
Your Neighborhood — Your News®January 12,  2014

A CNG Publication • Vol. 67 No. 5 • Vol. 67 No. 5 A CNG Publication • Vol. 3 No. 2 UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BXTIMES.COM

Bracing For The Big Chill
Rosy-cheeked Kristina Vushaj in Waterbery-LaSalle, all bundled up for 
those arctic temperatures. 

Photo by W
alter Pofeldt

BORO
CRIME
DOWN
Signifi cant decrease citywide

Traffi c
concerns
increase

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
The Big, Bad Boogie Down 

Bronx, looked upon for decades 
as a crime-ridden borough, is see-
ing crimes drop in numbers never 
imagined even a decade ago.

From a peak of 653 murder vic-
tims in 1990, the borough logged 

only 82 homicides in 2013, an 87.5 
% drop.

It even led the city in percent 
decreases in murders and shoot-
ings for the past two years. 

With a new enforcement focus 
on local “street crews,” as well as 

Continued on Page 4

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Concerns continue to grow 

about new development in and 
the around east Bronx major 
roadways causing even more 
traffi c jams.

Development concentrated 
in two corridors of roads on and 
around I-95 from the Bruckner In-
terchange & Unionport Bridge to 
Co-op City, and along the Hutch 
from the Whitestone Bridge to 
Co-op City & Pelham Bay Park 
has locals concerned that lack 
of planning might leave already 
clogged roads practically im-
passable when the malls and 
buildings open. 

Among the new area projects 
opening soon: 

•An outlet mall at the Whites-
tone Cinema site. 

•A Target store and new mall 
near the Hutch and Brush Av-
enue. 

•A Macy’s and major indoor 
shopping mall at Bay Plaza in 
Co-op City. 

•Continued expansion of the 
Hutchinson Metro Center, in-
cluding a new hotel.

•The city’s 911 Call Center 
building at the Hutch and Pel-
ham Parkway.

Community Board 10 already 
commissioned its own traffi c 
study calling for a slip ramp 
onto the Brucnker Express-
way, better signage, and other 
improvements to deal with all 
the new construction. It is con-
cerned that many of the projects 
are close to opening, with no 
new infrastructure built.

“We have traffic issues right 
now,” said CB 10 chairman John 
Marano. “We are all for this 
new development, but feel that 
infrastructure should be part 

Continued on Page 4

Public hearing on soccer stadium

A map of the proposed stadium site. 
The building across from Garage Site 
8 is GAL Manufacturing, which would 
need to relocate. 

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Got an opinion about the pro-

posed Major League Soccer sta-
dium slated for the South Bronx?

Now’s your chance to make 
your voice heard. 

Local stakeholders will gauge 
the community’s pulse at an open 
town hall meeting Wednesday, 
Jan. 15 at 900 Grand Concourse, 
headquarters of the 161th Street 
Business Improvement District 
(BID). 

The meeting will start at 7:30 
p.m.

LOCALS PRO OR CON?
City offi cials have yet to 

strike a deal with the New York 
Football Club for the proposed 
stadium, but reports leaked in 
December stated the franchise 
was eyeing a site at River Ave-
nue and 157th Street.

The stadium would occupy 
part of an underutilized park-
ing facility at River Avenue and 
153rd Street, as well as take 
over space currently used by 
GAL Manufacturing, an eleva-
tor parts company that employs 

over 350 people.
Locals remain undecided on 

whether or not to support the 
project, said Killian Jordan, an 
activist who lives blocks away 
from the proposed site. 

POSSIBLE BENEFITS
Borough President Ruben 

Diaz Jr. urged MLS to bring 
a stadium to the borough this 
June, after elected offi cials and 
community members shot down 
a plan to bring the franchise to 
Queens.

Continued on Page 11
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GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-
kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 
part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 
purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 
agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
Oh baby!
We don’t have an ac-

curate count of how many 
Bronx moms in labor either 
held back or pushed hard 
trying to make their mark 
with the fi rst Bronx baby of 
the year, but we do have the 
winning fi rst baby of  2014. 

She’s Kairi Evany Cid 
Bravo, all 7 pounds, 13 
ounces and 19 1/2 inches of 
her, born at 12:15 a.m. New 
Year’s Day at Montefi ore 
Medical Center’s Weiler 
Hospital on the Einstein 
Medical College campus in 
Morris Park.

She gets credit for hav-
ing what will likely be one 
of the most unique names of 
this year, compared to the 
top list of names for babies 
born in the Bronx, accord-
ing to city Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene 
records.

But more about that 
later.

“If she wasn’t born on 
New Year’s if would have 
been fi ne, as long as she was 
a healthy baby,” said proud 
fi rst-time mom Kaori Bravo, 
19, from Pelham Bay. “But 
they told me I had a possibil-
ity, so I just started pushing 
and pushing, ‘Okay, I gotta 
do this.’”

“Everybody started com-
ing in the room and saying 
‘Oh my God! Push! Push! 
And the father was just so 
scared! He started scream-
ing at me and I started cry-
ing.”

She said she was grate-
ful to the hospital staff “who 
were so supportive. And I 
said I can really do it, and it 
was 12:13.”

With the real work now 
beginning to raise her, 
Bravo said “The only I want 
for my daughter is for her to 
grow up nice and healthy.” 

 “The immediate plan is 
stay calm and just treat her 
the right way and teach her 

the right things, because so-
ciety is just getting harder. 
I just want her to under-
stand.”  

As for dad Kevin Cid, he 
“kind of stumbled” learn-
ing to diaper little Kairi, she 
said, “but he’s learning.”

The Health Department 
will take note of little Kairi’s 
birth, since it not only logs 
in the annual birth count, 
but also popular names. 

It’s too soon to compile 
the 2013 stats, but the de-
partment, which goes by the 
mother’s residence, said the 
Bronx had 20,044 newborns 
delivered in 2012..

The three most popular 
names for boys in the bor-
ough that year, in descend-
ing order, were Jayden (142 ), 
Ethan (104 ) and Jacob (95).

For girls, it was Madison 
(84) , Isabella (81) and Sophia 
(65).

That came pretty close to 
the citywide popular names 
list, with Jayden (and So-
phia the most popular baby 
names in 2012. Jayden has 
been the number 1 boys 
name for the last four years, 
while Sophia reclaimed the 
number 1 spot after a three 
year absence.

Broken down by ethnic-

ity citywide, the number 
one names for girls in 2012 
were:

Hispanic - Isabella; Black 
- Madison; White - Emma, 
and Asian and Pacifi c Is-
lander - Chloe.

For boys, it was:
Hispanic - Jayden; Black 

- Jayden again; White - Jo-
seph, and Asian and Pacifi c 
Islander - Ryan.

The department came up 
with only one baby named 
Bronx that year.

One of the better known 
children with that moni-
ker (for better or worse) is 
the son of singer Ashlee 
Simpson and husband Pete 
Wentz, bassist of the rock 
group Fall Out Boy.

 And just for good (or 
worse) measure, they threw 
in the middle name Mowgli.

Like his namesake bor-
ough, as well as a certain 
legendary boy named Sue, 
we’d expect that kid is sure 
to grow up tough.

And look at all these popular baby names

Weiler Hospital nurse Christine Palazzo and new mom Kaori Bravo 
welcome fi rst Bronx baby of 2014, little Kairi Evany Cid Bravo. Kairi 
probably won’t make the list of top baby names for the Bronx just 
released by the city Health Department. 

She’s fi rst Bronx baby of 2014
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1475 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10461| www.kaifusionbronx.com

Tel: (718) 863-7900  (718) 863-7901 | Fax:(718) 829-6943 |

GRAND OPENING
NEW OWNERSHIP

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon-Thurs 11:30 am - 10:30 pm | Fri -Sat 11:30 am - 11:30 pm | Sun 12 noon - 10 pm

15% OFF
Dine in & pick up, Exclude Lunch & Combo Meal

Cannot combine with 

any other offer or certificate

w. coupon only

Expires 2/28/2014

$6.95
Everyday Kitchen Lunch Special

w. Soup or Soda

Dine in only, no cash value, cannot combine w. 

any other offer or certificate 

w.  coupon only

Expires 2/28/2014

$10.95
3 Course Combo Special

Dine in only, no cash value, cannot combine w. any 

other offer or certificate

 w. coupon only

Expires 2/28/2014
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established gangs, victim 
shootings are down al-
most 30% over 2012, with 
346 people shot last year.

“That means 148 less 
people were shot last 
year. That’s amazing,” 
said Assistant Chief Car-
los Gomez, the Bronx bor-
ough commander, adding 
that the crime decline 
also meant 31 less mur-
ders from 2012.

“WAR ZONE”
Borough President 

Ruben Diaz Jr. said he 
remembers when he was 
in his late teens 20 or so 
years ago growing up in 
Soundview. “It was a war 
zone then, while today’s 
crime numbers are 70% 
lower.”

What’s worth noting, 
he added, “is not only 
are we doing well as a 
borough, but the Bronx 
helped the city on overall 
major crime reductions,” 
with higher percentages 
of crime reduction in ho-
micides, shooting victims 

and shooting incidents. 
Besides crediting good 

police work, Diaz attrib-
uted a safer borough “to 
the serious, hardwork-
ing people of the Bronx – 
people are bringing their 
values from their native 
countries, folks are be-
having, parents are doing 
what they’re supposed to 
do.” 

TARGETING CREWS
From a police point 

of view, Gomez credits 
much of the drop in vio-
lence to Operation Crew 
Cut, which targets less 
established local “street 
crews,” believed responsi-
ble for “at least” 30 percent 
of shootings and murders. 
Both state and federal 
prosecutions against the 
crews, he said, are having 
a major impact.

“One murder is one too 
many, but to come in with 
31 less than the record 
year - we can’t go that far 
back to check - is great.”

But Gomez said Bronx 
cops are not resting on 

any laurels – “As we take 
down existing crews, we 
see new emerging ones.”

Felony assaults were 
the only violent crime that 
rose last year, up  12.4%, 
with 5,413 incidents re-
corded. Gomez attributed 
a large number of those to 
domestic violence.

Gomez said he hopes 
to step up early interven-
tion in domestic violence 
cases, with each precinct 
having a designated offi -
cer assigned to follow up 
and monitor such situa-
tions – “especially to new 
immigrants and to high 
propensity offenders 
who have a history of do-
mestic violence, through 
home visits to make sure 
the women feel safe.”

A number of felony as-
saults, police have long 
pointed out, might have 
wound up as murder sta-
tistics but for better med-
ical treatment of trau-
mas, much of it learned 
from the battlefi elds of 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

TARGETING VIOLENCE
“The focus in 2014 will 

still be the violence,” said 
Gomez “ – the shootings, 
the robberies, domestic 
violence.”

One of the non-violent 
sticking points has been 
grand larcenies involving 
cell phones and laptops, 
as well as expensive parts 
from vehicles, with 5,952 
felony complaints re-
ported – a 7.7% hike from 
2012. Along with the felony 
assaults, they marred the 
borough’s overall crime 
drop, bringing it in with 
a 1.19 percent increase in 
overall major crime.

The police department 
last year seriously cur-
tailed its controversial 
Stop, Question and Frisk 
program, which fi gured 
largely in the mayoral 
race and left a permanent 
stain on former Police 
Commissioner Ray Kel-
ly’s record.

The last three po-
lice academy graduation 
classes, Gomez noted, all 

received additional train-
ing in stop and frisk pro-
cedures.

It will still fi gure in 
as crime fi ghting tool, he 
predicted, “though one 

used more smartly than 
in the past.” 

* * *
To view the borough’s 

crime statistics, go to 
www.nypd.org.

Bronx borough commander Assistant Chief Carlos Gomez.

Crime down dramatically in the borough

of this revitalization and 
economic growth. Why 
should the people shop-
ping at these locations, 
and the people living 
here, have to feel the pain 
of congestion? We are the 
people who they are mak-
ing money off of.”

“You go to other places 
in this country, and you 
put up a mall, and you 
have to build on-ramps 
and off-ramps,” said com-
munity leader Bob Bie-
der. “But you come to the 
Bronx, and you don’t have 
to do that. People seem to 
forget that this a market-
place where they want to 
do business.” 

Among Bieder’s sug-
gestions:

•Building another en-
trance and/or exit directly 
into both the Hutchinson 
Metro Center and Bay 
Plaza to divert traffi c from 
local streets. 

•An entrance onto I-95 
near St. Joseph’s Way - a 
low cost “slip-ramp” - that 
would keep truck traffi c 
off the Bruckner service 
road in residential and 
commercial areas.

•A second bridge to ac-
commodate the overbur-
dened Unionport Bridge, 
most likely at Lafayette 
Avenue.  

•Better timing of traf-
fi c lights on major streets 

to make for easier traf-
fi c fl ow around the new 
malls. 

Bieder said that given 
the pace that the state 
and city moves, and the 
studies that they have to 
conduct, he predicts little 
additional infrastructure 
built for fi ve to ten years, 
after a traffi c crisis.  

Business and commu-
nity leader James Mc-
Quade said that something 
needs to be done soon at a 
bottleneck at I-95 near Pel-
ham Parkway, where six 
lanes merge into three. 
This was called the “big-
gest bottleneck in the na-
tion,” he said, and the city, 
state, and federal govern-

ments all need to be in-
volved. “You need the best 
of the best for this mess.” 

Department of Trans-
portation spokesman 
Nicholas Mosquera said 
“DOT is reviewing the 
planned projects, has met 
with developers and is re-
viewing their recommen-
dations for potential traf-
fi c improvements.

“The agency has also 
been in touch with local 
elected offi cials and has 
received the general rec-
ommendations from Com-
munity Board 10...and is 
looking into potential en-
hancements in the area, 
including changes to sig-
nal timing.” 

Traffi c concerns continue to grow over east Bronx major roadways 

From Page 1

From Page 1

Two malls are planned for near the Bruckner Interchange, believed 
to be one of the most accident prone intersections in Community 
Board 10 Photo by Patrick Rocchio 



5
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  Ja
n

u
a

r
y

 1
2

, 2
0

1
4

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

Our Lawyers Will Come To You!
Home, Office or Hospital Visits Available At No Charge

ATTORNEY                                                                                                                                                                                          SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

ACCIDENT VICTIMS

T:718-996-5600

T:646-459-7548
*Past Results Do Not Guarantee Future Outcomes

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Stop that racket! 
That’s the word from 

Community Board 10, which 
has been getting an increas-
ing number of complaints 
about noise coming from lo-
cal bars and restaurants. 

Now the board is reach-
ing out to the city Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection with suggestions on 
how to increase enforcement 
or add new regulations on 
noise issues in public estab-
lishments.   

In a Dec. 30, 2013 letter 
to the DEP, the board of-
fered four suggestions that 
the agency might bring to 
the City Council to review, 
and possibly add to the city’s 
Noise Code: 

• Limiting the hours  of 
use of outdoor speakers, or 
banning them outright.

• Establishing a DEP “ro-
bust public education unit 
on Best Management Prac-
tices.” 

• Allowing owners of bars 
to install soundproofi ng de-
vices instead of paying fi nes 
after a fi rst offense.

• Requiring that new con-
struction of a bar or restau-
rant include sound-proofi ng 
or muffl ing devices during 
the fi nal build-out. 

“One of the reasons we 
wrote this letter is that we 
are tired of the complaints,” 
said CB 10 Chairman John 
Marano, who noted in the 
letter that noise complaints 
about bars and restaurants 
is a “growing problem” in 
the board service area. 

He noted in the letter that 
the board is being fl ooded 
with complaints, as is the 
local 45th Precinct and the 
city’s 311 system.  

If there are neighbors liv-
ing above an establishment 
or the bar or restaurant is at-
tached to a residential house 
or next door, soundproofi ng 
should be a given as soon as 
the establishment is opened, 

he said. 
“We feel the pain of the 

residents,” he said. “We want 
to be proactive and reduce 
their complaints, which will 
reduce the workload of the 
city agencies that respond. 
We feel that with these im-
provements...it will lessen 
everyone’s issues.” 

The noise pollution 
complaints that the board 
hears are not limited to any 
particular part of its ser-
vice area, said Marano, but 
come from areas as diverse 
as Westchester Avenue in 
Zerega and Pelham Bay, East 
Tremont Avenue from Wa-
terbury-LaSalle to Throggs 
Neck, and on City Island. 

The board is not looking 
to close down businesses or 
be the “bar cop”, and indeed 
wants to help local establish-
ments avoid confl ict with 
their neighbors, the very 
people that in most cases 
make up the bulk of their cli-
entèle, he said.  

A citywide advocacy cam-
paign will be necessary, and 
the board recognizes that the 
issue is one affecting people 
throughout the Bronx and 
the city where, as the chair-
man put it, everyone lives in 

“close quarters.” 
But CB 10 wants to be on 

the “front lines” of any cam-
paign to strengthen the city’s 
Noise Code, because the peo-
ple are on there, he said. 

A DEP spokesman said: 

“We are reviewing the com-
munity board’s thoughtful 
suggestions, and are grate-
ful that they took the time to 
share their concerns and ex-
periences with us.” 

Board asks city to crack down on loud bars, eateries

CB10 wants to ‘bar’ noise

This light plane made an emergency landing on the northbound lane of the Major Deegan 
on Saturday, Jan. 4 after engine trouble. Pilot and two passengers escaped without serious 
injury.           Photo by David Greene

EMERGENCY LANDING ON MAJOR DEEGAN
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
The Mayberry P.D. it’s 

not.
But the 49th Precinct in 

the east Bronx  might come 
close to TV’s fi ctional small 
town, coming into 2014 as 
the safest precinct in the 
city when it comes to crime 
reduction.

The precinct, which cov-
ers Allerton, Morris Park, 
Van Nest, Pelham Parkway, 
Eastchester Gardens and 
Pelham Gardens, led the 
city’s 77 precincts with a 
27.4% crime complaint drop 
in 2013, with double digit 
declines in the seven felony 
crime categories. It came in 
fi rst in the city in 2012.

“It is Mayberry in a 
way,” laughed Inspector 
Lorenzo (Andy) Johnson, 
the precinct commander.

  “We’re lucky. We do 
have some spots, but we’ve 
made them smaller. And 
again, the hard work of the 

police offi cers.”
Credit to community

He gives much credit to 
the local community. 

“It’s a pleasure to work 
in the precinct because of 
the way the community 
not only backs us, but also 
works along with us in keep-

ing the community safe.
I get phone calls all the 

time, giving me a heads up 
- which is good.”

There were only two 
murders last year, com-
pared to eight in 2012 - and 
18 shooting victims, com-

pared to 26 in 2012.
Non-violent crimes are 

a key issue in the heavily 
residential precinct, chief 
among them car break-ins.

Car break-ins

“As we know, a lot of peo-
ple who break into cars are 
drug addicts looking to fi x 

their habit. So we reached 
out to Narcotics, and they’ve 
made a lot of possession ar-
rests in the precinct.

“Anybody they arrest, 
they check to see if they 
pawned anything in pawn-
shops. Anybody who pawns 

anything has to place a 
photo of the property and 
they have to get photo ID’d 
and put into a computer that 
my fi eld intelligence offi cer 
monitors on a daily basis.”

As another borough com-
mander put it, “It’s amazing 
how car break-ins disappear 
when a junkie is locked up 
for a few months.”

Johnson has also made 
up fl yers to place on car 
windows “to let people 
know that by keeping valu-
able stuff inside their ve-
hicle, they are tempting 
thieves.”

Curbing gangs

To help stem violence, 
Johnson has used the 
NYPD’s Operation Crew 
Cut, which builds cases 
against street crews of older 
teens and younger men, 
not quite full blown street 
gangs, but responsible for 
local drug sales and a high 
percentage of violence.

“Right now, we have 
fi ve crews in the pre-
cinct, around the Pelham 
Houses, Eastchester Gar-
dens Houses and Parkside 
Houses, although a lot of 
them do not reside in public 
housing.

“My specially teams  
identify all these crew 
members, we distribute the 
photos to everybody, so we 
know who they are,” said 

Johnson. The biggest tool 
we have is monitoring their 
social networking. These 
people love to put what they 
do either on Instagram and 
a couple of other social net-
working outlets.

“Facebook, I was told, is 
for grandpa’s like me.”

***
For a look at the pre-

cinct’s crime numbers, go to 
nypd.org.

Leads city in crime reduction in 2013

A VERY good year for 49 Precinct

It’s a pleasure to work in the precinct 
because of the way the community 
not only backs us, but also works 

along with us.
Inspector Lorenzo Johnson

Inspector Lorenzo Johnson

PATRICK ROCCHIO
The numbers are down 

in the Four-Five. 
And that’s good news 

for the East Bronx’s 45th 
Precinct when it comes to 
crime. It ranked 66th out 
of 77 precincts citywide 
in 2013, according to offi -
cial NYPD fi gures.  

Serious crime in the 
precinct continued to de-
cline, decreasing by 5.8% 
compared with 2012.

Low Crime 

Already low crime 
numbers continued to 
fall, with the major cat-
egories of rape decreas-
ing 47.1%, robbery dip-
ping 14.7%, felony assault 
down 13.3% and burglary 
declining 24.6%. 

“There were big de-
creases in robberies, 
burglaries and assaults, 
and we are really happy 
to see that,” said the pre-
cinct’s commander, Cap-

tain James McGeown. 
“Those are the violent 
types crimes that we re-
ally keyed on and we 
are very happy to see de-
creases there.” 

There were slight in-
creases in grand larceny 
and grand larceny auto, 
up 8.7% and 6.6% respec-
tively. When it comes to 
grand larceny, some of 
that might be attributed 
to citywide/nationwide 
trends of thefts of cell 
phones, as well as expen-
sive car parts, such as 
fancy tire rims. 

The number of shoot-
ing victims held steady in 
2013 with nine compared 
with eight the previous 
year, and as did shoot-
ing incidents with eight 
in 2013 compared with 
seven in 2012. 

Long-Term Trends

The only other major 
crime category to regis-

ter a rise in complaints 
was murder, which rose 
to fi ve in 2013 from two 
in 2012, but was down 
over 70% when compared 
with 20 years ago. Four 
of the fi ve murder cases 
recorded this year have 
been solved, the captain 

said. 
Overall major crime 

in the precinct is down 
over 73% when compared 
to 20 years ago.

"I have got to thank all 
of the hardworking men 
and women of the 45th 
Precinct, for all of their 
hard work, including 
Lieutenant Paul Trapani 
and his speciality units 
and the detective squad,” 
said McGeown. “In addi-
tion, I think that the ex-
cellent partnership with 
the community, with the 
local elected offi cials and 
community groups, is in-
valuable. We exchange 
information, ideas, keep 
them involved - it is a 
good partnership and 
I think it helps to keep 
things safe here in the 
four-fi ve.”  

Community Policing 

McGeown said that 
among the successful 

initiatives involving 
community engagement 
were a very successful 
45th Precinct Commu-
nity Council Breakfast in 
May, National Night Out 
which brought together 
community and police in 
Co-op City in September, 
and a successful busy sea-
son for City Island this 
year with traffi c agents 
and police offi cers work-
ing together to ensure 
that traffi c moved. 

There was also a suc-
cessful graffi ti cleanup 
in November organized 
by precinct’s Crime Pre-
vention Offi cer Erin 
Rabbitt and Community 
Affairs Offi cers Anne 
Marie Morrison and 
John Souhrada, Senator 
Jeff Klein’s offi ce, and 
Community Board 10’s 
chairman John Marano, 
among many who made it 
a success.  

The captain also 
thanked Assistant Chief 
Carlos Gomez, the Bronx 
Borough commander, for 
the addition of 20 new of-
fi cers to the precinct this 
year, the largest group of 
new offi cers to reach the 
precinct in years. 

Year-end crime numbers looking  good 

Captain James McGeown has 
led the 45th Precinct to a 5.8% 
overall decline in major crime 
in 2013, the second largest de-
cline in the Bronx.  photo by 
Patrick Rocchio 

Crime down in 45th Precinct
I have got to 

thank all of the 
hardworking 

men and women 
of the 45th 

Precinct, for all 
of their hard 

work.
Captain James McGeown
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Let It Snow!
Okay, you’ve usually seen the pictures of 

laughing kids on sleds, snowmen, snowball 
fi ghts and little kids just about immobilized 
under ten layers of clothing to fi ght the 
freezing cold. But this past week or two has 
been just plain baaaaad!

First came the snowstorm, burying cars 
and sidewalks, then the rains to turn it into 
slush, and fi nally, that newly named polar 
vortex, with sub-freezing temps to chill us 
all to the bone and wonder what ever hap-
pened to global warming.

But take heart, at least we’re already INTO 
winter, instead of dreading it’s annual ap-
proach. With only a few dreary more months 
to go, spring will be here, hopefully before 
we know it – and not soon enough!

(1) Rosy-cheeked Kristina Vushaj in Water-
bury-LaSalle, all bundled up for those Artic 
temps.
(2) Fernando Perez over at Finest Auto 
Body on E. Tremont Avenue enjoys the cold 
weather irony.
(3)  We go in snow.
(4)  Well, you could always wait for the rain 
to wash it away....
(5) Ah yes, that would be East Tremont Av-
enue, somewhere there....

Photos by Walter Pofeldt

1 2

34

5
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THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Selected as the Best Ice Rink in New York City 2013 by Magazine

Drive consumers 
to your website
Your customers are online 

You need to be visible online too

WEB SEARCH CUSTOMERS ARE 
READY-TO-BUY

Find out how to make your website 
easily found.

Enhance your online visibility
Call for a FREE consultation and website analysis

718-260-4501
Email digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

 

  

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Could it be ferry time 

for the Bronx?
City Councilmembers 

Annabel Palma and Jimmy 
Vacca both think bring-
ing ferry service to the 
east Bronx communities 
that Vacca terms “transit-
starved.”

That includes Sound-
view and Ferry Point/
Throggs Neck, where resi-
dents living away from 
major transit hubs have to 
take buses or cars to the 
subway and then have a 
long ride into the city.

Both legislators say it’s 
a situation that needs to be 
explored by the City Coun-
cil and the de Blasio admin-
istration. 

Their advocacy for 
ferry service comes as the 
New York City Economic 
Development Corporation 
released two reports, in-
cluding a “Citywide Ferry 
Service Study” showing 
possible landings and list-
ing Soundview and Ferry 

Point Park, as well as Hunts 
Point, Co-op City, Orchard 
Beach, City Island, Yankee 
Stadium, Fordham and Ro-
berto Clemente State Park 
and Riverdale as potential 
locations 

“Under the Bloomberg 
administration, ferry ser-
vice has been expanded, 
however it’s only been ex-
panded to neighborhoods 
in close proximity to Man-
hattan,” said Vacca, who 
is chairman of the Council 
Transportation Committee. 
“And what really makes 
sense to me is expanding it 
to neighborhoods further 
away from Manhattan be-
cause we do not have the 
public transit options that 
those other neighborhoods 
have.” 

Vacca added that key to 
bringing ferry service to 
the east Bronx will be the 
time it takes for commuters 
on any ferry to get to and 
from Manhattan, afford-
ability, and building piers 
and providing parking.

 Some of the goals are to 
get people out of their cars 
and to cut the commuting 
times for people who live 
in more outlying communi-
ties, said Vacca. 

He is circulating peti-
tions calling for ferry ser-
vice, and the Metropolitan 
Waterfront Alliance is also 
advocating for more fer-
ries.

 Palma hailed the NYC 
EDC study, saying that 
“With its potential to gen-
erate significant savings 
in transit time, spur de-
velopment, and increase 
access to jobs, Bronx ferry 
service is gaining com-
munity and political sup-
port.” 

 “And the city’s new 
study now lends greater an-
alytical support to its prom-
ise,” she added. “Armed 
with this enthusiasm and 
analysis, it is time to move 
forward and make Bronx 
ferry service a reality.” 

Community Board 10 
has been calling for ferry 

service to Co-op City, and 
supports the establish-
ment of a ferry there for its 
55,000 residents, said Ken-
neth Kearns, district man-
ager. 

In a Dec. 10 2013 letter to 
Kyle Kimball, president of 
the NYC EDC, CB 10 chair-
man John Marano stated 
that the EDC should con-
sider both Ferry Point and 
also Co-op City for ferry 
service.  

“It is our understand-
ing that the Economic De-
velopment Corporation 
(EDC) has modeled vari-
ous communities and has 
determined that given the 
economics, surrounding 
subsides, and operating 
costs, that the Ferry Point 
community represents 
the best possible alterna-
tive for a ferry landing 
in the Bronx,” stated Ma-
rano. “However, our board 
feels that Co-op City, home 
to over 55,000 residents, 
should benefi t from the 
presence of ferry service.”  

Elected offi cials pitch city for “transit-starved” nabes 

Could this fast ferry service be coming to the Bronx? 
 Photo courtesy of NY Waterways

Ferry good proposal for East Bronx 
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SECURITY DRUGS
Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Money Gram

Phone Cards

secdrugs@yahoo.com

com

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

Pharmacy/Surgucal
Supplies

HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
They’ll try if the city 

will.
That’s the word from 

the sprawling but decay-
ing Hunts Point Terminal 
Produce Market which just 
signed a seven-year lease 
with the city after threaten-
ing to move to New Jersey.

But the deal does not 
preclude the major borough 
employer from still being 
wooed to move after that. It 
largely depends on how up-
grading at the deteriorating 
market goes.

It also ignores a ma-
jor sore point with market 
members over the city’s 
Business Integrity Com-
mission, which is tasked 
with keeping organized 
crime out of certain city in-
dustries.

Deputy Mayor Robert 
Steel and city Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion President Kyle Kim-
ball announced the deal on 

Dec. 31, the fi nal day of the 
Bloomberg administration.

Under the agreement, 
the cooperative’s 47  mem-
ber merchants commit 
to keeping the market in 
Hunts Point until June of 
2021.

 They will pay an annual 
rent of $4 million, with up to 
$1.5 million of that forgiven 
as the merchants make im-
provements to the market’s 
deteriorating infrastruc-
ture.

“Since we reimburse 
them, we are ultimately 
paying for those improve-
ments and mutually agreed 
upon repairs,” said EDC 
spokeswoman Kate Blumm. 
“Say for example, roof re-
pairs. They go ahead, en-
gage the contractors, do all 
the work, and we reimburse 
them up to $1.5 million, for 
each of the seven years on 
the new lease.”

 The market is among 
the largest wholesale pro-

duce markets in the world, 
sitting on 105 acres of prop-
erty and comprising one 
million square feet of inte-
rior space, of which 660,000 
square feet is refrigerated.

 “This lease renewal 
will keep the approximately 
3,000 direct jobs at the mar-

ket,” the EDC said, “provid-
ing a signifi cant economic 
impact and ensuring this 
important piece of the food 
distribution infrastructure 
of New York City and the 
region remains in the bor-
ough.”

The agreement also pre-

serves the market’s exist-
ing 10-year renewal option, 
which can be exercised in 
June 2021 in order to con-
tinue to operate on the site 
into the future.

Still at issue is the Busi-
ness Integrity Commission, 
which has been trying to 

raise the fees the merchants 
must pay for the background 
checks to screen out poten-
tial organized crime infl u-
ence, once a major problem 
at the market.

“The only thing we have 
in common with BIC  is the 
market, but they have not 
been part and parcel of our 
negotiations,” said EDC’s 
Blumm. “There is nothing 
in the agreement that refers 
to BIC whatsoever. Those 
are two totally separate 
conversations.”

“They have not bothered 
us, and we are not going to 
bother them,” Charles Sle-
pian, attorney for the pro-
duce market, said of the BIC 
and any further negotia-
tions.”

“We’ll probably get a 
new BIC commissioner 
somewhere along the way, 
and then there’ll be a con-
versation with them, I’m 
sure,” he said. “But right 
now, leave it alone.”

Produce coop signs seven-year lease with city

The Hunts Point Produce Market will remain in the Bronx - for now - after signing a seven-year lease 
with the city.

HP Market staying - for now





11
      B

R
O

N
X

 W
E

E
K

L
Y

  Ja
n

u
a

r
y

 1
2

, 2
0

1
4

   
w

w
w

.B
X

T
im

e
s

.c
o

m

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

WHAT A FINISH!
We had sources all over the place, 

with some telling us South Bronx /
East Harlem Councilwoman Melissa 
Mark-Viverito had a solid lock on 
30 councilmember votes going into 
Wednesday, Jan. 8’s election for Council 
Speaker, with 26 needed to win. Other 
sources said Manhattan’s Dan Gar-
odnick, backed by Bronx Dem Party 
boss Carl Heastie and Queens Boss 
Joe Crowley, was two votes away 
from snatching victory from Melissa as 
of the day before the vote.

Then the day of the vote, Garodnick 
withdrew and Melissa had the entire 
51-member council vote.

As one insider told us, she ALWAYS 
had the votes, while the other side – 
read that Heastie and Crowley’s camps 
– were blowing smoke up a certain part 
of the council and media’s anatomy.  

Stay tuned for next week’s column, 
where we’ll be picking through the rub-
ble on this one. 

Meanwhile.... 
WINNERS
Among the Bronx crowd support-

ing Melissa:
Newly elected Councilman Richie 

Torres who formally nominated her 

at the vote, former Bronx Boro Prez 
Freddy Ferrer, E. Harlem/South 
Bronx state Senator Jose M. Ser-
rano, state Senator Gustavo Ri-
vera, and gay activist and Democratic 
operative Lewis Goldstein.

PIT BULL
Senator Jeff Klein don’t take no 

prisoners when it comes to even a hint 
of a challenge. That’s why we hear - 
from OTHER published sources (Thanks 
a pile, Jeff!)  that he’s just added pit bull 
NY Post investigative reporter Can-
dice Giove as his new communica-
tions director.

Giove, out of the Riverdale Press-Re-
view, has done a number of investigative 
pieces, including an embarassing one 
on then Morris Park Assemblywoman 
Naomi (Snooki) Rivera, complete 
with sexy Facebook page lingerie shots, 
and her “boytoy” beau she had work-
ing part-time on her staff while he was 
drawing a full-time paycheck from the 
Board of Ed in Brooklyn.

We suspect Giove will be doing her 
best to chop now ex-City Councilman 
Ollie Koppell off at the knees if he 
goes ahead with a rumored challenge to 
Jeff for his Senate seat. Ollie just can’t 
keep away from public service. Even af-

ter serving as state Attorney General, he 
served a stretch as president of his local 
school district board.

THREEFER
Boro Prez Ruben Diaz Jr. man-

aged to do the hat trick at Borough Hall 
on Thursday, Jan. 9,  holding his inau-
guration ceremony, offi cially kicking off 
the Bronx’s year-round centennial cel-
ebration (it offi cially became a county 
in 1914), and hosting the swearing in of 
the entire Bronx City Council delegation.

 For frosting on the cake, Diaz and 
the Bronx Chamber of Commerce also 
unveiled a commemorative plaque cele-
brating the centennial, while the Empire 
State Building was lit that night in the 
colors of the Bronx fl ag (orange, white 
and blue ).

Meanwhile, Ruben and staffers are 
busy grinding out his annual rah-rah 
State of the Borough, set for Thurs-
day, Feb. 20 at Hostos College on the 
Grand Conc. 

RIVERA CHALLENGES
Looks like veteran Assemblyman 

Jose (Papi) Rivera may have some 
early challengers lining up for his Ford-
ham / Kingsbrige / Tremont seat. We 
hear former challenger Ricky Mar-
tinez and ex-Community Board 7 Dis-

trict Manager Fernando Tirado 
could both eying runs against Jose. 
Stay tuned.

COP CORNER
All in the family. It’s a real cop 

family affair for Inspector Kevin Har-
rington over at Bronx Boro Command. 
His niece and nephew just graduated 
from the Police Academy to join his four 
brothers, two brothers-in-law and sis-
ter-in-law on the job.

“I’ve got one brother in the Fire De-
partment,” wisecracked Kevin, “but we 
don’t talk to him.”

Major move .  Detec t ive Fe-
lix Ramos over at the 4-8 Squad in 
E. Tremont swung over the Major Case 
Squad by new boss, Lt. Ralph Ci-
lento, who formerly ran the 4-8. Con-
grats, pal.

RETIRING
Riverdale resident Joe O’Brien 

kicking it in after 16 years as silver-
tongued spokesman for Congressman 
Eliot Engel. This after lengthy stints 
in the mayor’s offi ce and 11 years as an 
ink-stained wretch at United Press Inter-
national. We’ll miss that quick Irish wit. 
Best of luck, pal.

RECORD RECORD
Bronx talk cable-T V host Gar y 

Axelbank doing some houseclean-
ing recently, paring down 7,000 vinyl 
records collected during 15 younger 
years as a late night rock ‘n’ roll DJ at 
WDHA in Dover, NJ. and at  WRNW in 
Westchester County. Donating 2,100 of 
them to Goodwill.
OH MAMA!
Here’s an unabashed plug to the Bronx-
mama website at http://bronxmama.
com/ for its list of 50 things to do in the 
Bronx in 2014. Check it out.
CONDOLENCES
To Miriam Schwartz, female dis-
trict leader in the 80th Assembly Dis-
trict in Morris Park, on the loss of her 
husband Arthur “Artie” Schwartz 
at age 86.
BRONX BIRTHDAYS:
Jan. 2 - Joe Thompson,  head of 
White Plains Road Business Improve-
ment District and 49 Precinct Com-
munity Council.
Jan 10 - Actor Sal Mineo (1939 - 
1976)

BRONX QUOTE
“I was born in Harlem, raised in the 
South Bronx, went to public school, 
got out of public college, went into the 
Army, and then I just stuck with it.” – 
Colin Powell

The Bronx is home to 
many soccer fans who pack 
Yankee Stadium to watch 
international matches. 
Visitors to a new stadium 
would infuse nearby shops 
with more business, Diaz 
argued.

But the Beep, as well 
as the local community 
board, have yet to endorse 
or decry the proposal now 
on the table.

Mayor-elect Bill Be 
Blasio told the New York 
Times in December that 
he had “serious concerns” 
with investing public re-
sources in the project, 
though he has yet to take 
an offi cial stand.

DECRIERS EMERGE
Naysayers charge that 

adding another stadium 
down the road from Yan-
kee Stadium will cause 
congestion in an area al-
ready packed with hous-
ing.

“One stadium has not 
improved our quality of 
life, and I don’t expect this 
one to help,” said Joyce 

Hoggi, a local who actively 
protested the relocation of 
the new Yankee Stadium, 
which opened in 2009. 

Locals are also wary 
of the still-unoffi cial fi -
nancial details of the deal, 
which call for taxpayer 
subsidies and entice-
ments.

Hoggi said she’d pre-
fer the city subsidize the 
development of local mer-
chants that she can visit 
year-round.

“I get tired of driving in 
my car to somewhere else 
to eat and shop,” she said.

KEEPING JOBS
Also likely to come up 

at the meeting is fi nding 
a way to preserve the hun-
dreds of jobs at GAL, the 
elevator parts company 
whose headquarters are 
included in the stadium 
blueprint.

“Our number one thing 
is that we don’t want to 
lose those jobs from the 
Bronx,” said Chauncy 
Young, a local resident 
who works at the High-
bridge Life Center.

POLITICIAN INFLUENCE
Elected offi cials whose 

infl uence could or break 
or break the plan are ex-
pected to turn out at the 
public meeting. Newly-
elected City Council 
Speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito will have a major 
say on changes to the city 
map called for in the plan. 
Changes to the federally 
funded Major eegan Ex-
pressway would need to 
be approved by local Con-
gressman Jose Serrano. 
And much of the fi nancial 
details would go through 
the city’s Comptroller of-
fi ce.

Cary Goodman, execu-
tive director of the 161th 
Street BID, said he was 
optimistic that a good 
deal could be worked out, 
as long as the community 
is a part of the discussion.

“The skepticism needs 
to be overcome,” Good-
man said. “People need 
to feel like they can talk 
about their problems, and 
also be open to the ben-
efi ts.”

Public hearing on soccer stadium
From Page 1
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
to make  
new friends.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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