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Orchard Beach fi reworks display, June 29
Fair @ The Square
Local children and their families enjoyed some early summer 
time fun at the ninth annual Fair @ the Square on Saturday, June 
17. Lisa Sorin, Westchester Square Business Improvement District 
executive director and the BID’s new mascot, Wes, welcomed fair-
goers to the neighborhood celebration. See more photos on page 
53.                Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The favorite ‘Indepen-

dence Day’ event for thou-
sands from around the bor-
ough is happening soon at 
Orchard Beach. 

Event planners expect 
10,000 people to come out for 
what is the borough’s largest 
Fourth of July Celebration: 
New York Salutes America 
Fireworks Extravaganza on 
Thursday, June 29 at Orchard 
Beach.

The free, annual event is 
hosted this year by Senator 
Jeff Klein and Borough Pres-
ident Ruben Diaz Jr., and in-

cludes live entertainment 
that starts at 7 p.m., with fi re-
works at 9 p.m. 

“The annual ‘New York 
Salutes America’ boardwalk 
festival and fi reworks ex-
travaganza at Orchard Beach 
is one of our jewel events, 
where people from all over 
the city can experience the 
best the Bronx has to offer,” 
said Diaz. 

He added: “We are expect-
ing over 10,000 people to at-
tend our festivities and join 
myself and Senator Klein as 
we kick-off our city’s Inde-
pendence Day celebrations 

and salute America.” 
The extravaganza, which 

in addition to live music also 
features an empanada eating 
contest, is a special time that 
brings Bronxites together to 
celebrate our country’s inde-
pendence, stated Klein. 

“I’m proud to continu-
ously co-host this festive 
event, where we as a com-
munity can celebrate our na-
tion’s freedom and remember 
the brave sacrifi ces made by 
our servicemen and service-
women to make this indepen-

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A community board is re-

questing written input on two 
of the borough’s vital health 
resources. 

Members of Community 
Board 10’s Health and Human 
Services Committee are solic-
iting written documentation 
about patient experiences at 
the Weiler Hospital’s Emer-
gency Department at Ein-
stein Medical Center, as well 
as at Montefi ore Moses’ ER. 

Anyone interested in shar-
ing their stories can submit 
them throughout the sum-
mer via mail to CB 10 at 3165 
E. Tremont Avenue, Bronx, 
New York 10465 or via email 
to bx10@cb.nyc.gov. 

The interest in getting 
written testimonials follows 
an uptick in complaints ex-

pressed to, and by, CB 10 
members about longer wait 
times at the Weiler/Einstein 
ED, said committee co-chair 
Dr. Deborah Hunt. 

“Montefi ore has a lot of 
strengths, and they are world 
renowned,” said Hunt. “I am 
sure they want to do the best 
for their patients and we want 
to help them do that.” 

The chair of the commit-
tee, Bishop Nancy Rosario, 
said that they are looking for 
“real stories from real peo-
ple” that chronicle actual ex-
periences. 

She believes that this ap-
proach is more effective than 
citing statistics, and said that 
the CB 10 is preparing for an 
upcoming forum planned for 
the fall concerning patient 
care at these two ERs. 

CB 10 is not hosting the 
forum, but they along with 
Community Boards 7, 11 and 
possibly others in the bor-
ough may participate, she 
said. 

“We want to stay on top 
of the emergency room situ-
ation,” said Rosario, adding 
that the Weiler/Einstein of-
fers good patient care once 
patients are admitted to the 
hospital and receive a bed.

She also believes that they 
could improve their ER ser-
vice. 

Any testimonial submitted 
to CB 10, said Rosario, should 
include dates, times, as well 
as any other pertinent infor-
mation, including whether or 
not a complaint was submit-
ted to Montefi ore if service 
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Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com

(718) 547-5280
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At Bronx Plastic Surgery, Dr. Robert Goldstein and Dr. Heather Erhard
are committed to enhancing and restoring your natural beauty with the latest
surgical advancements and plastic surgery techniques. At Bronx Plastic Surgery,
we also provide the latest options and techniques in reconstructive surgery.

Schedule your appointment today ... and experience the youthful,
life changing effects of cosmetic surgery!

A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE
We have built a foundation of trust with our patients by treating them as special individuals. Our practice 
puts patients first, providing a positive experience through personalized care to make each consultation 
and procedure as pleasant and comfortable as possible. Read more about our patients positive experiences.

HIGH STANDARDS
Through comprehensive treatment planning and a standard ofv excellence in personalized patient care, Bronx 
Plastic Surgery provides patients with the quality plastic surgery and cosmetic procedures they deserve.

EDUCATION & EXPERIENCE
Dr. Goldstein and Dr. Erhard strive to stay current on the latest standards and surgical techniques as they 
believe that the best plastic surgery procedure outcomes are a result of education and experience. We 
know that you have placed a great deal of confidence in us to provide a positive surgical experience and 
the outcome you desire, which is why we review your medical history, current health, and expectation and 
motivation for electing any cosmetic procedure before we will agree to perform a procedure.

We are Board Certified Plastic Surgeons this is our area of specialty.  
We our devoted to the education and practice of Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive Surgery.

drgoldstein@bronxplasticsurgery.com | drerhard@bronxplasticsurgery.com | Financing Available 

2425 Eastchester Road
Bronx, NY  10469

Phone: 718-405-7500
www.bronxplasticsurgery.com

BREAST
AUGMENTATION
Including Implants,
Facility Fee and Anesthesia.

$6,800

Botox $11/unit, 2 
syringes of VOLUMA, 
and one area of Botox

TUCK
Including Facility Fee 
and Anesthesia.

$7,000 $1,600
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AMERICAN TURNERS NEW YORK 
748 Clarence Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
For more information call (718) 829-4200

When it’s Warm and Sunny… 

POOLS OPEN MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
Children’s Swim Team – Adult Aqua Zumba 

Beach access for swimming, kayaking,… 
or lounging on the lawn 

Barbecues, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day Parties,
End of Season Talent Show

Enjoy Our Other Actvities
Gymnastics For Children, Ladies Exercise Classes

Fully-Equipped Nautilus & Weight Room, Basketball, 

Volleyball, Three-Table Pool Room, Children & Adult  Art 

Classes, Lectures, Special Events, Hikes,

Holiday Parties/Dances, Family Get Togethers

CLUB OPEN YEAR ROUND 

New Members Receive 25% Discount On Dues
All Other Fees Will Apply

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A longtime Bronx chiro-

practor was recently honored 
with a street co-naming.

Last weekend, a dedication 
and ceremony was held in front 
of the Izquierdo Chiropractic 
Center, 1108 Westchester Ave-
nue, in honor of Dr. Serafi n Iz-
quierdo, who served as a chi-
ropractor in the borough for 
50 years.

Westchester Avenue, be-
tween Hoe Avenue and Faile 
Street, is now offi cially known 
as Dr. Serafi n Izquierdo Way, 
as a tribute to the late, legend-
ary chiropractor.

Serafi n is widely seen as 
a pioneer for Hispanic chi-
ropractors - being one of the 
fi rst Latinos, not only in the 
Bronx, but throughout the en-
tire country, to enter into the 
profession.

Izquierdo was born in 
January 1935 on Welfare Is-
land, which is now known as 
Roosevelt Island, and attended 
James Monroe High School 
before enrolling in medical 
school in Madrid, Spain.

He began operating his chi-
ropractic business, Izquierdo 
Chiropractic Center, in the 
mid-1960s. The business oper-

Longtime chiropractor honored with street naming

ated on Southern Boulevard 
for over 20 years.

He then moved the prac-
tice to 1108 Westchester Ave-
nue, the same building where 
his parents lived and he was 

raised, in order to prevent the 
building from falling into dis-
repair. As a child, Serafi n’s 
mom operated a knitting busi-
ness and his father owned a 
butchershop.

Izquierdo would operate 
out of this location for another 
three decades.

A resident of Teaneck, NJ 
in his later years, Dr. Serafi n 
Izquierdo passed away on 

December 4, 2014. He was 79 
years old.

“One word pops into my 
head when I think about this 
street co-naming - and that 
word is recognition,” said 
Juan Carlos Izquierdo, Se-
rafi n’s son. “It’s an honor that 
my father has been recognized 
for all that he did for the com-
munity - and all he wanted to 
do was help others and take 
care of them.”

Juan Carlos, who took over 
practice on an interim bases 
following his father’s passing, 
added that some of his father’s 
patients had told him that they 
had been going to the same 
chiropractor practice for gen-
erations.

“He (my father) always 
went to so many award din-
ners and shows for others  - 
and it’s a great feeling to know 
that he will be remembered 
and that his legacy will live 
on forever,” Juan Carlos said. 
“If he were still here with us 
today, although he was a very 
humble man, he would have 
been very happy.”

Along with Juan Carlos, 
Serafi n is survived by his wife 
Emma and his daughter Caro-
line.

(front, l-r) Paloma Izquierdo Hernandez; Emma Izquierdo; Dr. Richard Izquierdo; Juan Carlos Izquierdo; (back, 
l-r) Jose Mezarina, care taker of Dr. Richard’s care taker; Councilman Rafael Salamanca and Caroline Izquierdo 
Seifert with the ceremonial street sign. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
A new condominium building 

planned for the Van Nest community 
will offer luxury units, but residents 
are still wary of the project.

Einstein College of Medicine was 
the location for the fi fth public hear-
ing concerning The Residences at Van 
Nest, a project planned for the vacant 
lot at 500 through 508 Van Nest Ave-
nue.

The upscale project requires a vari-
ance and must be approved by the City 
Council to go forward.

The project was originally eight 
stories tall, or 85 feet, including the 
water tower, but the new plan unveiled 
at the Thursday, June 15 meeting low-
ered it to six stories tall, or 65 feet, af-
ter community members objected to 
the height, saying it did not fi t the com-
munity. 

The new, lower design is a bit wider 
and does not require a water tower but 
has less of a green buffer, said D’Wayne 
Prieto of Ward Capital Management, 
the company overseeing the project 
with development company Van Nest 
L.L.C. 

“We have the same square footage, 
but we are required to make the build-
ing a little wider, so where we had a 
community facility on the terrace, we 
no longer have that in the building,” 
Prieto said. 

The 47 units will include a mix of 
one-, two- and three-bedroom con-
dos ranging in price from $350,000 to 
$450,000.

The basement level would have an 
underground parking garage with 24 
spots and a large community space. 

The use of that community space is 
still being determined, but the devel-
oper said an annex space for the Bronx 
Museum of Art was being considered. 

An incubator space for local start-

Van Nest nabe wary of 
upscale condo project 

An artist’s rendering of the updated design of a condominium project at 500-508 Van Nest 
Avenue. Local residents grilled the developer of the project at a public hearing held June 15.
 Arthur Cusano

ups is also being mulled.  
When asked what would happen to 

the building if units do not sell at mar-
ket rate, the developers said the goal 
was to sell every unit but would con-
sider renting units as a last resort but 
did not anticipate that happening. 

The high cost of the development 
alone would prevent it from becoming 
Section 8 housing or a shelter, Prieto 
added.

Both the Van Nest Neighborhood 
Alliance and Morris Park Associa-
tion have voted against the project in 
recent months, citing a litany of con-
cerns including the former height of 
the project as well as an anticipated in-
crease in traffi c, crime, pollution and a 
feared decrease of neighborhood prop-
erty values. 

VNNA president Bernadette Fer-
rara said traffic was still a major 
concern, despite traffic studies the 
developer funded that said other-
wise. 

She also urged the developer to con-
sider housing for local seniors if pos-
sible.

The developers said the project 
was not far along in the state attorney 
general approval process to know if 
subleasing of the condos would be al-
lowed.

Community Board 11 Land Use 
Committee chairman Joe McManus 
said the board had kept discussions 
open with the developer and local 
elected offi cials after listening to feed-
back from area residents.

“Nobody has made a decision yet,” 
McManus said. “We’re all trying to 
work together to come to a good deci-
sion.”

Regardless of whether the project 
is approved by the community, it must 
still be approved by the NYC Board of 
Standards and Appeals. 
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GETTING             DOESN’T 
GET MUCH EASIER!

© 2017 Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

Stop by our booth at the 7th Annual Stadium Street Fair, and you can head home with 

an E-ZPass that lets you save 30–50% on all MTA tolls and be ready for when all MTA 

bridges and tunnels go cashless by the end of 2017. We’ll even throw in a free gift!

mta.info/ezpass

7th Annual 
STADIUM STREET FAIR 

Saturday, June 24  10am–6pm
River Ave between 161 St & 158 St   Bronx, NY
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#1 Studio For The Past 36 Years!
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPIONS!

www.fancyfeet.com
Monday–Friday, 3:00–9:00pm

Saturday, 9:00–6:00pm

Unionport Road
1306 Unionport RD

Castle Hill
Parkchester Area

347-691-3443

Crosby Avenue
1628 Crosby Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461
718-824-1981

Allerton Avenue
1295 Allerton Avenue

Bronx, NY 10469
718-405-5136

CLASSES IN: NATIONAL DANCE CHAMPION COMPETITION TEAM!
WE’RE #1 WITH MOMS!

ABT, MTV, 
Broadway and Dance Companies

Only

Get social!

VISIT US AT 
ONE OF OUR 
3 LOCATIONS

Nobody Does it Like Fancy Feet!

Register online at

www.fancyfeet.com
It’s quick and easy!

VOTED
Best Bronx Dance Studio

 2016

NOW REGISTERING FOR OUR SUMMER PERFORMING 
ARTS DAY CAMP AND SUMMER CLASSES

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 3604 E. Trem-
ont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465 
or e-mail Bronxtimes@aol.
com. 

Please include a phone 
number or a way to contact 
you in case of questions. 

Hello readers and wel-
come to another edition of 
Around Town. 

Graduation

Congratulations to our son 
Dominick Del Franco on 
his eighth grade graduation 
from The Urban Institute of 
Mathematics.

Dominick, we have watched 
you grow into such a bright 
and funny young man. 

As a National Junior 
Honor Society member you 
held a held a 90+ average all 
through middle school. We 
know you will excel in Iona 
Prep High School. 

You have exceeded all of 
our expectations with your 
hard work and dedication. 

We are so proud of you 
and of all of your accomplish-
ments.  

Keep smiling and keep 
reaching for the stars! You 
will always have our love and 
support.  

Congratulations Domin-
ick! God Bless you always. 
Love, Mom, Dad, Rock and 
Gia. 

Birth 

The following birth an-
nouncement was received by 
the Bronx Times from White 
Plains Hospital: 

Issac Levi Martinez was 
born to parents Sara and 
Bravlio Martinez of Sound-
view on Tuesday, May 23. He 
weighed six pounds and nine 
ounces. 
Best All Around Student

Melissa Hernandez, 
whose family has strong 
business ties to the borough, 
received the Best All Around 
Student Award from Chowan 
University for the 2016-17 ac-
ademic year at the school’s 
Annual Awards Day Convo-
cation. 

The Best All Around Stu-
dent must be a graduating 
senior who has achieved aca-
demically, excelled in extra-
curricular activities, exhib-

ited leadership ability among 
his or her fellow students, 
and sought to attain the ide-
als for which the university 
stands.

Dominick Del Franco
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BICYCLIST CRASHES INTO NYS TROOPER CAR

MULTI-CAR COLLISION IN PELHAM BAY CAUSES SUV TO FLIP ONTO ITS ROOF

A bicyclist is recovering after crashing into a NYS Trooper’s vehicle last week in 
Throggs Neck. According to a NYS Police spokesman, the trooper car was traveling 
westbound on East Tremont Avenue while the bicyclist was traveling eastbound on 
the East Tremont Avenue on Tuesday, June 13 around 4:50 p.m. The bicyclist rode 
cut across traffi c and attempted to squeeze between oncoming traffi c, but struck 
the trooper’s driver’s side door. The man, whose name was not released, suffered 
minor abrasions to his hands, knee and face from the collision. The trooper’s vehicle 
sustained minor damage from the incident. The cyclist was taken to Jacobi Medical 
Center for treatment. NYS Police investigated the incident and did not issue any 
summonses.             Photo by Miriam Quin

Police responded to a multi-car collision involving an overturned vehicle last week in Pelham Bay. According to police, on Thursday, June 15 at around 9 a.m., a black Nissan Rogue 
was traveling southbound on Bruckner Service Road when it collided with another vehicle traveling eastbound on Jarvis Avenue. The SUV then collided with a parked Nissan SUV 
and another parked vehicle on corner of the southbound Bruckner Service Road and Jarvis Avenue before fl ipping on to its roof. Police said one of the damaged parked vehicles 
was occupied during the incident. NYPD Emergency Service Unit and FDNY members were on the scene and treated at least two people for minor injuries.
Police righted the overturned Rogue before conducting their investigation. The accident remains under investigation.

(Above) Police chained the overturned car as they prepared to fl ip it right side up. Photo by Aracelis Batista

(Right) Police investigated the scene and damage caused by an overturned vehicle in Pelham Bay. Photo by Edwin Soto

40 Precinct
Monday, June 12 at 10:24 a.m.  --  Cops 

responded to an auto collision involving 
a pedestrian struck near Walton Avenue 
and East 138th Street. Upon arriving on 
the scene, officers determined that a 
28-year-old pedestrian man was hit by at 
least one vehicle traveling on East 138th 
Street near Walton Avenue. 

EMS responded to the location and 
transported the victim to Lincoln Hospi-
tal with head and body trauma. He was 
later pronounced dead. Further inves-
tigation revealed that he was struck by 
two different vehicles, one of which may 
have been a cab. One left the scene but 
then came back to speak to officers. The 
other stopped momentarily, before leav-
ing the scene and not returning. 

41 Precinct 
Friday, May 26 at 11:45 a.m.  -- A 

32-year-old woman was walking past 
840 Westchester Avenue when someone 
approached her from behind and placed 
his hands between his legs and grabbed 
her groin in a forcible touching incident. 

The individual is described as a black 
man, about 25-years-old, brown eyes, 
dark complexion, beige shorts, black 
sneakers and a black shirt. 

42 Precinct
Saturday, June 10 at 8:30 a.m. -- A 

black man approached a 53-year-old 
man in front of a business near Wash-
ington Avenue and East 165th Street. 
The suspect then did assault the victim 
with his fists on the face and head. This 
caused bruising and cuts. 

The suspect tried to remove some 
cash from the victims pocket, but his at-
tempt was unsuccessful. He then fled 
the location on foot, going westbound 
on East 165th Street. 

The suspect is a black man who is 
20-years-old to 30-years-old, five feet, 
seven inches and 170 pounds. 

44 Precinct
Monday, May 29 at 4:44 a.m. --  An 

assault was reported to cops at the Sta-
dium Gourmet Deli on 109 East 161st 
Street. 
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HIP Health Plan of New York (HIP) is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in HIP depends 
on contract renewal. HIP is an EmblemHealth company. Plans vary by county. Limitations, copayments 
and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or copayments/coinsurance may change on January 
1 of each year. The pharmacy network may change at any time. You will receive notice when necessary. 
You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. This plan is a Medicare Special Needs Plan 
for people with both Medicare and Medicaid. Your eligibility to enroll in this plan may depend on your 
Medicaid status. Premium, copays, coinsurance and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra 
Help you receive. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan for more 
information. EmblemHealth complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability or sex. ATTENTION: If you speak other languages, 
language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 
ATENCIÓN: Si usted habla español, tiene a su disposición, gratis, servicios de ayuda para idiomas. 
Llame al 1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 注意：如果您講中文，我們免費提 供相關的語言協助服務。請致電
1-800-283-7504 (TTY/TDD: 711). 

H3330_126350 Accepted 5/13/17

Or visit emblemhealth.com/join1

Call 1-800-283-7504 TTY/TDD: 711
8 am to 8 pm, seven days a week

It may be hard to believe, but many New Yorkers qualify for  
Medicare Special Needs plans that cost them nothing. Make one  
quick call to EmblemHealth to see if you qualify for:

$0 premiums
$0 copays for covered services 
$0  comprehensive and  

preventive dental coverage 

Plus save up to $720 a year on over-the-counter  
medications and more at participating pharmacies.

for your Medicare coverage$0

For those on both  
Medicare and Medicaid.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Klein’s funding
was helpful

Dear editor,
P.S. 14 would like to thank 

Senator Jeff Klein for all his 
support this year as well as 
years past.  With funding from 
the Project Boost program, we 
have been able to expose our 
students to the arts by provid-
ing our entire 3rd grade with 
recorder classes through Arts 
Connection, and our entire 4th 
grade with Ballroom dancing 
through Dancing Classrooms.  

We’ve taken our students 
on trips to Wave Hill and 
Green Meadows Farm.  We’ve 
gotten them new technology to 
assist with their studies, and 
are looking forward to all the 
fun games and activities at 
our end of the year Carnival.    

In addition to the won-
derful opportunities Project 
Boost has given us, Senator 
Klein has also supported our 
school through the United 

Government is
the answer

Dear editor,
By now we should know 

that private health  insurance 
cannot cover every American 
the way we want and that our 
government is the only an-
swer.  So let’s join the rest of 
the civilized world.  It’s better 
late than never.

Other countries have cop-
ied our Medicare system 
for all their citizens and we 
should do the same.  It’s a very 
effi cient plan and it’s already 
in place.

Dante Barozzi

  Dear editor,
It will take more money 

and a change in priorities if 
the MTA will solve current 
problems.  Governor Cuomo 
should come up with the out-
standing balance of $5.8 bil-
lion that he still owes toward 
the $8.3 billion shortfall to 
fully fund the $32 billion 2015 
- 2019 MTA Five Year Capital 
Plan. Mayor de Blasio should 
deliver the balance of $2.5 bil-
lion which he also pledged to 
fi nance the same plan.  Per-
haps it is time for the MTA 
and NYCDOT to stop wasting 
millions of dollars on trans-
portation feasibility studies 
for future system expansion 
projects costing billions that 
will never happen on our life 
time.  Do not initiate any new 
system expansion projects un-
til the MTA and each operat-
ing agency, including New 
York City Transit bus and sub-
way, MTA bus, Long Island 
Rail Road and Metro North 
Rail Road have reached a state 
of good repair for existing 
fl eet, stations, signals, inter-
lockings, track, power, yards 
and shops.  Ensure that main-
tenance programs for all MTA 
operating agencies assets are 
fully funded and completed on 
time to ensure riders reliable 
service. 

Larry Penner

Hand over
the money

We need more
senior housing

Dear editor,
It is my opinion, that the 

Pelham Bay community does 
not need any more medical 
buildings built in its commu-
nity, much less the one that 
the Bronx Times Reporter de-
scribed in its front page story 
of June16-22. 

The one that is there now, 
is doing just fi ne for every-
body in this community of 
Pelham Bay as far as I know 
now. Rather, I would like to 
see built in that space a brand 
new state-of-the art senior citi-
zen building with assisted liv-
ing.

There are more than 
plenty of other spaces even 
in nearby Hutchenson River 
Metrotech and I think that 
the former Bronx Physcritic 
Center is sitting empty now. 
As far as for senior citizens 

We must invest in our 
children by prioritizing ed-
ucation and I am proud that 
both our city and state gov-
ernments have already made 
major investments this year. 

As a father of two teenag-
ers who have been educated 
in public schools, and a hus-
band to a public school nurse, 
I’ve had a rare chance to see 
the full spectrum of the New 
York City public school sys-
tem. And as an elected offi -
cial, I’ve had the privilege to 
try to improve that system, 
learn its strengths and weak-
nesses, and contribute in my 
own way to all of our chil-
dren’s futures.

I believe education to be a 
great equalizer, but that can 
only work with greater fund-
ing, a focus on diversity, and 
a commitment to not let our 
children fall through the 
cracks. In this year’s state 
budget, I believe my col-
leagues and I accomplished 
that. 

The state budget priori-
tized education; allocating 
one out of every six dollars 
to public schools. Another 
of our accomplishments was 
the implementation of the Ex-
celsior Scholarship Program, 
which will provide tuition-
free college for working and 
middle class families. Now, 
New York students will be 
able to achieve their career 
goals without the extreme fi -
nancial burden many gradu-
ates feel today. 

Last week, the City Coun-
cil announced their fi nal 
budget, making a similar in-
vestment in education. The 
budget for the upcoming year 
has committed nearly 30 per-
cent of its funds to the Depart-
ment of Education. Within 
the next few years, there will 
be universal pre-k for 3-year 
olds, universal physical edu-
cation, air conditioning in 
all classrooms, and expanded 
free meal programs and af-
terschool programs, among 
other initiatives. 

These are thoughtful, pur-

Federation of Teachers, Com-
munity Learning Schools Ini-
tiative.  He was a huge advo-
cate in our becoming a CLS 
school, and ever since he has 
provided us with extremely 
generous funding.   

That funding has allowed 
us to bring in everything 
from eye and dental exams 
for our students, to classes in 
3D printing and theater.  In 
addition he has supported 
our school community by ac-
knowledging the hard work 
of our teachers, parents, and 
school staff, by hosting yearly 
awards breakfasts. Because of 
Senator Klein’s generosity and 
support, the students at P..S. 14 
are able to receive a rich, excit-
ing, and well-rounded educa-
tion.  

The P.S. 14 PTA

in this community, I would 
like to see a new 12 to 14 
story senior citizen building 
built much like the one that 
on Middletown Road, except 

poseful programs that ad-
dress the immediate needs of 
our students and will facili-
tate their success.

Despite all of our victo-
ries, there is much more to 
be done. Our schools remain 
overcrowded and under-
funded. 

During State budget ne-
gotiations I fought for a $50 
million increase in commu-
nity schools and I believe we 
need to fi ght for that in the 
Council as well. New York 
City schools have more than 
26-students per class and a 
student to teacher ratio of 
14.5 to 1. 

By allowing schools to con-
vert to community schools, 
we will be able to deliver 
more resources to students 
and their families includ-
ing critical support to at-risk 
children. 

This commitment will 
only strengthen our neigh-
borhoods and their surround-
ing communities. 

Other issues remain. I ap-
plaud Mayor de Blasio for in-
troducing a plan to improve 
school diversity and I hope 
our current City Council will 
give it the consideration it 
deserves. 

If we believe in our stu-
dents, we believe in our fu-
ture. We need to work harder 
for our students and for our 
teachers to have both the 
tools and resources they need 
to get the job done. I am run-
ning for the city council to 
ensure these issues will be at 
the forefront of our agenda. I 
hope you will join me in the 
effort to keep our govern-
ment accountable to each stu-
dent and parent.

(Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj currently represents 
the 80th Assembly District, 
which encompasses the neigh-
borhoods of Allerton, Bedford 
Park, Morris Park, Mosholu 
Parkway, Norwood, Pelham 
Gardens, Pelham Parkway 
and Van Nest sections of the 
Bronx.)

that this one would have a 
rooftop deck complete with a 
summertime pool and green 
space.

Joseph P. Wall

OPED: by Asm. Mark Gjonaj
City and state dollars prrioritize 

education, but issues remain



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 23-29, 2017 13  BTR



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 23-29, 201714    BTR

APY is Annual Percentage Yield. The APY is accurate as of June 1, 2017. To qualify for the promotion $10,000.00 minimum balance is required to open the account and obtain the APY. A new or existing checking 
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BY ARTHUR CUSANO
New banners reminding mo-

torists of safe driving practices 
have been installed in a south 
Bronx neighborhood with the 
help of some creative students 
from Intermediate School 151, 
the Lou Gehrig School.

The NYC Department 
of Transportation Offi ce of 
Safety Education and Out-
reach partners annually with 
Groundswell Community Mu-
ral Project and local business 
improvement districts in re-
cent years to get city schools 
involved with traffi c safety ef-
forts.

Twelve banners with the 
design created by eighth grade 
students will be installed along 
streets near the school in areas 
of high visibility to motorists 
and pedestrians alike in the 
hopes of raising traffi c safety 
awareness, preventing crashes, 
and reducing injuries around 
their school community.

The schools are chosen by 
the DOT with an emphasis on 
areas with high fatality rat-
ings in accordance with the 
mayor’s Vision Zero program, 
which aims to reduce and elim-
inate traffi c deaths, according 

South Bronx school creates DOT safety banner

to Groundswell spokeswoman 
Ariel Estrella

“What the youth do is they 
follow that curriculum and 
learn about livable streets and 
traffi c safety and doing re-
search around their school,” 
Estrella said. “They’ll walk 
around the neighborhood and 
look for dangerous areas.”

Groundswell teaching artist 
Eric Miles led the class using a 
curriculum developed by the 
DOT and guided by Ground-
swell’s belief that art is a tool 

for social change. 
The Brooklyn-based foun-

dation uses public art displays 
such as murals to educate and 
engage city youth. 

The DOT’s Traffi c Safety 
Banner Residency Program 
picked four schools to partici-
pate in the program this year. 

The newest banner installa-
tion of this year’s residency pro-
gram took place on Thursday, 
June 15 at the Bronx County 
Courthouse at 851 Grand Con-
course, just blocks away from 

the Lou Gehrig School on Thur-
mond Munson Way.

School parent coordinator 
Carmen Rosario said students 
from the bilingual eighth grade 
class enjoyed taking part in the 
program.

“Every week they had ses-
sions with the students where 
we went out to the sign shop 
and got to see whet the (traffi c) 
signs look like and how they 
are made,” Rosario said.

Students then draw their 
ideas for the banner, which are 

combined by the artist into the 
banner’s fi nal design, which is 
then fabricated by the DOT. 

Rosario said the neighbor-
hood would benefi t from the 
signs, given the  high level of 
traffi c students face.  The new 
banners read, “Slow Down, We 
Are Walking Here.”

“It’s a great thing to have all 
those banners in the business 
district,” she said.

This year, the DOT invited 
local business improvement 
districts to get involved in pro-
cess, with the 161st Street BID 
helping out the school by pick-
ing the banner used. 

BID president Cary Good-
man said the group was happy 
to fl y the DOT banners from 
their lightposts. 

The project was a no-
brainer for the Concourse Vil-
lage neighborhood the school is 
located in, he said, since the in-
tersection is right at the nexus 
of Bronx Borough Hall, the 
courts, the municipal services, 
and the Bronx Museum of Art 
and we’re right in the middle of 
the Yankee Stadium area.

The new banners will be on 
display in the area for approxi-
mately six months.

Students at the Lou Gehrig School show off their certifi cates. Courtesy of Groundswell
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BRING IN THIS AD AND

GET 50 POINTS
($2 OFF) with Membership Card

Jam Jar 
Red & 
White  
750 ML

$599

Roscato 
Red  
750 ML

$849

Bartenurra 
Moscato  
750 ML

$1099

Santa 
Margherita 
Pinot Grigio  
750 ML

$1999

Mionetto 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1099

LaMarca 
Prosecco  
750 ML

$1249

Indaba 
Sauvignon 
Blanc  
750 ML

$699

Casal 
Garcia 
Vinho Verde  
750 ML

$599

Whispering 
Angel 
Rose  
750 ML

$1599

Gerard 
Bertrand Cotes 
Des Roses 
Rose  750 ML

$1349

Hennessy 
VS 
Cognac  
750 ML

$3599

42 Below 
Vodka  
1 L

$999

Tito’s 
Vodka  
1.75 L

$2999

D’usse 
Cognac  
750 ML

$4399

Bacardi 
Light & Gold 
Rum  
1.75 L

$1799

Dewars 
Scotch  
1.75 L

$3499

Grey Goose 
Vodka  
1 L

$3499

Patron 
Roca 
Silver  
750 ML

$5280

Remy Martin 
VSOP
Cognac  
750 ML

$3999

Johnnie Walker 
Blue
Scotch  
750 ML

$16499

Salignac 
VS 
Cognac  
1 L

$2599

Wine and Spirits
Discount Warehouse

WE WILL MATCH PRINTED PRICES FROM OTHER NEW YORK CITY LIQUOR STORES

Jack 
Daniels 
Black Label  
750 ML

$2749
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Equal Housing Lender. ©2017 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. mtb.com

New relationships are important.

M&T Bank may be new to the Bronx, but we’ve been 

providing banking services to the communities of  

New York for 160 years. We take the time to understand 

what’s important to our customers, so stop by our new 

branch and tell us how M&T Bank can help you.

Grand Concourse Branch
2460 Grand Concourse
Bronx, NY 10458

Bhopal Sewpersaud
BRANCH MANAGER

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A newly-proposed plan may 

result in the implantation of 
speed cameras on a busy street 
in the east Bronx.

Morris Park Avenue, a 
nearly 40-block stretch from 
Wyatt Street to Eastchester 
Road, may soon see the install-
ment of speed cameras as a re-
sult of frequent speeding of ve-
hicles on the thoroughfare.

The speed cameras would 
be implemented from Wil-
liamsbridge to White Plains 
roads, to increase safety on 
that particular stretch of Mor-
ris Park Avenue.

The plan was originally 
brought to Community Board 
11’s attention by the Morris 
Park Community Association 
at the community board’s Dis-
trict Service Cabinet meeting 
on Thursday, June 15.

“During the day, this isn’t 
that big of a problem - but at 
night (especially after mid-
night), this stretch is a ma-
jor safety concern,” said Al 
D’Angelo, president of the 
MPCA. “At night, pedestri-
ans - especially those wear-
ing dark clothing - are at risk 
when these cars are speed-

MPCA pushes for MP Avenue speed cameras
ing.”

According to D’Angelo, who 
suggested this plan to the NYC 
Department of Transporta-
tion, due to the traffi c light pat-
tern on Morris Park Avenue, 
vehicles are able to drive from 
Paulding to Bronxdale avenues 
(and vice versa) without hav-
ing to stop for a single red light. 
However, the motorist must 
speed to do so, causing a poten-
tially dangerous scenario for 
pedestrians and other motor-
ists traveling a night.

“It’s a safety issue - and 
the last thing that we (MPCA) 
wants is for any of our neigh-
bors to get hurt as a result of 
this scenario,” D’Angelo added.

D’Angelo said that speed 
cameras would be appropriate 
solution for speeding on that 
particular stretch of Morris 
Park Avenue, but that speed 
bumps would be potentially 
hazardous if motorists don’t 
see the bumps as they ap-
proach them,  especially city 
buses.

Multiple locations along 
Morris Park Avenue including 
the Bronx Charter School For 
Excellence, 1804 Holland Av-
enue, and Matthews Muliner 

Playground, 1834 Matthews 
Avenue, and their surround-
ing areas may become safer 
as a result of the speed camera 
installation if they are in ef-
fect during the day as well.

The new MPCA president 
explained that the speed cam-
eras are set to catch any vehi-
cle going faster than 35 miles 
per hour, in order to give mo-
torists a 10 mph grace range.

According to nyc.gov, 
speeding results in more 
deaths than drunk drivers 
and cell phone-distracted 

drivers combined in the fi ve 
boroughs.

The fi ne for a speed cam-
era violations is $50, which 
is cheaper than a traditional 
speeding ticket. A speed cam-
era violation will not result in 
an increase of car insurance 
payments or deducted points 
on a drivers license.

It is currently unclear how 
many speed cameras will be 
implemented.

Community Board 11 
district manager Jeremy 
Warneke said that this pro-
posal has been on the board’s 

agenda since April.
The DOT confi rmed that 

they received the request for 
a speed camera from CB11 and 
that they will emphasize the 
location in the future in re-
sponse to the board’s request.

Currently, the New York 
State Legislature is consider-
ing a bill that would allow the 
city to expand the number of 
speed cameras in use, accord-
ing to a DOT spokesperson.

By law, cameras are usu-
ally installed only where there 
is a school nearby, however 
there are some exceptions..

Williamsbridge Road to White Plains Road on Morris Park Avenue may have speed cameras installed in the near 
future. Community News Group / Steven Goodstein



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 23-29, 2017 17  BTR

To apply: Please email your resume to employment@hfhnyc.org. Indicate the position  
(custodian or security guard) and preferred location (NBX or SBX) in the subject line of email.

NOW HIRING

Full-time jobs in north and south Bronx

For more information go to www.hfhnyc.orgWe are an equal opportunity employer (eeo) committed to equal treatment of all employees without regard to race, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, veteran status, physical or mental disability or other basis protected by law.

Duties:  Cleaning hallways, lobbies, restrooms, floors, windows, and similar activities.

Qualifications:  Ability to reach, bend, stoop, stand for periods of time, and lift reasonably heavy objects.

Duties: Patrolling the interior and exterior areas of building, monitoring the building’s entries 
and exits, maintaining a sign-in log with required identification, enforcing rules and 
regulations, preparing incident reports, learning the fire safety plan and evacuation 
procedures and assisting in fire drills.

Qualifications: Valid NYS security guard license, current 8-hour certificate and 16-hour certificate.  
Fire Guard (F-2) or Fire Safety Coordinator license a plus.

Custodians
&

Security 
Guards

We are recruiting full-time staff who enjoy working in a family-oriented, residential environment.  
Jobs are full-time. A high school diploma is not required.

We provide a competitive starting salary and benefits including comprehensive health insurance, life 
insurance, ample vacation, holiday, and personal and sick leave.

No fee.
We are a direct employer.
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De Blasio Affordable Housing Myth #4
“Rent is the number one expense for New Yorkers. Unless we change the status quo… hardworking 
families will be pushed out of their homes.” –Mayor Bill de Blasio … “We need to keep rents 
affordable…”–Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie (Source: City of New York Website)

The Facts:
The Hevesi-Klein “Home Stability Support” proposal would subsidize the rents • 
of public assistance-eligible tenants facing homelessness or eviction. 
The “Tenant Rent Increase Exemption” proposal would permanently freeze rents • 
for all tenants (not just senior citizens and the disabled) with annual household 
incomes of less than $50,000 who pay half towards rent. 
Why isn’t de Blasio and other politicians supporting these Albany proposals • 
that would provide real rent relief and solutions to the homeless crisis, and keep 
families in their homes?

De Blasio’s Housing Policies: Politics & Hypocrisy

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A plan to preserve afford-

able housing units at a Mel-
rose apartment building has 
been fulfi lled - and renova-
tions are underway.

Earlier this month, Mi-
chelangelo Preservation 
LLC, which consists of MDG 
Design + Construction, 
BSR Management and Cary 
Fields announced an $160 
million plan for the preser-
vation of units at Michelan-
gelo Apartments in Melrose 
for the next 40 years, after 
the original 40-year subsidy 
contract for the complex ex-
pired in 2014.

Future additions and im-
provements include newly de-
signed entrances, lobbies and 
public hallways, eight new 
elevator replacements, new 
LED lighting throughout the 
site, as well as a new key entry 
system, that includes an inter-
com and a high tech security 
system.

The renovated apartments 
will also feature a newly land-
scaped 71,000 square-foot 
courtyard equipped with a 
new playground, park and 
sitting areas, walkways and 

$160 million plan preserves Michelangelo Apts
planting areas. 

The residents of this apart-
ment complex will share the 
courtyard with the nearby 
Shelter Arms Early Childhood 
Education Center, a local non-
profi t organization.

Kitchens will receive new 
cabinets, sinks, lighting, fl oor-
ing and paint jobs, along with 
other appliances. Bathrooms 
will receive new tub bath fi t-
ters, fl ooring, medicine cabi-
nets, lighting and paint jobs.

The complex’s electric 
heating system will also be 
converted to a new hydronic 
heating system with hydronic 
boilers.

Other improvements for 
the 43-year-old apartment 
complex include facade re-
pairs, lobby modernization 
and public hall beautifi cation.

The complex, located at 225-
253 E. 149th Street, consists of 
494 rental units that are a mix 
of studio, one-, two-, three- and 
four-bedroom apartments.

The project’s four towers 
top out to 27 stories, 12 stories, 
as well as two 11-story build-
ings.

Long Island-based con-
tracting company MDG De-

sign + Construction, which 
has been active for over 30 
years and has created or pre-
served 17,000 affordable hous-
ing units to date, will renovate 
the apartments.

“With city costs rising each 
year, developments like this 
serve as a safe-haven from the 
threats of displacement in a 

rapidly gentrifying area,” said 
Michael Rooney, Sr., principal 
of MDG Design + Construc-
tion. “Housing & Urban Devel-
opment’s Rental Assistance 
Demonstration program en-
ables Mitchell-Lama housing 
to remain in the city’s afford-
able housing as well as receive 
the necessary repairs to en-

sure a quality home for low-in-
come New Yorkers.”

The Michelangelo Apart-
ment complex was able to se-
cure its preservation through 
Housing & Urban Develop-
ment’s Rental Assistance Dem-
onstration Program, which al-
lows residents to live in safe, 
healthy home while paying 
no more than 30% of their in-
come in rent.

This project is also a part of 
Governor Cuomo’s $1 billion 
House NY initiative, which 
intends to transform nearly 
9,000 state-fi nanced Mitchell-
Lama apartments, which are 
in desperate need of improve-
ments, repairs and upgrades, 
into quality, safe homes by 
2018.

Michelangelo Apartments 
was originally built in 1974 
as part of the Mitchell-Lama 
Housing Program, a govern-
ment-sponsored subsidized 
housing plan. The complex 
also consists of 50,000 square 
feet of retail space and under-
ground parking.

The renovations, which 
will occur with the tenants in 
place, are expected to be com-
pleted by February 2019. 

A renovated kitchen in a Michelangelo Apartment unit. 
 Photo courtesy of MDG Design + Construction
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National Diabetes
Prevention Program

A lifes���e change program that can help reduce�
your chances of getting Type 2 Diabetes.
Groups meet weekly for 16 core sessions

and mo�thly for 6 post-core sessions.

How Do I Know If This 
Program Is For M�?
• If you are an adult who

is overweight
• If you have a family history of diabetes
• If you have ever been told by a healthcare

professional that you have prediabetes,
borderline diabetes, high blood sugar,�or
had gestatio�al diabetes (GDM) while
pregnant

���	��
��
���
��
���
����
����
��
if this program is for you

For more info�
or ���sign up

Contact
718.618.8334

ltaveras@uchcbronx.org
Or

718.618.8675
bdodd-green@uchcbronx.org

• 260 East 188th Street • 2021 Grand Concourse • 470 East Fordham Road
• 4487 Third Avenue • 2101 Quarry Road • 2016 Bronxdale Avenue

718.220.2020                www.uchcbronx.org



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 23-29, 201720    BTR

FoodHelp.nyc

 

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
Empire State Development 

will partner with Per Scholas 
and IT giant Cognizant to cre-
ate a city-based job training 
program to help New York-
ers access career opportuni-
ties in the growing IT, digital, 
and tech sectors, the state an-
nounced Friday, June 16. 

The south Bronx-based 
training program will provide 
no-cost training and career 
development resources for 
as many as 650 New Yorkers 
with through a partnership 
with Cognizant, a Fortune 500 
global provider of business 
and technology services. 

The program will be run 
through the Urban Develop-
ment Center at 804 E. 138th 
Street in Mott Haven.

Cognizant, a global leader 
in business, digital and tech-
nology services and one of 
the largest STEM recruiters 
in the United States, intends 
to hire as many as 350 of the 
training program’s graduates 
for its client sites in the fi ve 
boroughs. 

“As our tech sector fl our-
ishes, we need to make sure 
our workforce is trained to 
meet this demand and be part 

IT training program through Per Scholas, Cognizant
of the incredible growth,” said 
ESD president Howard Zem-
sky. “This training partner-
ship between Cognizant and 
Per Scholas is an important 
part of that effort.”

Empire State Development 
is supporting the $6 million 
Cognizant program with $2 
million in performance-based 
tax credits through the state’s 
Excelsior Jobs Program. 

The funding will support 
the recruitment and training of 
the students who will be able to 
apply for jobs at Cognizant and 
elsewhere in the tech industry. 

“The U.S. needs more qual-
ifi ed IT talent and this part-
nership is just one example 
of how we continue to invest 
in our communities to train 
American workers for next 
generation digital opportuni-
ties,” said Jim Lennox, Cogni-
zant’s chief people offi cer.

Over the past 20 years, Per 
Scholas has trained over 6,500 
people from overlooked com-
munities across the country 
who lack the resources but not 
the creativity and determina-
tion to succeed in the tech in-
dustry, said company presi-
dent Plinio Ayala.

“The increased demand for 

local talent, along with the ris-
ing number of technology jobs 
available, means that compa-
nies are exploring strategies 
to access talent outside of their 
traditional pipelines,” Ayala 
said. “These public/private 
partnerships will build the 
workforce of the future and we 
hope this can be a model that 
others will replicate, both sup-
porting employer demand and 
strengthening the communi-
ties we serve.”

Per Scholas managing di-
rector of Special Ventures 
Annie Norbeck said the new 
classes are aimed at people 
who already have a year or so 
of experience in the IT fi eld 
with at least one coding lan-
guage, such as graduates of 
their entry level classes, and 
are looking to bring their 
skills to the next level. 

The fi rst class, quality engi-
neering and assurance, begins 
Tuesday, July 20 and is open to 

applicants 18 and older. 
The 8-week class runs full-

time, fi ve days a week.
“This is for people looking 

to take their tech career to the 
next level,” Norbeck said.

Applications for the pro-
gram will be available online 
at Perscholas.org in the com-
ing weeks. 

To learn more about the 
upcoming training opportu-
nities, email CognizantTrain-
ing@perscholas.org.  

Hundreds of New Yorkers will receive IT training through Per Scholas and Cognizant through a new program 
announced by Empire State Development. Per Scholas
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J O I N  U S  F O R  O U R
R E G I S T E R E D  N U R S E S  C A R E E R  D AY !

Saturday, June 24, 2017
10 AM - 1 PM

95-25 Queens Boulevard
Rego Park, NY 11374

Seeking
Licensed
RNs
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without regard to their race, gender, color, religion, sexual orientation, national 

origin, age, physical or mental disability, citizenship status, veteran status,  
or any other characteristic prohibited by state or local law. EOE.

Be part of Fidelis Care’s growth in New York City, and 
across New York State! 
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is the heart and soul of everything we do. 

With opportunities for collaboration as part of 
a dedicated team, personal and career growth, 
great work-life balance with many weekday 
schedules from 8:30 AM to 5 PM, and a competitive 
compensation package, Fidelis Care is the place to 
be for clinical careers.
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Onsite Interviews Guaranteed! 
Please bring copies of your resume.
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Trained Business 
Specialists Are 
Available To Help You:

Call 311 or visit 

nyc.gov/industrialbiz 

Finance 
the launch or growth 
of your business.

Recruit 
and train employees.

Connect 
to money-saving 
incentives.

Navigate 
government rules 
and regulations.

Manufacturing

Wholesale

Utility

Construction

Transportation

Film Production

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A new patrol group is look-

ing to make the streets of 
Zerega a bit safer. 

Located in the heart of the 
45th Precinct’s busiest sector, 
Bronx County Public Safety 
has already started patrolling 
from their headquarters on St. 
Peter’s Avenue, and currently 
has three patrol cars. 

The not-for-profi t was estab-
lished with a dream of bring-
ing back “the original fabric” 
of the community and is now 
seeking partnerships with the 
NYPD, non-profi ts and elected 
offi cials from around the bor-
ough, according to Elpidio Dan-
iel Negron. 

The group was founded in 
2014, is licensed and bonded by 
New York State for security and 
is not an organization looking 
for members, but rather a group 
of retired law enforcement per-
sonnel, security offi cers and so-
cial service providers trying to 
make a difference. 

“I have always had a pas-
sion for helping others,” said 
Negron, adding that previously 
he had started a community pa-
trol in the 46th Precinct where 
he was in many cases able to 

Zerega community patrol hits streets

get fi rst aid to people before 
EMS arrived. 

Negron said he was an 
Emergency Medical Techni-
cian and worked in the intra-
venous unit at the Westchester 
Square Medical Center, before 
it shut down. 

He said that he is estab-
lished the patrol because he felt 
that over the years the Zerega 
community needs more atten-
tion. 

“Crime started increasing, 

a lot of people started moving 
out,” he said. “I have heard the 
concerns of the local commu-
nity…that they don’t feel safe 
anymore.” 

Some people in the com-
munity even say that the local 
police precinct has forgotten 
them, according to Negron and 
members of the organization’s 
board. 

“We provide extra measures 
of security and resources for 
the community,” said Negron.  

Negron’s chief of opera-
tions, Luis Atiles, believes that 
the large geographically area 
of the 45th Precinct may be a 
factor in the need for extra pro-
tection through community pa-
trols in Zerega. 

In general, attrition of the 
police force could also be a fac-
tor, he said. 

“In the past few years, police 
have been retiring at a large 
rate and they have not been re-
plenished,” he said. 

In Zerega, many of the resi-
dents have limited English pro-
fi ciency and in some cases may 
be undocumented, said Ne-
gron, adding he believes that 
this may lead to under-report-
ing of crime. 

According to Negron, the 
patrol falls under the umbrella 
of a larger non-profi t, called 
Community Protective Agency, 
Inc., that also includes a youth 
empowerment program, which 
appears to be getting off the 
ground. 

They also run a veterans 
program that helps veterans be-
come licensed security guards, 
said Negron. 

According to the organi-
zation’s board of directors, 
the group is also interested in 
providing security for hire to 
groups in need of it in the area. 

According to their website, 
the group offi cers could po-
tentially provide professional 
services including armed pro-
tection, security offi cers and 
patrol, doorman and concierge, 
fi reguards, quality assurance 
and special event security. 

For more information call 
(718) 880-9013 and info@bcdps.
org. 

(l-r) Courtney Creer, youth empowerment program; Cheryl Carmona, lieutenant; Jesse Wright, deputy chief; 
Daniel Negron, CEO and chief; Luis Atiles, chief of operations and Alex Mercado, sergeant. 
 Community News Group / Patrick Rocchio
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6363 0110 1234 1 234 123Use for Eligible OTC Items

When you enroll into our UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete (HMO SNP) plan, you can enjoy benefits like:

Combine your doctor, hospital and 
prescription drug coverage into one plan  
for a $0 plan premium.*

Gym Membership: Fitness at  
no additional cost to you.

Health Products: Up to $1296 in credits 
annually to buy things you may need.

Dental Coverage: $2500 toward 
comprehensive services.

Up to 12 visits per year to in-network 
Acupuncturists, $5 copayment per visit.

Transportation Assistance: Up to  
48 one-way rides every year.

We can help you to save Medicare Part B premium if you are qualified for Medicare Savings Program (MSP).  
Other social services programs are available.

Call today for more information.
1-855-503-5212, TTY 711
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. local time, 7 days a week

*You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium, if not otherwise paid for under Medicaid or by another third 
party. Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare 
Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment in the 
plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical 
Assistance from the State and Medicare. This information is not a complete description of benefits. Contact the plan 
for more information. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, premiums and/or co-payments/ 
co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, co-pays, co-insurance, and deductibles may vary 
based on the level of Extra Help you receive.  Please contact the plan for further details
H3387_160706_161216 Accepted

IS PUT ON YOUR  
DEBIT CARD EACH

MONTH

$108
CREDIT Get all the benefits you deserve.

If you have both Medicaid and Medicare Parts A and B, you  
could GET MORE BENEFITS than Original Medicare and Medicaid. 

CST15186B
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Your elderly mother 
just told you she fell
in the bathroom
last night at 4 A.M. 

Now what? 

REGISTERED NURSES
REHABILITATION THERAPISTS
MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS

CERTIFIED HOME HEALTH AIDES

Your parents want to live in their own home. 

You can’t be with them 24/7. That’s why the 

Visiting Nurse Service of New York offers more 

senior home care services than any other home 

healthcare organization in New York. With care 

options to help both generations feel better 

– including nursing, personal care and 

companionship – the Visiting Nurse Service of 

New York is the right care now. 

CALL NOW TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 

PROFESSIONAL, PERSONALIZED CARE TO MEET 

YOUR LOVED ONE’S INDIVIDUAL NEEDS.   

1-855-VNSNY-NOW • VNSNY.ORG 

Services are usually covered by Medicare, Medicaid 
and most insurers. VNSNY also offers private care.  

© 2017 VNSNY

BY ARTHUR CUSANO
After three years of development, 

YUCO Real Estate Company Inc. cel-
ebrated the opening of the Brook Av-
enue Apartments in Mott Haven on 
Thursday, June 19.  

The new apartment complex is com-
prised of two connected buildings built 
on formerly vacant city land, with the 
developer utilizing city tax incentives.

The 5-story apartment building has 
a total of 55 affordable housing units: 
seven studio; 35 one-bedroom; 12 two-
bedroom and one three-bedroom 
apartments. There is also a private, 26-
car parking garage for tenants.

The second connected building on 
the corner of Brook Avenue and 469 E. 
147th Street is seven stories tall and 
contain 11 affordable units as well as 
1,700 square feet of commercial space 
on the ground level.

Brook Avenue Apartments is a 
showcase for what well-designed af-
fordable housing should be, said YUCO 
president Raymond Yu. 

The developer said he was proud to 
have replaced a 240-foot wide contami-
nated vacant lot.

“The level of our fi nishings and fi x-
tures surpass what is typically found 
in other tax credit projects,” Yu said. 

Yu developed the complex with his 
father and mentor Bong Yu, who was 
also on hand for the event with other 
family members.

Fifty percent of units have been 
set aside for Community Board 1 resi-
dents who qualify, allowing local resi-
dents to avoid displacement. 

Fourteen of the units will be avail-
able to households making 40 percent 
of the area’s mean income, with the re-
maining units available to households 
earning up to 60 percent of the annual 
mean income.

Also on hand for Monday’s ribbon 
cutting event was Borough President 
Ruben Diaz Jr., who praised YUCO 
and its partner, KZA Realty, for help-
ing to bring new affordable housing to 
the Bronx.

“The fact is that you chose to invest 
in our borough, you came to us cor-
rectly and worked with the city,” Diaz 
said. “The income bands that are here 
are going to make sure that people in 
our borough, especially in this area, 
continue to have a beautiful affordable 
place to call home.”

The developer also utilized outside-
the-box thinking to make the project 
work. 

On both sides of the apartments site 
there are Con Edison cooling stations 
for underground electrical cables. 

YUCO acquired air rights from 
these adjacent  properties through an 
agreement with Con Edison and will 
tap into that resource to cool the build-
ings.

The $24.4 million project was made 
possible through $16.6 million in low-
income housing tax credits made avail-
able through the Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Development. 

The NYC HPD also contributed just 
under $4 million in additional fund-
ing.  

The NYC Community Preservation 
Corporation has contributed a $3 mil-
lion permanent loan through the New 
York City Employees Retirement Sys-
tem. 

NYC CPC senior vice president and 
regional director Robert Briggs said 
the quality of the new building speaks 
for itself.

“What does it say?” Briggs asked. 
“It says I was built by people who re-
ally care deeply about what they do, 
and it manifests itself in the project.” 

Brook Ave. Apartments 
celebrated in Mott Haven

(l-r) Robert Riggs, Community Preservation Corporation senior vice president and regional 
director community preservation; NYC HPD deputy commissioner David Quart; Raymond 
Yu, Yuco Real Estate Company president; Borough President Diaz; Yu’s family members and  
Andrew Blumetti, Bank of New York Mellon managing director. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Fall Registrations 
Begins June 1st

Dancers on Brooklyn 
Nets team.

See why we are 
nominated #1 Dance 
Studio in the Bronx.

Regional & 
National Champions... 

Award-Winning 
Choreographers...

Director Stefanie 
Salaman awarded 

Business Woman of 
the Year 2014

5 Day Ballet Intensive 

June 19th- 23rd 

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

3 Day Technique Intensive 

June 26th–28th 

(Ages 8-11 and 12 & Over)

Join Us for our

15th year 
and receive a

FREE GIFT!

Call our studio to fi nd out how you can become a member of the 
Bronx Most Prestigious Competition Teams.

6 week Summer Programs
Starting

July 3rd - August 11th

All Boy Hip Hop Classes  

Audition for our Prestigious 

National Award Winning 

Competition Team 

(inquire for dates).

Classes offered in Pre-School Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Hip Hop, Improv, Street 

Jazz, Jazz, Dance Hall, Lyrical, Contemporary, Pointe, Musical Theater, 

Tumbling, Tumblebugs, Salsa, Latin Jazz, Adult Heels and Burlesque

1st studio to introduce 
Tumble Bugs for your 

future gymast...

Serving the Throggs Neck Community for over 14 years.

4037 E.Tremont Ave.,
Bronx, NY 10465

Multiple Class 
Discounts Offered

Family 
Discounts Available

718.822.2025 Now Registering for Summer
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“Look as beautiful as you are….”

FillersBotox

Offering
the latest in

Laser Hair Removal     

Botox   

Fillers 

Scleratherapy 

Skin Peel

Electrolysis

Hormone Replacement Therapy

hCG Weight Loss Program

Important Safety Information
What is KYBELLA®
KYBELLA® is a prescription medi-
cine used in adults to improve the 
appearance and profile of moderate 
to severe fat below the chin (submen-
tal fat), also called “double chin.” It 
is not known if KYBELLA® is safe 
and effective for use outside of the 
submental area and in children less 
than 18 years of age
Please see additional Important 
Safety Information inside.

Bothered by the 
fullness* beneath 

your chin?

Got Hair?
M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY
347-281-5576

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
A new park renovation won’t just 

attract more people - it will revitalize 
the entire block.

Last week, a groundbreaking cere-
mony was held at Whalen Park to start 
the process.

Whalen Park, located on East 205th 
Street and Perry Avenue, will undergo 
renovations including the installation 
of side tables, bench and companion 
seating, game tables, drinking foun-
tains, recycling and trash receptacles, 
a bicycle rack, an arch bridge, ground 
level play panels, spray shower equip-
ment, a playhouse, climbing rocks, 
a climber for children, ages 2 to 5, as 
well as improved lighting.

Another key addition, once renova-
tions are complete, will be the park’s 
story time corner - which goes hand-
in-hand with the fact that the NYPL’s 
Mosholu branch is located next to the 
park.

“I am a huge proponent of fi nding 
space for kids to play and have fun in a 
safe environment that allows them to 
get exercise and run around like I used 
to do when I was a child,” said Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr. “The earlier 
you establish healthy habits, the eas-
ier those habits carry over into your 
adulthood. That’s why building play-
grounds, such as Whalen Park, is a 
priority.”

Diaz also mentioned the collabora-
tive effort of the #Not62 campaign, 
which was started in response to the 
Bronx being ranked 62 out of New York 
state’s 62 counties in the Robert Wood 
Johnson County Health Ranking Re-
port in 2014 and promotes healthy life-
styles among Bronx residents.

“(Whalen Park), which is such a 
critical resource for this community, 
will be completely transformed once 
these renovations are fi nished - it will 
not even look like the same park,” said 

NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. 
Silver.

“Parks are such an important part 
of community life in the Bronx - and 
I’m glad that I am involved in a project 
that makes sure our parks get the up-
keep they need and continue to grow,” 
said Councilman Andrew Cohen.

The groundbreaking ceremony 
was also attended by deputy borough 
president Aurelia Green, Bronx Parks 
commissioner Iris Rodriguez-Rosa, 
Community Board 7 parks chair Bar-
bara Stronczer and CB7 chairwoman 
Adeline Walker-Santiago, as well as 
seniors from the nearby St. James and 
Williamsbridge Oval Recreation cen-
ters.

“I am thrilled that renovations are 
underway at Whalen Park - and I can’t 
wait until it reopens,” said Walker-
Santiago, who recalls taking her chil-
dren to the very same park when they 
were younger. 

Walker-Santiago said that she has 
been connected with the NYPL’s Mo-
sholu branch since the process began, 
and, according to Adeline, the library 
can visualize children checking out 
books and reading them in the park - 
which would not only promote health 
but also education.

The mayor’s offi ce, BP Diaz and the 
New York City Council funded nearly 
$1.8 million for the renovations of this 
park.

The park was named after local vet-
erans’ advocate Henry A. Whelan, who 
lived near the park and served in Eu-
rope, Africa and the Middle East dur-
ing World War II.

Whalen Park is also the location of 
the D train’s 205th Street station and is 
located within walking distance from 
two other parks, the Mosholu Parkway 
and the Williamsbridge Oval.

The park renovations are expected 
to be completed by June 2018.

Groundbreaking ceremony 
for revitalized Whalen Park

Silver, Cohen, Walker-Santiago, Rodriguez-Rosa, Stronczer and others during the ground-
breaking ceremony. 
 Photo courtesy of Daniel Avila, NYC Parks
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BEAT THE HEAT

In partnership with: 
NYC Department of Health & Mental Hygiene
NYC Department for the Aging

Visit NYC.gov/beattheheat or call 311 
to find out what to do to prepare for 
extreme heat. #beattheheat 

at home, so we visit a cooling

center when it’s really hot out.”
“We don’t have air conditioning

Yuk Chun Ho & Martha,

Manhattan

SIRECI 
Family Dental
Your Neighborhood Dentist Since 1983

C A R I N G    A F F O R D A B L E    P A I N L E S S

FREE 
CONSULTATIONS

COME VISIT US 
IN OUR NEW 

MODERN OFFICE

2861 BRUCKNER BLVD.  |  718-829-0455

GENERAL DENTISTRY  
SPECIALTY CARE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Brightly colored pianos 

are dotting the landscape of 
the borough, and may soon 
be in some of its schools. 

Sing for Hope, an orga-
nization that annually has 
elaborately artist-decorated 
pianos placed at public loca-
tions around the city, situ-
ated seven pianos in the bor-
ough through Sunday, June 
25.  

The pianos are part of an 
annual temporary instal-
lation to draw attention to 
the work Sing for Hope does 
year-round to bring artistic 
programs to under-resourced 
schools and communities. 

Monica Yunus, one of the 
co-founders of Sing for Hope, 
said that the pianos were 
part of 60 the organization 
has placed around the entire 
city. 

Specifi cally, they were in-
stalled at Bartow Pell Man-
sion, Virginia Park, Willis 
Avenue Community Garden, 
Joyce Kilmer Park,  Poe Park 
Visitor Center, Williams-
bridge Oval Recreation Cen-
ter and Van Cortlandt House 
Museum. 

Sing for Hope places 7 pianos in boro
The goal of placing the 

pianos in public places is de-
signed to encourage conver-
sations that would not oth-
erwise take place, and for 
individuals to share music, 
she said. 

People have come to ex-
pect the pianos as a summer-
time project, much like any 
great annual event, she said. 

“It is really an invitation 
to get involved, to have a con-
versation and get to know 
one another,” said Yunus. 
“It gives people an opportu-
nity to get to know someone 
they wouldn’t necessarily ap-
proach otherwise.” 

After the pianos are re-
moved from their stations, 
they will have a second life as 
educators at schools around 
the city apply to obtain one 
for their classroom, she said. 

In October and Novem-
ber, the winning schools will 
have ribbon-cutting ceremo-
nies to welcome their new 
‘ebony and ivory’. 

One of the local artists 
who designed the upright 
piano stationed in Virginia 
Park outside of Parkchester 
was Laura Alvarez, an artist 

from Melrose. 
Alvarez said she is a vi-

sual artist who works with a 
variety of mediums, includ-
ing murals, on canvas and 
wood, and in mixed media. 

“I saw them in the street 
fi ve years ago, and I thought 
it was just such an amazing 

idea,” said Alvarez, adding 
that this is the third time she 
has volunteered to paint a pi-
ano. 

Applying to paint or dec-
orate for Sing for Hope in-
volves creating a fl exible 
design sketch that could be 
used on any upright piano, 

and having your artwork 
chosen by a selection com-
mittee, she said. 

The Virginia Park design 
was centered on the theme 
‘nature is watching you,’ she 
said. 

The paintings on the pi-
ano evoke the sense that peo-
ple have to be conscious of 
the effect of their actions on 
nature, she said. 

Among the designs in-
clude a picture of hands 
with eyes on it, designed to 
be evocative of intuition, ac-
cording to the artist. 

Painting a piano is a long 
process that involves sand-
ing, priming, painting or 
decorating, and then finish-
ing it off with two to three 
coats of varnish for it to 
withstand being outdoors, 
said Alvarez. 

She said she attended 
two events hosted by Sing 
for Hope at her piano in the 
park, she said. 

At one of the events, a pia-
nist came to play for children 
and adults, who were given a 
chance to design their own 
upright piano on paper after 
the concert. 

One of the pianos in Joyce Kilmer Park. Photo courtesy of Pianos for Hope
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��AFFORDABLE TUITION 

��FLEXIBLE PAYMENT OPTIONS

��HALF DAY / FULL DAY OPTIONS

��OLYMPIC SIZE SWIMMING POOL

��A VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES:
ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT

  COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY
  DANCE, MARTIAL ARTS, 
  BASKETBALL, ZUMBA, 
  SWIMMING and MUCH MORE!!

THERE’S STILL TIME TO REGISTER
August Camp 7/31-8/18 Application Deadline 7/10/17

APPLY TODAY to hold your spot!

SSUUMMMMEERR CAMP AT
LEHMAN COLLEGE | SCPS

FOR MORE INFORMATION & APPLICATION: 
call: 718-960-8512
email: lehman.academy@lehman.cuny.edu
visit: www.lehman.edu/ce
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These individuals being 
sworn in will continue 

to support our veterans 
and their families while 
also continuing to serve 
their community as their 
predecessors have done.

Guy Richardson
Theodore Korony American Legion

Post 253 Commander

VAN NEST
ASSEMBLY 

OF GOD
755 Rhinelander Ave.

Bronx, NY 10462

Corner of Holland
2 blocks from 

White Plains Road

SPIRIT 
FILLED

PRAYER 
GUIDED

LOVE 
EXTENDED

PASTOR

ASSISTANT PASTOR 

YOUTH PASTOR

A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS

Welcome to our caring, 
multi cultural, multi-generational, 

evangelistic home church!

5 services every Sunday. 
8:30 am, 10 am (Service & Sunday School) 

11:30 am, 4pm, 7pm.
Ministry programs and activities for 

all ages — all week — all year!

Come join us in prayer, praise 
and celebration!

www.vannestassembly.org

BY ROBERT WIRSING
A local veterans post will 

honor a few community mem-
bers at a time honored summer 
tradition.

The Theodore Korony 
American Legion Post 253 will 
salute several honorees at its 
annual installation of post of-
fi cers and awards ceremony 
on Sunday, June 25 at 11 a.m. at 
Throggs Neck Memorial Post 
1456’s clubhouse on 1456 Shore 
Drive.

The end of the season cel-
ebration begins with a brief 
meeting discussing the post’s 
accomplishments from the past 
year.

Following this, the installa-
tion of new offi cers and awards 
presentations will take place. 

Among this year’s honor-
ees are four scholarship win-
ners ranging from fi fth grade 
to high school, who will read 
their essays detailing the im-
portance of veterans to our 
country.

The essays discuss a veteran 
who is important in each of the 
scholars’ lives and who may be 
related to them. Scholarship 
co-chairs Joseph Mondello and 
Colleen McCarthy will present 
these scholars with $300 Au-

Korony Post 253 to honor scholars, install offi cers
gust R. Messerschmitt Memo-
rial scholarships and award 
plaques in recognition of their 
scholastic achievements.

Mondello noted that the 
scholarship bears the name 
of a late Post 253 member who 
helped fund these academic 
scholarships.

In addition, Post 253’s La-
dies Auxiliary will bestow 
an award to Samuel H. Young 
American Legion Post 620 com-
mander Owen Mangan for his 
help with Post 253’s Sergeant 
Christian Engeldrum Support 
the Troops Fundraiser.

According to Post 253 com-
mander Guy Richardson, com-
mander Mangan has been a 
continuous supporter of the 
Support the Troops Fund-
raiser and has hosted the event 
at Post 620’s clubhouse on 1530 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
throughout the years.

As part of its Citizen Flag 
Alliance Program, the veter-
ans post will also pay homage 
to local residents who honor-
able fl y and properly tend to 
their American fl ags.

“We want to thank these 
people on behalf of the veter-
ans for fl ying the fl ag and in-
vite them to attend the event in 

honor of their patriotism,” ex-
pressed Mondello. 

The post will conduct a 
swearing-in ceremony for its 
new post offi cers slated to serve 
from June 2017 to June 2018.

“These individuals being 
sworn in will continue to sup-
port our veterans and their 
families while also continuing 
to serve their community as 
their predecessors have done,” 

explained Richardson.
Commander Richardson 

added that a former Post 253 
commander will be honored at 
the special occasion.

A donation will be made 
to YMCA International Judo 
Camp for its continued support 
to the post.

Richardson noted YMCA 
International Judo Camp co-
founder and Post 253 member 

George Pasiuk and co-founder 
George Harris will be unable 
to attend the festivities due to a 
judo tournament scheduled for 
that same day.  

He explained that a judo 
camp representative will ac-
cept a check from Post 253 on 
their behalf.

Following the awards pre-
sentation, guests will be treated 
to a barbecue starting at 1 p.m.
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MONDAY NIGHT
WING NIGHT

AT THE BAR
8PM TIL 10PM

(2 DRINK MINIMUM)

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11AM–3PM

Includes Traditional Irish
Breakfast & Complimentary
Mimosa or Bloody Mary or

Glass of Beer

$7 BAR LUNCHES
$2 DOMESTIC PINTS

12 TIL 4PM
AT BAR ONLY

EARLY BIRD DINNER

$1495

Monday–Thursday
4PM–6PM

Includes Soup or Salad
 Entree, OT/VEG & Dessert

Open 7 Days 11 AM – 4 PM AM Til 3 PM PM

PM PM

AM Til 4 PM

Throggs Neck Clipper
Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

A place where strangers are not strangers ... but friends who have yet to meet!

Regretfully, we have to inform the neigh-

borhood that after 20 years in business, 

Throggs Neck Clipper will close our doors 

on Thursday, July 29, 2017.

It has been a great run, and we would 

like to thank everyone for their patronage, 

loyalty and friendship during these past 20 

years.

We have made a lot of life-long friends over 

the years, and would like to thank Throggs 

Neck for welcoming us!

Due to circumstances beyond our control, 

we must close, and this was not an easy 

decision.

Please use all outstanding gift certifi cates 

before Thursday, July 29, 2017.

Thank you again for your patronage.

The Tierney Family

SAT. JUNE 24 @ 9:00 PM

DISCO NITE
Celebrating the 40th Anniversary

with DINO BRAVO
featuring

TAVARES, KC and BEEGEES

ALSO

DJ BOBBY FLOWERS
SPINNING YOUR FAVORITE

70s and 80s MIXES

FREE
WI-FI
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Elder question of the week

SALVATORE M. DI COSTANZO

Dear Mr. Di Costanzo: Why 
can’t I just transfer my house 
to my kids to protect it?

Simply transferring your 
house to your children is 
the least favorable planning 
technique in an attorney’s 
arsenal.  The optimal way to 
protect your house is to use a 
trust.

First, if you transfer your 
house to your children, you 
no longer have any rights 
to use or occupy the house.  
You become a guest in your 
children’s house.  This gives 
rise to the horror stories ev-
eryone hears about children 
kicking their parents out of 
their homes.  It can happen 

but is usually the result of 
poor planning like transfer-
ring your house to your chil-
dren.

Second, you will lose 
many tax benefi ts such as the 
step-up in basis upon death.  
For illustrative purposes, as-
sume you purchased or built 
your house many years ago 
for $50,000.00.  This is your 
cost basis.  Your cost basis is 
also increased by capital im-
provements made over the 
years.  If you gift your house 
to your children, your cost 
basis becomes their cost ba-
sis and when they sell, they 
could have signifi cant capital 
gain, which is the difference 

between the sales price and 
the cost basis.

If you die still owning 
your property, or you im-
plement planning such as a 
trust, when you die, the cost 
basis of your property in-
creases to fair market value.  
Thus, if your property is 
worth $500,000.00 when you 
die, your kids inherit the 
property with a cost basis of 
$500,000.00, not $50,000.00.  
Proper planning can save 
tens of thousands in capital 
gains tax.

Finally, if you simply 
transfer property to your 
children outright, you will 
lose real property tax ex-

emptions such as the STAR 
exemption and the enhance 
STAR exemption.

Outright transfers of prop-
erty are commonly recom-
mended by non-elder law at-
torneys.  If you would like to 
preserve your house, please 
contact us so we can explore 
your options which usually 
include the use of a trust.  
We can also co-counsel with 
your attorney to make sure 
all the right options are be-
ing presented.    Please call us 
at 914-925-1010 or e-mail me at 
smd@mfd-law.com to further 
explore your estate and elder 
law planning needs.  You can 
also visit our website at www.

plantodayfortomorrow.com.
Questions may also be 

submitted to smd@mfd-law.
com for a response.

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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As interest in the Bronx 
as a place to visit, live and do 
business grows around the 
world, BronxNet is giving 
Bronx natives and others who 
call the Bronx home a chance 
to share their Bronx stories, 
memories and insights. 

BronxNet, together with 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. and the Bronx Tour-
ism Council launched the 
“Your Bronx” project during 
Bronx Week 2017. The ongo-
ing video project is giving 
Bronxites a chance to share 
memories about their Bronx 
neighborhoods, culture, ac-
tivities and more, on Bronx-
Net channels and the web.

BronxNet cameras will 
show up at events and loca-
tions all over the borough to 
document viewpoints from a 
wide spectrum of individu-
als.  So far, plans are under-
way for “Your Bronx” pro-
ducers to visit the Fair at the 
Square event at Westchester 
Square on June 17, Boogie on 
the Boulevard on the Grand 
Concourse on June 25, and 
the New York Salutes Amer-
ica Fireworks Extravaganza 
at Orchard Beach on June 29. 

Bronxites share memories on BronxNet

Robert Klein shares his treasured Bronx memories on BronxNet.

 During the Bronx Week 
launch hosted by Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. and 
the Bronx Tourism Council at 
Bronx Borough Hall in May, 
BronxNet video recorded 
memories from numerous 
participants including Bronx 
resident and enthusiast Luc-
iel Boles-Wilson, and previ-
ous Bronx Week/Bronx Walk 
of Fame honorees actor/co-
median/entertainer Robert 
Klein, musician and beloved 
music store owner Mike 
Amadeo, actor David Zayas, 
and legendary TV journalist 
Marvin Scott.

 “I believe this is a won-
derful idea, considering the 
unique perspectives Bronx-
ites have about the world 
around us,” said Diaz. “We 
have strong opinions about 
everything, and I mean ev-
erything, from the Yankees to 
music to politics, and I think 
it is great that BronxNet will 
capture these unique view-
points for the world to see. 
Over the years, BronxNet’s 
lenses have showcased what 
makes our borough special, 
and this project is building on 
years of BronxNet bringing 

you our story, in our words, 
to your living rooms.”

 “We want to hear from 
you, our friends, family 
and neighbors across the 
Bronx, about your experi-
ences in this beautiful place 
we call home. The Bronx has 
many delightful stories best 
told by the people who live 
them,” said BronxNet execu-
tive director Michael Max 
Knobbe. “BronxNet is grate-
ful to Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. and the 
Bronx Tourism Council for 
helping us launch this ongo-
ing project that will preserve 
and share refl ections of our 
Bronxites for years to come.”

 To fi nd out how you can 
share your Bronx, visit www.
bronxnet.org. Participants 
are encouraged to provide old 
photographs and other mem-
orabilia to support the telling 
of their stories.

 BronxNet is the indepen-
dent not-for-profi t organiza-
tion serving the people of the 
Bronx through the provision 
of media production train-
ing, access to technology, 
and cable television chan-
nels. BronxNet’s ultra-local 

programming helps connect 
the Bronx with the World 
while our training programs 

and partnerships are a part 
of community development 
through media.

CONSTRUCTION WORKER FALLS AT WORKSITE

As a service to his constituents, 
Assemblyman Michael R. Benedetto 
will be sponsoring an AARP Driver 
Safety course on Saturday, July 29, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.. The course is 
held at Fort Schuyler House, 3077 
Cross Bronx Expressway.

Space is limited.  Registration for 
this class begins on Monday, June 26,

 at  9:30 a.m.  No reservations will 
be taken prior to that time.

To reserve a seat call (718) 892-
2235. The cost is $20 for AARP mem-
bers and $25 for non-members. 

This 6-hour course will refresh 
your driving knowledge with a re-
view of time-tested safe driving tips.  
Those who complete the course will 
receive a reduction of approximately 
10 percent from the base rate of auto-
mobile and motorcycle liability pre-
miums each year for three years.

AARP Driver Safety Program

A construction worker is recovering after falling 15 feet at a Pelham Bay work site.
The worker was hurt on Friday, June 9 at 12:15 p.m. at the Super Laundry construc-
tion site at 3113 Westchester and St. Theresa avenues. He was rushed to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center for treatment. NYC Department of Buildings issued a stop work order at 
the site later that same day.            Photo by Edwin Soto
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Huntington Learning Center was honored by Oradell, NJ, Mayor Dianne Didio during 

an official proclamation at the company’s corporate headquarters on Friday, June 

16, 2017. Mayor Didio congratulated Huntington on its 40th anniversary and recog-

nized Huntington’s commitment to children’s educational success through its four-

step approach, which includes a comprehensive evaluation, personalized learning 

plan, individualized tutoring and regular communication with families and schools. 

The mayoral staff was joined by Huntington’s co-founders, Dr. Raymond and Mrs. 

Eileen Huntington, Anne Huntington who is the second generation Huntington con-

tinuing the company as a family business, along with franchisees, corporate em-

ployees and members of the local media.

“Huntington Learning Center is an Oradell-born company that employs more than 

100 people here in the Oradell area and nearly 1500 more across the country,” says 

Mayor Didio. “Huntington has a positive economic and social impact on our citizens 

through its work to help children succeed in school. I congratulate Huntington for 40 

incredible years in business and wish the company the very best in the future.”

In the 1970s, Eileen Huntington worked as a junior and senior high school teacher 

and Raymond Huntington, who earned a doctorate in statistics in 1974 from Rutgers 

University, was a business analyst for AT&T. Eileen recognized a problem in the 

schools where she worked with too many of her students lacking basic reading and 

study skills, which caused them problems in all academic areas. The Huntingtons 

saw a need and created their first learning center in rented office space in the build-

ing adjacent to where the Huntington Learning Center’s main offices are today, a 

building owned by Huntington Learning Centers and called, The Huntington Profes-

sional Building.

Since then, the company has helped millions of students from kindergarten to 12th 

grade, and at all academic levels, learn the skills, confidence and motivation to suc-

ceed in and out of the classroom. Huntington now operates nearly 300 centers in 40 

states from coast to coast. The company began franchising in 1985. Both the Hun-

tingtons and their daughter, Anne, are actively involved in the business operations.

 

“We founded this company because of our desire to help children and nothing gives 

me more joy than the fact that 40 years later, we are continuing to fulfill that promise 

to the families we serve,” says Dr. Ray Huntington, who serves as the company’s 

Chairman of the Board. “We are honored to celebrate this significant milestone in 

our company’s history with Mayor Didio and the city of Oradell,” says Mrs. Eileen 

Huntington, who serves as the company’s Chief Executive Officer. “We look forward 

to building on the foundation of these 40 years to pave way for the next 40 years 

and beyond helping students achieve results and helping our franchisees achieve 

success by carrying out our mission to give every student the best education,” says 

Ms. Anne Huntington, who serves as the company’s Vice President.

Learn more about Huntington and its planned 40th-anniversary celebrations 

throughout 2017 at www.HuntingtonHelps.com.

About Huntington Learning Center

Huntington is the nation’s tutoring and test prep leader.  Its certified tutors provide 

individualized instruction in phonics, reading, writing, study skills, elementary and 

middle school math, Algebra through Calculus, Chemistry, and other sciences. It 

preps for the SAT and ACT, as well as state and standardized exams.  Huntington 

programs develop the skills, confidence, and motivation to help students succeed 

and meet the needs of Common Core State Standards.  Founded in 1977, Hunting-

ton’s mission is to give every student the best education possible. Learn how Hun-

tington can help at www.HuntingtonHelps.com. For franchise opportunities please 

visit www.HuntingtonFranchise.com.

Ray Huntington, Chairman & Co-Founder, Anne Huntington, Vice President, 
Mayor Dianne Didio and Eileen Huntington CEO & Co-Founder.

LOSE 20–40 lb.
IN THE NEXT 40 DAYS

Lose weight and start looking and 
feeling as beautiful as you are...

DROP 20-40 POUNDS IN 40 DAYS

NO EXERCISE NECESSARY

MINIMAL OR NO CRAVINGS

MININMAL OR NO HUNGER

BURNS FAT

TARGETS BELLY, BUTT, HIPS, THIGHS

DOCTOR SUPERVISED FOR SAFETY & RESULTS

Dr. Albert 

Graziosa has 

been certified 

with the fresh 

start hCG diet 

and has led 

many patients 

to live more 

happy and 

healthy lives.

VISIT US AT 

GOTHAIRLLC.COM

BECAUSE OF OUR 
TECHNOLOGY

“Weight Loss 
Has Changed 
My Life”
Ask yourself how 

would you like to lose 

30 or more pounds, 

have more energy, 

feel great, feel sexy, 

decrease your risks 

of diabetes and heart 

disease and regain 

your health all in next 

40 days.

GET STARTED NOW!

10% OFF 
OUR CLEAN START 

PROGRAM

M E DIC A L  A E S TH E TIC S

Got Hair? llc
3611A East Tremont Avenue  Bronx, NY 

347-281-5576

B
E
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R
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A

FT
E

R

GET READY FOR SPRING WITH OUR 
CLEAN START WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM
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www.giordanosbigg.com
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ITALIAN CHICKEN SAUSAGE...BUY 1 GET 1 FREE!
PORK OR CHICKEN KA-BOBS (JUMBO)....1.99 EACH
COOKED ST. LOUIS RIBS..........BUY 1 GET 1 FREE!
STEAK BURGERS........................BUY 1 GET 1 FREE!
WHOLE CHICKENS ............................3 FOR $15.00
OSCAR MEYER BACON...........BUY 1 GET 1 FREE!

THIS IS INSANE
6 lbs. Chicken (2)
2 lbs. Italian Sausage
1 lb. Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs. CC Pork Chops
2 lbs. Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

$44.99

BARBECUE FEAST
3 lbs. Spare Ribs
3 lbs. Chicken Breasts
2 lbs. Franks
3 lbs. 1/4 Legs
2 lbs. Sausage
3 lbs. Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

$58.99

CADILLAC 
PLAN

SAVE

ALL THIS FOR

$149.99

THE BEST OF
EVERYTHING

1 Top Round London Broil (1”)
1 lb. Veal Cutlets
1½ lbs. Chicken Cutlets
6 Pcs. CC Pork Chops
1½ lbs. Sirloin Chop Meat

ALL THIS FOR

$55.95

���������	���
�����������������������������������������������������

ST. LOUIS 
SPARE RIBS
$2.99 LB

USDA CHOICE 
PORTERHOUSE STEAKS

$9.99 LB.

CHOICE 
SKIRT STEAKS

$10.99 LB.

 Whilesupplies last

COME IN AND HAVE A 
FREE CUP OF COFFEE            We take E.B.T Card

FREE DELIVERY
ON PURCHASES OVER $50

ALL MEATS CUSTOM CUT 
YOUR WAY

Butcher on premises 7 days!

   NEW AT BIG G
 SHOP AT HOME SERVICE
NO TIME TO SHOP? LET US DO IT FOR YOU!

 
�������
���������������������������  

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

718-892-7798
 F: 718-892-7919
1554 Paulding Ave.
Bronx, NY 10462

Mon. - Sat. 7am - 7pm
Sunday - 9am - 5pm

�������	���
���������	����	�
�������������	�
�����������������������
���������
��

BIG
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 FREE PONS
    Summer Fresh
 Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
�����������Limited Edition
 with $100 or more purchase

RIB 
STEAKS
$9.99 LB.

2 lbs. Chuck Filet
2 lbs. Sh. London Broil
2 lbs. Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs. Sh. Lamb Chops
2 lbs. Beef Stew
2 lbs. Shell Steak
2 lbs. Club Steak
2 lbs. Chicken Legs
2 lbs. Chicken Breasts
2 lbs. Chuck Chop
2 lbs. Sausage
2 lbs. CC Pork Chops

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BUTCHER HERE 7 DAYS A WEEK

�������	
�����
�����������������

Depression in older adults by Healthy Seniors CliCC
“There is a Catskill 

eagle in some souls that 
can alike dive down into 
the blackest gorges, and 
soar out of them again 
and become invisible in 
the sunny spaces… Even 
in his lowest swoop the 
mountain eagle is still 
higher than other birds 
upon the plain, even 
though they soar. ” 

Herman Melville, 
Moby-Dick

Occasionally feel-
ing “the blues” is natu-

ral, especially in older 
adults dealing with 
changes such as the 
death of a loved one or 
a newly diagnosed ill-
ness. These feelings of 
sadness usually result 
from a specifi c event or 
loss.  Such feelings are 
often fl eeting, however, 
and we are still able to 
fi nd joy in other areas of 
our lives. 

Depression is dif-
ferent from these tem-
porary bouts of sad-

ness, and is a medical 
condition not normally 
a part of aging. An in-
dividual with depres-
sion has stronger feel-
ings of sadness that 
are long-lasting and re-
current. He or she may 
also experience symp-
toms including, but not 
limited to fatigue and 
decreased energy, per-
sistent aches or pains, 
irritability, and sui-
cidal thoughts.  

Depression is not 

caused by personal 
weakness or lack of 
willpower, and it can af-
fect anyone. Instead, it 
can be caused by fear, 
frustration, and loss of 
control over your life. 
Heredity, illness, and 
medications can in-
crease the risk of de-
pression. 

Older adults are es-
pecially at increased 
risk for depression, and 
are often misdiagnosed 
and undertreated be-

cause their symptoms 
are mistaken as natu-
ral reactions to illness 
or life changes that oc-
cur with aging.   Fur-
thermore, today’s older 
adults grew up with a 
very prevalent stigma 
surrounding mental ill-
ness and may not vol-
untarily seek mental 
health evaluation. This 
makes it even more im-
portant to recognize the 
signs of depression in 
older adults. Depending 
on the type and severity 
of depression diagnosed, 
the treatment usually 
includes psychotherapy 
and/or medication.

 Self-help in conjunc-
tion with medication 
and professional help 
can be surprisingly ef-

fective as well. Here are 
some self-help tips: 

• Be active. Regular 
physical activity can lift 
your mood and increase 
your energy level.

• Break up large 
tasks into smaller ones, 
and set reachable goals 
for yourself. 

• Talk to a trusted 
person about your feel-
ings, and seek out posi-
tive people. 

If you are concerned 
that you or a loved one 
may be experiencing 
signs of depression, see 
a health care provider 
for appropriate treat-
ment. 

Sponsored by: The 
Hartford Institute for Ge-
riatric Nursing at NYU 
and R.A.I.N. 

NEW BEGINNING

Senior transportation
Do you need help getting to and from your med-

ical appointments?  Transportation Services are 
available to seniors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., in community districts 9, 10, 11 and 12.

  • Door to door service for all medical appoint-
ments

• Courteous, professional drivers
• Clean vehicles
• Handicap accessibility, including wheelchair 

lifts 
For further information, call Mildred Cardona, 

program director of the R.A.I.N. Transportation 
Program at (718) 882-8513.  

(Left) Pixie is a senior Chihuahua/Corgi mix. She gets 
along wonderfully with other dogs her size but isn’t 
the biggest fan of larger dogs.; She is very active for 
an older dog but also enjoys cuddle time. She is VERY 
affectionate - she loves her belly rubs!; She’s currently 
in a foster home and hasn’t had a single accident in 
the home.

(Right) Daniel is a black cat, who is a long-time resi-
dent often overlooked because of his color. He is a true 
sweetheart who was shy at fi rst but has come out of 
his shell. Loves people and giving and receiving affec-
tion. Has been waiting for his forever home. 

To adopt any of these pets, email newbeginningani-
malrescue@gmail.com or call 347-691-3282.



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 23-29, 2017 37  BTR

Delivery Service Available

10
PLASMA TVs

CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

BEER CRAZED MONDAYS-> 1-6pm
$1 OFF ANY BEER 

$2 SLIDERS (BEEF OR PORK, MINIMUM OF 3) 
$5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 

 

TEQUILA TUESDAYS -> 4-7pm 
$5 MARGARITAS & SUNRISES 

$1 OFF NAME BRAND TEQUILLA SHOTS 
$6- GUACAMOLE AND CHIPS 

$5- QUESADILLAS (Chicken or Chili) 
 

WINE’D UP WEDNESDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$4 GLASS OF HOUSE WINE 

RED OR WHITE SANGRIA - $7 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS-> 4-7pm 
$3 WELL DRINKS 

$5 MARTINIS 
$5 COSMOS 

$4 IMPORTED PINTS (GUINESS $5) 
$4 IMPORTED BOTTLES 

 $5 DOZEN WINGS (Hot, Mild, BBQ, or Teriyaki) 
$5 NACHOS 

 

FIREBALL FRIDAYS-> 4-8pm 
$4 FIREBALL SHOTS 

$1 OFF ANY BRAND WHISKEY SHOTS 
$3.00 DOMESTIC PINTS - $4 IMPORTED PINTS (Guinness $5) 

$3.50 DOMESTIC BOTTLES - $4.00 IMPORTED BOTTLES 
$5 BAR APPETIZERS 

The Wicked Wolf
HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

SUNDAY BRUNCH
BUFFET

$19 
95  

per person

Restaurant & Bar
4029 East Tremont A 0

The Wicked Wolf
We Now Deliver 7 Days A Week!

Debuting Saturday, June 24
at The Wolf

“G & J Entertainment”
PLAYING JAZZ & BIG BAND CLASSICS!

LIVE MUSIC At The Wolf
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On Friday, June 2, the New Ro-

chelle Farmers Market opened for its 
ninth season. The market is in Hugue-
not Park off North Avenue, by New Ro-
chelle High School. It is open every Fri-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. through 
November 17. The offi cial season open-
ing ceremony will be held on Friday, 
June 23.

 The Farmers Market offers fruits, 
vegetables and eggs from area farms 
as well as prepared foods like pasta, 
cheese and baked goods from local 
makers. 

Casa Del Caciocavallo Farms joins 
the market this year with their range 
of hand rolled caciocavallo cheeses 
made with raw New York cows’ milk. 

Shoppers can enjoy a pastry from 
Wave Hill breads while doing their 
shopping with vendors like Alex’s To-
mato Farm (orchard fruits, vegeta-
bles, eggs), Dagele Brothers Produce 
(vegetables) and Arlotta Food Studio 
(organic, kosher olive oils and locally 
made pasta). 

An up-to-date vendor schedule can 
be found on the New Rochelle Farmers 
Market web page at www.downtoearth-
markets.com.

* * *

Norwood BX Writing Group will 
meet on Tuesday June 27 at 7 p.m.  the 
Rec Center at the Williamsbridge Oval. 
These are monthly meetings where the 
group shares and critiques one anoth-
er’s writing with the goal to grow in 
our work.

They also talk about trends in writ-
ing, and this time they’re interested in 
how people fi nd writing placements on 
the Internet.

Bring paper and pen or pencil. The 
group will have a writing prompt, and 
will offer encouraging ideas on each 
other’s writing.

For more information, email 
Anne@AnneLeighton.com.

* * *

Montefi ore Jack D. Weiler Hos-

pital - Einstein Campus and Mon-

tefi ore Hospital - Wakefi eld Campus 

have achieved recognition as Baby-
Friendly designated birth facilities 
from Baby-Friendly USA - a global pro-
gram sponsored by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 
With both Weiler and Wakefi eld simul-
taneously achieving the recognition, 
Montefi ore is the fi rst health system in 
New York City to achieve the designa-
tion.

 The Baby-Friendly Hospital Initia-
tive launched in 1991 to encourage and 
recognize hospitals and birthing cen-

ters that offer an optimal level of care 
for breastfeeding mothers and their ba-
bies. The Baby-Friendly designation is 
granted after a rigorous on-site survey 
is completed and hospitals have dem-
onstrated adherence to the Ten Steps 
to Successful Breastfeeding, which in-
clude having breastfeeding policies in 
writing, consistently training staff on 
policy implementation and informing 
all pregnant women about the benefi ts 
and management of breastfeeding.

 “I am extremely proud and thank-
ful to the extensive team of providers 
and staff who work tirelessly to support 
expectant and new moms and promote 
well-woman and baby health,” said 
Deborah Campbell, M.D., FAAP, chief, 
Division of Neonatology, Children’s 
Hospital at Montefi ore. “Achieving this 
important recognition is testament to 
the time and resources Montefi ore ded-
icates to educating and encouraging 
new moms to breastfeed.”

 Breastfeeding is a scientifi cally 
proven way to nourish a newborn 
while lowering risks for certain dis-
eases and improving health outcomes 
for both mothers and babies. Providers 
at Weiler and Wakefi eld, where a total 
6,200 babies are delivered each year, 
offer breastfeeding mothers the infor-
mation, confi dence, and skills needed 
to successfully initiate and continue 
breastfeeding their babies.

 For more information about Mon-
tefi ore’s efforts to support breastfeed-
ing moms, visit the health library on 
their website.

* * *

United Neighborhood Houses, 
the membership organization of set-
tlement houses in New York City, wel-
comed Bronx House as a new member. 
At their June meeting, the UNH Board 
of Directors voted to welcome Bronx 
House as an Associate Member, mak-
ing them the 38th settlement house in 
the nearly century-old organization.

 Settlement houses serve more than 
a 750,000 New Yorkers annually by of-
fering services directly related to the 
needs in their communities. They pro-
vide early childhood education, after-
school programs, college readiness, job 
skills training, English classes, hous-
ing and immigration legal support, 
homeless shelters, drug rehabilitation 
facilities, home health care, meals-on-
wheels, senior centers, arts and fi tness 
programs, and much more.

 Bronx House was founded in 1911 
and serves an average of 20,000 area 
residents each year in programs rang-
ing from after-school, summer camp, 
music classes, senior programming, 

fi tness classes, and more. They exem-
plify the settlement house model with 
innovative and unique programming, 
including a movement class for people 
with Parkinson’s Disease and resources 
for children with special needs.

 Membership in UNH will connect 
Bronx House with the 37 other settle-
ment houses in New York City. They 
will have access to peer workgroups to 
share best practices, capacity building 
programs that focus on program de-
velopment, scholarships and trainings 
for staff members, and will join the 
unifi ed voice of settlement house ad-
vocacy. Associate Members enjoy the 
benefi ts of membership without voting 
privileges and have two years to apply 
for full membership.

By supporting Bronx House, UNH is 
supporting the community they serve. 
We are proud to have them as a new as-

sociate member.
* * *

Bronxite Robert Arroyo and the 
Johnson & Wales University were re-
cently announced the fi rst place win-
ners of the 2017 National Student Ad-
vertising Competition held by the 
American Advertising Federation 
(AAF) in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
This marks the best fi nish in JWU 
ADTEAM history, surpassing the 
team’s second place fi nish in the na-
tional round in 2015. JWU is also the 
fi rst school in New England to win the 
competition.

JWU’s thirty-one-member team, 
made up of students in the university’s 
advertising and marketing commu-
nications, marketing, graphic design 
and media communication studies pro-
grams, placed fi rst in the United States 
over seven other fi nalists: 

New Rochelle Farmers Market; Norwood BX Writing Group; 
Monte’s Baby-Friendly designation; UNH welcomes Bronx House

BY GENE DEFRANCIS
The Allerton International Food 

Festival is here and we are ready 
to eat. Saturday June 24. We have 
more food and more entertainment 
so come join us. Also we will be raf-
fl ing a Bronx Zoo gift bag including 
passes to the Zoo. A little tip: Don’t 
use the passes on Wednesday (it al-
ways free Wednesday).

We have one of the greatest zoos 
in the world, don’t let the summer 
pass without visiting it.

We have been getting a great re-
sponse for the Business Incubator, 
by far one of our most ambitious 
projects. We are being selective and 
not rushing into things. We also 
received questions as to where the 
money was going from this project. 
I believe we explained in past news-
letters that the cost for the tables 
would go directly to the overhead of 
running the Incubator.

The Domino Tournament was 
a lot of fun. We had so much fun 
we were talking about starting a 
Bronx Domino Club and meet at 
Gasolina every Monday for game 
night. More on that later but if you 
are interested in joining this idea 
send us an email at AllertonMer-
chants@gmail.com.

Congratulations MaryAnn, Mo 
and Jose for moving on to play at 
the fi nals this Saturday at the Food 
Festival. We will set up a few extra 
tables for anyone wanting to play 
for free during the festival.

To our Muslim community, we 

recognize that the festival falls on 
the last day of Ramadan. Our ven-
dors will have carry out contain-
ers in hope you can enjoy the food 
that night. Our goal was to beat 
the summer traveler which was a 
number one feedback we received. 
Do the festival earlier so more resi-
dents can attend. 

So we aimed for the last Satur-
day in June. Being that Ramadan 
changes dates and next year will 
end June 14 we do not see this to be 
an issue going forward. We want 
everyone to feel welcome and in-
cluded.

Join our Facebook page Aller-
ton International Merchants As-
sociation Inc. for community in-
formation, summer events and 
chances to win prizes.

Any quality of life issues, you 
are always welcome to reach out 
to us. Just remember we are vol-
unteers and we have an overloaded 
plate at the moment. We won’t ig-
nore the request but we do ask for 
patience.

But do keep your thoughts and 
opinions coming because your 
community is your business.

Bronxite and the Johnson & Wales University announced as 
first place winners in the 2017 National Student Advertising 
Competition held by the American Advertising Federation
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Welcome to the Bronx Times’ 8th annual salute to 25 Bronx Influential Women. 
This year’s honorees have energized so many aspects of Bronx life. This year’s selection 
process was just as daunting as the previous year.

The 2017 awardees encompass women with far-reaching impact in their lifetime 
passions. Each has made the Bronx a better place to live.

We congratulate our honorees and the countless other women who contribute to 
our borough’s well being.

Next year’s group is already in formation. We invite our family of readers to sug-
gest the individuals they feel are worthy of this recognition.

Beyond this publication, the 25 Bronx Influential Women will be honored on 
Wednesday, June 28 at Maestro’s Caterers. Keep an eye out for the announcement. 
You’re more than welcome to attend this exciting event.
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S
ara Bonizio is the Market-
ing and Community Rela-
tions manager for Metro 
Optics, a full-service eye 

care practice with four loca-
tions in the Bronx, where she is 
responsible for the company’s 
multi-channel marketing, com-
munity outreach and engage-
ment. 

Over the course of four years, 
Sara and the Metro Optics team 
have performed well over 1,000 
free visions screenings around 
the Bronx, raising awareness 
of the importance of eye health 
and how to access comprehen-
sive eye care. 

Prior to joining Metro Optics 
full-time, Sara founded Eleven 
Consulting LLC, a resource to 
small businesses and nonprofi ts 
seeking to develop their brands 
and expand their reach.  

On and off the clock, she is 
passionate about collaborating 
with, and connecting to each 
other, people and organizations 

whose efforts help beautify the 
Bronx and spotlight its vibrant 
history, natural resources and 
local business offerings. 

Although a longtime resident 
of New York City, Sara spent sev-
eral years in Boston working 
with community-based non-
profi t organizations, raising over 
$1.6 million in institutional and 
individual funding via capital 
campaigns and special events. 

Later, she served as Assistant 

VP of Quality Assurance for the 
Commercial Division at WORK 
Inc., a nonprofi t providing job 
training and holistic support 
services for adults with disabili-
ties, and volunteered strategic 
business development services 
for the organization’s social en-
terprise. 

Sara also served on the 
boards of the Social Enterprise 
Alliance and Cambridge Youth 
Dance Program, both based in 
Greater Boston. 

Within the last three years, 
Sara has contributed to the 
advisory committee of Bronx 
Women United, a member or-
ganization whose mission is to 
strengthen the Bronx commu-
nity by providing a platform for 
women to share their vision and 
collaborate on resolutions to 
help shape the Bronx.  

She currently enjoys volun-
teering with Graffi ti Free 45th 
Precinct to remove graffi ti from 
local commercial corridors and 

neighborhoods, and is a creative 
contributor and volunteer with 
the Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District. 

Sara is also a contributing 
editor to optical industry trade 
publications Vision Monday and 
20/20 Magazine.

She holds a Master of Business 
Administration with a concen-
tration in Social Impact Man-
agement from The Heller School 
at Brandeis University. She also 
holds a Bachelor Degree in Ad-
vertising and Spanish from The 
S.I. Newhouse School for Public 
Communications at Syracuse 
University, and is a graduate of 
the Bronx High School of Sci-
ence.

SARA BONIZIO
Passionate about collaborating with pro-Bronx organizations
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Sara is passionate about 

collaborating with, and 

connecting to each other, 

people and organizations 

whose efforts help beauti-

fy the Bronx and spotlight 

its vibrant history, natural 

resources and local busi-

ness offerings.
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S
ulma Arzu-Brown’s di-
versifi ed resume includes 
talent coordinator, ac-
complished book pub-

lisher, coffee shop owner and 
community activist. 

She has penned fi ve self-pub-
lished books, in English and 
Spanish, that center on positive 
awareness for young readers.

Sulma’s most popular book, 
‘Bad Hair Does Not Exist!/Pelo 
Malo No Existe!’, deals with a 
child’s low self-esteem caused 
by having a thick and coarse, 
dense hair.

The inspiration for her book 
came to her one day while pick-
ing up her daughter, Bella-Vic-
toria, from day care and noticed 
her sporting tasseled hair.

The day care operator sug-
gested Sulma chemically treat 
the child’s hair to straighten it 
because it was ‘pelo malo.’ 

Sulma explained to the oper-

ator how detrimental the term 
can be to a child’s self-respect, 
and shortly after wrote and 
published her fi rst book which 
empowers youngsters by pro-
viding them positive terms to 

describe their hair while at the 
same time teaching them the 
importance of respecting and 
appreciating the differences in 
children.

Her latest book’s theme ex-
plores a young girl’s fi rst fl irta-

tions with the other sex and 
warns her not to go “boy crazy’. 
She stresses the importance of 
maintaining friendships and 
good grades.

Raised in the Woodstock 
section of the Bronx from the 
age of 6, Sulma, a Garifuna of 
Honduran descent, longed to 
pay it forward and in 2003 pur-
chased her parents’ home in 
Hunts Point to establish stabil-
ity in this often-maligned com-
munity. 

“This neighborhood is a dia-
mond in the rough,” she said.

She and her mentor, Majora 
Carter, opened Birch Coffee, 
which has since been renamed 
Boogie Down Grind Coffee, on 
Hunts Point Avenue in 2016.

In 2003, she earned her BA 
in Mass Communication with a 
Minor in Spanish from Lehman 
College

Sulma was a production as-

sistant for the ESPY Awards, 
Image Awards and Essence 
Awards before being hired full-
time as a talent coordinator for 
the ESPYs.

Sulma is the director of the 
New York City Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce and sits on the 
Hunts Point Advisory Board.

SULMA ARZU-BROWN
Exploring themes that produce strong self-esteem

2 5  B R O N X  I N F L U E N T I A L  W O M E N

Sulma’s most popular 

book, ‘Bad Hair Does Not 

Exist!/Pelo Malo No Ex-

iste!,’ deals with a child’s 

low self-esteem caused by 

having a thick and coarse, 

dense hair.

25 BRONX INFLUENTIAL WOMEN
The New York Botanical Garden salutes the 2017 

25 Bronx Influential Women for their commitment, dedication, and excellence: 

nybg.org
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L
orraine Corsa’s law 
practice is located in the 
former seat of the Town 
of Westchester, at 80 

Westchester Square. 
Why is that so signifi cant? 

Because Bronx history runs 
through her DNA.

Her father’s family settled 
in the Fordham section of the 
borough in 1635, purchasing 
a sizable tract of land from 
the Dutch that included the 
present-day site of Fordham 
University. On top of that, Lor-
raine’s great-, great-, great-, 
great-, great-grandfather, 
Andrew Corsa, was commis-
sioned by George Washington 
as a scout leader who led the 
troops under the general at the 
Battle of White Plains. She’s a 
direct descendant of Andrew’s 
fi rst wife.

Her mother, Anna Maria Mi-

lan-Corsa, immigrated from 
the former Yugoslavia and her 
family settled in a small Penn-
sylvania coal town. By the late 
‘30s they arrived in NYC.

Her mother, who spoke fi ve 
languages, wanted to be the 
fi rst female judge from her 
town, but the family was poor 
and she could not fi nish her 
education.

Her mother and father, Wil-
liam Louis Corsa, provided 
Lorraine with the inspiration 
to succeed.

Lorraine grew up in Thoggs 
Neck, attended Preston High 
School, but fi nished her sec-
ondary education at the High 
School of Art and Design.

She had contemplated a ca-
reer in the arts, and for a time 
sang professionally.

She attended the College of 
New Rochelle and Pace Law 

School where she earned her 
law degree and went on to 
work at a prominent enter-
tainment law fi rm.

In 1990, two years after be-
ing admitted to the bar, she 
started her own practice, spe-
cializing in family, matrimony 
and divorce, real estate, wills 
and contract litigation from 
the Westchester Square offi ce 
she shared with then-Council-
man, Michael DeMarco.

Lorraine is the recipient of 
the Civic Dedication and In-
tegrity Award for the contribu-
tions she makes to the public in 
her professional legal practice.

She is a member of the Bronx 
County Bar Association, Past 
President of Colombian Law-
yers Association, 1st Judicial 
Department, chairwoman of 
the National Italian American 
Bar Association and member 

of New Rochelle Association.
Lorraine has also served as 

president of the Uguaglianza 
Lodge No. 83, the oldest sus-
taining Order of the Sons of Ita-
ly Lodge in New York State and 
is a member of the NY Turners 
Club for over 30 years.

She is married and lives in 
New Rochelle and has a mar-
ried daughter.

LORRAINE CORSA
A lengthy Bronx commitment runs through her veins
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C
arolina Di Fuccia was 
born in the long-gone 
Fordham Hospital and 
has been an integral  

part of the Belmont communi-
ty her whole life. The Church of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel and 
its school, the annual feasts, 
her love of cooking and a strong 
ethnic identity, are deeply 
etched into Carolina’s personal 
character.

As a young teen she used to 
volunteer to answer the rectory 
phone, while her mother Olga 
prepared meals for the parish 
priests.

Later she joined the Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel’s fundraising 
committee as a young adult to 
help raise money for the festi-
vals, the annual dinner-dance 
and purchase prizes and co-
ordinated several events.  As a 
committee member she fi nan-
cially supported the summer 
camp and the alumni basket-

ball games every year. 
“Times have changed. This 

used to be a wealthy parish but 
today it needs funds to contin-
ue operating and if it wasn’t for 
the volunteers it would be suf-
fering,” she said.

She praised the new pas-
tor, Fr. Jonathan Morris, for re-
energizing the church and for 
tackling its many restoration 
projects. “Everybody loves him, 
the parish has embraced him,” 
Carolina said.

But she also has fond memo-
ries of an earlier church leader, 
Monsignor John Ruvo, who 
married her and Baptized her 
daughter and son.

Her grandparents settled 
on Hoffman Street when they 
fi rst arrived from Italy. A few 
years later the family moved to 
Hughes Avenue to a house that 
is still occupied by a member of 
her family - an aunt.

In 2010 her husband, George 

Mazzone, who she had known 
her entire life, was diagnosed 
with brain cancer. The former 
manager of Northend Liquors 
passed away two years later.

The now single mom bought 
a business on Arthur Avenue at 
East 189th Street, Mugzs Sports 
Bar, a popular watering hole for 
crowds coming from the Ford-
ham University campus, and 
just recently, along with her 
brother Ralph, the head cook 
at Enzo’s in Morris Park, pur-
chased the top-rated G&R Deli 
on Williamsbridge Road.

The delicatessen specializes 
in freshly made Italian prod-
ucts.

“When I grew up, my mother 
and grandmother made every-
thing fresh. We never ate out. 
They taught me how to cook the 
Italian way,” Carolina said.

G&R Deli makes all its food 
old-world Italian. The deli is 
known for its eggplant parme-

san, home made sausage, ravio-
li, roast beef and mozzarella, as 
well as countless other items.

Now that Carolina, who lives 
in Pelham Parkway, has an in-
terest in Morris Park she al-
ready has helped collect money 
for the annual holiday lights 
and is planning a merchant-
sponsored car show.

In her spare time she coach-
es her daughter’s junior varsity 
softball team. 

CAROLINA DI FUCCIA
A strong ethnic identity is etched into her character
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MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:  

�� Free Adult Group Exercise Classes  
�� New Cardio Fitness Equipment  
�� Indoor and Outdoor Pool! 
�� Supervised Child Watch 
�� Y Fit Start: A free 12-week program of  

individual exercises designed for new and 
returning participants  

With state-of-the-art equipment, lively group exercise classes, refreshing swimming pools and soothing saunas, you’ll find your workout at the Y.  
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Congratulations
To The Bronx Times

25 Influential Women of 2017
Thank You For All Your Hard Work

And Dedication To The Bronx

Borough President
Ruben Diaz Jr.
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T
o Josephine Fanelli 
teaching has never been 
a job - it’s always been a 
vocation.

Like many teachers, she ar-
rives early and leaves late to 
fulfi ll her dedication to her stu-
dents.

The seeds of hard work, dedi-
cation, respect and love for fam-
ily were instilled in Josephine by 
her parents, Anna and Giuseppe 
Arcuri, both Italian immigrants, 
who also stressed the impor-
tance of a thorough education.

As early as grammar school 
she felt the call to volunteer at 
school events, as well as tutor-
ing younger students. After Our 
Lady of the Assumption School 
she went on to continue extra-
curricular activities at St. Cath-
arine Academy.

In 1993 Josephine married 
John Fanelli, going on to have 
two children: Stephanie, who 
attends NYU Dental School and 

John Joseph, who attends Man-
hattanville College where he 
plays baseball. She nurtured her 
children to exhibit the same val-
ues she was taught, especially 
the commitment to help others.

An Education degree from St. 
John’s University and a Graduate 
degree from Mercy College in 
School Building Leadership pre-
pared her for a 13-year tenure at 
St. Raymond Elementary School 
teaching the middle grades.

While raising her family the 
Country Club resident accepted 
a substitute teaching position at 
St. Theresa School. Over the next 
nine years she assumed more 
responsibility and was named 
to her current post as principal 
in 2007.

Under her guidance the 
school’s student population has 
grown to 450. “I’m optimistic the 
2017-18 school term will reach 
close to 500 students based on 
preliminary interest,” she said.

“The school’s  popularity is 
the culmination of hard work, 
reputation and, of course, our 
fantastic staff,” Josephine said 
proudly.

In 2002 she became more in-
volved in the Forum of Italian 
American Educators, FIAME, 
by joining its board. Josephine 
is currently serving as the or-
ganization’s current president. 
Her two-year reign will soon 
end.

She plans to remain on the 
board. The annual dinner-
dance draws over 500 guests 
and the revenue it produces is 
used to fund cultural events and 
provides seven scholarships to 
young Italian Americans pre-
paring to go to college.

She is putting the fi nishing 
touches to the upcoming St. 
Theresa Feast, which has been 
moved up on the calendar so it 
occurs while the school’s fami-
lies have not yet left on vaca-

tions.
Many of the new activities 

will be geared towards parish 
youngsters in the school gym. 
Entertainment includes face 
painting, Skeet Ball and ‘Kid-
dieLand’. “Every night differ-
ent activities will be featured. 
We want the feast to be a family 
event,” Josephine said. 

Josephine has been twice 
recognized by the Who’s Who of 
American Teachers, FIAME and 
the Chippewa Democratic Club.

JOSEPHINE FANELLI
Believes teaching is not a job - it’s a vocation
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We are proud of you and we love you.

Mary H. Murray
Your Daughters: Michele Pratt and Veronica Keyes

Your Grandchildren: Renznick II, Tashay, Jalisa, Jvon, Kyanna, Jmaal, Jaire
Your Great Grandchildren: Shawn and Aniyah

Congratulations
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B
ernadette Ferrara, 
when she was a single 
mom, made a promise 
to return to the Bronx 

neighborhood where she grew 
up and commit her available 
time to its betterment.

In 1994, after a 16-year ab-
sence, she returned to her par-
ent’s home, which she eventu-
ally purchased, and saw that 
the Van Nest neighborhood 
of which she had such fond 
memories was under siege and 
needed like-minded people to 
band together to save it from 
further deterioration.

Her family had called the 
area “home” for over 70 years 
and even witnessed the con-
struction of St. Dominic’s 
Church, the center of all activ-
ity at that time.

The historic Village of Van 
Nest, with its sequence of pres-
ident-named streets, once con-

tained the gateway to the for-
mer 19th century Morris Park 
Racetrack.

Bernadette has served on 
Community Board 11 for eight 
years, staying informed about 
the various projects that come 
Van Nest’s way.

The Van Nest Neighborhood 
Alliance was started in 2010, 
replacing another organization 
that had withered away due to 
a leadership void.

In its short history the VNNA 
has had a dramatic impact on 
the area’s quality of life, Berna-
dette said.

The organization has se-
cured almost one and a half 
million dollars from its elected 
offi cials to design and reno-
vate Van Nest Park, renamed 
the park for local fallen hero 
Chief James A. Romito, worked 
with the Bronx Department of 
Transportation to create a pe-

destrian space near the park 
as part of the White Plains 
Road Beautifi cation Project, 
and participates and supports 
Memorial Day and Veterans 
Day ceremonies at the Van 
Nest War Memorial.

Bernadette and her dedi-
cated VNNA board have add-
ed speed bumps on Van Nest 
Avenue, secured a bank for 
the area, pressured the postal 
service to keep its post offi ce 
open, acquired school zone/
speed reduction signs for St. 
Dominic’s School, increased 
auxiliary police patrols, had 
catch basins cleaned, forced 
the MTA to cleanup the Transit 
12 property on Adams Street, 
with the help of Senator Jeff 
Klein sealed vacant properties, 
removed graffi ti and the list of 
accomplishments goes on and 
on.

Bernadette and another 

VNNA member, Joann Terral-
onge, completed the 14-week 
Citizens Police Academy Pro-
gram in 2011.

She attended Parsons School 
for Design and the Fashion In-
stitute of Technology, and is a 
designer by trade. She was an 
instructor at Lehman College 
and is currently a freelance de-
signer.

There’s a new sheriff in town 
- and her name is Bernadette - 
who along with her devoted 
VNNA deputies are making 
sure that no one abuses their 
small corner of the Bronx.

BERNADETTE FERRARA
Protecting her Van Nest Neighborhood from predators
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CCongratulations to the   

BBronx Times’  
225 Influential 

WWomen of 2017  
PParticuullarly  mmy wife,   

RRoberta Gjonaj  

New York State Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj 

80th Assembly District 
 

1126 Pelham Parkway South 
Bronx, NY 10461 

718-409-0109 

“You can only get out of a community, that which 
you put into it.” 
-Mark Gjonaj 

 

Paid for by New Yorkers for Mark Gjonaj 
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L
ourdes Gamez was work-
ing a cushy job in the 
marketing department 
at the History Channel 

when she had to hire a clown for 
her second child’s birthday par-
ty. After watching the clown’s 
performance, she approached 
the kiddie entertainer and said, 
“Teach me how to be a clown.”

She thought to herself, “I 
can stay home and raise my 
two children and entertain on 
weekends,”

And for the next nine years, 
starting in 2004, she was known 
to the world as ‘Loopsy Loo, the 
Clown’ each weekend, doing as 
many as six parties every Sat-
urday. “It was very exhausting 
being a children’s entertainer, 
always in character, painting 
faces and blowing up balloons”, 
she recalled.

Tired of party hopping, and 
armed with a Management De-
gree and Masters in Early Edu-

cation she turned her sights on 
teaching, but she found it too 
restrictive and 21 days later 
gave up the position and decid-
ed to open a party room.

Lourdes leased a spot in Pel-
ham Bay and called it Confetti. 
The space would be utilized for 
parties of 50 or less on Saturday 
and Sundays, for birthday and 
baby shower celebrations, and 
from Monday through Friday it 
offered an after school home-
work club from 2:30 to 6 p.m. for 
parents that worked or were un-
able to help their children learn 
due to language problems.

The Country Club resident 
then launched a series of pro-
grams: Confetti Tots, a Mommy 
and Me program; Teen Nite, a 
free support group for teens; 
Confetti Summer Fun!, a 6-week 
Summer Camp program; Cake 
Decorating Classes for Tweens 
and Mommy Mixers.

Confetti’s popularity soared 

when she introduced her pop-
ular Paint Parties. Adults and 
children learned to create mas-
terpieces on canvas that they 
could take home. Her most re-
cent Paint With Santa party was 
a ‘sold out’ event where chil-
dren painted in their pajamas, 
decorated cookies for Santa, 
and made their own reindeer 
food with their parents.

This past summer she 
teamed up with the Ice House 
to introduce Free Hugs Day to 
create awareness of the high 
veteran suicide rate.

Lourdes offers classes in 
Yoga, Adult Bollywood and 
Belly Dancing in response to 
the borough president’s #Not62 
program.

Confetti has hosted several 
open mic nights in collabora-
tion with well-known Bronx 
poets.

Her after school class now 
includes a gardening program 

where her students learn how 
to grow their own vegetables.

Lourdes received the Bronx 
Business Award from the NYC 
Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce for her leadership and 
tireless efforts for the commu-
nity, a Certifi cate of Merit from 
Senator Ruben Diaz and a Cer-
tifi cate of Appreciation from 
Borough President Ruben Diaz, 
Jr. for her contributions to the 
Bronx.

LOURDES GAMEZ
Creating a multi-use space that benefits the family
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6

New York State Assembly Member

Michael R. Benedetto
82nd District

2017
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R
oberta Gjonaj is a dedi-
cated school nurse, 
bridging the time when 
a child is in school, away 

from parents, but still in caring 
hands.

The Morris Park resident, 
who originally hails from Chi-
cago, Illinois, moved to the 
Bronx shortly after meeting her 
husband-to-be, Mark Gjonaj.

“Our families knew each 
other even though we lived 
miles apart. My brother was 
close friends with Mark and we 
ended up attending many simi-
lar functions and eventually 
met at a wedding in Chicago,” 
she recalled.

Roberta is a Registered Nurse 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Nursing and Health earned at 
the College of Mount St. Vin-
cent in Riverdale.

Her dedication and expe-
rience in public and private 
schools has made nursing her 

passion.
“Every school has its own 

medical room where a student’s 
medications are kept,” she ex-
plained. “The nurse’s respon-
sibilities include diabetes man-
agement and testing,  holding 

on to a student’s asthmatic 
pump, and dispensing various 
medications as required, such 
as epilepsy siezure drugs and 
allergy medicines.”

The nurse’s other respon-
sibility is to notify a parent or 

guardian if illness requires a 
student to be signed-out for the 
day, or if a child is injured in the 
building or in the schoolyard. 
Highly-allergic bee stings can 
cause a sudden medical emer-
gency and the nurse must be 
ready for the unexpected.

“If a child has a broken arm 
or leg, I communicate with the 
physician and the teachers to 
approve that student’s return 
and participation in activities,” 
she said.

Roberta started her career in 
2010 at St. Anthony School on 
Matilda Avenue and has also 
worked at St. Mary Star of the 
Sea on City Island and St. Fran-
ces de Chantal in Throggs Neck, 
before taking on the position at 
P.S. 175 on City Island in 2013. 

Roberta advocates for many 
health programs such as Learn-
ing Leader NYC, which ad-
dresses learning abilities, the 
healthy eating program Healthy 

Options and Physical Activities 
and Stop Bullying Now. 

She sits on the Bronx board of 
VISIONS, an organization that 
serves the visually impaired.

She also takes great pleasure 
in accompanying non-English 
speaking Albanian immigrants 
to their doctor visits.

Her greatest achievement is 
her family, her sons Nicholas 
and Joseph and her marriage to 
Mark for over 23 years.

ROBERTA GJONAJ
Dedicated to the well-being of our school children
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Roberta advocates for 

many health programs 

such as Learning Leader 

NYC, which addresses 

learning abilities, the 

healthy eating program 

Healthy Options and 

Physical Activities and 

Stop Bullying Now.

25
2013

INFLUENTIAL
BRONX

Paid for and authorized by Crowley for Congress

Stephen B. Kaufman, PC
Attorney-At-Law
3397 E. Tremont Ave, Bx, NY 10461
718-822-0500

Congratulations
to all of this year’s honorees, especially

Sara Bonizio
Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq.

Roberta Gjonaj
Karen Rauhauser Nani
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The Metro Center Atrium is an exciting 370,000 SF mixed-use complex in the Bronx featuring a 125-room Marriott 
Residence Inn, LA Fitness Center and 200,000 SF of Class A offi ce space • Ideal location for medical practices with 5 
major hospitals less than a mile away • Convenient access to major highways • Manhattan less than 20 minutes away

View our digital brochure at www.hutchmetrocenter.com 

We Salute

The 25 Bronx Influential
Women For 2017 

And Congratulate

Dana Carotenuto Rico
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K
erry A. Lee, the Associ-
ate Director of Devel-
opment at Montefi ore 
Medical Center, has 

never been shy about persuad-
ing corporations to buy into 
programs she believes in.

All those years working in 
the media fi eld and for not-
for-profi ts provided her with 
unique skills that makes the 
Bronx’ largest healthcare pro-
vider a better place.

After receiving her under-
graduate degree in Communi-
cation, with a minor in Gen-
eral Business at Manhattan 
College, she earned a Master of 
Business Administration, with 
a concentration in Manage-
ment at Mercy College.

Highlights of Kerry’s career 
leading up to her current posi-
tion included a six-year stint as 
a very successful Account Ex-
ecutive at Gannett Company’s, 

The Journal News, winning 
sales honors by exceeding rev-
enue goals, and participated 
in the Dale Carnegie Training 
to strengthen her leadership, 

communication and interper-
sonal skills; was an event man-
ager, led a team that called on 
prospective alumni donors and 
stewarded scholarship dol-
lars for Mercy College; worked 
as an events recruiter for the 
American Cancer Society; and 
directed 80% of online busi-
ness for advertising operations 
at AT&T.

At Montefi ore Medical Cen-
ter she garners new relation-
ships to promote the great 
work the hospital is doing.

“I deal with the philan-
thropic side of the hospital, 
sharing its great success sto-
ries, which I translate into do-
nations,” she said.

When she attended St. 
Catharine Academy, the girls 
were told that careers in teach-
ing, nursing and as secretaries 
awaited them, but Kerry knew 
she wanted to do more.

By culling corporate rela-
tionships using proprietary 
strategies, she develops pro-
posals for prospective sponsor-
ships and gifts that bring joy 
to the patients going through 
tough medical protocols at the 
hospital.

The Children’s Hospital at 
Montefi ore (CHAM) is one the 
recipients of the many of the 

donations Kerry collects.
She is currently working on 

a New York Yankee event for 
late June and recently wrapped 
up a child abuse golf outing for 
the children’s hospital.

Kerry is a member of the 
Association of Fundraising 
Professionals, The Coalition 
Against Child Abuse and Ne-
glect, the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society and the Women 
of Woodlawn, where she is 
involved in fundraising to en-
hance her community through 
historical and educational pro-
grams.

KERRY A. LEE
Delivering the good news to perspective corporate donors
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“I deal with the philan-

thropic side of the hospi-

tal, which I translate into 

donations.”

KERRY A. LEE

Congratulations to

Frances A. Rodriguez
Recipient of The Bronx Times 2017 25 Bronx Infl uential Women Award

Your dedication and commitment to providing high quality services
to the families and youth at the Roberto Clemente State Park

and South Bronx Job Corp is laudable.

Best Wishes to all Notable Honorees.

Xavier Rodriguez, Anna G. Colon and The Moroni family
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Congratulations to our 

President / CEO 

YASMIN CRUZ-OTERO
For being honored as a 

2017 Bronx Influential Woman  

Marketing  |  Event Planning  |  Promotional Branding 
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YASMIN CRUZ-OTERO
Congratulations on this recognition!
You’ve been influential to our company
for over 10 years! – The Crescent Team

Crescent Consulting provides AA/EEO compliance
management and consulting services.

Crescent Companies is comprised of three divisions:

Crescent Building Services specializes in Site Safety 
Management of Construction Projects and Local Law 11 
Safety Oversight. 

Crescent Energy assists in implementing Energy Cost
Savings programs to achieve specified Energy goals.
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M
elissa Libran was 
just born in 1974, 
as Hip Hop was 
bringing its excit-

ing music to the streets of the 
Bronx, but that hasn’t stopped 
her from embracing the music 
genre, preserving its roots and 
celebrating its early pioneers 
for future generations to en-
joy through her not-for-profi t, 
Windows of Hip Hop, Inc.

“My mom introduced me to 
Motown, Doo-Wop, Salsa and 
Disco, especially Harold Mel-
ville and the Bluenotes, at an 
early age,” she said, adding, 
“From there I eventually dis-
covered Hip Hop.”

In the 1970s the Bronx was 
in disarray, Melissa recounted, 
who grew up in the Tremont 
section of the borough. “The 
devastation was everywhere, 
we thought that it was normal, 
but then Hip Hop artists came 
along and spread their positive 

message of a better world.”
She proudly points to Grand 

Master Nellie Mel who had a 
role in writing ‘Rappers De-
light’, the #1 Hip Hop song of 
all time, according to Rolling 
Stone Magazine, as a perform-
ing artist that portrayed posi-
tive values.

She, along with Borough 
President Ruben Diaz, Jr., and 
Councilwoman Vanessa Gib-
son, have been busy highlight-
ing the Bronx’ role in creating 

yet another music style. The 
borough is already credited as 
the originator of Doo-Wop and 
Salsa.

She hopes to one day build 
the fi rst Hip Hop Educational 
Campus.

This past June 8 a celebra-
tion was held to commemo-
rate the naming of Hip Hop 
Boulevard, just outside 1640 
Sedgwick Avenue, where Hip 
Hop originated. The day was 
designated Global Hip Hop 
Day. Remy Ma and Fat Joe per-
formed at the event that was 
sponsored by WOHH and Hot 
97.

Melissa spent ten years 
working in the residential 
treatment fi eld, before focus-
ing all her energy on Hip Hop. 
Her husband holds down the 
household as she pursues her 
passion.

Melissa attended Academy 
of Mount St. Ursula and earned 

a BA in Business from Boricua 
College.

She served on Community 
Board 6 for three years and 
received awards from Council 
members Rafael Salamanca 
and Andy King for community 
service.

The day of recognition has 
come for Hip Hop, Melisa said, 
quoting Borough President 
Diaz, “We should be proud of 
it.”

MELISSA LIBRAN
Celebrating a Bronx-inspired music genre: Hip Hop
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“My mom introduced me 

to Motown, Doo-Wop, 

Salsa and Disco, especial-

ly Harold Melville and the 

Bluenotes, at an early age. 

From there I eventually 

discovered Hip Hop.”

MELISSA LIBRAN

Please Visit Us Online To View 
Our Spectacular 37th Season!
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A
na Melendez was born 
to be an advocate.

The Brooklyn-
raised organizer was 

caught in what seemed like an 
inescapable life of poverty that 
appeared earmarked for public 
housing, a future that was not 
part of the plan she had envi-
sioned for herself.

When the Welfare Agency 
insisted she get a job instead of 
going to school, her advocacy 
quickly kicked-in, ‘How am I 
supposed to get out of poverty 
if I don’t better myself?”

While attending school she 
learned basic offi ce and com-
puter skills and soon landed 
a position as an Entitlements 
Advocate for the Fifth Avenue 
Committee at the age of 26.

After several years with 
CAMBA, Church Avenue Mer-
chants Business Association, 
she won a housing lottery and 

relocated to the Morrisania 
area.

“My mom was a single par-
ent and I hoped to be a success 
one day to help her.  My friend 

and I used to share our dreams. 
She wanted to be a doctor and 
I was going to be a lawyer, be-
cause lawyers had all the an-
swers. Years later I ran into 
my friend’s mom, who told me 
that her daughter had become 

a phsycian and that made me 
think, ‘What happened to my 
plan?’”

At that point she put her 
career on an advocacy trajec-
tory. “I didn’t want any job, it 
had to be a job that helped a 
community.”

She now works for Nos Que-
damos where she can fulfi ll 
her pastoral mission.

The organization’s ac-
claimed Melrose development 
preserved 15 green spaces from 
Brook Avenue to East 158th 
Street.

“It was important to pre-
serve these open spaces. These 
community gardens are cul-
tural incubators. Now that the 
area is rebuilt it’s important 
they tell the story of its cultural 
past.”

The community knows how 
important these gardens are. 
The proceeds from these gar-

dens further urban farming 
ventures and farmers markets, 
she explained.

The gardens are good for 
programming, bringing to-
gether the residents to teach 
them the benefi ts of locally-
sourced produce.

As Ana’s career continues to 
blossom she said she will never 
forget the woman who saw her 
ability as an advocate or to the 
many other mentors that gave 
her an opportunity because 
they saw something special in 
her.

ANA MELENDEZ
Her advocacy career blossoms under Nos Quedamos
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“It was important to pre-

serve these open spaces. 

These community gardens 

are cultural incubators. 

Now that the area is rebuilt 

it’s important they tell the 

story of its cultural past.”

ANA MELENDEZ

Congratulations

K erry!
Wishing you all the best as you continue to

advance your career and make a
huge difference in the world!

From your friends at the
Office of Development
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BRONX-LEBANON HOSPITAL CENTER 
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM

Milagros Baez O’Toole
Assistant Secretary of our Board of Trustees 

On Her Recognition as one of the 

25 Bronx Influential Women of 2017
It’s an Honor That is Certainly Well Deserved

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS

John R. Colón, Chairman
Cristina Toosie, Vice Chairman/Secretary
Rita DiMartino, Assistant Secretary
Milagros Baez O’Toole, Assistant Secretary

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBERS

Rose Robles Birtley
Ricardo R. Fernández, PhD
Barbara A. Lowe, RN, MPH
Joseph Nedlin
Harvey Newman
Joseph Semidei
Minto L. Soares

PRESIDENT & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Miguel A. Fuentes, Jr.

Congratulates
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C
arolyn Murphy, the 
Chief Marketing Of-
fi cer of the six-branch 
Country Bank, has a 

passion for helping others.
She joined the board of the 

family-owned bank in 2002 
and through the marketing 
position she took in 2005, has 
elevated the fi nancial institu-
tion’s commitment to actively 
participate in the communities 
they serve. Her career in mar-
keting has spanned 35 years.

Her ability to foster long-
lasting customer and commu-
nity relations and her under-
standing of the needs of each 
client has contributed signifi -
cantly to the growth of Coun-
try Bank.

Carolyn’s father Joseph, 
who hailed from Inwood, and 
her Irish-born mother, began 
their young marriage raising a 
son and daughter in the Bronx, 

before moving to New Jersey, 
where she was born. She now 
resides in Westchester.

The bank has two Bronx 
branches: Riverdale and Wood-
lawn, serving neighborhoods 
where the family has its roots.

Through all the changes in 
the banking industry Country 
Bank has successfully retained 
all its core values while main-
taining its growth, and Caro-
lyn is the corporate asset that 
anchors those traditions.

Carolyn plays an active 
role in supporting and giv-
ing back to local communities 
where the bank has a presence 
through sponsorships and vol-
unteerism.

She serves as a member 
of the Board of Directors for 
numerous organizations in-
cluding the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce, Willow Towers As-
sisted Living in New Rochelle, 
the Boy Scouts of America and 
Iona College.

After the tragic loss of her 
brother to diabetes the family 
has been very active in fund-
raising for the Juvenile Diabe-
tes Foundation, dedicated the 
Christopher T. Murphy Audi-
torium at Iona College, where 
they have refurbished other 
facilities including Mazzella 
Field, and contributed to the 
Naomi Berrie Diabetes Cen-
ter at Columbia-Presbyterian 

Hospital.
She attended Syracuse Uni-

versity and received a BS in 
Retail Management in 1984. In 
addition she earned a MBA in 
Marketing from Iona College.

She has a passion for the 
outdoors and enjoys traveling. 
Carolyn is an active skier, an 
above average tennis player 
and can be found relaxing on 
a sunny beach reading an en-
thralling novel. Her love for 
camping, biking and hiking 
has drawn her to visit many of 
our beautiful national parks.

CAROLYN MURPHY
An ability to foster long-lasting community relations
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Carolyn plays an ac-

tive role in supporting 

and giving back to local 

communities where the 

bank has a presence, 

through sponsorships 

and volunteerism.

Elias’ Cinco De Mayo congratulates

Ana M elendez
from We Stay/Nos Quedamos

for her achievements

We are thankful for the community’s support! 
In appreciation we are offering… 
Buy One Get One FREE Chicken

or Pork Burritos or Quesadillas 
EVERYDAY from 2pm—Closing

 

837 Washington Avenue 
(In front of the 42nd Precinct @ 160th Street) 

Bronx, New York 10451

INCLUDES:

Car WashPelham Bay MCAMCAPelham Bay
FULL SERVICE 

CAR WASH

SUPER

Congratulations To All The Honorees
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To One Of The Most Important
And Beautiful Women In Our Lives

D ana Rose Carotenuto Rico
ChIef-of-Staff For Senator Jeff Klein

“Aunt Dee”

Daughter, Daughter In Law, Granddaughter
Sister, Sister In-Law, Aunt, Godmother,

Niece, Cousin, and Friend
Wife

“No Matter Who You Are In Our Lives
You Have Always Been Infl uential”

Love...
Dad, Mom, Gina, Frankie, Francesca,

Uncle Nick, Aunt Erma, Nicole and David, 

Uncle Gigi, Robert, Todd

Uncle Nick, Anthony, Jessica and Russ

Aunt Millie, Aunt Martha,
Patty, Debbie, Anna, Jackie

Lucille
Josh

“We Are All So Proud Of You!

Grandma and Aunt Lea
Are Always Watching Over You!”
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W
hen Mary H. Mur-
ray’s mom told her 
to “get a job”, the 
young mother im-

mediately found someone to 
watch her children and started 
working. That strict ‘old-fash-
ioned’ upbringing makes Mary 
the woman and the mother she 
is today.

Mary, a no-nonsense per-
son, was born in Oglethorpe, 
Georgia and raised in Miami, 
Florida. As a young woman she 
dreamed of travelling the world 
and eagerly joined her brother 
Curtis, an airman, as he was 
transferred from Baltimore, to 
Long Island and New York City, 
eventually locating herself in 
the Bronx at 165th Street and 
Grand Concourse.

In 1967 she landed employ-
ment with the New York State 
Court System, and was trans-
ferred to Bronx Surrogate Court 
as a clerk in 1990. She is now in 

charge of Guardianships.
“I love the idea of helping 

people through this very com-
plex process,” Mary said.

At 80-years-old she contin-
ues to make the two-hour trip 
from her north Bronx home to 
the Bronx Courthouse every 
day using three different bus-
es.

Sometimes in the morn-
ing she’ll reward herself with 
a tasty mouth-watering raisin 
bran muffi n from the Court 
Deli.

She has been a faithful mem-
ber at First Corinthian Baptist 
Church in Harlem since 2005, 
where she now serves as an or-
dained deacon.

Mary recently celebrated 
her mom, Katie Tookes, 100th 
birthday with all seven of her 
siblings, ranging in age from 
66 through 85, who still reside 
in Miami. Mary is widowed 
and has two adult daughters 
Michele Pratt and Veronica 
Keyes, seven grandchildren 
and two great grandchildren.

In 2014 she received a Cer-
tifi cate of Recognition for lon-
gest tenure within the Unifi ed 
Court System. The Honorable 
Nelida Malave-Gonzalez rec-
ognized her for 47 years of ser-
vice during the Unifi ed Court 
System’s 100th anniversary 
celebration.

On May 4, 2017 she received 
the Certifi cate of Distinc-
tion from the Gender Fairness 

Committee, 12th Judical Dis-
trict. On May 5, 2017 Bronx 
Surrogate Court and the New 
York Court Clerk Association 
presented Mary a plague for 50 
years of service.

“I’m at a point in my life that 
I want to keep busy,” she said 
when asked about retiring.    

Retirement  seems to be out 
of the question for now!

MARY H. MURRAY
Loves helping people through the court’s complex process

2 5  B R O N X  I N F L U E N T I A L  W O M E N

At 80 years-old she 

continues to make the 

two-hour trip form her 

north Bronx home to the 

Bronx Courthouse every 

day using three different 

buses.

718-931-43352173 White Plains Road 
Just South of Pelham Pkwy.

OPEN
7 DAYS

We have been operating since 1978, 
offering quality products to those 
that desire organic, more  natural, 
gluten-free, and non GMO foods. 

Our vitamin and herb selection is 
extensive.  

Examples of lines stocked; New 
Chapter, Solgar, Bluebonnet, Twin 
Labs, Nature’s Way, Kal, Solaray, 
Country Life,  Herb Pharm.,  Gaia, 
Europharma, Natrol, Bach Flower, 

Life Extension. 

Even our herb selection becomes 
even greater when you take into ac-
count all the herbal teas offered. Its 

unmatched in the Bronx

Where there is always a sale

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE HONOREES
WE CARRY A FULL LINE FOR WOMEN’S HEALTH
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Congratulations
to the 25

Most Influential
Women of the

Bronx 20102017

Congratulations
 

Sara Bonizio
Metro Optics

Yasmin Cruz-Otero
Image Marketing, Inc.
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A
simple tap on the 
shoulder was the gen-
esis of a City Islander’s 
long-running tenure 

as editor-in-chief of the island’s 
quaint  monthly newspaper.

Karen Rauhauser Nani, a life-
long City Islander, affectionate-
ly referred to as a ‘clam digger’, 
attended the local elementary 
school, P.S. 17, and then Walton 
High School before receiving a 
BA and MA in Mathematics and 
Statistics at Hunter College.

Her career in pharmaceuti-
cals started with Pfi zer in Man-
hattan and continues today as 
a pharmaceutical consultant, 
providing the industry market-
to-market research.

In 1997 the paper’s retiring 
editor-in-chief, Sally MacPher-
son, hand picked her to head 
the dedicated volunteer news-
paper staff.

“Sally was moving back to 

Wisconsin, so when I saw her 
at church I asked, ‘Who’s taking 
over the paper?’ and she replied, 
‘You are,’” Karen recalled.

“The paper is still structured 

the way Sally ran it. Everybody 
has to be able to do multiple 
jobs. If there’s news to cover, 
just grab your camera and get 
over to the event,” she said add-
ing, “The position is not very 
glamorous.”

“I’m grateful for the people 
I’ve got on the staff, they’re all 

the best,” she said, pointing out 
they are lucky to have Barbara 
Dolensek, a published author 
who knows where the comas 
go, as a key writer.”

Besides her newspaper ac-
tivity, Karen served as a co-
president of the P.S. 175 PTA 
while her two sons, Roger and 
Mark, attended the school. 
Under her leadership the PTA 
raised funds to renovate the 
entire schoolyard. She also had 
the 45th Precinct help organize 
a Saturday morning basketball 
program run by volunteer po-
lice offi cers.

She is a lifelong member of 
Grace Episcopal Church and 
is currently a Sunday School 
teacher. Karen led the effort to 
restore the 168-year old church, 
including its historic Bolton 
window installed in 1865, one 
of the earliest ‘fi gured’ stained 
glass windows in the USA.

On the professional level 
she is a past president of the 
Healthcare Businesswomen’s 
Association.

Karen has been honored 
by the City Island Chamber of 
Commerce, Temple Beth-El and 
the 45th Precinct Community 
Council.

She has been married to 
Bronx-native Paul Nani for over 
35 years.

KAREN RAUHAUSER NANI
Stepped up to the plate to fill an important void
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Karen led the effort to 

restore the 168-year 

old church, including its 

historic Bolton window in-

stalled in 1865, one of the 

earliest ‘figured’ stained 

glass windows in the USA

Y
asmine Cruz, born and 
raised in the Bronx, was 
destined to try her hand 
at marketing from the 

age of 16.
The south Bronx resident 

started working at Salsa Cater-
ing as a teenager and in a short 
time started booking events 
and became the caterer’s mar-
keting manager. While in col-
lege she created a database for 
the company.

Salsa Catering exposed her 
to many Bronx marketing op-
portunities, so when a dean at 
Fordham University recom-
mended that she major in the 
fi eld, she knew it was the right 
subject for her and pursued a 
BA in Business Management, 
Marketing. She continued her 
education at Iona College and 
in 2005 obtained an MBA in 
Business.

Her mother and father were 
great inspirations - her mom 

graduated college after 10 years 
and had a successful banking 
career and her dad, just 4 cred-
its short from graduating col-
lege, sacrifi ced his degree so his 

wife could fi nish her degree.
Before creating her own 

marketing fi rm, Image Market-
ing Inc., she worked for several 
ad agencies, coordinating focus 
groups and designing ads for 
both print and TV advertising.

Yasmine loves a challenge 
and that is evident through her 

work with the Fordham Road  
and Westchester Square busi-
ness improvement districts.

For the Fordham Road BID 
she introduced Fordham First 
Fridays, a monthly promotion 
that connects seasonal themes 
to on-street customer activi-
ties, such as Back-To-School 
Blast-Off and the October Har-
vest Festival.

The Westchester Square BID 
has embraced many of Image 
Marketing’s concepts includ-
ing the re-branding of the pop-
ular Fair @ the Square. 

“Lisa Sorin, the BID direc-
tor, has allowed us the leeway 
to bring the company’s vision 
to the Square,” she said.

This year the Shopper’s 
Passport was fi lled with inter-
esting historical facts about 
Westchester Square going back 
to the Revolutionary War, and 
a mascot was launched named 
‘Wes’. 

She is a volunteer event coor-
dinator for her church, Our Sav-
iour Catholic Church, from the 
old neighborhood, for the past 
16 years.

She also dabbles in real es-
tate with Exit Realty on Allerton 
Avenue.

Yasmine lives with her hus-
band Adam Otero in Shore-
haven.

YASMINE CRUZ-OTERO
Putting her creativity to re-brand the Bronx
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“Lisa Sorin, the BID 

director, has allowed 

us the leeway to bring 

the company’s vision 

to the Square.”

YASMINE CRUZ
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M
ilagros Baez-O’Toole 
was born in San Ger-
man, Puerto Rico and 
came to NYC with her 

mother Elena Jusino in 1951.
She has been an active mem-

ber in civic affairs since 1965 and 
currently serves as Board Chair-
person of Acacia Network, Inc. 
and is a member of the Bronx 
Lebanon Hospital Center Advi-
sory Board.

Milagros is a founding mem-
ber of the 100 Hispanic Women 
National, Inc. where she has 
served as president and contin-
ues her active participation as 
President Emerita.

Her career in public service 
spanned over 35 years, working 
in both city and state govern-
ment.

Under Mayor Giuliani she was 
Deputy Commissioner of Admin-
istration for three agencies: De-
partment of Probation, Human 
Resources Administration and 

the Offi ce of General Services.
She oversaw fi scal budgets and 

funding as well as administrative 
management in areas related to 
information services and tech-
nology, internal audits, families 
management, records manage-
ment, fi scal/budget, manage-
ment analysis and planning, 
staff training and development, 
personnel, payroll and labor rela-
tions.

As deputy commissioner for 
New York State under Governor 
Mario Coumo she oversaw the 
management and administra-
tion of 50 NYS offi ce buildings 
throughout the state.

Her education includes a BA 
in Management of Human Re-
sources from NYU, the comple-
tion of the Advanced Public Man-
agement Program from Nelson 
A. Rockefeller College of Public 
Affairs and Policy, State Univer-
sity of New York and various spe-
cialized courses and certifi cate 

degrees.
Her professional affi liations 

include the American Asso-
ciation for Affi rmative Action, 
Building Owners Managers As-
sociation, Building Management 
Institute, International Facilties 
Managers Association and Na-
tional Association of State Facili-
ties Administrators.

Milagros’ community involve-
ment is extensive and constitutes 
a broad range of interests: Puerto 
Rican Family Institute, Bronx 
Addiction Services Integrated 
Concepts Systems, Inc., Center 
for Women in Government, NYC 
United Way, Committee for Mi-
nority Business Opportunities, 
Centroid Civico Hispano-Amer-
icano, Executive Committee on 
Minority and Women Business 
Development, Advisory Com-
mittee of Hispanic Information 
Telecommunications Network, 
and Somoza El Futuro Task Force 
Conference Planning Commit-

tee, to name a few.
Her work has been recognized 

by the Bronx Borough President, 
United Hospital Fund, NYS As-
sembly, Boy Scouts of America, 
Governor’s Offi ce for Hispanic 
Affairs, New York State Capital 
Police, Latino Center on Aging, 
Social Work Task Force, Somos 
Uno Legislative Task Force, Hud-
son Valley Magazine, Offi ce of 
General Sevices, Hispanic Politi-
cal Coalition of NYS and many, 
many more. 

Milagros lives in Riverdale and 
Columbia County, New York with 
her husband James. They have 
three children, six grandchildren 
and one grandchild.

MILAGROS BAEZ-O’TOOLE
An extensive resume of over 35 years in volunteerism
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D
ana Rose Carotenuto 
Rico is a born and 
bred Bronxite with 
a love for family, 

friends, and her community.     
Born to Vincent and Roseann 

in 1976, Dana has spent her life 
being the best she can be in her 
educational endeavors as well 
as her professional ones. She is 
a proud graduate of St. Frances 
de Chantel School, Cardinal 
Spellman High School, George-
town University School of For-
eign Service and Brooklyn Law 
School. 

Although receiving her Juris 
Doctorate, Dana always had a 
strong desire to help not only 
the community where she lives 
but all of the people of New 
York. She received that chance 
when she was hired by Senator 
Jeff D. Klein almost ten years 
ago. 

This opportunity allowed 
Dana to work with many great 

community leaders and facili-
tate life changing events for 
many of the Senator’s constit-
uents, from helping them ob-
tain citizenship, keeping their 
home in the face of foreclosure 
or even for helping one constit-
uent cut through bureaucratic 
red tape so he could obtain a 
new heart. 

She is proud that she was 
also instrumental in spear-
heading the Senator’s First 
Responder Appreciation BBQ  
after the tragic events of 9/11, 
helping organize the relief ef-
forts to assist the families vic-
timized by the earthquakes in 
Italy and working to launch the 
Senator’s unique job program - 
Bronx HIRE.

Yet, with her legal back-
ground, Dana knew she could 
and had to do more and slow-
ly began rising through the 
ranks of Senator Klein’s offi ce 
to eventually become his Chief 

of Staff . With his support and 
guidance, Dana has been in-
strumental in crafting legis-
lation to protect New Yorkers 
from unscrupulous banking 
practices that left many in the 
Bronx and the state close to 
losing their American Dream – 
their home. 

Dana has been privileged 
to be one four ‘women’ in the 
room negotiating the NYS 
Women’s Equality Agenda and 
has been one of the lead negoti-
ators for Senator Klein and the 
Independent Democratic Con-
ference on Paid Family Leave 
in New York State. 

She has authored dozens of 
reports highlighting issues fac-
ing New Yorkers today and has 
crafted numerous pieces of leg-
islation for the Senator with the 
hopes of making life just a little 
bit better for all New Yorkers.

Never one to take a break, 
Dana has focused her efforts 

this year on assisting the Bronx 
Veteran’s Parade Committee 
in working to ensure that all 
Bronxites come out to enjoy the 
parade. 

Dana recently became a 
fi rst time aunt and godmother 
thanks to her amazing sister 
Gina and wonderful brother–
in-law Frankie, bringing her 
beautiful niece Francesca Rose 
Trotta into this world in 2014. 
This moment was only topped 
by her marriage to the love of 
her life and best friend, Joshua 
Rico, who she married in 2014. 

DANA ROSE CAROTENUTO RICO
A burning desire to help the people of New York State
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White Plains Road
Business Improvement District

White Plains Road BID Is Conveniently Located On White Plains Road Between Pelham 
Parkway And Brady Avenue And Is Easily Reached By Bus And The #2 And #5 IRT Train 

Small Town Shopping Atmosphere
Walking distance to
The Bronx Zoo and
Botanical Gardens

Easy To Reach By #2 And 
#5 Train With Bus Service 

And Street Taxi Stand

Diner, Fast Food Restaurants. 
Sit Down Pizza Parlor, Family 

Sized Restaurants

Major size Health Food 
Store. Bx Sport Store

Children and adult clothing 
stores. CVS and Rite Aid 

department stores

All major Cell Phone 
stores and much,

much more

Congratulations To All The Honorees

BX
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T
amara Rivera has been 
a labor and commu-
nity activist for over 20 
years. She began her 

career in 1994 as a trainee of 
Nontraditional Employment 
for Women (NEW). 

Upon her graduation from 
NEW, Tamara gained mem-
bership into the New York City 
and Vicinity District Council of 
Carpenters, where she quickly 
became an active and engaged 
member of the union.  

Tammy was eager to take on 
leadership roles, becoming a 
Shop Steward for the union in 
2001 and serving as an instruc-
tor for NEW from 2003 to 2010. 
In 2009, Tammy was hired as a 
District Council Organizer. 

With this appointment, 
Tammy became the fi rst female 
organizer for the NYC Carpen-
ters Union. As a staff member, 
Tammy remains an active and 
committed advocate for the 

union and its membership. 
She is involved in the Dis-

trict Council’s Women’s Com-
mittee, mentoring sisters in 
the union.

In addition to her work with 
the union, Tammy is also a 
leading voice within the com-
munity, serving on Manhat-
tan Community Board 12 for 
seven years. 

Tammy has spent her career 
working to provide people with 
greater economic opportunity 
and continues to strive for the 
advancement of communities 
across New York City. 

In 2017 she was awarded a 
Women of Distinction honor 
from the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce. 

(Right) Tamara Rivera (r) pictured receiv-
ing an award from the Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce.

TAMARA RIVERA
First female organizer for the NYC Carpenters Union
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F
rances Ann Rodriguez 
unwittingly started on a 
career path at the age of 
19 when she took a begin-

ners swim class and a lifeguard 
class at Bronx Community Col-
lege while obtaining her Associ-
ates Degree in Health Education 
and Community Service. Her 
swimming instructor recom-
mended Frances for a waterfront 
director’s position at an upstate 
summer camp run by the South 
Bronx Job Corps Academy, where 
she would work for 15 years as a 
Counselor and Business Com-
munity Liaison. 

She also voluntarily served as 
the Equal Rights Opportunity 
Offi cer for staff and students for 
11 years. 

After receiving her Bachelors 
Degree in Psychology from Ford-
ham University and a Masters 
Degree in Business Management 
from Minot University she even-
tually went to work at the ‘fi rst ur-

ban state park’. Her aquatic and 
management expertise made her 
a perfect fi t.

At the age of 39, NYS Commis-
sioner Bernadette Castro named 
the former Bronxite director of 
the Roberto Clemente State Park, 
making her the fi rst Latina at the 
park to hold that title.

“The park is fi nally getting 
the attention it deserves and I’m 
thrilled to be a part of its recog-
nition,” she said. She pointed to 
the recent allocation of $30 mil-
lion for a new 2,200 linear foot 
waterfront esplanade to replace 
the structure destroyed by Hurri-
cane Sandy and the Major League 
Baseball Urban Youth Academy, 
which is 90% designed.

The park on Harlem River 
was slammed by the rising tides 
caused by Sandy, which sent 
three feet of river water and sew-
age across the below grade park-
land.

“Everything was gone,” she 

said.
The park’s resilient staff had 

the gym up and running in fi ve 
days, she said, but other areas of 
the park required extensive re-
pairs and now, 13 years after the 
storm, the park still needs a little 
more work to fully recover.

NYS Parks Commissioner 
Rose Harvey has prioritized the 
necessary funding to bring the 
park back to 100%.

“We’ve learned to build smart-
er to avoid this ever happening 
again,” she said. The Flood Zone 
‘A’ property now has all its electri-
cal closets and vehicles on higher 
ground and permeable pavers 
are being used to allow fl ood wa-
ters to recede much quicker. 

The state also allocated $20 
million to redo the pool and in-
stall a green roof over the gym.

Frances spearheaded Goya 
Foods’ donation of a statue of Ro-
berto Clemente to the park, mak-
ing it the fi rst statue of a Puerto 

Rican in both NYC and NYS.
The park is now 29 acres after 

the NYC transferred an unkempt 
4-acre adjoining parcel to the 
park.

Frances is a proud member 
of Grace Community Church, 
which has its main campus in 
Washingtonville, NY. She re-
cently participated in a church-
sponsored missionary trip to Ni-
caragua where the congregation 
attended to the health needs of 
2,000 residents. 

Frances credits her sister Ra-
chel for playing a phenomenal 
role in her life.

FRANCES ANN RODRIGUEZ
Pushed Roberto Clemente State Park’s Sandy recovery
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James E. McQuade, Owner

Family Owned & Operated
for over 50 years
3535 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-792-0270
www.schuylerhill.com

Congratulations
To all of this year’s honorees of the

Bronx Times 25 Bronx Infl uential Women

for over 60 years
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salguero ad

M
aria Rodriquez is a 
true advocate for 
the HIV community 
and at ARGUS Com-

munity Inc. she has focused on 
individual results for over 17 
years.

Even though Maria’s child-
hood stayed on a straight and 
narrow path while being raised 
on East 167th Street in the 
shadow of Yankee Stadium, the 
temptations to go astray, like 
many of her current clients, 
was very real, but for her fam-
ily’s positive support.

“I saw things going on in 
the Bronx that I didn’t want to 
be a part of when I was a teen. 
Today, I still work in the same 
community I grew up in and 
that is what motivates me to 
help others, by providing my 
clients the tools to take care of 
themselves,” she said.

Maria attended Cardinal 
Spellman High School. In 1998 

she graduated St. John’s Uni-
versity with Bachelor of Arts/
Psychology degrees. She earned 
a Masters in Public Administra-
tion at Metropolitan College of 
New York.

Her only bump in the road 
came when she had a baby girl at 
17. “Because of my family’s sup-

port I was able to avoid becom-
ing a statistic,” she recounted.

Maria rented an apartment 
in the same building her Ec-
uadorian immigrant parents 
lived so they could help raise 
her daughter, who is now 24 
and just completed her own 
Associate Degree, while she 
pursued her college education.

At ARGUS Community Inc. 
Maria developed a career of 
case management services, 
starting in 2000 with a client-
base of 30 to 35 HIV/AIDS par-
ticipants, which has increased 
to supervising a staff of 25 to 30, 
while working with over 300 cli-
ents a year in 2017.

As vice president of Care Co-
ordination Services she utilizes 
her expertise to provide client-
friendly services for the HIV/
AIDS, mental health, substance 
abuse and LGBTQ communities, 
and the formerly incarcerated.

“The Bronx HIV population 

is still growing due to drug 
abuse and poor health aware-
ness in minority populations, 
especially among women. Our 
goal is to keep the virus from 
spreading,” she shared.

Maria is a community advi-
sory board member of the Bronx 
Community Health Network 
Inc. since 2015, and a Master of 
Public Administration advisory 
board member at Metropolitan 
College of New York since 2016.

In August 2016 she received 
the Bronx Community Health 
Network Inc. Community Part-
ner Award.

MARIA RODRIGUEZ
A true advocate for the HIV/AIDS community
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M
elissa Salguero 
dreamed of teach-
ing in New York 
City, and when the 

opportunity presented itself, 
the Florida native grabbed it 
and her decision has brought 
music to our ears ever since. 

After obtaining a Bachelor’s 
Degree in  Music Education at 
the University of South Florida, 
relocating to the world’s most 
musically oriented city became 
Melissa’s fi rst career stop.

Music plays a signifi cant 
role through so many school 
subjects: history and science 
for instance, she explained.

“A single protest song can 
resonate through one decade 
after another,” Melissa said.

A lonely guitar greeted her 
when she was hired to teach 
music to the 4th, 5th, and 6th 
graders at P.S. 48, The Joseph E. 
Drake School in Hunts Point.

Since that day she has se-
cured over $150,000 in prize 
money for the expansion of 
the music program, which now 
boasts 75 students in the school 
band alone that has performed 
at the Bronx Day Parade and 
the Hunts Point Fish Parade 
and Summer Festival.

She was put at Drake to build 
a music program from scratch 
and her animated and energet-
ic personality did just that.

She immediately applied for 
a TV prize associated with the 
hit FOX television show Glee. 
The students danced and ex-
plained how they would use 
the prize money on the short 
YouTube video produced on a 
fl ip cell phone.

“The 2-minute video was a 
‘call to arms,’” she recalled. It 
was loved by the voting pub-
lic and the national contest 
earned the school the $50,000 

top prize, besting 500 other 
applicants.

With the winnings the 
school believed it had pur-
chased enough equipment to 
sustain the program for many 
years.

Unfortunately, the school 
was broken into two years lat-
er while it was on spring break 
and the music program suf-
fered over $30,000 in losses.

“Everything was destroyed 
or taken. We were in the mid-
dle of preparing our spring 
recital and the students were 
heartbroken. I reached out to 
friends and was able to borrow 
enough instruments to rebuild 
the program and the show went 
on,” she recalled proudly.

As a result of the incident 
the students penned a song 
and prepared a video ‘You’re 
Not Going to Tear Us Down, 
Because We Are Strong,’ 

Talk show host and come-
dian Ellen DeGeneres saw the 
music video and donated an-
other $50,000 to the music pro-
gram. 

The school has fi nished in 
the Educator Grammy Award 
quarter fi nals the last four 
years, but Melissa is confi dent 
that the committed Drake mu-
sic students will capture this 
award too, eventually.

MELISSA SALGUERO
Her talent has brought music to our ears
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“I saw things going on 

in the Bronx that I didn’t 

want to be part of when 

I was a teen. Today, I still 

work in the same com-

munity I grew up in and 

that is what motivates me 

to help others, by provid-

ing my clients the tools to 

take care of themselves.”

YASMINE CRUZ
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE HONOREES
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M
arlene Taylor, a pri-
mary care provider, 
has 27 years of ex-
perience working 

with the HIV and Hepatitis C 
populations.

She was appointed to the 
Montefi ore Medical Center’s 
Infectious Disease Clinic in 
2011 where she provides pri-
mary care to over 300 patients.

Her previous position was 
in the Special Services Clinic 
from the 1990s to 2010 at North 
General Hospital in central 
Harlem, where she treated pa-
tients suffering from the HIV 
epidemic.

Born in Philadelphia, PA, her 
father Marion moved his wife 
and seven children to the Polo 
Grounds Housing in the 1960s.

Her abilities in Mathematics 
and Science earned her a full 
scholarship to Fordham Uni-
versity, where she graduated 
with a Biology Degree. Her ed-

ucation continued at Colum-
bia University and NY Medi-
cal School’s graduate program 
in Cell Biology and Anatomy, 
earning her P.A.

Marlene has become one of 
the most experienced HIV and 
Hepatitis C providers in under-
served communities, includ-
ing Harlem, with many of her 
previous patients following her 
to MMC.

She is passionate about the 
importance of educating those 
where healthcare diversities 
exist.

The Riverdale resident 
has remained active in her 
non-denominational Harlem 
church which provides space 
for her mentorship program. 
She brings health profession-
als to the program named after 
her mom and another church 
member. The Taylor-Moses In-
stitute for Health Professionals 
urges students to shadow and 

partner with other profession-
als to promote encouragement 
in the medical fi eld.

In 2009 Marlene honored 
her choir-singing dad with a bi-
annual Marion Taylor Legacy 
Scholarship for a college student 
active in a Christian parish.

She’s received the 2014 Har-
lem Healers Award, The Heri-
tage Health - Community of 
Color Award, the 2012 City of 
Mt. Vernon STEM award for an 
Outstanding Women in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics and was 
honored at the 2016 African 
American Day Parade.

She was recognized by the 
Ambassador for Christ Inter-
national Outreach Ministry 
and Gateway Christian Center 
in 2014.

Marlene has two sons: 
Mark, who just graduated from 
Mount St. Michael Academy 
and will be attending Mount 

St. Vincent this fall, and Chris-
topher, 22, an English Litera-
ture Major who attends SUNY 
Plattsburgh

She attributes her accom-
plishments to her parents who 
instilled in their children the 
value of education, spirituality 
and commitment to commu-
nity.

MARLENE TAYLOR
Educating those where healthcare diversities exist
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C
arolyn Smith, a de-
scendant of an escaped 
slave that journeyed to 
Canada via the Under-

ground Railroad under the con-
ductorship of Harriet Tubman, 
has had a rewarding career as 
a laboratory technician and in 
communications.

Her career began in Buffalo, 
NY, at Roswell Park in the heath 
care industry after graduat-
ing from Erie County Techni-
cal Institute. Carolyn worked 
as a chemist at Geigy Chemical 
Corporation and Union Car-
bide, returning to the fi eld as a 
lab tech at Montefi ore Medical 
Center, a position she held for 
the next 39 years.

She worked jointly with the 
hospital to identify grants that 
focused on training hospital 
personnel. One initiative that 
helped many MMC staff was 
the Preparedness Program that 

she developed.
During the 100th anniversa-

ry of Tubman’s death she trav-
eled to St. Catherines, Canada, 
her father’s birthplace, and the 
location of the Salem Chapel, 
BME Church on Geneva Street, 
which played a critical role in 
direct descendant, Charles A. 
Harper’s fl ight to freedom. 

“Tubman was a courageous 
woman who changed the 
world,” Carolyn said, “With-
out her who knows what type 
of world we would be living in. 
I had to be there to remember 
and celebrate.” 

In her spare time she devel-
oped a love for communica-
tions, searching for the right 
medium to get the word out. 
Gathering experience in public 
relations, marketing and adver-
tising prepared her for the for-
mer Travel Channel Academy 
and BronxNet.

Her videos can be seen on 
YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, 
and other social media plat-
forms under Carol’sJourneyTV.

Carolyn won the 2013-2014 
BronxNet BETA Award for 
Bronx Excellence in Television, 
Woman of the Year Award from 
the National Council of Profes-
sional Woman, the Leadership 
Award from the International 
Women of Leadership Associa-
tion and the National Council 
of Negro Women, North Bronx 
Section’s Excellence in Jour-
nalism Award.

Carolyn is a volunteer mem-
ber of many boards, includ-
ing chairperson and executive 
member of the Williamsbridge 
NAACP, member of the National 
Council of Negro Women,North 
Bronx Section, Vice President of 
1199 Retirees, Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce, National Asso-
ciation of Professional Women, 

International Women Leader-
ship Association, Society for 
Motion Picture Engineers and 
Women in Film.

One of her daughters. Janyse, 
succumbed to breast cancer 
at 34-years-old in 2013. In her 
memory Carolyn selects two 
young people to receive $500 
scholarships every year.

CAROLYN SMITH
Descendent of escaped slave that found freedom in Canada
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CALL 1-855-70-COHEN (26436)

www.cohensgentledental.com
*MOST INSURANCE PLANS

& MEDICAID ACCEPTED

PARTIALS

Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

Reg. $1500
Now $1199

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1500
Now $1200

IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$999

2 IMPLANT
LOWER 
OVERDENTURE  

$4500

EXPIRES 01/30/17

Call Now And Receive
Our Special
1 HOUR
ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening
Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/this ad

Smile with Whiter! Brighter! Healthier Teeth!

With An Extreme Smile Makeover!

*X-Rays, exam and cleaning 
are required before treatment

X-Rays and Cleaning

$75
with this ad

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL EXAM

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463
718-543-1123

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468
718-365-0990

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033
212-923-5555

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462
718-597-6314

Cohen’s Gentle Denta
100 Alcott Place

(Co-Op City)
Bronx NY 10475
718-585-4400

NEW
LOCATION

427 FORT WASHINGTON AVE
SUITE 1C, NY NY 10033

212-923-7644

Congratulations To This Year’s Honorees
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D
r. Valerie M. Wash-
ington was instilled 
with the value of 
participation by her 

Jamaican-born parents, at an 
early age.

Raised on Simpson Street, 
Valerie studied Home Eco-
nomics at Washington Irving 
High School and received her 
BA degree in Education at the 
Hunter College Campus in the 
Bronx.

She taught in elementary 
schools for the fi rst ten years of 
her career before taking a lec-
turer’s position at Lehman Col-
lege. She specialized in Early 
Childhood and Elementary 
Education beginning in 1970 
until her retirement in 2010. 

At Lehman College she su-
pervised teachers and taught 
a variety of teaching methods 
courses. During that time, she 
earned an Ed.D. at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at 

Amherst. At Lehman she was 
the director of various state 
and privately-funded teacher 
education programs, nota-
bly the Teacher Opportunity 
Corps, the Pathways to Teach-
ing Careers Program and the 
Teacher/Leadership Quality 
Partnerships Program. Key el-
ements of these programs have 
been models for other teacher 
education programs, such as 
the NYC Teaching Fellows.

Valerie’s work with master’s 
degree students in these pro-
grams meant collaborating 
with schools in the Bronx, pro-
viding staff development and 
assistance with restructuring.

Through her volunteerism, 
Valerie has shared her knowl-
edge with many Bronx-based 
programs.

She is currently the presi-
dent of the Lehman College 
Center for Performing Arts 
Board making policy decisions 

and overseeing the entire op-
eration.

Valerie has participated on 
the Bronx Children’s Museum 
Board of Directors and is ea-
gerly awaiting the museum’s 
groundbreaking set for July 
2018. The museum currently 
operates out of a travelling 
bus.

Her talents are also shared 
with the East Tremont Child-
care and Development Center, 
a not-for-profi t operated by the 
NYC Agency for Childrens Ser-
vices. She is the vice president 
of the organization’s board 
that has provided childcare 
services for 2- to 4-year-olds 
on Crotona Avenue for over 60 
years.

She has been married to 
her husband Earl, a real es-
tate broker, for 45 years and 
has a daughter Kerry that has 
a successful acting career, and 
who has provided her with two 

grandchildren.
The proud parents have 

been supportive of Kerry’s ca-
reer choice and have been in-
volved every step of the way.

Kerry Washington currently 
has a lead role in the ABC-hit 
show ‘Scandals’ and is a voice 
over for the recently released 
animated movie ‘Cars’.

DR. VALERIE M. WASHINGTON
Immigrant parents instilled in her the value of participation
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E
velyn Torres, advocate, 
leader, administrator 
and community activ-
ist, has dedicated the 

past decade to the creation and 
evolution of the Foxy Family.

The non-profi t helps change 
the lives of disadvantaged 
people in need of others whom 
can direct them on the path of 
independent living and a pro-
ductive life.

This remarkable organiza-
tion combines Evelyn’s own 
challengers and adversities 
as a woman, through her tal-
ents and vision, to turn other’s 
dreams into reality, by creat-
ing a network of social, educa-
tional, cultural and artistic re-
sources for children and adults 
to utilize.

Evelyn grew up in the Bel-
mont area and attended 
Roosevelt High School. Her 
rich desire to help those in 

need was instilled by her par-
ents, pastors Alcides and Sarita 
Torres, founders of the Church 
of God at 4430 Third Avenue for 
43 years.

While growing up in a pre-
dominently Italian/Puerto 
Rican neighborhood, her con-
temporaries named her ‘Foxy’, 
noting her exceptional beauty, 
which made her a notable local 
legend that landed her starring 
roles in many musical produc-
tions.

Blessed with a singing voice 

that landed her an opportu-
nity to attend Juilliard School 
of Music, Evelyn continues to 
this day to entertain at special 
community events and fund-
raising activities.

Like her parents, she serves 
the hungry, counsels the 
needy, while providing cloth-
ing, food and shelter to those 
in dire straits.

She’s offered her home for 
lodging at times, sometimes at 
her own detriment, but none-
the-less, never regreting the 
intent of the act.

Four years ago, after Hur-
ricane Sandy, she brought to-
gether hundreds of Bronxites 
in an effort to collect blankets, 
children’s items and canned 
food to a staging area located 
in her parents’ church to be de-
livered to the storm’s victims.

Evelyn also helped create 
and organize pet shelter rescue 

and service activities.
She holds a fi rm belief in the 

special connections between 
humans and their pets and the 
ability for that relationship to 
create harmony in life.

The mother of two adult 
daughters continues her par-
ents’ church as the president 
and senior pastor.

She is living proof of the no-
bility of passion, endurance, 
talent and the vision to make 
ours a better world.     

EVELYN TORRES
The ability to help others realize their dreams
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Evelyn is living proof 
of the nobility of 

passion, endurance, 
talent and the vision 

to make ours a better 
world.
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Thank You
To All Of The Staff At The

Bronx Times Reporter
 

 And Well Deserved Congratulations

To My Fellow Honorees
 
 

 
Practice Specializing in Matrimonial and Family Matters, 
Contract Litigation, Real Estate and Surrogate’s Practice

Lorraine C. Corsa, Esq.
80 Westchester Square
Bronx, New York 10461
Tel.: 718.409.3431
Fax.: 718.409.4685
email: lccesq@msn.com
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*Terms and conditions apply. For a complete list of benef its and discounts, visit www.yankees.com/universe. 
A portion of Yankees Universe proceeds goes to the Yankees Universe Fund at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

For more information on 2017 packages.
Call (800) GO-YANKS or visit WWW.YANKEES.COM/UNIVERSE.

• Yankees Universe Baby Package    • Yankees Universe Puppy Package

• FOUR (4) FIELD LEVEL TICKETS - $295
 to a select 2017 regular season home game* 
• Yankees Universe Dri-FIT T-shirt
• Yankees Universe Watch
• JBL Clip+ Portable Speaker
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 200 LEVEL TICKETS - $89.95
 to a select 2017 regular season home game* 
• New York Yankees Driver Golf Head Cover
• New York Yankees Golf Towel
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) 200 LEVEL TICKETS - $59.95
 to a select 2017 regular season home game* 
• Yankees Universe Flashlight
• Yankees Universe Drawstring Bag
• New York Yankees Poncho
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

• TWO (2) GRANDSTAND TICKETS - $19.95
 to a select 2017 regular season home game* 
• New York Yankees Magnet
• New York Yankees Sticker
• MUCH MORE – see website for details!

For each membership purchase, receive a $100 discount on additional MVP memberships.  
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See what the Throggs Neck Mall is all about!
You can sit and dine in our cozy courtyard. NECK MALL

Offi ce/Retail Space Available in the Mall Call 917-232-2375

(2nd Floor) Suite 204

Lessons on all Instruments
Beginners & Intermediate

Repairs, Recordings, Video

Live Bands
Disc Jockeys Available
Call 646-261-0170
    or 646-331-9707
for free consultation or
www.justnutsmusic.net

Want to play an instrument?
Just Nuts Music School

THE STYLIST &
THE BARBER
The Throggs Neck Mall
3602 E. Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465

718-684-1191

Chair Rental
Looking for stylist, barbers and/or nail tech with a following

Laser Hair Removal 
IPL Facial 

Chemical Peel 
Balayage Brazilian Blowout 
Spring & Summer Special 

We specialize in:
Color Correction 
Hair Extensions 

Stylist: Jen  Barber: JayWOMEN MEN

718-684-1191

50% 
First Color 
ServiceOFF

Mention This Ad
And Receive

10% 

OFF

follow us on Instagram
and Facebook 

COMMING SOON-MICRO BLADING
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Action
Association

Animal Planet announces 
the greenlight of a second 
season of its popular series 
THE ZOO which begins pro-
duction this month on loca-
tion from the Wildlife Con-
servation Society’s Bronx 
Zoo. The series, which is the 
first to go behind the scenes 
at the world-famous zoo, fo-
cuses on the powerful and 
compelling stories of ani-
mals and their keepers, and 
the zoo’s mission to conserve 
wildlife around the globe. 
THE ZOO also features the 
people who work at the zoo 
and how their expertise and 
varied skills come together 
to provide the highest qual-
ity care for the animals. 
THE ZOO will return to Ani-

mal Planet in early 2018.
 During the fi rst season of 

THE ZOO, stories included 
zookeepers and veterinari-
ans helping Ntondo, a silver-
back gorilla diagnosed with 
glaucoma; two keeper-raised 
Malayan tiger cubs prepar-
ing to be introduced to their 
exhibit; and the hatching of a 
little blue penguin, the fi rst 
of her species to be hatched 
at the Bronx Zoo. Viewers fol-
lowed the Bronx Zoo’s staff as 
they journeyed to East Africa 
to reintroduce 1000 extinct-
in-the-wild spray toads to the 
Kihansi Gorge; performed 
a root canal on a snow leop-
ard that was rescued as a cub 
from a remote region in Pak-
istan; and the history of the 

Bronx Zoo’s efforts to save 
the American bison from ex-
tinction. 

THE ZOO premiered in 
February to 1.1 million Total 
Viewers and pushed Animal 
Planet into ad-supported ca-
ble’s Top 10 in the timeslot 
among viewers. Throughout 
the season, every episode 
of THE ZOO averaged more 
than one million viewers 
making it Animal Planet’s 
most watched freshman se-
ries since July 2015.

 “Our series, with its un-
varnished look at the Bronx 
Zoo, its animals and the peo-
ple dedicated to their well-be-
ing, has helped define what 
a Saturday night on Animal 
Planet is today: a network 

with heart, and inspirational 
characters who protect and 
care for animals,” said Pa-
trice Andrews, general man-
ager of Animal Planet.

 “We are excited to shoot 
another season of The Zoo 
with Animal Planet,” said 
Jim Breheny, director of the 
Bronx Zoo and EVP of Zoos 
and Aquarium at the Wild-
life Conservation Society. 
“The show gave viewers an 
opportunity to see what hap-
pens every day at the zoo, 
presenting an uncontrived 
and unscripted look at how 
we go about caring for the 
animals and linking our 
work at the zoo to preserving 
species in the wild. It was 
great to receive all the posi-

Animal Planet greenlights second season of ‘THE ZOO’
tive feedback from viewers 
and guests on the relation-
ship between the animals 
and the people who care for 
them and the important role 
that the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums members 
play in conserving species 
in the wild.”

 THE ZOO is produced for 
Animal Planet by Left/Right 
Productions and Copper Pot. 
Ken Druckerman and Banks 
Tarver are executive produc-
ers for Left/Right Produc-
tions and Dave LaMattina 
and Chad Walker are execu-
tive producers for Copper 
Pot. For Animal Planet, Lisa 
Lucas is executive producer 
with Patrick Keegan as su-
pervising producer.

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
Modern American Progres-

sive activists tend to think of 
themselves as an avant-garde 
movement at the cutting edge 
of a new wave. In reality, they 
are practicing a time worn 
script seen repeatedly through 
the ages. The trend has reached 
a crescendo since the 2016 elec-
tion.

Throughout history, ex-
tremists of every sort have 
convinced their followers, and 
perhaps themselves, that their 
actions were justifi ed.  Abso-
lute monarchs subscribed to 
the belief that their power came 
from God. Nazis alleged that 
they were restoring Germany. 
Communists claim they repre-
sent ‘the people.’ Theocrats in-
sist they are the one true voice 
of a deity.

The excuses may differ, but 
the reality is the same; conform 
or be punished. The methods 
are also similar. Block dissent-
ing voices, utilize or threaten 
violence against those with 
differing views. Any action, 
including mass murder, ag-
gressive warfare, censorship, 
deception and violence, are, in 
their eyes, valid because the 
means, no matter how extreme, 
justify the ends.

Within the United States, 
there is a rapidly growing and 
deeply disturbing trend that 
mirrors the attitudes and ac-
tions of totalitarian move-
ments. On college campuses, 
guest speakers not conforming 
to a hard-left perspective are 
kept away, through violence or 
the threat thereof; non-progres-
sive professors are not hired; 
centrist or conservative stu-
dents are intimidated or ostra-
cized. The actions of the Berk-
ley rioters are not functionally 

different from the time-dishon-
ored precedent of their fascistic 
forebears of the 1930s.

Dr. Laurie Patton, president 
of Middlebury College, writing 
in USA Today, describes a sce-
nario that has become unfortu-
nately typical:

“Students protested when 
[a non-leftist] speaker took the 
stage. They prevented him from 
speaking and went on to dis-
rupt attempts to continue the 
program…when [the speaker 
and moderator] left the build-
ing, outsiders [and] students 
physically confronted them 
and surrounded their car. [The 
moderator] was injured…”

In contrast, leftists speak-
ers utter extreme anti-centrist 
and anti-conservative posi-
tions with impunity.  One ex-
ample: U.S. Senator Kristen 
Gillibrand delivered a profan-
ity-laced address at New York 
University’ recent commence-
ment exercise aimed the cur-
rent White House. She faced no 
disruption.

As these students graduate 
and should they eventually as-
sume positions of authority, 
book burning and the impris-
onment of dissenters will not 
be far behind.

You will not hear these con-
cerns expressed in most news 
analyses.

Conventional media has 
abandoned objective coverage 
in favor of Progressive-ori-
ented “advocacy journalism.” 
Internet search engines bury 
non-leftist search results, and 
social media sites claim the 
right to omit entries they deem 
inappropriate. The Black Lives 
Matter movement, citing exam-
ples of rare police misbehavior 
against minorities, condone 
establishing a permissive atti-

tude towards violence against 
the forces of law. Terrorists, 
such as Bill Ayers, are wel-
comed into the halls of power, 
up to and including the former 
Obama administration. Anti-
Semites such as Keith Ellison 
are given positions of excep-
tional infl uence, in Ellison’s 
case, as deputy director of the 
DNC. Adding to Ellison’s power 
is the recent naming of his top 
political aide, Will Hailer, as a 
key DNC adviser, as reported 
by the Washington Free Bea-
con. The co-opting of federal 
agencies for partisan purposes, 
such as that which occurred 
when the IRS was used to at-
tack Tea Party groups in the 
prior Administration, mir-
rors methods used in totalitar-
ian governments, such as the 
USSR, in which the Commu-
nist Party, not the actual gov-
ernment, held true power.

In American grammar and 
high schools, traditional fact-
based education has been re-
placed by politically-oriented 

indoctrination. Radical-left 
texts are utilized not as alterna-
tive viewpoints but as standard 
guides.  The New York Post 
recently noted that a Brook-
lyn middle school teacher as-
signed an anti-capitalist screed 
as a homework assignment. A 
Texas text book asked students 
to compare the 9/11 destruc-
tion of the World Trade Center 
to the Boston Tea Party.

Objective science takes a 
back seat to Progressive philo-
sophical course work, particu-
larly “sustainability.”

As with all totalitarian 
movements, Progressivism uti-
lizes a kind of reverse phrase-
ology. The ‘AntiFa’ (anti-facist) 
movement is, at its core, fascis-
tic, in both practice and philos-
ophy. The concept of prevent-
ing ‘offensive speech’ is merely 
the latest excuse to suppress 
differing perspectives.  Advo-
cates of censoring so-called of-
fensive speech should review 
history.  Eliminating the ab-
solute power of monarchs, es-
tablishing representative gov-
ernment, allowing religious 
freedom, ending slavery, giv-
ing equal rights to women, all 
were considered deeply offen-
sive concepts to many when 
they were fi rst proposed.

     The tolerance by the left 
of dictatorial regimes is dis-
turbing, but quite revealing. 
Obama’s opening of relations 
with oppressive Cuba was inap-
propriate; so, to, was the refusal 
to condemn and take forceful 
action against radical Islam, 
which endorses the death of 
nonbelievers. Support by many 
prominent progressives, both 
those elected to offi ce and in 
the entertainment industry of 
the destruction of Venezuela by 
a dictatorial socialist regime is 
inexcusable. Kindred souls feel 
no need to criticize each other.

Since the election of Don-
ald Trump, the advocacy of vio-
lence against the elected presi-
dent has become epidemic—and 
increasingly acceptable on the 
left. Writing in the Federalist, 
Daniel Payne notes “…There 
is reason to be genuinely, au-
thentically concerned with the 
direction in which the left is 
headed.  To cope with the po-
litical defeats they suffered in 
2016, liberals appear to be em-
bracing and championing po-
litical violence.”     

This, also, resembles the ac-
tions of totalitarian movements 
across the ages.

Leftists have brought Amer-
ica to a precipice.

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Ok folks, one mo’ time, 

our 253 June meeting will 
be Sunday, June 25, regular 
start time, awards, BBQ to 
follow, members may bring 
a guest. Again, at TN Memo-
rial Post 1456, hoping for nice 
weather.  If you went to the 
Turner Club last Sunday, you 
probably didn’t see many of 
us there!

On July 4th, TN Memo-

rial Post 1456 will have their 
traditional party featuring 
a keg, hot dogs, burgers etc.  
Adults $20, kids free. Starts 
around 5 p.m., stop by and 

watch the fi reworks.
Speaking of fi reworks, 

Senator Jeff Klein’s annual 
show at Orchard Beach wil 
be on Thursday, June 28, 
starting around 6 p.m. 

You’ll need some sort of 
ID for the VIP area, we’ll 
talk about that Sunday at our 
meeting.

Until next time: Get those 
fl ags fl ying and do so respect-
fully!
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Local elected offi cials and resi-
dents toasted several distinguished 
Puerto Rican trailblazers at a pres-
tigious ceremony. Hosted by Senator 
Ruben Diaz, Sr.; assembly members 
Marcos Crespo, Luis Sepulveda and 
Victor Pichardo, Councilman Ra-
fael Salamanca and Senator Marisol 
Alcantara, the annual ‘Abrazo Bo-
ricua in New York’ was celebrated 
on Thursday, June 8 at Eastwood 
Manor Caterers. This year’s hon-
ored leaders were the Bronx His-
torical Society‘s Angel Hernandez; 
Dr. Howard Rosas, Hebrew Home of 
Riverside-River Health South con-
sultant; Julia Garced Rodriguez, 
Community Board 9 member; An-
gel Caballero, Davidson Commu-
nity Center executive director and 
Jenny Rivera Lozada, Aguila, Inc. 
director.

Abrazo Boricua Honors Local Trailblazers

Angel Caballero (4th from l) accepted his awards from (l-r) Assemblyman Crespo, Senator Diaz, assembly members Pichardo and Sepulveda, 
Borough President Diaz, Senator Alcantara and Councilman Salamanca. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) Ramel Johnson, Rafael Benitez, Luis Valenzuela, Jose Vargas, Miguel Felix 
and Robison Perez were ready to party. Photo by Miriam Quin

(l-r) MC, Kayla Santos and Ramel Johnson enjoyed this year’s cultural celebra-
tion. Photo by Miriam Quin

Honoree Angel Hernandez (r) proudly accepted his 
citation of merit from Assemblyman Marcos Cre-
spo. Photo by Miriam Quin

Dr. Howard Rosas (l) was honored with a senate 
proclamation and citation of merit at the gala. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Jenny Rivera Lozada was all smiles while receiving 
her NYS Assembly Citation at the ceremony. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin
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On Friday, June 9, Saint Barna-
bas High School awarded the 8th An-
nual Mary Alice Grant Scholarship, 
which assist with costs of a current 
SBHS junior’s education. The award 
was established by the Grant family 
to honor the memory of their wife and 
mother, Mary Alice Grant.  

Mary Alice Grant grew up in 
the Saint Barnabas Parish and at-
tended both the elementary and high 
schools. She went on to become a fac-
ulty member at Saint Barnabas High 
School for 23 years and actively par-
ticipated in numerous parish func-
tions for the church, both schools 
and the Woodlawn community. She 
was truly a remarkable role model for 
the young women who are asked each 
year to write an essay to be consid-

St. Barnabas H.S. 
scholarship winner

ered for the Mary Alice Grant Schol-
arship. Each applicant must address 
how they can emulate Mary Alice’s 
dedication, humanitarian efforts and 
Christian spirit. Saint Barnabas is 
proud to announce that the 2017 schol-
arship recipient is Marie-Elise Mil-
ius, Class of 2018.

Marie-Elise, who is of Catholic 
Guyanese heritage, was selected as 
the scholarship winner for her qual-
ities that so strongly mirror that of 
Mrs. Grant. In her application essay, 
Marie-Elise wrote about her deep 
seeded Catholic faith and how she 
began volunteering at her church 
at the young age of nine as an altar 
server. Milius went on to say that 
she has been able to further develop 
and nurture her religious service by 

2017 Mary Alice Grant Scholarship recipient, Marie-Elise Milius, with members of the Grant 
family.

working at the CCD program at Saint 
Barnabas Elementary through the 
high school Faith Sharing program. 
“Faith Sharing taught me the value 
of the Catholic Church on my life. I 
enjoy Faith Sharing because I believe 
we truly are teaching them [CCD stu-
dents] to understand the Catholic 
faith”, Milius wrote in her applica-
tion essay.

 As a Barnabite, Marie-Elise has 
fully exemplifi ed the school core val-

ues – charity, grace and spirit. “Mary 
Alice embodied the core values of a 
Barnabite, which I try to mimic ev-
ery day at Barnabas and in my com-
munity. When I graduate I hope I 
could have made such an impact on 
the school as Mary Alice Grant has 
done“, wrote Milius.

The Grant family was in atten-
dance to award Marie-Elise with her 
scholarship and they look forward to 
next year’s applications.

On Saturday, June 3, 300 graduates 
of Cardinal Spellman High School re-
ceived diplomas in a ceremony at the 
Lehman College Performing Arts 
Center. 

An invocation by Rev. Peter Pil-
sner was followed by senior Alicia 
Murray singing the National An-
them. 

Daniel O’Keefe, president and 
principal, congratulated the Class of 
2017, and urged them to embrace the 
values learned during their years at 
Cardinal Spellman High School in 
both college and their future careers. 
T

he 300 graduates join 21,819 other 
Spellman alumni since the fi rst grad-
uation in 1963. The Principal also 
announced the names of a number 
of teachers celebrating anniversary 
years in 2017: Trudy Keane (40), John 
Farrell (35), John Smith (30), Anne 
Marie Norberto and Lynn Tomecek 
(25) and Kathleen Steves (20). 

Prior to the awarding of diplo-
mas, Rev. Trevor Nicholls, president 
of Cardinal Spellman from 2005 – 
2014, spoke to the graduates. Student 
speakers were Valedictorian Antonio 
Jimenez, the top ranked student in 
the Class of 2017 who will be attend-
ing the University of Pennsylvania in 
the fall, and Salutatorian Gianni Fer-
rara, who will be attending Manhat-
tan College. 

Cardinal Spellman holds 55th commencement

The top ten students in the Spellman Class of 2017: principal and president Daniel O’Keefe, Antonio Jimenez, Gianni Ferrara, Damian Henry, 
Megan Andujar, Samantha Vega, Christina Morgana, Serrena Singh, Jacinta Addo-Badu, Sophia Stephenson, and Rubi Landestoy.

The Cardinal Spellman Trophy 
and Memorial Scholarship given to 
the two students who best embody 
the spirit of Francis Cardinal Spell-
man was awarded to Damian Henry 
and Jacinta Addo-Badu. Jaylen Cock-

erham and Leonardo Vega received 
the Spellman Spirit Award, while the 
Spellman Alumni Award went to So-
phia Stephenson and Edward Gajda. 

The Seton-DeLaSalle Award 
named in honor of Saint Elizabeth 

Ann Seton, founder of the Sisters of 
Charity, and Saint John Baptist de La 
Salle, founder of the Brothers of the 
Christian Schools, was presented to 
Deanna Falciglia and Tariq Schin-
nery. 
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AAU Bluewave 16U are gearing up for the upcoming the AAU Nationals Tourney in Virginia. 
 Photo courtesy of Maribel Medina

AAU Bluewave 16U earned gold at this year’s Zero Gravity’s National Finals Tournament. 
 Photo courtesy of Maribel Medina

Congratulations are in order for the Amateur Athletic Union Bluewave 16U following their victory at the recent Zero Gravity National Finals Tournament. The team is 16 and 1 for the season 
and is on a 14-game winning streak.

AMATEUR ATHLETIC UNION BLUEWAVE 16U WINS FINALS

(l-r) Shivam Gupta; Dr. Rajesh Gupta; Dan Purugganan; Michael Golio; Michael DiSalvo; Nunzio 
Del Greco, Bronx Chamber president; Ramon Cabral, Congressman Jose Serrano deputy 
district director; Joe Castelano; Seema Gupta and Vicki Purugganan. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

AFC Urgent Care, the second largest privately-owned operator of urgent care and acces-
sible primary care facilities in the nation, opened a new location at 332 E. 149th Street on 
Thursday, June 15.

AFC URGENT CARE OPENS IN MOTT HAVEN

Young Women’s Leadership School students showed off their science project, ‘The Effect of 
Different Amounts of Vinegar on the Degree of Luster of a Quarter’ at this year’s science fair.
 Photo courtesy of AMNH/R. Mickens

More than 900 public middle school students from all fi ve boroughs presented their best re-
search projects in the American Museum of Natural History’s 13th annual Urban Advantage 
Science Expo on Saturday, June 10.

STUDENT PROJECTS AT AMNH SCIENCE EXPO

BCHN members recently celebrated Wear Blue Day in 
honor of Men’s Health Month. 
 Photo courtesy of BCHN

In honor of Men’s Health Month, Bronx Community Health 
Network celebrated Wear Blue Day to raise awareness of 
preventable health problems while encouraging early de-
tection and treatment of disease among men and boys.

BCHN CELEBRATES
MEN’S HEALTH

MONTH
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The SUNY Charter Schools Insti-
tute Committee approved the appli-
cation for the Cardinal McCloskey 
Community Charter School.

The Cardinal McCloskey Commu-
nity Charter School application suc-
cessfully demonstrated and met the 
rigorous standards detailed in the In-
stitute’s 2017 RFP.

Cardinal McCloskey will target 
students who are in foster care sys-
tem, children whose families have 
received preventive services, and 
children from the community. The 
school has designed its program 
around the Sanctuary Model, an evi-
denced-based approach that supports 
children who have been exposed to 
trauma.

The Cardinal McCloskey Com-
munity Charter School intends to be 
located in New York City Commu-
nity School District (“CSD”) 10 in the 
Bronx. The proposed school will open 
in August, 2018 with 150 students in 
Kindergarten and 1st grade, and ulti-
mately serve 450 students in Kinder-
garten through 5th grade during its 
fi rst charter term. 

As said by CMCS CEO Beth 
Finnerty, “The impact this school 
can have on children who have suf-
fered trauma and neglect in some 
of the poorest neighborhoods in the 
Bronx cannot be overstated”

As an additional layer of support, 

SUNY approves Cardinal McCloskey Community Charter School application

it will partner with the community-
based organization Cardinal McClo-
skey Community Services (CMCS) to 
provide students and their families 
with a variety of wrap-around ser-
vices at no cost. The academic pro-
gram will further provide students 
with a rigorous, standards-based edu-
cation in a nurturing, supportive en-
vironment. Cardinal McCloskey will 
admit new students and will fi ll all 

Members of the Cardinal McCloskey Community Charter School Board after the vote.

ST. BARNABAS WELCOMES NEW PRINCIPAL

Last weekend, St.  Barnabas Pastor, Fr. Brendan Fitzgerald and parishioners welcomed 
incoming Saint Barnabas High School principal, Theresa Napoli, to the community.  
Napoli spoke at several Masses, expressing her gratitude for the wonderful blessing 
of a strong, supportive pastor and parish. She added that becoming the principal of 
SBHS is a “labor of love” and invited students and families to visit St. Barnabas High 
School - a gem

seats that become available through-
out the school year.

Notably, CMCS is one of the larg-
est providers of foster care and pre-
ventive services in New York State 
and has, through its experience, ac-
cumulated a wealth of expertise with 
regard to supporting signifi cantly at-
risk children. CMCS support services 
will include intake assessments for 
all students, case management ser-

vices, and a number of clinical staff 
members who will deliver critical sup-
ports, such as a psychologist, mental 
health counselor and school nurse.

In addition to its many community 
service programs, CMCS operates 
several education-based initiatives 
including, Head Start, UPK and Child 
Care programs that enroll more than 
2,500 children from low-income fami-
lies annually.

On June 8, 2017, the Einstein Enrichment Program (EEP) 2017 Annual 
Awards Ceremony honored two St. Catharine Academy seniors, Rachelle 
Gomez and Tynesha Taylor.  Rachelle Gomez was named Valedictorian and 
Tynesha Taylor was named Salutatorian for the EEP Class of 2017.  Rachelle 
Gomez will attend NYU in the fall with a career goal of medicine.  Tynesha 
Taylor will attend Ithaca College with a career goal of sports medicine physi-
cian.

The Einstein Enrichment Program serves students who are economically 
disadvantaged or who have been historically underrepresented in the medi-
cal and scientifi c professions.  The program runs approximately fi fteen weeks 
each fall and spring.  Students enter the program in 10th grade and are ex-
pected to remain with the program through senior year.

An important component of the program is research projects where stu-
dents are required to do research papers and/or projects twice a year based 
on research of a relevant topic of their choice.  They do an oral presentation 
for the class.  Meritorious Awards for Oral Presentation and Written Paper 
were awarded to Rachelle Gomez for her work on Hutchinson-Gifford Prog-
eria Syndrome, Tynesha Taylor for her research and presentation on Ameri-
can Deaf Culture, rising senior Jasmine Herbert for her work on End Stage 
Renal Disease, and rising senior Analiz Ruiz for her work on depression. 
Analiz Ruiz also received a Perfect Attendance Award.

SCA students excel in Einstein’s EEP Program
(L-r) Jasmine Herbert, Tynesha Taylor, Rachelle Gomez, and Analiz Ruiz.
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This year’s Best & Brightest Award recipients were honored for their academic achievements. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Co-op City’s second annual Best and Brightest Awards ceremony on Saturday, June 10 formally recognized students graduating from fi fth, eighth and 12th grade with an academic average 
of 90% or higher for the entire school year.

CO-OP CITY’S BEST & BRIGHTEST AWARDS

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. and several other local elected offi cials marched in this year’s 60th annual National Puerto Rican Day Parade on Sunday, June 11 in Manhattan.

BOROUGH PRESIDENT ATTENDS PUERTO RICAN DAY PARADE

(l-r) Councilman Rafael Salamanca, Senator Jose Serrano, Congressman Jose Serrano, Borough Presi-
dent Diaz and Assemblyman Marcos Crespo joined everyone in celebrating Boricua pride. 
 Photo courtesy of Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.’s Offi ce

Mohamed Bahi (l) and Ali Anwar (c) accepted the award on behalf of Muslims 
Giving Back from Borough President Diaz. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

M.S. 363 students teamed up with profes-
sional actors and drama therapists to de-
mystify and de-stigmatize their fears, chal-
lenges and personal traumas that contribute 
to dropping out of school. 
 Photo by Fionn Reilly

M.S. 363 students used drama therapy to 
tackle bullying, peer pressure, emotional 
turmoil, violence and immigration during 
ENACT’s 2017 culmination performance, 
‘Show UP!’ at LIU Brooklyn’s Kumble Theater 
in late May.

M.S. 363 STUDENTS
 STAND UP
FOR TRUTH
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TOM ALLON

BY JANE SADOWSKY-EMMERTH
Anyone who has a relationship 

with someone suffering from Demen-
tia or Alzheimer’s knows that even 
the simplest tasks in daily life can be-
come true challenges—for both care-
givers and the family members them-
selves. Something as innocent as 
making and enjoying a morning cup 
of coffee or tea can turn into an ex-
hausting and frustrating experience. 
Coping is diffi cult enough, some-
times, we don’t need the little joys of 
life to become a burden too. 

As a registered nurse and clinical 
case manager at Partners in Care, a 
licensed home care agency affi liated 
with the Visiting Nurse Service of 
New York, I know there are countless 
potential obstacles that can make even 
daily rituals extremely diffi cult for 
caregivers. My colleagues and I have 
come up with some ideas for commu-
nicating that we hope will help care-
givers maintain patience and a sense 
of calm when they are reaching their 
breaking point. Setting yourself up 
for success as much as possible will 
create a more positive and productive 
environment for both you and your 
suffering loved one alike.  

• Accentuate the Familiar: Be sure 
to continually remind your family 
member or client of the person, place 
and time. Say “I’m…, I visit you here 
at home every day” or “Hi Grandpa, 
it’s me… I’m off from school and am 
going to be spending this morning 
with you.” This helps a person with 
dementia feel grounded in what they 
know and allows them to feel safe 
with that knowledge for however long 
they can.   

• Observation is Key: As noted in 
the tip above, familiarity can help 
lessen the frustrating aspects of de-
mentia, when the patient can grasp 
onto something being told to them or 
something they can come to expect. 
Notice what their favorite foods and 
drinks are, how they take their cof-
fee. Do they like variety in day-to-day 
meals, or do they like consistency? 
Also try to notice which times of day 
they seem to be more clear or con-
fused, and adjust your caretaking ac-
cordingly. If you know they are most 
disoriented during the morning, 
know you will need to be more repeti-
tive and patient.      

• Try New Conversation Tactics: 
Since conversations with dementia 

patients can repeat and tend to loop 
around again and again, try to listen 
carefully and then reword the ques-
tion or emphasize a different point to 
help keep the communications fl ow-
ing. Re-clarifying and altering the 
question slightly can go a long way. 
Also, though it is tempting when con-
versing with someone with dementia 
to fi ll every silence, sometimes you do 
have to give the person some time to 
think before they respond.  

• Involve the Patient: Instead of 
calling all of the shots with simple 
tasks like getting dressed and ready 
for the day, involving your loved 
one or client can help foster engage-
ment and self-respect. You can make 
suggestions—“It’s hot outside today, 
so let’s wear something with short 
sleeves”—but let them choose which 
short-sleeve shirt. Try this when go-
ing grocery shopping too: ask which 
fl avor or which brand of a product 
they think you should buy. Allow-
ing them to have input in small deci-
sions may allow them to feel a little 
bit of the independence they have lost 
again. 

• Be Mindful of Your Reactions: 
Even if your loved one is suffering 

from a very severe form of demen-
tia, they will still react to you based 
on your tone of voice and/or facial 
expression. Be mindful of not letting 
your frustration show. It is diffi cult, 
but take a deep breath, put a smile on, 
and keep your tone positive. It can 
make world of difference.    

• Know When to Take a Break: 
Sometimes there is nothing left to 
do but simple step away for a short 
while. This is one of the most impor-
tant things you can do to take care 
of yourself as a caregiver. If things 
have become aggressive or simply too 
overwhelming, walk away for a few 
minutes (as long as it is safe). Give 
yourself some time to collect yourself 
and try to return with a different fa-
cial expression. 

Jane Sadowsky-Emmerth is an RN 
and clinical case manager at Partners 
in Care, an affi liate of The Visiting 
Nurse Service of New York. 

VNSNY is the largest not-for-profi t 
home- and community-based health 
care agency in the United States, pro-
viding quality private care services. 
For more information visit www.part-
nersincareny.org or call 1-888-735-
8913.

Dealing with Dementia or Alzheimer’s

For more than 50 years, 
the increasing income 
inequality gap has dom-

inated policy discussions in 
this country.

After a post-World War 
II economic boom, all boats 
rose in America and the mid-
dle class grew dramatically, 
much like it has in developing 
countries like China and In-
dia in the last decade.

But since the catastrophic 
Reagan tax cuts in the early 
1980s, the only slice of society 
that has benefi ted from cycli-
cal economic booms is the top 
10 percent. Never before has 
the yawning gap between rich 
and poor been so noticeable.

While this economic diver-
gence deepened, we also saw 
the rise of feminism and the 
two-income family, probably 
the biggest boon for those up-
per middle class families who 
can afford quality child care.

So what can be done to slow 
the income inequality gap and 
help us get back to the Ameri-
can dream of everyone having 

the opportunity to move up 
the economic ladder?

There is a relatively simple 
solution — universal day care. 
Think of it: If we can provide 
all families with quality, sub-
sidized day care — from in-
fancy to kindergarten — then 
we will be unleashing a huge 
dose of talent into our work-
force (who will pay taxes and 
thus fund this subsidized day 
care) while at the same time 
helping all families to prop-
erly care for the next genera-
tion.

In addition to helping the 
economy and working par-
ents, there will be another 
huge benefi t: allowing for eco-
nomic justice for women.

Despite some progress on 
the domestic front, it is still 
disproportionately women 
who must sacrifice their ca-
reers to care for newborns 
until they are ready for 
school. 

Even when children are 
school age, they only attend 
classes for nine months a 

year, and for only a fraction 
of the work day, which means 
that parents (mostly moms) 
still need to pick up children 
and ferrying them to and from 
after-school activities.

This disruption in the ca-
reers of women is the main 
reason women are paid only 
79 percent of what men make 
in comparable jobs. With uni-
versal day care, single moth-
ers (a growing group) and 
working moms in double in-
come families will benefi t in 
a big way.

European countries in-
cluding France have univer-
sal day care, so there’s a prec-
edent for this working.

Our mayor has success-
fully championed and imple-
mented universal pre-K. That 
is certainly a step in the right 
direction.

But now is the time to go all 
the way: Let’s introduce uni-
versal day care in New York 
to show the rest of the country 
how this seemingly easy pub-
lic policy change can revolu-

Now is the time for universal 
day care in New York City

tionize our city and help boost 
working moms.

Tom Allon is the president 

of City & State, NY. Ques-
tions or comments: tallon@
cityandstateny.com
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CHAM patient and Pelham Parkway resident Anthony Medina sported his 
Yankees cap at the pre-game lunch. 
 Photo courtesy of Montefi ore Health System

Over 50 patients, family members and medical providers from the Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Montefi ore enjoyed the Yankees versus Orioles game 
on Sunday, June 11. Representing Montefi ore’s Neurocutaneous Center, 
the group enjoyed lunch and a day out thanks to event sponsors the 
Children’s Tumor Foundation, PitCCH In Foundation, Tuberous Sclerosis 
Alliance and the CHAM Neurology Department.

CHAM PATIENTS CHEER ON THE YANKEES

Award recipient Summer Nasser graciously accepted her award from the 
borough president. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. honored local Muslim leaders at his 
annual Ramadan Iftar Dinner ceremony on Tuesday, June 13 at the Bronx 
County Building’s Veterans’ Memorial Hall.

DIAZ HOSTS RAMADAN CELEBRATION

Borough President Diaz (c) proudly accepted his award from the BID’s Michael Brady (l) and Roger Saad, chair-
man. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Marlene Cintron accepted her award from the BID’s Michael Brady (l) and Mario De Giorgio. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Michael Brady, HUB Third Avenue BID executive director; Sal Tranchina accepting the award for Garrison 
Architects; project artist Melissa Calderon and HUB Third Avenue BID board member Para Roberto Abel Brea. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The HUB Third Avenue Business Improvement District honored a local leaders at its annual meeting and break-
fast on Friday, June 9. This year’s honorees were Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.; Marlene Cintron, Bronx 
Overall Economic Development Corporation director; Richard Propper and Garrison Architects.

HUB 3RD AVE. BID’S LEADERSHIP BREAKFAST
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BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO 
Those few days of heat we 

had last week really gave the 
tomato and pepper plants a 
boost, but they are still not big 
enough to avoid being eaten 
by squirrels.  Luckily, I had 
quite a few extra seedlings 
and have been able to keep up 
with replacing the plants.  We 
sold a bunch of tomato and ba-
sil seedlings at the CSA dis-
tribution last week, plus a few 
bottles of Two Wrasslin’ Dogs 
Vinegar (great for dressing all 
of the beautiful greens we’re 
getting).  

We took the money and 
bought seven bags of organic 
potting soil and dropped them 
off at the Garden at Preston 
along with a half dozen 5-gal-
lon containers.  We placed 
them in a sunny corner of our 
newly fenced in garden.  Later 
this week, I will fi ll the con-
tainers with the tomato and 
pepper plants I have leftover.  
Plus, we have over 3 dozen 
Genovese Basil plants that are 
big enough to get transplanted 
in between the tomato plants 
along with some marigolds.

I managed to get a dozen 
Lemongrass plants to start 
from seed.  They are still in the 
seed starting trays and need to 
get transplanted soon to larger 
pots.  I created a great way of 
making compostable pots from 
newspaper, cotton kitchen 
twine and a piece of 4” diameter 
PVC pipe.  It has proven to be 
a terrifi c and economical way 
to pot up seedlings when they 
get too big for the seed starting 
trays, and one of the things I’ll 
do this week is get some pots 
made up to transplant those 
seedlings.  It’s amazing what 
you can accomplish on a shoe-
string…and I can’t wait for our 
Northeast Bronx Community 
Farmers Market Project to get 
off the ground so that we can 
start sharing these skills with 
our neighbors and fellow gar-
deners.

Thanks to John Cerini who 
is helping us with the fi ling of 
our 501c3 paperwork, we have 
submitted our mission state-
ment to New York State and 
will now wait six weeks to get 
their approval.  He’s been so 
supportive of our efforts.  As 

a local entrepreneur and com-
munity activist, John Cerini 
is totally on board because he 
realizes the economic poten-
tial of creating a market in 
our community and is excited 
about the opportunities it can 
pose for the many entrepre-
neurs in the neighborhood.  

The CSA is already in it’s 
third week and soon we will be 
receiving our fruit shares. Our 
fi rst weeks have been great, 
the only glitch being that we 
mislabeled the bok choy on the 
fi rst week.  Instead of letting 
the members take two heads, 
we told them to take one head 
of bok choy.  It wasn’t until the 
end of the evening that we real-
ized our mistake.  A few mem-
bers were able to stop by and 
pick up the additional head a 
day or two later, but by Thurs-
day the heat wave had started 
and I put whatever was left into 

the fridge.
For the second week, we de-

cided to prepare the bok choy as 
a demo along with Spicy Pea-
nut Sauce (check out our Lo-
cust Point CSA page, I posted 
the recipe for a basic vinai-
grette and for the Spicy Peanut 
Sauce on June 6).  I usually chop 
the bok choy and stir fry it in a 
wok.  But it was 95 degrees out 
and there were 12 heads to trim 
and clean!  Instead, I did a little 
recipe research and decided to 
roast it in the oven.  I trimmed 
the top leaves that had wilted 
and sliced the heads length-
wise.  The sink was fi lled with 
three inches of cold water and I 
threw the trimmed heads in to 
clean them of any grit and dirt.

I preheated the oven to 
450 degrees and placed eight 
halved heads on a rimmed bak-
ing sheet and tossed it all to-
gether with two tablespoons 
of olive oil, a clove of minced 
garlic and some salt and pep-
per.  I then arranged the halves 
face down neatly on the bak-
ing sheet and popped them in 
the oven for ten minutes, took 
them out to turn them once and 

put them back in for another 
ten minutes.  The edges of the 
top leaves got charred and the 
base of the bulb was cooked to 
tender perfection with a slight 
caramelization.  I sliced the 
halves into 1” pieces to serve 
for the demo, but if I was mak-
ing it for dinner, I would have 
plated the halves intact.  

We served it in 12-ounce 
beverage cups with a drizzle 
of the peanut sauce, which was 
a nice spicy kick added to the 
dish and our members loved it 
so much that there wasn’t any 
leftover.  Plus, the cups made it 
easy for members to grab and 
go.  While the oven still had to 
be on, I would totally recom-
mend this low labor prepara-
tion.  This is the time of year 
when you will fi nd Bok Choy, 
Chinese Cabbage, Mizuna and 
many other sturdy greens that 
would be perfect for this rec-
ipe, including Swiss Chard 
and Romaine lettuce.  I’m even 
thinking of trying it out on the 
grill…

In the meantime, be the 
change you want to see in the 
world.

BY STEVEN GLOSSER
The Pelham Parkway 

Neighborhood Association held 
its last monthly meeting before 
the summer recess on Tuesday, 
June 13th at Bronx House. Our 
special guest speaker was the 
Bronx Deputy Borough Presi-
dent Aurelia Greene.

First off were announce-
ments from our local repre-
sentatives. Senator Jeff Klein 
will be sponsoring a Fireworks 
Show at Orchard Beach on 
Thursday, June 29. Please call 
his offi ce at (718) 822-2049 to re-
serve a spot.  

There will be the Annual 
National Night Out on the fi rst 
Tuesday in August  sponsored 
by the 49th Precinct. They are 
unsure of the location as of this 
writing, due to the construc-
tion on Pelham Parkway North 
and it will be relocating this 
year. We will keep the commu-
nity updated through our Face-
book page as soon as we know 
the whereabouts. 

The Pelham Parkway Li-
brary located on Barnes and 
Lydig avenues will be having 
a used book sale in memory of 
community activist and for-
mer Pelham Parkway Neigh-
borhood Association vice pres-
ident the late Jeffrey Panish. 
The book sale is scheduled for 
July 7 through July 12.  They 
are looking for multi lingual 
books to sell. Please come out 
and support  this great event. 

     Next up was our featured 

speaker Aurelia Greene. She 
was quick to praise neighbor-
hood organizations like the 
PPNA as a forum for the com-
munity to meet and discuss 
issues and concerns of their 
neighborhood.  She said there 
should be more organizations 
that show the heart and com-
mitment  that we do for our 
community.. She further ex-
panded on to say this is her 
eight year anniversary as dep-
uty borough president and she 
meets regularly with commu-
nity boards and organizations 
such as ours to work together 
as a united body to address is-
sues plaguing neighborhoods.

She was very proud to report 
people are ‘chomping at the bit’ 
to come to the Bronx. The Bronx 
is the place to be now.  Among 
the many accomplishments 
since Borough President Diaz 
took over are the 29,000 units of 
new housing in the Bronx since 
2009 and 7,000 of those  units 
are through capital grants. The 
unemployment level is at a re-
cord low 5.7%.  It has been cut 
more than half since the start 
of her term eight years ago.  As 
of March 17 there are 619,400 
people working in the Bronx. 
One hudred and fi fty thousand 
people have jobs today that  did 
not have them in 2008. 

She praised the Bay Plaza 
Mall and the soon-to-be new 
mall across the highway from 
Bay Plaza, where the old golf 
range was previously. 

She spoke about the soon to 
be opened Kingsbridge Ice Cen-
ter. Her offi ce fi rst priority will 
be to hire workers from the 
Bronx. Fresh Direct will soon 
be opening a large distribu-
tion center in the Bronx as will 
as York Studios who are open-
ing shortly in the Bronx. There 
will be a new Bronx general 
post offi ce opening as well as a 
new YMCA and a renovation of 
the Orchard Beach Pavilion.  

All this is proof of the 
growth in all parts of the Bronx 
and all the major corporations 
interested  in relocating to 
the Bronx. There will soon be 
four new Metro North stations 
to service the residents of the 
Bronx.  Greene spoke highly 
of our Pelham Parkway neigh-
borhood praising the multi-
cultural community and call-
ing it the shining oasis of the 
Bronx because of its beautiful 
trees and greenery.  We thank 
Greene very much for visiting 
and speaking to us.  In closing 
the PPNA  are watching closely 
and  are in contact with the the 
landlord  of the property lo-
cated at White Plains Road and 
Maran Place which is in the 
process of being torn down. 

There will be a summer re-
cess and our monthly meetings 
will start up again in Septem-
ber. Keep in mind the summer  
recess does not stop us from 
continuing to work tirelessly 
and  year round to improve 
the quality life in  the Pelham 
Parkway community. 

We can always be reached 
by email at pelhamparkwayNA 
@gmail.com. Also follow and 
like us on Facebook for all cur-
rent happenings in the com-
munity. The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association 
wishes everyone a safe and 
happy summer. 

BY ANDREW CHERICO
Our last meeting before 

summer break will be on Fri-
day, June 30 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the First Lutheran Church of 
Throggs Neck.  

Our guest speaker will be 
Matt Cruz who is our new dis-
trict manager at Community 
Board 10.  This is a great time 
to meet him and let him know 
your concerns for our commu-
nity.  

He is a good listener and 
very interested in working 
hard to make our community 
the very best it can be.

We have some giveaways to 
help you enjoy the summer sea-
son, so come and enjoy the last 
meeting before summer break 
and take something home that 
will help your summer be tast-
ier or more colorful.

We hope to see you there.

BY LYNN GERBINO
Our next and last meeting 

before the summer break will 
be held on Tuesday, June 27, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Villa Bar-
one Manor. We will host a 
candidates forum for the 13th 
Council District. We invite 
you to attend, all are welcome 
to hear about the hopes and 
dreams of each person run-
ning for this all important po-
sition. 

Before you vote, make sure 
you know who you are voting 
for and how they stand on the 
issues. 

We hope to see you there.
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Judy Lanci (l), Theodore Korony American Legion Post 253 Ladies Auxil-
iary president, gave American fl ags to students in honor of Flag Day. 
 Photo courtesy of Judy Lanci

Miss Elena Sunshine School students and teachers celebrated Flag Day 
on Wednesday, June 14.

MISS SUNSHINE CELEBRATES
 FLAG DAY

The Samuel H. Young American Legion Post 620 gave several discarded 
American fl ags a proper send off with a retirement of the colors cer-
emony on Friday, June 16.

POST 620 HOSTS RETIREMENT
OF THE COLORS

Bill Franklin stepped away as the fl ames began to grow. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Lesley Massiah-Arthur, Fordham University associate vice president; SBS commissioner Gregg Bishop; 
Jainey Bavishi, Mayor’s Offi ce of Recovery & Resiliancy director; Corinne Schiff, NYC Department of Health & 
Mental Hygiene associate commissioner; NYC Parks commissioner Mitchell Silver and Daniel Zarrill, Mayor’s 
Offi ce of Climate Policy senior director, painted O’Hare Hall’s roof. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Fordham University collaborated with the Mayor’s Offi ce of Recovery and Resiliency to make its Rose Hill campus 
buildings part of the citywide CoolRoofs program on Wednesday, June 14. Over the summer, the university will make 
O’Hare Hall, Tierney Hall, Martyr’s Court, McGinley Center, Queens Court and Walsh Hall part of the program.

FORDHAM UNIVERSITY JOINS COOLROOFS PROGRAM

Senator Klein (l) presented a hefty ceremonial check to Tracy Shelton, KRVC executive director. 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein’s Offi ce

Senator Jeff Klein recently announced he secured $250,000 in funding for Kingsbridge Riverdale Van Cortlandt De-
velopment Corporation in this year’s state budget. The senator made the announcement on Sunday, June 11 during 
RiverFest, an annual celebration along the Hudson River.

KLEIN FUNDS KINGSBRIDGE-RIVERDALE ORGANIZATION

Local scholar Kelly Bamfo (c) proudly 
accepted his scholarship award from 
McDonald’s owner and operator An-
gela Adderly and Ronald McDonald. 
 Photo courtesy of Don Sherrill

Fourteen deserving high school gradu-
ating seniors from across the New York 
tri-state area were honored at the annual 
Ronald McDonald House Charities New 
York Tri-State Area African American Fu-
ture Achievers Scholarship Luncheon on 
Wednesday, June 7.

MCDONALD’S
HONORS SCHOLAR
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BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
Hope all dads had a great 

Fathers Day.
Happy Juneteenth to all. 

You don’t know? Juneteenth 
is the oldest known celebra-
tion commemorating the end-
ing of slavery in the United 
States. Dating back to June 
19,1865, that Union soldiers 
led by Major General Gordon 
Granger landed in Galveston, 
Texas with the news that the 
war had ended and the slaves 
were now freed. This was 

two years after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation of 1863. 
With too few Union troops in 
Texas at the time, the procla-
mation could not be enforced. 
With the arrival of Granger’s 
troops things changed and 
the slaves were fi nally freed. 
The actual date of the free-
ing was not known, so, June-
teenth came into being. Cel-
ebrations ensued which later 
declined only to be reinstated 
later on. The Civil Rights 
movements of the ‘50s and 
‘60s helped bring this about. 
It is still celebrated primar-

ily in Texas.
While we’re on this his-

tory kick, do you know who 
wrote the Pledge of Alle-
giance?  Well, it was a Baptist 
Minister, Francis Bellamy, 
who wrote it in 1892, It was in 
celebration of the 400th an-
niversary of Columbus’ ar-

rival in the Americas. The 
Pledge was supposed to be 
quick and Bellamy designed 
it to be recited in 15 seconds. 
Good grief. Look what you 
can learn hanging out with 
this Pulitzer prize-worthy 
column.

This next from the NYC 
Veterans Alliance. For a 
ton of vet info, log onto ad-
min@nycveteransalliance.
org  Lots of info, tax breaks 
for vets, happenings, home 
loans transitions to civilian 
life and much more.

Trivia Time

The fi rst Fathers Day was 
celebrated in Spokane Wash-
ington on June 19, 1910.

On the same date in 1953, 
the Rosenbergs were exe-
cuted. Ask grandpa.

Again on the same date 
but in 1960, Freedomland 
opened.

Schwerner, Goodman and 
Chaney, three Civil Rights 
Advocates were killed by the 
KKK on June 21, 1964.

Your brains are full, 
so keep the troops in your 
prayers, take a vet to lunch 
and God bless.

BY KENNY AGOSTO
Summer Is Finally Here

The Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association, your 
community advocates serving 
the Allerton and Pelham Park-
way neighborhoods is fi red up 
and ready to enjoy a produc-
tive and safe summer. After a 
brief sojourn into spring, B-
PECA is again hard at work 
planning an ambitious sum-
mer activities to knock your 
socks off.  B-PECA met with 
our Councilman Ritchie Tor-
res with NYC Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell Silver and our 
very own Bronx Parks Com-
missioner Iris Rodriguez Rosa 
to discuss the ongoing reno-
vations to Bronx Park and 
Pelham Parkway land.  We 
discussed the need for more 
benches for our seniors.  

We are on schedule to build 
a senior/disability friendly 
exercise area on Bark Park 
East.  We also discussed open-
ing more areas of Pelham 
Parkway.  We are already see-
ing the vast improvements in 
store for our community.  At 
last month’s meeting, we were 
graced by our Bronx DOT Com-
missioner Navardo Lopez who 
gave a detailed presentation of 
the traffi c calming measures 
to alleviate traffi c congestion 
and increase safety on Boston 
Road and Allerton Avenue.  
We will restore our beautiful 
Bronx Park back to its glory 
days. We thank Councilman 
Torres on all his efforts to im-
prove our quality of life.  We 
already have embarked on an 
aggressive spring and sum-
mer cleaning sprees. 
Blockbuster Block Parties 

Summer is here and our 
famous block parties have 
begun.  This past Saturday, 
Grace Lavaglio and the Aller-
ton Barnes Block Association 
held its block party. MC Bob 

McNeil was his usual fabu-
lous self.  There was games; 
B-PECA’s Raphael Schweizer 
was on hand coordinating 
our community talent includ-
ing Hip Hop performances 
by the kids and young adults. 
We were treated to a special 
visit by our own Senator Ja-
maal T. Bailey who encour-
aged our youth. DJ Henry 
provided great music; Norma 
Lopez gave out nutritious fruit 
snacks.  Norma and Christina 
Coffi eld provided the taste 
of the Caribbean. Roseanne 
Aprea and Verahn Chamb-
ley supervised the children. 
Larry Mauriello operated the 
dunk tank and Kenny Agosto 
volunteered to be dunked.  We 
thank ABBA, B-PECA and ev-
eryone who participated in 
this successful endeavor.   

Next up, B-PECA will be 
hosting the sixth Annual 
Thwaites Place-Olinville Av-
enue Block Party on Olinville 
Avenue and Thwaites Place, 
Saturday, July 25, from noon 
to 8 p.m. We will have live 
band music all day, including 
Salsa sensation group ‘Algo 
Nuevo’ and Kyle Schweizer 
and his Jazz Rock band ‘Dou-
ble Down.’  Pony rides, great 
food, pizza eating contests, 
and of course, the Dunk Tank 
will be there. Come one, Come 
all!   

In August, we   will have 
our annual B-PECA Beach 
Blanket Bingo Bash on Or-
chard Beach, Sunday, August 
20 from 11a.m. to 7 p.m.  Fi-
nally, to top it off, the fabulous 
Norma Lopez and the men 
and women of the Cruger-
Mace Block Association will 
co-host their Annual Back to 
School Block Party on Satur-
day, August 28 also from noon 
to 8 p.m.  Come share with B-
PECA, a summer to remember 
Come one, come all

Beautifi cation Projects

In the past three weeks, 
members of B-PECA and vol-
unteers from all over the 
northeast Bronx have put 
sneakers on the ground to re-
take our vandalized and ille-
gally tagged walls and street 
infrastructure.  This spring, 
Ralph, Sal and B-PECA have 
been patrolling our neigh-
borhoods to prevent crime. 
We also have attacked the 
benches and street lamps of 
our beloved Bronx Park East. 
We will continue to roll up our 
sleeves scraping and painting 
over illegal graffi ti tagged all 
over the community. B -PECA 
has pledged to work together 
to paint beautiful murals wel-
coming visitors to our neigh-
borhoods beautifying and 
mitigating against our walls 
being tagged again.  Ever 
since the community worked 
with NIDC to paint over a di-
lapidated section of Olinville 
Avenue, the mural there has 
been virtually tag free for last 
six years. It is defi nitely the 
‘Broken Window Theory’ put 
to practice.  The Bronx is feel-
ing the power of a determined 
Bronx community united!

Discovery 4 Justice 
The members of Discov-

ery for Justice and the vocal 
diverse members of the com-
munity, clergy, legal defend-
ers, and law enforcement went 
up to Albany to lobby our state 
legislators to discuss repeal-
ing Criminal Procedure Law 
240 in favor of open, early, and 
automatic discovery in our ju-
dicial system. The group ar-
ticulated the pressing need to 

change this arcane law. Too 
many under privileged people 
are too often forced to make a 
guilty plea without their coun-
sel having access to exactly 
what they are accused of. 

The lobby day put a human 
face to the urgency of this 
much-needed legislation that 
can typically affect one out fi ve 
people in the Bronx. Another 
component of this proposal 
discussed at the meeting was 
making it automatically elec-
tronically ‘paperless”’to dras-
tically reducing the enormous 
costs of constantly reprinting 
entire court documents re-
peatedly. This too could allevi-
ate the burden of an extremely 
over-crowded court system.  A 
change is going to come, stay 
tuned. 

In Memoriam

This month in memoriam, 
we remember our commu-
nity public servants who have 
fallen in the line of duty.  Our 
community has been devas-
tated by the sudden loss of our 
community families.  Com-
munity attorney William J. 
‘Will’ Madonna, 56 of a mas-
sive heart attack. Will was our 
attorney whether it was fi ght-
ing for the residents of Tracey 
Towers or advocating safety 
for the people of Pelham Park-
way/Morris Park, as Assem-
blyman Gjonaj’s chief coun-
sel, Will was always there.  
Will got his start at the Bronx 
County District Attorney’s of-
fi ce representing the people 
of the Bronx. He was a gentle-
man and a scholar. He will be 
sorely missed.  

Latina and LGBTQ Com-
munity Advocate Extraordi-
naire Carmen Acosta. Carmen 
was a community organizer 
for SEIU 1199 United Health-
care East. Carmen always 
made it her business to meet 
with committed labor activist 

to bring positive change to our 
community. When it was not 
popular to fi ght for LGBTQ 
rights, Carmen wore her pur-
ple colors and hat and went to 
battle for civil rights and was 
a pioneer for Marriage Equal-
ity. Carmen was our Wonder 
Woman.  

FDNY Fire Fighter Wil-
liam Tolley, 42. Bill who served 
at Engine Co. 286/Ladder 135 
when he accidently fell off his 
ladder fi ve stories to his death 
in the line of duty.  NYPD po-
lice offi cer Michael Hance, 44 
due to 9/11 related cancer. Mi-
chael was a heroic cop who 
worked to save lives during 
the September 11 attacks. Mi-
chael was a cop’s cop and en-
joyed bodybuilding.  Mike be-
came famous when he danced 
and “twerked” in a video that 
went viral 10 million times, 
dancing with an LGBTQ rev-
eler at the Heritage of Pride 
March two years ago, demon-
strating a shining example 
of the good relationship be-
tween the NYPD and the LG-
BTQ community. G.O.A.L. the 
NYPD LGBTQ Offi cer’s Asso-
ciation will be posthumously 
honoring police offi cer Hance 
for his hard work and spirit. 
May their eternal spirits Rest 
In Peace…

Let Me Tell You 
Our next meeting will be 

on Wednesday, June 28 at 6:30 
p.m. at Gasolina Lounge 2525 
Boston Road off Wallace Av-
enue.  As always, if you need 
more information on any of 
these exciting community ac-
tivities,

Please don’t hesitate to call 
or text us at: (347) 654-7044 or 
email us at: BxParkEast@
gmail.com or even still, you 
can follow us on  facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/groups/
BxParkEast to see our commu-
nity  updates and happenings!

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 260-4593
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Uriah Johnson (l) and WSBID’s new mascot, Wes, entertained the crowd during band intermission. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

(l-r) Athena Carter, Metro Optics Minion and Sara 
Bonizio enjoyed the festivities. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

The rainy weather didn’t spoil anyone’s fun at the ninth annual Fair @ the Square on Saturday, June 17 along East Tremont and Lanes avenues. The free event presented by Westchester Square 
Business Improvement District and Image Marketing featured live musical performances, vendors, food and the unveiling of a new mural and WSBID mascot.

FAIR @ THE SQUARE BRINGS SUMMER FUN

(l-r) Joe and Rose Silver with Tony Menditto 
of John Duke Band marched in procession. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

A parishioner paid respect to St. Anthony of 
Padua which was marched in a procession 
around the neighborhood. 
 Photo by Laura Stone

Bronxites satisfi ed their craving for summer 
fun at the time honored Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Church’s Feast of St. Anthony on Sun-
day, June 11 at East 187th Street and Arthur 
Avenue. The annual celebration featured a re-
ligious procession, carnival rides and games, 
raffl es, food and live music by the Romantic 
Tenor Teo.

MT. CARMEL 
CHURCH’S FEAST OF

 ST. ANTHONY

‘Las Tres Hermanas’ coloring book illustra-
tor Sabrina Cintron signed autographs at 
the event. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

La Borinqueña creator and writer Edgardo 
Miranda-Rodriguez attended his superhero-
ine’s mural unveiling. 
 Photo by Miriam Quin

Mural kings Tats Cru painted the façade of Ca-
sita Maria Center for Arts and Education with 
empowering imagery of Edgardo Miranda-Ro-
driguez’s La Borinqueña, the fi rst Puerto Rican 
female superhero, on Wednesday, June 7.

LA BORINQUEÑA 
MURAL UNVEILING
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Bronxites enjoyed so much needed fun in the sun at this year’s Bronx Day celebration on Saturday, 
June 10 at the New York Botanical Garden’s Clay Family Picnic Pavilions. The fun-fi lled extravaganza 
featured live music; face painting; health, fi nance and education kiosks and healthy cooking demos.

BRONX DAY HELD AT NYBG

Parents and children enjoyed exploring the Bronx Children’s Museum’s exhibit bus. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Father and Mother Nature joined in the fes-
tivities. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Evelisa Negron and her sons, Alexander (l) 
and Nick, visited the ‘Cooking with Coqui’ 
booth. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Mayor’s Cup Elementary School champions P.S. 289 proudly displayed their trophy and medals.
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Elementary school fi nalists P.S. 187 with NYJTL board members. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

New York Junior Tennis and Learning hosted the 29th annual Mayor’s Cup All-Scholastic Tennis Cham-
pionship fi nals on Sunday, June 11 on the Victor Kiam and Pershing Square Stadium Courts in the Cary 
Leeds Tennis Center.

NYJTL HOSTS MAYOR’S CUP FINALS

NYPD Community Affairs police offi cers, 45th Precinct Community Affairs police offi cers 
with teachers and students of Police Offi cer Edward R. Byrne School enjoyed an exciting 
carnival. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

Students and teachers at Police Offi cer Edward R. Byrne School enjoyed some early summertime fun 
at their school’s carnival on Friday, June 9.

P.O. BYRNE SCHOOL’S SUMMER CARNIVAL
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FREE CLASSES
English Classes, TASC (GED) Classes, Citizenship Classes,

& Computer Classes
All Ages 18 and up are Welcome

Register with us at 2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Registration for ESL, Citizenship, and Computers on: 
June 30th from 10am-2pm

July 6th from 2-6pm 

For TASC (GED) Registration:
July 3rd at 10am SHARP!!

At 2125 Glebe Ave, Bronx, NY 10462

For more information, please call:
Danielle Rucker, Program Coordinator, 718-829-1564 EXT 3 or Drucker@ymcanyc.org

Ariel Quinones, Administrative Assistant, 718-829-1564 EXT 4 or Aquinones@ymcanyc.org
Or visit our office:  2125 Glebe Ave Bronx New York 10462

Bronx YMCA
New Americans Welcome Center,

Literacy Zone and Young Immigrants Program
www.ymcanewamericans.org 

www.facebook.com/BronxNAWC   
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P.S. 71’s eighth grade Mock Trial Team took home the gold at this year’s 
competition. Photo courtesy of P.S. 71

(l-r) P.S. 71’s principal Margaret Mirando, teacher Amanda Ventrella and 
assistant principal Raquel Quesada. Photo courtesy of P.S. 71

P.S. 71’s eighth grade Prep Academy won this year’s 20th annual Thurgood Mar-
shall Junior Mock Trial Competition on Friday, June 9 at the Bronx Supreme 
Court’s Rotunda.

P.S. 71 WINS JUNIOR MOCK TRIAL

(front, l-r) PPNA’s Ruth Birtenberg; Debby Kawialick; Steven Glosser, vice chairman; Edith Blitzer, president; 
Deputy Borough President Green; (back, l-r) PPNA’s Jacqueline Lutnick; Lance Zavick; Andrea Siegel and Kay 
Cardona. Photo by Ray Maldonado

Deputy Borough President Aurelia Green was the guest speaker at the Pelham Parkway Neighborhood Association’s last 
meeting before its summer break on Tuesday, June 13 at Bronx House.

DEPUTY BP ATTENDS PPNA MEETING

(l-r) Kayler Garcia, Jake Tararez, Gavin Hernandez, Harold Perez, Carlos Justiniano, Alyssa Monte, Leticia Lynch, 
principal Elizabeth Cardona, Stephanie Febres, Parent Association member Margarita Hernandez and Sabina 
Jansen cut the ribbon for the school’s new mural. Photo by Miriam Quin

P.S. 310’s larger-than-life mural was a sight to behold. Photo by Miriam Quin

P.S. 310 celebrated a multicultural ribbon-cutting ceremony for its brand new mural on Thursday, June 15.

P.S. 301 HOLDS MURAL UNVEILING
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JUST RAN OUT OF CONTACTS?

BROKEN GLASSES? 

NEED TO FINALLY SCHEDULE  
THAT OVERDUE EYE EXAM?

IS OPEN SUNDAYS  
11AM - 4PM!

815 HUTCHINSON RIVER PARKWAY 
IN THE THROGGS NECK SHOPPING CENTER 

718.569.5680
AMPLE�FREE�PARKINGFREE
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(l-r) Chacko Andrews, Julia O’Rourke, Professor of Accounting Department Bill Battaglieri, Aurelio Lua, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, Abraham Bluestone, Oscar Merino, Denis Gal-
damez and Alexandra Andreani. Not pictured: Emmet Clarke, Peter Kerantzas and Daniel Falcones. Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Michael Benedetto’s Offi ce

From Monday, February 13 to Wednesday, March 22, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto sponsored students from Iona College to provide free tax preparation for seniors in his district.

BENEDETTO SPONSORS FREE SENIOR TAX PREP

Principal O’Keefe (back, l) with some of his supporters following the ran. 
 Photo by Fernando Justiniano

Cardinal Spellman High School cheerleaders and staff members 
cheered on O’Keefe. Photo by Fernando Justiniano

For the second year in a row, Cardinal Spellman High School principal Daniel O’Keefe ran 100 miles to help raise $100,000 for the school’s fi nancial aid on Saturday, June 17. O’Keefe took a detour in the Great 
New York 100 mile exposition which ran through Manhattan, the Bronx, Queens and Brooklyn before returning to Manhattan, to run a lap on the school track with students, alumni and supporters of the 
Achieve 100 initiative.

SPELLMAN PRINCIPAL ACHIEVES 100 MILES

Third graders treated themselves to some delicious 
ice cream at their school’s celebration. 
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

St. Raymond Elementary students celebrated the end of the 
school year and passing the Archdiocesan Religion Exam 
with an Ice Cream Social on Wednesday, June 14 inside the 
school’s gymnasium.

ST. RAYMOND’S
HOSTS ICE CREAM

 SOCIAL
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GEORGE’S RESTAURANT
Corner of Westchester Avenue & Crosby Avenue

SERVING THE FINEST FOOD FOR OVER 48 YEARS
NOW SERVING WHOLE WHEAT PASTA

WE NOW DELIVER TO PELHAM BAY,
THROGS NECK & COUNTRY CLUB!

$10 Minimum For Delivery - Delivery Hours 11am-9pm

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT EVENT - CURBSIDE PICK-UP!

SAUTE´ AND
PASTA DISHES

COME AND ENJOY OUR 
NEW SAUTE MENU!

SERVED
MONDAY - SATURDAY

FROM 4PM-9PM

EARLY BIRD

DINNER
SPECIALS

$9.95

SUNDAY - THURSDAY
3pm - 6pm

YOUR NEXT DELIVERY OF 

$20 OR MORE

$300
OFF

GEORGE’S SPECIAL

Must Mention Coupon Offer While Ordering 

To Receive Discount And Present Upon Food 

Receipt. Not To Be Combined With Any Other 

Offer. Exp. 06/30/2017

• Do You Remember - Egon Erickson.........................63

• Just Nuts Dance Band Upcoming Events...............65

• Fordham United Methodist Church Anniversary....65

• Pelham Art Center Showcase/NYBG Programs...65

Sunset Wednesdays music at Wave Hill
Saturday, July 1; Sunday, 

July 2: Family Art Project: Na-
ture’s Canvas Bags: Create an 
image of watery ripples, waves, 
washes or sprays on an every-
day canvas bag that you can 
take everywhere! Add quotes, 
and stencils or sketches of 
Wave Hill using fabric mark-
ers. Create it as a memento or 
to show off your love for water 
and nature. 

Saturday, July 1; Sunday, 
July 2; Tuesday, July 4:: Garden 
Highlights Walk: Join in for an 
hour-long tour of seasonal gar-
den highlights. Free, and ad-
mission to the grounds is free 
until noon.

Sat, July 1: Family Garden 
Walk: Visit favorite, family-
friendly locations in the gar-
dens on a walk with a Wave 

Hill Garden Guide. Children 
ages six and older welcome 
with an adult.

Sat, July 1: Gallery Tour: 
Wave Hill’s Curatorial Fellow 
will lead a tour of current exhi-
bitions in Glyndor Gallery. The 
group show, Outcasts: Women 
in the Wilderness, explores 
how women have been treated 
and portrayed as outcasts in 
history, myth and biblical leg-
end. In the Sunroom Project 
Space, Sonya Blesofsky’s sculp-
tural installation is inspired by 
the history of Glyndor House, 
while Sindy Butz’s includes en-
larged photographs and videos 
of her performing with Wave 
Hill fi replaces. F

Wednesday, July 5: Sunset 
Wednesdays Outdoor Music: 
Elsa Nilsson Quartet: Led by im-

provising fl utist Elsa Nilsson, 
the quartet Elsa Nilsson, fl utes 
and vocals; Jeff McLaughlin 
guitar; Alex Minier, bass; Cody 
Rahn, drums is a tour de force, 
weaving the sounds of Brazil, 
Cuba, Spain, Turkey and the 
Baltic countries, with the tra-
ditional Swedish folk music of 
Nilsson’s roots. Radio station 
KSER in Seattle declares Nils-
son’s music is “absolutely gor-
geous.” Nilsson has two CDs to 
her credit: Salt Wind, released 
in 2017, and Already There Yet, 
released in 2013. In addition to 
Nilsson’s work as a leader, she 
composes for and regularly 
performs in a variety of proj-
ects, including a duo with pia-
nist Jon Cowherd and Far Cry 
Flutes. Nilsson also plays with 
several singer/songwriters, 

including Jann Klose and the 
Wendy Hackett Band, and of-
ten collaborates on lyrics with 
Elizagrace Madrone, who co-
wrote a number of lyrics for 
the Wave Hill concert. Elsa 
currently resides in Brooklyn. 
Her performance at Wave Hill 

includes the world premiere of 
a suite written for the garden 
and a cover of Simon and Gar-
funkel’s “Scarborough Fair.” 

Wave Hill is located at 675 
West 252nd Street. For further 
information call (718) 549-3200, 
ext. 232

Wave Hill Sunset Wednesdays Outdoor Music with the Elsa Nilsson Quar-
tet.                             Photo by Ben OBrien Smith

GrowNYC.org/Compost

Recycle@GrowNYC.org

212.788.7964

Drop off fruit & vegetable scraps at 

convenient collections near transit on 

Friday mornings in The Bronx

138th St & Brook Ave (6:45am - 10:00am) 

149th St & 3rd Ave (7:00am - 10:15am) 

149th St & Grand Concourse (7:15am - 10:15am) 

161st St & River Ave (7:30am - 10:15am)

163rd St, Southern Blvd & Hunts Point Ave (6:30am - 9:45am) 

Burnside & Jerome Aves (7:30am - 10:30am) 

E Tremont Ave & Boston Rd (6:30am - 9:30am) 

E Fordham Rd b/t Webster & 3rd Aves (7:00am - 11:00am) 

E Fordham Rd & Jerome Ave (7:15am - 10:45am) 

More info: GrowNYC.org/Compost or 212.788.7964 
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We’ll help take the mystery 
out of cremation.

Family Owned & Operated for over 60 years

Egon Erickson, early Bronx athlete

Egon R. Erickson in 1910

I recall John McNamara 
telling me a story many years 
ago about his father courting 
his mother. His father came 
from the Canal Street area of 
Manhattan where he was a 
well-known pugilist. When he 
asked for his intended wife’s 
hand in marriage, she said 
not as long as he continued 
prize fi ghting. He made a de-
cision then and there to give 
up boxing. Instead, he took up 
running and became rather 
adept at it, narrowly missing 
a chance to compete in the 
Olympics. 

He also found a job work-
ing on the construction of Im-
maculate Conception Church 
being built on Melrose Avenue 
near where the couple later 
raised their two sons. 

Recalling the story reminds 
me of a once renowned Bronx-
ite from East 136th Street 
who actually did get a chance 
to compete in the Olympics. 
Gabby Williams is the cur-
rent AAU champion stealing 
newspaper headlines but back 
in 1909 it was high jumper 
and runner Egon R. Erickson 
who reigned supreme with the 

press. He won the National 
High Jump championship that 
year.

 Among the organizations 
he competed for were the New 
York Athletic Club, Mott Ha-
ven Athletic Club, Swedish 
American Athletic Club, the 
Irish American Athletic Club 
and after joining the police de-
partment in 1911, the NYPD 
Athletic League. 

He also made it a point to 
participate in fund-raisers 
including one for the widows 
and orphans of members of 
the Jersey City Police Depart-
ment held at the Jersey City 
Baseball Ground in Septem-
ber of 1917. He represented the 
NYCPD along with other mem-
bers of his department.

He started competing 
early and by 1904 at age 16 he 
had already broken the run-
ning broad jump record at a 
meet held at P. S. 31 here in 
the Bronx. His family was liv-

ing on East 136th Street at the 
time. 

He competed in the high 
jump category in the 1912 
Olympic Games in Stockholm, 
Sweden where he tied for 
fourth place with Jim Thorpe. 

Erickson was born in Goth-
enburg, Sweden (where Volvo 
was founded in 1927) on July 4, 
1888. Gothenburg, by the way, 
is in southwest Sweden not far 
from Smaland, which is fur-
ther east and is recalled as the 
birthplace of Jonas Bronck. 

The river that runs down 
the center of our borough was 
named for Bronck and the 
borough gets its name from 
the river. Erickson came to 
America in 1891 and became a 
naturalized United States citi-
zen in 1909. His wife was born 
here but both of her parents 
were born in Ireland.

Egon retired from the New 
York City Police Department 
in 1939 and passed away on 

January 20, 1973. He now lies 
peacefully interred in the St. 
Martin Section of St. Ray-

mond’s Cemetery with his 
wife Nora who died on Novem-
ber 8, 1973.

REPRINTED FROM 9/132012
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cross town
diner

BREAKFAST
LUNCH
DINNER

DELIVERY HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM-11PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-11PM

OPEN 24 HOURS THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

718-597-3450
718-597-1978

FAX:
718-597-2097

Just Nuts Dance Band announces 
the following events that they will be 
performing at:

Monday, June 26, 7 p.m. at 20 Fifth 
Avenue, Pelham, NY, with special 
guests Dennis “Dion” Nardone and 
James Fracassi.

Saturday, July 1, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Locust Point Civic Association, 3300 
Tierney Avenue, with Dennis “Dion” 
Nardone, WVOX disc jockey and Red 
Star. The event will include BBQ ham-
burgers, franks and soda. Donation 
is $25. The day will also include cool 
gifts that will be raffl ed off. For more 
information on this event, call (917) 
833-3374.

Wednesday, July 5, and Wednes-
day, August 16, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the 
Trump Links Golf Course (Lobster 
Bake Wednesday), 500 Hutchinson 
River Parkway (next to Whitestone 
Bridge). For more information and res-
ervations call (718) 414-1555. 

* * *

The Pastor/Staff Parish Relations 
Committee of Fordham United Meth-

odist Church (FUMC) will celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of their beloved 
pastor, Rev. Leo W. Curry as the spiri-
tual leader of their congregation with 
with an anniversary banquet (ticketed 
event) at Villa Barone Manor located 
at 737 Throgs Neck Expressway. from 
11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Guests will enjoy 
a seated lunch as Rev. Curry receives 
several heartfelt expressions of appre-
ciation by friends and family and sur-
prise commendations by local commu-
nity leaders. A live jazz band will be on 
hand to accompany the festivities.

The celebration continues with a 
commanding service of worship on 
Sunday, June 25, at 11 a.m. at Fordham 
United Methodist Church located at 
2543 Marion Avenue. During the ser-
vice, parishioners will enjoy a rousing 
tribute to their pastor in recognition 
of his 30th anniversary and continued 
life ministry. The morning worship 
will include soulful music, a warm 
and powerful liturgy and a thought 
provoking sermon, delivered by guest 
preacher and Rev. Curry’s lifelong 
friend, Rev. Robert O. Simpson, pas-
tor of Janes United Methodist Church, 
Brooklyn.

The weekend concludes on Sunday 
with “Fordham at Four: Music for So-
prano and Trumpet,” a concert dedi-
cated to Rev. Curry’s faithful journey 
and three decades long legacy as pas-
tor at FUMC. The ticketed event will 
feature soloist Sequina DuBose and 
trumpeter Eganam Segbefi a. The duo 
will present classical favorites and 
several familiar hymns and spirituals 
taken from Duke Ellington’s Sacred 
Concerts. This ticketed concert begins 
at 4 p.m. at FUMC.

For more information visit Fordha-
mUMCMedia@gmail.com.

* * *

Pelham Art Center, 155 Fifth Av-

enue, Pelham, NY, will present its 
highly popular Faculty and Student 
Showcase on view from Friday, July 14 
to Saturday, August 19. 

A free opening reception will be 
held on Friday, July 15 from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. 

This annual exhibition features 
new work in a variety of mediums 
by the Art Center’s distinguished ar-
tistinstructors and enthusiastic stu-
dents. 

Exhibited work ranges from char-
coal to oils, photographs to collage, 
and mixed media to ceramics. This ex-
hibition provides a great opportunity 
to view and collect original art from 
emerging and established artists, and 
to view the results from the wide va-
riety of classes offered by the Pelham 
Art Center. 

Free and open to the public. For 
further information call (914) 738-2525, 
ext. 113.

* * *

The New York Botanical Gar-

den, Bronx River Parkway (Exit 7W) 
at Fordham Road, will present the fol-
lowing programs: 

CHIHULY, through Sunday, Octo-
ber 29: Artworks by world-renowned 
artist Dale Chihuly will be on view at 
NYBG in his fi rst major garden exhi-
bition in New York in more than ten 
years. CHIHULY, presented by Bank of 
America, will showcase approximately 
20 installations and include drawings 
and early works that reveal the evo-
lution and development of Chihuly’s 
artistic process during his celebrated 
career. Set within NYBG’s landmark 
landscape and buildings, this sensory-
fi lled exhibition is a must-see through-
out the changing seasons from spring 
through fall.

 The garden’s dramatic vistas be-
come living canvases for work created 
specifi cally for NYBG, showcasing 
Chihuly’s signature organic shapes 
in brilliant colors. Among the singu-
lar sights, a new monumental work 
inspired by his storied 1975 Artpark 
installation will enliven the water 
features of the Native Plant Garden 
and the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory 
Courtyard’s Tropical Pool, refl ecting 
the interplay and movement of color 
and light.

 CHIHULY Nights, Saturday, June 
24; 6:30–10:30 p.m.: On CHIHULY 
Nights, the exhibition is spectacularly 
illuminated amid NYBG’s sweeping 
vistas and magnifi cent Conservatory. 
After sunset, visitors can experience 
the luminous quality of Dale Chihu-
ly’s colors and forms when lit under 
the evening sky. In the Visitor Center 
plaza, a rotating lineup of performing 
artists and musicians provides enter-
tainment while you relax and enjoy 
shopping, food, and Avión Tequila 
cocktails available for purchase.

 Film Screenings: Chihuly Short 
Cuts, Saturday, June 24 and Sunday, 

June 25; 10 a.m.–5 p.m.: Short fi lms of-
fer an intimate look at Dale Chihuly’s 
creative process, revisiting earlier 
themes and exploring new ideas that 
inspire the continued evolution of his 
work.

What in the World is a Herbarium?, 
through Sunday, October 29: With 
more than 7.8 million preserved spec-
imens, the William and Lynda Steere 
Herbarium is the largest herbarium in 
the Western Hemisphere. This exhibi-
tion celebrates the Steere Herbarium 
as the centerpiece of the Garden’s bo-
tanical research program, and a price-
less resource for scholars from around 
the world. Through this exhibition, 
learn how Garden scientists are work-
ing to study and save the plants of the 
world.

Nature’s Sculptures, Saturday, 
June 24 and Sunday, June 25; 10 a.m.–
5:30 p.m.: Using Chihuly’s glass sculp-
tures as a foundation, kids will explore 
the shapes and colors of plants in the 
Garden. They will fi nd inspiration in 
the vivid colors and patterns of nature 
throughout the Garden’s landscape, 
and craft a habitat to house their own 
air plant.

Dig! Plant! Grow! Scent-sational 
Herbs, Saturday, June 24 and Sunday, 

June 25; 1:30–5:30 p.m.: Enjoy the Fam-
ily Garden’s herbal delights and learn 
more about the sweet and savory herbs 
growing throughout NYBG’s summer 
garden. Smell, touch, and explore how 
herbs are used in all parts of our daily 
lives. Kids can pot up their own herb 
plant to tend to at home.

Native Plant Garden Tour, Satur-
day, June 24, 12:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
June 25, 12:30 and 2:30 p.m.: The Native 
Plant Garden houses a diverse collec-
tion of ferns, perennials, shrubs, and 
trees native to the northeastern United 
States. Join a Garden Tour Guide for 
a walk through these re-created habi-
tats.

 Saturday, June 24, 2:30 p.m.: The 
sights and scents of the season fl ourish 
across the 250 acres of the Botanical 
Garden. Join a Garden Tour Guide for 
a walking tour featuring highlights of 
the gardens and plant collections.

 Bird Walk, Saturday, June 24, 11:00 
a.m.: Collect data on resident bird pop-
ulations and migratory species that 
help to assess the health of bird popu-
lations and to guide conservation ac-
tion. Meet at the Refl ecting Pool at the 
Leon Levy Visitor Center.

For more information, call (718) 817-
8700 or visit nybg.org.

Just Nuts Dance Band events; Fordham United Methodist Church 
celebrates 30th; Pelham Art Center showcase; NYBG programs
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Saturday, 

July 15 
12noon – 7pm 

Recreation Complex 
1500 Paerdegat Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Come with your friends, come with your family and enjoy 
a relaxing day on the grounds of one of New York’s largest recreation centers.

Enjoy the best food, drinks & music from the Caribbean islands.

NYC
CARIBBEAN

Buy Tickets 
online at 

CaribFoodFest.net 
All adult tickets 

include 5 free food samples
(children under 12 free) 

Tickets $15 when purchased online 
by June 30th, $20 after July 6th 

VIP Tickets 
available 

(see our website for details)

SPONSORS
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BRIDAL FASHION
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net  
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

TUXEDOS
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

CATERING & VENUES
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off  18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfi eld Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 or  
privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S CATERERS
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

LODGING
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

ENTERTAINMENT
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. in 
Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

FAVORS & INVITATIONS
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

FLORISTS
FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.fl oralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn

(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfl oristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marinefl orists.com

JEWELRY
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

LIMOUSINE SERVICES
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) limo-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 or 
(718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacifi c St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefi nedayphotographers.com

SALONS
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411  www.piloarts.com

SERVICES
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

TRAVEL
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

WEDDING EXPOS
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaff air.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com

TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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Shalom Jewish
Funeral Home, Inc.

“The Bronx Jewish Community Memorial Chapel”

(718) 828-1700
Keeping Tradition Under Rabbinical Supervision

dence possible,” said Klein. 
The fi reworks musical score will 

feature a mix of music, from a wide 
range of genres such as doo wop, hip 
hop, classic rock, swing, funk, latin, 
soul and pop, according to the bor-
ough president’s offi ce. 

“Whether it’s Bronxites such as 
Dion, Steven Tyler, Anthrax, Grand 
Master Flash, Ace Frehley, Prince 
Royce or Jennifer Lopez, the Bronx 
has a fl avor for your ear regardless 
of your musical tastes,” said the bor-
ough president in a statement. 

A number of borough-based bands 
are also expected to perform live at 
the Orchard Beach band shell. 

The empanada eating contest is 
being held for the third time, and will 
feature mini-empanadas from Ha-
vana Café.

Annual Orchard Beach fi reworks display, Thursday, June 29
From page 1

The eating competition will fea-
ture a men’s contest and a woman’s 
contest, with the participants chosen 

was not satisfactory. 
According to feedback received, 

the major issues at Weiler/Einstein 
are ER overcrowding, staffi ng issues, 
quality of care and hallway beds 
in the ER  and the hospital’s upper 
fl oors, said Hunt. 

Several of the committee members 
said they had serious experiences 
waiting for admission into Weiler/
Einstein at the ER. 

Joe Boiko, a CB 10 health commit-
tee member, said that his girlfriend 
was in a holding area at the Weiler/
Einstein ER for 36 hours waiting for 
admission, while his sister was ware-
housed in the ER for days. 

Another committee member, Bob 
Bieder, said he got so frustrated after 
waiting in ER at Weiler/Einstein that 
he signed himself out after six hours 
and went elsewhere. 

Dr. Peter Semczuk, Montefi ore se-
nior vice-president, said that 30 to 40 
hour wait times are the exception in 
terms of waits at the facilities. 

He said according to the hospital’s 

Monte’s ER in bad shape; former patients asked to share experiences
From page 1

own metrics, the patients are getting 
beds much quicker, and the hospital 
has contracted to do detailed surveys 

of patients who come through the 
ERs. 

As far as adding beds go, Mon-

tefi ore has responded where appro-
priate with additional capacity, he 
said. 

Joseph Bacote, CB 11’s Health and 
Social Service Committee chairman, 
said that at a recent CB 11 meeting, 
representatives of Montefi ore said 
that the organization was not adding 
new beds at Weiler/Einstein.

Adeline Walker-Santiago, Com-
munity Board 7 chairwoman, said 
she had not heard of a town hall meet-
ing on the subject scheduled for the 
fall, but said the board would want to 
participate in it. 

She also said that the New York 
State Nurses Association visited CB 7 
on Tuesday, June 20 to express their 
concerns about conditions, including 
nurse shortages. 

Additionally, Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto has demanded Mon-
tefi ore instruct the public about its 
urgent care locations, so that the 
emergency rooms can be relieved 
of non-emergency cases that can be 
treated elsewhere. 

So far, the hospital has not budged 
on Benedetto’s request. 

Community Board 10’s Health and Human Services committee will be soliciting feedback 
this summer from people who have experienced long wait times at Montefi ore Einstein/
Weiler and Montefi ore Moses emergency rooms.

“The annual Fourth of July extravaganza at 
Orchard Beach is a special time where thou-
sands of Bronx residents gather for an eve-
ning of free entertainment and fi reworks,” 
– Senator Jeff Klein 
 Photo courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein

We are expecting over 
10,000 people to attend 
our festivities and join 

myself and Senator 
Klein as we kick-off our 
city’s Independence Day 
celebrations and salute 

America.
Ruben Diaz, Jr.
Borough President

prior to the event from the crowd on 
the beach. 

Contest winners will take home a 
‘Bronx Prize Package,’ and they must 
be over 18-years-old to participate. 

Fireworks By Grucci will provide 
the fi reworks for the event. 

An attendee of the event every 
year, Bob Bieder, told the Bronx 
Times that he looks forward to the 
event because he and others get to see 
people they know who are from all 
over the borough. 

Sponsors for the event, as of press 
time, include Air BnB, Anheuser 
Busch, Capital Shield and Bronx Tax 
Man, Con Edison, Crown Monuments, 
Empire City Casino, G.A.L. Manufac-
turing Corp, Manhattan Beer, Mercy 
College, Pascap and Schulyer Hill Fu-
neral Home. 

The fi rst host of the event was the 
late Senator Guy Velella. 
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“I’m ready. I’m going to wrestle on the guys’ team 
and try to create a girls’ club. I spoke to the 
coach and he said that I’m good to go.”
PEARL FLETCHER   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

BY TROY MAURIELLO
No matter where football 

takes Cardinal Hayes star 
Elijah Jones, his education 
will always come first.

That’s why the consensus 
three-star recruit announced 
that he would play college 
football at Boston College in 
2018, quick to point out that 
life after football was the 
driving force behind his de-
cision.

“The degree after school,” 

Jones said. “The networking 
and even the names that at-
tended Boston College and 
got a business degree. So it 
wasn’t really a four-year de-
cision, it was more for after 
sports.”

Living up to those words, 
when Jones announced his 
decision on June 16, he was 
back in the classroom only 
hours later, taking a New 
York State Regents exam in 
trigonometry.

Jones plans on working 
with the stock exchange after 
college, and Boston College’s 
top-tier MBA program gave 
the school the edge over other 
programs such as Connecti-
cut, Purdue, Maryland and 
Army. He said that the edu-
cation-focused mindset came 
was instilled in him from his 
grandparents at a young age.

“Education and academ-
ics are always the number 
one important thing,” he 

said. “If something, God for-
bid, happens and you don’t 
have an education you’re just 
out there to dry, so having an 
education and degree will al-
ways be a fall back plan.”

But make no mistake; the 
dream for Jones still remains 
to become the latest New York 
City football star to make it 
to the NFL. He felt as though 
Boston College gave him 
the best path towards that 
dream.

“I’m coming into a great 
coaching staff led by [assis-
tant coach Anthony] Campa-
nile and [head coach Steve] 
Addazio, who was with Flor-
ida and big time schools be-
fore this,” he said. “It’s nice 
to come into a big program 
and to be able to be coached 
by some of the best.”

Jones, a two-way player 
for Cardinal Hayes, was a 
steady hand for the Cardinals 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER:

CARDINALS
STAR SET
TO JOIN
EAGLES
AT BC

Continued on Page 78

Cardinal Hayes two-way standout Elijah Jones committed to Boston College this week, looking to take the next step in his career, both on gridiron and in the classroom.
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in their successful 2016 campaign. He 
hauled in 30 catches for nearly 700 
yards and seven touchdowns in just 
13 games last season.

However at the collegiate level, 
he will most likely transition into 
a full-time defensive back. His 6-3, 
175-pound frame would match up well 
across from most receivers, even at 
the Division I level.

It’s a transition that Jones feels he 
is more than capable of making, and 
it will start this season.

“I’m working more and more on 

defense in high school, and I know it’s 
still a big step. So I have to have pa-
tience and try to get through funda-
mentals,” he said.

Jones hopes to gain as much expe-
rience as a defensive back as he can 
this season, as he plans on using both 
his Cardinal Hayes teammates and 
his new family at Boston College for 
help.

“Any way I can get any tips or 
pointers I’ll definitely try to use that 
so I can work my way into this sea-
son and hopefully into college,” Jones 
said.

The 2017 season, however, will 
not only be a tune-up for what’s next 
to come. Jones has goals on the grid-
iron this fall and he’s not shying away 
from what he hopes to achieve. 

“State championship,” he said. 
“We came up short in the last minute 
and 30 seconds of the state champion-
ship last year, so that’s ultimately the 
goal for this year.”

The Cardinals nearly achieved that 
goal last season, dropping a 50-44 heart-
breaker to Canisius in the New York 
State championship game at Fordham. 
Jones had a 31-yard touchdown recep-

tion that game, but a touchdown pass 
with just 12 seconds left downed Car-
dinal Hayes.

Now the Cardinals will look to not 
only get back to that point, but to come 
home victorious this time. With the 
right pieces in place, Jones believes 
that is entirely possible. He’s got his 
eyes set on a title run and then, as far 
as he’s concerned, the sky is the limit. 

“We have a great team coming 
back,” Jones said. “Upcoming juniors 
that will play varsity minutes, so we 
have a very strong program and I feel 
like we should be able to do it again.”

from Page 77

Cardinals star set to join Eagles at BC

BY LAURA AMATO
Pearl Fletcher was tired of, simply, 

being one of the guys. 
The Truman senior wrestled on 

the boy’s team before, in her sopho-
more year, she decided a change was 
necessary. Fast forward two years 
later and Fletcher not only started 
her own girl’s team at the school, but 
was the recipient of the PSAL Wing-
ate Award for girl’s wrestling on June 
16, one fi nal honor to wrap up a ca-
reer on the mat that has been nothing 
short of dominant. 

“It was great,” Fletcher said. “I got 
to end my season off as a senior well 
and I got to leave a mark at Truman.”

Fletcher’s path to success, of 
course, wasn’t easy. 

She originally wanted to go out 
for the football team, but was told she 
couldn’t join the team and turned to 
wrestling as an alternative. At fi rst 
she was content to just be competing, 
but as she started to win more and 
more matches, Fletcher knew some-
thing, eventually, had to change. 

“I was winning a lot. I made it to 
the boy’s city championship and I 
started to wrestle Beats the Streets as 
well,” she said. “That’s where I started 

seeing more and more female wres-
tlers and I knew I just had to bring 
this to my school. There’s so many 
females who would love to wrestle, 
but they can’t always beat the guys.”
“So I told my coach,” Fletcher con-
tinued. “And we both convinced my 
principal to let the girl’s have their 
own team.”

Fletcher didn’t miss a beat tran-
sitioning from one fi eld to the other, 
but she still sometimes struggled to 
get the recognition her success de-
served. 

She did her best to remain patient, 
answering questions about why she 
was wrestling and what about the 
sport appealed to her and, then, she’d 
go out and win – consistently. That 
helped put an end to the questions. 

“At fi rst people thought it was kind 
of a joke,” Fletcher said. “A lot of the 
guys didn’t really respect me in the 
sport, but once I started winning and 
beating a lot of the guys, they didn’t 
have a choice but to respect me.”

Fletcher saved her best perfor-
mance for her senior season. The 
multi-year captain was named a 
Fargo All-American and clinched her 
second city championship, dropping 

just one match the entire season. The 
Mustangs rolled through the year, 
wrapping up the spring with a team 
title and setting a new standard for 
competition.

The unquestioned leader of the 
Truman squad, Fletcher was a com-
petitor through and through, never 
one to back away from a challenge on 
or off the mat. Of course, she’s a bit 
more partial to the mat, relishing the 
opportunity to showcase her strength 
and technique.

“I like the physicality of the sport,” 
Fletcher said. “I really like to tackle 
and stuff.”

Now, Fletcher is ready for the next 
challenge. She’s set to head to SUNY 
Cortland on a full scholarship, but the 
school, once again, doesn’t have a girl’s 
wrestling program. She’s more than 
prepared to change that – again. 

“I’m ready,” Fletcher said. “I’m going 
to wrestle on the guy’s team and try to 
create a girl’s club. I spoke to the coach 
and he said that I’m good to go.”

Pearl of wisdom: Truman standout 
leaves mark on wrestling program

Truman senior wrestling standout Pearl Fletcher wrapped up her dominant career with a 
PSAL Wingate Award on June 16, honoring some of the top athletes in the city. 
 Photo by Robert Cole

Truman’s Pearl Fletcher clinched another city championship this spring, wrapping up her 
career on the mat on a high note. Photo by Robert Cole



BRONX TIMES REPORTER, JUNE 23-29, 2017 79  BTR

The Lehman College Baseball team welcomes Sal Ventola of In-Tech Academy 
seen here signing his Letter of Intent. Sal was a 4 year starter in High School and 
is excited to join the Lightning for the 2018 season.

Lehman College Welcomes Sal Ventola Throggs Neck Girls Softball League

Throggs Neck Girls Softball League 10U team celebrated their last game for the 
Spring Season! All ready for our Summer season. Linda Del Toro

POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been 

serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 
We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 

to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as 
antiques, art, fi ne porcelain, lighting, bronzes and sculptures. 

We have particular interest in fi ne jewelry, timepieces, 
diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940
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Brain   

Cervical spine

Lumbar spine

Knee

Shoulder

High-field ‘MRI 

without walls’

15 minutes

15 minutes

19 minutes

20 minutes

15 minutes

Low-field Open or 

Standup MRI 

40 minutes

30 minutes

30 minutes

45 minutes

45 minutes

For an appointment call (718) 931-5620 or visit www.udmi.net  

Time is on your side at University Diagnostic Medical Imaging! Our latest generation in open “MRI Without 
Walls” provides high-field image quality in a completely open design which takes LESS time and collects 

MORE data than a low-field open or standup MRI. That means a more accurate diagnosis in half the time. Plus, 
our completely open design provides a better patient experience. Isn’t it time you changed your radiologist.   

Time for the ‘MRI Without Walls’

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

vs.

Remember, New Deductable Starts in 2017


