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INFERNO GUTS
SEVERAL HOMES

Latest in rash of Throggs Neck fi res

The Mianos (l-r) Christopher, Robert and Jessica were still cobbling to-
gether the remains the morning after a blaze tore through their two-
story Throggs Neck home and the adjacent residences. 
 Photo by Ben Kochman

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Fire again wreaked havoc on 

Throggs Neck homeowners in yet 
another blaze in recent weeks that 
destroyed or damaged several 
homes.

The latest fire destroyed four 
homes after ripping through a 
Throggs Neck enclave early Sunday 
evening Mar. 9, city officials said.

Flames also damaged three more 
houses on Schuyler Terrace, a quiet 
cluster of homes off Pennyfield Av-
enue, overlooking Hammond Creek 
near the Throggs Neck bridge, said 
FDNY authorities.

The blaze broke out just after 5:30 
p.m and raged for nearly 90 minutes 
until more than 100 firefighters got 
the flames under control, officials 

said. No one was hurt during the in-
ferno.

A ‘hail’ of fl ames

The cause of the fire remains un-
der investigation, but witnesses say 
they heard a series of loud cracking 
noises before the flames broke out.

“My wife was with a few of her 
friends downstairs, and all of a sud-
den they heard popping noises, and 
thought it was hail,” said Robert 
Miano, whose two-story home was 
among those destroyed by the fire. 
“By the time they got outside, the 
whole house was lit up.”

Embers spread quickly from 
home to the next on the cozy side 
street, picking up speed with the 
wind, witnesses said.

Continued on Page 4

CB 11
opposes
charter

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Community leaders who said 

“not in our neighborhood” to a 
charter school are getting their 
way.

The proposed Canvas Acad-
emy is shifting its target loca-
tion from Morris Park/Van Nest 
to the Pelham Parkway area.

The move came after the 
school founder learned her ideal 
location, the Our Lady of Solace 
building on lower Morris Park 
Avenue, was no longer available.

School founder Erika News-
ome, attending Community 
Board 11’s education committee 
meeting Tuesday, March 4, said 
she was blindsided when the 
board gave her letter from Our 
Lady of Solace stating the build-
ing was no longer available to 
her for lease.

It currently leases space to 
the Bronx Charter School of Ex-
cellence, which is moving.

Newsome said when she 
asked Our Lady of Solace about 
the space in January, she was 
told to create a proposal for con-
sideration.

She also faced additional re-
sistance from the community 
board members in attendence, 
who said the school is not a fi t for 
their neighborhood.

Newsome said she now plans 
to look for space in the Pelham 
Parkway-Boston Road area, 
which still falls within Commu-
nity Board 11.

The proposed charter school 
will be designed for high school 
students who are over-aged and 
under-credited, or dealing with 
foster care, teen parenting or 
other issues. It will also offer 
language support for Albanian 
and Spanish-speaking students 

Continued on Page 4

Vet housing stalled for Pelham Grand

A veterans housing proposal for the 
closed Pelham Grand on Pelham Park-
way South has stalled. 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It looks like it’s a no-go for 

bringing veterans’ housing to 
a long dormant former hospital 
building on Pelham Parkway.

Community support had 
been building for the idea of 
populating the Pelham Grand 
building at 1870 Pelham Park-
way South.

It had been Pelham Bay 
General Hospital for years, the 
Durso Pavilion of  former Our 
Lady of Mercy Medical Center, 
and most recently, a temporary 
residence for people with men-

tal disabilities who had been 
displaced from their Rockaway, 
Queens building by Superstorm 
Sandy. 

The organization that ran 
the Queens program, Ser-
vices for the Underserved, 
had been in discussions with 
Joe Oddo, treasurer of the Pel-
ham Bay Taxpayers & Com-
munity Association, who 
was trying to bring veter-
ans housing to the building. 
Oddo was joined by Assembly-
man Michael Benedetto, the 
chairman of the Assembly Vet-

erans Services committee, and 
local veterans who expressed 
interest in a program that ei-
ther provided rehabilitation 
for injured vets returning from 
Iraq and Afghanistan, or a com-
bination of veterans housing 
and apartments for low-income 
seniors. 

Talks stall 

Oddo said that fi nancing 
could not be obtained to buy 
or remodel the building, some-
thing that SUS would need to 
serve a larger variety of occu-

Continued on Page 15
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VISIT OUR SALES OFFICE TODAY

VIP GRAND 
OPENING!

townhomes
starting at

$249,900

pricing starting 
in the mid
$200’s

1 Maple Fields Dr. Middletown, NY
31 Schutt Rd., Town of Wallkill, NY 10940 

 10am-5pm and By Appointment

Maple-Fields.com  914-461-9208 GroveAtNewWindsor.com  914-461-9205
The complete terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor file #H13-0001.

A YOU CAN SEE!

QUICK MOVE-IN HOMES AVAILABLE!

2604 Hawthorn Way
New Windsor, NY

Sales Hours: 10am-5pm and 
By Appointment

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Amid a mountain of 

protested fines from the 
Health Department, one 
Locust Point italian eat-
ery has been forced to 
shut its doors for good.

Mamma Lucia’s on Pen-
nyfield Avenue shuttered 
in December after owner 
Egidio Sementilli was un-
able to renew an expired 
permit with the City De-
partment of Health, with 
whom he has been fight-
ing for years over a back-
log of fines that he refuses 
to pay.

Bilked in Fines

Sementilli said he’s 
been slapped with over 
$30,000 in fines since 
Mayor Bloomberg took of-
fice. But he’s charged for 
years that the fines are 
unpredictable and have 
nothing to do with how 
clean his restaurant truly 
is.

The restaurant owner 

—who is also a political 
activist who has run for 
local office in the bor-
ough— filed a $150 mil-
lion class action lawsuit 
against the city in June 
2013 along with nearly 40 
other Bronx small busi-
ness owners who allege 
that the Health Dept. fines 
under Mayor Bloomberg 
were an unlawful reve-
nue-raising scheme. The 
shopowners are still wait-
ing their day in court, af-
ter the City tried to throw 
out their original suit.

Sementilli said he was 
stymied when he tried 
to negotiate a long-term 
payment plan for his 
fines with the city. But he 
wasn’t surprised at the 
cool reception, given the 
bad blood already brew-
ing.

“Did they do what they 
did because I was also 
part of a lawsuit against 
them?” he said. “I’ll let 

you answer that one.”
Long-time nabe spot

Hungry locals from 

nearby SUNY Maritime 
Academy will now have 
to look elsewhere for the 

heaping portions of Ital-
ian specialties that made 
Mamma Lucia’s a nabe 

staple for nine years.
“The thing I truly will 

miss are the people that 
came in here every day,” 
he said. “They really be-
came part of my family.”

Sementilli said he’s op-
timistic that another res-
taurant will take over the 
space.  Much of the cook-
ing equipment, tables and 
chairs are up for sale, he 
said.

Locust Point’s locals 
are accustomed to getting 
their eats at the location, 
which has been a restau-
rant for as long as prop-
erty owner Ralph Malusi 
can remember.

“It’s unfortunate that 
he couldn’t work it out 
with the city, but some-
body will come along and 
renovate the place,” said 
Malusi, an attorney based 
in Manhattan. “I’m sure 
there will be another res-
taurant there by the time 
the year is over.”

Mamma Lucia owner claims he’s victim of city harassment

Mamma Mia! Nabe eatery closes

Egidio Sementilli shut down his restaurant after nine years of serving up heaping portions on Pen-
nyfi eld Avenue. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313

March 19, 2014

Event code: TR241663 (1127241)
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The neighborhood is 
known for being a tight-
knit community popular 
in the summertime for its 
proximity to Hammond 
Creek.

The Monday morning 
after the fire, locals were 
still picking through the 
remains as inspectors 
from Con Edison surveyed 
the damage to power 
lines.

“I can’t even begin to 
describe it,” said Miano. 
“The attic, living room, 
bedroom, all gone. It’s a 
mess.”

Rally for vics

In the days following 
the blaze, Red Cross was 
helping set the victims up 
with shelter, while Sen. 
Jeff Klein’s office held a 
meeting Thursday eve-
ning at nearby Paddy’s on 
The Bay restaurant. 

Red Cross personnel 
and representatives from 

the New York State Adjust-
ers Association were pres-
ent to help the displaced 
residents brainstorm 
ways to start the rebuild-
ing process.

Klein’s office also 
helped work with ConEd 
to restore power to adja-
cent homes where the elec-
tricity was cut off.

More fi re mayhem

The Schuyler Terrace 
blaze is not the only fire to 
rock Throggs Neck in re-
cent weeks. 

On Thursday, Feb. 
13, an electrical fire de-
stroyed one home and se-
verely damaged an adja-
cent residence on Dean 
Avenue near Barkley Av-
enue. 

Community members 
rallied to raise funds to go 
toward the three families 
displaced in that inferno, 
donating cash and gift 
cards at nearby St. Bene-
dict’s Church. At press 

time, there were plans in 
place for a fundraiser Fri-
day night Mar. 14 at the 
American Turner Club on 
Clarence Avenue.

There was no word yet 
at press time of a simi-
lar fundraising drive for 
the victims of the Mar. 
9 wreckage on Schluyer 
Terrace.

But residential fires 
are becoming an alarming 
trend. Just a few hours af-
ter the Mar. 9 fire, another 
blaze broke out in the rear 
of a home on nearby East 
Tremont Avenue between 
Lawton and Harding ave-
nues, FDNY officials said.

Flames erupted at 7:49 
a.m on Mar. 10 and were 
extinguished 15 minutes 
later. 

Authorities said that 
one resident, not imme-
diately identified, was 
transported to a local hos-
pital with serious but not 
life-threatening injuries.

Massive blaze leaves Throggs 
Neck families homeless

The remains of two of the fi re-ravaged homes on Schuyler Terrace. Photo by Aracelis Batista

From Page 1

Community Board 11 opposes proposed 
Morris Park charter school

and their families.
CB 11 education com-

mittee co-chair Linda 
White said that while the 
mission was admirable, 
the school was not a good 
fi t for the neighborhood, 
where there are not a lot of 
foster kids, high teen preg-
nancy, or Albanian immi-
grants.

“That is not the major-
ity of the students in this 
area,” said board member 
Al D’Angelo.

Newsome said that un-
like many other charter 

schools that use mass so-
licitation to recruit stu-
dents, the Canvas Acad-
emy would specifi cally 
recruit from local middle 
and high schools. 

She said she already 
had names of more than 25 
students in the immediate 
area that would be a fi t for 
her school, which would 
have a cap of 100 students 
the fi rst year. But the com-
mittee members were 
still not conviced that she 
would be serving their 
community.

“I don’t see where your 

school is going to profi t 
us,” said White.

The school is not inter-
ested in co-location, News-
ome said, and they are cur-
rent looking for a private 
facility for their target stu-
dent body of 200. 

Newsome said that it is 
the norm for schools to go 
through the authorization 
process without a prospec-
tive location. If the school 
is authorized by the State 
University of New York 
trustees and a location is 
secured, the school would 
open in Fall 2015.

From Page 1

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

S SSHOP OUR CLASSIFIED 
PAGES EVERY WEEK AND 

SAVE MONEY
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313

March 19, 2014

Event code: TR241663 (1127241)

Jai Perumal, MD
Director at Nyack Hospital MS Center, Weill Cornell MS Center

Monday, March 24, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern

Heartland Brewery and Chophouse
127 West 43rd Street
New York, NY  10036

Event code: TR241511 (1127974) MS.US.PO1497.0313
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

outside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BIGGEST
SAVINGS

OF THE SEASON

$20EYE 
EXAM

With purchase of eyeglasses
Restrictions apply.

Eyeglasses with purchase of  
1 year supply of contact lenses

$ 99*

50%
 OFF*

$100 OFF*

and FREE 2nd Pair

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses

Frame and Lens Packages
Starting at

BY JAIME WILLIAMS
Family and friends gath-

ered in Belmont on Sunday, 
March 9 to honor the late 
Natale “Nat” Cerini with 
the dedication of a street 
sign with his name.

 Cerini’s son John said 
he chose the corner of 187th 
street and Belmont Avenue 

because it was the location 
of his father’s fi rst business, 
the Roma Luncheonette. 
The sign is also in front of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
where his parents were mar-
ried in 1966.

Nat Cerini immigrated 
from Italy with his family 
in 1950s with no knowledge 
of the English language. Af-
ter graduating high school, 
he opened the Roma Lun-
cheonette, which he left to 
his parents when he moved 
on to other business ven-
tures. But he was more 
interested in fi nance and 
transitioned to working as 
an insurance salesman, and 
then an accountant for H&R 
Block, moving up the ranks 
to managing their offi ces 
across the Bronx.

“Always an entrepre-

neur”

But he wanted to do more, 
and opened his own account-
ing business in Belmont in 
1976, said his son – “He was 
always an entrepreneur.” 

Although Nat Cerini 
moved his young family to 

Throggs Neck, he continued 
to be involved in Belmont 
and the Italian community 
throughout his career.

He was part of the group 
who brought a soccer fi eld to 
Belmont for the Bronx Ital-
ian Soccer Club, he helped 
found an Italian youth group 
in the community, and he 
was involved in the effort to 
bring the Belmont Library 
and Enrico Fermi Cultural 
Center to the neighborhood. 
He was a president of the 
Italian-American Federa-
tion of the Bronx and lower 
Westchester, and he also of-
fered free accounting ser-
vices and advice to immi-
grants in his community.

Keeping his memory 

alive

After his father died in 
September 2012, John Cerini 
said he started looking for a 
way to publicly honor his fa-
ther, and began the process 
of applying for a dedicated 
street sign, fi nally approved 
with the help of local City 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca. 
“I just didn’t want his mem-

ory to fade,” he said.
The street was briefl y 

closed as about 150 gathered 
to unveil the sign.

Cerini said he was awed 
by the crowd. It meant a lot 
to his family, he said, and es-
pecially to his mother.

“To see all the people 
who came out to show their 
support and love for my fa-
ther was overwhelming for 
her.”

Cerini said that seeing 
his fathers name up on the 
street sign inspires him, and 
that he wants to live up to 
the legacy of his father as a 
business owner and commu-
nity leader. Cerini opened 
his accounting business 
in Throggs Neck in 1999, 
called the Bronx Tax Man. 
He is also the treasurer 
and former president of the 
Throggs Neck Merchant As-
sociation.

“For the rest of my life I 
have every intention of be-
ing in Throggs Neck and 
helping Throggs Neck the 
way he helped his neighbor-
hood.”

The corner of Belmont Avenue and East 187th street was dedicated 
to the late Natale “Nat” Cerini, the original Bronx Tax Man, on Sun-
day March 9. Photo by Aracelis Batista

Street renaming for ‘Nat’ Cerini

For the rest of 
my life I have 

every intention 
of being in 

Throggs Neck 
and helping 

Throggs Neck 
the way he 
helped his 

neighborhood.
John Cerini
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Much to Celebrate in the “New Bronx”

By Scot Hirschfield
Vice President 
Ariel Property Advisors 

The Bronx is com-
memorating its centennial 
in 2014 and there are so 
many accomplishments 
to celebrate that local of-
ficials are rebranding the 
borough and calling it the 
“New Bronx.”  

“The Bronx is trans-
forming, all around us,” 
said Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. in his 
recent State of the Borough 
Address. “We are writing 
a new chapter of the his-
tory of our borough. And 
we are doing so in strong 
partnership with our insti-
tutions, businesses, elected 
officials, non-profits and, 
most importantly, the 1.4 
million citizens who call 
the Bronx their home.”  

Since 2009, the Bronx 
has created more than 
14,000 jobs and attracted 
$5.768 billion in total de-
velopment, President Diaz 
said, adding that he will 
continue to bring respon-
sible development to every 
corner of the borough. In 
his speech, he highlighted 
accomplishments such as 
the relocation of FreshDi-
rect to the Bronx, the new 
golf course developed by 
the Trump Organization at 
Ferry Point Park, and the 
Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center, which will be the 
world’s largest indoor ice 
rink facility. He also noted 
that the borough is safer 
than ever. Statistics show 
that the number of serious 

crimes in the Bronx has 
fallen by 75 percent since 
1990, and the number of 
homicides has declined by 
78 percent in the past 19 
years. 

Nowhere is the bor-
ough’s renaissance more 
apparent than in the retail 
sector where developers 
are flocking to the “un-
der retailed” borough and 
building more than 1.6 mil-
lion square feet of space 
including the Mall at Bay 
Plaza; Riverdale Crossing; 
Broadway Plaza; Throggs 
Neck Shopping Center; 
and a 260,000-square- foot 
retail site planned near the 
intersection of East Gun 
Hill Road and the New 
England Thruway.

Research from Ariel 
Property Advisors’ Bronx 
2013 Year-End Sales Re-
port confirms that investor 
interest in the borough’s 
commercial sector has 
risen. The dollar volume of 
commercial investments 
totaled more than $253 
million in 2013, which is 
a 190 percent jump from 
2012.  

New players are en-
tering the market from 
Manhattan and beyond 
with particular interest in 
investing around transpor-
tation hubs. An example of 
this interest in 2013 was the 
$133.9 million purchase of 
the 262,000-square-foot, 
mixed-use Fordham Place 
at 400 East Fordham Road 
by Illinois-based Retail 
Properties of America, 
a real estate investment 
trust.  

Ariel Property Advi-
sors is currently market-
ing a total of $200 mil-
lion worth of investment 
properties in the Bronx, of 
which $33.7 million are re-
tail sites.  One retail prop-
erty is 4250-4280 White 
Plains Road, an entire 
block front of prime retail 

and office space, half of 
which is new construction.

The additional retail 
will serve the growing 
population of the Bronx, 
which would be the ninth 
largest city in the country 
if it were independent. The 
borough added 240,000 
residents between 1980 
and 2012, an increase of 20 
percent, which brought its 
population to 1.4 million.

 The Bronx is one of 
Metro-North’s fastest-
growing markets and 
the Cuomo administra-
tion is supporting a ma-
jor initiative to build four 
Metro-North stations at 
Co-op City, Morris Park, 
Parkchester, and Hunts 
Point to connect the eastern 
part of The Bronx to Penn 
Station. If implemented, 
the new stations will open 
up economic development 
along the New Haven line 
and dramatically reduce 
commuting times.

The borough’s demand 
for housing also led buy-
ers to invest heavily in 
residential rental build-
ings in 2013.  Ariel Prop-
erty Advisors’ sales report 
for the Bronx shows that 
there were 175 multifam-
ily transactions comprised 
of 283 buildings valued 
at more than $1 billion 
dollars in 2013, which is 
a 25 percent increase in 
transactions, 30 percent 
increase in properties sold, 
and 11 percent increase in 
dollar volume compared to 
2012.

Ariel Property Advi-
sors experienced this de-
mand firsthand with the 
recent sale of Property Re-
sources Corporation’s Bel-
mont-Venezia Portfolio, 
consisting of three Project-
Based Section 8 buildings 
at 2431 Belmont Avenue, 
2476 Hughes Avenue, and 
2404-16 Crotona Avenue 
in the Belmont/Little Italy 

section of the Bronx. The 
180-unit portfolio was pur-
chased for $18.55 million 
by POKO Partners LLC, 
which plans to improve the 
buildings while maintain-
ing their affordability. 

In 2013, multifam-
ily prices in the borough 
reached their highest levels 
since prior to the financial 
crisis. Year-over-year the 
average price per square 
foot for multifamily build-
ings rose to $112 from $97, 
and the price per unit in-
creased to $106,000 from 
$90,108. 

Several major new 
residential development 
projects in the Bronx were 
announced in 2013. None 
larger than La Central, a 
$345 million housing com-
plex with five buildings in 
Melrose that is expected 

to break ground in 2015 
and will include 985 units 
of affordable housing, a 
YMCA and a blend of re-
tail and community ori-
ented space. 

Development transac-
tions generated 24 percent 
of the borough’s total in-
vestment transactions. A 
total of 72 development, 
industrial, and garage 
transactions consisting of 
122 properties changed 
hands, a 33 percent and 
22 percent increase, re-
spectively. Land values 
increased with the average 
price per buildable square 
foot increasing from $30 
to $32. 

A healthy lending en-
vironment, growing popu-
lation, business-friendly 
elected officials and civic 
leaders, and a continued 

focus on borough-wide 
economic development ini-
tiatives have been among 
the factors driving the re-
cent investor interest in the 
“New Bronx.” 

A copy of Ariel Prop-
erty Advisors’ Bronx 2013 
Year-End Sales Report, 
which tracks investment 
property sales $850,000 
and over, is available at 
http://arielpa.com/news-
room/report-APA-Bronx-
2013-Sales-Report.  

Ariel Property Advi-
sors is a New York City 
investment property sales 
firm with an expertise in 
the multifamily market and 
development sites. More 
information is available at 
212-544-9500 or arielpa.
com.

arielpa.com | 212.544.9500

Our Approach / Investment Sales & Investment Research

71 Transactions in 2013

112 Properties Sold

$595 Million in Gross Consideration
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MONTESSORI SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

Academy staff: (standiing) Zash-Yari Cruz, Issac Berman, Jaramie Hernandez, Deja Singleton, Saman-
tha Peterson, Dr. Gibson, and Katie Laserinko. (sitting) Jean Fenelon, Janice Hernandez, Tara Fenelon, 
and Aguellah Muslimah Mahdi. Photo by Edwin Soto

Teachers Janice Hernandez and Katie Laserinko help three-year-
old Malia Simone Fenelon identify different fruits. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

The new Rainbow Montessori 
Academy held an open house 
Mar. 1 at its new location on 
Clarence Avenue in Throggs 
Neck. The fully licensed private 
school accepts children ages 
six weeks to six years. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

P.S. 55 CHILDREN’S ART
Students from P.S. 55 had their Greenarts Art Installation on dis-
play at the Bronx Museum for the Arts on Sunday, March 3. Using 
recycled materials, the children decorated the walls and space, 
learning about sustainability in the process. (Left) Alessa Soriano, 
8, takes a break from the art making. Photo by Edwin Soto

(Below) The artisitic expression was fun for all. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CARD PARTY

St. Francis Xavier School went all out with its annual card party Feb. 27. Students and staff packed 
Maestro’s Caterers for the Fabulous Las Vegas-themed event 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

The Card Party Committee of Desiree Waters, Colleen Castiello, Bettina De’rasmo, Ali Bernardi, and 
Alison Monaco takes a moment for the camera. 
 Photo by Edwin Soto

49TH PRECINCT EXPLORERS USE JACOBI GYM

Thanks to an agreement with Jacobi Medical Center, the 49th Precinct Youth Explorers program now 
practices their drills and exercises in Jacobi’s gymnasium several times a week at no cost.  Associate 
Medical Director Hannah Nelson was on hand to welcome the youth, and give them gym bags and 
water bottles on Wednesday, March 5. At the center of the group is Deputy Inspector Andrew Johnson, 
49th Precinct Community Affairs Offi cer Jay Sturdivant and Youth Offi cer Chris Traumer. 
 courtesy of The North Bronx Healthcare Network
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COUNCILMAN KING READS DR. SEUSS BOOKS

That’s Councilman Andy King, he am, celebrating the 110th birthday of Dr. Seuss on Tuesday, March 4, 
reading Dr. Seuss books to the Unity Afterschool children and kindergarten classes from P.S 87.  
                                 Photo courtesy of Council Member Andy King’s offi ce

WARRIORS FLAG FOOTBALL HONORS
The Warriors Football Club held a celebration of their Flag Football Players at International Caterers of 
Distinction on Friday, March 7. The young football players, who may some day take part in the Warriors 
tackle leagues, gather here in front of their family and friends. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Holy Family School’s pre-k class donned makeshift ”Cat in the Hat” headwear to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday Friday, Feb. 28. Photo courtesy Holy Family

CAT IN THE HAT AT HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL

Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj celebrates 
Black History Month with the 6th and 
7th grade winners of the annual poster 
contest at Van Nest Academy/MS 498. 
This year’s contest asked students to 
illustrate the impact of the Harlem Re-
naissance. 
 Photo courtesy of Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj’s offi ce

GJONAJ
CELEBRATES

BLACK HISTORY

PETER & THE WOLF AT INTERNATIONAL CATERERS

The Bronx Arts Ensemble and Councilman Jimmy Vacca sponsored two musical performance of com-
poser Serge Prokofi ev’s ‚“Peter and the Wolf‚“ on Sunday, March 9 at International Caterers of Distinc-
tion in Spencer Estate. Photo by Patrick Rocchio
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of  COMMERCE

Honoring

FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 2014
VILLA BARONE MANOR

737 Throgs Neck Expressway, Bronx, NY
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Keynote Speaker:
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Family
BRONX/RIVERDALE August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
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Tantrums
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Sports injuries
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 BY BEN KOCHMAN
Revelers at Sunday’s 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
in Throggs Neck will be 
fl ush with the kind of eat-
ing, drinking and party-
ing choices to make one 
green with envy.

Local Irish bars and 
restaurants are bringing 
out their best for the big 
event, which steps off for 
the 16th straight year at 
noon at E. Tremont and 
Lafayette avenues before 
wending its way down 
to a reviewing stand at 
Harding Avenue.

Here are just a few of 
the festive options worth 
checking out:

Start the day right

To prepare for a long 
day of strolling and Guin-
ness guzzling, a hearty 
breakfast is essential. 
One chowdown morn-
ing option is the Irish 
breakfast at Throggs 

Neck Clipper. The nabe 
staple will be serving up 
a meaty plate of Irish ba-

con, Irish sausage, both 
black and white pud-
dings, along with eggs 
and home fries starting 
at 10 a.m.

And they’re expecting 
a crowd.

“This is the 16th year 
we’ve been here, and 
each year it gets bigger,” 
said co-owner Eileen 

Tierney.
Check out Irish 

tunes

Full-bellied parade 
participants can then mo-
sey their way over to the 
Wicked Wolf down the 
block, at 4029 E. Tremont 
Avenue. The bar and res-
taurant will set up a tent 
in its parking lot, where 

they’ll play live music all 
day long, while visitors 
enjoy food and drink spe-
cials.

Just a few blocks east 
of the parade, Irish pub 
PJ Brady’s is serving 
up traditional Irish eats 
from its cozy spot on 
Phillip Avenue.  The bar 
and eatery is serving 
up a special menu, said 
owner John Brady, with 
corned beef, Shepard’s 
pie and homemade Irish 
soda bread baked by his 
wife Majella.

“A lot of people in our 
community have spe-
cial ties to that day” said 
Brady, “And we always 
do get a better crowd dur-
ing the parade.” 

Back-to-back party

But local shop owners 
caution: Don’t party too 
hard on Sunday! 

Adding to this year’s 
excitement is the rare 
back-to-back, as many 
shops will keep their 
St. Paddy’s Day specials 

rolling through the ac-
tual holiday on Monday, 
Mar. 17.

Beyond Throggs Neck, 
the scene at Pelham Bay 
Irish pub Shamrock Inn 
on Crosby Avenue is sure 
to be bumping. 

And the pubs and 
eateries lining heavily 
Irish Katonah Avenue in 
Woodlawn are expected 
to don the green and grab 

a pint in full force.
Not that Throggs 

Neck’s bars and restau-
rants aren’t also pre-
pared to get the Guinness 
taps a-fl owing and  fi re up 
the grill for back-to-back 
days of big business.

“It’ll mean a whole 
bunch of corned beef,” 
said Tierney of the 
Throggs Neck Clipper, 
“but we’ll be ready.”

Throggs Neck prepared to party

Tom O’Connor gets a head start on the Throggs Neck St. Patrick’s 
Parade, quaffi ng down some liquid Irish gold. Photo by Ben KochmanBartender Sally Barry tops off a pint of that Irish ambrosia known 

as Guineess tout at Throggs Neck’s neighborhood mainstay, the 
Throggs Neck Clipper. Photo by Ben Kochman

Irish pubs ready for St. Pat crowd
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Viewers will be looking 

for the luck of the Irish when 
it comes to weather for the 
16th Annual Bronx St. Pat-
rick’s Parade. 

Parade organizers say 
that the festive occasion, 
which steps off at noon on 
Sunday, March 16 on East 
Tremont Avenue at Lafay-
ette Avenue, with a review-
ing stand at Harding Av-
enue, should go off without 
a hitch. 

The parade celebrates 
Irish-Americans and will 
honor Grand Marshals 
Denis and Noreen Dono-
ghue, chosen for their vol-
unteer work at Calvary 
Hospital, and Honored 
Clergy Mother Alice Mary 
McGowan, leader of Jeanne 
Jugan Residence.

Also marching will be 
the families of 21 honorary 
grand marshals, people from 
the community who died in 
the past year or so who are 
being honored for their lives 
and service to their friends 
and neighborhoods. 

Special Day 

“When you walk down 
East Tremont Avenue and 
you see the smiles, and you 
see the people who used to 
live here who travel from 
far away who come back, it 
just makes it a special day,” 
said Lynn Gerbino, a parade 
committee member. 

“Just to see everybody 
there - the kids having a 
ball, and the community 

having a great time - is what 
it is all about,” she added.  

A big parade

There will be 19 bands, 50 
marching groups, and all of 
the local Catholic parishes 
and schools will be partici-
pating, she said. 

The honorees will ride, 
as they do every year, in a 
coach, said Gerbino. 

Community groups, and 
even vehicles from groups 

like the Throggs Neck Vol-
unteer Ambulance Corps 
and the Edgewater Park 
Volunteer fi re departments, 
will be in the line of march. 

Marchers prepare 

The parade begins for the 
marchers, in what is now a 
tradition, with a mass at St. 
Benedict’s church.

That is followed by a 
breakfast at the church for 
marchers, sponsored by 

James McQuade of Schuyler 
Hill Funeral Home at 3535 
E. Tremont Avenue.

McQuade said that his 
largesse was because of his 
Irish heritage and for his 
Throggs Neck community. 

“It is a great way to in-
troduce the honorees after 
mass,” he said, adding that 
it is also in the time-honored 
tradition of having a family 
meeting and a breakfast af-

ter mass. 
He took over running it 

from the late Senator Guy 
Vellela, and said he is proud 
of being able to do this for 
his community. 

Businesses near the pa-
rade route, generally see an 
uptick in business on parade 
day, said Gerbino. 

Families also rent out 
spaces in local restaurants 
and catering halls, or meet 
in homes, for family re-
unions on parade day, said 
Sheila Haney, also a member 
of the parade committee.  

The honorary grand 
marshals for the parade are: 
Tyler Albert, Donald Bloss, 
Mary Broderick, John 
Byrne, Ann Callahan, Ken 
Champlin, Steve Cioffi , Jack 
Featherstone, Richard How-
ley and Marion Hughes.

Also, Billy Kane, Edward 
Madden, John McCarthy, 
Bernard McCooey, Jacque-
line “Jackie” McGinty, Brian 
Nash, Florence O’Connor, 
Chris Provenzano, Maureen 
Roche, Michael Sack, and 
Mike Tarpey.

Marchers head down East Remont Avenue during last year’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Irish ayes for St. Patrick’s Day Parade

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The East Bronx’s 

skaters could soon have 
a new place to roll.

An Allerton local is 
ramping up local support 
for his idea to replace an 
“outdated” neighborhood 
skate park with an im-
proved facility designed 
by a skate park sultan.

“It’s a park right now 
that’s stuck in the Stone 
Age,” said Ron Cicatelli 
as he pitched his idea to 
Community Board 11’s 
Parks Committee on 
Wednesday, Mar. 5. 

Skate sensei on 

board

Cicatelli, a 33-year-
old former staffer for 
Sen. Jeff Klein, said 
he’d replace the current 
city-owned skate park at 
Bronx Park East and Brit-
ton Street with a design 
from Steve Rodriguez, 
dubbed in the skating 
world as “Mayor of NYC 
Skate Parks,” thanks to 
his penchant for reno-
vating dilapidated skate 

facilities throughout the 
city. Rodriguez’s parks 
often bypass city bureau-
cracy by finding private 
sponsors.

Among Rodriguez’s 
works are a skate park 
in the Lower East Side 
funded by a grant from 
NIKE, and another on 
River Avenue in the 
South Bronx, which was 
funded by the city as 
part of the $135 million 
spent to rebuild park-
land taken by the new 
Yankee Stadium.

Attracting local 

kids

Rodriguez would 
spruce up the existing 
Allerton skate park to 
make it a skating des-
tination, said Cicatelli. 
Like the skate sensei’s 
other popular parks, the 
proposed Allerton Ave-
nue skate park would re-
structure the ramps and 
rails to allow for more 
freedom of movement.

“You could really 
make the area a place 

that welcomes adolescent 
activity,” Cicatelli said. 

His idea skated 
through the community 
board’s parks commit-
tee, which gave it their 
stamp of approval. Lo-
cals have long listed 
adding youth activity 
space as a top priority. 
Neighborhood skaters 
are known to take to the 
streets instead of using 
the existing skate park.

“The kids around here 
just make their own skate 
parks,” said Andrea Sie-
gel, who said she’s seen 
skaters trying out their 
moves on the steps and 
railings around Jacobi 
Hospital.

“A lot of kids are 
out in the middle of the 
street, sometimes I hold 
my breath when I see 
them,” said local Edith 
Blitzer of young skaters 
zigzagging through Ly-
dig Avenue. 

Boom for local biz?

Adding a new skate 
park would draw people 

to the Allerton Avenue 
strip, meaning a boon 
for local businesses, said 
Gene deFrancis, who 
runs a coalition of shops 
on the avenue.

Cicatelli said private 
funds are already in line 
for the project, but would 
not specify where the 
money was coming from.

Any redevelopment of 

the site would need to be 
approved by the city De-
partment of Parks and 
Recreation, since the 
park is on city-owned 
land.

Wheels turning for new skate park

Ron Cicatelli is ramping up local support to replace this city-run Allerton skate park with a privately 
funded facility. Photo by Aracelis Batista
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GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 
READY-TO-BUY

Find out how to make your website 
easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

BY BEN KOCHMAN
This pesky paint ain’t 

Morris Park’s problem 
any more.

Local leaders in the 
East Bronx nabe are re-
joicing over the removal 
of a reviled row of graf-
fiti on the side of a com-
mercial building on the 
community’s main strip.

State Sen. Jeff Klein’s 
district office, which has 
run a local graffiti re-
moval program for over a 
decade, had for years tar-
geted the series of bub-
ble-size letters defacing 
the side of Kevin Kohn’s 
law office at 1206-1214 
Morris Park Ave. 

But the graffiti had 
remained out of reach 
because locals needed 
the legal right to enter 
an overgrown and pad-
locked adjacent lot to dis-
patch the “eyesore” that 
locals have long com-
plained sends the wrong 
message about the resi-
dential nabe.

Tenacious staffer 

aids

Klein’s office and the 
local community board 
had grappled with an 
unresponsive property 
owner Marion Schain-
berg for months for the 
rights to enter her lot.But 

a major breakthrough 
came when intrepid 
Klein district office 
staffer Bridget McBrien 
tracked down the Plaza 
Del Castillo Development 
Corp., which manages 
the property on a day-to-
day basis.

The development com-
pany cleared Sen. Klein’s 
office to remove the graf-
fiti back in December, 
but then the removal was 
delayed even further by 
one of the coldest win-
ters in recent memory. 
Klein’s private contrac-
tor only removes grafitti 
when it’s warmer than 40 
degrees.

But on a sunny Sat-
urday Mar. 8, Sen. Klein 
joined community lead-
ers to finally get the job 
done.A staffer from the 
development company 
unlocked the gated lot for 
an hour as the graffiti 
was painted over.

Jubilation in MP

“I’m very, very pleased 
that it’s gone,” said Com-
munity Board 11 Chair-
man Tony Vitaliano. “It 
had sent the wrong mes-
sage about what kind of 
neighborhood we have. 
Now it’s history.”

With but a few rolls 
of paint, the wall is now 

a simple, uniform gray. 
But that’s how the busi-
ness owner who works 
there likes it.

“It’s a relief,” said 
Kohn, whose law office 
shared a wall with the 
spray-painted bubbles. 
“No one likes the blight 
of graffiti.”

Removal time be-

gins

Saturday’s removal 
kicked off Sen. Klein’s 

program, one of many 
graffiti-ridding pro-
grams in the borough 
that get going every 
Spring.

Locals who spot graf-
fiti they want gone can 
call Klein’s district office 
at 718-822-2049 or fill out 
a form online at http://
www.nysenate.gov/web-
form/senator-jeff-kleins-
g r a f f i t i - r e mov a l - p r o -
gram.

Pesky graffi ti FINALLY removed

Before: These colorful graffi ti bubbles at 1206-1214 Morris Park 
Ave. had vexed community leaders trying to gain access to the 
property for years. Photo by Edwin Soto

Morris Park lot no longer a blot

The fi nished product: 49th Precinct Detective Vic DiPierro, CB11 
Chairman Tony Vitaliano, Al D’angelo, Sen. Jeff Klein, Morris Park 
Community Association prez Tony Signorile, Ostacio ‚ÄúLefty‚Äù 
Negron and Bruce Pienkny of City Solve in front of the graffi ti-less 
wall. Photo by Edwin Soto
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Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

These special words are reserved for those 
individuals who have devoted their own life 
to improve the lives of others. This year the 
Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth 

profi les, salutes 25 Infl uential Bronx Women. 
Each woman’s unique accomplishments will 
be highlighted in a keepsake publication on 

April 11, 2014.

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Infl uential Women of 2014!

Elba Cabrera
Board of Directors, Hostos Community College

Melissa Munoz Patterson
General Counsel,

Regional Aid for Interim Needs, Inc.

Sister Lesley Block, O.P.
Residence Manager, Thorpe Family Residence

Jessica Clemente
President/CEO, We Stay/Nos Quedamos, Inc.

Brigitte Lozada
Recreation Specialist, NYC Parks 

Aviva Davidson
Artistic Director, Dancing in the Streets

Michelle Dolgow Cristofaro
Chief-of-Staff, Bronx Chamber of Commerce

Shannon Lee Gilstad
Community Engagement Coordinator,

BronxCentric!: Bronx Movers and Shakers

Sister Mary Rita Miguel, S.de M.
Sisters, Servants of Mary - Ministers to the Sick

Denise Matranga
Director,

Our Lady of the Assumption Parenting Center

Claudia V. Mera
Police Offi cer, 40th Precinct

Community Affairs Unit

Sabrina Kizzie
Real Estate Educator, Author

Melissa Barber
Medical Doctor, Interreligious Foundation

for Community Organization

Flora Montes
Council Advisory Board Member

Bronx Museum of the Arts

Marianne O’Hea Anderson
Pelham Bay Park Administrator,

NYC Department of Parks and Recreation

Lilyanna Pekic
Keppler Title 

Gail Nathan
Executive Director,

Bronx River Art Center

Doris Quinones
Director of Development & Community Relations, 

Bronx House

Carla Precht
Founding Executive Director,

Bronx Children’s Museum

Véronica Torres
Consultant, New Yankee Stadium
Communnity Benefi ts Fund, Inc.

Holly Block
Executive Director,

Bronx Museum of the Arts

Andrea Verdesche
Owner, Andrea’s Dance Studios

Roseann Carotenuto
Bronx Superintendent of Schools,

Archdiocese of New York

Arlene Mukoko
Television Journalist, BronxNet Television

Cecilia DeBrino Haas
Assistant Director of Facilities Planning,

Einstein College of Medicine





1
5

      B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
L

Y
  M

a
r

c
h

 1
6

, 2
0

1
4

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

pants. 
After discussions, 

Oddo said he believes “the 
only way they are going 
to get any assistance from 
the city is if they have a 
mix including homeless, 
mental health, veterans, 
and low income.”

In the Pelham Bay 
community, he called 
such a mixture a non-
starter, noting that the 
community has opposed 
similar plans over the 
years.  

“Everyone I spoke to 
has been against it,” he 
noted, “and there has 

been no wiggle-room.” 
SUS only develops 

mixed-use housing, said 
Dr. Yves Ades, SUS senior 
vice-president,  and the fi -
nancing programs follow 
that model.  

“The thing is that 
there is no way for SUS to 
fi nance,” an exclusively 
veterans housing build-
ing, he said. 

Backing Away

Assemblyman Mi-
chael Benedetto said he 
would not support mixed-
use housing at the site be-
cause of community op-
position. 

“We cannot sponsor 

something that we know 
the community is not go-
ing to want,” said Bene-
detto’s chief of staff Ben 
Randazzo. “We are not go-
ing to do that.”

Randazzo said the as-
semblyman would con-
tinue to push for a good 
fi t for the building, some-
thing Oddo echoed, say-
ing that he would look for 
veterans housing, a medi-
cal facility or some kind 
of school or educational 
facility. 

Anita Valenti, PBTCA 
president, called the va-
cant building a “soft spot” 
in the community. 

Vet housing stalled for Pelham Grand
From Page 1
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COP SHAKEUP
Police Commissioner Bill Brat-

ton’s major department shakeup 
on Tuesday includes a new com-
mander and deputy for the Bronx, 
where crime drops have been dra-
matic.

Assis tant Chief Lawrence 
(Larry) Nikunen, executive of-
ficer of the Intelligence Division, 
is swinging in to replace Carlos 
Gomez, who earned his spurs here 
for a third star as chief of the Hous-
ing Bureau.

With all the Rikers Island as-
saults lumped into the 41st Pre-
cinct’s (and borough’s) numbers, 
Gomez had to eat a three percent 
annual jump in crime that should 
have been a three percent drop. 
We hear moves are underway to 
separate those numbers from the 
borough’s stats, also giving Long-
wood-Hunts Point folks a break on 
their car insurance rates.

Along with Nikunen,  an old 
Bronx hand, Deputy Chief  Ter-
ence (Terry) Monahan, will be re-
turning after a few years in the wil-
derness as No. 2 guy at Queens 
Boro North.

A lot of cops were hoping Terry, 
a talented and well-respected guy, 
would get his second star and the 
Bronx command. But he’ll cer-
tainly bring solid backup as Ni-
kunen finds his comfort zone in 
the borough.

Also transferred, Inspector 
Kevin Catalina of the 44th Pre-
cinct in Highbridge, with no imme-
diate replacement named;  Boro 
adjutant, Inspector Kevin Har-
rington, as C.O. of the Detective 
Bureau’s Grand Larceny Division 
to fight those soaring stolen cell 
phone and Ipad thefts, and Deputy 
Inspector Kevin Nicholson, former 
C.O. at the 49th Precinct in Morris 
Park, as C.O. of the new  Informa-
tion and Technology Division.

ENEMY TERRITORY
Given that the ratio of regis-

tered Bronx Dems to Republicans 
is 12 to 1, or about 40,000 regis-
tered believers, we at least give 
Westchester County Exec Rob As-
torino creds for Bronx moxie.

The potential Republican chal-
lenger for the Gov. Cuomo’s seat 
chose to kick off his campaign 
on the steps of the Bronx County 

Building on Thursday, March 6, 
with Bronx Republican Party offi -
cials there to offer support.

This of course did not sit well 
with bedrock Dems Boro Prez Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. and state Senator 
Gustavo Rivera.

Diaz said the GOP wannabe 
“should have had the decency to 
apologize for having called our res-
idents illegals who ‘can’t neces-
sarily keep a house.”

The Beep called Astorino’s 
words “divisive, bordering on out-
right racism.” 

Rivera threw in his dos cen-
tavos, noting that “scapegoat-
ing entire communities is no way 
to earn support and win elections 
here.” 

Meanwhile, the Bronx Republi-
can Party which is backing Asto-
rino still has to go through the state 
party convention in May before a 
fi nal candidate is selected.

But Bronx GOP Chair John Gre-
aney said he just can’t see sup-
porting Donald Trump - if he even 
decides to go that far.

“If you look at history,” Greaney 
said of The Donald, “he led us to 

the altar a couples of times – and 
left us standing there.”

And don’t look for any congres-
sional candidates on the Repub-
lican line.

“We decided not to put any 
‘place holders’ on the ballot for 
congress,” said Greaney, “and 
none o f  the incumbent s  ap-
proached us. Our main effort is to 
build the local party.”

DON COQUI
Jimmy Rodriquez certainly 

knows how to throw a party. He’s 
re-imagined the former Lighthouse 
Restaurant on City Island into the 
Latin-themed Don Coqui, a com-
bination restaurant /club scene 
with all-white banquets, hot, cos-
tumed waitresses and a genial 
atmosphere that’s been missing 
from the Bronx since his old Jim-
my’s Bronx Cafe days over on West 
Fordham Road decades ago.

The place has already drawn 
sports fi gures, cops, lawyers, poli-
ticians and a general happy crowd. 
And with City Islanders keep-
ing their wary eyes peeled for any 
signs of trouble, Jimmy and his 
partners are being EXTRA sensi-

tive. Trust us on that one. 
POLITICAL BOSS

While there’ve been some 
grumbles here and there over his 
leadership style, lack of jobs for 
the party faithful and other gripes, 
it looks like Bronx Democratic 
Boss Carl Heastie won’t be fac-
ing any challenges for his job when 
the party meets at it’s judicial con-
vention shortly after the Septem-
ber primary.

Even a reported contender, As-
semblyman Luis Sepulveda, had 
words of praise for the job Carl’s 
been doing - and a no-thank-
you, “I don’t want its headaches” 
speech with Carl in the room at 
Luis’ birthday/fundraiser Thurs-
day, Feb. 13 at the F&J Pine.

VAN CORTLANDT, 
STILLS & NASH

Don’t know if this qualifi es for-
mer Crosby, Stills & Nash’s Da-
vid Crosby for the Bronx Walk of 
Fame, but amateur historian and 
ex-city Commisioner of Records 
Brian Andersson tells us he 
was star tled to see Crosby on 
Jimmy Fallon’s show noting 
that his middle name is Van Cor-

tlandt. Brian did some digging, 
and it turns out the singer/career 
stoner/and sperm donor to singer 
Melissa Etheridge is a direct de-
scendent of Jacobus Van 
Cortlandt, the original property 
owner of what late became Van 
Corlandt Park. 

YO, TEACH!
With Councilman Fernando 

Cabrera gathering his forces to 
mount a strong challenge against 
him, State Senator Gustavo Ri-
vera should have some interest-
ing fi rst-hand material about polit-
ical campaigns to teach his class 
on state and local government at 
Pace University downtown.

ON BOARD
George Damalas, mov-

ing over from former City Coun-
cilman Peter Vallone Jr.’s of-
fi ce,  to press secretary for E. Har-
lem/South Bronx state Sen. Jose 
M. Serrano.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
March 12 - City Councilman 
Ritchie Torres.
March 16 - Rep. Joe Crowley.
March 19 - Councilwoman Van-
essa Gibson.
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Space is limited. A light meal will be served. 
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An Oral Treatment Option 
for Relapsing Forms of 
Multiple Sclerosis (MS)
An informative event for people

living with MS and their caregivers.

To RSVP, please call 1-866-703-6293 
or e-mail MSrsvp@ahmdirect.com. 

Event code: TR237284 (1119948) MS.US.PO1497.0313

March 19, 2014

Event code: TR241663 (1127241)

Marijean Buhse, NP
South Shore Neurologic and Stony Brook University

Monday, April 7, 2014 at 6:30 PM Eastern
Dinosaur Barbque
700 West 125th Street
New York, NY  10027

Event code: TR242725 (1126172) MS.US.PO1497.0313
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