
BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Bronxites can now shop till 

they drop with a traditionally 
suburban shopping experience 
at the Mall at Bay Plaza.

The long-awaited indoor 
mall offi cially opened its doors 
to the public on Thursday, Au-
gust 14.

While elected offi cials, com-

munity leaders, mall represen-
tatives and retailers gathered 
for a ribbon cutting ceremony 
before the doors opened, hun-
dreds of people lined the side-
walk outside the mall, eager to 
start shopping.

The mall is the result of a 
two-year, $300 million construc-
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Shoppers fl ock to Aug. 14th opening

Continued on Page 6

Cabrera
can stay
on ballot

Welcome Home Hug 
Bronx dad David Ramirez reunites with son Keith when the SUNY Maritime 
training ship, Empire State VI, returned from a summer at sea visiting 
several ports, on Monday, August 8.

Photo by Alex Belisle

Gear company puts $4M in Armory

Kingsbridge National Ice Center chief 
operating offi cer Mark Messier, pic-
tured here at an earlier press confer-
ence, is thrilled that the world’s larg-
est hockey gear maker is investing in 
the project. File Photo

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Here’s a Kingsbridge Armory 

cash infusion that makes a lot of 
sense.

A leading ice hockey gear 
manufacturer has chipped in $4 
million toward the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center project, the 
developers announced Monday, 
August 18.

Bauer Hockey, a company that 
makes more hockey equipment 
than you can shake a stick at, 
has invested $4 million toward 
converting the Armory into the 
world’s largest ice sports center.

Messier: ‘great day for 
hockey’

The company’s investment is 
the second chunk of a recent $30 
million cash boost that the ice 
center’s developers, KNIC, have 
made public. The fi rst, and larg-
est, part of that investment in the 
$350 million complex came from 
the Detroit-based Kresge Founda-
tion, which threw in $10 million.

Though KNIC has yet to sign 
an offi cial lease with the city or 
begin construction on the ice cen-
ter, the center’s head and former 

New York Rangers hockey star 
Mark Messier crowed that the in-
vestment is another step closer to 
“icing” the project’s success. 

“The partnership with Bauer 
Hockey only strengthens our com-
mitment to make the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center one of the na-
tion’s top facilities and revitalize 
the Kingsbridge neighborhood,” 
Messier said in a statement. “It re-
ally is a great day for all of us who 
love hockey and love what is about 
to unfold here in the Bronx.”

Plans for the ice center call 
Continued on Page 11

BY BEN KOCHMAN
His petitions contained signa-

tures from at least three dead peo-
ple — but Fernando Cabrera’s bid 
for a west Bronx state senate seat 
is still very much alive.

So ruled a Bronx Supreme 
Court judge Friday, August 15. 
Judge John W. Carter ruled that 
Cabrera — a city Councilman who 
is challenging Senator Gustavo 
Rivera for his 33rd district seat 
— can stay on September’s ballot, 
dispite evidence that Cabrera’s 
campaign forged signatures of at 
least three deceased persons, and 
included signatures of fi ve people 
who testifi ed that the campaign 
never approached them.

Bad Hancocks
State senate candidates vying 

for a spot on the Democratc Party 
ballot in New York are required 
to collect at least 1,000 signatures 
from registered Democrats living 
in the district. Campaigns must 
also provide lists of “witnesses” 
who were present when thesign-
ings occured. 

Cabrera’s campaign produced 
1,252 signatures by the Board of 
Elections’ July deadline. But Ri-
vera’s campaign fi led a complaint 
with the board soon after, when 
they found faults with the signa-
tures provided by one Cabrera 
witness, Helen McDonald.

McDonald’s 31 pages of sig-
natures, 481 in total, contained 
many that appeared to be in 
the same handwriting, Rivera’s 
campaign charged. Rivera staff-
ers also found death certifi cates 
for three people who supposedly 
signed petitions which McDon-
ald witnessed, and tracked down 
fi ve people who testifi ed at a court 
hearing to disqualify Cabrera’s 
petitions, that the signatures col-

Continued on Page 4
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Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

An Almanac Of The BronxAn Almanac Of The BronxAn AlmanaAn Almana
STATSSTATS
BXBX ‘14‘14

Advertising Deadline: Sept. 13, Issue Date: Sept. 26
How well do you 
know the Bronx?

Bronx STATS ’14, a bound and trimmed 
reference guide, will contain an extensive 
collection of Bronx data that all Bronx resi-
dents will find useful in their everyday 
lives. Now Bronxites will have at their 
fingertips a publication they can use imme-
diately or keep for future reference.

Copies of Bronx STATS ’14 will be 
inserted into both the Bronx Times 
Reporter and the Bronx Times with an 
additional year-long distribution to select 
borough-wide locations.

After reading 
Bronx STATS ’14, 
you will know 
the Bronx!

Almanac’s Content:

Hurry, don’t miss out on the Sixth Annual
BX STATS ‘14

• Bronx Community Boards
• Firehouses
• Police Stations
• Libraries
• Bronx High Schools
• Bronx Colleges, Universities
• Hospitals
• Elected Officials
• Courts
• Parks
• Bridges
• Housing Developments
• Major Shopping Centers
• Cable Access
• Bronx Monuments
• Bronx Cemeteries
• Cultural Opportunities
• Census Information
• Business Improvement Districts
• Yankee Stadium
• Organized Sports
• Youth Programs
• Landmarks
• Landmark Districts
• Post Offices
• Bronx Bus Lines
• Bronx Train Lines
• MetroNorth Stations
• Senior Centers
• Help Sites
• Geography
• Taverns
• New Construction

NEW AND
REVISED

   Call Laura Guerriero
(718) 742-3386lguerriero@cnglocal.com      

Police commissioner 
letter gets response

Community leaders in Community Board 10 are concerned that the 45th Precinct, seen here, may need 
additional resources with the opening of malls and other new developments in the area. File Photo

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Community Board 10’s 

request for more police offi -
cers at the 45th Precinct has 
not fallen on deaf ears. 

After penning a letter 
to New York Police Depart-
ment Commissioner Wil-
liam Bratton calling for the 
assignment of additional 
offi cers to the 45th Pre-
cinct, CB 10 chair Martin 
Prince received a favorable 
response back and is now 
going to be speaking with 
a police offi cial about the 
board’s concerns.

Prince said that he is 
gathering information from 
the various communities 
that comprise the board’s 
service area so that he can 
be armed with as much in-
formation as possible while 
making the case for more 
offi cers for the geographi-
cally large precinct. 

“I wanted to have the 
individual communities 
tell me what they feel are 
hard, heavy problems,” 
said Prince. “I am going 
to cull through those com-
ments.” 

As of press time, Prince 
expects to have a discussion 
about any possible alloca-
tion of more offi cers shortly. 
He said that the response 
back from the police depart-
ment was just what he and 

the board had wanted. 
He adding that the 

board’s approach was to 
look at it from the perspec-
tive of an overworked of-
fi cer and the danger that it 
can pose to the community. 

John Marano, the vice-
chairman of CB 10 and him-
self a former police offi cer 
echoed Prince’s comments, 
saying that offi cers in the 
45th Precinct are indeed 
overworked. He has con-
cerns that people may start 
to leave the area if there is 
not an improvement in po-
lice response. 

“Why do we have to wait 
two hours for a cop to re-
spond to a call -- if they re-
spond?” he asked.

The board’s letter to 
Bratton noted the com-
pleted construction of two 
malls, the Mall at Bay 
Plaza and the Throggs Neck 
Shopping Center, and the 
planned construction of an 
outlet mall on the site that 
had been the Whitestone 
Multiplex Cinemas, along 
with a new golf course at 
Ferry Point. 

“All of these sites will at-
tract thousands of people to 
our board service area on a 
daily basis, posing all kinds 
of security concerns,” the 
letter stated, before going 
on to cite an uptick in grand 

larceny in recent police sta-
tistical data.  

Among the other con-
cerns raised by the letter 
were:

•that the precinct can 
fi eld only around fi ve cars 
with ten offi cers on many 
shifts, in an area with 
120,392 people 

•the convergence of 
three major highways in 
the board that brings with 
it a different kind of drug 
trade that sees cars deliver-
ing drugs 

•the precinct having 
to deal with 280 establish-
ments selling alcoholic 
beverages, along with 
other businesses like bar-
ber shops giving away free 
booze in some cases 

In addition to CB 10’s 
letter, Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca has written One Po-
lice Plaza, calling for addi-
tional police after the open-
ing of the Throggs Neck 
Shopping Center and the 
Mall at Bay Plaza. 

“I indicated that with 
the opening of the Target 
mall and the new Mall at 
Bay Plaza, that both of these 
malls necessitate an in-
crease in police protection 
in the 45th Precinct,” he 
said, adding he would like 
the police staffi ng to refl ect 
“realties on the ground.” 

CB 10 asks for more police



3
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  A
u

g
u

s
t

 2
4

,  2
0

1
4

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

Ready to learn
more about

relapsingMS?
You and your loved one are invited to an 
MS LIVING EVENT. Hear from MS experts and 
others who are living with MS. Plus, get some 
answers about dealing with MS and information 
on an oral treatment.

EXPERT SPEAKERS
Rene Elkin, MD
MS Center White Plains Hospital
Bronx Lebanon Hospital

FYI
A meal will be provided
Free parking or valet available

PLEASE RSVP AT
mslivingevents.com or call 1-866-703-6293
Register today. Space is limited.

Event ID: TR267606 (1164818) US.MS.MSX. 14.03.017

Frankie And Johnnie’s Pine Tavern Restaurant, 1913 Bronxdale Ave, Bronx, NY 10462
Tuesday, August 26, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern



lected by a Cabrera  cam-
paign volunteer were not 
theirs.

Escape by thinnest 
of margins

Rivera’s team had wanted 
the judge to throw out all 
of McDonald’s signatures. 
Such a decision would have 
dropped Cabrera’s valid sig-
natures to under the 1,000 
threshold and disqualifi fed 
him for the September 9 pri-
mary election.

But the witness in ques-
tion never testifi ed in court, 
because Rivera’s legal team 
were not able to serve Mc-
Donald with a subpoena in 
time, ruled Carter in his de-
cision.

Judge Carter instead 
wrote in his decision that 
though  some of McDonald’s 
signatures were fake, her 
work was not “permeated 
with fraud” enough “to jus-
tify the invalidation of her 
entire work product.” 

Only 10 out the 31 pages 
of signatures McDonald 
witnessed “were found to 

contain evidence of fraud,” 
wrote Carter. And mixed 
with the fake signatures 
were many valid ones, he 
wrote.

The court’s referee did 
end up removing 88 of Mc-
Donald’s signatures. But 
the court ultimately ruled 
that Cabrera’s team still had 
1164 valid John Hancocks 
— over the 1,000 minimum 
and thus allowed Cabrera 
to stay on the ballot for the 
primary.

Questions linger for 
Cabrera

The signatures squabble 
is only the latest case of Ca-
brera facing scrutiny for not 
following campaign rules. 
In July, the city campaign fi -
nance board ordered him to 
return $33,000 he had rolled 
over from his city council 
campaign account into his 
state senate race fund.

“While the judge refused 
to consider a number of 
our objections on technical 
grounds, this much is cer-
tain: Fernando Cabrera’s 
campaign repeatedly forged 

petition signatures from 
voters who testifi ed that 
they had never signed; and 
callously signed under the 
names of deceased people,” 
wrote Rivera campaign 
spokesman Karthik Ganap-
athy in a statement after the 
decision was handed down. 
“This fraud, like Mr. Ca-
brera’s decision to illegally 
transfer taxpayer money 
into his campaign account, 
show just how little ac-
tual support he has for this 
race.”

Cabrera’s team fi red 
back with their own state-
ment slamming Rivera for 
using public resources to 
pursue the fraud allegations 
in the fi rst place.

“Mr. Rivera has failed 
in his attempts to deny the 
voters the right to issue a 
judgment on his four years 
in offi ce,” wrote Cabrera in 
a statement issued by his 
campaign. “Mr. Rivera in-
vested huge sums of money 
hiring lawyers, staff hours, 
and taxpayer dollars in his 
failed attempt to remove me 
from the ballot.”
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Two Bronx students got 

the opportunity of a lifetime 
thanks to a music education 
non-profi t that is amping up 
its efforts throughout the 
city.

Roselyn Reyes and Luis 
Taveras, rising juniors at 
Bronx Compass High School 
in Castle Hill, attended Berk-
lee College of Music’s fi ve-
week summer program on a 
full scholarship. The schol-
arships were provided by 
Amp Up NYC, an initiative of 
national organization Little 
Kids Rock.

The Berklee experience

Reyes and Taveras, both 
electric bass players, were 
encouraged to audition for 
the program by their music 

teacher, Anthony Di Masso. 
They said they were grate-
ful for the encouragement 
because their experience at 
Berklee was a great one.

Taveras said he enjoyed 
being surrounded by so many 
like-minded musicians, and 
was inspired by the incred-
ible bass players they were 
exposed to. Reyes said she 
was excited to meet other fe-
male bass players through 
the program.

“It’s really amazing to be 
surrounded by all of that,” 
said Taveras.

“I felt like it was a family,” 
said Reyes.

They both said they’d like 
to go back to the program 
next summer, and plan on ap-
plying to Berklee for college.

Beyond the improvement 
in their music, the experi-
ence away at Berklee seemed 
to allow them to grow person-
ally said Di Masso.

“When I visited them it 
seemed like they had ma-
tured four years in just four 
weeks,” said Di Masso.

Amp Up NYC

The scholarships were 
part of the Amp UP NYC 
initiative, a partnership be-
tween Little Kids Rock, the 
NYC Department of Educa-
tion and Berklee College 
of Music, which will bring 
“modern band” programs 
to 600 NYC public schools in 
three years, said spokesman 
Keith Henja.

Little Kids Rock outfi ts 
music classrooms with the 

equipment to play popular 
music, including keyboard, 
base guitars, guitars, drums, 
and computers and other 
equipment, said Henja, with 
the idea of engaging kids by 
giving them tools to play mu-
sic they already know and 
love.

“Anything we can do to 
get kids making music and 
taping into this creativity, 
we feel is valuable,” said 
Henja. “The kids that really 
grab onto music, they start 
by playing what they like to 
listen to.”

Di Masso got involved 
with Little Kids Rock seven 
years ago, and said the range 
of instruments provided by 
Little Kids Rock gives his 
students room to experiment 
and fi nd their niche.

“They have access to try 
out a lot of different things,” 

he said.
And when students get 

engaged in music, it can help 
them come out of their shell 
socially, while at the same 
time teaching them disci-
pline, said Di Masso. Start-

ing with the music they like 
is the fi rst step to getting stu-
dents engaged.

“When you have that 
much interest going in, you 
get that much more out of it,” 
said Di Masso.

Young musicians fi nd the key to success

Bronx Compass High School students (l-r) Luis Taveras and Roselyn 
Reyes with Dr. Bryan Powell, director of Programs of Amp Up NYC 
at the Berklee 5-Week Summer Performance Program. 
 Photo courtesy of Berklee College of Music

Cabrera allowed to stay on ballot

Councilman Fernando Cabrera (right, with former Comptroller John Liu), is staying on the ballot as a 
state senate candidate, dispite evidence of fraud on some of his petitions. File Photo

From Page 1



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Anchors Away! 
The City Island Nau-

tical Museum, now and 
through the fall, is show-
casing a group of boating 
prints from the historic 
Rosenfeld Collection. The 
collection is housed at 
Mystic Seaport, The Mu-
seum of America and the 
Sea.

The Rosenfeld Collec-
tion, an anthology of al-
most one million maritime 
photographs from 1881 
to 1992, is considered the 
largest cache of its kind in 
the world. 

The collection was cre-
ated by City Islander Mor-
ris Rosenfeld and his three 
sons: David, Stanley, and 
William. The elder Rosen-
feld moved his family to 
the island’s Horton Street 
in 1926. 

Many of the photo-
graphs are of boats and 
yacht-building on and off 
City Island from years 

past, explained Tom Nye, 
museum president and cu-
rator. 

The exhibit prints were 
purchased from Mystic, 
and include images of 
some of the most beauti-
ful boats from the island’s 
yacht yards: Dorade, Bril-
liant, Bolero, Constella-
tion, Infanta, and Anal-

gra, as well as a selection 
of racing photographs.

In addition to this, Nye 
has created a unique slide 
show featuring Rosenfeld 
images and other photo-
graphs from the museum’s 
collection.  

“It is important because 
it is the largest collection 
of marine photographs in 

the country,” said Nye. 
“Basically, if you pick up 
any periodical from the 
1910s through the 1970s, 
most of the shots within 
it, including an incredible 
amount of the stock shots, 
were by Rosenfeld.” 

Many of the photos that 
were already in the collec-
tion at the City Island Nau-
tical Museum are Rosen-
felds, and were already 
part of the museum collec-
tion, said Nye. 

“The museum owns a 
number of prints taken by 
the Rosenfeld family, but 
they are in fragile condi-
tion and they are not what 
is on exhibition,” said Bar-
bara Dolesnek, museum 
vice-president, who took 
care to explain that this 
is the City Island exhibit 
featuring Rosenfeld pho-
tographs, not a ‘collection’ 
exhibit. 

“It focuses not only on 
the Rosenfelds, but on the 

most handsome boats on 
City Island,” she added. 

The images now 
available for viewing at 
the Nautical Museum 
come from a collection 
that includes sailboats, 
steam yachts, naval ves-
sels, powerboat races, 
leisure activities, and ev-
ery America’s Cup Race 
from 1885 to 1992. 

Nye also infused 
much history and folk-
lore about the Rosenfeld 
Collection into the lo-

cal’s museum’s exhibition. 
For instance, he noted 

in a conversation that 
while all three of Morris 
Rosenfeld’s sons took pho-
tographs, the credit always 
read “Morris Rosenfeld.” 

For more information, 
visit the website www.city-
islandmuseum.org. The 
museum, which is located 
at 190 Fordham Street, is 
open Saturday and Sunday 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., and 
by special appointment.  

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Senator Jeff Klein is 

back from the Holy Land. 
He joined a group of New 
York State pols on the 
goodwill trip. 

The senator spent 30 
hours in Israel that he 
termed “non-stop,” and 
had meetings with the 
country’s prime minster, 
president, defense minis-
ter, as well as the governor 
of Jerusalem and top com-
manders of the military. 

Former Israeli presi-
dent Shimon Peres took 
the group on a tour of 
“terror tunnels,” Klein 
said. These are under-
ground tunnels believed 
to have been dug by the 
group Hamas, which Klein 
termed a terrorist organi-
zation, and can stretch on 
for many miles. 

There are continued 
and ongoing confl icts be-
tween Israel and the Pal-
estinian-governed Gaza 
Strip.  

Klein was one of several 
key elected offi cials from 
New York State, including 

Governor Cuomo, Senate 
co-president Dean Skelos 
and Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver, who made 
the trip. He returned 
Thursday, August 14. 

“I feel that I actually 

got the true story that 
once again Israel is not 
the aggressor, but that Is-
rael is once again on the 
defensive,” he said of the 
ongoing confl ict between 
Israel and Hamas.  “This 

is something caused by 
terrorist organizations 
like Hamas that contin-
ues to try to annihilate 
the state of Israel, fi ring 
rockets on an hourly basis 
sometimes.”

He added: “I think it 
is important that we as a 
delegation showed support 
for the state of Israel, and 
are able to  get the story 
out there about what is re-
ally going on.”  

For Klein personally, 
the trip had great signifi -
cance, because his grand-
parents are Holocaust sur-
vivors, the senator said in 
a candid interview. 

“This was very impor-
tant to me from the get go 
because of my grandpar-
ents,” he said. “Needless 
to say my grandparents 
spent their lives support-
ing the state of Israel.”

He said that his grand-
mother was a Bronx presi-
dent of the Hadassah, the 
Women’s Zionist Organi-
zation of America, and 
helped build a hospital in 
Israel. 

Klein added that his 
grandfather was active 
in United Jewish Appeal, 
and assisted in raising 
money and selling bonds 
for Israel. 

It was especially impor-
tant to show support for 
Israel because there is a 
strong bond between New 
York and Israel, he said, 
and he pointed out that 
there are 1.7 million Jews 
living in New York State. 
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Klein and NY elected offi cials visit Israel

Senator Jeff Klein (third from right) joined Governor Cuomo, Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, Senate co-president Dean Skelos and 
other dignitaries from New York State on a recent trip to Israel.  Photo courtesy of Senator Klein’s offi ce

Collection highlights City Island’s nautical past

A Rosenfeld photo of the Henry B. Nevins Yacht Yard on City Island, 
taken in 1933. Photo courtesy of Rosenfeld Collection

A early Rosenfeld photo of “Constellation,” a 131-foot steel schoo-
ner designed by Edward Burgess and built by Henry Piepgras at 
City Island, 1889. Photo courtesy of Rosenfeld Collection
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
They came from all cor-

ners of the borough — and 
came ready to shop.

Bronx residents fl ooded 
the Bay Plaza Mall at its 
opening Thursday, August 
14. And locals were rav-
ing about the selection and 
prices at the fi rst suburban-
style mall to open within 
city limits in 40 years.

“I love it,” beamed Grace 
Rosado of Country Club, 
soon after entering the 
high-ceilinged three-story 
complex. 

Rosado said she usu-
ally shops at the Galleria 
in White Plains, or at the 
Westchester Mall. But she 
may be changing those 
plans soon.

“This is ideal for us,” 
said Rosado. “It’s indoors, 
so if the weather is lousy 
you can come here and 
spend a day here.”

Neighbors approve
Most of the people polled 

were Co-op City residents, 
who lined up to get the fi rst 
glimpse of their new neigh-
bors.

“I’m surprised, I didn’t 
think it was going to be this 
big,” said Craig Powlis, who 
lives at the co-operative.

Powlis was excited about 

the restaurants at the mall, 
which include an Olive Gar-
den. But he was concerned 
about potential traffi c leav-
ing the complex.

“It’s easy to come in, but 
nobody’s going to be able to 
get out,” he said. 

A crowd of shoppers 

lined up outside the mall 
before the 10 a.m ribbon 
cutting. Inside, another line 
formed at the H&M store. 
Staffers blasted pop radio 
and held a makeshft dance 
party to greet the branch’s 
fi rst shoppers.

“It’s a really big deal for 
us,” gushed 16-year-old Li-
ana Garrison, a Co-op City 
resident who was waiting in 
the H&M line. “We used to 
have to go to the Palisades 
[mall in West Nyack], Ridge 
Hill [mall in Westchester] 
or Cross County [mall in 
Yonkers]. Now they’re right 
across the street from us.”

Better commute 
for workers

Shoppers weren’t the 
only Bronxites pumped 
about the mall’s opening.
Offi cials said that nearly 
90% of the 1,800 employees 
hired at the mall are from 
the Bronx — the state’s most 
unemployed county.

“Now I don’t have to pay 

14 dollars every day just 
to go back and forth from 
work,” said Manny For-
tuna, a manager at Lids 
who used to work at a mall 
in Queens.

“I would have never 
taken this job if it wasn’t in 
the Bronx,” said Letty Mal-
donado, a Fordham resident 
who works as a manager at 
Journeys, a fashion apparel 
store. 

But not every shopper 
was pleased with the offer-
ings. The mall opened at 
around 71% capacity, with 
some stores still boarded 
up. Mall brass do not ex-
pect the complex to be fully 
open until next summer.

“I came to spend my 
money, but not all of the 
stores are open yet!,” 
griped Tae Bruno from Al-
lerton.

One local teenager had 
another suggestion — spice 
up the mall with some non-
shopping activities.

“They should have 

games, some more things 
here to entertain teenagers 
besides shopping,” said 16-
year-old Ladesha Grant.

--with Jaime Williams

Locals gush over Bay Plaza Mall

Co-op City resident Angela Callender called the new Macy’s at the 
Bay Plaza &quot;much better&quot; than the store in Parkchester. 
 Ben Kochman / Community News Group

Bronxite Manny Fortuna, a man-
ager at Lids, is thrilled that his 
commute is way shorter than 
it was at his former mall gig in 
Queens.  Ben Kochman / 
Community News Group

People fl ock to Grand
opening of Bay Plaza Mall

The Mall at Bay Plaza offi cially opened to the public on Thursday, August 14. Photo by Alex Belisle

tion project.
“After much hard 

work, it is extremely 
rewarding to have the 
mall open to the public,” 
said Sam Shalem, chair-
man and CEO of Prestige 
Properties & Develop-
ment Co. Inc. at the cer-
emony. “We are confi dent 
that the Mall at Bay Plaza 
will make for a great ad-
dition to the Bronx and to 
the city.”

Elected offi cials in at-
tendance included Lieu-
tenant Governor Robert 
J. Duffy, Congressman 
Eliot Engel, Public Ad-
vocate Letitia James, 
Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr., Senator 
Ruth Hassell-Thompson, 
Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, Councilman 
Andy King and Commis-
sioner of the New York 
State Department of La-
bor Peter M. Rivera.

The offi cials touted 

the almost 2,000 jobs the 
mall will create, the ma-
jority of which will go to 
residents of the borough.

“The Mall at Bay 
Plaza will ensure that 
the region sees many eco-
nomic benefi ts, with new 
jobs and new businesses 
growing right here in 
the Bronx,” said Duffy. 
“I thank our public and 
private partners for their 
commitment in develop-
ing this borough and look 
forward to the Bay Plaza 
serving as an economic 
engine in the Bronx for 
years to come.”

The mall features a 
number of stores that 
represent retailers’ fi rst 
foray in to the Bronx, 
including H&M, Victo-
ria Secret, and the Gap. 
Many mall-goers were 
enthusiastic that the 
stores they used to fre-
quent in Westchester are 
now available closer to 
home.

But while many stores 
opened on August 14, a 
number of retailers and 
dining options are still 
coming soon.

The dining options 
at the mall will include 
Joe’s Crab Shack and Ol-
ive Garden in addition to 
a food court, and the AMC 
next door to the mall was 
renovated in advance of 
the mall’s opening.

The mall also has an 
indoor parking garage 
— rates start at $2 for 
the fi rst hour — as well 
as taxi stands and public 
transportation.

Although some locals 
at the opening voiced 
concern about the in-
creased traffi c the mall 
will draw, most seemed 
happy to have the new 
amenities nearby. 

A full store directory, 
dining guide, and infor-
mation about sales can be 
found at www.mallatbay-
plaza.com.

From Page 1
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Concerns about infra-

structure continue in the 
community as new malls 
open along the Hutchinson 
River Parkway corridor, 
the most recent being the 
Mall at Bay Plaza. 

Elected offi cials are now 
joining Community Board 
10, as well as an indepen-
dent advocacy group, the 
Inter-Association Traffi c 
Steering Committee, in ad-
dressing traffi c and infra-
structure concerns in the 
east Bronx, even as the stun-
ning, gleaming new indoor 
Mall at Bay Plaza opened on 
Thursday, August 14.

Congressman Eliot En-
gel heaped praise on the 
new Mall at Bay Plaza as 
something that will “un-
doubtedly bring money 
from outside the borough 
into the Bronx.” 

“It is also important 
in the coming weeks and 
months that we study the 

traffi c fl ow and conditions 
in and around the develop-
ment carefully to ensure 
that area residents and mo-
torists who are coming to 
shop have the safest, most 
effi cient transportation ex-
perience possible,” said En-
gel.

He added: “If problems 
with traffi c are evident, it 
is imperative that federal, 
state and local offi cials 
work in conjunction with 
the Department of Trans-
portation to resolve the is-
sues adequately and in a 
timely fashion.

Borough President Diaz 
also expressed concern 
about traffi c in a question 
and answer session after 
the mall’s ribbon cutting, 
even as he spoke about new 
jobs being created and a 
new borough destination. 

“Those people who have 
concerns about mitigating 
traffi c should understand 
that their concerns and that 

their voices are not falling 
upon deaf ears,” said Diaz 
about development at Bay 
Plaza and around it. “We 
are doing everything nec-
essary working with the 
state and city Department 
of Transportation, working 
with the governor, the may-
or’s offi ce, our local elected 
offi cials, and the commu-
nity board to do the best 
that we can.”

Diaz added: “The fact 
of the matter is that we 
are going to see a spike in 
traffi c. But we are doing ev-
erything we can from add-
ing lanes, to reconfi guring 
how you get in and out of 
these places. And so we are 
concerned about it, we will 
continue to address these 
issues and we are always 
looking forward to getting 
more input from the com-
munity.” 

Peter Vallone Sr., the 
former Speaker of the City 
Council and a consultant 

for Bay Plaza’s developer 
Prestige Properties, said 
that an off-ramp (from I-95 
leading to the mall) was be-
ing widened using a combi-
nation of city, state and fed-
eral government funding. 

Martin Prince, chair-
man of Community Board 
10, said he received assur-
ances from the mall’s man-
agement that they would 
work with the board to deal 

with issues like traffi c con-
cerns. 

“We at looking at that in 
the short term, but we are 
also looking at that in the 
long term,” said Prince of 
infrastructure needs, add-
ing that the board plans 
on working with Prestige 
Properties to look to miti-
gate traffi c exiting the 
mall and headed along the 
Hutchinson River Parkway 

East service road in Co-op 
City’s Section 5 toward en-
trances to the Hutch and 
I-95. 

Ideally, there would be 
an on-ramp to I-95, as well 
as the widened off-ramp, 
said Co-op City resident 
Stuart Newman at the mall 
opening. He called the new 
mall “beautiful” and also 
said that traffi c was a “huge 
concern in Co-op City.” 

Mall’s ‘in and out’ still 
a major concern

People are shown above patiently waiting in a long line to get into the new Mall at Bay Plaza on open-
ing day. There are concerns at Community Board 10 that many patrons visiting this mall and others 
being built nearby will be travelling to them by car, causing a need for new roadway infrastructure.  
 Photo by Alex Belisle
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
A local veterinrian is 

threatening to sue a group 
of protesters who are charg-
ing that his local animal 
hospital is not up to snuff.

Throggs Neck local Rob 
Giuffre led the protest Sat-
urday, August 16 across 
the street from the Throggs 
Neck Animal Hospital on E. 
Tremont Avenue and Lamp-
ort Place.

Giuffre claims that the 
site’s veterinarian, Dr. An-
drew Manesis, mistreated 
his one-year-old cat “Kit-
tonalina” earlier this 
month. Giuffre brought the 
cat to Manesis’s offi ce on 
Saturday, August 2, with 
a suspected urinary tract 
infection. A week later, the 
cat died.

On the review site Yelp, 
Giuffre slammed Manesis 
for “killing” his cat with an 
overdose of medication.

Manesis: I’m 
innocent!

But Dr. Manesis, 69, said 
in an interview from his 

home in Connecticut that 
Giuffre’s charges unfairly 
defame his business. The 
doctor said that he per-
scribed the cat a reasonable 
dose of medicine, and that 
Giuffre was supposed to ad-
minister it himself.

Giuffre stormed into his 
offi ce after “Kittonalina”’s 
death, and physically 
threatened him, said Mane-
sis.

“After he physically 
threatened me, I said this 
man is a maniac and I am 
not dealing with him any 
longer,” said the doctor.

Q’s about vet past
Manesis, who has op-

erated in Throggs Neck 
since 1981, does have a 
history of run-ins with 
the law.

He was arrested in 
2012 for allegedly dump-
ing dead pets, which he 
was hired to cremate, at 
Hutchinson River Park-
way exit ramps. Pros-
ecutors in Westchester 
charged Manesis in Har-

rison Town Court with 
mismemeandor counts of 
fraud, violating environ-
mental conservation law 
and petit larceny.

But those charges were 
evenutally dismissed, 
said Manesis, for lack of 
evidence. 

He is currently li-
censed as a vet in New 
York and Connecticut, ac-
cording to state records.

The only blemish on 
his record is a 1993 Con-
necticut case, in which 
Manesis pled guilty to 
negligence in treating 
a cat named “Heather,” 
who died soon after the 
doctor’s treatment, ac-
cording to records.

Manesis admitted in 
that case to not properly 
recording the cat’s leth-
argy and labored breath-
ing, and not taking the 
proper x-rays. He paid a 
$1,500 fi ne and was back 
in business by early 1994.

Lawsuits en route
Guiffre says he won’t 

rest until the whole neigh-
borhood knows his story.

“People are walking 
into his offi ce not know-
ing that he did this,” he 
said.

Manesis said he was 

considering hiring a law-
yer to sue Giuffre for libel 
and slander. He also said 
he was working on getting 
a court order to keep the 
protesters at bay.

“Imagine wild people 

screaming and taking 
photographs outside of 
your offi ce, yelling at your 
customers,” Manesis said. 
“I’m well above that. I’m 
civilized, I’m cultured. I 
don’t need this.”

Protesters clash with Throggs Neck vet

A group of Throggs Neck residents protested Throggs Neck Animal Hospital on E. Tremont Avenue and 
Lamport Place over the death of pet cat, Kittonalina. Photo by Aracelis Batista

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Fashion week is coming 

to the Bronx.
The fi rst annual Bronx 

fashion week will be held 
at the Andrew Freedman 
Home on September 5, 6, 
and 7.

Inspiration

Bronx Fashion Week 
was dreamed up by Bronx 
native Flora Montes last 
year when a friend invited 
her to Latin Fashion week 
and she fell in love with the 
event.

“I thought, I would love 
to have something like this 
in the Bronx,” said Montes.

Montes, who founded 
a nonprofi t that collects 
school supplies called The 
Gift to Empower, set out to 
make her dream a reality 
and formed a board to build 
the event from scratch.

Montes said it was im-
portant to her that the 
timing of Bronx Fashion 
Week coincide with the 
other fashion week events 
throughout the city, be-
cause she has a vision of 
it growing into a notable 
event.

“I want Bronx Fashion 
Week to be on that level,” 

said Montes.
She hopes that the event 

can help bring positive at-
tention to the borough. In 
addition to the weekend’s 
events at the historic An-
drew Freedman Home, 
Bronx Fashion Week will 
produce a publication this 
fall featuring fashion pho-
tography at signifi cant lo-
cations throughout Bronx, 
including Bronx Zoo, Bronx 
Museum, and The Hub.

“It’s highlighting the  
beauty in the Bronx, which 
is one of our goals,” said 
Montes.

Events

Montes said the events 
of Bronx Fashion Week are 
geared both towards the 
general public as well as 
those in the fashion indus-
try.

Each of the three days 
Bronx Fashion week will 
host a Business Expo that 
is free and open to the pub-
lic, said Montes.

The businesses will in-
clude fashion designers, 
beauty businesses and lo-
cal retailers, among oth-
ers.

Each night there will 
be a VIP networking party 

at 5 p.m. before the nightly 
fashion show at 7 p.m.

Friday night’s show will 
feature high fashion, Sat-
urday’s show will feature 
casual wear and Sunday 
night’s show will feature 
couture fashion.

A special event on Sat-
urday will be free and open 
to public. Between 1 p.m. 
and 4 p.m. two Bronx-based 
designers will have their 
street wear modeled by 
kids at the skate park out-
side the Andrew Freedman 
Home, at 1125 Grand Con-
course.

The shows in total fea-
ture 17 designers from all 
over the city and country, 
said Montes.

“We want the fashion 
programing to unite across 
ages and demographics,” 
she said.

Tickets to a single fash-
ion show are $25 each, tick-
ets to VIP party and fashion 
show are $35. While tickets 
will be sold at the door it is 
recommended to buy them 
ahead of time.

To purchase tickets, 
go to eventbrite.com and 
search for Bronx Fashion 
Week.

Bronx hosts its fi rst 
fashion week in September

A model for Bronx Fashion Week poses with the Bronx Flag on Fordham Road at the Grand Concourse 
for a publication that will highlight Bronx locations while showcasing fashion. 
 Photo courtesy of Bronx Fashion Week
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The Mall at Bay Plaza offi cially opened to the public 
on Thursday, August 14. The ribbon cutting ceremony 
was attended by elected offi cials including Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr., Councilmember Andy King, 
Assemblyman Michael Benedetto and Senator Ruth 
Hassell-Thompson. After the ceremony, thousands 
fl ocked into the mall to check out the new stores, 
with many offering grand opening sales.

Prestige Properties chairman and CEO Sam Shalem address-
es the excited crowd at the ribbon cutting. 
 Photo by Alex Belisle
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MALL AT BAY PLAZAMALL AT BAY PLAZA
OPENS TO GREAT FANFAREOPENS TO GREAT FANFARE

Inside the mall, H&M employees get ready to welcome the crowd to its new two-
story store. Photo by Alex Belisle

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. (c) cuts the rib-
bon. Photo by Alex Belisle

Hundreds lined up outside H&M to take advantage of 
opening-day deals. 
 Photo by Alex Belisle
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BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Residents of Van Nest 

and lower Morris Park 
have a new mailing op-
tion.

The Pioneer Super-
market at 775 Morris 
Park Ave. has recently be-
come a UPS Access Point, 
giving locals the option 
to send and receive pack-
ages at the grocery store.

Store owner Yhonny 
Diaz said the access point 
was added with the needs 
of his regular customers 
in mind.

“It’s all about the con-
venience,” said Diaz.

Convenience with re-
gards to postage needs is 
something residents of 
Van Nest and lower Mor-
ris Park have lacked in 
the past few years, said 
local Joe Bombace, ever 
since the Van Nest Post 
Offi ce ceased operating 
in 2011.

While the UPS Access 
Point won’t replace all 
the services of a post of-
fi ce, said Bombace, it will 
meet some of the commu-
nities shipping needs.

“People in Van Nest, 
they’re looking for substi-
tutes,” he said. “They’ve 
got it now.”

Bombace said the pack-
age pick-up point will be 

especially helpful for fam-
ilies around the holidays. 

The UPS services 
have been integrated into 
the supermarket’s ser-
vice counter, said Diaz. 
When having something 
shipped via UPS, custom-
ers can choose to have 
the package brought to 
the supermarket if they 
are not home, or have it 
shipped directly to the ac-
cess point for no extra fee. 
Customers can also drop 
off packages with a pre-
paid UPS shipping label 
— which can be bought 
and printed online — but 
the counter does not han-

dle any UPS cash transac-
tions.

Diaz pointed out that 
the store’s long hours of-
fer an extra level of conve-
nience for customers. The 
service counter operates 
during all store hours, 
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Monday through Satur-
day, and from 7 a.m. to 9 
p.m. on Sundays.

“If they get out of work 
late, they still have time 
to get to the supermarket 
and pick up their pack-
ages.”

The UPS service 
makes the supermarket 
into a one-stop shop for a 
variety of errands, said 
Diaz.

“At the same time they 
can grab a gallon of milk 
or whatever they need for 
dinner,” he said.

The fi rst three weeks 
of the program have gone 
smoothly, said Diaz, but 
he’s found many people 
are unfamiliar with the 
program.

“It’s a good service,” 
said Diaz. “People should 
look into it.”

UPS service comes to Van Nest

Cashier Sarah Fernandez stands in front of the Pioneer Supermarket at 775 Morris Park Avenue, which 
has recently joined the UPS Access Point program. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

It’s all about the 
convenience.

Yhonny Diaz

for nine full-size rinks, a 
5,000-seat arena, a 50,000 
square foot community 
center and a health and 
training facility. 

Recruiting Bronx 
skaters

The Ontario-based 
company — which claims 
to be the fi rst to sell a 
hockey skate with a blade 
attached to the boot — 
hopes the Armory’s con-
version into a hockey des-
tination will help recruit 
more local players to em-

brace the sport.
“We are all commit-

ted to growing the sport 
of hockey and creating 
access to the sport that is 
approachable, accessible, 
affordable, and, most of 
all, fun,” said Kevin Da-
vis, chief executive of-
fi cer of Bauer’s parent 
company Performance 
Sports Group, in a state-
ment.

Part of the commu-
nity benefi ts agreement 
KNIC signed was setting 
aside time to allow local 
community groups and 

public schools access to 
the ice rinks.

The CBA also includes 
the developers paying 
all workers a “living 
wage”, funding the 50,000 
square foot communuity 
center with $8 million 
of their own money, and 
investing one percent 
of the complex’s annual 
revenue into community 
development programs. 

The City Council ap-
proved the ice center plan 
48-1 in the waning weeks 
of the Mayor Bloomberg 
administration.

Gear company puts $4M in Armory
From Page 1
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DISNEY AND MARVEL 
CHARACTER DAY

NEW OWNERS!  NEW MANAGEMENT!  NEW RESPECT FOR YOU!

Come join us for a BBQ, face painters, balloon makers, and special guest 
appearances from some of your favorite Disney and Marvel characters

Saturday, September 13 | 12–4 PM

PRESENTS

Surf Club
THE NEW

On The Sound

RESERVATIONS 
REQUIRED

Adult (13 & Up): 
$34.95

Children (3 to 12): 
$15.95

Children Under 2 
FREE

RAIN 
or 

SHINE
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