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Bronx facility was built as a 
response to 2001 WTC attack

911 CALL CENTER’S 
LINES ARE NOW OPEN

City Council hopefuls submit ballot petitions

Continued on Page 59

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A slew of candidates for 

open NYC City Council seats 
around the borough submit-
ted their petition signatures 
to get on the September pri-
mary and November general 
election ballots. 

The deadline to fi le valid 
signatures from party-affi li-
ated district voters has come 
and gone for candidates in 
the three council seats soon 
to be vacated by incumbents, 
as well as for those in races 
challenging the current seat 
holders. 

Hopefuls needed to gather 
signatures from fi ve percent 

of registered party voters in 
the council districts in or-
der to make the ballot for the 
Tuesday, September 12 pri-
mary. 

Challengers for many of 
the open seats reported their 
petition fi ling totals.

According to a Bronx 
Board of Elections spokes-
woman, all signatures are 
presumed valid until deter-
mined otherwise. 

In the hotly contested 13th 
City Council District, cur-
rently held by term-limited 
Councilman James Vacca, 
six Democratic Party hope-
fuls presented signatures to 

appear on September’s bal-
lot.

Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj topped the signature 
gathering process. He sub-
mitted 6,094 signatures, his 
campaign said. 

Gjonaj said that he was 
thankful for dozens of ded-
icated volunteers who 
knocked on doors and went 
to events to gather the signa-
tures. 

“The delivery of over 6,000 
petition signatures is a testa-
ment to the strength of my 
campaign,” said Gjonaj. “The 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
After a year of steady staff-

ing increases, the shiny new 
addition to the north Bronx 
skyline looks to be nearing 
fully operational status.

PSAC II, also known as the 
911 Call Center,  has been oper-
ational since June 2016, when 
the NYPD dispatch began tak-
ing calls from the facility, and 
last month, the FDNY took its 
fi rst calls at the center. 

Both agencies will continue 
to staff the facility through the 
end of 2017, according to a city 
spokesman. 

The facility is operated 
by the NYPD and the NYC 
Department of Information 
Technology and Telecommu-
nications. 

It was built by the city to 
act as a secondary call center, 
servicing the entire city, and 
contains a high-tech, highly 
secured infrastructure meant 
to compliment existing 911 ser-
vices in New York, strengthen-
ing the city’s ability to main-

tain communication in the 
event of a natural disaster or 
large-scale emergency. 

The facility will ultimately 
handle 70 percent of all city 
911 calls.

The $800 million build-
ing was launched by former 
mayor Michael Bloomberg af-
ter the September 11 attacks. 

That citywide capital proj-
ect has been criticized for be-
ing years behind schedule and 
ballooning in cost from the 
initial $1.3 billion to over $2 
billion. 

The 450,000-square-foot 
structure is blast-proof, ac-
cording to the fi rm that de-
signed it, Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill LLP. 

The building has several 
small vertical windows due to 
security concerns and the ex-
terior panels are crafted from 
recycled aluminum.

The company designed the 
interior of the building to be 

Call takers can sit outside to enjoy PSAC II’s nine-acre grounds featuring a wrap around berm of wild grasses. 
 Photo by Albert Vecerka



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 21-27, 20172    BTR

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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Court Reporting Certificate and Degree Programs

Last chance to enroll for the Fall! Last chance to enroll for the Fall! 

718.732.0014
118-33 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills

(L-r) Lilyanna Pekic, TNMA event coordinator; Peter Del-Debbio; Bob Jaen, 
TNMA president; John Collazzi; and John Marano, and (front) Anthony 
Regano protest in front of CVS Pharmacy on Saturday, July 17. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Merchants in Throggs 

Neck protested the lack of 
community involvement by a 
chain drug store. 

Standing with picket signs, 
Throggs Neck Merchant As-
sociation members and sup-
porters rallied on Saturday, 
July 15 at the CVS Pharmacy 
at 3775 E. Tremont Avenue, 
drawing attention to its lack of 
community concern. 

The rally alerted the 
store’s customers to the mer-
chant groups’ contention that 
the local CVS hasn’t contrib-
uted to any local drives, such 
as the merchant’s holiday 
street lighting, sponsorship 
of local little league teams, 
participation in the annual 
merchant sidewalk sale and 
now the Throggs Neck Busi-
ness Improvement District ef-
fort, said Bobby Jaen, TNMA 
president.

The goal of the rally, said 
Jaen, was not to tell people 
that they should not shop at 
CVS, but merely to highlight 
the situation that he catego-
rized as disengagement. 

Jaen said he seeks to stress 
that the organization has no 
problem with the employees 

Merchant’s CVS protest reveals corporate greed 

that work at the location, ex-
plaining the problem is with 
CVS corporate in Rhode Island 
and what he terms ‘trickle-
down’ charitable efforts that 
never get to the actual com-
munity. 

“We are going to inform 
the community and let them 
make their own decisions,” 

said Jaen, adding “I am in the 
position where I should let the 
community, merchants and 
property owners know what 
is going on with big corpora-
tions that put us on the back 
burner.”

Other corporate par-
machies, including Rite-Aid 
and Walgreen’s, have been 

very eager to give back to the 
community.

CVS only appears to give 
to charities they select and 
never grassroot ones who 
solicit their help, said Jaen, 
saying that their community 
giving stops at ‘corporate 
America’. 

“I am not sure that the 
residents know of their lack 
of support,” said Richard Ro-
sario, TNMA vice-president. 
“We want to inform all of our 
residents about the lack of sup-
port from such a large corpo-
ration.” 

CVS is the largest retail 
pharmacy operator in the 
country with about 9,700 lo-
cations at the end of 2016. It 
is roughly an $80 billion com-
pany.  

The incident that spurred 
Jaen and his colleagues into 
action was when a CVS man-
ager told TNMA offi cers that 
the company’s mere presence 
in the commercial corridor 
was its gift to the neighbor-
hood, according to Jaen. 

Whether it is contributing 
a portion of a parking lot for 
the annual TNMA sidewalk 
sale or donating to the organi-
zation’s annual golf outing or 

simply becoming a member, 
most local businesses are ac-
tive in the association, said 
Jaen. 

John Cerini, TNMA trea-
surer, said over the years that 
there have been businesses 
that don’t participate, and 
usually the excuse is business 
is bad, but the resistance from 
a store with such large corpo-
ration behind it is disconcert-
ing. 

“The most recent item that 
we have not received their 
support for is the (Business 
Improvement District),” said 
Cerini of CVS.

A CVS spokesman stated 
in an email that they have in-
formed the Throggs Neck BID 
effort that they have existing 
contracts in place to provide 
services that the proposed BID 
would offer, and they do not 
need of additional services.

There are 67 BIDs in NYC 
and CVS has stores in 53 of 
them, including two in the 
Bronx.

Though CVS has not sup-
ported the formation of any 
BID, once the BIDs have been 
established, they have had to 
participate, according to re-
search. .
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The massive tree blocked vehicular movement on East 238th Street. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A huge tree in Woodlawn 

snapped for no apparent rea-
son. 

Neighbors were shaken af-
ter an 100-year-old oak tree 
came crashing down at 10 a.m. 
on Tuesday, July 11 on East 
238th Street between Martha 
and Katonah avenues.

The massive oak caused a 
multitude of damage directly 
across the street from where 
it was located: injuring a 
woman who was in her gar-
den, knocking down an aw-
ning, landing on houses and 
totaling a parked car, said 
neighbor Linda Corcoran.

A fi re offi cial who was on 
the scene told Corcoran’s son 
that the car absorbed the tree’s 
fall and that it could have been 
far worse if it had not been 
there, she said. 

Corcoran, who has lived on 
the block her entire life, said 
that city recently tested the 
tree and determined it to be vi-
able, also determining its age. 

“It just keeled over,” she 
said, adding that the oak 
would be missed. 

“Everyone is now com-
plaining because that (tree) 
provided so much shade on the 

110-year-old oak falls in Woodlawn Hghts.
block and it is so blazing hot, 
now” said Corcoran, who said 
ironically many people used 
to complain about raking up 
its leaves. 

Corcoran had the good for-
tune of being out of town when 
the unexpected collapse oc-
curred, but many of her neigh-
bors were not so lucky. 

Her next-door neighbor 
Tom Letizia, who said he was 
watching television with his 
wife Susan when he heard 
rumbling, said that the sound 
of the tree as it fell was over-
whelming.

It seemed as if the noise 
from the collapsing tree, parts 
of which landed near windows 
on his top fl oor apartment, 
was coming from inside his 
place.

“It almost sounded like 
thunder inside the apartment, 
just loud rumbling,” said Let-
izia. “It was probably the lon-
gest 30 to 45 seconds you could 
imagine.” 

As the colossal tree came 
down, Letizia heard what he 
described as “gut wrenching 
screaming” and jumped off 
his bed, telling his wife to get 
out of the house. 

He went to get his son, 

whose room was in the front 
of the house and who was in 
a state of shock, he said, and 
went downstairs. 

The awning in front of his 
door had collapsed and they 
had to push the bent metal 
aside to exit, he said, 

According to Letizia, by 
the around 6 p.m. that eve-
ning, the city’s quick re-
sponse team left not-much-
more than sawdust and debris 
in the street, and soon after 
Con Edison went to work re-
pairing power lines that had 
been felled, restoring juice by 
about 1 p.m. 

Letizia and Corcoran both 
said that the situation could 
have been far worse had it had 
been a school day at P.S. 19. 

Corcoran said that children 
and parents often use 238th 
Street to reach the school be-
cause it is not too hilly, and 
Letizia added that the school 
sometimes lines up students 
not too far away during fi re 
drills.

Rifat Lecaj, whose wife was 
injured by the falling tree, said 
that he believed the tree was 
diseased and that it had been 
leaning towards his house for 
some time. 

His wife, who is in the hos-
pital, is still in some pain, he 
said, adding the wind was still 
at the time of the accident. 

According to published 
reports, Parks Department 
examined the tree twice in 
2016. 



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 21-27, 2017 5  BTR

NOW OFFERING

OFF-PREMISE CATERING

Catering For Engagement Parties, Bridal Showers, Birthday Parties
Anniversary Parties, And All Your Special Occasions

Marina        Del Rey
C A T E R E R S

Marina        Del Rey
C A T E R E R S

From Our House To Yours
All the delicious food that has made Marina del Rey a

premier spot for your private event is now available for
delivery or pickup

718-931-6500
One Marina Drive

Throgs Neck, NY 10465
www.marinadelreyny.com
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BY ROBERT WIRSING
The Bronx is fi nally getting its own 

children’s museum!
NYC Parks and NYC Department 

of Design and Construction joined 
elected offi cials and community lead-
ers in breaking ground for the long-
awaited Bronx Children’s Museum on 
Wednesday, July 12.

Mill Pond Park will permanently 
house the organization providing a 
children’s museum in the only bor-
ough lacking such a cultural and edu-
cational institution.

The $10.3 million project includes 
7,600-square-feet of exhibition and 
gallery spaces and 1,500-square-feet 
of studio, shared offi ces, restrooms, 
storage and performances spaces; a 
reception area and an artistic entry 
stairwell inside the 13,800-square-
foot museum.

Its LEED-certifi ed design empha-
sizes sustainability by allowing nat-
ural light to illuminate the building 
while minimizing energy consump-
tion.

The eco-friendly design promotes 
healthy living by projecting a positive, 
active and open environment for chil-
dren and their families to explore.

Design consultants are Manhattan-
based O’Neill McVoy Architects and 
Work Architecture Company while 
Brooklyn-based A Quest Corporation 
serve as the contractor.

Anticipated to open in winter 2018, 
the museum will occupy the recently 
renovated second fl oor of the Bronx 
Terminal Market’s former power-
house.

BCM’s ‘power’ theme will connect 
its exhibits exploring Bronx culture, 
arts and community resources.

These include Natural Science Ar-
eas: River, Beach/Wetlands and Tree-
house; Community Arts and World 
Awareness: Urban Farm, Subway/
Street Scene and Build the Bronx and 
Early Learner Area: Infant Zone, Dis-
covery Zone, Challenge Zone and Par-
ent Resource Center.

“Construction on our long-awaited 
museum facility will begin this sum-
mer under the supervision of the NYC 
Department of Design and Construc-
tion. This is our fi rst major milestone 
and we are ecstatic,” said Carla Pre-
cht, BCM executive director.

Located south of Yankee Stadium 
and along the Harlem River, the 
92-year-old castle-like building houses 
NYC Parks offi ces, Stadium Tennis 
Center facilities and a cafe on its fi rst 
fl oor which will be accessible to visi-
tors.

BCM is made possible through $16 
million in capital funding allocated by 
the borough, city and state.

Approximately $3 million in private 
funds were provided by the Ford Foun-
dation, the Louis and Anne Abrons 
Foundation, Con Edison and the Fred-
erick P. and Sandra P. Rose Founda-
tion for the exhibits.

Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie, 
the Bronx State Assembly Delegation 
and assembly members Jeffrey Dinow-
itz and Latoya Joyner allocated $4 mil-
lion for the project.

Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito said the City Council has allo-
cated more than $5.3 million toward 
the museum over the last decade.

“When I, along with other commu-
nity members, learned a decade ago 
that the Bronx was the only borough 
without a children’s museum, we were 
stunned,” expressed Hope Harley, 
BCM Board president. 

BCM was founded in 2005 as a chil-
dren’s museum without walls serving 
almost 18,000 Bronxites annually.

Through innovative, inquiry-based 
programming, BCM has engaged chil-
dren and adults in the arts and sci-
ences by utilizing its bus as a traveling 
learning environment for six years. 

“This Bronx Children’s Museum fa-
cility was one of the fi rst capital proj-
ects I supported when I began as bor-
ough president and I am ecstatic to see 
it is now getting off the ground,” said 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.

Bronx Children’s Museum 
puts shovel in the ground

(l-r) Bronx Parks commissioner Rodriguez-Rosa, Sonia Manzano, Council Speaker Mark-
Viverito, Councilwoman Gibson, Borough President Diaz, NYC Parks commissioner Silver, 
Assemblyman Dinowitz, DDC acting commissioner Barrio, BCM Board president Harley, BCM 
executive director Precht, Rose Rodriguez from Governor Cuomo’s offi ce, DCLA commis-
sioner Finkelpearl and Assemblywoman Joyner broke ground for the Bronx Children’s Mu-
seum. Photo by David Delgado
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Volunteer. Be a Big Apple Greeter
As a Big Apple Greeter, I get to show visitors where I grew up in the 
Bronx - up by Fordham Road – and places I love – like around Yankee 
Stadium and Arthur Avenue, the real “Little Italy” with great 
restaurants.

My visitors get a true view of New York. I get to hang out with terrific 
people and show off my city. Best of all, it’s free!

Support Big Apple Greeter
Go to www.bigapplegreeter.org #TrueBigApple

Mathew Dallas
Big Apple Greeter

Bronx

SHOW 
THE WORLD

NEW YORK’S 

TRUE 
CHARACTER

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and welcome 
to another edition of Around 
Town. 

Local Educator Goes 

To Washington 

Erin Menard, a teacher 
at Emolior Academy in West 
Farms, was selected from a 
group of more than 300 ap-
plicants to attend the Li-
brary of Congress’ Teaching 
with Primary Sources Sum-
mer Teaching Institute tak-
ing place in Washington D.C. 
from Monday, July 31 to Fri-
day, August 4. 

The program is designed 
to help teachers use primary 
source documents, like the 
millions that are archived at 
the Library of Congress, to 
enrich lessons related to a va-

Preston Center of Compas-
sion will be holding its 8th 
Annual Dinner and Fund-
raiser to support the center’s 
and its programs.  

The dinner will be held on 
Thursday, August 3, at the 
Preston High School Campus 
overlooking the East River.  

Tickets are $60 each and 
may be purchased by contact-
ing the center at (718) 892-
8977.  

Raffl e tickets are also 
available for $25 each.  

The event is sponsored 

by the Bronx Outback Steak-
house. 

Preston Center of Com-
passion opened in 1991 and 
is a welcoming community 
and place of compassion that 
provides education, counsel-
ing, spirituality, mentoring, 
leadership and empower-
ment programs and services 
for Bronx women, children 
and families who are most 
in need.  Additional informa-
tion is available at the www.
prestoncenterofcompassion.
org

Preston Center fundraiser
riety of subjects.

 The educators will learn 
more about using primary 
source material in the class-
room, and about the million 
of original documents that 
are digitized and on the Li-
brary’s website and available 
for study. 

Erin is the daughter of 
Earl Menard of Morris 
Park. 

Graduation

Dignauris Garcia of the 
borough received a B.S. de-
gree in Biology during Ho-
bart and William Smith Col-
leges 2017 commencement 
exercises on Sunday, May 14. 

Garcia is the child of Da-
vid Garcia and Maria Pich-
ardo, and studied abroad in 
Queensland, Australia while 
at the school, located in Ge-
neva, N.Y. 

This year’s commence-
ment marked the 106th for 
William Smith and 192nd for 
Hobart. Former U.S. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton, spoke at the 
commencement and received 
an honorary degree. 

Clinton’s speech urged the 
graduates to work towards 
inclusion, embrace diversity 

and accepting a life not of fi -
nal victories or great tragedy 
but of permanent possibility. 

On Monday, July 31, Coun-
cilman James Vacca will be 
sponsoring a MetroCard Bus 
at various locations in the 
area.

If you do not frequent sub-
way stations or other au-
thorized MetroCard sellers, 
you can take care of all your 
MetroCard needs at the bus, 
whether it’s applying for or 
refi lling a reduced-fare Met-
roCard, buying or refi lling a 

Scheduled MetroCard Bus visits
regular MetroCard, or asking 
a MetroCard-related question.  

The schedule is as follows: 
9 to 10:30 a.m., in front of the 
Morris Park Library at 985 
Morris Park Avenue; 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., in front of Key Food 
at 751 Lydig Avenue; and 1:30 
to 3 p.m., in front TD Bank at 
3755 E Tremont Avenue.

 For more information, call 
the councilman’s offi ce at (718) 
931-1721.

NYBG FARMERS MARKET

Wednesdays through October 25; 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
(Free Grounds-Only Admission) 
Come back every week to shop a seasonal selection of 
locally grown produce, fresh baked goods, and other 
specialty items. 

Learn more about each week's featured vendors at nybg.org
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AMC Bay Plaza 13, Big Kmart, Marshall’s Modells
 DSW, Pier 1 Imports, Toys R Us

Over 70 Stores, Services & Restaurants

bayplazany.com

2100 Bartow Ave Bronx NY 10475 • Next To The Mall at Bay Plaza
Conveniently located off Hutchinson River Parkway & I – 95

SIDEWALK SALE SPIN PARTY
Join the fun while you shop and save. 

FRIDAY, July 28th  
2:00pm – 6:00pm

MUSIC- FUN - PRIZES
Location: 
Bay Plaza Community Center near Dallas BBQ

Get a FREE Bay Plaza Spinner*

  Savings That make you Spin!

 Thursday July 27- 
      Sunday, July 30 

Savings in and out of the stores!!! 
50%OffUp to

SUMMER 
SIDEWALK SALE

*while supplies last - Spinners are not for children 
under 3 years old. (CPSIA Compliant)
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TRIPLE SHOOTING NEAR WEBSTER AVENUE

PEDESTRIAN FATALLY HIT IN WESTCHESTER SQ.

MAN’S BODY FOUND IN EVERS MARINA

Two men were arrested last Wednesday night for committing a triple shooting that 
left a four-year-old girl and two men in the hospital. According to police, the gun-
men James Thomas, 57, and Fredrick Fielder, 33, have been charged with assault 
and reckless endangerment. The shooting happened on Wednesday, July 12 around 
11:31 a.m. on East 167th Street near Webster Avenue in Morrisania. Thomas who is on 
lifetime parole for a 1983 murder, and Fielder, a Bloods gang member with 12 prior ar-
rests, were allegedly conspiring to defraud Medicaid when a disagreement erupted 
about the scam. Police said two groups of people converged at the location for an 
arranged meeting to hash out their differences until a fi ght broke out. Two men in 
the group allegedly drew guns and fi red 17 shots, but some of the bullets struck a 
nearby little girl and two men. Thomas was shot in the back and Fielder was hit in 
both legs. Their injuries were not considered life-threatening. The little girl and two 
men injured in the shoot out are all expected to make full recoveries.
                 Photo by Edwin Soto

A pedestrian was fatally struck in Westchester Square last week. According to po-
lice, a 53-year-old man was struck and killed by a SUV as he attempted to cross East 
Tremont Avenue at St. Peters Avenue on Thursday, July 13 at 9:50 p.m. The victim, 
whose identity was not released, was walking south across East Tremont Avenue 
when a 2000 Lincoln Navigator traveling west slammed into him. The man was pro-
nounced dead on arrival by fi rst responders. The driver was not charged in the acci-
dental collision.                                                                                       Photo by Edwin Soto

40 Precinct
Thursday, July 13 at 12:17 p.m.  -- Cops re-

sponded to the call of a person stabbed near East 
140th Street and Jackson Avenue. 

When they got to the scene they found a 31-year-
old man who had been stabbed in the neck. He was 
later pronounced dead at Lincoln Hospital. 

43 Precinct 
Saturday, June 3 at 9:44 p.m. - A 22-year-old 

man was found unresponsive and with a gunshot 
wound to the right side of his torso. 

The police arrived and found him in the rear of 
1140 Wheeler Avenue. 

EMS took him to Jacobi Medical Center where he 
was pronounced deceased.  

46 Precinct 
Tuesday, July 4 at 9:24 p.m. -- Police respond-

ed to a report of an assault at 2463 Webster Avenue 
and found a 51-year-old who had been stabbed in the 
head. The victim was taken by ambulance to St. Barn-
abas Hospital, where he was pronounced dead. 

49 Precinct 
Thursday, July 23 at 9:52 p.m. -- Cops respond-

ed to a traffic fatality on East Tremont Avenue near St. 
Peter’s Avenue. When they got to the scene, they found 
that a 53-year-old pedestrian was crossing the street 
when he was struck by a 2000 Lincoln Navigator that 
was heading west on East Tremont Avenue. The NYPD 
Collision Investigation Squad is investigating. EMS pro-
nounced the man dead on arrival at the scene. 

First responders found the body of a 61-year-old pastor in the waters of the Evers 
Marina on Thursday, July 13. Police were called to the docks around 9:15 a.m. after 
boaters spotted the fully-clothed man fl oating near them. The victim identifi ed as 
Letting Christ Be Known Evangelical Church pastor Amaurys Mella was discovered 
fl oating face down in the marina’s waters. According to a NYPD spokesman, Mella’s 
son-in-law removed the pastor from the water and brought him to a nearby dock 
to perform CPR. Despite his son-in-law’s best efforts, it was too late as Mella was 
pronounced dead on arrival by fi rst responders. The man of God had a dumbbell tied 
around his neck. Police said someone spotted Mella’s body earlier and called 911, but 
responding police offi cers could not fi nd him in the dark. An autopsy has yet to be 
conducted, however investigators are considering Mella’s death a suicide. Respond-
ing police offi cers discovered a suicide note left inside the pastor’s car parked at 
his 1426 Outlook Avenue residence. The marina is down the block from the pastor’s 
home and Letting Christ Be Known offi ces. According to family and friends, Mella 
had been suffering from depression. Mella had served as pastor for the store front 
house of worship at 2111 Starling Avenue for 24 years. Senator Rev. Ruben Diaz, Sr. 
knew Mella well as both belong to the New York Organization of Christian Ministries. 
“After receiving the news that my friend, my brother in faith and companion in the 
Ministries, Rev. Amaurys Mella was found dead, I wish to express my deepest sorrow 
to his relatives, friends and brothers and sisters of his congregation,” said Diaz, add-
ing. “I will continue to pray for our Lord to bring peace, tranquility and strength to all 
members of his congregation. May my good friend rest in peace.”
        Photo by Aracelis Batista
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
A premium
experience

Senator Jeff Klein and lo-
cal drug abuse prevention 
organizations will co-host a 
naloxone training workshop 
on City Island. Naloxone is 
a medication used to reverse 
the effects of opioid over-
doses, including heroin. The 
event will take place at the 
Leonard H. Hawkins Ameri-
can Legion Post, 550 City Is-
land Avenue from 7 to 8:30 
p.m., on Thursday, July 27. 
The Offi ce of Alcoholism and 
Substance Abuse (OASAS) 
and the Throggs Neck Com-
munity Action Partnership 
(TNCAP) are also co-sponsor-
ing the event. 

“Heroin and opioid abuse 
is a public health crisis that 
has been sweeping across not 
just the nation, but also our 
entire city. Fortunately, we 
have access to miracle medi-
cations like naloxone that 
help save lives and prevent 
further tragedy. Naloxone 
training workshops are pow-
erful tools in the fi ght against 
drug abuse, and I’m thrilled 
to co-host one in City Island,” 
said Senator Jeff Klein. 

In light of the opioid epi-

demic which has plagued 
communities in every corner 
of the city,  members from 
the 45th precinct suggested 
to Senator Klein that his of-
fi ce host a naloxone training 
day on City Island. Last year 
in New York City 1,374 people 
fatally overdosed, a 46% in-
crease from 2015. The Bronx 
experienced the highest num-
ber of the unintentional fatali-
ties at 308.

However, the administer-
ing of life-saving naloxone has 
increased, especially by city 
EMS. In the Bronx, EMT’s ad-
ministered the medicine 2089 
times last year, compared to 
1122 the year before. This year 
from January to March, EMS 
used naloxone 411 times. 

At the event, members 
from ADAPP and TNCAP 
will provide the free nalox-
one kits, along with the train-
ing. TNCAP is accredited by 
the city DOH to provide the 
medicine to its community 
members. Senator Klein has 
hosted other similar naloxone 
giveaway and trainings, most 
recently last fall at Villa Bar-
one Manor in Throggs Neck. 

Free naloxone training

Dear editor,
I’d like to thank Senator 

Jeff Klein and his diligent 
staff who helped me resolve 
an issue I recently had with 
my life insurance policy. Back 
in 1992 I purchased a $50,000 
life insurance policy that be-
gan with a modest monthly 
premium.  However, my pre-
miums gradually rose to $280, 
then $400 before suddenly 
jumping to $604 per month.  A 
number I could no longer af-
ford. Stuck with no knowledge 
as to what led to the increases 
and unclear how to proceed, I 
contacted Senator Klein’s of-
fi ce for help. From there one of 
his staffers questioned my in-
surance provider and kept me 
apprised every step of the way 
when new information was 
learned.  

Through persistent facili-
tation between a consultant 
from my life insurance com-
pany and myself, Senator 
Klein’s offi ce learned of an in-
surance provision called the 
‘Reduced Payed up Policy.’ 
Through this, I could provide 
my insurer with a one-time 
payment to meet my premium 
balance and settle this issue.  I 
did just that and by last week 
I received notifi cation that 
my insurance policy was paid 
in full. In approximately 16 
months my policy will mature 
and this ‘Payed Up’ status will 
be fi nalized.  

Additionally, I learned 
that my policy will now have 
a benefi t of $11,000 more than 
I anticipated. I could not have 
asked for a better helping hand 
than Senator Klein’s, and I rec-
ommend to any others seeking 
assistance with complicated 
insurance matters to reach 
out to his offi ce.

 Anthony Tinelli

A weighty
idea

Dear editor, 
A simple solution to reduc-

ing crime is to stop printing 
paper money.  Nobody walks 
around with $500 bills.  We have 
bank cards and small bills. 

Paper money should be re-
placed with metal coins, do-
ing so would eliminate petty 
crime.

Can you image how much a 
thousand dollars in $100 coins 

would weigh?  You’ll need a 
truck to rob a bank, drug deal-
ers and politicians would need 
a wheel barrel to do business.  

One million dollars in 100 
dollar bills weighs 22 pounds, 
why make it easy? 

Dante Barozzi

Transit progress:
more AC/litter
Dear editor,
Visiting the NYC Transit 

vintage buses on Governor’s Is-
land on Saturday, July 9 was  a 
great trip down memory lane. 
It was a time when bus driv-
ers had to make change and 
drive, at the same time. No one 
dared bring any food on the 
bus or leave any litter behind. 
You had to pay separate fares to 
ride either the bus or subway. 
Now there are Metro Cards af-
fording free transfers between 
bus and subway, along with 
discounted weekly or monthly 
fares. Employee transit checks 
to help cover the costs didn’t ex-
ist decades ago.  

As a teenagers, riding the 
old subway cars in the 1960s 
was  a time when it was com-
mon to fi nd both penny gum 
and soda machines dispens-

ing products at many subway 
stations. Clean and safe bath-
rooms were readily available. 
It was a time when people re-
spected authority and law. Pre-
vious generations of riders did 
not litter subway stations and 
buses, by leaving behind gum, 
candy wrappers, paper cups, 
bottles and newspapers. No one 
would openly eat pizza, chicken 
or other messy foods while rid-
ing a bus or subway. Everyone 
paid their way and there was 
virtually no fare evasion.

Previous generations of 
both bus and subway riders 
survived daily commutes with 
no air conditioning.  All they 
had for comfort were overhead 
fans.  Air conditioned buses 
and subway cars that we all 
take for granted today were 
virtually non existent up un-
til the time of the 1964-65 New 
York World’s Fair.  Air condi-
tioned buses were still a nov-
elty.  It was not until 1966, that 
NYC Transit fi rst purchased 
over 600 buses with this new 
feature.  Subsequently, all fu-
ture new buses would include 
air conditioning. By the early 
1990’s, 100% of the bus fl eet was 
air conditioned.

In 1967, NYC Transit intro-
duced the fi rst ten air condi-
tioned subway cars operating 
on the old IND system (Inde-
pendent municipal NYC built, 
fi nanced and operated A, C, E. 
F and G lines).  It was not un-
til 1975, that air conditioned 
subway cars were introduced 
on the old IRT (NYC private 
franchised Independent Rapid 
Transit system operated 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, Franklin Avenue and 
Times Square shuttle lines).  
Subsequently, this also in-
cluded the old BMT (NYC pri-
vate franchised Brooklyn Man-
hattan Transit system B, D, J, 
L, M, N, Q, R, W and Z lines),  
It took until 1982 to retrofi t all 
the original IRT “Redbird” se-
ries subway cars. By 1993, 99% 
of the NYC 6,000 subway cars 
were air conditioned with the 
exception of a handful running 
on the #7 Flushing line.  

Fast forward to today, and 
you can see how MTA public 
transportation is still one of the 
best bargains in town. Riders 
can count on air conditioned 
buses, subway and commuter 
rail cars working close to 99% 
on a daily basis. 

Larry Penner

Mott Haven’s
changing scene

Dear editor,
I have resided in the Mott 

Haven section of the Bronx for 
almost my entire life. Grow-
ing up you didn’t see much de-
velopment in the community. 
That’s just the way it was in the 
south Bronx. Now fast forward 
to 2017, and you’re starting to 
see development after devel-
opment. Times are changing. 
They can be for the good or for 
the bad. 

A new residential building is 
currently being constructed on 
East 138th Street. What stood 
out to me was the two fl ags that 
were mounted on the top of the 
building. One being the Amer-
ican fl ag and the other being 
and Italian fl ag.  At fi rst I didn’t 
think much of it, but then some-
thing came to mind: does devel-
opment impact gentrifi cation. 
As I stated times have changed 
for better or worst. 

So my question to you is 
this: is Mott Haven in 10 years 
going to be a place for Italian 
Americans only or will it be 
an inclusive community for all 
Americans?

Andrew Musa
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The newly constructed residential building at 5731 Broadway will be converted to a shelter 
for homeless families, according to local elected offi cials. Arthur Cusano

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Kingsbridge residents and elected 

offi cials are outraged after learning a 
newly constructed mixed-use building 
on Broadway in Kingsbridge may be 
converted to a homeless shelter. 

The seven-story building, located 
at 5731 Broadway right next door to the 
50th Precinct headquarters, had been 
recently advertised as a residential 
market-rate building by its developer, 
the Stagg Group.

But Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinow-
itz said offi cials from the NYC Depart-
ment of Homeless Services told him 
Friday the building was now being 
planned as a shelter for approximately 
80 homeless families run by the not-
for-profi t PRAXIS Housing Initiatives 
L.L.C.

“People are really upset that it was 
a ‘bait and switch’,” Dinowitz said. 
“We were told one thing and now 
something else is happening. Most of 
us don’t like to be lied to, and I feel we 
were lied to.”

Dinowitz said that the city had not 
been forthcoming in the past when 
creating other area shelters, such as 
the Van Cortlandt Motel located fur-
ther north on Broadway. 

He also accused the Stagg Group of 
abruptly turning other buildings into 
homeless shelters in recent years. 

The company is currently fi nishing 
a similar-sized building, ‘The Eques-
trian’, at 1680 Pelham Parkway being 
advertised as luxury apartments.

“What this shows is that anytime 
a new building goes up in a neighbor-
hood, it could become a homeless shel-
ter,” Dinowitz said.

The building, fi rst announced in 
2014, was planned as an apartment 
building with 90 units and 20,000 feet 
of medical offi ce space. 

The developer had gone as far as ac-
cepting applications for the units in re-
cent months.

Many storeowners approached said 

they were unaware of the new plans 
for the building.

An employee at the Stop & Shop di-
rectly across the street who asked not 
to be named said she had actually ap-
plied for an apartment, and said she 
was not informed of the change. 

Another store employee said they 
were concerned about an increase in 
shoplifters.

However Altagracie Pena, the man-
ager of the Leche Y Miel restaurant, 
said she was not concerned if homeless 
families moved in.

Councilman Andrew Cohen also 
released a statement voicing concern 
the building will hurt the burgeoning 
business district and bring an infl ux of 
children into the already overcrowded 
schools like nearby P.S. 7.

“We as a community have been try-
ing to improve the business climate 
on the southern end of Broadway and 
strengthen the residential portion of 
the northern end,” Cohen said. “The 
Department of Homeless Services 
seems committed to destroying that 
effort.”

Calls to the DHS for comment were 
not immediately returned.

Stagg Group owner Mark Stagg said 
he was not commenting on the project 
for the time being.

“We’re really not involved, it’s not 
really us -the city of New York has ap-
proached us,” Stagg said. “But we will 
make an offi cial statement soon. We’re 
just fi nishing a great building in a 
wonderful neighborhood, and we’re 
excited about it.”

Local residents interviewed said 
they were shocked to hear about the 
plans, and questioned whether the lo-
cation was appropriate.

“That’s horrible,” said Oliva Da-
vila. “I thought it was going to be a 
regular apartment building. How can 
they keep it a secret like that? They 
don’t want people to know, or to pro-
test.”

Outrage as Kingsbridge 
building eyed as a shelter
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Mayor de Blasio (l) and Councilman Cabrera were delighted that a full house attended the town hall meeting. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Mayor de Blasio held a town 

hall meeting on Wednesday, 
July 12 at Creston Academy in 
Fordham Heights, and recent 
Bronx tragedies were still lin-
gering over the event.

The town hall came just 
days after two horrifi c events 
shook the borough: the mur-
der of NYPD Detective Mioso-
tis Familia and a shooting at 
Bronx-Lebanon Hospital that 
claimed the life of a doctor and 
injured six others.

The mayor credited the 
NYPD and their FDNY for 
their quick response to the 
shootings, and praised Bronx 
residents for supporting the 
victims and their families be-
fore asking for a moment of si-
lence for the two victims.

“In the middle of the tough 
time we had, we saw some 
beautiful things as well,” de 
Blasio said. “We saw an out-
pouring of love and support for 
the Familia family. I talked to 
them at length Monday morn-
ing, and they were so struck 
by how many ordinary people 
had sent their love.”

The mayor also announced 
that Devoe Park in Univer-
sity Heights, which has been 

Mayor holds town hall after Bronx tragedies
a hotspot for criminal activity, 
would be getting gates at all its 
entrances and new LED light-
ing at the request of Council-
man Fernando Cabrera, who 
also attended Wednesday’s 
event.

He pushed for expanding 
universal pre-kindergarten 
for and announced all high 
schools would have fi ve ad-
vanced placement courses.

After opening up the fl oor 
for questions, he was asked 
about the impending open-
ing of an adult homeless male 
shelter at 233 Fordham Land-
ing, and wanted to know why 
the Bronx seemed to be get-
ting more homeless shelters 
than other boroughs. 

The mayor said the planned 
closing of controversial clus-
ter sites would help. 

“We’ve already closed fi ve 
in this council district and 
we’re going to close all of them 
citywide, and that’s going to 
be, fi rst and foremost, a bene-
fi t to the Bronx,” he said.

The city’s plan is to open 
shelters at the council dis-
trict level to tend to homeless 
populations in those areas, he 
added.

When later asked about 

crowded substandard shelters 
due to rising homeless popu-
lation, the mayor agreed that 
some were run better than 
others and said he hoped new 
housing planned for a half 
million people would help. 

“What we’re hoping for is 
that as we continue to build 
affordable housing, we get 
ahead of this bigger problem,” 
he said.

A member of the Kings-
bridge Merchant Association 
asked what the mayor would 

do to keep merchants from 
being evicted from the Kings-
bridge Road area as rents con-
tinued to rise. 

De Blasio said the city has 
reduced fi nes and was work-
ing to increase legal support 
for merchants facing harass-
ment from landlords.

A parent coordinator at 
Creston Academy told the 
mayor middle school aged chil-
dren had nowhere to go after 
school, and that grants were 
not available for programs for 

that age group.
The mayor said the city 

guarantees afterschool pro-
grams for all middle school 
students in each community, 
if not at every school, but said 
he wanted to add more youth 
programs when funding be-
came available.

“With summer, we have 
focused on public housing to 
create summer recreation pro-
grams like midnight basket-
ball that go well into the eve-
ning,” he added.
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The Bronx River Alliance, 
a non-profi t partnership 
group with NYC Parks and 
dozens of community-based 
partners, announced on Sat-
urday the launch of the Cam-
paign for River House—their 
new headquarters in Star-
light Park, which will offer 
educational and recreational 
programming once complete 
in Fall of 2017. The Campaign 
is a three-year effort to raise 
$2 million in private funds 
for expanded programs and 
stewardship of this innova-
tive green building, called 
the “Greenest Building in 
the South Bronx” by The New 
York Times. To-date, $900,000 
has been committed to the 
Campaign for River House, 
including lead gifts from Con 
Edison and the Prospect Hill 
Foundation. The Campaign is 
chaired by Carrie Elston Tu-
nick and Peter Bourbeau.

 River house is a 7,000 
square–foot NYC Parks fa-
cility operated by the Bronx 
River Alliance, located along-
side the river in Starlight 
Park, the newest gem on the 
Bronx River, in the South 
Bronx. The facility features a 
boathouse, nature classroom, 
community gathering space, 
and will be the base of opera-
tions for the restoration of the 
river and the development of 
the Bronx River Greenway.

 River House incorporates 
high-level green design el-
ements, striving for LEED 
Platinum certifi cation, and 
will be heated and cooled by a 
geothermal system, powered 
with solar panels, and cov-
ered with a blanket of shad-

Bronx River Alliance launches River House campaign
ing greenery. Rainwater will 
also be collected to help fl ush 
toilets, feed the landscaping, 
and wash canoes.

 “The Campaign for River 
House is a roadmap for suc-
cess over the next ten years 
once we open the doors to 
River House,” says Maggie 
Scott Greenfi eld, Executive 
director of the Bronx River 
Alliance and Bronx River Ad-
ministrator for NYC Parks. 
“We’ve made so much prog-
ress over the past 15 years: 
from opening 20 new acres of 
waterfront parkland in the 
South Bronx to bringing out 
over 16,000 students to study 
and learn from the river. We 
are excited to move into this 
new phase of our growth and 
to offer this beautiful new 
space—River House—as a 
resource for Bronx commu-
nities to come together and 
teach one another about the 
river.”

 “The Bronx River is a 
gem in our City’s park sys-
tem,” said NYC Parks com-
missioner Mitchell J. Silver, 
FAICP. “NYC Parks is work-
ing with the Bronx River Al-
liance to restore NYC’s only 
freshwater river, so New 
Yorkers can use it for their 
recreation and enjoyment 
for generations to come. This 
Campaign for River House is 
the next step in the Alliance’s 
long-term vision for how to 
strength our collective ef-
forts for this urban river and 
create new opportunities for 
Bronx residents.”

 A $250,000 lead gift to the 
Campaign for River house by 
Con Edison was announced 

at the River House Celebra-
tion. “Over the years, Con 
Edison has been proud to 
sponsor the Bronx River Alli-
ance. It is a vital asset to the 
borough’s environmental and 
recreational needs. Now with 
River House that good work 
will expand with nature 
classrooms, demonstrations 
of clean energy solutions, and 
more community programs,” 
said Frances A. Resheske, se-
nior vice president, Corpo-
rate Affairs, Con Edison.

Bronx River Alliance 
chair Veronica Vanterpool 
added, “We thank Con Edi-
son for their generous con-
tribution to the Campaign 
for River House and welcome 
other likeminded businesses 
to join with them to support 
what is truly an environmen-
tal renaissance on the river. 
Thanks to thousands of vol-
unteers, donors and part-

ners the river has been trans-
formed from an abandoned 
dumping ground into a cher-
ished natural resource.”

 Sonia Manzano, Maria 
from Seasame Street¸ joined 
in the day’s festivities add-
ing, “When I was a little girl 
growing up in the Bronx, one 
day my uncle took me to a ga-
rage to buy something, and I 
wandered to the back of the 
garage where the doors were 
opened. There I was shocked 
to see a body of water. Time 
passed. I began to think that I 
had dreamed the incident be-
cause I never saw that body 
of water again. Years passed 
and I read in The Times that 
two women were trying to 
clean up the Bronx River. 
And I thought to myself: I 
knew there was a body of wa-
ter in the Bronx. When peo-
ple have access to this river 
and access to this greenway it 

will make any problems that 
they are going through seem 
smaller and more manage-
able. So what you are doing 
for the people is much more 
than you think.”

  Assemblyman Marcos 
Crespo added “The river is 
a treasure of the Bronx that 
has long been hidden from 
view. Thanks to the efforts 
of the Bronx River Alliance, 
working together with com-
munity partners, NYC Parks 
and all levels of government, 
the river has become a sym-
bol of the rebirth of the Bronx 
as a whole. And River House 
is a beacon to all of the prog-
ress that we’ve made through 
community leadership and 
meaningful partnerships 
to defi ne our own path for-
ward.”

 For more information, 
visit www.bronxriver.org/
RiverHouse.

GregKiss (left0 and AssemblymanCrepo.                           Photo courtesy of JeffReuben

On Thursday, August 3, 
the VISIONS Bronx Advisory 
Board will host its Celebrity 
Bartending Event at 6 p.m. at 
Tosca Rooftop on East Trem-
ont Avenue. 

Now in its 5th year, this 
event has become a Bronx 
tradition. The money that is 
raised will help support VI-
SIONS free programs for in-

VISIONS hosts Celebrity Bartending Event Aug. 3rd
dividuals who are blind and 
their families that live in the 
Bronx. 

Celebrity bartenders will 
be Ed Birdie, NY Power Au-
thority; John Cerini, Bronx 
Tax Man Corporation and 
Bronx Advisory Board mem-
ber; Taryn Duffy, Empire 
City Casino and Bronx Ad-
visory Board member; Jo-

seph A. McManus, Liberty 
Democratic Association; Jim 
Quent, Statewide Public Af-
fairs; Olga Tirado, the Bronx 
Tourism Council.   

Tickets are $30 if pur-
chased prior to the event and 
$40 when purchased at the 
door.

VISIONS/Services for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired, 

founded in 1926, is a 501c3 so-
cial service and vision reha-
bilitation agency. VISIONS 
mission is to develop and im-
plement programs to assist 
blind and visually impaired 
people of all ages to lead inde-
pendent and active lives, and 
to educate the public to un-
derstand the capabilities and 
needs of people who are blind 

and visually impaired.  
Their vision is for every-

one to see what is possible.
For more information 

about VISIONS or to purchase 
your tickets for Celebrity 
Bartending, visit VISIONS 
website www.visionsvcb.org 
or call toll free 888-245-8333 
ext. 120.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Throggs Neck Clipper
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

YOU!

20th ANNIVERSARY
FAREWELL PARTY

SEA

Friday, July 21st & 29th

DJ Ant G. and DJ Mike Menna

Friday, July 28th

Saturday, July 22nd

9pm

Let’s make this a night to Remember!!

SOUP OR SALAD, PRIME RIB POTATO,  VEGETABLES & DESSERT

TUESDAY, JULY 25
PRIME RIB TUESDAY

$1995
Kitchen will remain open til Saturday 29th July!

FREE
WI-FI



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 21-27, 201720    BTR

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
The NYC Parks Depart-

ment and Councilman Fer-
nando Cabrera celebrated the 
ribbon cutting for a major ren-
ovation of Grand Playground 
earlier this month. 

Cabrera was joined Mon-
day, July 10, by Parks Com-
missioner Mitchell J. Silver 
and borough parks commis-
sioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa at 
the site to celebrate the com-
pletion of the $2.6 million ren-
ovation project.

Renovations and additions 
to the Fordham Heights play-
ground, fi rst acquired by the 
city in 1979, include a seating 
area geared towards seniors, 
a new basketball court on the 
lower level, a spray shower for 
children and a special play 
area for children of different 
ages and two new entrances. 

The celebration comes a 
year after work crews broke 
ground for the major renova-
tion of the park. 

Discussions to revitalize 
the park began as far back as 
2010, and Cabrera had criti-
cized the previous parks ad-
ministration for a failure to 
get the project moving even 

Grand Playground reopens after major facelift
as funding became available 
through his offi ce.

“Grand Avenue Play-
ground was one of the fi rst 
parks community residents 
contacted me about because 
of the dire need for repairs,” 
Cabrera said.  “Structural is-
sues caused by years of ne-
glect were affecting nearby 
properties. I’m happy that in 
one year, work has been com-
pleted and this space has been 
restored to the community for 
recreation and peaceful enjoy-
ment,” said Cabrera.

Also on hand for the open-
ing were children from Traba-
jamos Community HeadStart, 
a local headstart program in 
University Heights that will 
directly benefi t from the reno-
vated park.

“We are a school that does 
not have a playground,” said 
Naomi Ortiz, a teacher at the 
school. “We depend on the 
public playgrounds, so we 
were excited to see another 
park opening.”

The school cares for chil-
dren all year long, and Ortiz 
said she looked forward to stu-
dents using the new sprinklers 
during the summer and enjoy-

ing local nature in the fall.
“Our students are learning 

about the leaves turning col-
ors and caterpillars turning 
into butterfl ies, so we depend 
on the parks for all of these 
things,” Ortiz said. 

 Silver thanked Cabrera for 
making the renovations pos-
sible. 

The playground had long 
been in dire need of repairs, 
he said, and the parks depart-
ment not only went beyond re-

pairs to completely transform 
the space, but also did so un-
der deadline.

“NYC Parks is working 
tirelessly to make sure Bronx 
communities have access to 
beautiful, top-notch parks,” 
Silver said.

Cabrera is also working 
with the parks department to 
renovate the Mt. Hope Gar-
dens Park, located a few blocks 
away at Creston Avenue and 
East Burnside Avenue. 

Renovations include the in-
stallment of a new playground 
area and equipment for chil-
dren, as well as a new spray 
shower and an Americans 
With Disabilities Act-compli-
ant drinking fountain. 

Seating and planting areas 
will also be improved, while 
retaining walls will be reno-
vated. 

That project is slated to 
be completed in the spring of 
2019.

Children of all ages enjoyed traversing Grand Playground’s brand new play area. 
 Photo by Malcolm Pinckney/NYC Parks
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Delivery Service Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
We Now Deliver 7 Days A Week!

Saturday, July 22nd
6pm to 10pm

“G & J Entertainment”
PLAYING JAZZ & BIG BAND CLASSICS!

LIVE
MUSIC

AT THE

WOLF

Bronx Detective pens his 
fourth suspense/thriller.

Mike Monahan
Born and raised in Parkchester. 

Grandfather was a cop, father was a 
cop, I became a cop/detective and 
my younger brother is still a cop.
Currently living in Country Club.

Now available on Amazon.com

Meet Author

Mike Monahan
AT THE
WOLF

Saturday, July 29
from 2-5pm
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$5,000 Raffle*
$25 per ticket

Make checks payable to 
2780 Schurz Ave, Bronx, NY 10465

  I am purchasing ____ dinner reservations at $50 each. (BEFORE July 1st)
  I am purchasing ____ dinner reservations at $60 each. (AFTER July 1st)
  ? am �urchasing @@@@ rafCe tickets at G�� each.

�afCes �ill �e dra�n Thursday, Kugust 3, �017 at fundraiser.
Winner need not be present.

? �ould like to make a donation in the amount of 

____________________ to Preston Center of Compassion.

or
visit our �e� site at ���.�restoncenterofcom�assion.org to make an onVline donation

Preston Center of Com�assion (a s�onsored ministry of the Sisters of the Divine Com�assion) is a �elcoming community
that addresses critical community needs �y �roviding counseling, mentoring, leadershi�, em�o�erment, s�irituality,

and educational su��ort services and �rograms for �omen, children and families �ho are most in need. 
PCC is a 501(c)(3) organization separate from Preston High School.

Name ______________________________________________

Address _______________________Email ___________________

Space has been donated by SCHUYLER HILL FUNERAL HOME

Please join us for our

6:30 - 10:30 PM
�oin �s �or an e�ening o� good �ood, m�sic and ��n to �ene�t P�� 

Honorees
	0 
ears � Sisters o� �i�ine �ompassion

Serving Throggs Neck Community, including the founding of St. Frances De Chantal School (1930)
and Preston High School (1947)

25 
ears � Preston �enter o� �ompassion
3 
ears � �ames Vacca, �o�ncil Mem�er � �istrict Manager

Sponsored in part by:

Bronx

August 3rd, 2017

z
1st Prize $5,000*
2nd Prize Manhattan Getaway
 One night accommodation to Sheraton New York Times Square Hotel,
  Two tickets to Top of the Rock Observation Deck at Rockefeller Plaza
 and Dinner for T�o at �osie ��	rady�s Times S
uare �estaurant.

3rd Prize iPad, Donated �y Citi�ank, Throggs Neck �ranch

4th Prize The Vitamix Blender, Donated �y the PCC �oard of Trustees

5th Prize Sports Mania Package
 Four NY Yankee Tickets AND Four NY Mets Tickets, 2016 NY Jets Team 
 signed re�lica foot�all and N� 	iants S�orts emora�ilia

           

������������������������!��"#���%�!&�'��#�+-/�
�������������6&����7��!��&�

An artist’s rendering of the new Dawson Street building reveals its look 
and many of its features. Photo courtesy of Propco and UA Builders Group

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new building rising in 

Longwood looks like it is one 
of the few in the community 
to be built without using hous-
ing subsides. 

Construction began on 
Thursday, July 6 on a residen-
tial building at 915 Dawson 
Street that will offer 29 apart-
ments, as well as various ame-
nities like an exercise room 
and indoor bicycle storage.  

The eight-story, 23,301 
square foot building is one of 
at least three planned in the 
southern part of the borough 
that are being developed by 
Propco Holdings and built by 
UA Builders Group, a nation-
wide construction company. 

According to a spokes-
woman for U.A. Builders, 
there will be no city-subsidies 
used in the new development 
at 915 Dawson Street. 

“The Dawson Street proj-
ect furthers the ongoing revi-
talization of the south Bronx, 
and will provide the area with 
a new multi-family residential 
building with desirable mod-
ern amenities,” said Albert 
Gjonbalaj, UA Builders Group 
CEO. 

Market-rate building rises at 915 Dawson Street 

Richard Markel, UA Build-
ers Group vice-president, 
stated in an email that the 
project is planned for comple-
tion sometime in the second-
quarter of 2018. 

“The units are being con-
structed with economy and 
affordability in mind,” stated 

Markel, adding the company 
is also currently design-
ing new developments with 
Propco Holdings at 1081 Tif-
fany Street and 2061-64 Ryer 
Avenue.

Markel stated that in order 
to meet market demand, the 
project is predominantly one-

bedroom units that are ap-
proximately 500-square feet, 
with additional 300-square 
foot studio apartments and 
600-square foot two-bedroom 
apartments. 

“The residential units are 
being designed as clean, mod-
ern and economical with a 
mix of amenities well-suited 
for families and professional 
tenants,” he stated. 

The project can be consid-
ered part of a larger redevel-
opment of the borough, said 
Alfred Popaj, Propco Holdings 
asset manager. 

“Redevelopment of the 
Bronx continues at a rapid 
pace and we’re excited to pro-
vide the neighborhood with 
a smartly-designed and well-
constructed building,” said 
Popaj, adding that UA Build-
ers was selected because 
Propco is confi dent in their 
organizational and technical 
expertise.  

The apartments will fea-
ture wooden fl oors, modern 
kitchens with energy saving 
appliances, and programma-
ble controls for a heating and 
ventilation system. 

The building will feature 
an onsite laundry facility and 

an onsite recycling program, 
and is across the street from 
Rainey Park. 

Online leasing, payment 
and maintenance requests 
will be available to tenants. 

In designing the 915 Daw-
son Street, UA used Building 
Information Modeling, a com-
puterized modeling system 
that creates a digital represen-
tation of something being con-
structed. 

“BIM allows us to proac-
tively solve problems before 
they are encountered in the 
fi eld,” stated Markel.  “This al-
lows us to build more quickly, 
more safely and with greater 
effi ciency than conventional 
means.” 

Markel stated that the 
Longwood community is a net-
work of neighborhoods with 
diversity and a rich history. 

Two sources with knowl-
edge of the community’s real 
estate development needs, 
neither of which were autho-
rized to speak on the record, 
said that market-rate develop-
ment was rare in the neigh-
borhood and that local com-
munity leaders would likely 
want to learn more about the 
project. 
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Travel safe by Healthy Seniors CliCC
Summer is in full 

swing and is the sea-
son many of us pack 
our bags and travel. 
We may like long road 
trips, while others en-
joy cruises or fl ights. 
Whether you are travel-
ing around the world or 
closer to home, here are 

some tips to help you 
plan ahead. 

Vaccinations: Before 
traveling, especially 
when going to another 
country ensures that 
that your vaccinations 
are up to date. The Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) 

has a website (https://
wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/
destinations/list) that 
you can check for needed 
vaccinations as well as 
health travel warnings. 

Medical Provider: 
Consult with your medi-
cal provider regarding 
your travel plans. They 

have specifi c travel pre-
cautions that you need 
to take when traveling 
and will be able to pro-
vide you with any vac-
cinations you may need 
for your trip.  

Medications: If you 
will be traveling across 
time zones consult with 

your medical provider 
regarding if the times 
you take your medica-
tions should be changes. 
Create a list of all med-
ications (prescription 
and over the counter). 
Consult with your med-
ical provider or phar-
macist about including 
both brand and generic 
names because some-
times generic names 
are more recognizable 
abroad. Ensure that you 
have brought enough to 
cover you in case you ex-
perience travel delays. 
Keep your medications 
in their original con-
tainers and pack them 
in your carry-on bag. 

Deep Vein Thrombo-
sis (DVT):  Older adults 
are at a higher risk of 
developing blood clots 
in their veins when sit-
ting for extended peri-
ods of time. Try getting 
up and walking around 
every hour or so to re-

store circulation. Stud-
ies have shown that 
compression stockings 
may help to reduce the 
risk of developing DVT 
but you should consult 
with your medical pro-
vider*.  

Medical Insurance: 
Medicare does not cover 
medical expenses when 
traveling abroad except 
under very restricted 
instances. In order to 
ensure you have appro-
priate coverage for doc-
tors visits, medications, 
and hospital stays, med-
ical evacuations, and 
other healthcare emer-
gencies consider pur-
chasing medical travel 
insurance. These in-
surance policies can be 
bought for as little as 
seven days. 

These are a few tips 
that will assist you in 
having a healthy and 
happy vacation. Safe 
travels. 

Senior transportation
Do you need help getting to and from your med-

ical appointments?  Transportation Services are 
available to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., in community districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medical appoint-
ments

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair 

lifts 
For further information, call Mildred Cardona, 

program director of the R.A.I.N. Transportation 
Program at (718) 882-8513.  

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!
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FATALLY STABBED IN FRONT OF KETTY’S PLACE AUTO CRASHES INTO HOME’S STAIRCASE 

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and preferred location (NBX or SBX) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.

Police are on the hunt for an individual who murdered a man visiting family at a 
Bronx shelter. According to police, the 31-year-old man was stabbed in front of Ket-
ty’s Place on Jackson Avenue in Mott Haven on Thursday, July 13 around 12:15 p.m. 
The assailant described as a 6-foot Hispanic man wearing blue shorts and a white T-
shirt was seen fl eeing south on Jackson Avenue after committing the heinous crime. 
The victim, whose identity was not released, was rushed to Lincoln Hospital, but died 
from his injuries. No arrests have been made in this ongoing investigation. Anyone 
with information is asked to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS. All calls are kept 
strictly confi dential.              Photo by Edwin Soto

A car collided into a staircase at 2900 St. Theresa Avenue on the evening of Thurs-
day, July 13. No injuries were reported from the incident.              Photo by Aracelis Batista
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The 45th Precinct and the 45th Precinct 
Community Council hosted a candlelight 
vigil on Friday, July 14 in front of the pre-
cinct house in honor of the late detective 
fi rst grade Miosotis Familia killed in an un-
provoked attack while on duty.

45TH PRECINCT 
REMEMBERS
P.O. FAMILIA

Peter Vega (front, 2nd from l) accepted a 
plaque declaring detective fi rst grade Fa-
milia a honory member of the 45th Precinct 
from 45th Precinct Community Council vice 
president Joseph Boiko (front, l). Photo by 
Silvio Pacifi co

(RIGHT) Boiko added his fl ower to the many 
others placed at the memorial wreath. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Kay Cardona, Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association board member and Bronx 
Park East Community Association board members Donal Holway and Kenny Agosto enjoyed 
some summertime fun at Thwaites Place. Photo by Laura Stone

Jonathan Andujar (r) got some face paint designs from 
artist Shakeena Tonge. Photo by Laura Stone

Law enforcement and community members paid their respects to late police offi cer Familia.
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

The 49th Precinct and 49th Precinct Community Council hosted a candlelight vigil for slain 
police offi cer Miosotis Familia on Wednesday, July 12 in front of the precinct house.

49TH PRECINCT HOLDS CANDLELIGHT VIGIL

Salsa singer and songwriter Ismael Miranda  entertained the beach concert crowd. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. hosted his annual Bronx Summer Concert Series at 
Orchard Beach on Sunday, July 9. The day’s musical talents included salsa legend Ismael 
Miranda and freestyle sensations TKA.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT RUBEN DIAZ, JR. 
HOSTS CONCERT AT ORCHARD BEACH

Bronxites looking for some 
summertime fun in the sun had 
a blast at this year’s sixth an-
nual Thwaites Place Block Party 
on Saturday, July 15. Hosted 
by Bronx Park East Community 
Association, the neighborhood 
celebration featured live music, 
delicious food and exciting ac-
tivities for the whole family. 

BPECA HOSTS
 THWAITES

 PLACE
BLOCK
PARTY
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 
To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 
Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 
Offer. Exp. 07/31/2017
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ALMA Bank has announced the 
appointment of Michael Psyllos as 
their new president and CEO. He as-
sumed this new responsibility on 
Thursday, July 6. Richard Ferranti 
was acting as interim president of 
the bank until Psyllos assumed the 
role of president and CEO.

Psyllos has been part of the ALMA 
Bank’s Board of Directors for the past 
two years, serving on the Audit, Risk 
& Governance, Budget, Directors’ 
Loan and Compliance Committees. 
He was recently named vice chair-
man of the Board of Directors.

According to ALMA chairman 
Kirk Karabelas “Michael will help 
us further the mission and growth 
of ALMA Bank. Since our inception 
we work hard to get to know the com-
munities and people we serve. We 
strive to give our customers a sense 
of trust, that we are here to support 
them, in the business endeavors they 
undertake.”

Psyllos added “I’m excited about 
my new role at ALMA Bank. I will be 
focused on continuing to make high 
quality customer service the corner-
stone of our operations. This means 
delivering personalized banking so-
lutions to our business and personal 
banking customers alike, based on 
their individual needs.”

Psyllos holds a BBA in Public 
Accounting (and a minor in Com-
puter Science) from Hofstra Univer-
sity, and an MBA in Finance & Ac-
counting from NYU Stern School of 
Business along with a Law Degree 
from Touro College. Prior to joining 
ALMA Bank, Mr.

Psyllos held senior positions at 
Citigroup, Millstein & Co. and Break-
water Capital Partners.

* * *

Astor Services for Children & 

Families in the Hudson Valley and 
the Bronx, a non-profi t that serves 
more than 8,000 children with emo-
tional and behavioral challenges, has 
named Jeannine Mendez as director 
of development, public and govern-
ment relations in the Bronx.

A Bronx native, Mendez will over-
see and implement the non-profi t’s 
fundraising strategies, build brand 

awareness and cultivate relation-
ships with foundations, government 
agencies and major donors in the re-
gion, to help advance the work of The 
Children’s Foundation of Astor.

 Previously, Mendez worked with 
the New York City Human Resources 
Administration’s Offi ce of Citywide 
Health Insurance Access, where 
she spearheaded education and out-
reach initiatives to promote access 
to health insurance and health pro-
grams for small businesses plus mi-
nority and low-income communities. 

Additionally, Mendez guided the 
development of health insurance out-
reach and enrollment efforts for nu-
merous New York City government 
agencies, and developed critical data 
to support the work of the Commis-
sioner and Mayor’s Offi ce.

 Mendez also worked with the Ar-
thritis Foundation, where she created 
donor events and cultivated relation-
ships to ensure success and fi nan-
cial viability for the Hudson Valley 
branch of the New York Chapter, and 
served as adjunct professor at Met-
ropolitan College of NY, Masters of 
Public Administration program. 

 “Jeannine’s background in stra-
tegic development, communica-
tions, New York City government, 
and health and education, are core 
strengths that will help forward As-
tor’s work in the Bronx and beyond,” 
said Sonia Barnes-Moorhead, execu-
tive vice president of The Children’s 
Foundation of Astor. “Her facility in 
researching, analyzing and present-
ing information to key audiences and 
stakeholders is exceptional and we 
look forward to working with her to 
the benefi t of the children and fami-
lies served by Astor.”

 Mendez holds a Master of Science 
in Urban Policy and Management 
from New York University, Bache-
lor of Arts degree in Sociology from 
Manhattanville College and several 
certifi cations in fundraising and 
event planning. 

She is an active member of the 
Parent Teacher Committee at Our 
Lady of Victory School where she 
runs the organization’s fundraising 
restaurant nights.

New president/CEO named at Alma 
Bank; Astor Services for Children 

hires director of development, 
PR & government relations in boroLOSE 20–40 lb.

IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and feeling 
as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 
Graziosa has 
been certified 
with the fresh 
start hCG diet 
and has led 
many patients 
to live more 
happy and 
healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 

TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss Has 

Changed My Life”
Ask yourself how 
would you like to lose 
30 or more pounds, 
have more energy, 
feel great, feel sexy, 
decrease your risks 
of diabetes and heart 
disease and regain 
your health all in next 
40 days.

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

BE
FO

RE

AF
TE

R

GET READY FOR SUMMER WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM
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(l-r) Michael Max Knobbe, John Marano, Joseph Thompson, Rosemary De Luca, John Bonizio, Thomas Messina representing Congressman Joseph Crowley had a great evening.
 Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

Rosemary De Luca (c) received congratulations from her friends 
(l-r) Geri Sciortino, Elizabeth Figueroa, Lisa Sorin, Ana Vincenty 
and Laura Guerriero at the celebration. 
 Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

Rosemary De Luca (2nd from r) re-
ceived a framed aerial rendering of 
the Bronx Zoo. 
 Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

Senator Jamaal Bailey (r) presented De Luca (c) with an citation of 
merit. Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

Rosemary De Luca happily accepted her awards and proclamations from (l-r) assem-
bly members Victor Pichardo, Jeffrey Dinowitz, Luis Sepulveda and Mark Gjonaj. 
 Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

(back, l-r) Geri Sciortino, Laura Guerriero, Lisa Sorin, Elizabeth Figueroa and Ana Vin-
centy held photos of (front, l-r) Senator Jeff Klein; assembly members Michael Bene-
detto and Mark Gjonaj; John Calvelli, Bronx Zoo’s Wildlife Conservation Society vice 
president of Public Affairs and Thomas Messina. Photo courtesy of Geri Sciortino

An outgoing Wildlife Conservation Society leader was honored for her dedicated service to the institution and the people of the Bronx. A retirement party was held in honor 
of the Bronx Zoo WCS’ Rosemary De Luca on Wednesday, July 12 inside the zoo’s Schiff Family Great Hall. De Luca has served as WCS’ director of Government Relations for 
the last 16 years and previously worked as the New York Botanical Garden’s Community Affairs manager for seven years. Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and other elected 
offi cials declared the day as ‘Rosemary De Luca Day’ in her honor.

Bronx Zoo’s Rosemary De Luca Celebrates Retirement
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$

209
99

PILLOW TOP
QUEEN MATTRESS$

499
99

SAVE $175 OFF OUR LOW PRICE OF $67499

MEMORY FOAM
QUEEN MATTRESS $37 Per Month**†

36 Months 
0% APR*

$129999

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect 
queen fl at sets. 
Some models 
in select 
stores only.

NO CREDIT NEEDED
Minimum purchase of 
$2,499 with your Mattress 
Firm credit card. 72 Equal 
Monthly Payments required. 

See 
store
for 
details.

OR0% APR 
FOR 6 YEARS

*

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

Beat the summer 

heat with our 

exclusive cooling 

mattresses and 

get a free

cooling bundle.

FREE COOLING

Luxury Pillows

FREE COOLING

Mattress Protector

FREE COOLING BUNDLE
**

UP TO A $379.97 VALUE

Cooling Bundle available with select mattress set purchases of $1999.99 and above. 

MF42_NYC_WRAP_7.21_DAILYNEWS_1



NO CREDIT 
NEEDED
See store for details.

OR0%APR FOR 6 YEARS*

Minimum purchase of $2,499 with your Mattress Firm credit card. 72 Equal Monthly Payments required.
MF42_NYC_WRAP_7.21_DAILYNEWS_2_3

SLEEP COOL
       &Save

$63 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$449999

Total to Pay

$44 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$309999

Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at sets with applicable savings. Some models in select stores only.

LX640 LX670

ALL NEW!
A one-of-a-kind mattress with memory 

foam coils and topped with cooling memory 
foam. Hot nights are a thing of the past.

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259999

Total to Pay

LX510



L VE YOUR MATTRESS GUARANTEETM*†*

At Mattress Firm we make it easy to Love Your Mattress. We promise that if you don’t love your new mattress, you can exchange or return it for your money back within 120 days.

BE COOL
   &Elevate

Blue Touch 1000 Cushion FirmBlue Touch 500 Plush

$39 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$279899

Total to Pay

$37 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$259899

Total to Pay

Blue Touch 100 Firm

$35 Per Month**†

60 Months 
0% APR*

$209899

Total to Pay

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
THAT BASE!

An adjustable base is perfect for
binge-watching your favorite show

or reading a good book.

Prices refl ect queen mattress with L&P 100 queen adjustable. Some models in select stores only.
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0% APR: 5 years* with a minimum purchase $1999, 4 years* with a minimum purchase of $1499, 3 years* with a minimum purchase of $1299, 2 years* with a minimum purchase of $999 on your Mattress Firm credit card. 60, 48, 36 or 24 equal monthly payments 
required. *Off er valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 and applies only to single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in 
promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply 
to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. **†All monthly payments are rounded up to the 
nearest whole dollar. Monthly payment is based on purchase price alone excluding tax and delivery charges. Credit purchases subject to credit approval. Other transactions may aff ect the monthly payment. **Mattress Firm Free Cooling Bundle Off er: Purchase select mattress sets at $1999.99 and 
above and receive a Free Cooling Bundle. Total Cooling Bundle value up to $379.97. Cooling Bundle includes 2 LuxLiving Cooling Pillows (up to $179.98 value) and a Cooling Mattress Protector (up to a $199.99 value). Cooling Bundle is not available in-store and will be shipped to the purchaser’s home address 7-14 business days from date of purchase. Cooling bundle has no cash value 
and cannot be combined with other off ers. Not valid toward mattress set purchase, previous purchases, special purchases, furniture or with Groupon. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 or while supplies last. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect actual product. See store for complete 
details. †*Receive 1 free LuxLiving Hyperchill Cooling pillow (up to a $99.99 value) with mattress set purchases of $599.99-$1299.98 or receive 2 free LuxLiving Hyperchill Cooling pillows (up to a $199.98 value) with mattress set purchases of $1299.99-$1999.98.  Not valid on previous purchases. Free pillow off er has no cash value and cannot be combined with other off ers. See store for 
complete details. Limited quantities available. Off er valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 or while supplies last. See store for complete details. ***Back to School Promo: Off er valid 7/17/17-8/20/17. Receive special savings on select mattresses and accessories with valid school I.D. School I.D. applies to valid student, faculty, administrator, or staff  identifi cation card. Has no cash value. Not valid online or on 
previous purchases. See store for complete details. ††Our Low Price Guarantee: We will beat any advertised price by 10% or your purchase is free if you fi nd the same or comparable mattress set advertised for less than your invoiced price within 100 days. Our Low Price Guarantee does not apply to Serta iComfort, clearance merchandise, fl oor models, vendor roll backs/rebates, special 
purchases, promotional items, door busters or discontinued merchandise. Merchandise off ered for sale on auction sites (i.e. eBay, craigslist, etc.) are excluded. See store for details. *†*If you don’t love your new mattress, you may exchange or return it within 120 days of your original mattress delivery date. Guest is limited to up to 2 exchanges (excluding product warranty exchanges) 
within the 120 day time period, calculated from the original mattress delivery date. If exchanged, guest is responsible for redelivery fee of $79.99. See store for complete details. In-store dollar savings range from $50-$400. We invite you to ask about any individual prices. Product and selection may vary from store to store. Photography is for illustration purposes only and may not refl ect 
actual product. Mattress Firm, Inc. strives for accuracy in our advertising, but errors in pricing and/or photography may occur. Mattress Firm reserves the right to correct any such errors. Some products are at the manufacturer’s minimum selling price and further reductions cannot be taken. Store hours may vary by location. Unless otherwise indicated, off ers valid 7/10/17-7/23/17 or while 
supplies last at your local Mattress Firm. See store for complete details.

DON’T WAIT...OUR LOW PRICE IS GUARANTEED FOR 100 DAYS OR IT’S FREE††

Over 15
QUEEN

MATTRESSES
UNDER

$69999

PILLOW TOP

QUEEN MATTRESS

$35999

$49999

PLUSH COOLING

QUEEN MATTRESS

2 FREE†*

Cooling Pillows
WITH SELECT PURCHASES.

UP TO

UP TO A $199.98 VALUE

COUPON

***

$42 Per Month**†

72 Months 
0% APR*

$299999 
Total to Pay

Prices refl ect queen fl at 
sets. Some models in 

select stores only.

Limited Time
An amazing deal every day.

Visit a store to fi nd out more.

1-800-MAT-FIRM MATTRESSFIRM.COM OVER 3500 STORE LOCATIONSVISIT YOUR NEAREST  | STORE HOURS: MON - SAT 10AM - 8PM • SUN 12PM - 6PM

We’re collecting new school supplies to help local 
foster kids in your community get ready for the new 
school year. Bring your donation to a participating 
Mattress Firm or donate online. To learn more visit 

mattressfi rmfosterkids.org.

NOW – 
AUGUST 27th

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

MattressFirm Foster Kids   

A Program of the Ticket to Dream Foundation

MF42_NYC_WRAP_7.21_DAILYNEWS_4
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TOM ALLON

The mayor’s fi rst-term report card

Dear Mr. Di Costanzo: 
What can I do if the Executor 
of my Mother’s Will is not giv-
ing me information about the 
assets of the estate?

I am sorry to hear of your 
Mother’s passing.  

I am assuming by your 
question that you are a ben-
efi ciary of your Mother’s es-
tate.  As a benefi ciary, you 
are entitled to certain infor-
mation.  For instance, where 
the Estate is not required to 
fi le an estate tax return, an 
Executor must fi le an Inven-
tory of Assets with the Court 
within six months of his ap-
pointment.  Where the Ex-
ecutor is prepared to make 

Elder question of the week

SALVATORE M. DI COSTANZO

distributions, the Executor 
should prepare an account 
showing the activities of the 
estate leading up to the date 
of distribution.  Prior to mak-
ing distributions, we advise 
our clients to maintain an 
open channel of communica-
tion with the benefi ciaries of 
an estate to avoid unintended 
litigation.  A simple letter 
every now and again updat-
ing the benefi ciaries can go a 
long way to avoid litigation.

Unfortunately, if the Execu-
tor fails to communicate with 
you, you have the right under 
New York State law to fi le a pe-
tition compelling the Execu-
tor to account.  Keep in mind, 

that some time should have 
passed since the Executor’s 
appointment.  A few months 
after the Executor’s appoint-
ment is hardly reasonable to 
begin the process of compel-
ling an account.  You will need 
an attorney to assist you in 
this process but once fi led, the 
Court has broad discretion in 
making the Executor fi le an 
account of his actions.  Gen-
erally, there will be stringent 
timeframes imposed on the 
Executor to comply with the 
order of the Court. 

Often, an Executor’s fail-
ure to communicate with the 
benefi ciaries or fi le an ac-
count is indicative of an Ex-

ecutor’s inability to properly 
handle the affairs of the es-
tate.  By compelling the Ex-
ecutor to account, it may be 
determined that the Execu-
tor should be removed and re-
placed allowing the adminis-
trative of the Estate to move 
along to completion.  

We handle estate litigation 
matters on a regular basis.  
Please call us at 914-925-1010 
or e-mail me at smd@mfd-law.
com to discuss your options.  
You can also visit our website 
at www.plantodayfortomor-
row.com.

Questions may also be sub-
mitted to smd@mfd-law.com 
for a response.

You remember that kid 
who sat in the back row, 
kind of slumped over, 

who never seemed to be paying 
attention in class but still got 
As on most of the tests?

He sometimes bombed a pop 
quiz, but otherwise seemed 
luckier than his work ethic 
would have you believe.

 Well, it isn’t a perfect anal-
ogy, but Mayor Bill de Blasio 
is something like that student. 
He is knocked in the media for 
going to the gym in Brooklyn 
around 10 am each day and for 
his occasional progressive pro-
test junkets like the recent one 
to Hamburg, but it’s hard to ar-
gue with some of the results of 
his administration thus far.

On the big stuff — public 
safety, education, and afford-
able housing — he’s followed 
through on his campaign 
promises and delivered more 
than most expected. But there 
have been some sloppy sub-
jects, too.

Listen up class, because 
here is the Mayor’s First-Term 
Report Card:

Public safety: A

It’s very hard to argue with 
the results these fi rst four 
years – murders are down 
from all-time lows and most 
categories of crime have gone 

down as well. What is remark-
able is that these impressive 
stats were accomplished while 
driving down so-called “stop-
and-frisks” by 93 percent! 
De Blasio has essentially de-
bunked all those who thought 
the only way to keep crime low 
was to use aggressive tactics 
that became prevalent in the 
Bloomberg Administration. I 
was one of the skeptics, but am 
now a convert to the idea that 
you can keep crime down with-
out heavy, proactive policing.

Education: B+

Universal pre-K has been a 
remarkable achievement that 
many have touted in the past, 
but until de Blasio no one was 
able to execute. For that alone, 
his education legacy will be a 
strong one. However, it is the 
education from K–12 that has 
largely inched up with stron-
ger graduation rates (but lower 
standards) and essentially 
static results on reading and 
math tests. Carmen Farina 
was a safe choice for Chancel-
lor and it will be interesting 
to see if she decides to stay for 
the second term. Most experts 
think she will not, and her 
successor will be pivotal in ce-
menting the mayor’s education 
reforms.

Affordable housing: B+

The mayor has been proudly 
touting the pace of preserving 
and creating affordable hous-
ing units but, alas, it is only a 
drop in the bucket. The mayor 
and his team get an “A” for ef-
fort, but a much lower grade for 
creativity. The real estate com-
munity has been pleasantly 
surprised at how friendly de 
Blasio has been in general, but 
those who advocate for low in-
come New Yorkers have loudly 
voiced their displeasure with 
the mayor. In a likely second 
term, the mayor has to be more 
bold on this and pick up the 
pace before the city becomes 
even more unaffordable for 
most people.

Homelessness: F

This has been the single big-
gest failure of this administra-
tion. Not only have the ranks 
of the homeless mushroomed, 
but the fact that homeless peo-
ple seem ubiquitous in the city 
now leads to a sense that qual-
ity of life is deteriorating. The 
mayor must take control here 
and fi gure out a more effective 
way to build transitional hous-
ing and to step up the pipeline 
of mentally ill homeless people 
to treatment rather than the 
streets. This will be the true 
test of the next term — if it gets 
much worse we will be seeing 

tabloid headlines reminding 
us of the disorder in the city in 
the pre-Giuliani era.

 Transportation: D–

Yes, we know that the MTA 
is really controlled by the gov-
ernor, but the mayor still gets 
a bunch of appointees to the 
MTA board and has a bully pul-
pit to pressure Andrew Cuomo 
and the MTA to get things 
back on track. Not to mention 
the fact that the mayor could 
make larger capital contribu-
tions to the MTA budget to get 
those damn antiquated signals 
replaced before our grandchil-
dren’s time. If Cuomo and de 
Blasio don’t act rapidly here, 
they will both go down as fail-
ures while millions of strap-

hangers dread and curse their 
chaotic daily commute. I’m 
sorry, but a trolley in Brooklyn 
and Queens and a nice ferry 
system are mere distractions 
when the subway arteries are 
affl icted with a fatal blockage.

Well, it looks like the mayor 
missed the Dean’s List again 
because of a few problem sub-
jects. Maybe he’ll work harder 
and smarter in his second 
term.

Tom Allon, president of 
City & State NY, was a Re-
publican and Liberal Party-
backed mayoral candidate in 
2013 before he left to return to 
the private sector. Reach him 
at tallon@cityandstateny.
com.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Haylee Bueno (l) helped Soul Inscribed’s Baba Israel during a performance. 
 Photo by Steven Hazlett

Young patients at the Children’s Hospital at Montefi ore experienced an afternoon of arts 
and entertainment provided by ArtWorks, the Naomi Cohain Foundation and the Made Vis-
ible Foundation on Tuesday, July 11. Patients enjoyed listening to performances by beat box-
ing artists Yako, Baba and Duv also known as Soul Inscribed; participated in a beat boxing 
workshop with the artists and learned how to create street art. 

BEAT BOX ARTISTS PEFORMS FOR CHAM KIDS

(l-r) Chrys Napolitano, Sherrill Cropper, Marcia Gross, Emmy Rivera, Linda Smith, Icehouse 
Cafe owner Terry Dambroski, Tasty Ladies founder Bailey Provetto and Lourdes Gamez. 
 Photo courtesy of Bailey Provetto

The Tasty Ladies of New York recently hosted its third annual ‘Food Friends of the Bronx’ 
restaurant get together at the Ice House Cafe.

TASTY LADIES HOSTS
RESTAURANT GET TOGETHER

The legendary Fr. Gigante (3rd from l) proudly accepted his proclamations and citations from (l-r) Councilman 
Rafael Salamanca, Senator Ruben Diaz, Deputy Borough President Aurelia Greene and assembly members Marcos 
Crespo and Luis Sepulveda. Photo by Bob Kappstatter

Fr. Gigante (l) happily met with Assemblyman Sepulveda (r) at the 
Family Day celebration. Photo by Bob Kappstatter

Now retired Fr. Louis Gigante, credited with helping to rebuild major stretches of the south Bronx after the devastation of the 1970s, was honored at a Family Day celebration at his former 
parish, St. Athanasius Church on Saturday, July 8.

SOUTH BRONX LEGEND FR. GIGANTE HONORED

Senator Jeff Klein announced his support of the Sports 
and Arts in Schools Foundation with a $152,000 grant in 
state funding on Thursday, July 13 at Pelham Lab High 
School at Lehman High School. The grant will benefi t Pel-
ham Lab High School, P.S. 83, High School for Teaching 
and Professions and J.H.S. 127.

KLEIN FUNDS SPORTS
& ARTS IN SCHOOLS

Senator Klein (front, c) presented a hefty ceremonial 
check to the Sports and Arts in Schools Foundation. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce
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THE THROGGS

3602/3604 East Tremont Avenue  

Check Out These
Stores In The

Throggs Neck Mall!

TAILS ARE WAGGIN' AND PETS ARE BRAGGIN'

3604 A E.Tremont Ave.

347-680-5921 347-680-5929
ALL SERVICES BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$300OFF
WITH COUPON ONLY

MAY & JUNE SPECIAL: DOOGIE SPA TREATMENT
POODLE, HAVANESE AND SCHNAUZER
INCLUDES BATH WITH OATMEAL SHAMPOO AND OATMEAL CONDITIONER

HAIR TRIM, NAILS CUT AND EARS CLEANED

$50Starting
At

A2z Construction Group
Inc.

347-287-1593

AMSTERDAM AIR COOLING

212-787-7700

   Commercial $ Residential

    upon request

NOW OPEN
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES
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ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.

ANTIQUE & ESTATE BUYERS
We buy anything old. One piece or house full. 

WILL TRAVEL. HOUSE CALLS.
WILL TRAVEL

ENTIRE
TRI-STATE!

FREE
Estimates!

We Pay $CASH$ For 
Paintings, Clocks, Watches, 
Estate Jewelry & Fine China, 

From Single Items 
to Entire Estates!
Coin & Stamp Collections

Costume Jewelry
Antique Furniture  Lamps
Bronzes  Paintings  Prints

Chinese & Japanese 
Artwork & Porcelain

Sports Collectibles 
Comic Books  Old Toys  Records
Cameras  Sterling Flatware Sets

HUMMELS & LLADROS

ANTIQUES & ESTATE BUYERS

TOP $ PAID
FOR JUDAICA
COLLECTIBLES

HOUSE
CALLS

MOVING orDOWNSIZING?CALL
US!

Top $ Paid
for Antique

Sterling!

Military
Collections

Wanted
Swords,
Knives,

Helmets, etc.

SEE OUR AD IN THE SUNDAY POST

WILL TRAVEL. WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS.
173 N. WELLWOOD AVENUE, LINDENHURST, N.Y.

SAME DAY  
SERVICE  

AVAILABLE

HOUSE 
CALLS

SERVING BRONX 
AND THE ENTIRE  
TRI-STATE AREA

516-974-6528516-974-6528
ASK FOR CHRISTOPHER
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LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES
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Cardinal McCloskey Community Services ex-
ecutives and staff and children in their fos-
ter care program at the Bronx Zoo enjoyed 
beings explorers for the day. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The Cardinal McCloskey Community Servic-
es foster care programs transformed into 
‘Explorers for a Day’ at the organization’s 
annual Bronx Zoo adventure on Thursday, 
July 13. Funds raised at the celebration will 
go toward therapeutic support of the pro-
grams’ children. 

EXPLORERS FOR
A DAY AT THE 
BRONX ZOO

Rocking the Boat program director Ben 
Bentley (l) and Carlos Rivera (r) painted a 
boat. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) AkzoNobel executives Simon Poppin, Ben Mitchell, Peter Tomlinson and AkzoNobel 
sailing crew member Roberto ‘Chuny’ Bermudez de Castro prepared a boat to take water 
samples on the Bronx River. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

AkzoNobel Sailing Team charted a course 
for the Brooklyn Marina. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

AkzoNobel’s Volvo Ocean Race team skippered by world-class sailor Simeon Tienpont visited Rocking the Boat on Tuesday, July 11 to engage the sailors in a fun-spirited sailing competi-
tion, conduct on-water environmental testing, paint boats and exchange gifts.

ROCKING THE BOAT, AKZONOBEL SAIL TO BROOKLYN MARINA

(front, l-r) VIP Community Services’ Debbie 
Pantin, CEO and Carmen Rivera, assistant 
vice president; artist Tova Snyder; Health 
commissioner Dr. Mary Bassett; Senator 
Gustavo Rivera; Assemblyman Michael Blake 
and Vanessa M. Smith, DOHMH project man-
ager celebrated underneath the school’s 
new mural. Photo by Aracelis Batista

The NYC Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene, VIP Community Services, lead mu-
ralist Tova Snyder, Community Board 6 and 
C.S. 211 celebrated the unveiling of a mural 
representing the community’s mental health 
on Tuesday, July 11.

C.S. 211 UNVEILS 
MENTAL HEALTH 

MURAL
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Councilman Vacca (front, 5th from r) met with this year’s summer program participants. Photo courtesy of Councilman James Vacca’s Offi ce

Councilman James Vacca visited more than 30 children enrolled in the Sports and Arts Summer Program at P.S. 175 on Tuesday, July 11. Vacca has sponsored the program through the City 
Council’s After School Enrichment Initiative.

P.S. 175’S SPORTS & ARTS SUMMER PROGRAM

Proud NYISE graduates celebrated with a group hug following 
their graduation ceremony. Photo by James Rivera

New York Institute for Special Education students received their 
diplomas at two graduation ceremonies held on Thursday, June 
20 and Friday, June 21.

NYISE CELEBRATES SUCCESS
New York Institute for Special Education students enjoyed their fun-fi lled prom night at Frankie and Johnnie’s Pines 
Restaurant on Saturday, June 1.

NYISE STUDENTS ENJOY PROM NIGHT

Elegantly dressed NYISE students enjoyed a memorable prom night celebration. Photo by Vincent Tullo

Rebuilding Together NYC volunteers took a much deserved 
break after restoring the garden. 
 Photo courtesy of Rebuilding Together NYC

Volunteers from Local Initiatives Support Corporation and 
Deutsche Bank joined Rebuilding Together NYC on Friday, 
June 30 to add the fi nishing touches to WHEDco’s Urban 
Horizons Student Garden. The group installed the garden’s 
greenhouse, landscaped the area and tended to the stu-
dent grown vegetables and herbs.

WHEDCO’S STUDENT 
GARDEN REVITALIZED
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Sunset Wednesdays salsa at Wave Hill
Thursday, July 27; Thurs-

day, August 3: 
Evening Garden Walk: 

Enjoy an evening stroll in 
the gardens with a Wave Hill 
Garden Guide. 

Thursday, July 27; Thurs-
day, August 3: 

Evening Yoga: Partici-
pants should bring a mat, 
dress appropriately and ex-
pect to be outside unless pre-
cipitation or excessive hu-
midity occurs. Classes are 
offered in partnership with 
Yoga Haven. 

Saturday, July 29; Sunday, 
July 30: 

Family Art Project: Sundi-
als and Sunprints: Through 
handmade sundials, learn 
about the sun’s shadows and 
discover a simple and fun 
way to tell time.  Then, us-

Wave Hill Sunset Wednesdays Outdoor Music Salsa-Bruja with Caridad de 
la Luz an -Dancers.                   Photo courtesy of Wave Hill

ing shapes, found natural 
materials and special paper, 
create a print using only the 
sun’s rays. 

Saturday, July 29; Sunday, 
July 30; Tuesday, August 1: 

Garden Highlights Walk: 
Join in for an hour-long tour 
of seasonal garden high-
lights.

Saturday, July 29: 
Meet the Artists: Jan Mun 

and David Rios Ferreira: Join 
in at this artist talk in the 
Sunroom Project Space.  Jan 
Mun combines digital and 
living media to explore the 
movement of plant species 
and the immigrant experi-
ence, while a window instal-
lation by David Rios Ferreira 
contains drawings and col-
lages with cartoon-inspired 
characters, along with his-

torical, cultural and contem-
porary pop references. Film 
director and producer Nina 
Alvarez will lead the dis-
cussion with Mun, and Gen-
evieve Hyacinthe, professor 
at the School of Visual Arts, 
will be in conversation with 
Rios Ferreira. 

Tuesday, August 1: 
Gallery Tour: Wave Hill’s 

Curatorial Fellow leads a 
tour of the summer exhibi-
tions in Glyndor Gallery. 

Wednesday, August 2: 
Sunset Wednesdays Out-

door Music: Salsa Bruja with 
Caridad de La Luz & Danc-
ers

Wave Hill, a public garden 
and cultural center, is located 
at 675 West 252nd Street

For further information 
call (718) 549-3200 ext. 232.

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE
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FOR ADVERTISING RATES AND 
INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593

BY GENE DEFRANCIS 
Our next meeting will be 

held on August 8th which is 
the second Tuesday of the 
month because the fi rst Tues-
day is National Night Out 
Against Crime. For more in-
formation regarding National 
Night Out, visit our Facebook 
Page (Allerton International 
Merchants Association) for 
time, location and activities.

For our meeting, we will 
have a special Candidate Fo-
rum and are inviting all of the 
candidates running for the 
13th City Council District. If 
their name will be on the bal-
lot in September, they are in-
vited (both Republican and 
Democrat candidates).

We will ask seven questions 
to each candidate and they 
will have 2 two minutes to an-
swer. If they refer to another 
candidate that candidate will 
have the option to use a min-
ute to respond.

A representative from 
Ridgewood Bank will ask an 
economic question. A repre-
sentative from Beth Abraham 
will ask a question in refer-

ence to healthcare. A repre-
sentative from one of our local 
schools will ask a question on 
education. We will select one 
Social Media question from 
our Facebook page that could 
be any topic. One of our small 
business owners will ask a 
question pertaining to small 
business. And a community 
leader will ask a question on 
quality of life. Finally we will 
select one question from a per-
son in attendance at the event 
that fi lled out a question card 
before the forum begins.

Candidates will all have 90 
seconds for closing remarks 
and we will use any remain-
ing time to mix & mingle and 
have casual conversation with 
the candidates.

Light refreshments will be 
provided. Doors will open at 
6:30 p.m. and we will begin 7 
p.m. and try to fi nish at 9 p.m.. 
Please arrive before 7 p.m. so 
everyone can get settled in 
and we can start on time.

As always, our meetings 
and this event will be held at 
815 Allerton, The Sanz Ban-

quet Hall. Anyone looking to 
sponsor and or contribute re-
freshments please contact us 
at AllertonMerchants@gmail.
com.

We encourage that you 
RSVP and arrive by 6:45 p.m.. 
We expect a large turnout and 
will try to accommodate as 
many people as we legally can. 
Residents of Allerton and res-
idents of 13th CCD will have 
priority but must RSVP by 
Tuesday, August 1.

We are continuing to de-
velop the Business Incubator 
and are still looking for busi-
ness entrepreneurs to work 
with to help them grow and  
thrive on Allerton. Do you 
want to open a woman’s hat 
store, candle and a soap shop, 
the Allerton sign shop selling 
signs and frames to decorate 
your home? Any photogra-
phers wantsto open a studio 

on Allerton? Still looking for a 
music store and a book store. 
Lots of ideas out there so if you 
have the desire but need the 
experience talk with us and 
we will try to help.

What we don’t need is an-
other fruit stand that’s for 
sure. It’s great to eat health 
but more and more fruit 
stands are popping up. We 
need to have a full in depth 
conversation about this. If we 
cut profi ts we can lose all of 
them a year or two from now. 
Especially the shops that have 
to pay rent. So we have to work 
and focus on keeping our busi-
nesses healthy so they last. 
Let us know your best fruit 
vendors on social media.

We are still patiently work-
ing with sidewalk blockage 
and we will not allow it to con-
tinue. We also have permis-
sion to use the fl ag pole on Al-
lerton. Hopefully we can have 
the U.S. fl ag proudly displayed 
year round.

Homicide has been ruled 
out regarding the man found 
deceased at his Barnes Ave-
nue apartment. We are grate-

ful for that but the issues still 
persist at this location and we 
will continue to work with our 
neighbors to make it better.

My heart broke this week as 
I briefl y toured the Coops with 
Janice Walcott. As I watched 
children laughing and play-
ing on their bikes not ten feet 
away were a colony of rats din-
ing under the garbage bin. 

This is unacceptable. No 
child, no family, no one should 
have to live in this condition. 
Enough is enough. This has 
been going on for way too long 
and if management does not 
want to do anything about it 
then we need new manage-
ment for the coops. 

Current management 
should be required to live in 
the Coops under its current 
condition for a year. I doubt 
they would last a month before 
making the needed changes. 
It’s appalling and it is unac-
ceptable.

We need to stick together 
on all of these issues because 
your community is your busi-
ness.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
It’s already seven weeks 

into CSA season and we still 
have new members signing 
up.  Unfortunately for the 
new members, they can only 
get vegetable shares but the 
farm marketplace offers fruit 
in bulk too.  Our members are 
taking advantage of the op-
tions open to them by order-
ing from the Stoneledge Farm 
marketplace and from our 
Lewis Waite Farm CSA Ex-
tras program.  

As much as I love the CSA 
and the convenience it pro-
vides to our lives, I have long 
recognized that the program 
doesn’t work for everyone.  
That’s why we are forming 
the Northeast Bronx Commu-
nity Farmers Market Project 
- so that we can bring options 
to our community to suit ev-
eryone’s needs and wants.  

Some updates:  Sherrill 
Cropper got our checking 
account opened and Bailey 
Provetto started our Face-
book page, ‘Northeast Bronx 
Farmers Market Project’.  As 
of this morning we have 113 
followers.  John Cerini and I 
are meeting again this week 

and we’ll get the IRS paper-
work in process.  Sherrill 
made a terrifi c recommen-
dation to wait until we have 
our offi cial 501c3 certifi ca-
tion before we start any fund-
raising; it will make our pa-
perwork easier as donors are 
really going to want that tax 
deduction!  While we’re wait-
ing, Lourdes Gamez is look-
ing into the various crowd 
source fundraising options to 
see what’s the most economi-
cal.  GoFundMe takes almost 
10% of the donation. 

But not being ‘offi cial’ 
hasn’t stopped us!. Last week, 
we started two summer kids 
programs.  On Tuesdays, 
we’re working with the camp-
ers from the Summer Camp at 
Preston.  Last week, they had 
an inside peak at the compost 
pile and then they sampled all 
of the delicious scents from 
our herb garden.  On Thurs-
days, Lourdes Gamez’s Con-
fetti Kids Summer Program 
will be enjoying fresh deli-
cious vegetables from our 
‘leftover’ CSA veggies.  You 
should see these kids enjoying 
raw zucchini and cucumber 
slices dipped in either Spicy 

Peanut Sauce or Strawberry 
Vinaigrette.  I made a batch 
of coleslaw which, no only 
was devoured completely, I 
received a request from one 
camper, “Please bring cole-
slaw next week”.  

Who would’ve thunk it?
The Coleslaw recipe is 

‘Creamy Coleslaw Dressing’ 
from the old stand by, ‘Joy of 
Cooking’.  If you don’t have 
a copy, you really should get 
one.  I used the basic recipe 
(¾ cup Mayonaise, ¼ cup ci-
der vinegar and 2 tablespoons 
of sugar) and add salt, pepper, 
one fi nely minced garlic scape 
and one teaspoon of celery 
seed.  Any cruciferous, root 
or cole vegetable works with 
this dressing.  I made it over 
the weekend for a BBQ we 
hosted and used grated kohl-
rabi with sugar snap peas and 
it was a huge hit.   

We had some leftover cous-
cous salad from the BBQ, 

simply dressed with oil and 
vinegar.  So I chopped up a 
bunch of cucumbers, sum-
mer squash, kohlrabi, scal-
lion and garlic scape, made 
a dressing with yogurt, tur-
meric and curry powder, salt 
and pepper to taste, threw in 
a handful of chopped dried 
apricots and gave the mixture 
a good toss to combine.  The 
crunchy vegetables were a 
terrifi c combination with the 
creamy texture of the cous-
cous.  I based this salad on 
one of my favorite ‘go to’ rec-
ipes from ‘The Barefoot Con-
tessa Cookbook’ called Cur-
ried Couscous Salad.  When I 
make this recipe I use at least 
3 cups of mixed chopped veg-
etables instead of just the car-
rots, scallion and onion that 
the original recipe calls for.  
It’s a great salad for using 
up your vegetables.  If you’re 
vegan, eliminate the butter 
and substitute a vegan yogurt 
or use coconut milk for the 
dressing.

Serves 6
1 1/2 cups couscous
1 tbsp unsalted butter
1 1/2 cups boiling water
1/4 cup plain yogurt

1/4 cup good olive oil
1 tsp white wine vinegar
1 tsp curry powder
1/4 tsp ground turmeric
1 1/2 tsp kosher salt
1 tsp freshly ground black 

pepper
1/2 cup small-diced carrots
1/2 cup minced fresh fl at-

leaf parsley
1/2 cup dried currants, rai-

sins or cranberries
1/4 cup blanched, sliced al-

monds
2 scallions, white and green 

parts, thinly sliced
1/4 cup small-diced red on-

ion
Place the couscous in a 

medium bowl. Melt the butter 
in the boiling water and pour 
over the couscous. Cover 
tightly and allow the cous-
cous to soak for 5 minutes. 
Fluff with a fork.

Whisk together the yogurt, 
olive oil, vinegar, curry, tur-
meric, salt, and pepper. Pour 
over the fl uffed couscous, and 
mix well with a fork. Add the 
carrots, parsley, currants, al-
monds, scallions, and red on-
ions, mix well, and season to 
taste. Serve at room tempera-
ture.
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PELHAM PARKWAY HOUSES BLAZE PELHAM PKWY. FATAL MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENT

Jazz lovers are invited to spend a 
cool summer evening enjoying a free 
concert in the Sycamore Grove, lo-
cated on the campus of St. Barnabas 

Hospital, Third Avenue and 182nd 
Street.  The concert is scheduled for 
Thursday, July 27 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
(with the event to be moved to the hos-
pital’s auditorium in case of rain). 

 The 9-member ensemble, com-
prised of employees of Guggenheim 
Partners, the global investment and 
advisory fi rm, will play a range of 
songs made famous by the likes of such 
artists as Billie Holiday, Frank Sina-
tra and Miles Davis.

The event will benefi t the SBH 
Health System’s Health & Wellness 
programs, with proceeds raised from 
sponsors of the concert and through 
voluntary donations from attendees. 

 In 2019, the SBH Health, Wellness & 
Affordable Housing Project will open 
its doors across the street from the hos-
pital.  In addition to the construction of 
314 new units of much-needed low-in-
come housing, the project will feature 
the Bronx Center for Healthy Com-

Free jazz concert at St. 
Barnabas Hospital Sycamore 
Grove, Thursday, July 27th

munities, a space of more than 50,000 
square feet devoted to health and well-
ness with preventive health strategies 
integrated into the programming.

 The complex, a partnership be-
tween SBH and L+M Development 
Partners, will include a health clinic, 
fi tness center, pharmacy, healthy food 
café, farmer’s market, and extended-
hours day care.  Offered to the com-
munity will be an array of health ed-
ucation classes to help residents and 
community members quit smoking, 
lose weight, get exercise, and improve 
life skills. A rooftop farm will deliver 
nutritious fruits and vegetables, and 
cooking classes will teach residents 
and community health workers how to 
incorporate fresh produce into meals.

 “We’re excited to be able to partner 
with Guggenheim Partners’ talented 
jazz ensemble in offering a pleasant 
summer evening to members of the 
community, while at the same time 
supporting their future health and 
wellness needs,” said Len Walsh, chief 
operating operator at SBH. “These are 
services that continue to be in great 
demand in the Bronx.”

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Firefi ghters combated a fi re at the Pelham Parkway Houses last weekend. According 
to the FDNY, the fi re broke out at 950 Mace Avenue, apartment 2D, on Sunday, July 16 
at around 1 p.m. No injuries were reported from the blaze.                  Photo by Edwin Soto

A motorcyclist has died following a traffi c accident last Saturday at the intersection 
of Eastchester Road and Pelham Parkway North. According to police, Danny Cornejo, 
31, was riding his motorcycle on Pelham Parkway North toward Eastchester Road on 
Saturday, July 15 at 9 p.m. when he failed to properly navigate the roadway. Cornejo 
reportedly fell off his bike and slid underneath a SUV stopped at a red light. The 
motorcyclist was pinned underneath the vehicle and suffered traumatic cardiac ar-
rest. Police stated that a 63-year-old Yonkers man operating the SUV remained on 
the scene. An unconscious and unresponsive Cornejo was rushed to Jacobi Medical 
Center, but was later pronounced deceased. Police arrested the driver and charged 
him with driving while under the infl uence. It has not yet been confi rmed if the driver 
will face any additional charges.           Photo by Edwin Soto
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Action

Association

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
There is a specifi c and 

clear message that many elite 
journalists, internet giants, 
academics, and politicians 
are delivering to the Ameri-
can people: “You are too stu-
pid to understand objective re-
porting or use free speech the 
right way, so we will decide 
for you what can and cannot 
be reported or said. The First 
Amendment no longer applies 
to you!”

The message comes from a 
variety of sources. On CNN, 
which has become infamous 
for slanting its reporting in so 
extreme a manner during the 
past several years and espe-
cially during the 2016 presiden-
tial campaign that detractors 
have nicknamed it the ‘Clin-
ton News Network,’ celebrated 
reporter Carl Bernstein, re-
ports RealClearPolitics, stated 
that President Trump was a 
‘Malignant’ president and that 
“reporters needed to change 
the way they cover him…It 
calls on our journalists to do 
a different kind of reporting, a 
different kind of dealing with 
this presidency and the presi-
dent of the United States.”

CNN has also reported that 
it ‘outed’ the Reddit user that 
put together the ‘gif’ of Trump 
wrestling that network’s im-
age, who subsequently “apolo-
gized” for his exercise in free 
speech not approved by the 
media elites. CNN has appar-
ently taken lessons from to-
talitarian states that gleefully 
force dissenters to recant.

Perhaps CNN derives its 
contempt for free speech from 
the nation’s academic institu-
tions, where American history 
is barely taught, perhaps be-
cause the concepts enshrined 
in the Bill of Rights are just 
too dangerous for elites who 
wish to rule without interfer-

ence.
That contempt is leading 

to lawsuits, Campus Reform 
reports. Three students at 
Kellogg Community College 
in Michigan were arrested 
for handing out copies of the 
U.S. Constitution. “The man-
ager of Student Life, Drew 
Hutchinson, asked them to 
stop because they might “ob-
struct the student’s ability to 
get an education…this was…
too much for school admin-
istrators who insisted the 
three were in violation of the 
school’s draconian solicitation 
policies. They called the Kala-
mazoo police and the Chief of 
Police himself came to arrest 
the activists for trespassing. 
Now, Brandon Withers… who 
was with the activists that af-
ternoon, is suing the college. 
A press release from his law-
yers at the Alliance Defending 
Freedom says: ‘The problem is 
that KCC’s speech policy, what 
they call a ‘Solicitation Pol-
icy,’ regulates a wide variety 
of student expression. Things 
such as leafl eting, assemblies, 
speeches, and circulating peti-
tions are all greatly restricted, 
but they also happen to be pro-
tected by the First Amend-
ment.”

Kellogg University’s ac-
tions are not an isolated inci-
dent within higher education. 
The University of California 
is being sued for First Amend-
ment violations for its ac-
tions in blocking conserva-
tive-minded speakers from 
appearing on campus. There 
are numerous other exam-
ples throughout academia—
and not only at the university 
level.

The growing opposition to 
free speech on the part of the 
Progressive left is increas-
ingly organized and well-
funded.

The Washington Exam-
iner reports that “The former 
chairwoman of the Federal 
Election Commission, [FEC] 
who famously eyed regulating 
the politics of conservative 
outlets like the Drudge Re-
port, has joined an advocacy 
group funded by George Soros 
and run by his son. Ann Ravel 
is the fi rst fellow listed with 
the California advocacy group 
New America. Her fellowship 
began in March and pays a 
$30,000 stipend...Since leaving 
the FEC, Ravel has continued 
to speak out for more election 
regulation, especially on the 
internet where she sees po-
litical advertising shifting to 
in the next presidential con-
test. She has applauded calls 
for regulating political speech 
and spending on Facebook, 
Twitter and YouTube and this 
week endorsed tracing the 
funding of online ads and reg-
ulating individual Twitter ac-
counts.”

During President Obama’s 
tenure in offi ce, there were 
numerous attempts to use the 
FEC and various campaign 
regulatory statutes as a stealth 
attack on free speech.  Many of 
the moves were brazen, such 
as that by New York Sena-
tor Charles Schumer’s pro-
posed legislation that would 
begin the process of weaken-
ing First Amendment protec-
tions regarding paid political 
speech.  Democrat members 
of the FEC have also sought to 
bring certain web sites under 
its jurisdiction.

During the prior eight 

years, signifi cant attacks on 
free speech included:

The Federal Communica-
tions Commission’s attempt 
to place federal monitors in 
newsrooms; openly considered 
criminal prosecution of any-
one disagreeing with Obama’s 
views on climate change; plac-
ing the internet under inter-
national control (which would 
permit censorship,);

Using Internal Revenue 
Service has been used a blud-
geon against groups opposing 
White House policies; and

The Justice Department 
seized telephone records of 
Fox news reporters.

In 2014, the Society of Pro-
fessional Journalists  pro-
tested in a letter to the Obama 
White House about “politi-
cally driven suppression of 
news and information about 
federal agencies. Recent re-
search has indicated the prob-
lem is getting worse through-
out the nation, particularly at 
the federal level. Journalists 
are reporting that most fed-
eral agencies prohibit their 
employees from communicat-
ing with the press unless the 
bosses have public relations 
staffers sitting in on the con-
versations…Reporters seek-
ing interviews are expected 
to seek permission, often pro-
viding questions in advance. 
Delays can stretch for days, 
longer than most deadlines al-
low… Agencies hold on-back-
ground press conferences 
with unnamed offi cials, on a 
not-for-attribution basis. In 
many cases, this is clearly be-
ing done to control what infor-
mation journalists – and the 
audience they serve – have ac-
cess to. A survey found 40 per-
cent of public affairs offi cers 
admitted they blocked certain 
reporters because they did not 
like what they wrote.”

     The attack on free 
speech also occurs in more 
subtle ways, especially in 
that increasingly vital mar-
ketplace of ideas, the internet. 
Search engines giants have 
tailored their search results 
to omit results or obscure or 
delete comments that do not 
conform to leftist orthodoxy.  
The Internet research orga-
nization Can I Rank found 
that  “top search results were 
almost 40% more likely to 
contain pages with a ‘Left’ 
or ‘Far Left’ slant than they 
were pages from the right. 
Moreover, 16% of political 
keywords contained no right-
leaning pages at all within 
the fi rst page of results. Our 
analysis of the algorithmic 
metrics underpinning those 
rankings suggests that fac-
tors within the Google algo-
rithm itself may make it eas-
ier for sites with a left-leaning 
or centrist viewpoint to rank 
higher in Google search re-
sults compared to sites with 
a politically conservative 
viewpoint.” The study found 
that 16% of political keyword 
searches yielded no conser-
vative-oriented pages within 
the initial search results.

The U.S. nearing a danger-
ous turning point, in which 
not only is free speech endan-
gered, but also the very means 
to generate free speech is en-
dangered. From academia’s 
relentless drive to indoctri-
nate students against the na-
tion’s founding principles, to 
the establishment media’s ac-
tions in warping its reporting, 
to the actions by bureaucrats 
and elected offi cials alike 
to regulate and intimidate 
against the exercise of First 
Amendment rights, America’s 
most cherished freedom has 
become an endangered spe-
cies.

BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all.
Last week I wrote that the 

donation of clothing should 
be curtailed until I found a 
donation source. Well, thanks 
to Cathy Praino of the Wom-
en’s Auxiliary I found one. 
Cathy put me in touch with 
the Veterans of Westchester 
who will pick up from us. 
They distribute clothing 

throughout Westchester and 
the Bronx, I’ll have all the 
particulars by the next col-
umn. Thanks again Cathy.

This in from one of my 
former troops, SGM Patty 
Payne. 

The Department of Home-
land Security is hiring Vets. 
For more info give them a 
call at (888) 390-1069, access 
code 8005734. You can also 

log on to www.dhs.gov/re-
cruitment

Dues are still due, this in-
cludes S.A.L. as well as the 

Boosters.
Our next post meeting is 

on Saturday, September 2, at 
1 p.m.

Another short column 
this week.

Trivia Time

Gary Powers and his U-2 
Spy Plane were shot down 
over Russia on July 8, 1960.

Hamilton was shot by Burr 
in a duel on July 11, 1804.

On the same date in 
1936, the Triborough Bridge 
opened.

The Rosetta Stone was 
found in Egypt on July 15, 
1799.

On July 16, 1945 went 
boom in New Mexico at 5:29 
a.m. .

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a Vet and God 
Bless.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 21-27, 201754    BTR

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-260-4595LEGAL NOTICES

More Classifieds online at 
WWW.BXTIMES.COM



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JULY 21-27, 2017 55  BTR

TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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a soothing environment for the emer-
gency response teams working inside. 

Its main gathering space includes 
a plant wall developed by CASE, the 
design research laboratory of SOM, 
in partnership with Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute. This plant wall also 
fi lters the air and reduces energy use, 
according to the company.

The building is surrounded on its 
nine-acre property by a berm, or man-
made hill, covered with wild grass in-
tended to help protect the security of 
the building. 

The berm also hides the ground 
level parking and loading bays.

The city claimed the property by 
eminent domain from Simone De-
velopment, the owner of Hutchinson 
Metro Center. 

The facility, formally known as 
Public Safety Answering Center II, or 
PSAC II for short, was a topic of con-
troversy among area residents long be-
fore it was completed in 2016. 

Community leaders argued the 
building was too large for the area and 
that its shiny metallic exterior looked 
out of place in the neighborhood.

The building’s original height was 
reduced at the urging of local stake-

911 Call Center’s lines are open; 
facility was a response to the 

2001 World Trade Center attack
From page 1

holders.
Others worried about the addi-

tional traffi c the facility’s hundreds 
of employees would bring to the area 
around the Hutchinson River Park-
way exit and the nearby Hutchinson 
Metro Center. 

The only way to access the call cen-
ter is through a roadway that abuts 
Metro Center, which can only be ac-
cessed Waters Place, off Eastchester 
Road. 

Senator Jeff Klein has pushed for 
a separate dedicated access route be-
tween the Hutchinson River Parkway 
and the Metro Center, and has funded 
a $1 million feasibility study though 
the NYC Department of Transporta-
tion.

“We’re currently awaiting the com-
pletion of the feasibility study by NYC 
DOT,” Klein said. “Once the study is 
completed, it is my hope that we can 
move forward with this much-antici-
pated project to ease the area’s traffi c 
burden.”

Pelham Parkway Neighborhood 
Association president Andrea Siegel 
said she had not noticed any noticeable 
spike in area traffi c in recent months. 

Her bigger concern, she said, was 
the refl ection of the sun the building 

casts down on motorists travelling the 
parkway.

“When the sun hits that building, it 
can blind you,” Siegel said. “It was not 
very well thought out, in my opinion.”

IT&T spokeswoman Stacy Gar-
dener said PSAC II was carefully 
planned and developed to accommo-
date the needs of the employees and 
the community. 

“The MTA has provided a Bx 24 bus 
stop at the entrance of PSAC 2 and the 
Bx 12 now provides select service to 
the facility as well,” she said.  

Gardener added that the Hutchin-

son Metro Center provides a shuttle 
bus that runs Monday through Friday 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and on Saturdays from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The shuttle bus loop runs approxi-
mately every 25 minutes. 

The center also seems to be hav-
ing a positive economic impact on the 
area, she added.

“While it isn’t an express purpose 
of the center, we are already seeing 
signs that the center and its employ-
ees are providing more volume to lo-
cal businesses,” Gardener said. “We’re 
hopeful that trend will continue.”

PSAC II’s 450,000-square-foot, blast-resistant structure is a perfect cube with minimal win-
dows due to security concerns. Photo by Albert Vecerka

PSAC II’s lobby and cafeteria areas feature a green wall which helps establish a soothing 
environment for stressful call takers. Photo by Albert Vecerka
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most important endorsement a candi-
date can receive is that of his neigh-
bor.” 

A Gjonaj spokeswoman said the 
candidate would not challenge any of 
his competitors’ signatures. 

A spokesman for 13th CD candi-
date Marjorie Velazquez said her 
team collected 3,400 signatures and 
was still accessing the situation in 
terms of challenging her opponents’ 
petitions.  

According to a source, Velazquez 
is contesting the validity of her fel-
low 13th CD Latino  challengers, Alex 
Gomez and Victor Ortiz. 

She also submitted petitions to se-
cure a spot on the Working Families 
and Women’ Equality party lines for 
November’s general election. 

Candidate John Doyle, another 
13th contender, said he submitted 

over 3,100 signatures and wasn’t 
planning to fi le objections against 
any other candidate. 

Doyle said that petitioning is a 
very complicated process, and that 
‘establishment insiders’ are often too 
eager to knock off other challengers 
to the ballot.

Perennial candidate Egidio Se-
mentelli said he collected about 3,000 
petition signatures, and that he has 
reserved his right to mount objec-
tions. 

According to one of the candi-
dates, Sementelli is fi ling objections 
against at least two candidates. 

Ortiz, submitted roughly 1,500 
and wasn’t planning any challenges.

Ortiz said that his signatures 
were collected with a budget of about 
$1,000, and that he was running 
against special interests.  

Gomez stated in an email that he 
had no comment. According to BOE, 

he did submit petitions. 
Republican candidate John 

Cerini, who said he would also be on 
the Conservative and Reform party 
lines, said he got about 1,500, but has 
no political party opposition. 

Over in the 18th CD Democratic 
party race, according to published 
reports, Senator Ruben Diaz Sr., col-
lected close to 4,500 and candidate 
Amanda Farias submitted over 3,000. 

Farias has also submitted peti-
tions to run on the Working Families 
line.

Term-limited Councilwoman An-
nabel Palma currently holds the seat, 
covering Soundview, Castle Hill and 
Parkchester. 

In an interview, 18th CD candi-
date Michael Beltzer said he submit-
ted 4,000, does not plan on fi ling chal-
lenges, and expects everyone who 
submitted signatures to BOE in that 
council district to make the ballot.

“Petitioning went really well,” 
said Beltzer. “It was good to be back 
talking to our neighbors that we have 
been seeing at our events and in the 
community.” 

Beltzer, who has served on Com-
munity Board 9, said he is running a 

City Council hopefuls 
submit ballot petitions

From page 1

campaign that focuses on encourag-
ing civic engagement.  

Other individuals submitting pe-
titions for the 18th CD also included 
Democrats Elvin Garcia and William 
Russell Moore; Republican Eisley 
Constantine; Conservative Eduardo 
Ramirez; and Green Party  Carl Lun-
dgren. 

Democratic party candidates fi l-
ing with BOE in the 8th CD, which 
is mostly in Manhattan and is cur-
rently held by term-limited Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, were 
Diana Ayala, Edward Gibbs, Tamika 
Mapp, Israel Martinez and Robert 
Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez reported that he de-
livered close to 5,000 petition signa-
tures. 

Republican, Daby Carreras, and 
Conservative, Linda Ortiz, fi led peti-
tions in the 8th CD. 

Ayala also fi led for the Working 
Families line. 

One of the candidates in the 13th City Council District race, Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj, with 
his family and petitioning sheets that have been submitted to the Board of Elections. 
 Photo courtesy of the Gjonaj campaign

Senator Ruben Diaz Sr. is seeking the NYC 
City Council seat being vacated by term-
limited Councilwoman Annabel Palma.

Petitioning is a very 
complicated process, 

and that ‘establishment 
insiders’ are often too 

eager to knock off other 
challengers to the ballot.

John Doyle
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“I know it’s going to be hard work, but I’m looking 
forward to getting better as a player and a 
person.”
GARRETT CROWLEY   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

BY TROY MAURIELLO
For Dana Dingle, basket-

ball seems to be a family af-
fair.

After achieving bona fi de 
stardom at St. Raymond’s in 
the early 1990s as one of New 
York City’s top high school 
basketball players, Dingle 
went on to a successful col-
legiate career at UMass, fol-
lowed by a professional stint 
overseas.

About two decades later 
his younger brother, Daniel, 
made his way to Temple as an 
integral part of the Owls 2016 
NCAA Tournament team. 
And now, his son Jordan has 
taken the spotlight as a part 
of the New York Lightning, 
currently competing in the 
2017 Peach Jam, the annual 
fi nal tournament of the Nike 
EYBL league.

However for Dingle, who 
has served as a coach and 
co-director for the program 
since its inception in 2000, 
his biggest reward comes 
from seeing the growth of his 
players over the years, rather 

than results on the court.
“It’s very rewarding when 

you’re dealing with kids who 
aren’t projected at the high-
est level, and you watch them 
and you develop them from 
like middle school and high 
school to become a top level 
talent,” he said.

Over the past 17 years, 
Dingle has had a chance with 
kids from all over the world, 
with differing ethnic back-
grounds and differing per-
sonalities. He’s been able to 
work with each of them in-
dividually to form a winning 
program and turn a multi-
tude of alumni into Division 
I recruits.

“It’s rewarding, the num-
ber of kids who have come 
through the program and 
played Division I, the num-
ber of kids who now play pro-
fessionally overseas, plus the 
kids who are in college right 
now,” Dingle said.

Among those alumni are 
Seton Hall senior standouts 
Angel Delgado and Khadeen 
Carrington, former St. John’s 

guard Justin Burrell and for-
mer Villanova guard Corey 
Fisher, who ranks 13th all-
time on the Wildcats leading 
scorers list.

Dingle can say that he’s 
had a hand in the develop-
ment of each of those names, 
but he’s quick to credit his 
former coaches for his own 
succcess on the sidelines.  

He played under head 
coach Gary DeCesare at St. 
Raymond’s, before heading to 
UMass, where he was a part 
of the 1996 team that made an 
appearance in the Final Four 
under none other than John 
Calipari. Dingle was a solid 
contributor as a senior for 
Calipari, averaging just over 
10 points and seven rebounds 
per game on a Minutemen 
team that posted a 35-2 regu-
lar season record.

But more importantly, 
Dingle learned how to lead a 
multitude of different players 
from Coach Cal.

“From coach Calipari I 
learned how to be a leader,” 
he said. “But also how to 

understand when you’re 
coaching a team that mixes 
multiple personalities and 
different types of kids and 
backgrounds, that you have 
to treat them individually in 
order to have success.”

Dingle also noted that Cali-
pari taught him how to treat 
players like family members. 
He also noted that Calipari 
is always just a phone call 
or text away, even today, and 
that type of dedication fos-
ters the effort that his players 
give him on the court.

“If the kids know that you 
care about them then they’ll 
be willing to go to bat for 
you,” Dingle said. “Based on 
that you’ll get more out of the 
kids and you’ll have a better 
understanding for each indi-
vidual kid.”

Of course, it’s easy to treat 
players like family when they 
are and Dingle has a close re-
lationship with his son, Jor-
dan, who has spent most of 
his life on the court. Jordan 
has learned from some of the 
top players in New York City 

and developed a work ethic 
in the hopes of following in 
their footsteps.

“He lives in the gym, he 
worked and put in a lot of 
work. He was able to develop a 
great work ethic from watch-
ing these guys and wanting 
to be better,” Dingle said on 
his son.

That work ethic has led to 
Jordan, a class of 2018 guard 
out of Lawrence Woodmere, 
to draw interest from Buck-
nell, Lafayette, St. Francis 
and LIU-Brooklyn. But Din-
gle might be proudest of Jor-
dan’s work ethic and growth 
in the classroom, where he 
seems poised to follow in his 
father and mother’s footsteps 
as a college graduate one day. 

“He actually developed 
both in the classroom and 
on the court, which is differ-
ent from most players,” Din-
gle said. “His academic level 
is higher than most, he’s an 
Ivy League-type student who 
can actually play, so that 
separates him from a lot of 
kids.”

FORMERFORMER
ST. RAY’S ST. RAY’S 
STAR HELPING STAR HELPING 
SHAPE NEXT SHAPE NEXT 
GENERATIONGENERATION

Dayton point guard Scoochie Smith fi ne-tuned his game with the NY Lightning before he made a splash at the next level, just one of the AAU team’s top-tier alums. 
 Elsestar Images / Erick Schelkun
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BY LAURA AMATO
Garrett Crowley has it all planned 

out. 
The former St. Francis Prep pitcher 

committed to Fordham University 
earlier this month, just a few weeks 
removed from deciding to take a prep-
school year next fall. 

It’s a schedule Crowley isn’t just ex-
cited for, but one he’s thankful for, cer-
tain it will help him improve – on and 
off the fi eld – with a step-by-step plan. 

“My dad and I thought it’d be a bet-
ter idea for me, both athletically and 
academically, to go to prep school for a 
year,” Crowley said of the fi rst part of 
the plan. “That was just the road that 
we thought would be the most benefi -
cial for me.”

Crowley, who is playing baseball 
for the Midville Dodgers this summer, 
visited Fordham and knew, immedi-
ately, that he’d found the perfect col-
lege program for him. 

“I visited the school a week ago and 
I really fell in love with the school,” 
he said. “Of all the schools that were 
interested in me, this one just made 
the most sense. The facilities and 
the coaching staff, everything was 
great.”

The hometown location also played 
a big part in Crowley’s decision. The 
chance to compete at the next level, 
just a few miles away from where he 
grew up, was too good an opportunity 
for Crowley to pass up and he’s excited 
for his family to see him compete in a 
Rams uniform.

“My grandfather is a big fan of 
mine,” Crowley said. “He’s always 
coming to watch me pitch, so he can 
still do that when I’m pretty close to 
home. I just liked everything I saw 
while I was on campus.”

The goal for Crowley, of course, is 
to work his way into the Rams’ start-
ing lineup when he, eventually, gets 
back to the Bronx. And, so far this 
summer, he’s put up the kind numbers 
that have helped improve his confi -
dence on the mound. 

The southpaw tossed nine innings 
earlier this summer, racking up 18 
strikeouts and gave up just four hits 
with one run. 

“It’s a lot of fun,” Crowley said of 
his summer-time schedule. “It’s very 
busy, but it’s more time for us team-
mates to bond and for us to get out on 
the fi eld and play some more.”

Crowley has a year to wait before 
he can head to Fordham and the col-
lege game, but he’s still confi dent in 
his decision to attend prep school. Af-
ter all, he’s still trying to achieve his 
on-fi eld goals. 

“It just secures where I’m going,” 
Crowley said. “It gives me something 
to look forward to while I’m working 
to get better to.”

Crowley knows there will be plenty 
for him to do during the prep season 
– and even this summer – but, as with 
all things, he’s got a plan for that as 
well. 

“I want to increase my velocity 
and I want to focus on my change-up,” 
Crowley said. “My change-up needs to 
get better and my velocity has to get 
higher. I really think I can compete if 
I do both of those things.

Crowley is excited for whatever 
comes next, each game on the sched-
ule another opportunity to get better.  
He loves baseball, he loves his plan 
and, most importantly, he’s ready to 
put his best pitch forward.  “I look for-
ward to it,” Crowley said. “I know it’s 
going to be hard work, but I’m looking 
forward to getting better as a player 
and a person.

Fordham grabs commit from area southpaw

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

Midville Dodgers pitcher and former St. Francis Prep southpaw Garrett Crowley has his future all planned out, including a recent commit-
ment to Fordham University. CNG/Laura Amato
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