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City landmarks GPO murals

Short on
$ for MP

Xmas lights

Continued on Page 4

Holiday Smiles For Santa

BILKED 
BY LOCAL
BUILDERS
Soundview homeowners fi le suit

Anjely DelaCruz netted a sweet wooden car at the Union Community 
Health Center’s holiday event on December 19th. Al’s Angels provided toys 
to local children. See more photos on page 9.

Photo by Alex Belisle

Continued on Page 15

Continued on Page 4

BY BEN KOCHMAN
Santa is once again not smil-

ing on Morris Park.
With the New Year approach-

ing, Morris Park’s Christmas 
elves have been forced to practi-
cally pull teeth to pay for the holi-
day lights draped along Morris 
Park Avenue.

The Morris Park Community 
Association is thousands of dol-
lars short of from its fundraising 
goal.

Deferred bill

The lighting company, New 
York Christmas, has deferred the 
$17,000 bill until after the holidays 
because MPCA has been a depend-
able customer for years.

MPCA patrols have been drop-
ping by to ask local businesses to 
chip in around $100 apiece.

More than a month after the 
lights went up on the strip be-
tween Adams Street and Wil-
liamsbridge Road, the MPCA is 
around $5,000 shy of paying for 
them, said Al D’Angelo, the asso-
ciation’s co-president.

“What kind of businessman 
doesn’t have a 100 dollars to 
spare?” an incredulous D’Angelo 
asked at a recent MPCA meet-
ing. “If you don’t have 100 dollars, 
you’d be out of business.”

Lack of a BID

Around 80 shops have chipped 
in, and as such received a thank-
you poster to place in their store 
window.

But many local Grinches are 
enjoying a free pass on the lights 
without paying, said Tony Signo-
rile, MPCA’s president.

Because Morris Park does not 
have a Business Improvement Dis-
trict (BID) like its neighbors on 
White Plains Road, where shops 
pay into a yearly fund that goes to-
ward the lights, its shops are not 
compelled to contribute.

“The answer they had for me,” 

BY BEN KOCHMAN
This “Badass” group spelled 

bad news for at least a dozen fi rst-
time Soundview homeowners.

The homeowners charge that 
a series of development compa-
nies known collectively as the 
“Bad Ass Group” roped them into 
purchasing faulty homes that 
were not up to city standards, be-
fore leaving them on the hook for 
thousands of dollars in fi nes and 
potential eviction.

Now they’ve fi led a class ac-
tion suit seeking $18 million in 

damages on charges including 
fraud, conspiracy, breach of con-
tract and negligence. 

The angry homeowners an-
nounced the lawsuit in front of 
Bronx Supreme Court on Friday, 
Dec. 20, at a press conference led 
by State Sen Jeff Klein. The leg-
islator is holding an open house 
Jan. 16 at the Hutchinson Metro 
Center to assist other potential 
fraud victims.

Exploiting loopholes

At least six different develop-
ers are being accused —Totaram 

BY BEN KOCHMAN
They may take away our Gen-

eral Post Office —but they will 
never take away our 13 murals 
hung inside its lobby.

The city’s Landmarks Pres-
ervation Commission (LPC) this 
month designated the famous 
1930s murals by Ben Shahn and 
Bernarda Bryson inside the 
Grand Concourse building as an 
interior landmark.

Though the post office is 
slated to close amid nationwide 
cuts by the United States Postal 

Service, any new occupant of 
the space will be required to 
preserve the paintings.

New Deal Offi ce

Constructed in 1937, the Gen-
eral Post Office is the borough’s 
oldest postal headquarters. The 
building’s exterior at E. 149th 
Street and Grand Concourse 
has been landmarked since the 
seventies and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic 
Places.

The office was built during a 
nine-year-period between 1934 

and 1943 when 1,100 post offices 
were constructed nationwide as 
part of the massive Works Prog-
ress Administration, which was 
part of legislation known as the 
New Deal.

Shahn and Bryson were cho-
sen out of a pool of 198 applicants 
to decorate the building’s lobby, 
according to the LPC. They 
completed the murals by 1939 
—and 75 years later visitors can 
still easily discern the designs, 
which depict scenes of American 

Many public offi cials supported land-
marking the murals (pictured in back-
ground), including Deputy Borough 
President Aurelia Greene.  
                     Photo by Alex Belisle
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GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-

kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 

part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 

purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 

agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

BY BEN KOCHMAN
While FreshDirect giv-

eth, South Bronx Congress-
man Jose Serrano wants to 
taketh away.

The fresh food home de-
livery service that wants 
to move its operation to the 
Bronx tried to earn good 
will, doling out a hundred 
free meals at a South Bronx 
food pantry Thursday, Dec. 
19.

But the day before, 
Serrano threw a monkey 
wrench into the grocer’s at-
tempt to net a multi-million 
dollar development loan 
from the city.

Serrano’s opposition led 
to the New York Empower-
ment Zone —a city agency 
charged with funding de-
velopment in distressed 
neighborhoods — delaying 
a vote on $3.5 million in 
FreshDirect funding that 
was scheduled for Wednes-
day, Dec. 18.

If approved, the online 

grocer would have received 
a $3 million development 
loan and $500,000 cash 
grant toward construction 
at its planned site on the 
Port Morris waterfront.

Serrano, who serves on 
the board with fi ve other 
local leaders, vowed to op-
pose the funding should the 
board come to a vote. Ap-
proval requires all of the 
board members’ support.

The agency ultimately 
tabled the vote until an un-
specifi ed later date —and 
the project’s naysayers were 
quick to celebrate.

“The local voice has spo-
ken, and it said that Fresh-
Direct is not welcome in the 
South Bronx,” said Chris-
tina Giorgio, an attorney 
with New York Lawyers for 
the Public Interest, which 
represents South Bronx 
Unite, a local advocacy 
group fi ghting against the 
delivery service’s arrival.

A FreshDirect spokes-

man said that the company 
was not giving up on receiv-
ing the $3.5 million funding 
and would be reaching out 
to Rep. Serrano and the rest 
of the Board in the coming 
weeks.

Just a day after the set-
back, on Dec. 19, FreshDi-
rect staff served up tur-
key, stuffi ng and veggies 

at Bronx soup kitchen Give 
Them to Eat on E. 156th 
Street.

It was the latest exam-
ple of the company trying 
to curry favor in the com-
munity. In the past year, 
FreshDirect has expanded 
delivery to every Bronx zip 
code, started accepting EBT 
food stamps and promised 

to convert its truck fl eet to 
low emission environmen-
tal standards. In Novem-
ber, the company partnered 
with Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. to do-
nate hundreds of turkeys to 
local folks.

But Serrano echoed 
South Bronx Unite’s con-
cerns that that Fresh Di-

rect’s arrival would hurt 
the lungs of an already 
asthma-plagued local popu-
lation.

The group is appeal-
ing a court ruling after its 
lawsuit was rejected this 
summer in Bronx Supreme 
Court. The suit alleges that 
the city’s Industrial Devel-
opment Agency relied on 
an outdated environmen-
tal study when it approved 
FreshDirect for $87 million 
in city subsidies to be used 
toward its relocation to the 
Bronx from Long Island 
City.

“Sure, they can hand 
out turkeys, but they won’t 
give us the decency to do an 
up-to-date environmental 
study in an area suffering 
from some of the highest 
asthma rates in the nation,” 
said South Bronx Unite’s 
Mychal Johnson, who has 
led the charge against Fresh 
Direct from the start.

Forces delay on $3.5 mil city loan and grant

Nice try, FreshDirect: The grocery fed 100 South Bronxites at a food pantry Dec. 19, but that did not 
stop Congressman Jose Serrano from delaying $3.5 in city funding for the company. 

Rep. Serrano hits FreshDirect
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Thousands of dollars needed 
for Morris Park Christmas lights

From page 1

Tony Signorile, left, president of the Morris Park Community Association, and fellow member Al 
D’Angelo ask just $100 from local businesses to pay for the nabe’s lights, but they are often getting 
chump changed.        Photo by David Cruz

Soundview residents fi le
suit against developers

From page 1

Luis Nieves (right) is among a group of fi rst-time Soundview homeowners who accuse development 
companies of scamming them into buying sub-standard houses.                                 Photo by Ben Kochman

Enterprises, Fama Interna-
tional Realty, JGA Realty 
Corp., Annie Kash Proper-
ties LLC and K-Town Inc.—
but all operated under the 
umbrella of —yes, seri-
ously—a company called 
Bad Ass, Inc.

The developers could 
not be reached for comment 
before press time.

Bad Ass exploited a loop-
hole in city law to cut cor-
ners as it built stock homes, 
acquiring temporary cer-
tifi cates of occupancy from 
the Department of Build-
ings, the lawsuit alleges. 

The DOB issued the 
temporary approvals after 
receiving a Letter of Com-
pletion from an architect 
or engineer, said the hom-
eowners’ attorney, Andre 
Ramon Soleil.

But the developers did 
not follow the architect’s 
plans, instead building 
shoddy homes on the cheap, 
the suit claims.

Fines stacking up

Developers promised 
the fi rst-time owners that 
they would receive a per-
manent DOB certifi cate 
within 90 days, but those 
permanent approvals 
never came.

Instead, the new hom-
eowners had to deal with 
leaky roofs, backed-up toi-
lets and busted boilers, 
among other complaints.

When the homeowners 
complained to the develop-
ers, they were referred to 
lawyers that were part of 
the scam, the class action 
suit alleges.

New homeowners were 
then responsible for the 
violations and fi nes that 
racked up. Some said that 
they are facing imminent 
eviction.

“After a year, I discov-
ered that I had 18 viola-
tions in a brand new house. 
I asked myself how is this 
possible?” said Johanny 
De La Cruz, who bought 

a three-family home on 
Thieriot Avenue in 2006. 

Luis Nieves, who bought 
a home on Stephens Avenue 
11 years ago, said that the 
front steps leading up to his 
house simply fell apart one 
day.

“They just came off of 
the concrete,” he said.

Going Public

Members of the lawsuit 
called on other potential 
victims to come forward. 
Klein’s offi ce believes that 
the accused developers 
built homes throughout 
the Bronx and into areas of 
Queens.

“We need to make sure 
people are safe when they 
do something as simple as 
live the American Dream 
of owning a home,” Klein 
said, adding, “This will not 
be tolerated.”

Those interested in 
learning more about the 
Jan. 16 open house can call 
the Senator’s offi ce at 718-
822-2049.

Signorile said of the tight 
pocket Grinch merchants, 
“was ‘When everybody 
starts to give the money, 
then I’ll pay the money.’”

The stores without 
thank-you posters in their 
windows are currently on 
the naughty list.

“I’ve told everybody I 
know to walk into those 
shops, and ask why they 
haven’t paid for the lights,” 
said D’Angelo, “and then 
just walk out.”

An annual issue

The neighborhood’s 
Christmas organizers have 
long had to deal with shops 
stiffi ng them.

“It’s almost an impos-
sibility to get that money,” 
said Sal Conte, president of 
the Morris Park Business 
Alliance, which collected 
for the lights from 2007-
2011. “You almost have to 
resort to threats to get $100 
out of some people.”

Some businesses have 
complained to the MPCA 

that the lights are not 
placed precisely in front of 
their storefronts. Others 
have shooed the MPCA pa-
trols out of their shops “like 
beggars,” patrol members 
reported.

But D’Angelo is fed up 
with the griping.

“It’s not about you, It’s 
about the community,” 
D’Angelo said. “Who are 
you punishing? You’re pun-
ishing the people who live 
here and like to see lights 
on the avenue.” 
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
If the driver had at least 

stopped after nearly destroy-
ing her foot, that would have 
been okay.

But the person at the 
wheel of the car that rammed 
into 20-year-old Amanda 
Baez of Throgs Neck on Nov. 
18 did not stop. Instead, they 
zoomed off down Throgs 
Neck Blvd., toward Lawton 
Avenue and into the night.

Police are now search-
ing for the hit-and-run cul-
prit, and with no leads, they 
are calling on the public for 
help.

Clipped then zipped

Baez was crossing the 
wide street on the way home 
from work, around 5:30 p.m. 
that Monday, when a black 
car roared down the boule-
vard from E. 177th Street and 
clipped her right foot, police 
said.

As the 20-year-old col-
lapsed in a heap at the double 
yellow lines in the street’s 
center, the driver sped off. 

“I tried to take another 
step but just couldn’t,” Baez 

said.
Forever with a limp

After alert neighbors 
came to her aid, Baez was 
transported to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center, where she under-
went two surgeries.

The collision shattered 
every bone in her foot. Doc-
tors had to insert two plates, 
four screws and two pins just 
to keep it together.

Baez will likely be able 
to walk in a few months, but 
doctors have informed her 
that for the rest of the life 
she’ll have a limp.

“She’ll never be able to 
wear heels again,” said her 
mother, Carmen Rodriguez.

Police were hopeful that 
camera footage from a house 
at the corner of E. 177th and 
Throggs Neck Blvd. could 
help them identity the driver. 
But a large, leafy tree ob-
scured the footage.

All cops could make out 
were the brake lights, a po-
lice source said. Police don’t 
know the license plate num-
ber or even the car’s make 
and model.

Finding the culprit

Rodriguez, the victim’s 
mother, is convinced the 
culprit must be someone lo-
cal. The driver was traveling 
toward a residential neigh-
borhood and away from the 
Cross Bronx Expressway.

“If you’re making that 
turn you’re either from this 
area, or you’re visiting some-
body,” Rodriguez said.

Baez has spent the last 
month mostly bed-ridden 
and unable to travel to and 
from her job as a customer 
service representative at Je-
anstar on Southern Blvd. 

She’s lived in Throgs 
Neck for seven years, and 
went to nearby Lehman 
High School.

“We’re just hoping that 
there’s someone out there 
who knows something about 
this,” she said.

Police urge anyone with 
information about the colli-
sion to call Detective Sharon 
Harvey at the 45th Precinct 
detective squad at 718 822-
5411.

Amanda Baez, 20, injured during a November 18th hit and run.

Her life shattered by hit-run

HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian
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NO ONE WAKES UP IN THE MORNING 
EXPECTING TO BE THE VICTIM OF A 

But if the unthinkable happens, Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx is here to help 
innocent victims of crime and abuse and help their families rebuild their lives and move forward.

 
Our services include, but are not limited to:

Assistance filing state compensation claims, case follow-up, domestic violence advocacy, 
homicide support group, financial assistance with funeral costs, emergency lock

replacement and crisis counseling.

If you are the victim of a crime, contact us at Crime Victims Support Services of
the North Bronx, so you don’t have to go through it alone.

We can help you navigate the criminal justice system to get the help you need.

All of our services are free and confidential.
Call for Information:  (718) 823-4925

HELPING
CRIME

VICTIMS

C V S S 
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OLYMPIC FIGURE SKATER VISITS KIPS BAY

 ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY XMAS SHOW

BP DIAZ MEETS WITH ISRAELI CONSUL GENERAL

(Above) Olympic fi gure skater and Dancing with the Stars champ Kristi Yamaguchi ice-skated with 
children from Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club on Randall Avenue in Soundview on Thursday, Dec. 12. Yama-
guchi also had a question and answer session with the children, and the young people performed an 
inspiring song called “Dream” they created and recorded with Gladys Knight. Walmart donated jackets 
and hats for the young skaters. 

(Right) Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. and Ido Aharoni, 
the Consul General of Israel 
in New York, met in the Bronx 
On Wednesday, December 18 to 
discuss ways their two offi ces 
could work together in the fu-
ture on a variety of issues. 
Borough President Diaz and 
Consul General Aharoni also 
exchanged gifts representing 
the Bronx and Israel.  
Photo courtesy of Borough President Diaz 
Jr. 

BRONX RED HAT ROSES TOY DRIVE
(Left) The Bronx Red Hat Roses 
held their annual toy drive and 
Christmas party at Rino’s in 
Throggs Neck on Tuesday, Dec. 
17. Firefi ghters from Engine 
Company 89 stopped by to pick 
up the toys the Red Hats col-
lected under the direction of 
Red Hat chapter Queen Anne 
Marie Correale. 

Photo by Walter Pofedlt 

St. Raymond Elementary School held their annual Christmas Show with “The Most Wonderful Time of 
the Year” as its theme in a two-day extravaganza on Tuesday, December 17 and Wednesday, December 
18. The pre-K and Grades One, Three, and Five performed the fi rst night, and the Kindergarten, and 
Grades Two and Four performed the second. The school’s Bell Choir, Cheerleaders, and Marching Band 
also performed in the school auditorium both evenings.                Photos by Walter Pofeldt

(Above) Children perform holiday concert.
(Below) Students bring out the joys of the holidays.

BTR WOMEN’S COMMITTEE HOLIDAY FUN
On Wednesday, December 18, the Bronx Times Reporter 25 Bronx Infl uential Women Committee met at 
the Wicked Wolf to ring in the holidays.

(Above, l-r) Anna Vincenty of Congressman Jose E. Serrano offi ce; Geri Sciortino, owner of Bronx 
Design Group; (standing) Lisa Sorin, president of the Westchester Square BID; Rosemary DeLuca of the 
Bronx Zoo; Laura Guerriero, publisher of the Bronx Times Reporter; and Elizabeth Figueroa of the New 
York Botanical Garden.
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PEACE MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

AL’S ANGELS REACHES OUT TO COMMUNITY

AMVETS LADIES AUXILIARY POST 38 SPREAD JOY

THROGGS NECK MERCHANTS GIVEAWAY

(Above) Members of the AmVets Ladies Auxiliary for Post #38 treated personnel and visitors at 
the James J. Peters Veterans Administration personnel and visitors to egg nog and cookies at the an-
nual Christmas Tree Lighting on Tuesday, Dec. 10. Seen here during the lighting are (l-r) Marie Montalto, 
Grace Bruno, Rosemarie Valenti, Rosemarie Mortensen and Fannie Sclafani.  Photo courtesy of AmVets

Young carolers got into the holiday mood Dec. 18 at a Christmas Tree Lighting at Peace Memorial Plaza. 
Students at P.S 83 provided the tunes, while local elected offi cials State Sen. Jeff Klein, Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj were on hand to give support.            Photos by Walter Pofeldt

(Above) Principal Brandon Muccino, Assemblyman Gjonaj, State Sen. Klein and P.S 83 choir direc-
tor Lisa Solano take a moment for our cameras.

(Below) Lisa Solano directs the P.S. 83 Chorale group.

The Throggs Neck Merchants Association gave back this holiday season by doling out 120 toys at the 
Throggs Nech Houses Dec. 18                   . Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(Above, back row) Board games, dolls, toy ponies: you name it, the Throggs Neck Merchants 
tracked it down for this giveaway. (L-r): Darren Gopie . John Cerini , Edward Angelino , David Gil , Gerri 
Colon and Lilyanna Pekic.       

Al’s Angels gave out toys to patients at Union Community Health Center Dec. 19. Al DiGuido, founder 
from the Connecticut-based non-profi t, was on hand dressed as Santa Claus.            Photo by Alex Belisle

(Above) Charlene Casillas beams after receiving her gifts, and meeting Santa Claus himself! Who 
wouldn’t crack a smile? That’s one top-notch morning.

ROCKING THE BOAT’S ANNUAL LAUNCH

Students from Hunts Point-based non-profi t Rocking the Boat, which teaches boat-building skills to 
help kids develop into empowered and responsible adults, launched three new boats in an End-of-
the-Semester celebration on Friday, Dec. 13. The launch of the boats, built by hand using traditional 
techniques, took place at Edgewater Avenue and Hunts Point Riverside Park. Students bring one of the 
boats they built down to the shore for the launch onto the Bronx River.                 Photo by Austin Crimmins 
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER 
This hope chest was a 

holiday dream chest for 
these struggling families.

The Bronx YMCA in 
Castle Hill held their an-
nual “Hope for the Holiday” 
event provided by The Chil-
dren’s Hope Chest on Satur-
day, Dec. 14.

The Children’s Hope 
Chest not only helps fami-
lies choose Christmas  gifts 
for their children, but also 
provides clothes and a coat.

 All parents who were 
chosen to come to the an-
nual event received a toy, 
stocking stuffer and books 
as well as a selection of  
clothes and a warm coat 
to bring home for the holi-
days.

The children receiving 
the holiday joy are chosen 
from the Y’s after-school 
programs.

“The parents tell their 
children to feel that the 
gifts come from them, so 
we ask that the children 

don’t come in,” said Ann-
Margaret Gutierrez, the lo-
cal Y’s director of youth and 
families. “They choose the 
gift, it’s wrapped for them, 
and they get to take it back 
home and say, ‘Hey, this is 
from me.’” 

 Ninth year

This year was the ninth 
one for the Y “that we were 

able to bring together some 
very kind and generous 
people with some families 
who need some help this 
holiday season,” said Shar-
lene Brown, the Y’s execu-
tive director.  

The Children’s Hope 
Chest is a local grass-roots 
organization created nine 
years ago to help children 

in need, said Brown.
The group is comprised 

of “concerned individuals 
who wish to promote vol-
unteerism and goodwill in 
an effort to help lift despair 
among local children in 
need,” she said. “By creat-
ing programs and encour-
aging the participation of 
children, The Children’s 
Hope Chest strives to offer 
hope to these children.

Gutierrez explained that 
each volunteer from the 
Hope Chest chooses 20 kids, 
and they go and they go and 
buy toys, clothes and coats 
for each of the kids, out of 
their own money, their own 
pocket.

“The day of the event, 
they also volunteer their 
time to come in and wrap 
the gifts.”

On behalf of the Bronx 
Y, Brown thanked the 
organization”for all you do 
for our families.” 

As for Gutierrez, “I cry 
every year, because to be 

able to provide gifts on 
Christmas to families who 
at one point didn’t think 
they were going to be able 
to offer something to their 
kids, is so emotional for 
me.” 

For more information 
about the Bronx YMCA 
youth programs, visit www.
ymcanyc.org/bronx or con-
tact Ann-Margaret Gutierrez 
at 718-792-9736 or amgutier-
rez@ymcanyc.org. 

Volunteers works with the Bronx YMCA to bring toys to kids

Hope Chest volunteers provide assistance to young shoppers.

Children’s Hope Chest volunteers stand ready to distribute holiday 
toys to needy kids. 

This Hope Chest a winner

IS YOUR BUSINESS 
EASILY FOUND ON THE INTERNET?

Your customers and 
your competitors are online

 Also offers a full suite of digital marketing 

  Search Engine Optimization   Website Development
  Social Media Marketing  Google AdWords Campaigns
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The joy-fi lled spirit of 

the Holiday season visited 
St. Joseph School for the 
Deaf this year...and so did 
Santa. 

For the fi rst time, the 
Smiles Foundation’s an-
nual Christmas toy drive, 
founded four years ago by 
local Throggs Neck mer-
chant Bobby Jean of Antho-
ny’s Flower Farm visited 
St. Joseph School for the 
Deaf in Throggs Neck. Ev-

ery child in the school was 
given a toy and had their 
picture taken with Santa 
Claus on Friday, Dec. 20. 

Jean estimates that this 
year they will distribute 
3,000 toys to children not 
only at St. Joseph, but also 
at the New York Institute 
for Special Education on 
Pelham Parkway, and P.S. 
811, a Soundview school 
that serves autistic chil-
dren. Toys were also dis-
tributed at Montefi ore and 

Jacobi medical centers. 
The Smiles Foundation 

was founded four years ago, 
after a Halloween event 
with special needs kids 
from Co-op City at Antho-
ny’s Flower Farm  at 3240 E. 
Tremont Ave. Jean said he 
saw the smiles on the faces 
of kids who came to paint 
pumpkins, turned to his 
girlfriend, and said that he 
thought he had to do more 
to help at Christmas time.

“I saw the looks on their 

faces from doing a simple 
thing like painting a pump-
kin...and I said I wanted to 
put those smiles on kids 
faces for Christmas,” he 
said. 

The fi rst year, 2,000 toys 
were delivered, the second, 
2,500 toys, and this year 
Jean estimates that they 
will give away about 3,000 
toys.

It is a community ef-
fort, with many groups and 
people helping the busy 
merchant with raising the 
money for toys and deliver-
ing them. He was person-
ally on hand during the toy 
delivery to about 800 chil-
dren at P.S. 811 on Tuesday, 
Dec. 10. 

Joining together as vol-
unteers at the St. Joseph 
School celebration were 
Santa and an elf from the 
Allerton Avenue Hom-
eowners and Tenants As-
sociation, photographer 
Alexander Nilaj, on-site 
coordinator Lilyana Pekic 
from Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj’s offi ce, help from 
the Foundation as well as 

from the Sons of Italy Ugua-
glianza Lodge #83 and the 
Rotary Club of The Bronx, 
and from locally-based 
community organizations 
Mommy’s Mingle and the 
Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association. 

Pekic, who coordinated 
the St. Joseph’s distribution 
on behalf of Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj, said she was 
able to help raise money for 
the drive through her mem-
bership in the Lodge and 
Rotary. 

“We are trying to reach 
out to all the children who 

have special needs and 
make sure that they are all 
recognized,” she said. 

St. Joseph’s executive 
director Debra Arles said 
that the gift of toys for ev-
ery child was an “amazing 
gesture.” 

“These children come 
from the neediest homes in 
the borough and the city,” 
she said. “These are New 
York City’s most vulner-
able, and often, economi-
cally neediest young peo-
ple. So this means a lot, and 
their families are always so 
grateful.”

Children at St. Joseph’s with Santa Claus during the Christmas par-
ty. Each student in the school received a toy.    Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Santa visits St. Joseph School
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
South Bronx, meet Ran-

dall’s Island.
After a seven year battle 

to link the borough to the 
recreational island off its 
southern tip, the city has 
fi nally cleared an eagerly 
awaited pathway.

City offi cials broke 
ground Dec. 18 on a quarter-
mile pedestrian and bike 
lane that will link the bor-
ough to the island by early 
2015.

The idea had been de-
layed as the city negotiated 
for construction rights with 
nearby property owners.

The city fi nally inked a 
deal for those rights in Sep-
tember. Now they’ve brought 
contractors on board and 
started building the project, 
which will allow Bronxites 
to easily bike, walk or jog 
over to access the 330 acres 
of fi elds at Randall’s Island 
Park.

A Spruced-up Route

The path will begin at 
132nd Street and run south-
ward under the existing 
Amtrak line. Architects will 
install lighting, fencing and 
landscaping alongside the 
lanes.

Travelers will then travel 
over a narrow strait called 
the Bronx Kill on an existing 
Con Edison utility bridge 
that the designers, Mathews 
Nielsen Landscape Archi-
tects (MNLA) and HDR, Inc, 
will outfi t with added deck-
ing and railings, as well as 
stormwater-collecting ba-
sins.

Locals were relieved 
when the city announced in 
September that it was ask-
ing for construction bids at 
the site. Bronxites who want 
to bike or walk to Randalls 
Island today are re-routed 
alongside the Triborough/
RFK Bridge —a path they de-
scribed as steep and smelly.

“It’s dark, the lights are 
out, there’s debris, there’s 
garbage, feces,” Henry Bub-
bins of South Bronx organi-
zation Friends of Brook Park 
told the Bronx Times back 

then. “ It’s very uninviting 
for a family pushing a shop-
ping cart to go have a picnic 
up and down those hills.”

‘Easement’ Issues

The idea for the lane was 

proposed in 2006, but the plan 
was delayed as the city nego-
tiated for “easements” —the 
legal right to build on some-
one else’s property—with 
the adjacent area’s property 

owners, which included Har-
lem River Yard Ventures and 
The New York Post.  (The 
Bronx Times-Reporter is 
owned by News Corporation, 
which owns the Post).

Funding for the project 
came from both the federal 
and state budgets. The city 
has not disclosed the details 
of the agreement.

“This project has been 
a challenge, but when that 
fi rst Bronx child crosses to 
play at Randall’s island, it 
will all be worth it,” said 
Congressman Jose Serrano, 
one of many elected offi cials 
who pushed for the project’s 
funding. 

The lane is part of a 
larger city initiative called 
the South Bronx Green-
way, announced by Mayor 
Bloomberg in 2006, which 
calls for nearly 1.5 miles of 
waterfront land and 12 new 
waterfront acres in Hunts 
Point and Port Morris.

City begins building pathway to recreational island

The city is set to tear down this gate and get to building a bike path between the South Bronx and 
Randall’s Island.                                         Photo by David Cruz 

Randall’s Island, here we come

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
DON’T smoke ‘em if 

you got ‘em.
At least not anywhere 

near this hospital.
St. Barnabas Hospital 

has been recognized by 
the New York City Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene for its tobacco-
free initiative, receiving a 
Bronze Star.

“We commend St. 
Barnabas’s effort to help 
New Yorkers quit smok-
ing by creating a tobacco-
free campus for staff, pa-
tients and visitors, which 
includes providing em-
ployees with the best pos-
sible tobacco-cessation 
services,” said NYC Health 
Commissioner Dr. Thomas 
Farley.  “St. Barnabas Hos-
pital is leading the way in 
creating healthier envi-
ronments and services for 
their employees and set-
ting an example for other 
New York City area hospi-
tals.”

 To achieve Bronze Star 
status, a hospital must 
agree to adopt a corporate 
“culture of wellness;” com-
municate its tobacco-free 
campus policy to employ-
ees, visitors and patients; 
and identify employees 
who use tobacco and pro-
vide cessation services to 
them. 

 “We’re extremely 
proud of this recognition 
from the Department of 
Health,” said Arlene Al-
lende, senior vice-presi-
dent of community affairs 
and intergovernmental 
relations at the central 
Bronx hospital.  “It speaks 
to the success of the efforts 
we’ve made over the years 
in achieving a tobacco-
free campus.”

 This is the second 
smoking cessation honor 
for the hospital under the 
leadership of its president, 
Dr. Scott Cooper, an active 
pulmonologist. In May 
2009, the then City Council 

Health Committee Chair-
person Joel Rivera pre-
sented SBH with an award 
on the first anniversary of 
having a smoke-free hospi-
tal campus.

According to the De-
partment of Health, while 
the adult smoking rate 
among New Yorkers is be-
low the national average 
of 14.8 percent, there are 
still nearly one million 
city residents who smoke. 

 The department’s to-
bacco-free hospitals cam-
paign assists hospitals 
across New York City to 
create tobacco-free cam-
puses and comprehensive 
cessation programs for 
their employees and pa-
tients.  The project – which 
consists of a collabora-
tion between the depart-
ment and NC Prevention 
Partners – is supported 
through funding from the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

Smoke-free St. Barnabas 
Hospital recognized by DOH

On Thursday, December 5, the Westchester Square BID held a holiday tree lighting. Included at 
the event were (l-r)  Ben Randazzo, chief-of-staff for Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; Com-
munity Board 10 District Manager Kenneth Kearns; Senator Jeff Klein; Thomas Messina, repre-
senting Congressman Joe Crowley; John Morano of Community Board 10 with is son; Lisa Sorin, 
Executive Director of the Westchester Square BID.

LIGHTING UP THE SQUARE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
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Santa and his Elves visited the Westchester Square BID Santa Wonderland on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7th.

SANTA AND HIS ELVES VISIT THE SQUARE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It may be the end of 

road for Loehmann’s wom-
en’s clothing department 
stores.

The Bronx-based chain, 
whose footprint in the boro 
has gotten smaller over the 
course of several years, has 
fi led for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection and reor-
ganization once again. 

The chain had $100 to 
$500 million in debts, and 
about $50 to $100 million in 
assets in the bankruptcy pe-
tition fi led in United States 
Bankruptcy Court on Sun-
day, Dec. 15. It is the third 
such fi ling by the company, 
according to published re-
ports.  

The only Loehmann’s 
retail location in the bor-
ough is in Kingsbridge, at 
5740 Broadway, while their 
headquarters is at 2500 
Halsey St. near Westchester 
Square, in a now nearly 
empty building that was 
used as a large distribu-
tion center for Loehmann’s. 
Sources said the company 
now only uses a small por-
tion of the building.

“The distribution and 
the corporate center are 
still there, and that will not 
change in the foreseeable 
future,” company spokes-
woman Melissa Kranz said 
of the Halsey Street loca-
tion. The building also of-
fers offi ce space for Affi nity 
Health Plans and the Bronx 
chapter of the United Fed-
eration of Teachers. 

Kranz said that the re-
tail stores will remain 
open.

“Certainly when it 
comes to stores, we don’t 
want people to think the 
stores are closed,” she said. 
“We want people to under-
stand that the stores are 
still open and will remain 
open.”  

A reorganization plan 
will be determined by the 
judge in the case, she said. 
The next court date is in 
January. 

Assemblyman Jeff Di-
nowitz, who represents the 
Broadway commercial cor-
ridor home to Loehmann’s 
only Bronx retail location, 
in a building that used to 
be a skating rink, indicated 

that the fate of the store is 
not yet clear. 

“I have read about Loe-
hmann’s Chapter 11 fi ling,” 
he said. “That doesn’t nec-
essarily mean that they are 
going to close, and I hope 
that they don’t.” 

But if they do, Dinow-
itz said that the project is 
located next to a new mall 
with a BJs and other stores 
on the former site of the 
Stella D’oro bakery. 

“I would say that there 
would be a very strong 
demand by developers to 
build more shopping there, 
especially in light of all 
the development that has 
taken place there in recent 
years,” he said. “It is prime 
territory.” 

He called Loehmann’s a 
Bronx institution and said 
that he would like to see 
them stay. But that if the 
worst happens, he said any 
jobs lost will hopefully be 
offset by increased employ-
ment in new retail stores on 
Broadway, like neighbor-
ing BJs, which is expected 
to open in March. 

Loehmann’s at the end? 

The College of New Ro-
chelle’s Wellness Center 
has received the 2013 Silver 
Award from the Society of 
American Registered Ar-
chitects.

The latest award adds to 
the long list of awards be-
stowed upon The Wellness 
Center designed by ikon.5, 
a Princeton, New Jersey 
based architectural fi rm.

The two-story, 
54,000-square-foot structure 
includes a 1,500-seat gym-
nasium, competition-size 
pool, suspended running 
track, fi tness and aerobics 
center, and classrooms.

The use of recyclable and 
natural materials, such as a 
grass roof, day lighting, and 
ground-source heat pumps 
among other features, 
earned the building LEED-
Silver certifi cation for envi-
ronmental effi ciency.

According to the Soci-
ety, The Wellness Center, 
completed in 2008, “merges 

the relationship between 
building and landscape, 
and in doing so reduces en-
ergy consumption and dem-
onstrates good stewardship 
of the earth.”

 The jury noted the “rich 
use of materials and sculpt-
ing light,” and that the Cen-
ter’s design and execution 
effectively “rejuvenates the 
body and mind.”

Ikon.5 Principal Joseph 
G. Tattoni noted, “This 
award not only recognizes 
the architect, but more im-
portantly, the clients who 
support and encourage ex-
cellence.”

Like depictions of the 
Garden of Eden, ikon.5 ar-
chitects designed The Well-
ness Center to be a sheltered 
meditative precinct re-
moved from the urban dis-
tractions of metropolitan 
New York that surround it.

Local granite, concrete, 
colored glass panels, and 
land, comprise a large per-

centage of the building’s 
construction materials.

College President Judith 
Huntington described the 
Center as a place “to pro-
mote wellness of the body, 
mind, and spirit.”

She stressed the tremen-
dous impact the Center’s 
technologically advanced 
class and offi ce space has 

had on teaching and learn-
ing at the college.

As a new home for the 
college’s Blue Angels ath-
letic teams (NCAA Division 
III volleyball, basketball, 
swimming, cross country, 
tennis and softball), Hun-
tington elaborated that the 
Center has “directly con-
tributed to our ability to 

draw high quality athletes 
to the College.”

As planned, The Well-
ness Center additionally 
serves as a versatile com-
munity resource. “The Cen-
ter has recently hosted New 
York State’s Section 1 Girls’ 
Basketball tournament, 
welcomed Westchester and 
Putnam county Special 

Olympics competitions, 
hosted the National His-
panic College Fair, and is 
used by local schools and 
sports organizations to 
supplement their facilities,” 
noted Huntington.

The Society’s award 
is the latest in a string of 
honors The Wellness Cen-
ter has received. In 2010, it 
was one of 47 honorees out 
of 1,000 entries to receive 
the American Architecture 
Award from the Chicago 
Athenaeum: Museum of 
Architecture. It has been 
honored by the New York, 
Westchester/Mid-Hudson, 
and New Jersey chapters of 
the American Institute of 
Architects.

The Celebration of Ar-
chitecture and Design 
Award Program was held 
at the One UN Plaza Hotel, 
during the Society’s 57th 
National Conference on Oc-
tober 11.

Silver Award for College of New Rochelle’s gym

College of New Rochelle’s Wellness Center, which received the 2013 Silver Award.>>

This Wellness Center a winner
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City landmarks GPO murals
From page 1

working life. 
Work made art

“These striking, larger-
than-life murals are not 
only well preserved, they 
remain in the same loca-
tion where they were orig-
inally installed 75 years 
ago this month, thanks to 
the fine stewardship of the 
U.S. Postal Service,” said 
LPC Commission Chair-
man Robert B. Tierney in 
a statement. “The lobby, 
which was completed dur-
ing the depths of the Great 
Depression, remains a 
monument to the ideals 
of the New Deal-era pub-
lic works programs to this 
day.”

The artists tackled their 
chosen theme, “Resources 
of America,” by portray-
ing miners, steelworkers, 
hydroelectrical engineers, 
wheat and cotton harvest-
ers, all at work.

In one painting, on 
the central panel on the 
north wall, are written the 
words of American poet 
Walt Whitman, heralding 
the onset of democracy 
while enthralled workers 
watch on:

For we support all
Fuse All
After the rest is done
and gone we remain
There is no final
reliance but upon us
Democracy rests fi-

nally
upon us
(I my brethren begin it)
and our visions sweep
through eternity. 
After the Post Office 

announced in late 2012 
that it was closing down, 
preservationists were con-
cerned that the historic 
murals would be razed 
by whoever took over the 
building.

The LPC’s decision to 
landmark the murals ends 
a campaign to keep them 
alive. 

The murals are the 
117th so-called “interior” 
landmark in New York 
City’s five boroughs.

WINNERS AND SINNERS
Without fear or favor, we submit our 

annual year end list of Bronx Winners 
and Losers, with some candidates wor-
thy of  both lists.

WINNERS
• RUBEN DIAZ JR. For the bor-

ough president’s steady efforts  to see, 
at long last, new life for the Kingsbridge 
Armory as a giant ice rink palace.

 Now let’s see if his legacy lasts or 
the ice melts for lack of business, or 
the nabe becomes one big gentrified 
traffi c jam. 

•JEFF KLEIN For still sit ting 
pretty as co-leader of the Senate with 
the GOP after tilting majority control 
with his Independent Democratic Con-
ference, and scaring off any regular 
Democratic Conference threats to un-
seat him (although term-limited City 
Councilman Ollie Koppell could be a 
Bronx Man of La Mancha trying to chal-
lenge Jeff.) 

• CARL HEASTIE For the Dem 
Party boss shepherding a winning slate 
of candidates in the most recent and 
crowded City Council and judicial races, 
plus fi lling disgraced ex-west Bronx As-
semblyman Nelson Castro’s seat 
with party-backed Victor Pichardo in 

what a lotta folks are calling a down-
and-dirty close one.

•JEFF LYNCH  Counci lman 
Jimmy Vacca’s  chief of staf f 
who ran Bill de Blasio’s Bronx 
campaign, positively creaming Bill 
Thompson. We predict the satori-
ally-challenged Jeff may shortly need 
to buy a couple of suits for an expected 
job at City Hall.

•A S S E M B LY M A N  L U I S 
SEPULVEDA, SENATOR RUTH 
HASSELL-THOMPSON AND 
COUNCILMAN ANDY KING To 
de Blasio’s early supporters will go the 
spoils.

•RICHIE TORRES The in-com-
ing councilman was the only Bronx 
delegation member to support sup-
posed  Speaker-elect Melissa 
Mark-Viverito.

•JEFF DINOWITZ The River-
dale assemblyman worked his tuchis 
off to get Andy Cohen elected to the 
City Council, as well crushing the last 
remaining vestiges of the Tony Cassino 
political faction.

LOSERS
CARL HEASTIE He may still 

hold political power in the Bronx, but 
unless Party Boss Heastie and Queens 

counterpart Joe Crowley can pry 
six votes away from the opposition, for-
get Carl having any citywide juice for a 
long, long time after that fi asco over the 
City Council Speaker’s race.

For those who’ve been away on an-
other planet, South Bronx/East Harlem 
Councilwoman Melissa Mark-Viv-
erito appears to have clinched a 31-
vote margin in the 51-member Council 
to become the next Speaker when that 
august body votes Jan. 8.

This despite Heastie, Crowley and 
Brooklyn Party Boss Frank (Judas) 
Seddio taking a blood oath to stand 
together behind moderate Manhattan 
Councilman Dan Garodnick.

But Seddio stabbed them in the 
back, pledging fealty - and his delega-
tion - to Melissa after some “conver-
sation” with incoming Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. Instead of 30 pieces of sil-
ver, Seddio can now expect some very 
plum committee chairmanships as well 
as mucho jobs for his political club-
houses.

While Crowley has been trash talkin’ 
about it not being over ‘til it’s over, most 
observers say the next city government 
will likely be a marriage of progressives 
Bill d. B. and Melissa MV, along with 

the progressive faction of the coun-
cil. County leaders, insiders say, will be 
just about powerless, especially in the 
all-important ability to deliver jobs to 
party loyalists.

One Bronx elected, who obviously 
prefers anonymity made the dire pre-
diction that “This pretty much marks 
the beginning of the end of county poli-
tics in the city of New York.”

• RUBEN DIAZ JR. For the BP 
and Carl joining themselves at the hip 
with mayoralty loser Bill Thomp-
son.

While they may have made contracts 
with Thompson, they had to do a fast 
180-degree after the primary to make 
nice with de Blasio, who doesn’t owe 
them a damn thing.

 We’re waiting to see how the new 
mayor treats the FreshDirect move and 
soccer stadium proposals, since he’s 
publicly said he’s opposed to mega-
subsidies for such projects.

• ADOLFO CARRION JR. 
How could we NOT l is t  the for-
mer Bronx borough president, who 
dropped his Democratic Party reg-
istration to run on the Independence 
Party line in the mayoral primary, 
getting romped, stomped, trampled, 

squashed, squished and creamed. 
BP Ruben Diaz’s Republican oppo-
nent actually pulled more local votes 
than AC got citywide. Sadly, Adolfo 
had a couple of good ideas, like keep-
ing schools open after-hours, but we 
don’t expect he’ll ever again be push-
ing them as an elected. 

• FERNANDO CABRERA For 
getting into hot water after the ice rink 
developers at the Kingsbridge Armory 
charged the local City Councilman tried 
to shake them down for a million dol-
lars a year for 99 years to a basically 
defunct religious nonprofi t he was con-
nected to.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 20 - Nivardo Lopez, 
Bronx director for the May-
or’s Community Affairs Unit.
Dec. 20 - Joshua Rivera, Hos-
tos Community College direc-
tor of government relations.
Dec. 26 - Tommy Messina, 
community rep for Congress-
man Joe Crowley.

And to all our loyal (and not 
so loyal) fans, we wish a Happy 
New Year, filled with good old 
political gossip!

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Stay informed & stay in style. Read the Bronx Times Reporter newspapers

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for exciting  
new experiences.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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