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BULLETS
FLY ON

MP AVE.
Cops fi re 19 shots at van driver

Fighting
squeezed
buildings

Rivera Immortalized In Ice
Michael Obernauer poses with an ice-sculpture of pitching great Mariano 
Rivera near Yankee Stadium on Sunday, Jan. 26. The image of Rivera on 
ice, created by internationally renowned sculptor Shintaro Okamoto, 
was part of the 161st Street Business Improvement District’s Winterfest 
Celebration outside the stadium. Winterfest coincided with the National 
Hockey League’s Stadium Series coming to Yankee Stadium.   

Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

BY BEN KOCHMAN
He was high. Then he tried to 

take cops down. Then cops took 
HIM down after a demolition 
derby along Morris Park Avenue 
and surrounding streets.

Police offi cers peppered a 
minivan with 19 bullets after its 
driver —allegedly stoned on nar-
cotics — tried to run them over 
during a Cat-and-Mouse chase 
through three East Bronx neigh-
borhoods on Tuesday evening, 
Jan. 28, police said.

The driver of the black 
Chrysler Town and Country 
somehow survived the onslaught 
without a scratch, despite fi ve 
cops shooting into the vehicle.

He was was busted moments 
later, when he rammed into a 
telephone pole on Morris Park 
and Wyatt Avenues.

Police said they found over 
100 pills of the illegal narcotic 
Oxycodone inside the van.

No police personnel or civil-
Continued on Page 4

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
An east Bronx community 

board is looking to stop thisclose 
zoning as new Mayor de Blasio’s 
housing policy takes shape. 

Community Board 10 is in pre-
liminary discussions to stop or 
limit “lot-line to lot-line” building 
west of the Bruckner Expressway, 
with developers putting up build-
ings inches away from next door 
private homes.

Things are up in the air right 
now at the Department of City 
Planning, with a new commis-
sioner yet to be selected as of press 
time. But CB 10 had a preliminary 
meeting with DCP last year that 
seemed to show the agency recep-
tive to zoning changes that would 
discourage the practice. 

“This is currently a conceptual 
plan that the board will pursue 
with the Department of City Plan-
ning,” said CB 10 district manager 
Kenneth Kearns.  “It is not about 
a particular site, but rather, about 
sites in the area west of the Bruck-
ner Expressway that could poten-
tially be exposed to lot-line to lot-
line development.”

THREE CASES
The board’s move comes on the 

heels of three cases in rapid suc-
cession last year in Pelham Bay.

Zoning there allows develop-
ers to construct apartment build-
ings within a foot or less of pri-
vate homes, causing windows and 
ventilation systems to be walled 
off, and forcing repairs and altera-
tions that cost the neighboring ho-
meowners, not developers. 

Any new proposal would 
mostly affect Pelham Bay and pos-
sibly also Zerega, which were not 
that impacted by local downzon-
ing in the last decade.

Continued on Page 4

The Gaelic sounds of the Irish home-
land echo throughout the Bronx St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade File Photo 

Wearin’ o’ the green gearing up
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

Get your green colors ready - 
the Bronx’s St. Patrick’s parade 
promises to be a great event again 
this year. 

This year’s 16th Annual Bronx 
St. Patrick’s Parade will step off 
at noon on Sunday, March 16 at E. 
Tremont and Lafayette avenues 
in Throggs Neck.

As it is every year, the parade 
steps off on the day before the Big 
One in Manhattan on the offi cial 
St. Patrick’s Day. 

The grand marshals this year 

are Denis and Noreen Donoghue, 
who are being honored for their 
volunteer work, said parade com-
mittee member Sheila Haney. 

“Mr. and Mrs. Donovan are 
originally from Ireland, they live 
here in the Bronx and they raised 
their family here,” she said. 
“They’ve donated a tremendous 
amount of their time to Calvary 
Hospital over the years, ever since 
they retired. It is a very worthy 
cause that they champion, so we 
recognize them for that.” 

Denis is originally from 

County Kerry, while Noreen 
hails from County Cork. 

This year’s honored clergy 
will be Mother Alice McGowan, 
a Little Sister of the Poor, and 
a life-long Bronx resident who 
serves as Mother Superior and 
CEO at Jeanne Jugan Residence 
on Schurz Avenue in Throggs 
Neck.

 “Mother Alice heads up the 
Jeanne Jugan Residence, which 
does a great job,” said Haney. “She 
is an integral part of the Throggs 

Continued on Page 11
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A YOU CAN SEE!

The complete terms are in the offering plan available from sponsor file #H13-0001.

Townhomes starting at $249,900

At Baker Residential we take pride in our quality homes, unparalleled customer service 
and attention to every detail. Your home is designed with you in mind so it will be both 
comfortable and functional. See the difference at Maple Fields! 

Our luxurious townhome designs feature:            Enjoy great amenities such as:

GRAND OPENING!
Visit our Sales Office today to learn about special incentives available!

1 Maple Fields Dr. Middletown, NY • GPS Address: 31 Schutt Rd., Town of Wallkill, NY 10940 
Sales Hours: 10am-5pm and By Appointment

• 3 bedrooms with attached 2-car garages
• Gourmet-inspired kitchens
•  Formal dining rooms and much more!

•  Outdoor Pool
• Magnificent clubhouse
• Basketball Court

Maple-Fields.com • 914-461-9208

HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A trio of pols have joined 

an east Bronx’s campaign to 
put ‘Allerton” on the map.

But the question may 
end up being: which map, 
exactly?

Rep. Joe Crowley, Coun-
cilman Jimmy Vacca and 
Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj 
penned a letter Jan. 28 to 
the city Department of 
Planning  urging it to pick 
up Community Board 11’s 
push for recognize an ‘Al-
lerton’ on “the offi cial city 
map.”

“Like residents of other 
parts of New York City, Al-
lerton residents have an af-
fi nity for their distinct re-
gion within their borough,” 
the electeds wrote to DCP 
Acting Director Richard 
Barth. “The reality is that 
many residents of the area 
defi ne their residence in 
terms of their vicinity to 
Allerton Avenue.” 

But a DCP spokesman 

said that no “offi cial” city 
map exists that they can 
change.

Developers and real es-
tate companies have long 
blurred NYC’s nabe lines, 
especially in the Bronx, 
which underwent a rapid 
transition from farmland 
to urban sprawl in the early 
20th century.

What City Planning can 
do to appease Allerton ad-
vocates is change its unof-
fi cial resources, which in-
clude neighborhood names 
on its website. DCP cur-
rently lists no “Allerton” 
and instead a “Bronxdale” 
and “Laconia”, two names 
locals say are outdated.

The DCP spokesman 
said the department works 
with the community to 
produce the names on its 
maps and would be open 
to listening to the chorus 
of Allerton supporters in 
this case. Bronxites who 
live approximately north 

of Pelham Parkway, east of 
Bronx Park East and south 
of Gun Hill Road have long 
complained that they are 
unsure of what to call their 
neighborhood.

They say the media adds 
to the problem by mixing up 
the nabe names.

A reporter from the New 
York Times called Jeremy 
Warneke, CB11’s district 
manager, in the summer of 
2013 to ask him about “life 
in Bronxdale.”

“I told her, there is no 
such place,” he said —and 
the reporter ended up writ-
ing about “Allerton.”

In the meantime, lo-
cals who want the name 
changed on massively pop-
ular Google Maps can sim-
ply do it themselves. 

The site allows users to 
create and edit their own 
city maps, similar to the 
way Wikipedia lets users 
create and curate encyclo-
pedia entries.

So have at it, Allerton 
activists: www.google.
com/mapmaker.

Having the DCP change 
its unoffi cial maps may 
help any Google Maps 
change stick.

The New York Times 
profi led a Matthew Hyland 
in September 2012 who 
spends his free time edit-
ing revisions to the city’s 
Google Map, which back 
then came in at a rate of 

2,000 a month.
His sources for check-

ing if a nabe is properly 
identifi ed, wrote the 
Times, include “city docu-
ments and community 
boards.”

But city says there is no offi cial map

Councilman Jimmy Vacca, here at a recent CB 11 meeting, is on board with the group’s push to put 
‘Allerton’ on the map. Photo by Ben Kochman

Elected offi cials join push for ‘Allerton’
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HEEL TO TOE FOOT CENTER, LLC
3555 E. TREMONT AVE., BRONX, NY 10465

PH: 718-828-5300 FAX: 718-828-0026

SALVATION SURGICAL SUPPLIES

SALE
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MEMBER:

ians were harmed during 
the mayhem, according to 
the 49th Precinct’s prelim-
inary investigation.
SHOTS RING AT CORNER

 After its driver tried to 
back into them, a lieuten-
ant and four police offi cers 
opened fi re on the van as 
it sped away from Morris 
Park and Taylor Avenues, 
where police had cornered 
it. Cops had been follow-
ing the van since a police 
car tried to issue the van’s 
driver a traffi c summons 
fi ve blocks east for nearly 
striking a pedestrian on 
Morris Park Avenue and 
White Plains Road.

The cops had been on a 
special traffi c detail in the 
city’s new crackdown on 
drivers not yielding to pe-
destrians crossing with a 
green light.

Police began the pur-
suit just before 5 p.m. 
in Morris Park. For the 
next fi ve minutes, the van 
drove erratically through 
Van Nest, stopping and 
starting numerous times 

and vexing the cops try-
ing to pull its driver over, 
Deputy Inspector Lorenzo 
Johnson told the Times-
Reporter.

The van veered against 
traffi c on Garfi eld Street 
and again careened the 
wrong way down Taylor 
Avenue, where it mounted 
the sidewalk at Morris 
Park Ave. and came to a 
stop, said Johnson.

Police thought that the 
driver would then give 
himself up, and fi ve offi -
cers approached on foot to 
arrest him. But when the 
van suddenly launched 
backwards, the cops shot 
at it 19 times.

The battered van then 
escaped onto Morris Park 
Avenue, where it smashed 
into a parked civilian car 
and turned left. Moments 
later the out-of-control van 
hit the telephone pole, on 
Morris Park and Wyatt 
avenues in West Farms, 
where police fi nally moved 
in for the arrest.

A drug recognition ex-
pert on the scene deter-

mined that Henry was 
high on narcotics, police 
said —but an offi cial toxi-
cology report is still pend-
ing.

A HISTORY OF CRIME
Cops nailed Jason 

Henry, 39, from the Hunt’s 
Point area, on a slew of 
charges including driving 
while impaired by drugs, 
vehicular assault and 
criminal mischief.

Henry had already 
been arrested more than a 
dozen times for marijuana 
possession and driving 
without a license, police 
said.

The investigation raged 
on Wednesday morning, 
Jan. 29, when police shut 
down the affected stretch 
of Morris Park Avenue as 
investigators gathered evi-
dence at the scene.

Henry was arraigned 
in Bronx Criminal Court 
and charged with 10 mis-
demeanors and one felony. 
He is being held at Rikers 
Island on $20,000 bail with 
a court appearance set for 
Feb. 3. 

Nineteen shots fi red by police on Morris Park Avenue

Police rope off shooting scene on Morris Park Avenue near Taylor Avenue where a driver tried to back 
into fi ve police offi cers. Photo by Walter Pofeldt

From Page 1

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca submitted his own 
proposal to DCP about six 
months ago that would re-
strict building on lot-lines 
in R-6 and R-7 zones. 

“The DCP Bronx of-
fi ce has my proposal,” said 
Vacca. “This is something 
they are already studying, 
however it is taking them a 
long time...this will be high 
on my agenda and I want to 
sit down with the new com-
missioner and explain the 
proposal and the ramifi ca-
tions that lot-line to lot-line 
has on residential loca-
tions.”

SQUEEZE PLAY
Under Vacca’s plan, the 

distances required from 
the property line required 
under R-5 would apply to 
higher density R-6 and R-7 
zones.   

Kearns cited the example 
of a building at 3529 Bruck-
ner Blvd., built about a foot 
from Patty Justinano’s pri-
vate home next door at 3525 
Bruckner Blvd., as a exam-
ple of building that violates 
the spirt of the Citywide 
Zoning Resolution and its 
amendments, which go all 
the way back to 1916. 

He pointed out that even 
in developments where 

there are very large build-
ings, such as in Co-op City 
or Parkchester, the build-
ings themselves are set back 
from the street and there is 
green space between the 
sidewalk and the entrances. 
This can be attributed to 
the Citywide Zoning Reso-
lution, he said. 

Justiniano, who had 10 
windows on the side of her 
home effectively walled in 
by the neighboring devel-
opment, said she will assist 
CB 10’s effort in any way 
possible.

“This issue has been go-
ing on for about six or seven 
years,” she said, citing an 

example in Waterbury-La-
Salle on Gifford Avenue, ac-
tually in an R-4 zone, where 
the lot-line to lot-line loop-
holes became evident.

 MAKING SENSE
Waterbury-LaSalle Com-

munity Association board 
member Mary Jane Mu-
sano, who took part in last 
year’s Bronx DCP meeting, 
said that the agency took a 
long time to respond, but 
when it fi nally did months 
later, the response was fa-
vorable. 

She said that to people 
in her community, rules 
that allow lot-line to lot-line 
building do not make sense.

Neither do zoning regula-
tions that sometimes allow 
developers to waive parking 
space requirements.

Musano said the WLCA 
and concerned citizens have 
now hired an architect to re-

view various building proj-
ects in the area after Vacca 
found many mistakes last 
year on about seven proj-
ects. She believes that even 
more mistakes are likely to 
be found. 

CB 10: limit lot-line building

An example of lot-line to lot-line building on Edison Avenue is seen 
here Photo courtesy of Patty Justiniano 

From Page 1



BY BEN KOCHMAN
Pelham Bay is getting 

into the “Safe Haven” spirit. 
Forty-fi ve neighborhood 

businesses now double as 
spaces where children can 
duck in if they are feeling 
unsafe, followed or worried 
about being bullied.

Stores lining Crosby Ave-
nue and Westchester Square 
received Safe Haven decals 
this week from the Pelham 
Bay Merchants Association.

Participating shop own-
ers are expected to follow a 
simple set of rules: allow a 
child inside a store until the 
danger passes and they feel 
comfortable.

Either storeowners or 
the children can call the po-
lice, or ring a guardian to 
pick them up—but in no cir-
cumstance should the stor-
eowner leave the store to in-
tervene, or take any photos 
of potential assailants. 

Pelham Bay’s program 
was inspired by nearby 
Morris Park, Pelham Park-
way and Allerton, whose 
merchants adopted the 
“Safe Haven” program in 
2012, months after an 8-year-
old boy in Brooklyn was ab-
ducted off the street and 
murdered.

“This is a program that 
works,” said Joe Thompson, 
president of the 49th Precinct 
Community Council, which 
helped organize the origi-
nal program. Thompson, 

who has lived in the area for 
nearly 50 years, worked for 
the NYPD for decades before 
starting a neighborhood pa-
trol. He remembers a time 
when nearly all of the east 
Bronx’s shops opened their 
doors to children.

But in recent years he’d 
seen the relationship be-
tween local shops and chil-
dren sour. Some shops, 
worried about petty crime, 
closed for an hour when 
schools got out for the day, 
he said.

“A lot of kids are appre-
hensive today that they’ll 
be thrown out of a store,” he 
said. “These signs ensure 
that they can go in and be 
protected.”

Bullying and abductions 
remain a citywide danger. 

As of press time, the 
NYPD was still searching for 
the culprit who attempted to 
kidnap an 11-year-old girl on 
Wednesday Jan. 22 on Castle 
Hill Avenue near Lafayette 
Place and throw her into his 
blue Astro Van.

“We wanted to be able 
to do what we could before 
something happened,” said 
Irene Guanill, Pelham Bay 
Merchant Association’s 
president.

Pelham Bay’s program 
relies on a slew of commu-
nity organizations work-
ing together. Representa-
tives from local Community 
Board 10 alerted area school 

personnel and parents of the 
new program. The 45th Pre-
cinct Community Council 
ran background checks on 
the shop owners behind the 
businesses.

The idea is that children 
walking through the nabe’s 
hub and in danger will see 
the Safe Haven sign in the 
window and have no second 

thoughts about taking shel-
ter in local shops.

“It’s not complicated, “ 
said Patrick Caruso of CB 10. 
“This is just one more way to 
make our kids feel safe.”
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Join us for our  

Open House- 
Take a Second Look! 

 

A social and informative evening mixer 
where you can mingle with SBHS students, 

faculty and alumnae 

For more information contact:  
Ms. Christina Washburn  

Guidance Counselor/Director of Recruitment 
(718) 325-8800 ext. 20 

Email: cwashburn@stbarnabashigh.com 

425 East 240th St. 
Bronx, NY 10470  
Main Office:  
718-325-8800  

 Visit us at www.stbarnabashigh.com 

First time visitors are also welcome to come along 

      Accredited by the Middle States Association of Secondary Schools                         

 Thursday, 
February 6th  

6:30 - 8:30 pm 
SNOW DATE: 

Tuesday, 
February 11th 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 

 

St. Barnabas...Where Your Future Begins 

Bring a friend to  
take a second look 
at what our school 

has to offer! 

Merchants arrange safe spots for kids when threatened

Kids in Pelham Bay should look out for these ”Safe Haven” signs in 
nabe shop windows.                                                                  Photo by Ben Kochman 

Pelham Bay stores offer ‘Safe Havens’

(Right) An artist rendering of 
suspect who tried to abduct 11- 
year-old girl in Castle Hill. 
  Sketch courtesy NYPD
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

BY BEN KOCHMAN
A massive housing de-

velopment in West Farms 
and Crotona Park East, af-
ter seven years of fi ghting 
its way through public re-
view, is fi nally rising.

And its fi rst phase is 
bringing low and middle-
income apartments to one 
of the poorest areas of the 
borough.

Offi cials broke ground 
Jan. 23 on Compass Resi-
dences, the fi rst phase of 
what will bring two 15-story 
apartment buildings —and 
with them 237 housing 
units — to a former indus-
trial site at E. 172nd Street 
and Boone Avenue hard by 
the Sheridan Expressway.

Once all ten of the proj-
ect’s buildings are com-
pleted, developer Signature 
Urban Properties will have 
converted land once allot-
ted solely for industrial 
warehouses into over 1,300 
housing units.

MEDIAN INCOME
At least Compass’ fi rst 

phase will offer housing 
entirely priced at under the 
area’s average median in-
come. A slew of city agencies 
chipped in subsidies to fund 
the low-income apartments, 
all rentals, scheduled to be 
completed by 2016.

“We know that these 
two buildings will not only 
provide affordable housing 
to 237 families that need 
it, but will start the pro-
cess of transforming these 
derelict industrial blocks 
into a beautiful addition to 
the surrounding neighbor-
hood,” said Gifford Miller, 
one of Signature’s head 
honchos and a former City 
Council Speaker.

The fi ve-acre plot where 
the buildings will rise was 
once used by warehouses, 
but was dormant for de-
cades, though a stretch of 
Boone Avenue became of 
one borough’s top hubs for 

street art and will be de-
stroyed by the development.

The City Council cleared 
Compass’ way when it ap-
proved one of the largest 

zoning changes in the city’s 
history in 2011. 

JOBS PROTEST
Borough President Ru-

ben Diaz Jr. praised the 

project for offering afford-
able housing and bringing 
jobs to locals —but not ev-
eryone at the groundbreak-
ing was as pleased.

A group of protestors 
from labor activist group 
Positive Workforce crashed 
the event, claiming that 
Monadnock Construction, 
the company tasked with 
fi nding workers for the fi rst 
phase of the project, hires a 
“labor-lease” contractor that 
pays its workers an unfair 
rage.

While the 10 or so pro-
testors raged on with mega-
phones outside, city offi cials 
tried to stay on message in-
side their heated tent.

“I’m just going to speak 
louder,” Diaz Jr. said, “Be-
cause nothing is going to 
stop me from saying how 
much this project will ben-
efi t the Bronx.”

Miller said he had not 
heard these protestors’ 
cries once over the project’s 
seven-year review process.

“It’s hard for me to ad-
dress their concerns,” he 
said, “when the fi rst time 
we’ve met is this morning.” 

1,300 housing units planned near Sheridan

Artists’ rendering of how the completed, 10-building site will look.Photo courtesy      Signature Urban Properties 

Break ground on W. Farms housing
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Throggs Neck Benevolent AssociationThroggs Neck Benevolent Association

Dinner DanceDinner Dance

1

3

4

5

The Throggs Neck Benevolent Asso-
ciation held its annual dinner dance 
on Saturday, Jan. 25 at Marina del 
Rey. About 350 people attended and 
a good time was had by all. All of the 
money raised from the dinner dance 
goes into a TNBA fund used to help 
neighbors in need.  

1. The well-dressed attendees are seen 
here reciting the pledge of allegiance dur-
ing the fund-raising dinner dance. 

2. Matthew O’Brien delivered the keynote 
address.

3. Posing are main organizers (l-r) Chris 
Dalton, Sheila Haney, Karin O’Connor, and 
Matthew O’Brien

4. The attendees pose for the camera and 
show smiles.

5. Jose Guerrero and Venio Ventura enjoy-
ing themselves at the dinner dance. 
 Photo by Alexander Belisle
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Bronx is up when 

it comes to manufactur-
ing - and upholstery. 

The newest example 
is the move into the bor-
ough of GBCUpholstery, a 
“to the trade” wholesaler 
of high-end custom-made 
residential, commercial 
and hospitality furniture 
that just moved its factory 
from Long Island City, 
Queens to Port Morris.

It could be one of many 
similar stories in the bor-
ough as residential devel-
opment replaces indus-
trial space in such places 
as Long Island City and 
parts of Brooklyn. 

Owner Gary Bux-
baum, who just signed 
a 10-year lease at 728 E. 
136th Street, is happy to 
be a part of the borough’s 
renaissance. 

“The Bronx is under-
going a rejuvenation,” he 
said, adding he believes 
Port Morris “is going to 

be the next hub with a lot 
of manufactures coming 
up here.”

“I love it and I think 
this area is fabulous.” 
BUSINESS INCENTIVES

Right now, there are 
tremendous incentives 
for manufacturers to 
move to parts of the bor-
ough, he said, showing a 
number of  applications 
for business tax credits. 

Among the possible 
incentives are a “Sales 
Tax Exemption for Manu-
facturers” from the New 
York State Department 
of Finance and Taxation, 
the city Department of 
Small Business Services 
“Industrial Zone Reloca-
tion Credit,” the city Fi-
nance Department credit 
for commercial and in-
dustrial manufacturing 
expansion, he said.

The credits apply to 
neighborhoods that have 
industrial space that 
could be used for manu-

facturing, such as Port 
Morris, Hunts Point, 
Bathgate and opposite 
Co-op City in Baychester/
Eastchester. 

Bronx Overall Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration president Mar-
lene Cintron said she is 
noticing manufacturing 
businesses moving to 
the borough, citing busi-
nesses producing food, 
vitamin supplements, 
and medicine from places 
as far away as Virginia, 
with food manufacturing 
one of the growing sec-
tors. 

“Access to the entire 
region through transpor-
tation and bridges,” she 
said, “is also an incentive 
for manufacturers to lo-
cate here.” 

LOCATION BENEFITS
Besides the incentives, 

the area offers great high-
way access to the entire 
region, along with nearby 
mass transit.  

The location is also 
close to many GBCUphol-
stery suppliers, such as 
lumber yards - an impor-
tant factor since the com-
pany builds its own furni-
ture frames.

Founded in 1987, the 
company opened its fi rst 
factory in Farmingdale, 
LI, later moved to Ridge-
wood, Queens, then lower 
Manhattan, before mov-
ing to Long Island City.

Aside from making 
it own frames, which 
is fairly unusual in the 
business, the fi rm creates 
sofas, sectionals, lounge 
chairs, dining chairs, 
headboards, bedding plat-
forms, and upholstered 
walls and panels. 

Buxbaum grew up in 
the business, with his 
family owning another 
upholstery fi rms on Long 
Island before he ventured 
out on his own and started 
GBCUpholstery. 

The Bronx Chamber of 

Commerce welcomed the 
business to the borough. 

“We are proud to wel-
come manufacturers to 
our borough,” said Lenny 
Caro, chamber president 

and CEO, adding “We 
hope this business brings 
job creation and much 
needed revenue. The 
Chamber is here to assist 
in their growth.”  

GBCUpholstery latest to move into Port Morris 

Gary Buxbaum checks out one of his pieces on the factory fl oor in 
Port Morris.  Photo by Patrick Rocchio 

Boro seeing manufacturing growth

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Co-op City residents 

could soon be taken for a 
ride - a better one.

Under a new Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity proposal, riders on the 
Bx23 bus line may soon be 
able to travel on the route 
through the entire develop-
ment at all times, not just 
peak times. 

On June 21, 2013, Com-
munity Board 10 asked the 
MTA to conduct an analysis 
of bus service for the sprawl-
ing housing development. 

The MTA has now re-
leased a comprehensive 
study of Co-op City buses af-
ter interviewing 1,400 riders 
in September and October, 
and analyzing electronic 
bus monitoring systems. 

“This means that com-
muters [could] utilize the 
Bx23 to connect all the parts 
of Co-op City, to points out-

side the development and 
the No. 6 IRT subway train,” 
read a CB 10 statement. “The 
board extends its gratitude 
to the MTA board and its 

executive team and staff for 
undertaking this study.”

The MTA’s “Co-op City 
Transportation and Bus 
Service Improvements” 
study was released on Fri-
day, Jan. 17.

It stated that having the 
Bx23 bus run one uniform 
pattern during peak and 
off-peak times would reduce 

confusion among the riders, 
and provide circular ser-
vice throughout the entire 
development. 

Assemblyman Michael 

Benedetto also wrote his 
own letter urging the MTA 
to study the situation. 

“I was quite pleased 
with the MTA on this, be-
cause they kept their word 
and did a real study,” said 
Benedetto, adding that the 
despite the initial cynicism 
after budget cuts in 2010, the 
agency worked with Co-op 

City leaders and gradu-
ally improved service since 
then.  

“I will be eagerly await-
ing implementation of this 
plan,” he said, adding “I 
think it will address a lot 
of the issues that people in 
Co-op City have.”

Gabriel Rosado, 19, who 
takes the bus every day, said 
as he waited at an Einstein 
Loop stop recently that the 
cuts diminished the quality 
of service, and that service 
was needed where buses go 
through all of the loops that 
make up the infrastructure 
in Co-op City.  

In addition to improve-
ments to the Bx23, the study 
also called for adding a new 
bus stop at Asch Loop and 
Adler Place, rerouting the 
Bx28 through Asch Loop, 
and adding a new limited 
stop on the Q50 bus route to 
Flushing, Queens. 

Board 10 spearheaded MTA ridership study 

Improvements to the Bx23 bus service was one of several recom-
mendations from an MTA bus study of Co-op City.  
 Photo by Aracelis Batista 

Co-op City bus help on way

I was quite pleased with the MTA on 
this, because they kept their word 

and did a real study.
Michael Benedetto

Assemblyman
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Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY BRET NOLAN COLLAZZI
Louis Collazzi, who for 

nearly 30 years oversaw 
newsstand sales for the 
Bronx Times Reporter and 
in his weekly travels be-
came a beloved neighbor-
hood icon known adoringly 
as “Papa Lou,” died on Tues-
day, January 28. He was 93.

Lou, father of Bronx 
Times co-founder John Col-
lazzi, joined the paper part-
time in 1983 after a 38-year 
career with Con Edison. 
With an invariably cheer-
ful disposition and boom-
ing voice, Lou took on tasks 
large and small, whether 
managing the paper’s ar-
chives, picking up pizza for 
weekly staff lunches, or ad-
vising his son during the pa-
per’s sale in 2007.

He frequently declared 
he would never give up 
working, and indeed it was 
only after his wife, Dorothy, 
and their children made nu-
merous pleadings and his 
eyesight began to fail that 

he relented. By then, he was 
90 and had been commut-
ing an hour each way from 
his home in Brookfi eld Cen-
ter, Connecticut, for over a 
dozen years.

“There was nothing Dad 
loved more than making the 
rounds on Tremont Avenue 
and seeing so many familiar 
faces,” John Collazzi said. 
“He was a true people-per-
son, and he had countless 
fans who were sad to see 
him fi nally retire. I know 
they’ll remember him very 
fondly.”

Born in 1921 in the Ital-
ian province of Podenza, 
Lou moved to the Bronx 
with his family fi ve years 
later and spent the majority 
of his life here, fi rst in Mor-
ris Park and later as an early 
settler on Harding Avenue 
in Throggs Neck. There, he 
and Dorothy raised their 
four children, John, Linda 
Servedio, Louis Collazzi, 
and Gina Servedio, and 
cared for over a dozen foster 

children over two decades.
Lou’s professional and 

personal lives were full of 
variety. He held numerous 
roles at ConEd, spending 
the latter part of his career 
as a high board operator at 
the Hell Gate power plant in 
Port Morris. On the side, he 
was a professional painter, 

working in his brother Joe’s 
art studio. Thousands of his 
still lifes and landscapes 
sold at major outdoor art 
shows and remain in circu-
lation.

During World War II, 
Lou worked stateside as a 
riveter. In addition to build-
ing pontoon boats on City 

Island that were deployed 
in the Normandy invasion, 
he helped construct the 
wings of Howard Hughes’ fa-
mously overambitious war 
plane, the H-4 Hercules, also 
known as the Spruce Goose.

But at heart, Lou was an 
artist. He painted personal 
works into his 80s, offering 

them as gifts to friends and 
family. He was also a tal-
ented pianist — a hobby that 
took off at age 15 when he 
entered a contest to play all 
three parts of Beethoven’s 
Moonlight Sonata and won 
a $50 prize. From then on, 
he would compete regularly 
at theater open houses, win-
ning $50 or $100 a time.

As recently as a few years 
ago, during Christmas gath-
erings at his house, Papa 
Lou would settle behind his 
baby grand and serenade his 
family with sounds from his 
favorite composer, Chopin. 
Swaying peacefully with a 
broad smile on his face, even 
into his 90s, he didn’t miss a 
note.

Lou is survived by Dor-
othy, his wife of 70 years, 
their four children, eight 
grandchildren, and fi ve 
great-grandchildren.

Services were held on 
Thursday, January 30, near 
his home in Brookfi eld Cen-
ter.

Father of Bronx-Times founder a man of many talents 

Neighborhood icon Louis Collazzi passes

At Lou Collazzi’s retirement party in 2009 were (L-r) his wife Dorothy, Lou, son John and grandson Bret.
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Neck community.”  
Mother Alice said that 

residents at Jeanne Ju-
gan participate in the fes-
tivities by being driven 
in their handicapped ac-
cessible bus as part of the 
parade, and also by being 
wheeled to the reviewing 
stand at Harding and East 
Tremont avenues to watch 
the parade. 

McGowan said that she 
was excited because she 
would be riding in the pa-
rade. 

“I can’t get over the size 
of it, there are so many 
marching bands, and the 

parade does a lot for unity 
and collaboration,” she 
said. “It shows the spirit of 
the community.” 

The format of the pa-
rade will follow the same 
tried and true format as in 
previous years, and has be-
come something that fami-
lies from all over the area 
and those who have moved 
out of the community look 
forward to every year. 

“I think it has become a 
beautiful family tradition,” 
said Haney. “The streets 
are lined, people come 
back, it is like a big reunion 
for anyone who has moved 
away. I think it is a date on 

people’s calendars now. We 
are 16 years in now and it is 
fairly established.” 

Families and attendees 
hold parties, celebrations 
and family reunions in 
homes and even rent out lo-
cal beach clubs the day of 
the parade, she said.

Local pubs and Irish-
related restaurants also 
stock in extra Guiness and 
corned beef fare for the 
hungry crowds. 

The final deadline for 
journal ads is Friday, 
Feb. 7.

For more information, 
go to www.tnsaintpatricks-
dayparade.blogspot.com.  

From Page 1

Wearin’ o’ the green gearing up

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

In a world full of game playing 
people, goes one of our favorite say-
ings, God took pity and invented the 
empty smile.

This segues to our prior column 
on Bronx Democratic Boss Carl 
Heastie and his minions being 
mightily ticked off at west Bronx 
Senator Gustavo Rivera for his 
over-the-top support of  Melissa 
Mark-Viverito in the Council 
Speaker’s race while the party ma-
chine backed - and lost with - Man-
hattan’s Dan Garodnick, only to 
be fed crumbs by winner Melissa  in 
chairmanships and jobs.

We wrote that Boss Carl was 
angry enough to talk about back-
ing a candidate against Gustavo, 
but softened it to thinking about let-
ting Gustavo face reelection without 
party backing. Carl, of course, was 
reported furious that it leaked out to 
your humble ink-stained wretch.

Enter Gustavo, who called us to 
say he and Carl met and that ev-
erything was just hunky dory with 
them. 

“I have always enjoyed a good re-
lationship with the county organiza-
tion, which was only strengthened 

with our work together to get [As-
semblyman] Victor Pichardo 
elected over the summer,” sayeth 
Gustavo. “I will continue working 
with them in years to come, and cer-
tainly during this election cycle.”

To which we say maybe Gustavo 
should still think about relying on 
fellow “progressive” electeds and 
unions to help keep him in office 
come primary time.

Meanwhile, we’ll stand by our 
original column....

DIAZ vs. GUSTAVO
As if Gustavo didn’t have enough 

tsuris with the Party, seems fellow 
state Senator Ruben Diaz Sr., 
making a speech on the senate fl oor 
about Martin Luther King and civil 
rights, pointed out Gustavo for mak-
ing fun of his “heavy accent.” 

“Nothing has changed. People 
make fun of you, for your color, for 
your accent, for your kinky hair,” 
sayeth The Rev, whom we ad-
mit to sometimes having a prob-
lem understanding. “People make 
fun of you.”

ERIC’S SEAT
While folks tell us Michael 

Benjamin has been reaching out 

to build support for a run for his old 
Morrisania assembly seat now va-
cated by convicted Eric Steven-
son, we hear the Bronx Democratic 
machine has already settled on 
backing Marsha Michaels, an 
attorney who worked to help Eddie 
McShane and Liz Taylor get elected 
judges. ∫Big edge: she’s got strong 
roots in Concourse Village West, THE 
major voting bloc in the district.

UPPING HIS GAME
Wow, we haven’t seen this 

much local activity from Con-
gressman Jose Serrano in, 
well, since he was last running for 
reelection. Seems like the South 
Bronx rep has been all over the 
place lately, voting on the city’s 
Industrial Development Agency 
board against funding FreshDi-
rect’s move (and saying some not 
so nice things about the Bronx 
Overall Economic Development 
Corp.), opposing city subsidies for 
a soccer stadium, holding a forum 
on ferry service for the east Bronx, 
inserting legislative roadblocks to 
selling the General Post Offi ce on 
the Conc.

Don’t expect much help for Joe 
from the Bronx Democratic ma-
chine, smarting over Jose backing 

Melissa Mark-Viverito for 
Council Speaker. And just wonder-
ing if  the congressman might be 
expecting a challenge from some-
where? Like maybe a certain state 
senator from Soundview? Nah!
And then again, he’s always been 
reelected with no less than 92 per-
cent of the vote.

TSK, TSK!
Buddy Stein, editor at the 

Mott Haven Herald, out with a story 
on FreshDirect’s lobbying efforts 
through some big bux lobbying fi rms, 
noting that since the Herald broke the 
news that former Sustainable South 
Bronx head Majora Carter was a 
paid consultant to FreshDirect, “she 
has refused to speak to its report-
ers, saying through the company’s 
communications director, Carter’s 
husband James Chase, that the 
Herald would have to agree to sub-
mit any story in advance and agree 
to a series of pre-conditions govern-
ing what words it could or could not 
use.”

GOP LUNCH
The Bronx Republican Party’s 

Lincoln Lunch Sunday, Feb. 9 at the 
Villa Barone Manor is being touted 
as a preview of some candidates 
running for statewide offi ce.

Former U.S. Attorney Mi-

chael Garcia, reported weigh-
ing a run against Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman, will be 
keynote speaker, introduced by 
Westchester County Exec Rob 
Astorino, considering taking on 
Gov. Cuomo.

Bronx GOP Leader John Gre-
aney will presiding over the affair 
in a county where Dems outnum-
ber the GOP 12.2 to 1.

TECHIE JIMMY
Councilman Jimmy Vacca 

showing up at Community Board 
11’s meet in Morris Park Thursday 
night, Jan.23, talking about his new 
chairmanship of the technology 
committee, saying he don’t know 
nuthin’ ‘bout technical stuff - but is 
excited to learn about the increas-
ingly important field.

He boasted on his Facebook 
page about his four years as chair-
man of the transportation commit-
tee, successfully shepherding 44 
bills into law, and planning “to soon 
be the most tech-savvy member of 
the body!”

COP CORNER
Touchy feely. We saw a lotta 

paranoia among former Bronx 
chiefs we ran into while covering 
1 Police Plaza for the Daily News. 
But we hear that since Ray Kelly’s 

departure and new PC Bill Brat-
ton’s arrival, the place now feels 
like the Wizard of Oz, going from 
black and white to Technicolor. 
We might even stop calling it The 
Kremlin and rename it The Palace.

LIBERTY NEWBIES
The Liberty Democratic Asso-

ciation held a special election Jan. 
26, replacing outgoing  president - 
and new City Councilman Ritchie 
Torres - with Monica Major, the 
borough president’s education di-
rector. Also elected: new treasurer 
Marjorie Velazquez Lynch, and 
new secretary Andrea Siegel.

Club also endorsed Senator 
Jeff Klein and Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj for reelection.

MOVES
Bronxite Ismael Malave mov-

ing over from City Controller’s offi ce 
as a senior investment analyst to 
Public Advocate Letitia James’ 
offi ce as director of government re-
lations and community affairs.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Jan. 25 - Chamber of Com-

merce President Lenny Caro
Jan. 31 – Bronx mover and 

shaker (and BFF) Kathy Za-
mechansky

Feb. 1 - Bronx Times publisher 
Laura Guerriero
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P’zaz cleans and deodorizes 
your bowl, leaving 

fuchsia-colored water 
with every fl ush! 

To order this innovative and unique new 
labor-saver, or explore other 

color-coordinated options for your bathroom, 
call 347-838-7929 (PZAZ) or toll-free 855-445-7633. 

Visit me at my website: Mypzaz.com

MEET P’ZAZ! 
The NEW, in-tank deodorizer/cleanser! 
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