded a home. 
At gunpoint the three culprits 
forced their way into the victim’s 
home. They fled with a cell phone, 
a diamond ring, and nine-hundred 
dollars in cash.

TUES, NOV. 16th, 12:55 
a.m. – 3464 Know Pl. A suspect 
was arrested after being found 
with an unregistered gun. The 
weapon was vouched by the police 
officers as evidence for the pend-
ing court case. 

THURS, NOV. 18th, 4:15 
a.m. – Major Deegan Expwy. and 
West Fordham Rd. Emergency 
units converged on an exit ramp 
after a vehicle had flipped over. 
One person was transported to the 
near-by Allen Pavilion, where the 
critically injured person expired. 
Rescue personnel performed CRP 
on one of the victims. Seven other 
injured victims were removed to St. 
Barnabas Hospital. Police officers 
assigned to Highway 1’s Accident 
Investigation Squad are assisting 
with the inquiry. 

THURS, NOV. 18th, 4:20 
a.m. – 1 East 198 St. Authori-
ties are looking for four males 
who committed a home invasion. 
The four culprits using a crowbar 
forced their way into a home occu-
pied by four persons. The culprits 
tied up two male and two female 
occupants causing minor injuries 
to the victims. Then the culprits 
fled with three hundred dollars in 
cash.   

FRI, NOV. 19th, 6:00 p.m. 

– 3400 Tryon Ave. A 15 year old 
black male was transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital after being shot. 
The bullet damaged the teen’s el-
bow and thigh areas both on the 
right side of his body. Local detec-
tives are handling the inquiry. 

SAT, NOV. 20th, 11:10 
p.m. – 315 East 196 St. A search 
was conducted for a missing 33 
year old Hispanic male who was 
reported missing. Officials report 
that the victim’s body was discov-
ered after the man had jumped 
from a building taking his own life.

Transit
TUES, NOV. 15th, 4:30 

p.m. – White Plains Rd. and Burke 
Ave. Police responded to a call 
indicating that a teen had been 
stabbed. Aboard a southbound 
IRT train a 16 year old boy has 
been stabbed. The injured teen 
was transported to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center, as a suspect was being 
taken into custody.

Housing
TUES, NOV. 15th, 10:30 

p.m. – 1730 Watson Ave. A sus-
pect was arrested by police of-
ficers looking into an assault. A 
21 year old Hispanic woman was 
struck in the back of head. The 
injured woman was provided with 
medical care at Einstein Hospital. 
Police officers from Housing’s 
PSA # 8 are handling the incident 
along with detectives from the 
43rd Pct. Squad.

SAT, NOV. 20th, 8:50 
a.m. – 1785 Story Ave. Investiga-
tors are looking for three suspects 
after a 47 year old Hispanic man 
was robbed. The male victim told 
authorities that two males at gun 
point along with a former home 
attendant invaded his home. The 
culprits fled with three gold chains 
and five-hundred dollars in cash. 

Fire Log
TUES, NOV. 16th, 4:16 

p.m. – 56 East 184 St. Fire-
fighters from several stations 
responded to a reported blaze in 
an apartment house near Walton 
Ave. Arriving units indicated that 
the fire was located in a ground 
floor apartment with in the six-
story high apartment house. A 
hose line was quickly stretched 
and placed into operation en-
abling  the extinguishing opera-
tions to be completed quickly. 
Ladder crews started checking 
on the extension of the fire in ad-
dition to conducting searches for 
any person who might be endan-
gered. Ladder 33’s crew worked 
in the area of the burning apart-
ment as Ladder 56’s crew headed 
to the floors above the burning 
apartment. Division 7 arrived on 
scene assuming command of the 
extinguishment operations. Since 
the firefighters were making good 
progress, specialized units were 
ordered to return to their stations. 
Faced with a Colliers Mansion sit-
uation secondary searched of the 
burning apartment were delayed. 
Shortly after 4:30 p.m., the fire 
was declared “Under Control.”
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
FORDHAMROADBID.ORG

(718)562-2104 NYC COUNCILMAN JOEL RIVERA • NYC COUNCILMAN FERNANDO CABRERA • FORDHAM UNIVERSITY GOSPEL CHOIR • GOOD SHEPHERD SERVICES • JONAS BRONCK ACADEMY • MARISOL DIAZ PHOTOGRAPHY • PHIPPS CDC

seventh ANNUAL Sparklingthe HeartofFordham

24 HOUR FITNESS
400 East Fordham Road
www.24hourfitness.com

3 FLOOR 
DEPARTMENT STORE
350 East Fordham Road
10% ON JACKETS ONLY

ANGEL’S CHILDREN’S
WEAR AND SHOES
1 West Fordham Road

APPLEBEE’S
NEIGHBORHOOD 
GRILL & BAR
4750-4758 Third Ave. (Fordham Pl)
RECEIVE A FREE $10 BONUS CARD 
WHEN YOU BUY $50 IN GIFT CARDS,
PICK-N-PAIR LUNCH COMBOS STARTING
AT $7.29 (MONDAY-FRIDAY)
www.applebeesny.com 

AT&T MOBILITY
381 East Fordham Road
www.att.com/wireless 

BEST ITALIAN PIZZA
200-202 East Fordham Road

BEST PERFUME PLUS
129 East Fordham Road
10% OFF MARKED PRICES ONLY
www.perfumewave.com
www.quickperfumes.com  

BH JEWELRY
2496 Grand Concourse

BIG JAKE’S JEWELRY
386 East Fordham Road

BIX JEWELRY
132 East Fordham Road

BOOST MOBILE
384 East Fordham Road

BRONX LADIES 
CLOTHING OUTLET
256 East Fordham Road

COHEN’S GENTLE DENTAL
1 East Fordham Road, 2Fl
www.cohensgentledental.com 

CONWAY
223 East Fordham Road

CUNY ON THE CONCOURSE 
/LEHMAN COLLEGE 
CONTINUING EDUCATION
2501 Grand Concourse, 3Fl
www.lehman.edu/ce

D FINE SHOES
3 East Fordham Road

DIAMOND DAZZLERS
377 East Fordham Road
www.favwatch.com 

DR. JAYS
1) 215 East Fordham Road
2) 368 East Fordham Road
www.drjays.com 

DR. JAYS LADIES
237 East Fordham Road
www.drjays.com 

E-STYLE
114 East Fordham Road

EASY PICKINS
1) 15 East Fordham Road
2) 360 East Fordham Road
www.easypickins.com 

ELECTRONIC 
OUTLET STORES
330 East Fordham Road

EXCLUSIVE CELLULAR
261A East Fordham Road

THE GAP
271-285 East Fordham Road
www.gap.com

GEM PAWNBROKERS
367 East Fordham Road 
www.gempawnbrokers.com 

GEORGE JEWELRY
CREATIONS
334 East Fordham Road

GG EXPRESS PARKING
421 East 189th Street
www.mpsparking.com 

GNC
52 East Fordham Road

GOLD PALACE JEWELRY
214 East Fordham Road
20% OFF PURCHASES

HOT POINT
340 East Fordham Road
www.hotpointny.com

KIDS WORLD
39 East Fordham Road

LEGACY HOME FASHION
2510 Grand Concourse

LENS LAB EXPRESS
125 East Fordham Road

LUCILLE ROBERTS
2449 Morris Avenue, 2Fl
www.lucilleroberts.com

MARION TATTOOS
1) 387 East Fordham Road, 2Fl
2) 305 East Kingsbridge Road

MIRAGE 2000 JEWELRY
336 East Fordham Road
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY 50% OFF 
TAG PRICES & 10% OFF TO PUBLIC

MISTER SPORTS
135 East Fordham Road

MODELL’S 
SPORTING GOODS
31 East Fordham Road

NATIONAL LIQUIDATION
141 East Fordham Road

NINE WEST OUTLET
305 East Kingsbridge Road
www.ninewest.com

NISSAN KIDS
2483 Grand Concourse

NORTH END 
WINE & LIQUOR
2509 Webster Avenue
10% CASES OF WINE ONLY

NYC BRONX CLOTHING
2490 Grand Concourse

ORIGINAL PRODUCTS
(BOTANICA)
2486 Webster Avenue
www.originalprodcorp.com 

ORO-UNO JEWELRY 
/PLANET MARS
COMMUNICATIONS
335 East Fordham Road

PAY GO WIRELESS
300 East Fordham Road

PC RICHARD & SON
2501 Grand Concourse
www.pcrichard.com 

PEARLE
29 East Fordham Road

PERFUMANIA
27 East Fordham Road
$10 OFF PURCHASES OF $75 
OR MORE (LIMIT ONE PER PERSON, 
PER TRANSACTION, PER DAY, 
IN-STORE ONLY)
www.perfumania.com

PLANET EARTH
COMMUNICATIONS
389 East Fordham Road

PRIME AID PHARMACY
373 East Fordham Road

RED DRAGON TATTOOS
390 East Fordham Road, 2Fl
www.reddragontat.com 

RIGHT ON
124 East Fordham Road

SAVE-A-THON STORES
9 East Fordham Road

SLEEPY’S
301 East Fordham Road, 2Fl
www.sleepys.com

SPORTS MAX
319 East Fordham Road

THE SPOT FORDHAM
338 East Fordham Road
www.thespotfordham.com

SPRINT
305 East Fordham Road
10% OFF TWO OR MORE ACCESSORIES
www.sprint.com 

T-MOBILE
7 East Fordham Road
www.t-mobile.com 

TOP CONCOURSE
ELECTRONICS 
& COMPUTERS
2486 Grand Concourse
www.topconcourse.com 

UNLIMITED WIRELESS
2498 Grand Concourse

URBAN EYES OPTICAL
390 East Fordham Road

VERIZON WIRELESS
153 East Fordham Road
10% ON ACCESSORIES ONLY
www.verizonwireless.com

THE VITAMIN SHOPPE
311 East Fordham Road
www.vitaminshoppe.com 

ZALES JEWELERS
254 East Fordham Road
www.zales.com

Bringthis ador show your
metrocard

®

to getdiscounts.
certain restrictions may apply.

Subway: (weekdays only)     to Fordham Road;
Metro-North RailroadtoFordham

For customizedtravel directions by NYCTransitSubways &Buses 
or Metro-North Railroad, visit mta.info and use Trip Planner+. 

Parking on Creston,Jerome,park,third,Tiebout& ValentineAves

visit fordhamroadbid.org for information

from december2-December18,2011
attheseparticipating BIDstores

SHOPFORDHAM
GET10%OFF 
SHOPFORDHAM
GET10%OFF 

OUR SPONSORS INCLUDE: RONXcare TM

MEDICAL & DENTAL AT POE

DR.MARTIN
L U T H E R
K I N G  J R.
H E A L T H
C E N T E R

SCAN THIS 
QR CODE
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Another ticket
blitz and fix

Letters to the editor are welcome from 
all readers. They should be addressed care 
of this newspaper to John Collazzi, Pub-
lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail 
to bronxtimes@cnglocal.com. All letters, 
including those submitted via e-mail, 
MUST be signed and with a verifiable ad-
dress and telephone number included. Note 
that the  address and telephone number  
will NOT be published and the name will 
be published or withheld upon request. No 
unsigned letters can be accepted for publi-
cation. The editor reserves the right to edit 
all submissions.

Let us hear
from you

No passenger advocates

Assaults on bus
drivers not new

Dear editor,
Anyone in the Throggs Neck and other 

sections of the Bronx may have noticed the 
transition of parking meters, where now there 
is Muni-Meter--a tower stationed generally in 
the middle of a block.  

How does it work?  Instead of feeding the 
meters (which are soon due to be removed 
given the transition), motorists, upon parking 
their vehicles, will have to walk to the nearby 
muni-meter tower and pay for their parking.  
They will deposit the usual quarters for park-
ing (now 25 cents for every 15 minutes, unlike 
in the past for every 20 minutes or even 30 min-
utes prior) up to the maximum allowed.  

As the motorist deposits a quarter, the 
muni-meter will display the current time and 
the deadline time, beginning with 15 minutes 
from the current time.  So if it’s 12:30 p.m., the 
current time will state as so and upon the first 
quarter deposited, the deadline time will read 
12:45 p.m.  Need more time?  Then deposit an-
other quarter and the deadline time increases 
to 1 p.m., and so forth up to the maximum al-
lowed.  

When you finish paying for your time 
needed, you then press a green button to print 
your receipt.  The receipt is then to be placed 
in your vehicle, on your dashboard near the 
windshield facing up for any and all NYPD of-
ficers to see upon display.  

If you submit payment to the max, the 
tower will automatically print the receipt with 
the furthest deadline time allowed.

 Just so everyone knows: if your receipt 
is faced down, not readable due to obstruction 
(such as placing the receipt behind your regis-
tration or inspection sticker and hence the re-
ceipt is blocked from view), or you do not have 
one in your vehicle shortly after parking, you 
risk getting a ticket.

 This is a problem, and I mean a ticket blitz 
problem, waiting to happen--and I was already 
a victim of such a problem.  Let me explain.

In Westchester Square, where muni-
meters have been in effect for over a year, I 
parked my vehicle nearby muni-meter tower 
so I wouldn’t have to walk far away to do the 
necessary payment for parking.  It just so hap-
pens that the muni-meter tower was out of or-
der (how many times have we come across this 
with regular parking meters?).  

Ironically, there was a male traffic cop 
nearby and I informed him of the problem, try-
ing to inquire on what to do.  He said that I will 
have to walk down to the next muni-meter tow-
er (which was the next block down) and make 
payment there and return with the receipt for 
my vehicle.  

I specifically told him that I didn’t want to 
walk that far away and come back to find my 
vehicle ticketed given the circumstances.  He 
assured me that would not happen, so I com-
plied.  

And what happens?  I come back to my ve-
hicle and a female traffic cop had just finished 
completing a ticket and placed it on my wind-
shield.  I explained to her what happened and 

what another cop told me what I had to do.  
She said that the cop in question was her 

partner and he was supposed to have radioed 
her informing her to bypass my vehicle, that I 
walked down to a working muni-meter to pay 
and get the receipt.  

I even showed her my receipt and she said 
I definitely have a case favorable.  She advised 
me to make a copy of my receipt and take that 
and the ticket to the traffic court across the 
street to get an automatic dismissal.  I told her I 
was on lunch and didn’t have the time; she then 
said I can mail in the necessary documents and 
get that ticket dismissed.  I did just that and 
thankfully, the ticket was dismissed.

 I say thankfully because of the many 
years of ticket blitzes under the current mayor 
where we’ve seen, we’ve heard, and many of us 
spoken verbally or through writing to Bronx 
Times the numerous accounts of false unjusti-
fied tickets having been issued.  Likewise, in a 
systemic pattern, the many traffic court judges 
who are said to be mayoral appointees (if some-
one can confirm whether that is factual, I sure 
would appreciate it) automatically rules guilty 
without really looking at the case at hand.  And 
then, to appeal the ruling, you are now required 
to pay the applicable fine in full; if you do not 
pay the fine, the appellate division will not even 
consider your case (another condition set forth 
by Mayor “Moneybags”).  

And so you pay the fine in full and get the 
appellate decision by mail--upholding the ini-
tial judge’s guilty ruling  and the fine you al-
ready paid is banked by the city.  

From what I was told, to date not one single 
guilty ruling has ever been overturned by the 
appellate division, regardless of any and every 
piece of submitted evidence proving your case 
and your defense.  

Despite the ticket-fix scandal (amongst 
other scandals) that have seriously plagued the 
NYPD as of late, not only are past parking and 
traffic ticket cases not being reviewed (to the 
best of my knowledge or anyone’s for that mat-
ter) but the systemic pattern of parking ticket 
frauds are still occurring.  

Is the mayor that desperate to “fix a city 
budget deficit” where he has to initiate a scam 
affecting many motorists who are amongst 
the middle to low income households trying to 
make ends meet instead of going after his fel-

low 1% corporate elite and get them to pay their 
fair share or pay back what they owe (such as 
his predecessor)?

 And before the mayor opens his mouth to 
encourage people to “use Mass Transit”, may I 
remind him (and he knows this very well) that 
the MTA is full of flaws, including delayed ser-
vices, interrupted services, and even cancelled 
routes, where there are those who had bus 
service along their block or neighborhood, but 
it was discontinued; so many are left with no 
other alternative but to drive to their destina-
tions.  

Likewise, he cannot open his mouth to 
encourage people to “not waste paper; save 
trees, save the environment”.  Well, Mr. May-
or--perhaps you should follow your own advice 
and should have thought of that before imple-
menting this muni-meter system because I as-
sure you--that is a lot of paper in use which will 
eventually go into the city’s litter cans.  Yep--
”nice going”!!

 I strongly urge the City Council reps to 
look into the concerns I just raised and take 
appropriate corrective action on the matter as 
necessary; in fact I will likely forward this to a 
few that I know.  

Again I stress--if we thought the past tick-
et blitzes were bad, it’s bound to get a lot worse 
unless we, through our representatives, do not 
give this mayor and his cronies a reality check 
and stop their abusing us and violating our 
rights. 

Michael S. Wilbekin

Dear editor, 
Senator Charles Schumer is the personi-

fication of the Nanny state.  His latest cause is 
requesting that the Transportation Security 
Administration hire a minimum of two “Pas-
senger Advocates” at hundreds of airports 
around the nation to assist those who may 
have problems with airport security.  

A handful of people each day may have 
problems, while millions of other Americans 
put up with this inconvenience in the name 
of our national security.  Schumer, as usual 
never mentioned how many millions of dollars 
will have to be found to pay for training and 
reassigning hundreds of TSA employees. 

Larry Penner

Dear editor,
For those of you who may be surprised at 

the number of assaults on bus operators, you re-
allly shouldn’t be.

These assaults have been going on for some 
time now, off and on, but for some reason, have 
not been reported to the riding public until 
now.

Moreover, there are rumors out there that 
have the TWU going on strike sometime after 
the first of the New Year. So, all youo can kiss 
your bus and subway rides to work good-bye af-
ter Christmas.

Joseph P. Wall
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4 Man Banter creater goes Hollywood

BY WILLIAM D. JACKSON
Throggs Neck native 

Mike Babchik and his team 
of loveable misfit mavens 
are on the verge of taking 
Hollywood by storm. Their 
first movie, “From Matzah 
Ball to Meatball: The Jew 
Got It Story”, a comedic 
romp along famed Arthur 
Avenue, was featured in the 
ITN Distribution Film and 
New Media Festival, held at 
the Quad Cinema in Green-
wich Village on Wednesday, 
November 23. 

The short film is now 
eligible for entry at the pres-
tigious ITN Film Festival 
Awards in Hollywood in 
2012.

Most Bronx residents 
know Mike Babchik as the 
star of Man Banter, the live 
variety show on Bronx Net 
Cablevision Channel 68 and 
FIOS 34. He is also the side-
kick/producer of a hit morn-
ing sports talk show on Siri-
us XM’s Mad Dog Radio. 

“The public has eaten 
up Man Banter TV and loved 
it” Mike explains during the 
film’s premiere at Quad Cin-
ema in Greenwich Village. 
“It’s a crazy feeling when 
strangers recognize me in 
the streets. That’s when I 
started thinking about how 
to take the Man Banter ex-
perience to the next level. I 
realized a movie is the sec-
ond helping the fans have 
been looking for.”

“From Matzah Ball 
to Meatball” is the story 

of a young Jewish man’s 
desire to become Italian 
which leads him to Arthur 
Avenue. The film features 
Man Banter regular George 
Noia, as he educates Mike, 
to hilarious effect, on how to 
pronounce “Broccoli Rabe” 
and the difference between 
“Stunad” and “Stew Ned”.  

The movie also features 
Giovanni Paolo, otherwise 
known as The Real Italian 
of New York, from the Ar-
thur Avenue Pasticceria. 

He takes Mike to the 
famous Mike’s Deli and 
teaches him to make meat-
balls and sausage in a scene 
reminiscent of the ceramic 
wheel scene in “Ghost.”

“This was not another 
Bronx Tale” says Mike while 
posing for photographs at 
the film festival. “I wanted 
to make something com-
pletely different and a Jew 
becoming an Italian was 
it. From getting my nails 
done, to making a pizza, to 
shaving my neck beard, it 
was a complete transforma-
tion. At the end of the film I 
speak louder, I have a bigger 
appetite and I talk with my 
hands. I went from Mazel 
Tov to Salute!”

“The laughs never let 
up,” explains John Moran, 
founder of New Face Media 
Productions whose team 
handled the filming, editing 
and directing. “

Those who were lucky 
enough to obtain tickets to 
the film at Quad Cinema 

were also treated to “The 
Best of Man Banter” which 
featured clips from the fa-
mous public-access show 
and “Occupy Man Banter” 
which has Mike believing 
he is reporting from Occupy 
Wall Street when in reality 
he is at Comic Con 2011.  

The audience laughed 
hysterically watching 
scenes of Mike & company 
crashing a wedding, asking 
political questions to storm 
troopers and learning about 
safe sex from an activist 
who uses corn as a teaching 
tool.

“That was some of the 
funniest footage I’ve ever 
seen,” says filmmaker and 
Bronx resident Joe Hunt, 
who attended the film pre-
miere at the Quad Cinema. 

So what’s next for 
Mike? Could an Oscar be 
in there future? “Charlie 
Chaplin used to say awards 
are for the dying. Keep ‘em 
laughing and you live for-
ever,” said Mike on the red 
carpet during the premiere. 
“Well I’m not Charlie Chap-
lin. That award is going to 
look real nice over my fire-
place”

“From Matzah Ball to 
Meatball: The Jew Got it 
Story” is set for release in 
theaters in 2012. Man Ban-
ter airs live on Wednesdays 
at 8 p.m. on BronxNet Cable-
vision Channel 68 and Man 
Banter Radio airs Thurs-
days between 6 and 8 p.m. 
on Nitelineradio.com. 

(L-r) Film director Rich Rossi, and stars Mike Babchik, Giovanni Paolo and George Noia.

Montefi ore unveils state-of-
art ophthalmology practice

BY VITO SIGNORILE
The newest specialty 

at the Montefiore Medical 
Center has doctors focused 
on the future of eye care in 
the Bronx.

The Montefiore North 
Campus on 600 E. 233rd 
Street officially unveiled 
its brand new, state-of-the-
art Ophthalmology Practice 
to over 100 physicians and 
staff members at a formal 
ribbon cutting ceremony on 
Monday, November 28.

The 5,000-square-foot 
practice, which was funded 
directly by Montefiore, is 
fully equipped with the most 
advanced equipment for the 
diagnosis and treatment of 
any eye disease or condition 
in adults and children.

The new outpatient 
practice is staffed by board-
certified ophthalmologists 
from Montefiore’s Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology and 
Visual Sciences, includ-
ing specialists in pediatric 
ophthalmology, glaucoma, 
cornea, uvetis and retina, 
oculoplastic surgery, and 
refractive surgery.

Dr. Roy Chuck, chair-

man of the Department of 
Ophthalmology and Visual 
Sciences, is looking forward 
to the advanced eye-care 
services that the Montefiore 
North Division will be able 
to provide for new and recur-
ring patients at the hospital.

“The pre-existing clin-
ic was almost one-fifth the 
size of our new practice here 
on the third floor,” Chuck 
said. “I have been here at 
Montefiore for a little over 
three years now and when 
we learned that we would 
be receiving this new space, 
I was very excited. At first 
sight, I saw a lot of space, but 
I realized, we will be able to 
service so many residents of 
the Bronx now.”

With over 20 spacious 
exam and treatment rooms, 
the practice can now service 
up to 200 patients per day. 
Chuck said this will further 
benefit Montefiore’s Oph-
thalmology Department, 
which is already the busiest 
in New York State.

The ophthalmology 
practice is the first com-
pleted phase of a total mod-
ernization of the Carpenter 

Avenue Medical Pavilion, 
Montefiore’s North Campus 
outpatient building. Once 
the renovations are fully 
completed, the pavilion will 
also house state-of-the-art 
practices for Montefiore or-
thopedics, neurology, and 
cardiology.

Montefiore president 
and CEO Dr. Steven Safyer 
was given his first full tour 
of the practice and was im-
pressed with Montefiore’s 
latest advanced technology.

“We now have the op-
portunity, with all of this 
state-of-the-art equipment, 
to allow our excellent staff 
to provide top-notch service 
to our patients,” Safyer said. 
“This is just the beginning 
of great things to come in 
the near future for Mon-
tefiore. With this new prac-
tice, we are able to double 
the amount of patients we 
were previously capable of 
seeing.”

The new Ophthalmol-
ogy Practice is open from 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. For ap-
pointments and more infor-
mation, call (718) 920-2020.

Bronx House to hold Learn to Swim classes
Bronx House, 990 Pel-

ham Parkway South, is 
registration for its Learn to 

Swim classes. Classes start 
Monday, January 9.

For more information 

call Tony Perez, director of 
Aquatics, at (718) 792-1800, 
ext. 251.

Montefiore president and CEO Dr. Steven Safyer (l) cuts the ribbon to the new Ophthalmology Practice 
with department chairman Dr. Roy Chuck.

Photo by Vito Signorile
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Long-time Belmont businesses to close up shop

Bronx Community Pride Center relocates to Kelly Street

Mount Carmel Catholic Books and Gifts served Belmont for over 50 years.
Photos by Vito Signorile

B & G Clothes will be closing down after 93 years of business.

BY BILL WEISBROD
The Bronx’s Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual and Trans-
gender community has a 
new home. 

On Wednesday, Decem-
ber 7, the Bronx Community 
Pride Center officially cut 
the ribon on its new head-
quarters on 975 Kelly Street. 

Up until three weeks 
prior, the center was based 
out of a building on East 
149th Street, near the Hub. 
And according to both staff-
ers and visitors, the previ-
ous office was substandard. 

“You would walk up 
three to four flights (to the 
office) and find used con-
doms, syringes,” said Temi 
Aregbola, director of pre-
vention programs at BCPC. 

Another common com-
plaint about the old space, 
which the BCPC occupied for 
15 years, was that it smelled 
of raw meat from a butcher 
shop underneath. 

The new office signals 
a new era for the organiza-
tion, according president 
Dirk McCall.  

“This is a more usable 
space,” he said. “It’s handi-
cap accessable, it’s more se-
cure, it’s right by the train.”

It is about sixty percent 
the size of 1,200-square-foot 
old office, but the move was 
an easy decision. The BCPC 
signed a 10-year lease on the 
space, which is owned by the 
Arker Companies. Financial 
terms were not disclosed.

Ironically, the new 

BCPC office is on the second 
floor of the Reverand Ru-
ben Diaz Gardens building, 
named for the father of the 
current borough president, 
who as a senator, opposed 
the same sex marriage bill 
that became law in New 
York State earlier this year. 

The BCPC has six full-
time employees and seven 
contract consultants. It 
serves about 1,000 Bronx-
ites.

Seventeen-year-old Ted-
dy Reyes, president of De-
Witt Clinton High School’s 
Gay/Straight Alliance, 
has visited both locations. 
He called the new space 
“cleaner, and more bright.

“The other space was 
kind of dead,” he said.

McCall (far l), Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. (second from l), and BCPC board chair Antonio Centeno 
cut the ribbon on the new space. 

Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.’s office

Two of Belmont’s oldest 
and beloved businesses will 
soon say good-bye

Left with no choice, 
Mount Carmel Catholic 
Books and Gifts at 625 
E. 187th Street and B & 
G Clothes at 586 E. 187th 
Street will officially close at 
the end of the year.

Although Mount Car-
mel Catholic Books and 
Gifts has avoided closure 
in the past, the 50-year-old 
storefront can no longer af-
ford a continuously increas-
ing rent and its owners are 
sad to say that their final 
day of business will be Sat-
urday, December 31.

Conveniently located 

next door to Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish, the 
shop is selling off all of its 
remaining prayer cards, 
religious books, rosaries, 
statues and more, during its 
final weeks.

Belmont Business Im-
provement District presi-
dent Frank Franz said it’s 
unfortunate for the whole 
Belmont community.

“We’re all absolutely 
heartbroken and the entire 
neighborhood will feel the 
loss of these two business-
es,” Franz said. “It never 
occurred to me that one day 
these stores would no longer 
be here to serve the Belmont 

community. I shopped there 
personally and now I have 
to go elsewhere. Our neigh-
borhood will certainly miss 
them.”

B & G clothes nearly 
doubled the book store’s 
tenure. It has been a fixture 

of the neighborhood since 
Santo Giunta opened it in 
1918. After Santo passed 
away, his nephew, Angelo 
Borgese, purchased the 

store and kept it family  op-
erated.

After 93 years, Angelo’s 

son Vincent, has made the 
decision to close the doors 
of B & G forever. Borgese 
acknowledged that a tough 
economy, a diminishing cli-
entele for tailored clothes, 
and the competition from 
department stores, led to 
his decision.

“It was the perfect 
storm that led to my deci-
sion to close,” Borgese said. 
“B & G flourished when ev-
erybody was buying suits. It 
was a time where no matter 
where a man of the working 
class worked, he wore a suit 
to work. Now that’s not the 
case anymore. The newer 
generation no longer shops 

It was the perform storm that led to 
my decision to close. B & G fl ourished 

when everybody was buying suits.
Vincent Borgese

B & G Clothes

in specialty stores such as 
this.”

Borgese said the 
thought of closing the store 
had been discussed for sev-
eral years, but the official 
decision came this past 
April. Now, as Borgese pre-
pares for the end-of-Decem-
ber closing, he is saying his 
final goodbyes to customers 
coming in for their last pur-
chases.

“It’s really tough to let 
go, but it’s just something 
we had to do,” he said. “It’s a 
shame to see all of our again 
under these circumstances, 
but it is great to see them 
one last time.”
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3-month Introductory Nutritional Fitness Program
featuring Group and 1-on-1 Nutritional Counseling, 
Personal Training, a 3-month Gym membership, and 

All-Access to our HydroWorx Pool and Fitness Classes.

Live Healthy

Classes include:

For More Information 
Call WSPT @ 718.409.9444 or visit 
www.wspt.org/bronxfit

GET HEALTY

GET SMART

GET ACTIVE

W   P   S   T 
P  H  Y  S  I  C  A  L  T  H  E  R  A  P  Y  
A  Q  U  A  T  I  C  T  H  E  R  A  P  Y  W  E  L  L  N  E  S  S  

A  C C S SALCDLRO W  E E R A E R I G H H T T R R R O O U N N D 
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Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city.
Every day, we transport milk direct from upstate New York farms to our
plant in Queens. We pasteurize the milk,
package it in half pint cartons, and deliver
it to every New York City public school.

When kids go to school, we ensure they’re
given a nutritious lunch time drink option.
We know healthy kids mean better
learning, and Elmhurst Dairy is committed
to providing New York City’s 1.1 million
school children with a healthy choice.

Elmhurst Dairy – the feelgood
choice that’s also fresh!

7185263442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Local Milk for Local Schools.
The Healthy Choice.

Buy local.

798 Yonkers Ave. Yonkers, NY 10704 

Established 1946

Calvary Hospital renovates beauty salon
Calvary recently hosted a ribbon cut-

ting for its renovated beauty salon located 
on the 4th Floor at its 200-bed flagship hos-
pital in the Bronx. 

A bequest from the estate of former 
long-time hospital volunteer, Nicholas 
(Nick) Giannone was instrumental in mak-
ing the renovation possible. 

Calvary will start offering bedside 
beauty salon services on Thursdays for the 
first time for patients at the Brooklyn Sat-
ellite at Lutheran Medical Center and the 
Bronx campus will now offer a second day 
each week for patients to obtain services i.e. 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

“Offering salon services is one of the 
many unique things we do at Calvary as 
part of our signature care to patients,” said 
Sally Umbro, RN, vice president for Patient 
Care Services. “We are fortunate that we 
have dedicated staff willing to take on addi-
tional responsibilities so that patients can 
be assisted with activities they may no lon-
ger be able to do for themselves.”

From 1987-1999, Giannone volunteered 
at Calvary every Tuesday, from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. He was very dedicated, arranging 
his schedule around his important service 
here. Giannone contributed 3,023 hours of 
service at Calvary. 

Although he spent nearly 50 years as 
a butcher, when Mr. Giannone heard that 
the hospital needed someone to go from 
room to room, giving haircuts to patients, 

he immediately took that on. He faithfully 
carried out this task, along with assisting 
with nutrition carts and with other week-
day Therapeutic Recreation events for pa-
tients and visitors. Giannone passed away 
in March 2009.

The hospital salon services currently 
include: hair wash, cut, styling and mani-
cures.

Patients can choose to receive services 

in their rooms or in the salon. Addition-
ally, manicures are also available for fam-
ily members at the Bronx campus -- upon 
request. All of Calvary’s salon services are 
offered at no charge.

The Calvary Beauty Salon is staffed by 
five cancer care technicians with beauti-
cian licenses and a professional manicur-
ist. 

The adult children of long-time Calvary Hospital volunteer, Nick Giannone, were on hand for the ribbon 
cutting of the renovated beauty salon. 

(Above, l-r)James Giannone (Nick’s son); Emily Bagley (Nick’s daughter), Sally Umbro, RN, vice 
president for Patient Care Services; Frank Giannone (Nick’s son); Richard Kutilek, chief operating 
officer; and Dr. Michael J. Brescia, executive medical director.
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Anthony Adams works hard every day cleaning and maintaining a multimillion dollar 

office building in Downtown Manhattan. But living in one of the most expensive 

cities in the world, he is forced to work two jobs to support a large family.

Anthony is one of the 22,000 office cleaners across the city, who are negotiating with the 

more than 20-billion dollar commercial real estate industry in New York City for a new 

contract. A good contract will help Anthony and his family remain part of the middle class. 

This is good for all of us. 

GOOD JOBS BUILD STRONG COMMUNITIES
25 West 18th Street, New York, NY 10011

32BJ SEIU 
www.standwithbuildingworkers.org

Working
Hard,
Struggling
to Get By
Anthony Adams,

Office Cleaner, Manhattan.
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Paying too much 
for heating oil?
If you answered yes, then you owe it to 
yourself to make a simple phone call today.

866.539.5269
petro.com

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST 
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS   |   PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available in all areas. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms and conditions may apply. 
NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11324

Waste Management is committed to protecting
the environment and preserving 
natural resources. That commitment 
extends to our efforts to restore 
wildlife habitat around our facilities 
nationwide. Working with 
the Wildlife Habitat Council 
and local conservation groups, 
we have set aside over 25,000 
acres for wildlife at 100 
Waste Management sites –
including one right here
in New York City.

To learn more, visit www.thinkgreen.com.

Making a Home for Wildlife 

Special holiday performance at Lehman
Lehman Center for the Performing 
Arts presents a special holiday event, 
Parranda Navideña, a Christmas cel-
ebration featuring the unique jíbaro 
music from the mountains of Puerto 
Rico with three celebrated masters of 
the genre, on Sat., Dec. 17, at 8 pm.  
The concert will feature Felito Felix 
Y El Trio Los Antares in a tribute to 
Felipe Rodríguez, Odilio Gonzalez “El 
Jibarito De Lares,” José Miguel Class 
“El Gallito De Manatí” and the musi-
cians, singers and dancers of Yerb-
abuena.   Joining them will be Estam-
pas de Borinquen, William Guzmán 
and many more special guests.

Lehman Center for the Perform-
ing Arts is on the campus of Lehman 
College/CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West.  Tickets f are: $45, 
$35 and $25, with a special $10 ticket 
price for children 12 and under, and 
can be purchased by calling (718) 
960-8833. Low-cost on-site parking 
available for $5.

* * *
The Riverdale-Yonkers Society for 
Ethical Culture will host a Winter 
Holiday Festival on Sun., Dec. 18, at 
11 am at the Society Meeting House, 
4450 Fieldston Road, corner of Man-
hattan College Parkway.

Everyone is invited to celebrate 
the end of the secular year, the length-
ening of daylight (Winter Solstice) and 
the joy of family and friends, with mu-
sic, fun and surprises.

Following the program there will 
be a potluck luncheon for members, 
friends, visitors and newcomers - a 
fun-filled intergenerational celebration 
for the community.

For further information call (718) 
548-4445.

* * *
The Nutcracker, a ballet in two acts 
from the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow, 
will be broadcast at Lehman College 
twice this month—on Sun., Dec. 18, at 
2 pm in the Speech and Theatre Build-
ing’s Studio Theatre and on Tues., 
Dec. 20, at 1 pm in the Lovinger The-
atre. Admission is $12. 

E.T.A. Hoffman’s classic tale—
later revised by French author Alex-
ander Dumas—is the story of a magi-
cian with secrets, an enchanted gift, a 
battle with the Mouse King, a guiding 
angel and a visit through the Land of 
Snow to the Kingdom of Sweets. The 
ballet draws on all the imagination and 
fantasy of Hoffman’s story of Christ-
mas Eve, when young Clara creeps 

downstairs for one of her presents, but 
finds herself instead in a night of magi-
cal adventures.

The broadcast comes courtesy 
of Lehman Stages and Emerging Pic-
tures, which have partnered to bring 
audiences exclusive world-class cul-
tural programming through the Ballet 
in Cinema series. The series, which 
began in October with a showing of 
the Bolshoi’s Esmeralda and then The 
Sleeping Beauty in November, will 
end its fall season with the Nutcracker 
broadcast. The series will resume in 
January. 

Lehman is located at Goulden 
Avenue and Bedford Park Boulevard. 
Attended parking is available for a $5 
fee. 

For more information, visit www.
lehmanstages.org/ballet-in-cinema.

* * *
Forty Plus of New York, a self-help 
organization, welcomes managers 
and professionals who are looking 
for work. Since 1939, thousands of 
members have used their Forty Plus 
skills and techniques to land worth-
while jobs. To arrange an orientation 
and tour of the Forty Plus offices on 
Seventh Avenue, call (212) 947-4230 
or visit www.fortyplus-nyc.org.

* * *
SUNY North Bronx Career Coun-
seling and Outreach Center is 
offering free computer literacy and 
GED programs during the day and 
evening. They are currently accept-
ing applications at 2901 White Plains 
Road. Classes being Mon., Feb. 6, 
and include GED Preparation, Math 
Tutoring, Business Office Technology, 
Microsoft Certification, ATTAIN Lab 
Computer-based training programs, 
such as Home Health Aide, Can, Se-
curity, Building Maintenance, Office 
Skills, Customer Service, and much 
more.

For further information call (718) 
547-1001.

* * *
The Castle Hill Library, 947 Castle 
Hill Avenue, will present Tax Talks, a 
free tax seminar presented by H&R 
Block, on Sat., Dec. 17, from 1 to 2 
pm.

For further information call (718) 
824-3838.

* * *
Lehman College Professor Christo-
pher Gerry of the Department of Phys-
ics and Astronomy was pleasantly sur-
prised to learn that he was elected a 

Fellow of the American Physical Soci-
ety (APS), the nation’s premiere asso-
ciation of physicists. He knew he had 
been nominated for the fellowship but 
had put it out of his mind. A colleague 
informed him of the good news; it was 
only then that he realized a letter from 
the APS had been sitting on his desk 
for several days, buried under books, 
papers, and files.

According to the APS, fellowship 
election “is a distinct honor because 
the evaluation process, conducted by 
the fellowship committees of individual 
divisions, topical groups, and forums, 
is done entirely by one’s professional 
peers.” Newly elected fellows number 
no more than one-half of one percent 
of Society membership.

The APS elected Dr. Gerry for a 
Fellowship for his “pioneering work in 
quantum optical interferometry, quan-
tum state engineering, and the appli-
cation of group theoretical methods 
in quantum optics.” Quantum optics is 
the study of the quantum mechanical 
properties of light and its interaction 
with matter. Dr. Gerry’s work in inter-
ferometry has potential applications to 
the detection of gravitational waves, 
very weak disturbances of space-time 
generated by astrophysical sources.

His books include Introductory 
Quantum Optics (Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 2005), co-authored with 
Sir Peter l Knight, F.R.S. (a Polish lan-
guage edition was published in 2007) 
and Path Integrals and Coherent 
States for SU(2) and SU(1,1) (World 
Scientific, 1992) with A. Inomata and 
H. Kuratsuji. Dr. Gerry has also has 
published over 160 papers and his 
work is routinely cited (he has some 
3500 citations). His research has been 
funded over the years by grants from 
the National Science Foundation, the 
Department of Defense, and the Re-
search Corporation. He has brought 
approximately $500,000 in funding to 
the College since he began teaching 
here in 1998.

Dr. Gerry earned his B.A. (’72) 
and M.S. (74) in physics at the Univer-
sity of Maine and his Ph.D. at SUNY-
Albany in 1979. He has taught at, 
Seton Hall University; the University 
of Minnesota, Morris; St. Bonaven-
ture University; Amherst College; and 
Polytechnic University before coming 
to Lehman. He is also a member of 
the American Association of Physics 
Teachers and the Optical Society of 
America.

NYSERDA awards to spur energy effectiveness
The New York State 

Energy Research and De-
velopment Authority (NY-
SERDA) has selected a 
Bronx organization to con-
duct grassroots outreach 

to encourage energy effi-
ciency improvements and 
participation in training 
opportunities for clean en-
ergy jobs.

The Northwest Bronx 

Community and Clergy 
Coalition will use its grant 
award to provide workforce 
recruitment outreach in 
the Bronx.
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BETH ABRAHAM HOSTS FREE JAZZ CONCERT
Beth Abraham Health Services Nursing Home on Allerton Avenue hosted a free jazz concert in its auditorium on Wednesday, 
November 30. Composer Charlie Porter and his ensemble played a 60 minute show for residents and staff. The event was 
part of Carnegie Hall’s Musical Connections program, which brings interactive music performances to setting that do not 
often have live music. The program is scheduled to continue at Beth Abraham throughout the winter. 
Above, members of the Charlie Porter Quartet with Beth Abraham staff members.

Photo by Claude Roland

VMA HONORS VETS
Ann Marie Marino’s first grade class at 
Villa Maria Academy saluted veterans 
with the help of Jessica Marino and 
Emily Stewart by making them pins 
with ribbons of red, white, and blue, 
and baking cookies for members 
of the Throggs Neck Memorial Post 
#1456. The children were presented 
with a certificate from Patrick 
Mooney, commander of Post #1456. 
A grandparent who is also a veteran 
also visited class and spoke about his 
experience on the seas. 

(Above) Marino’s class with an 
American flag made of cups in front of 
the school.

(Right) The children receive their 
certificate from Commander Patrick 
Mooney of Throggs Neck American 
Legion Post #1456.

Photos by courtesy of Villa Maria Academy 

BP LAUNCHES WINTER COAT DRIVE

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. (r) and Senator Gustavo Rivera joined volunteer 
organizations New York Cares and Health Plus to kick off the 2011 “Keep The 
Bronx Warm Month” annual coat drive. The drive, which was launched at the 50th 
Precinct on Saturday, December 3, invited Bronxites to donate coats during the 
entire month at the borough president’s office and local precincts.

Photo Courtesy of the Borough President’s Office.

NYBG HOLDS PUERTO RICAN HERITAGE EVENT
The New York Botanical Garden celebrated Puerto Rican Heritage Month on 
Tuesday, November 22 by hosting special workshops and presentations for 
students, educators, and elected officials. Those who attended were able to 
tour and take part in numerous events that celebrate Puerto Rican history and 
tradition. Senator Gustavo Rivera spoke about Puerto Rican pride.

Photo Courtesy of the New York Botanical Garden
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NORTH EAST
CM’TY BANK
TOY DRIVE

BLIND STUDENTS SHOWCASE ARTWORK

BRONX LEBANON
HOSPITAL HOSTS

WORLD AIDS
DAY EVENT

ST. BARNABAS
TREE LIGHTING

North East Community Bank’s 
Bronx branch, on East 187th 
Street and Arthur Avenue, 
will hold its annual toy drive, 
through Friday, December 23. 
Customers are encouraged to 
bring toys which will be donated 
to Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Parish. 

(Above, l-r) customer ser-
vice rep Sonia Morales, teller 
Marie Gooman, branch manager 
Betty Giordini, teller Gabby Ca-
macho and teller Doris Williams.

Borough students who are part of The Jewish Guild for the Blind’s Heilbrun School 
showcased their artistic talents at the Children’s Art Foundation’s Third Annual 
International Children’s Art Exhibition held at Rogue Space Gallery in Manhattan 
on Monday, December 5. The works were labeled in braille. 

Pictured is Daniel Roman of the Bronx in front of his creation. 

Photo courtesy of Jewish Guild for the Blind

t. Barnabas Rehabilitation and Continu-
ing Care Center at 2175 Quarry Road 
hosted its annual Christmas Tree light-
ing with holiday songs sung by P.S. 
59 students. Residents of the nursing 
home were treated to a performance by 
the Emerald Society of Band Pipers. The 
center’s chairman, Thomas Hughes, was 
honored for 16 years of service. 

(Left) Pictured at the lighting are (l-
r) former executive director Alan Rosen-
blut; Councilman Joel Rivera’s chief-of-
staff Albert Alvarez; St. Barnabas chief 
operating officer Len Walsh; chairman 
Thomas Hughes, trustee Elizabeth San-
chez and trustee Helen Foster.Photos courtesy of St. Barnabas

Thomas Hughes, the chairman of the St. Barnabas Rehabilitation and Continuing 
Care Center, stands with members of The Emerald Society of the NYC Department 
of Sanitation. 

Dozens of local teenagers gath-
ered at Bronx Lebanon Hospital 
for the “It Takes a Village to 
Fight HIV/AIDS” event on Thurs-
day, December 1. Those who at-
tended learned more about the 
terrible disease from special 
guest speakers and survivors 
of HIV/AIDS. 

Photo Courtesy of Alonzo Boldin

Photo by Bill Weisbrod
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CARDIAC PATIENT CELEBRATES
101ST BIRTHDAY AT MONTE

Montefiore’s Cardiac Recovery Program gave a 101st birthday party on Monday, 
November 21 to Daisy McFadden, who has been a participant in the program’s 
exercise classes since open heart surgery in 1998. 

McFadden (middle) was given a birthday cake by clinical exercise Physiolo-
gist Vanessa Pahlad Singh and Dr. David Prince. 

Photo Courtesy of Montefiore

AIDS EMPLOYEE HONORED

As part of the Montefiore’s celebration of World AIDS Day on Sunday, December 4, 
social work assistant Ana Lascano was honored with the Milton A. Dennis Award 
for her dedication, diligence, and compassion of as a leading staff member of 
AIDS Center. 

Pictured as Lascano receives her awards are (l-r) Daisy Rodriguez, adminis-
trative director of the Montefiore AIDS Center; Lascano; and medical director for 
the Montefiore AIDS Center Barry Zingman.

Photo courtesy of Montefiore

AFFINITY COLLECTS
COATS FOR EGYPT

Affinity Health Plan participated in the 
2nd annual Egypt’s Give Back Tour, led 
by WBLS radio personality Egypt Sher-
rod. Affinity’s community liaison Cheri-
ta Frazier collected 25 coats and 15 toys 
from employees in one afternoon, and 
they were presented on a live broad-
cast on Thursday, December 1. 

Pictured are (l-r) Frazier, Ciamera 
Jimenez and Bosede Akamiokhor from 
Affinity’s Community Relations Depart-
ment with some of the items. 

Photo courtesy of Affinity

BOROUGH PREZ
LIGHTS 

WOODLAWN
CHRISTMAS TREE

Borough President Ruben Diaz 
Jr. and other local elected of-
ficials joined members of the 
Woodlawn Taxpayers Associa-
tion for their annual Christmas 
Tree lighting and holiday fes-
tival on Saturday, December 
3. Dozens of local residents 
gathered for the ceremony and 
helped spread holiday cheer. 

Photo courtesy of the Borough President’s Office

LATINO COLLEGE FAIR HELD AT FORDHAM UNIVERSITY
The fourth annual Latino 
College Fair for high school 
studnets and their families, 
sponsored by the Commission 
on Independent Colleges and 
Universities (CICU), was held 
at Fordham University on Sat-
urday, November 19. More than 
55 colleges and universities 
participated, and there were 
seminars througout the day on 
topics including planning and 
paying for college. 

Pictured are Marko Jack-
son, Mica Jackson, Aqeel 
Rasheed, and Geraldine Polan-
co, among others. 

Photo by Dario Alequin
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Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail. everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc. termination) apply. See contract,
rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during first 30 days,
but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $325, depending on device (details att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying with
gov’t obligations & chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t req’d chrg. Offer Details: HTC Vivid with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice & minimum $15/mo data plan required is $99.99. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales
representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Sales Tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Min. $15/mo. DataPlus (200MB) plan required;  $15 automatically chrg’d for each additional 200MB provided if initial 200MB is
exceeded. All data, including overages, must be used in the billing period in which it is provided or be forfeited. For more details on data plans, go to att.com/dataplans. Screen images simulated. ©Facebook is a trademark of Facebook, Inc. ©2011 AT&T Intellectual
Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice and
minimum $15/mo data plan required.
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Touro College is an equal opportunity institution

ASSOCIATE’S AND BACHELOR’S DEGREES

• Business Management and Administration with concentrations in: Accounting, Finance, Marketing, 
    Management, Information Systems, Office Technology • Social Sciences • Human Services 
• Psychology • Education • Biology • Digital Multimedia Design
• Paralegal Studies • Liberal Arts and Sciences* • and more
*also in conjunction with the School of Health Sciences

www.touro.edu/nyscas

N Y S C A S
New York School of Career and Applied Studies

a division of TOURO      COLLEGE

CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
• DMX—Digital Media Arts | 212.463.0400 x5588
• Desktop and Web Publishing | 718.336.6471 x30119 Other Professional Opportunities

• Pre-Law • Pre-Medical • Pre-Dental

COME TO ONE OF OUR OPEN HOUSES!

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

TNGSL presents pet gifts
The Throggs Neck 

Girls Softball League pres-
ents Presents For Pets, 
a fundraiser for the no-
kill shelter New Rochelle 
Humane Society, to ring 
awarenesss to the fact the 
Bronx does not have an 
animal shelter. 

Unwanted animals 
from the Bronx are trans-
ported to kill shelters in 
the city. 

The league will be 
collecting towels, sheets, 
blankets, newspapers, wee-

wee pads, brooms, mops, 
detergent, air freshener, 
paper towels, dog and cat 
food, toys, collars, leashes, 
treats, peanut butter, beds, 
cat litter, and money. 

The collection will be 
held on Saturday, Decem-
ber 17, 1 to 3 p.m. at Preston 
High School, 2780 Schurz 
Avenue.

For further informa-
tion go to www.throggs-
neckgirlssoftball or call 
(917) 846-9223.

St. F de Chantal 
features carols

St. Frances de Chan-
tal, 190 Hollywood Avenue, 
presents their annual Les-
sons and Carols Service on 
Sunday, December 18, at 3 
p.m.

The afternoon will fea-
ture the adult and children’s 
choirs. Admission is free. 
All are welcome.

Join in an afternoon of 
prayer and song to ring in 
the advent season.

For further informa-
tion call (718) 792-5500.
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“THE PERFECT FAMILY HOLIDAY COMEDY.”
JOEL AMOS, MOVIEFANATIC.COM

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATRES AND SHOWTIMES
Mobile Users: For Showtimes - Text Message CHIPWRECKED   and your ZIP CODE to 43KIX (43549)

STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16STARTS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
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Rehab wins grant

CMSV honorees
The College of Mount Saint 

Vincent will honor distinguished 
alumnae Nancy Harding ’69 and So-
phia Yan Liu ’69, for their outstand-
ing professional accomplishments, 
outstanding moral character 
and contributions to the commu-
nity with the 2011 Ad Laudem Dei 
Awards.

Dr. Harding is an inventor of 
genetically purified gellan gum, a 
food additive that has helped im-
proved the quality of consumer 
milk and dairy products, and has 
also helped create four other pat-
ented agents.

 For the past decade, Dr. Liu 
has engaged in scholarly activities 
exploring the design, synthesis, and 
study of new molecules with inter-
esting properties.

Ad Laudem Dei award is given 
to individuals whose business or 
professional lives are of national 
significance and illustrate that ser-
vice is not only an activity, but also 
an approach to the responsibilities 
of the work.

Kingsbridge Heights Reha-
bilitation and Care Center was one 
of sixteen nursing homes across 
the country, and one of only four 
from New York, selected to receive 
a $3,500 grant to improve the qual-
ity of life and generate a variety of 
therapeutic outcomes for long-term 
care residents via the establish-
ment of Well-Tuned: Music Players 
for Health Programs.

Music is a central recreational 
activity in long-term care. Because 
it is group based, music availability 
is time-limited and the song selec-
tion is age-appropriate, not person 
specific. It turns out that total music 
personalization magnifies the ben-
efits of music for residents regard-
less of cognitive, physical, or social 
situation in the following ways:
• Drastically reducing agitation and 
sun-downing 
• Increasing resident cooperation 
and attention 
• Increasing engagement and social-
ization 
• Providing meaningful activity for 
persons in dialysis, on vent, and 
bedbound 
• Enabling a non-pharmaceutical 
approach to reducing pain 

The following facilities in New 
York selected were:

Kingsbridge Heights Rehabili-
tation & Care Center, North Shore 
LIJ Orsaz Center, Schervier Nurs-
ing Care Center, and St. Johnland 
Nursing Center Each facility is con-
tributing $2,500 towards the cost of 
program implementation.

The Parkchester South Condominium held its annual Christmas Tree lighting for 
the community at Metropolitan Oval on Wednesday, December 7. The Voices of 
Parkchester Children’s Choir from the condominium’s recreation department 
sang their favorite Christmas carols. Santa Claus and Mrs. Claus were on hand to 
give out candy to the children. 

(Above) Pheobe Ortiz of Parkchester met Mr. and Mrs. Claus.

(Above) Having a great time at the festive tree lighting are Parkchester’s (l-r) 
Monet Williford, Imani Gordon, Rashaud Brewster, and Richard Brewster.

Photos by Laura Stone

PARKCHESTER CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

ARTHUR AVENUE LIGHTS CHRISTMAS TREE

Local elected officials, residents, and business owners of the Belmont area gathered for the annual 
Arthur Avenue Christmas tree lighting at Ciccarone Park on Saturday, December 3. Dozens gathered 
to light the tree, visit Santa Claus, and sing countless holiday carols to welcome in the Christmas 
season. 

(Above) Congressman Jose Serrano (middle) joined Christmas carolers to sing after the tree 
lighting.

(Right) Santa Claus asked all the boys and girls what they wanted for Christmas.

Photos by Dario Alequin
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We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY
Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm
Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave
Bronx, NY 10461

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

BACALAO
9.99 LB. (1 lb. POLY)

BACALAO
12.99  LB. (X-JUMBO)

FRESH CLAMS
JUMBO SNOW CLUSTERS
12.99  LB.

CRAB LEGS (REAL)

24.99  20-24 CT

CRAB LEGS

CLEAN CALAMARI
CLEANED CALAMARI
9.99  2 1/2 LB. PAK

CLEANED JUMBO CALAMARI
12.99  

BRAZIL LOBSTER TAILS
3 oz.     $5.99 each

4 oz.     $7.99 each

5 oz.     $9.99 each

6 oz.  $11.99 each

7 oz.  $13.99 each

8 oz.  $15.99  each

10-12 oz. $21.99  each

SHRIMP

TILAPIA
FILET

$399
LB.

SOLE
FILET  4 OZ.
$699LB.

SALMON
PORTION 8 OZ.

$799LB.

SAVE BIG

$$
B

$

BABY LOBSTER TAILS  1-2 oz.    $299   each

JUMBO ON ICE  (16-20 ct.)            9.99 LB.

E-Z PEEL LARGE SHRIMP 
(31-40 ct. 2lb. Bag )                       7.99 LB.                       

CLEAN SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS
LARGE SHRIMP  (31-40 ct.)               9.99 LB.

JUMBO SHRIMP  (16-20 ct.)       12.99 LB.

COLOSAL SHRIMP  (U15 ct.)      18.99 LB.

COOKED SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

$

S

FOR TYPOGGRAPHICAL ERROR

J
C

C

GRAPHICA

SALAD SHRIMP                               6. 99 LB.

MEDIUM  (71-90 ct.)                        8.99 LB.

EXTRA LARGE  (31-40 ct.)            10.99 LB.

JUMBO  (21-25 ct.)                        15.99 LB.

OCTUPUS
3.99  (6-8)

SCUNGILLI
14.99 (29 oz. CAN)

NEW ZEALAND
GREEN SHELLED
MUSSELS
(MEDIUM - 2 LB. BOX)

9.99

www.giordanos-big-g.com

CLEANED  (P.E.I.)

MUSSELS
2 LB. BAG
5.99

$499
STUFFED
CLAMS
5.99 9 PAK 

9 99

T

$

SAV

Researchers study cancer metastasis
Researchers at Albert 

Einstein College of Medicine 
of Yeshiva University have 
discovered that cancer cells 
tap into a natural recycling 
system to obtain the energy 
they need to keep dividing. 
In a study with potential im-
plications for cancer treat-
ments, Einstein researchers 
used genetic manipulation 
to turn off this recycling 
system within the walls of 
cells and stop both tumor 
growth and metastasis (can-
cer spread). The findings 
were published in today’s 
online edition of Science 
Translational Medicine.

Ana Maria Cuervo, 
M.D., Ph.D.Scientists have 
known that cancer cells re-
quire a large amount of en-
ergy in the form of glucose 
(sugar) to support their ab-
normally rapid growth. But 
it wasn’t clear how cancer 
cells met those energy needs. 
The study shows that cancer 
cells fuel their growth by 
revving up autophagy, a re-
cycling process that occurs 

in cell compartments called 
lysosomes.

During autophagy, 
which literally means “self-
eating,” Pac-Man-like lyso-
somes digest worn-out pro-
teins and other damaged 
cellular components. “But 
lysosomes are not merely 
trash containers,” said 
Ana Maria Cuervo, M.D., 
Ph.D., the paper’s senior 
author and professor of de-
velopmental and molecular 
biology, of anatomy and 
structural biology and of 
medicine. “They are more 
like little recycling plants 
in which cellular debris is 
transformed into energy. 
Cancer cells seem to have 
learned how to optimize this 
system to obtain the energy 
they need.”

Dr. Cuervo and her col-
leagues detected unusually 
high levels of chaperone-me-
diated autophagy, one of the 
types of autophagy, in cells 
from more than 40 types of 
human tumors – but not in 
healthy tissue surrounding 

the tumors. (In chaperone-
mediated autophagy, small 
proteins guide debris to the 
lysosomes for digestion.)

When we used genetic 
manipulation to block the 
activity of this recycling 
process, the cancer cells 
stopped dividing and most 
of them died,” Dr. Cuervo 
said. “We also applied this 
procedure to tumors in 
mice, resulting in dramatic 
tumor shrinkage and al-
most complete blockage of 
metastasis.”

The researchers believe 
that selectively blocking this 
type of autophagy in cancer 
cells could be a useful strat-
egy for shrinking tumors 
and halting metastasis. “In 
future research, we hope to 
develop drugs that can mim-
ic what we have done using 
genetic manipulation,” said 
Dr. Cuervo. 

The paper is titled 
“Chaperone-mediated au-
tophagy is required for tu-
mor growth.” 

Offi ce  of clinical trails established at 
MMC to study new therapies, devices 

Montefiore Medical 
Center and Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine 
of Yeshiva University have 
established an Office of 
Clinical Trials (OCT) to 
bring new therapies more 
rapidly to patients through 
the facilitation of efficient, 
compliant and timely con-
duct and management of 
clinical studies.

“The ultimate goal of 
the OCT is to improve the 
infrastructure investiga-
tors need to help navigate 
the conduct of a clinical 
trial,” said Barrett Katz, 
MD, MBA, executive di-
rector of the OCT, Frances 
DeJur Chair in Ophthal-
mology, and Professor of 
Ophthalmology, Neurology 
and Neurosurgery at Mon-
tefiore Medical Center and 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine. “We are striv-
ing to provide exceptional 
support to our physicians, 
which will foster better 
health outcomes for our 

patients and afford them 
access to state-of-the-art 
therapies and pharmaceu-
ticals.” 

 Through the OCT, 
investigators will be pro-
vided with resources and 
advice on best practices for 
finding, activating and con-
ducting trials. They will 
receive assistance with 
subject enrollment and re-
tention, financial counsel 
on how to secure funding 
and negotiate budgets and 
advice on contracting is-
sues and business develop-
ment.  The OCT will help 
administer Montefiore’s re-
search billing compliance 
program. 

 “Montefiore is com-
mitted to ensuring that 
our patients have access to 
the best and most ground-
breaking treatments,” said 
Steven M. Safyer MD, presi-
dent and CEO of Montefiore 
Medical Center.”With our 
partner, Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, we 

have established the Office 
of Clinical trials (OCT), to 
support promising investi-
gators and researchers in 
their pursuit of new knowl-
edge to improve the health 
and well-being of our pa-
tients.”

“The OCT will not 
only increase the scope and 
volume of clinical trial ac-
tivity at Einstein and Mon-
tefiore, but also encourage 
young faculty to participate 
in clinical and translation-
al research,” said Allen M. 
Spiegel, MD, the Marilyn 
and Stanley M. Katz dean 
of Einstein. “This collabo-
ration is paramount in our 
efforts to improve health 
outcomes.” 

The Office of Clini-
cal Trials is located on the 
eighth floor of the Moses 
Research Tower on the Mo-
ses Campus, and on the fifth 
floor of the Mazer building 
on the Einstein Campus. 
For more information, visit 
the website.
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RED HATS HEAD TO NEW JERSEY DOO WOP SHOW
On Tuesday, December 6, the Bronx Red Hat Roses and the Graceful Ladies of Co-op City boarded a bus for the Royal Manor Theater in 
Garfield, N.J., where they took a holiday-themed Doo Wop concert. The bus was sponsored by Senator Jeff Klein. 

(Above) Queen Olive Glasgow of the Precious Ladies of Co-Op City (far left) and and Queen Annmarie Correale (far right) and the rest 
of the red hats as the bus gets set to depart from Bartow Avenue in Co-op City.

Photo by Laura Stone

ITEM: It’s “Harry 
Hour” every Monday eve-
ning with the neighborhood’s 
friendliest bartender Harry 
Boyle behind the stick at The 
Wicked Wolf on East Trem-
ont! Say hello or share a story 
with the one and only Harry 
and sample some of the new 
menu at The Wicked Wolf. 
Some places in New York 
City may claim to be both but 
The Wicked Wolf truly is a 
full service bar and full res-
taurant. Enjoy!

ITEM: One of the prob-
lems for the slightly older 
music lover is they don’t want 
to come off as close minded to 
modern music on the radio, 
but at the same time they 
don’t want to compromise 
their ideals by pretending 
to accept sounds and images 
they clearly don’t enjoy. 

OVERHEARD IN A 
BRONX BAR: “I don’t think 
the world is going to remem-
ber Bieber and Gaga in 30 

years the way they still listen 
to The Beatles and Zeppelin 
now!”

ITEM: New singer/song-
writer from the Bronx area. 
The Name: Clem! He just 
did a gig at Otto’s Shrunken 
Head in Manhattan. Keep an 
ear out for him. 

ITEM: The original 
band Tricked Out Country 
just landed a great gig. Catch 
them at The Rodeo Bar in 
NYC on Monday, January 2, 
8:30 p.m., www.trickedout-
country.com

ITEM: Over and over 
I hear great things about 
The Legendary Bar on East 
Tremont.

ITEM: Paddy’s on the 
Bay on a Friday afternoon 
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recently. Five words: Lots of 
people having fun!

ITEM: The Clubhouse 
on City Island Avenue is do-
ing it right with live music 
and family atmosphere.

ITEM: Larry Russell of 
Beatlestock, who also played 
bass with Billy Joel in the 
early solo days, recently was 
interviewed on The Joe Cook 
Show on WVLT-FM Radio. 
You can hear it on the sta-
tions website.

ITEM:  Psychic Reading 
Wednesday evenings at The 
Icehouse! 6 p.m. with dinner.

ITEM: Saturday, Decem-
ber 17, it’s the band Just Nuts 
at Spoto’s! www.spotosnyc.
com

ITEM: As a society we 

Rock on the Bronx: Stop overreacting
From previous page need to stop overreacting to 

insensitive speech. People 
are losing their jobs over a 
random joke, tweet or a so-
cial network blurb. 

I’m not talking about 
someone making consis-
tent day in and day out hate 
speech. (Which oddly seems 
more protected sometimes as 
if that person is rewarded for 
their convictions while the 
out of character insensitive 
remark is pounced upon be-
cause that target is easier to 
take on.) 

We’re talking about hu-
manity here. 

Every single human be-
ing on this planet has made 
and will continue to make a 
mistake every so often. 

Every human is part 

saint and sinner.  
Swinging the ax on ev-

ery verbal mistake is not fair 
or teachable. 

I’m all for demonizing 
insensitive statements, but 
don’t ostracize the individu-
als so quickly; it’s arrogant, 
useless and actually might 
create a martyred under-
ground of frustrated angry 
people who’ve been subjected 
to punishment that was arbi-
trary and over reaching. 

Humanity is very com-
plex. People are not walking 
sound bites whose entire 
lives should be branded obso-
lete by one misstatement. 

Give a hand to your fel-
low man this Holiday Season. 
Show love and receive love. 
Rock on. Rock out.

History forum features immigrant ships
BY BILL TWOMEY

The East Bronx His-
tory Forum will host their 
final lecture of 2011 on 
Wednesday,  December 21 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Huntington 
Free Library located at 9 
Westchester Square.  

This month’s meeting 
will feature noted maritime 
historian Norman J. Brou-
wer, the world renowned 
author of several books in-
cluding the “International 
Register of Historic Ships.”  

This major work has 
become known as the bible 
for ship enthusiasts and is 
currently in its third edi-
tion.  

Brouwer  has lectured 
throughout the world and 
always draws  a  great crowd 
so it’s advisable to come ear-

ly as seating is limited.  
He will be speaking 

about the ships that im-
migrants came over to 
America on, both sail and 
steam, from the Mayflower 
through the 1960s. 

The History Forum 
meets on the third Wednes-
day of each month at the 
Huntington Free Library 
and the meetings are open 
to the general public and 
there is no admittance fee.  

Interested parties are 
encouraged to check its 
website at www.bronxnyc.
com where both past and 
upcoming events and speak-
ers may be viewed.  Each 
month features new and ex-
citing topics and well-versed 
speakers.  

City Island was fea-

tured last month and Debo-
rah Wye will speak on the 
history of the Orchard 
Beach Pavilion in January.  

Mark your calendars 
now and start the new year 
off by learning something 
new about the Bronx each 
month.

 Call the librarian, 
Catherine McChesney, at 
(718) 829-7770 to obtain fur-
ther directions or to con-
firm that there are no can-
cellations in the event of 
inclement weather.

The library is adjacent 
to the Apple Bank for Sav-
ings just south of Benson 
Street and across the street 
from Owen Dolen Park.  It is 
a landmarked building well 
worth a visit in and of itself.

Annual Epiphany Concert on City Is.
An Epiphany Concert 

will be held at Grace Episco-
pal Church, 116 City Island 
Avenue, on Sunday, January 
8, at 4 p.m. Snow date will be 
Sunday, January 15, at 4 p.m.

Sing We Enchanted, 
a cappella vocal ensemble, 
now in its eighteenth season, 
will perform An Epiphany 
of Carols.  The program be-
gins with some of the earli-
est known carols and then 
turns the page to today’s tra-
ditional holiday favorites and 
popular standards. Listen-
ers will have the chance to 

more quietly enjoy a variety 
of European old-time carols, 
festive holiday ballads, and 
contemporary Christmas ar-
rangements - away from the 
usual hectic pace of the holi-
day season. 

 The ten member group 
of mixed voices performs 
across the tri-state area and 
is committed to entertain-
ing audiences with a unique 
repertoire from several cen-
turies.      

 A festive wine and 
cheese reception will be held 
following the concert.

 Tickets are $25 in ad-
vance, $30 at the door.  Seat-
ing is limited to 100  people.  
Tickets may be purchased 
a by using Paypal through 
the Grace Church website, 
www.gracecityisland.org, 
or by check received by De-
cember 30. Make payment to 
Grace Church and address it 
Epiphany Concert, c/o Grace 
Church, 116 City Island Av-
enue, Bronx NY 10464. 

To make reservations 
call (718) 885-1080 and leave 
your name, phone number 
and ticket request.
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OUR ANIMALS HAVE FOOD, SHELTER AND TOYS FOR THEIR YOUNG. BUT MANY NEW YORKERS CAN’T AFFORD 
THESE SIMPLE NECESSITIES. THAT’S WHY THE WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY IS HELPING TO COLLECT 
FOOD AND TOYS FOR FAMILIES IN NEED THIS HOLIDAY SEASON. FOR EVERY NEW, UNWRAPPED TOY OR  
GROCERY BAG FILLED WITH 10 OR MORE PACKAGED FOOD ITEMS*, WE WILL PROVIDE ONE FREE GENERAL 
ADMISSION TICKET—LIMIT 4 PER FAMILY, VALID 1/01/2012 THROUGH 6/30/2012. 

DON’T MISS AMAZING ICE SCULPTURES 12/26–12/30, ICE COMPETITION 12/29, CLYDESDALE HORSE CARRIAGE RIDES,  
THE POLAR EXPRESS 4-D EXPERIENCE, GIFTS FOR THE ANIMALS AND MORE THIS DECEMBER AT THE BRONX ZOO.  

VISIT WCS.ORG/FOODTOYDRIVE FOR DETAILS.

Photo: Julie Larsen M
aher @ W

CS

Disclaimer: ONE general admission ticket to the Bronx Zoo will be provided for a donation of one new, unwrapped toy OR for every 10 food items at the Bronx Zoo, Central Park Zoo, Prospect Park Zoo or Queens Zoo. ONE general admission ticket 
to the New York Aquarium will be provided for a donation of one new, unwrapped toy OR for every 10 food items at the New York Aquarium.  Limit of four tickets per family, valid 1/01/12  –6/30/12. Food items must be canned, packaged and/
or nonperishable foods – perishable items are not permitted. All WCS decisions final.  For details on donation food items go to wcs.org/foodtoydrive. Promotion available from 11/19/11–12/31/11. May not be combined with any other offer.

DROP OFF LOCATIONS: BRONX ZOO, NEW YORK AQUARIUM, 
CENTRAL PARK ZOO, PROSPECT PARK ZOO, QUEENS ZOO

Help us kEep  
alL of New  
York’s familIes 
Well-fEd this  
wintEr.

Bronx Borough President
Ruben Diaz, Jr.

Brooklyn Borough President
Marty Markowitz

Doggie
Desk

BY TONY DELUCA
It’s often said that veter-

inarians have to be extraor-
dinarily talented doctors 
because their patients can’t 
tell them where it hurts. 

Often a dog doesn’t even 
reveal that anything hurts. 

And there is an evo-
lutionary reason for dogs 
hiding their pain. Dogs are 
pack animals, descended 
from wolves. 

A puppy, or wolf cub, 
in pain will cry out in hope 
that the mother will react 
and naturally and come to 
his or her aid. 

However, an adult sick, 
or injured wolf is a liability 
to pack strength and is at 
risk for being abandoned or 
killed. 

Our dogs often retain 
these same instincts for 
self preservation. If you’re 
familiar with your dog’s 
character and habits, you’ll 
be able to spot subtle pain 
symptoms more quickly. 

Some dogs will whine 
and whimper and come to 
you for comfort when hurt-
ing. Others may withdraw 
and mask their pain. 

Just because a dog 
isn’t showing signs of pain 
doesn’t mean she isn’t in 
pain. You or the vet may be 
able to elicit some responses 
from the dog to get indica-
tions of what hurts, but even 
that is difficult. 

Their “survival of the 
fittest” may cause the dog to 

be aggressive. Aggression is 
the dog’s attempt to protect 
the vulnerable area from 
further pain. 

The person trying to get 
the dog to move, pick up the 
dog or even pet her doesn’t 
know the dog’s aggression is 
related to pain. 

The possibilities for 
pain in a dog are wide-rang-
ing. A few possibilities are 
pain in the spine, hip,  foot, 
elbow, shoulder, neck knee 
ear and abdomen. 

Pain in any of these 
areas can have a variety of 
causes. Dogs also get head-
aches, especially after a 
head injury. 

Everything you can 
observe about your dog’s be-
havior, no matter how slight 
or subtle, has the potential 
to save your dog’s life. 

Do not wait and see 
if the problem gets better 
or goes away. It may be too 
late. 

Contact your vet at 
once. 

We just recently went 
through an episode with Da-
kota. She was sitting up and 
my wife was petting her in 
her shoulder area. She let 
out a yelp. 

There was no indica-

tion of what was wrong, 
except for the yelp. We did 
not hesitate and immedi-
ately took her to the Animal 
Medical Center in Manhat-
tan, but they could not find 
anything. 

And Dakota’s behavior 
never changed, which made 
it more difficult to deter-
mine what was wrong. 

About a week later,she 
ran around in the yard. Ev-
erything appeared to be fine 
and normal. Approximately 
20 minutes after she went 
upstairs, I called upstairs 
for my wife, Patty, to send 
her down for a walk. My 
wife said Dakota got up and 
immediately held her right 
hind leg in the air and would 
not put pressure on it. 

Without hesitation we 
went right back to AM C. 
She was diagnosed with a 
sprained AC L. 

We went home with 
medication and special in-
structions and restrictions 
for Dakota. Well, she is do-
ing fine. However, until she 
favored that leg, except for 
the yelp, everything seemed 
to be normal. 

So, please, do not try to 
diagnose your dog. Leave 
that to the vet. Just try and 
know your dog as best you 
can. 

Also, if your dog does 
require special treatment 
and restrictions, follow the 
instructions to the max. Do 
not short-change your dog.

BRONXITE CELEBRATES 100TH BIRTHDAY

Lucille Grello celebrated her 100th birthday in style with a surprise party at Villa Barone Ristorante on 
Saturday, December 3. Grello (bottom center) was able to enjoy a great night with her closest family 
and friends as she was proud to reach a milestone birthday. 

Photo by Laura Stone
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 PART TWO

Hutchinson follows Native American trail to Rhode Island
She began her trek to 

Rhode Island with her fam-
ily and followers in April fol-
lowing the single file Native 
American trail that Roger 
Williams and her husband 
had taken earlier.  Williams 
had sought refuge at the win-
ter camp of Massasoit when 
he ran into difficulty.  Mas-
sasoit was the Wampanoag 
sachem who had helped save 
the Massachusetts Bay Col-
ony from starvation so they 
were well-acquainted with 
each other.   I would imagine 
that William Hutchinson had 
sought Roger Williams’ ad-
vice when traveling to Rhode 
Island and he would most 
likely have advised his wife 
and her fellow travelers to 
also look to Massasoit for ad-
vice on the safety of the trail 
at the time. 

The trek was a minimum 
of six days in length and af-
ter arriving at Narragansett 
Bay they took the short boat 
trip over to Aquidneck Is-
land (Aquidneck is the native 
American term for floating 
mass) where her husband, 
William, had already started 
construction of their home.  

His settlement there was 
called Pocasset which trans-
lates to “where the stream 
widens.” The name was later 
changed to Portsmouth.  Wil-

liam Coddington, who sided 
with Anne Hutchinson when 
she was tried, left Massachu-
setts with William and some 
of the other dissenters and he 
was among the twenty-three 
men who signed the Ports-
mouth Compact in Boston on 
March 7, 1638 electing him as 
governor. 

Anne arrived with ad-
ditional followers during 
the second week of April 
1638.  William Coddington 
was deposed as governor on 
April 28, 1639 and William 
Hutchinson was elected to 
the position.   Coddington 
then moved to Newport at the 

south end of Aquidneck Is-
land.  Portsmouth and New-
port were reunited on March 
12, 1640 and Coddington was 
once again elected governor.  
In the interim, a new politi-
cal system was created sepa-
rating church and state and 
creating the justice system of 
trial by peers. This was con-
firmed by the 39 freemen and 
became the law of the land in 
Rhode Island. 

William Hutchinson 
passed away late in 1641 dur-
ing which time overtures 
were being made between 
the Rhode Island colonies 
and the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony.  The talks of reunit-
ing the two colonies created 
a great deal of fear in Anne 
after all she went through 
with her two trials.  Another 
former colonist who had relo-
cated from Massachusetts to 
Rhode Island had sought and 
obtained permission from 
the Dutch to settle on their 

land.  Thus it was that John 
Throckmorton obtained a 
land grant from Dutch Gov-
ernor Wilhelm Kieft to settle 
on the Vriedlandt (land of 
peace) in Dutch territory.  
Although his settlement in 
1642 was short-lived, it still 
bears his name in the form 
of Throggs Neck.  His land 
grant extended north to what 
we now know as the Hutchin-
son River delta.

Anne Hutchinson was 
desperate to get away from the 
control of the British and also 
sought to establish herself in 
Dutch territory.  Thus it was 
that she and much of her fam-
ily traveled south, probably 
by boat, to the area north of 
Throckmorton’s Neck and 
the Hutchinson River delta 
to set up her homestead.  No 
official land grant or patent 
from the Dutch exists but we 
do know that she established 
her home on the west side of 
the river that now bears her 
name.  The land would have 
to be relatively flat and suf-
ficiently inland and tillable 
enough to maintain a farm.  
She hired a distant relative, 
James Sands, to build her 

home and the Native Ameri-
cans soon made it apparent 
that she was not welcome 
there.  She persisted but her 
timing was very bad as the 
Dutch governor Wilhelm 
Kieft had initiated a series of 
raids upon the Native Ameri-
cans creating a war-like at-
mosphere that was retaliat-
ed.  Anne’s entire settlement 
with the exception of one 
nine year old daughter, Su-
sannah, was massacred.  Su-

sannah was later ransomed 
by an older brother who had 
remained in Massachusetts.  
She married John Cole in 
1651 and the couple moved to 
Rhode Island and had eleven 
children. The location of 
Anne Hutchinson’s home has 
been the subject of numerous 
investigations over the years 
but still remains unknown 
somewhere beneath Co-op 
City.

ANNE HUTCHINSON

33 Community Newspapers
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Spellman holds 6th S.O.S.S. brunch
Cardinal Spellman 

High School hosted its 6th 
Annual Support Our Spell-
man Students Brunch last 
month at the New York 
Athletic Club in Manhat-
tan. Honorees this year 
were Patrick Boyle and Dr. 
Brenda Nurse, both of the 
Class of 1971, and Michael 
Geoghegan, Class of 1977. 
The S.O.S.S. Fund helps 
partially pay the tuition of 
students who would not oth-
erwise be able to complete 
their Spellman education. I  

The brunch included 
several performances by 
the Spellman Gospel Sensa-
tions, under the direction of 
faculty member and Class 
of 2000 graduate, Mila Bel-
lo. Mr. Daniel O’Keefe, the 
newly appointed Principal of 
Cardinal Spellman this year, 
thanked those in attendance 
for their support and gener-
osity and Rev. Trevor Nich-
olls, President of Spellman, 
announced that in the 13 
years the S.O.S.S. has been in 
existence, it has raised over 
$1,000,000, and helped over 
500 students. Prior to the in-
troduction of the honorees, 
several student scholarship 
recipients expressed their 
gratitude to those that help 
make a Spellman education 
possible for them.

Patrick Boyle is a re-

tired executive vice presi-
dent of New York Life In-
vestment Management LLC, 
and a current member of the 
Spellman Foundation Board 
and the Board of Trustees. 
He grew up in Riverdale. 
Upon retirement, Boyle’s 
colleagues donated funds 
for a scholarship partnered 
with the First Tee of Met-
ropolitan New York, which 
benefits Spellman students 
who participate in the First 
Tee Golf program.

Dr. Brenda Nurse grew 
up in the south Bronx, and 
is the chief of Infectious Dis-
eases at Hospital for Special 
Care in New Britain, CT. She 
also helped fund the Class 
of 1971 Endowed Scholar-
ship, and participates in the 
Partnership of Support pro-
gram, sponsoring a scholar-
ship for academically gifted 
but financially challenged 
students. Dr. Nurse received 
her medical degree from 
Downstate Medical Center, 
State University of New 
York, and her medical resi-
dency training was complet-
ed at the State University 
Hospital and Kings County 
Hospital in Brooklyn. Over 
the years, she has received 
numerous awards from the 
American Medical Associa-
tion, and is also a Professor 
of Clinical Medicine and 

Assistant Dean for Medical 
Education at the University 
of Connecticut School of 
Medicine.

Michael Geoghegan is 
vice chairman at CB Rich-
ard Ellis, Inc. He is from 
Parkchester, and his fam-
ily established the Sr. Cath-
erine Herlihy Endowed 
Scholarship in 2007 for an 
entering freshman from 
St. Raymond’s Elementary 
School. Sister Catherine, 
who passed away in 2007, 
was chairperson of the 
Guidance Department at 
Spellman for many years, 
and Geoghegan’s aunt. At 
CB Richard Ellis, he deals 
with commercial leasing, 
sales, consulting and finan-
cial advisory matters. A 
retired commander in the 
Navy and a former P-3 pilot, 
Geoghegan has a B.S. from 
the U.S. Naval Academy and 
MBA from Harvard Busi-
ness School. He is married 
and has three children.

Members of the Event 
Committee included Rose-
marie (Muranelli) Baker, 
Paula (Williams) Madison 
and Sherry Bellamy, of the 
Class of 1970, and Gerald 
Adolph of the Class of 1971. 
All are enthusiastic sup-
porters of the S.O.S.S. fund, 
and have been honored at 
prior S.O.S.S. Brunches.

(L-r) Rev. Trevor Nicholls, president; Patrick Boyle; Dr. Brenda Nurse; Michael Geoghegan; and Daniel 
O’Keefe, principal.

St. Catharine announces honor roll
St. Catharine Academy 

has announced the names of 
students who have earned 
first quarter first and sec-
ond honors.  They are: 

SCA First Quarter First Honors:  
Class of 2012:  Emian Ali, Alana Ayala, 
Janee Betancourt, Lexeus Betancourt, 
Melissa Borrero, Shannon Butler, Briana 
Carbon, Ciela Ann Castro, Tiffany Crec-
co, Alyssa DelValle, Antonetta Gambino, 
Klaudia Gjergji, Aricelies Gonzalez, 
Sinead Gooney, Zamira Hysaj, Raven 
Irabor, Somia Javed, Kelly Juliano, Lisa 
Lall, Alyssa LaPadula, Kimberly Nanta, 
Kristin Negron, Le My Ngo, Maria Nikol-
opoulos, Kristina Nokaj, Amber Pagan, 
Melanie Pappalardi, Meri Preldakaj, 
Bridgitte Rivera, Elena Rodriguez, 
Amber Rosado, Jessica Sepp, Renee 
Sewell, Aisha Shillingford, Alma Simoni, 
Kiana Thompson, Kaitlynn Toro, Jazmille 
Vargas, Nicole Ward.   Class of 2013:  
Chinwe Abaraoha, Oluwayomi Adeniyi, 
Dominique Angell, Leonora Berisha, Di-
ane Butler, Juline Cano, Ariane Castro, 
Cassie Dulac, Jazmin Fortuna, Yane-
lis Hernandez, Laura Hooks, Vanessa 
Jasmin, Arielle Jean-Pharuns, Natalia 
Lantigua Mancebo, Kiana Manon, An-
gelica Marquez, Selena Merino, Enida 
Morina, Nhi Nguyen, Janet Ramirez, 
Trisha Rosado, Jenil Rosario, Tatiana 
Salcedo, Abeke Teyibo, Demetra Ver-
outis, Marinele Vucinaj.  Class of 2014:  
Joanna Abaraoha, Jamie Abudu-Solo, 
Valerie Amarosa, Julie Araujo, Briana 
Arnao, Vanessa Battista, Leanna Bo-
nanno, Jacklyn Borja, Nicolette Cibelli, 
Kelsey Columna, Xhesika Corraj, Amber 
Cruz, Lilybeth Delgado, Amanda Espi-
nal, Jacqueline Figueroa, Valona Gjeka, 
Maria Healy, Samea Jasavic, Gina Lall, 
Alexa Lugo, Ashlica Malcolm, Shanti 
Olivero, Ariana Pazmino, Desirae Pena, 
Tiffanie Perricone, Kaila Quinones, Alon-
dra Ramirez Benitez, Megan Rodriguez, 
Angela Ullman, Jenesis Veras.  Class 
of 2015:  Gbemisola Adaramola, Gen-
evieve Aguilan, Feyisara Aikulola, Taina 
Arce, Aimee Arias, Nerys Castillo-San-

tana, Kadean Chambers, Kiana Chen, 
Martine Cioffi, Arrianna Colquhoun, 
Iyana Conaway, Doralis Corniel, Jaileen 
Cortes, Caitlin Dixon, Diana Djurasevic, 
Xhesilda Gjyriqi, Erica Gonzalez-Bravo, 
Allison Griffith, Harianne Hewitt, Tamie 
Le, Sabrina LoMedica, Indya Lowery, 
Karin Meythaler Falcones, Serena 
Molina, Michelle Mottl, Veronica Nwa-
hiri, Blair Ortiz, Brianna Picone, Yo-
landa Pinckney, Rabeea Rafiq, Angelie 
Rendon-Martinez, Yuliya Samboryk, 
Alina Sydorenko, Sienna Tirado, Pamela 
Udoye, Shelda Zajmi.

First Quarter, Second Honors:  
Class of 2012:  Dunia Abdulkader, 
Ashley Albarracin, Karen Arzuaga, Liz-
mari Bernal, Atisha Bhuiyan, Andrea 
Biblioni-Mercedes, Abigail Black, Jamila 
Black, Brittany Burgos, Carmela Cau-
tillo, Ashley Centeno, Jennifer Chavez, 
Donika Cotaj, Aiyana Crews, Angelica 
Cruz, Jasmine Cruz, Shanice Dawson, 
Essence Delgado, Ashley Fermin, Elisa 
Frangaj, Alexa Giampia, Diomaris Gon-
zalez, Marlene Gonzalez, Evis Haxhari, 
Roberta Hope, Shauna Ingram, Veron-
ica Juncaj, Akunne Kanu, Tyana Ken-
nedy, Jacqueline Lugo, Krysta Manayon, 
Brauna Marks, Brianna Medina, Terica 
Medwinter, Elizabeth Mendoza Laixsa 
Mercado, Ne’Asa Mitchell, Amanda Or-
tiz, Alina Peralta, Brittanie Perez, Jannel 
Perez, Medeline Ramos, Samira Reda, 
Natalie Reyes, Shauna Roberts, Stephe-
nie Rodriguez, Raquel Rosario, Alyssa 
Ruiz, Shayann Santiago, Fardis Shayan-
far, Iliana Soto, Nicole Taveras, Aaliyah 
Toney, Samelle Tyson,Ashontinee Wal-
lace, Jacquetta Wiggins, Ingrid Wil-
liams.  Class of 2013:  Jennifer Batista, 
Kimberly Bazan, Dominique Benn, Liana 
Billingy, Kalani Browne, Kaylani Caballe-
ro, Naniaka Camara, Natalya Carmona, 
Shanel Chin, Shanice Corbett, Jocelyn 
De Leon, Lisanna DeSieno, Shannan 
Drew, Brittney Foggy-Alexander, Jamel 
Garcia, Gianna Giampia, Elizabeth 
Gonzalez, Maryssa Green, Shannon 
Hilario, Mijanoux Joachim Robinson, 
Giovanna LoPiccolo, Jennifer Lorenz, 
Angela Maiorino, Shannon Malcolm, 

Carlyn Martinez, Abigail Matamoros, 
Briana Matos, Yasmine Montes De Oca, 
Janelle Pascual Alba, Johanna Perez, 
Mariellina Perez, Jahmelia Peters, Tru-
dy-Ann Prince, Destiny Quiles, Pembe 
Rebolledo, Stephanie Resto, Brittany Ri-
vera, Ana Rodriguez, Kelly Rosati, Ash-
ley Schorea, Alana Sierra, Dajah Smith, 
Stephanie Taboas, Christina Thorsen, 
Randi Trinidad, Jessica Vazquez, Taylor 
Velez, Sophia Venegas Suazo, Johana 
Villar, Diamond Villegas, Gabarielle 
Vitiello, Luiza Vukaj, Precious Wright.  
Class of 2014:  Jaime Angelo, Kather-
ine Angulo, Victoria Avellino-Batt, Tara 
Bellaby, Joanna Bopari, Carla Cadenas, 
Minerva Cano, Kristina Cofresi, Victoria 
D’Alessandro, Laura Delgado, Alijah 
Falcon, Crystal Fino, Tahjae Fisher, 
Zanae Fisher, Marina Fraga, Ariana 
Garcia, Albenita Haxhaj, Bianca Heng, 
Paola Labastida, Christina Lombardo, 
Quyen Luong, Bute Mehovic, Julianne 
Melendez, Savannah Miranda, Amanda 
Mondelli, Sairah Noreen, Katherine 
Nunez, Thessaly Ovalle, Nandi Piper, 
Nikolet Preldakaj, Brittney Ramsaroop, 
Sanina Reid, Ashley Sencion, Yaritza 
Sencion, Dana Sica, Jenna Stokes, Lau-
ren Toro, Christine Torres, Xibelli Valde-
spino, Sabrina Venegas Suazo.  Class 
of 2015:  Evelyn Aguilar, Dana Austin, 
Celene Balaguer , Alayssa Berrocal, 
Danielle Billingy, Mariah Blanco, Dan-
ielle Cavaluzzo, Sofia Conde, Shanice 
Crump, Kayla Marie Deslandes, Crysta 
Diaz-Martinez, Arta Djonbaljaj, Xhuljana 
Drekaj, Amber Fino, Samantha Fontana, 
Sarah Gilliland, Brianna Grant, Nalanai 
Harris, Emmily Heredia, Cindy Hidalgo, 
Hue Huynh, Raquel Johnson, Naya 
King, Gisselle Lara, Gabriela Laverde, 
Branda Lim, Johnae McGraw, Kerstyne 
Moran, Gabriella Mordan, Violet Par-
rales, Angeline Peart, Kimberly Pena, 
Sabrina Pena, Tiffany Pena, Melody Pu-
jols, Trisha Ramcharran, Monika Rivera, 
Ashley Rodriguez, Tiara Roper-Evans, 
Karina Rosa-Medina, Jaida Sanchez, 
Serena Scarantino, Karen Thorsen, Sa-
brina Torres, Bianca Valenti.

AQUINAS HS STUDENTS MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The St. Thomas Aquinas High School Thanksgiving Food Drive for the needy surpassed all others.  Over 
30 boxes were packed to the brim and shared between St. Martin of Tours parish and St. Rita Center 
for Immigrant and Refugee families.  



4
1
 
 
 
 
 
 
B

R
O

N
X
 
T
I
M

E
S

 
 
D

e
c
.
 
1
5
-
2
1
,
 
2
0
1
1
 
 
 
 

“Off the court she [Bachman] is like a lamb. I think 
she feels guilty she is taking the spotlight away from 
Onia.”

JANE MORRIS....................................................................PAGE 42

Gomez, Wings send early message

Poll victory caps Clinton’s memorable season

Continued on page 45 Continued on page 45

Defeat lopsided rivals 56-50

Revolving
managers

Jets- Giants Week 13
The 7-5 Jets beat the Redskins 

(4-8) by a score of 34-19 but the game 
was a lot closer than is indicated 
by the score. NY scored 21pts. In 
the last 4:49 to pull out the win. DC 
was responsible for its own loss by 
fumbling 3 times, losing 2, allow-
ing 2 sacks, and 1 INT. They ran for 
100yds and passed for 221. 

Shonn Greene was 22-88 on 
the ground and caught 2 more for 
26yds.

The Giants (6-6) almost beat 
the Packers (12-0) but fell short 
when Green Bay kicked a FG with 
no time on the clock for the 38-35 
win- but an L is still an L. The Gi-
ants were behind 28-24 at the start 
of the 4th quarter but came back to 
go ahead with a minute left. 

A Realistic View 
For Chris Paul

What are the chances that 
Chris Paul will be able to come to 
the Knicks via trade? There are 
two chances- slim and none be-
cause the Knicks don’t have any-
one for whom a trade  would be 
possible. 

So, the Knicks will probably 
have to wait a year until Paul be-
comes a free agent. Even though 
Paul has expressed his desire to 
come to NY, now, to form a “Big 
Three” with Stoudemeyer and An-
thony. 

Ian O’Connor (ESPN.com), 

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Aside from failing to win a 

city championship, Ryan Camilo’s 
senior year at DeWitt Clinton had 
it all.

He established himself as an 
explosive running quarterback 
and he led the Governors to their 
first semifinal berth since 1989. 
To top it off, the Cardinal Hayes 
transfer won the NYPost.com poll, 
“Who should be The Post’s All-
City football Player of the Year?”

“It’s cool to win against the 
top players like [Erasmus Hall’s] 
Wayne Morgan and [Lincoln’s] 

Kareem Folkes,” Camilo said. 
“Just to know I was recognized is 
a big thing.”

In a tight race, The Bronx na-
tive received 5,842 votes, good for 
36.95 percent. Morgan was second 
with 4,905 votes (31.02 percent) 
and Canarsie’s Donchervell Smith 
was third with 2,240 votes (14.17 
percent).

Camilo was aware of the poll, 
but tried not to pay too much at-
tention to it. He’s been busy pre-
paring for this Saturday’s all-star 
matchup of the top seniors from 
Staten Island against Bronx and 

Manhattan standouts, and didn’t 
want to be disappointed if he fell 
short.

“A lot of people told me they 
were voting for me,” he said. “I 
didn’t want to look at it. I didn’t 
want to known the percentage I 
was at.”

Teammate Jeremiah Obeng 
Agyapong described him as a “per-
fect fit,” after last year’s starter, 
Joaquin DeJesus, graduated. Clin-
ton didn’t have a set quarterback 
entering the summer. The plan 
was to go with wide receiver Mar-
quis Burrell. But late in the sum-

mer, coach Howard Langley found 
out Camilo had transferred into 
Clinton. He simply told his players 
he had a surprise for them. And 
what a surprise it has been.

“He’s the quarterback, he’s 
the captain, he’s everything in our 
offense,” Agaypong said.

Camilo had a huge year for 
Clinton, running for 1,018 yards 
and 12 touchdowns and throwing 
for 404 yards and four touchdowns, 
and leading the Governors to an 8-4 
season and quarterfinal upset of de-
fending champion Fort Hamilton.

BY ZACH BRAZILLER
Steven Gomez emphatically 

dunked over Terry Larrier, drew 
the foul, stared a hole through 
the Kennedy forward and began 
chirping.

The three points – Gomez 
sank the free throw – weren’t 
enough for the Wings Academy 
forward, who was assessed a tech-
nical foul on the play for taunting. 
He was tired of all the talk he had 
heard from the Knights and want-
ed to send a message that despite 
all of Wings’ losses to graduation, 
in spite of Kennedy’s key addi-
tions, the recent lopsided nature 
of the rivalry hadn’t changed.

“To me this game was very 
important,” Gomez, a versatile 
6-foot-7 forward, said. “It felt like 
the Garden to me. ... I have to step 
up big. It’s my time to shine.”

The dunk was the most mem-
orable moment of Wings’ sloppy 
56-50 victory over Kennedy, its 
fourth straight win over its Bronx 
rival, at Mott Hall in PSAL Bronx 
AA boys basketball. It was also 
significant in that it was Gomez 
delivering the play. Wings’ lone 
returning starter, he was the best 
player on the floor, scoring 19 
points, grabbing 12 rebounds and 
blocking four shots.

“He played big tonight,” 
Wings coach Billy Turnage said. 
“He’s a four-year varsity player 

who has worked hard over the 
summer on getting stronger. He’s 
in the weight room in the morn-
ing. It’s starting to show. He’s able 
to finish and take contact, he’s 
grabbing rebounds.”

Justin Jenkins added 15 
points, five rebounds and five as-
sists and Marvilio Berroa chipped 
in six points for Wings (4-0), last 
year’s Bronx AA champion and 
back-to-back PSAL Class AA 
semifinalists which led 28-13 at 
halftime, but had to hold off a late 
Kennedy barrage of 3-pointers to 
secure victory. David Hardy led 
Kennedy with 13 points, Jason 
Nunez had 12 and Bashier Ahmed 
tallied 10.

Gomez helped put the game 
away with a pair of dunks in the 
final minutes. Unlike the earlier 
slam, he didn’t draw a technical 
foul. Thus far this season, Gomez 
has been a different player than 
he was last winter, Jenkins said. 
He’s more focused before games, 
aggressive and emotional during 
them, as Thursday’s effort dis-
played.

“He shows more intensity,” 
Jenkins said. “He comes to play 
every game. … Every game he’s 
hyped, he’s ready to play. That’s 
good, we need him.”

Neither team was especially 
sharp throughout, the contest at 
times featuring more turnovers 

than made field goals. Kennedy’s 
insistence on hanging out beyond 
the 3-point line created a large def-
icit as it went cold, but it also near-
ly led to a dramatic comeback.

The Knights (3-1, 2-1) hit five 
3-pointers in the final stanza and 
got within 54-50 in the final min-
ute before Jenkins finally iced 
it at the free throw line. Neither 
Jenkins nor Gomez was particu-
larly pleased that it took so long to 
wrap up the victory. They blamed 
themselves for leaving Kennedy’s 

shooters open.
“That was our mistake,” 

Gomez said.
Likewise, Turnage wasn’t 

planning to frame the victory. Yet 
for a team with so many new piec-
es -- Jenkins and Gomez are the 
lone experienced varsity players 
-- he wasn’t about to throw it back, 
either.

“It was ugly, but a ‘W’ at this 
point in time against Kennedy, I 
will take it,” Turnage said.

Wings Academy’s Steven Gomez had 19 points, 12 rebounds and four blocked shots 
in Thursday’s win over Kennedy.

Photo by William Thomas
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Budding Bachman powers Spellman past St. John Villa

Continued on page 45

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Cardinal Spellman’s 

Maria Bachman is still get-
ting accustomed to her new 
role and the importance that 
comes with it. The long and 
lanky sophomore forward 
needed a moment to let her 
scoring total -- 26 points -- 
against undersized St. John 
Villa sink in.

“Twenty-six, really?” 
Bachman said. “I have no 
words for that. ... That’s 
crazy.”

They were a career high 
and she also grabbed 10 re-
bounds to lead the Pilots to 
an important early-season 
67-57 win over visiting St. 
John Villa in the CHSAA 
Archdiocesan girls basket-
ball Saturday afternoon. 
The 6-foot Bachman scored 
13 of those points in the first 
quarter to get Spellman off 
to a quick start in a battle of 
two of the teams expected to 
be at the top of the division.

“I’m starting to see it 

now,” Bachman said of her 
potential.

She played on the var-
sity as a freshman mostly to 
work with star Troi Melton, 
who is now at Boston Uni-
versity and current senior 
Onia Webb, who is headed 
to Northeastern. She was 
billed as Webb’s helper, but 
an ankle injury to the se-
nior, who had 13 points and 
10 rebounds, has thrust her 
into a more prominent role. 
Most of her baskets came 

in the paint, but Bachman 
displayed soft hands, agility 
and tenacity off the glass.

“Of the court she is 
like a little lamb,” Spellman 
coach Jane Morris said. “I 
think she feels guilty she is 
taking the spotlight away 
from Onia.”

Villa (1-2, 0-1), which 
doesn’t have a player taller 
than 5-foot-9, was down just 
36-33 at the half after Vic-
toria Gallinaro connected 
on one of the Staten Island 

school’s seven 3-pointers. 
Spellman (2-0, 2-0), though, 
exploited its height advan-
tage in the third quarter as 
eight points during a 10-2 
run came on put backs.

It helped the Pilots open 
up a 46-35 lead with 3:03 
left in the frame. Vanessa 
Stephens had 12 points, Te-
resa Tartarone tallied eight 
points and seven rebounds 
and Nicole Awooner-Renner 
added 14 rebounds. Morris 
called this the most bal-

anced offensive team she’s 
had in a while.

“We have a lot of scor-
ers on this team,” Webb said. 
“Most of us played summer 
ball and we are all stars on 
our summer ball team.”

Bears coach Liz 
Blanchard said she would 
rather her team see early 
what it’s going to take 
to compete and rebound 
against much taller op-
ponents. Spellman starts 

Fieldston’s Arianna Francis is the All-Bronx girls volleyball Player of the Year.

Photo by Denis Gostev

2011 ANNUAL BRONX

Girls volleyball honors

Continued on page 45

BY MARC RAIMONDI
Fieldston brought some 

hardware back to the Bronx.
For the first time since 

2002, Fieldston won the NY-
SAISAA title, beating Brear-
ley in a dramatic, four-set 
classic. Horace Mann also 
reached the NYSAISAA 
tournament from the Ivy 
Prep League.

Preston was also a 
champion, winning its first 
CHSAA Archdiocesan title 
since 2007 under first-year 
coach Joel Sanchez. In the 
PSAL, Bronx Science ad-
vanced to the Class A quarter-
finals for the second straight 
year and John F. Kennedy 
made the second round. Riv-
erdale/Kingsbridge earned 
a berth in the PSAL Class B 
semifinals.

All-Bronx girls vol-
leyball Player of the Year: 
Arianna Francis, Field-
ston: Francis was an abso-
lute force of nature in the 
postseason. The super-ath-
letic, 5-foot-9 outside hitter 
had a ridiculous 27 kills in 
the NYSAISAA semifinals 
against Chapin to lead the 
Eagles to their first state fi-
nal since 2003. Then she led 
them to their first title since 
2002 with 13 kills and seven 
crucial aces in a comeback 
victory over Brearley.

All-Bronx girls vol-
leyball Coach of the Year: 
Collin Henry, Fieldston: 
No team in the city was bet-
ter with its back against the 
wall than Fieldston, and 
much of that credit goes to 
Henry. The veteran coach 

saw this group had heart and 
the ability to come back. So 
he actually drilled scenarios 
in practice in which the team 
was down and had to dig deep 
to pull off dramatic victory. It 
all led to the program’s first 
NYSAISAA title since 2002.

First Team
OH Ashley Herrera, 

John F. Kennedy
Athletic and with the 

ability to put the ball down, 
Herrera was a major key 
for Kennedy en route to the 
PSAL Class A second round, 
leading Bronx A in kills (93). 
The senior also emerged as 
a significant leader for the 
Knights.

MH Natasha Trepel, 
Fieldston

The absolute heart and 
soul of Fieldston, Trepel 
was like another coach on 
the court. The senior all but 
willed Fieldston, the NY-
SAISAA champ, to a five-set 
comeback victory over Poly 
Prep after being down two 
sets, one of Eagles’ most sig-
nificant victories.

MH Mary Platt, Bronx 
Science

The cerebral junior 
never just relied on her 6-foot 
size on the court. A thinking 
man’s player, Platt was adept 
at finding just the right spot 
to place the ball for a Bronx 
Science team that advanced 
to the PSAL Class A quarter-
finals.

OH Dominique Watt, 
Bronx Science

Her serve was down-
right menacing and she could 
pound the ball at the net. Watt 

built on a superb sophomore 
campaign by getting even 
better as a junior, leading Sci-
ence back to the PSAL Class 
A quarterfinals.

S Lauren Weston, Field-
ston

Mobile, blessed with 
great hands and a true quar-
terback of an offense, Weston 
was indispensable to Field-
ston’s run to the NYSAISAA 
title. The senior had a num-
ber of talented hitters at her 
disposal and she used all of 
them brilliantly.

OH Doruntina Zariqi, 
John F. Kennedy

There isn’t much Zariqi 
cannot do on a volleyball 
court. A booming hitter, the 
athletic senior was also ex-
cellent on defense and Kenne-
dy’s top server – she led PSAL 
Bronx A in aces (36) and digs 
(85) in a very well-rounded 
season.

Second Team
S Loredana Calce, Pres-

ton
The undisputed leader 

of the team, Calce was instru-
mental to Preston winning 
the CHSAA Archdiocesan 
title as her soft hands and vi-
sion were terrific.

L Anna Baron, Bronx 
Science

Never flashy, Baron was 
often overlooked, but always 
got the job done. Her work in 
the back row led to chances 
that Dominique Watt and 
Mary Platt put away.

OH Catalina Jimenez, 
Fieldston

A libero at her old school 
in Florida, Jimenez made 

the transition to outside look 
easy. Her exceptional athleti-
cism and arm swing made up 
for her small stature.

MH Rachel Lander, Hor-
ace Mann

The 6-foot junior made 
tremendous strides this sea-
son. A basketball player by 
trade, Lander was like a wall 
on blocks for Ivy power Hor-

ace Mann.
OH Ashley Reid, Horace 

Mann
Mann didn’t win the Ivy 

League title again, but that 
certainly was not because of 
Reid. The senior became an-
other in a long line of strong 
outsides for the Lions.

OH Victoria Sorrell, 
Preston

Long and athletic, Sor-
rell was a monster on the out-
side. The junior, who helped 
lead Preston to the CHSAA 
Archdiocesan title, will be 
back for more in 2012.

Honorable Mention
S Amanda Appleson, 

Horace Mann
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Continued on page 45

Hayes routes Lutheran;
cements spot among elite

BY MARC RAIMONDI
Cardinal Hayes was so 

good, it almost surprised Ty-
ler Wilson.

The Cardinals beat pow-
erhouse Long Island Luther-
an, 70-52, in impressive fash-
ion at the Upstate/Downstate 
Challenge boys basketball 
event Sunday at Uniondale 
HS on Long Island. It served 
as an early signature victory 
and Wilson says it means 
that his burgeoning team has 
arrived.

“We feel like if we beat 
them, we’ll make a big state-
ment,” the junior point guard 
said. “I think we did by beat-
ing them by 18. That was im-
pressive even to myself – and 

I was playing.”
Wilson was pretty darn 

impressive in his own right. 
He had 25 points, played 
lockdown defense and got 
his teammates involved on 
offense. It was the continued 
evolution of a player who was 
known as strictly a defensive 
stopper at Rice last year.

“He never really showed 
his talents like this,” Hayes 
forward Jalen Jenkins said. 
“He’s kind of stepping it up 
on a whole other level. He’s 
kind of been like the anchor 
for the past four games that 
we won.”

Jenkins and Fairfield-
bound Amadou Sidibe, who 
had 18 points, gave LuHi (4-2) 

trouble inside. Naasir Wil-
liams and Shavar Newkirk, 
two other Rice transfers, 
were quick on offense and ac-
tive on defense. It was a com-
plete effort from Hayes (4-0), 
which is in its first season in 
CHSAA Class AA.

“I tell my kids where 
LuHi is ranked, but we need 
to come in here with New 
York City swagger and show 
them that we can guard and 
pressure the ball,” Cardinals 
coach Joe Lods said.

It was defense that all but 
put the game away for Hayes. 
Wilson stole two LuHi passes 
to begin the fourth quarter 
and turned them into transi-

Cardinal Hayes point guard Tyler Wilson had a game-high 25 points.

Photo by William Thomas

HARD-FOUGHT WIN

Okoro, St. Ray’s welcome
Stepinac to ‘AA’ division

BY MARC RAIMONDI
Kerwin Okoro emphati-

cally blocked Archbishop 
Stepinac star Josh James, 
the ball went out of bounds 
and Okoro got in James’ 
face with a howl.

The Crusaders coaches 
wanted a technical foul and 
St. Raymond coach Oliver 
Antigua made the signal for 
Okoro to use his head. But 
the Iowa State-bound swing-
man was fully in control.

“That’s just an example 
of me showing passion for 
getting a stop defensively,” 
Okoro said. “I feed off the 
crowd. That’s what it comes 
down to. Sometimes I want 
to get a stop more than I 
want to get a bucket.”

Antigua put the 6-foot-
5 Okoro on James, a speedy 
guard with several mid-
major Division I offers, in 
the fourth quarter and the 
junior standout managed 
just two field goals. St. Ray’s 
would hold on for a 62-56 win 
over Stepinac in CHSAA 
Class AA boys basketball 
Friday night in The Bronx.

“For the most part, 
[Okoro] made him work,” 
Antigua said. “He got some 
shots, because he’s good, but 
he made him work. I thought 
that was the key.”

At halftime, James had 
10 points and at times looked 
like the best player on the 
floor. Antigua noted that he 
was taking advantage of his 
team’s smaller guards and 
rising over them for jump-
ers. So he put the athletic, 
long Okoro on him.

“He was doing a real 
good job against us,” Okoro 
said. “Coach put me on that 
mission. It wasn’t just a of-
fensive game for me, I felt 
like I had to guard the best 
man and lock him up. “

Okoro was strong on 
the other end of the floor, 
too. He had 17 points, Larry 
Graves had 14 points and 
Temple-bound wing Daniel 
Dingle added 12 for St. Ray’s 
(3-0, 3-0 ‘AA’).

Ravens point guard 
Shane Rector turned his an-
kle in the first quarter and 
he didn’t return. It was the 

same ankle that kept him 
out in the preseason and 
Antigua, who said he wasn’t 
overly worried, wanted to 
remain cautious.

“It wasn’t discourag-
ing,” Graves said. “It just 
gave us more fire. Shane 
was out, so we had to push 
harder. We just had to step 
up more.”

St. Ray’s led by as much 
as 51-40 on a basket by Akil 
Andrews, who came in for 
Rector, with 3:55 left in the 
game. Just moments earlier, 
Okoro had rejected James, 
whipping the crown into a 
frenzy. The Ravens were in 
total control.

But Stepinac (0-1, 0-1), 

playing in its first game of 
the season and at the ‘AA’ 
level in the CHSAA’s re-
aligned league structure, 
wasn’t done. The Crusad-
ers clawed to within 55-50 
on baskets by Tyler Iacuone 
and Devino McRae with 2:02 
remaining. Graves respond-
ed with a putback leaner, 
though, and St. Ray’s made 
its free throws down the 
stretch.

James finished with 
16 points and Iacuone, who 
was in foul trouble through-
out, added 10 points for the 
Crusaders.

“We’re just getting used 
to this pace,” Stepinac coach 
Tim Philp said. 

St. Raymond’s Kerwin Okoro (c.) and Myron Hickman (l.) reach for 
a rebound.

Photo by Denis Gostev
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Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 

33 Community Newspapers

Reach over 1 million people across NYC today

Call 718-260-2555
* 5 line ad for, 1 print insertion in all CNG plublication

Sell Your Car 

Only $39

Sell Your Car 

Only $39

Final week of Warrior Football season
BY PETER FRAGALE

The final week of the 
Warrior Football Club sea-
son had all teams playing for 
final position in the stand-
ings and continuing to pro-
vide the fans with outstand-
ing football. Please continue 
to view our website at www.
ete a m z.com / bron x wa r-
riorsfootball for dates of our 
upcoming Winter Program, 
Annual Awards Party and 
2012 registration.

Mite Division 
The Schuyler Hills Fu-

neral Home Lions played 
valiantly but eventually loss 
to the Youth Star Photogra-
phy Giants 32 – 27.  Brandon 
Lopez scored the Lions’ first 
touchdown. Matt Marquez, 
Anthony Bell, Jayden Rosa-
do, Chris Tomsen, Javy Her-
nandez, Nat and Sebastian 
all contributed nice tackles. 
Jimmy McGaughan threw 
an outstanding pass to Richie 
Dieguez, who made an in-
credible catch. The Lions’ de-
fensive squad played tremen-
dously during the first half’s 
goal line stand. Despite the 
loss the Lions played a tough 
game and played great. The 

Lions’ coaching staff would 
like to thank all players for a 
great season.  

The O’Connor Carpet 
Bears played the Middle-
town Animal Clinic Chiefs 
and lost a hard fought battle 
25-19. The Bears came out 
strong on their first drive 
and scored a touchdown by 
an exciting run play from 
RB Justin Fernandez. Justin 
also scored a second touch-
down for the Bears to tie the 
score at 12-12 going into the 
half. On the Bear’s first pos-
session of the second half, RB 
Sebastian Rodriguez took a 
handoff from QB Brandon 
Muniz from the Bears 20 
yard line and ran it 60 yards 
for a touchdown. RB Kevin 
Franceschini secured the ex-
tra point with an outside run. 
The score was 19-18 with the 
Bears up by one. With less 
than one minute of play, the 
Chiefs scored and secured 
the extra point, bringing the 
score to 25-19. The Bears got 
the ball back with 53 seconds 
left on the clock but were un-
able to drive down the field. It 
was a very exciting game to 
watch. Coaches Jose, Angel 

and Luis would like to thank 
the Giants, Jets, Chiefs, and 
Lions for the great battles on 
the gridiron. We would like 
to thank the parents for their 
commitment as well as every 
single one of the Bears for 
their dedication throughout 
the year. We are proud of all 
of you and watched you ma-
ture into young strong and 
talented football players. See 
you next year - GO BEARS!!!

On a cool fall morning, 
the Youth Photo Star Gi-
ants capped off an amazing 
season to go undefeated by 
beating the Schuyler Hill 
Funeral Home Lions 32-27. A 
first half explosion by Truth 
Harris scoring three touch 
downs, one being a pass and 
receiving 60 yard td thrown 
by quarterback Michael Wat-
son, gave the Giants a 20-0 
half time lead.  A late push by 
the Lions in the 4th quarter 
tied the game until another 
TD scored by Truth Har-
ris and a stellar defensive 
performance by the Giants, 
which included: Antonio 
Andrades, Jaheim Latouche, 
Kevin Manning, Cory Gard-
ner, VaShaun Wallace and 

Azaras Oliver sealed the vic-
tory!

Pee Wee Division 
Anthony’s Collision 

Redskins defeated the Jim-
my Ryan’s Ramblers 14 -0. 

Design Development 
Spartans finished their sea-
son with a victory over the 
Dr. David Stevens Steelers. 
Coaches Jimmy Bloss and 
Peter Fragale would like to 
thank their great players 
Gino Galella, James Bloss, 
Paul Turner, Shane Harris, 
John Fragale, C.J. Perry, 
Daniel Johnson, Miguel 
Bustamante, John Tomsen, 
Dylan Matos, Daniel Ferrond, 
Jacob Simmons, Tristan Wil-
liams, Jaiden Jordan, Mat-
thew Bustamante, Dominick 
Giarrantino and Nick Furio 
for an exciting season and 
look forward to next year.

Juniors Division  
Ralph G. Giordano Fu-

neral Home Saints defeated 
the Paddy Doherty’s Black 
Knights 6 - 0.

The Balsamo’s Funeral 
Home Javelins defeated the 
McNulty Funeral Home 
Rams 7 - 6.  

STANDINGS
Mites Division

  
  W L T Pts

Giants  7 0 1 15
Jets  3 3 2 8
Chiefs  3 3 2 8
Lions   2 5 1 5
Bears   2 6 0 4

Pee-Wee Division

Blue Devils 7 0 2 15
Redskins 6 1 1 13
Spartans 4 4 0 8
Ramblers 2 6 0 4
Steelers  0 8 0 0

Junior Division

Saints  6 2 1 13
Rams  6 3 0 12
Javelins  5 3 1 11
Black Knights 0 9 0 0

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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Pipe Dreams: Violent week in football; old money
From page 41

Volleyball 
honors

From page 42

Hayes routes LI Lutheran; cements spot among elite
From page 43

Budding Bachman powers Spellman past St. John Villa
From page 42

Clinton caps season
From page 41

Clinton’s Ryan Camilo won the NYPost.com poll, “Who should be the 
All-City football Player of the Year.”

Photo by An Rong Xu

on the other hand, said 
the Knicks should pursue 
Dwight Howard “even if it 
means offering Amare or 
Carmelo to the Magic.” 

Yankees Prospects
Gio Gonzalez – 25yrs 

old, lefthander, 38-32 in 4yrs 
with the A’s, 200IP/Season 
for last 2 yrs, 1.41WHIP, 8.6/
Kper9inn, 1.94/K-BB

Jonathan Niese- 24yrs 
old. lefthander, 22-23 in 4yrs 
w/Mets, 320IP last 2 yrs, 
1.46WHIP, 7.6K/9inn, 2.56K-
BB

The DH
Some teams feel that the 

DH is a good slot in which 
to give a regular position 
player a day off from having 
to play the field. Still others 
want a thumper in that slot 
(see the Red Sox). The rest 
will pencil in a low-cost vet-
eran player.

Thumpers are good if 
they consistently give you 
good numbers.

Why One MLB-MGR 
Will Do Better Than 
Another Directing 

The Same Team
Sally Jenkins (DC Post) 

cited research psychologist 
Robert Hogan’s answer, “The 
academic study of leadership 
has failed, and the reason is 
that it focuses on the leader, 
when the appropriate focus 
is on the followers. When we 
flip the examination of lead-
ership on its head and look 
at what followers will follow, 

we get a better idea of what 
quality we’re talking about.                                                                                                     
According to Hogan’s re-
search, followers want four 
things: integrity, confi-
dence, decision-making and 
clarity. But just as impor-
tant is what followers don’t 
want: irritability, moodi-
ness, untrustworthiness, 
indec¬i¬sive¬¬¬ness, need-
less micro-management and 
excessive authority. They 
perceive these things as in-
competent, and pretty soon 
the leveling mechanism 
kicks in and there is a subtle 
rebellion.”

Look how the NY Foot-
ball Giants made out af-
ter Coach Tom Coughlin 
changed his demeanor on 
the sidelines and on the 
practice field- Can you say 
Super Bowl?

Starters
In MLB it seems that 

the “Steinbrenner Method” 
of trading for good players 
and signing free agent play-
ers is more economically 
sound than wasting big 
bucks on draft choices who 
don’t pan out.

“HOW-EVAH” in foot-
ball, good players rarely 
leave the teams that drafted 
them because owners will 
pay to make sure they don’t 
leave. This year’s College 
draft might be the time for 
the Giants to look for a re-
placement for Eli so the suc-
cessor might have enough 
tutoring time to mature into 

a winning QB. 
It Was Violence Week 

In Pro Football
Scott Ostler (SF Chron-

icle) told us that: “Ndamu-
kong Suh suspended, Ro-
lando McClain arrested, Joe 
Kapp crowned heavyweight 
champion of the GBA (Gee-
zer Boxing Association). Not 
to detract from Kapp’s KO, 
but longtime pro-wrestling 
photographer Mike Lano, 
of Alameda, says of Angelo 
Mosca, “He always pulls 
faux stunts at our annual re-
unions of retired pro wres-
tlers.”

-- A staged fight? Say it 
ain’t so, Joe.”                                                                                

Old Money                                                                                                                           
“Winning players in 

this year’s Canadian Foot-
ball League Grey Cup,” 
reported Dwight Perry (Se-
attle Times), “Got $16,000 
apiece, with losing play-
ers pocketing $8,000.                                                                           
“That’s not bad when you 
compare it to $15,000 win-
ning share and $7,500 losing 
share in the Super Bowl,” 
wrote Cam Hutchinson of 
the Saskatoon Express. 

“The 1967 Super Bowl, 
that is.”                                                                                                                       

Bearish On Brett
Dwight Perry (Seattle 

Times) said that, “The Bears 
after losing QB Jay Cutler 
for the season, might report-
edly bring Brett Favre out of 
mothballs.         

Not that Favre old or 
anything, but he keeps re-

ferring to the Falcons as 
“Mylata.”

Good Grief                          
Bob Molinaro (Hamp-

tonRoads.com) said that, 
“Parents of young children 
will recognize what hap-
pened when the NCAA al-
lowed UCLA to accept a bowl 
invitation with a 6-7 record. 
It’s the collegiate version of 
giving out trophies for par-
ticipation.” 

Product Placement                                                                                                         
Seahawks RB , Mar-

shawn Lynch scored a TD 
and was seen scoffing down 
a handful of Skittles when 
he got back to the bench. 
The Skittles people gave 
him a two year supply of 
skittles along with a dis-
penser for his locker. Jerry 
Greene (ESPN.com) asked: 
“Shouldn’t he -- wait for it, 
wait for it -- demand they 
sweeten the deal?”

Critters 2, Hunters 0                                                                                                 
Dwight Perry (Seattle 

Times) told us about these 
animal hunters, “Doctors 
in Brigham City, Utah, had 
to remove 27 shotgun pel-
lets from a duck hunter’s 
buttocks, Salt Lake City’s 
KSL-TV reported, after his 
dog apparently stepped on 
the gun’s trigger while the 
man was setting up decoys.                                                                                                                         
And in Monroe, Ore., the 
Corvallis Gazette-Times re-
ported, a man shot himself 
in the foot trying to shoot a 
squirrel — after the varmint 
ran up his left leg.”

The senior has yet to 
pick a school as Langley is 
in the process of sending out 
film on him. So far, Division 
II Springfield College has 
shown interest. He shouldn’t 
have a problem garnering 
much interest. He thrived 
in Clinton’s triple option 
attack after doing most of 
his damage for Hayes as a 

thrower.
“Junior and senior 

year I showed both sides of 
my game,” Camilo said. “I 
enjoyed running, but I kind 
of missed passing more a lit-
tle bit. ... It was a big season 
for me. I just wanted to try 
to put Clinton on the map, 
help the program. We were 
trying to win the champion-
ship, but we came up a little 
short.”

three girls 6-foot or taller. 
Danielle Iacampo scored 16 
points, Paige Keane had 11 
and Sam Long added nine 
for Villa.

Her team was within 

eight multiple times in the 
second half, but could not 
get closer. Stephens, who 
provided a scoring spark in 
the second half, scored four 
straight points to close out 
the third and a Awooner-
Renner put back followed 

a Villa basket. After two 
Iacampo free throws, Villa 
got the ball back down 56-
48 with 4:55 left. Blanchard 
called timeout to maintain 
possession with a player 
trapped in the corner, but 
Villa would turn it over 

right back and Stephens 
converted a layup.

“We had our hands on 
a bunch of tips and steals in 
the first half and we didn’t 
finish,” Blanchard said. 
“We have to convert those 
points.”

Bachman didn’t miss 
chances to convert her of-
fensive oppertunities. It’s 
something Morris expected 
from her when the season 
began and she is just start-
ing to realize what she is 
capable of.”

OH Amanda Butler, Car-
dinal Spellman

OH Giulia Fiegenbaum, 
Riverdale/Kingsbridge

L Angela Fragale, Pres-
ton

MH Salveira Gonzalez, 
Riverdale/Kingsbridge

L Jessica Ricciardi, Car-
dinal Spellman

MH Olivia Rubin, Field-
ston

RS Lisa Slivken, Field-
ston

MH September West, 
Horace Mann

S Shefkije Zariqi, John 
F. Kennedy

tion baskets. The first one he 
found Sidibe for an assist and 
the second he took himself 
for a layup which put the Car-
dinals up 54-38 with 7:04 left.

The 6-foot lead guard 
says he has heard from St. 
John’s, Penn State and Texas-

Arlington and Marist, Drexel 
and Quinnipiac came to see 
him Friday night in a win 
over Bishop Loughlin. But 
he has no offers. Lods thinks 
that will have to change, es-
pecially with how Wilson’s 
game has evolved.

“He’s more vocal than 

I thought,” the coach said. 
“He’s an excellent passer. 
He’s a lot further along than 
I heard he was. I think the 
offers better start coming in 
soon. He’s a tough city point 
guard. He should be getting a 
lot more attention.”

K.J. Lee had 17 points 

to lead LuHi, which has won 
two of the last three New 
York State Federation Class 
A championships. Perenni-
ally, the Crusaders are one of 
the top teams in the area and 
this season figures to be no 
different. But Hayes, with its 
mix of returning players and 

Rice transfers after the Har-
lem school closed because of 
financial woes, has made its 
mark with early victories 
like Sunday and last week 
against Holy Cross.

“If we win this, it’s gon-
na make a big statement,” 
Wilson said.
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BP HOSTS TREE LIGHTING
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. held his annual Christmas tree 
lighting at the Bronx County Courthouse at 851 Grand Concourse on 
Thursday, December 8. Diaz was joined by dozens of local residents 
and Santa Claus to help light the tree and sing along to plenty of 
holiday tunes led by the Cardinal Spellman High School ‘Gospel 
Sensations’ and the M.S. 360 school choir. 

(Above) Marco Rosario (l) and Jaylynn Nunez joined Diaz to 
help light the tree.

(Below) Diaz celebrates the lighting of the Christmas tree.

Photos by Sameul Tuthill

CB 12 report
From page 6

Riders get shelter from the storm
From page 1

Seabrook case ends in mistrial
From page 1

COUNCILMAN 
LARRY SEABROOK

Councilman Jimmy Vacca joined local residents in welcoming back the bus shelter on Paul Avenue and 
West 205th Street. 

Photo Courtesy of Councilman Vacca’s Office

eas that have needed it, such 
as libraries and schools,” 
Reverend Robert Smith of 
Church of the Saviour in Co-
op City said.

“But this has become a 
Greek tragedy, and he is no 
longer the hero,” Reverend 
Smith said. 

“The reaction of the 
people that I interact with, 
not just in Co-op City but 
across the district, if I had to 
sum it up in a word, is disap-
pointment,” he added. “That 
disappointment is played out 
in terms of ‘who is going to 
represent me and my com-
munity in the City Council?’ 
That’s a real concern.”

Seabrook’s current term 
ends in 2013. 

Ronald J. Hartridge 
is on the executive board 
of Co-op City-based North 
Bronx Youth Sports and is 
a self described Co-op City 
community activist. He said 

that he has seen a noticeable 
decrease in extracurricular 
opportunities for local chil-
dren since Seabrook became 
preoccupied with it’s legal 
problems. 

“Seabrook has lent a 
hand from his seat as a coun-
cilman, whether it’s with the 
Zodiacs (track program), Co-
op City Little League, Cow-
boys (football program),” 
Hartridge said. “Those 
things have worked out very 

nicely, but we have lack of 
leadership within our dis-
trict, because of his current 
circumstances,” Hartridge 
said. 

“It’s not for me to say 
whether or not he’s guilty, 
that’s for the courts,” he said. 
“But I am adamant about one 
thing, and that’s representa-
tion in this district.”

Eighty-year-old Pauline 
Wilson, has lived in Bay-
chester since 1967, and is an 
organizer at the Bay Eden 
Senior Center, which was a 
frequent beneficiary of Sea-
brook grants.

“He’s given us money for 
the senior center, and he used 
to do so many things, like 
toys for the kids at Christ-
mas, a tree lighting on Gun 
Hill Road,” she said. “He’s not 
doing any of that anymore.”

With another trial loom-
ing, this constituents expect 
more of the same representa-
tion from the embattled coun-
cilman.

riders would potentially be 
left completely exposed to the 
elements for months to come 
and I commend Cemusa for 
taking swift action.”

Cemusa spokeswoman 
Risa Heller said that immedi-
ately after they were notified, 
DOT gave the approval for 
the shelter to be built again 
and the construction began 
on Tuesday, November 22.

Residents who live in 
Scott Towers housing com-

plex across the street from 
the bus stop were confused 
by the original timetable to 
replace the bus shelter, which 
would have been a year after 
the construction had started. 

Tirado said the board 
was aware of the situation, 
but that complaints became 
more frequent as the tem-
perature began to drop. He 
acknowledged that construc-
tion was being done earlier in 
the year, but since it was com-
pleted, it was only right that 

the shelter be installed before 
it becomes too cold.

“We were confused be-
cause usually there is a prior-
ity to replace the bus shelters 
as soon as any work is com-
plete,” Tirado said. “There 
are hundreds of people who 
use that bus stop every day, 
especially most of the resi-
dents that reside in Scott 
Towers. We appreciate the 
quick response from Cemusa 
and the DOT because it’s get-
ting pretty cold out there.”

Last week, a Post re-
porter witnessed numerous 
sales of what appeared to 
be illegal drugs conducted 
in broad daylight.  On Aug. 
24, a spat about a borrowed 
DVD ended in bloodshed 
when one resident slashed 
another with a knife, the 
NYPD said.  A month be-
fore, a man spat at and 
punched a female resident.  
And it’s not just residents 
being victimized: Project 
Renewal’s own office in the 
building was burglarized 
on Oct. 5.  

Management vowed to 
make the building safer.  
‘We’re always looking to 
improve security in our 
facilities,’ said Mitchell 
Netburn, Project Renewal’s 
executive director. ‘We are 
looking to enhance the sur-
veillance system that we 
have.’  The scaffolding was 
also removed this week.  
The group recently worked 
with cops to help nab three 
dealers living in the build-
ing — but residents said 
one is already back. 

Residents allege that 
many incidents go unre-
ported because the bad 
news could jeopardize 
funding — including $31 
million in city and state 
aid, according to its 2010 
tax filing, plus $4.6 million 
in government fees and con-
tracts and $3.6 million in 
Medicaid payments.  ‘They 
tell me if I don’t like it here, 
I can call the cops,’ said res-
ident Ronald Rager.”

This is to what the 
good, hard-working taxpay-
ers of Community Board 
#12 (The Bronx) have to 
look forward?!?!?  GOD 
HELP US!!!

More will be said in 
the future.  Until next time, 
that is it for this time!
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Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)

718-377-6453 • www.morrisparkdental.com

EASY PAYMENT • Insurance accepted toward payment (No Medicaid)
• Claims analyst on premises to assist w/Insurance forms

Most procedures can be 
performed while you relax in a 

soothing twilight sleep

WE ACCEPT NO-FAULT & WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIMS
BE SURE TO READ HIS COLUMN “THE DENTAL DIARY” IN THIS PAPER

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For exisisting non-
insurance patients

FOR
JUST

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 09/30/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ADVANCED WHITENING
ZOOM!
$399

Which includes Take-Home Trays
EXPIRES 09/30/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

Recognize the early symptoms of early gum disease
BY DR. WILLIAM WOLFSON

When Karen came into 
my office she was noticing 
some changes in her gums, 
specifically her gums were 
red, tender, and frequent-
ly bleeding when she ate 
tough foods.   Recognizing 
some common symptoms of 
gum disease, I explained to 
Karen how gum disease pro-
gresses…

Plaque is a sticky bac-
terial residue that is con-
tinually developing on your 
teeth.  Food, drink, and sali-
va generate plaque through-
out the day (which is why 
it’s so important to brush 
and floss at least twice a day 
to diminish plaque buildup).   
When plaque is not thor-
oughly removed by brush-
ing and flossing, the bacte-
ria hardens into tartar, also 
referred to as calculus.  Tar-
tar is bonded to the teeth, so 
only a dentist can remove 
it.  Gum disease, also called 
periodontal disease, is an 
infection of your gum tissue 
caused by the bacteria in 
plaque and tartar buildup 
in your mouth. 

There are Two Stages 
of Gum Disease…

• Gingivitis is the first stage 
of gum disease.  This infec-
tion affects the gums; caus-
ing tender, swollen gums, 
which may bleed after 
brushing or eating.  Some-
times symptoms of gingivi-
tis are so mild that it goes 
undetected.  Gingivitis is 
reversible if it is detected 
and treated early.  However, 
gingivitis left untreated can 
lead to…
• Periodontitis, which oc-
curs when the bacterial in-
fection of the gums spreads 
to the teeth, bones, and con-
nective tissue holding your 
teeth in place.  The gum and 
bone detach from the teeth, 
forming pockets between 
the teeth and gums.  These 
spaces collect bacteria and 
become infected.  This can 
eventually lead to bone and 
tissue loss, loosening of the 
teeth, and loss of teeth.

Common symptoms of 

gum disease are…
• Red or swollen gums: Gums 
that bleed after brushing or 
eating hard foods
• Receding gums
• Continual bad breath or 
bad taste in mouth
• Change in bite alignment
• Loose teeth
• Tooth loss

Many patients, like 
Karen, notice some of the 
symptoms of gum disease, 
but are not sure how serious 

these symptoms are.  If you 
or someone you know no-
tices signs of gum disease it 
is important to talk to your 
dentist.  A dental clean-
ing can remove the tartar 
and plaque that cause gum 
disease, and with the help 
of your dentist you can fol-
low a treatment plan that 
keeps your teeth and gums 
healthy and strong.     

If you think you might 
have signs of gum disease 

like Karen, or if it’s just time 
for a professional cleaning 
and you’d like more infor-
mation,  call your dentist 
and get on your way to a 
healthy smile!

In next week’s newslet-
ter, we’ll talk about the ways 
to prevent and treat gum 
disease!

Come in and get to 
know us!  In an effort to 
prevent Dental problems, 
and to get to know us and 

our caring staff, our office 
is offering new patients 
a consultation, x-rays, 
an oral examination and 
oral cancer screening for 
$ 49.00.  Just mention this 
article.  Dr. William Wolf-
son is the director of  Mor-
ris Park Dental Associates, 
located at 960 Morris Park 
Ave.  Just dial (718) D-R-S-
M-I-L-E or 718-377-6453 to 
schedule an appointment.
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�������	
����	Let Tosca cater your holiday event at your home or office

NEW ������	SERVES 6–8 $125

· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green,
Tri-Colori or Caesar 

·  Choice of Pasta: 
Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka
or Cheese Ravioli

·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana,
Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese

·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake 
& Cannoli

NEW �������� SERVES 12–15 $275

· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari,
Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks

·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, 
Tri-Colori or Caesar  

·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti,
Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli

·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana,
Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese

·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

A V E N U E B R O N X N YA V E N U E B R O N X N Y
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���������	��
�OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY & NEW YEAR’S DAY
ACCEPTING CATERING ORDERS AND RESERVATIONS

VIEW FULL MENU AT TOSCANYC.COM

NEWYEAR’S
EVE2012SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31

8:30PM–1:30AM

COCKTAIL HOUR 
BUFFET DINNER
DJ AND DANCING 
OPEN BAR WITH CHAMPAGNE 
TOAST AT MIDNIGHT
HATS AND NOISEMAKERS
LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE
VALET PARKING

$100 PER PERSON 
INCLUDES TAX 
AND GRATUITY

TICKETS $85 BEFORE DECEMBER 24

NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL 718.863.6363

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY · 718.863.6363 · TOSCAMARQUEE.COM


