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Dental Assistant
Orthodontist Office

Work experience and references required, 
tification a plus. Must be highly energized, 
m player with positive attitude and excellent 
ustomer service and communication skills.

Salary based on experience. Health,  
401k benefits available.

Call Maria 917-826-5200 or send resume: 
Narragansett1228@yahoo.com

me Health Aides (Bilingual a plus)
/PCA Coordinators Bi-Lingual
h/English, Chinese/English & Creole/English)
HHA Core Aides Needed
Per Diem: Occupational Therapist

Per Diem: Physical Therapist
al Social Workers (Immediately in All Boros)
eceptionist Position Available...Bilingual

IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT
pt. 718-499-6066 or Fax Resume 718-499-6065

Equal Opportunity Employer

Dependable
Home Care

RRN's, LPN's,
Dialysis Nurses/ Techs &
Psych Techs (With Exp)
For Lincoln, Metropolitan & Kings 

County Hospitals, Woodhull 
Medical Center & multiple full 
service clinics in Manhattan.

Miracles Can Happen
718-693-2600

DICAL
P WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ MEDICAL
HELP WANTED

➤ SALES
HELP WANTED

SALES OPPORTUNITIES
BEAUTY Dist. for PAUL 

MITCHELL, seeks exp'd, 
aggressive, self-motivated
sales rep to service salons 

in Bronx. Est. territory.
Sal/Comm. PT, 3 days
914-921-1555 x 106

To Place Your Ad
Call 718-615-2520

718-615-2520
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718-615-2520
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Holiday Smiles For Santa
Anjely DelaCruz netted a sweet wooden car at the Union Community 
Health Center’s holiday event on December 19th. Al’s Angels provided toys 
to local children. See more photos on page 48.

Short on
$ for MP

Xmas lights
BY BEN KOCHMAN

Santa is once again not smil-
ing on Morris Park.

With the New Year approach-
ing, Morris Park’s Christmas 
elves have been forced to practi-
cally pull teeth to pay for the holi-
day lights draped along Morris 
Park Avenue.

The Morris Park Community 
Association is thousands of dol-
lars short of from its fundraising 
goal.

BILKED 
BY LOCAL
BUILDERS
Soundview homeowners fi le suit

BY BEN KOCHMAN
This “Badass” group spelled 

bad news for at least a dozen fi rst-
time Soundview homeowners.

The homeowners charge that 
a series of development compa-
nies known collectively as the 
“Bad Ass Group” roped them into 
purchasing faulty homes that 
were not up to city standards, be-
fore leaving them on the hook for 
thousands of dollars in fi nes and 
potential eviction.

Now they’ve fi led a class ac-
tion suit seeking $18 million in 
damages on charges including 
fraud, conspiracy, breach of con-
tract and negligence. 

The angry homeowners an-
nounced the lawsuit in front of 
Bronx Supreme Court on Friday, 
Dec. 20, at a press conference led 
by State Sen Jeff Klein. The leg-
islator is holding an open house 
Jan. 16 at the Hutchinson Metro 
Center to assist other potential 

fraud victims.
Exploiting loopholes

At least six different develop-
ers are being accused —Totaram 
Enterprises, Fama International 
Realty, JGA Realty Corp., Annie 
Kash Properties LLC and K-Town 
Inc.—but all operated under the 
umbrella of —yes, seriously—a 
company called Bad Ass, Inc.

The developers could not be 
reached for comment before press 
time.

Bad Ass exploited a loophole in 
city law to cut corners as it built 
stock homes, acquiring tempo-
rary certifi cates of occupancy 
from the Department of Build-
ings, the lawsuit alleges. 

The DOB issued the tempo-
rary approvals after receiving a 
Letter of Completion from an ar-
chitect or engineer, said the hom-
eowners’ attorney, Andre Ramon 

Continued on Page 63
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LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...LET US CATER YOUR NEXT...

ROASTEDROASTED
TURKEYSTURKEYS

12-16 Lbs.
18-22 Lbs.
24-28 Lbs.
30-36 Lbs.

SIDESSIDES
Stuffi ng w/Sausage
Roasted Potatoes
Sweet Potatoes w/Marshmallows
String Bean Almadine
Fresh Cranberry Sauce
Turkey Gravy

WE ALSO HAVEWE ALSO HAVE
Sliced Pork w/Gravy
Sliced Roast Beef w/Gravy
Lasagna & Eggplant Parm

PLUS A FULL LINE OF PIES
PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLYPLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY

Pork Roast
Roast Beef
Homemade Sausage
Braciola

Steaks
Burgers
Chops

Every Thursday is Thanksgiving At Barino’s. Come See Our Selection And Pick Up Your Holiday Menu.

• sausage & pepper ravioli
• cheese ravioli • shrimp & garlic ravioli
• meat ravioli • grilled chicken & roasted peppers ravioli
• spinach ravioli • pumpkin ravioli
• sausage & broccoli rabe ravioli

3244 AMPERE AVENUE • BRONX, NEW YORK 10465

718.828.9200
Hours: Monday - Saturday 7am-7pm • Sunday 7am-2pm       

www.barinosmarket.com • We Have Gift Cards

HOMEMADEHOMEMADE
TRY OURTRY OUR

RAVIOLISRAVIOLIS

Holiday Party • Corporate Function • School Party
Offi ce Party or Any Event
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Your Neighborhood 
— Your News

Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:
(718) 597-1116
General Fax:

(718) 518-0038
News Phone: 

(718) 742-3393
News E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393
Sports E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com
Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3398

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS 
#730390) is published weekly by 
Bronx Times Reporter, Inc., a subsid-
iary of  News Community Newspaper 
Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 2013. 
Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Sub-
scriptions $8.00 per year. Postmaster, 
Send address changes to Bronx Times 
Reporter, 900 E. 132nd Street, Bronx, 
NY 10454. ISSN #8750-4499.

around
townby Patrick Rocchio

TNCAP is sponsoring 
a New York State Liquor 
Authority-approved and 
certifi ed Alcohol  Training 
Awareness Program for all 
businesses that serve and/
or sell alcohol.

The program will be 
held on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15, 2014 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at 2789 Schurz Ave-

Alcohol Training Awareness
nue. (corner of Swinton and 
Schurz Avenues).  This 2 ½ 
hour training brings imme-
diate benefi ts:
• Improved customer ser-
vice
• Preserves the health, 
safety and welfare of cus-
tomers & communities
• Decreased penalties for al-
cohol violations

• Comply with Alcohol Bev-
erage Control Laws
• Stop underage drinking & 
sales to intoxicated persons

Registration is re-
quired.

Call Joanne Timmins 
at (718) 904-1333 ext. 28 or 
e-mail @ jtimmins@adapp.
org.

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY
Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm

Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
Fax 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave

Bronx, NY 10461

DELI HOTLINE
718-863-9580

3 FT. HEROS

CATERING
PLATTERS

HOT AND COLD

FOOD TRAYS

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY NEEDS

www.giordanos-big-g.comi dwww.giordanos-w

3 oz. ......................................$5.99 each

4 oz. ......................................$7.99 each

6 oz. ...................................$11.99 each

8 oz. ................................... $15.99  each

BRAZIL 
LOBSTER 
TAILS

CLEAN SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

LARGE SHRIMP  (31-40 ct.) ...................12.99 LB.

JUMBO SHRIMP (21-25 ct.) .................. 14.99 LB.

COOKED SHRIMP (I.Q.F.) 2 lb. BAGS

MEDIUM  (71-90 ct.) ....................................8.99 LB.

LARGE  (31-40 ct.) .....................................10.99 LB.

JUMBO  (21-25 ct.) ....................................14.99 LB.

MUSSELS ....................................... 2.99 lb.

NEW ZEALAND GREEN SHELL MUSSELS  

2 lbs. ............................................. 9.99 ea.

BACALAO (1 lb. BAG) ................... 9.99 lb.

BACALAO SUPER JUMBO

SOAKED OR DRY .........................12.99 lb.

SCUNGILLI (COOKED 29 oz CAN) ...14.99

JUMBO CRAB SNOW CLUSTERS .. 12.99 lb.

KING CRABS ................ (20-24 ct.) 19.99 lb.

CRAB LEGS ................. (14-17 ct.)  24.99 lb.

DRIED
SAUSAGE

SOPRESSATA
CAPICOLA
ANTIPASTO
PLATTERS

HEROS

COLD CUT 
PLATTERS

DEPARTMENT

OPEN 7
DAYS A WEEK

WE CUSTOM 
CUT YOUR WAY

FRESH LEG
OF LAMB
PRIME RIB
FILLET

MIGNON

PRIME ROAST

JUMBO ON ICE  (16-20 ct.) .................... 12.99 LB.

................$5.99 each

LL 
TERTER 

1 - 2 oz.................................1.99 ea

2 - 4 oz.................................4.99 ea

NEW SLIPPER TAILS

OYSTER BAY
IMITATION CRAB MEAT
2 1/2 LBS..............................9.99 ea

OCTOPUS
(4-6).......................................4.99 lb.

JUMBO (8-12 ct)
2.5 lb. package....................14.99

CLEANED CALAMARI
(3-5) 2 1/2 lbs......................9.99 ea

TUBE ONLY (5-8 ct)
2 1/2 lbs.............................14.99 ea

TILAPIA FILET
(3-5 oz).................................4.59 lb.

SHRIMP

FRESH CLAMS.....................4.99 doz.

STUFFED CLAMS (9 PK)......5.99 pk.

CLAMS CASINO....................4.99 doz.

CLAMS OREGANATA............4.99 doz.

MBO  (21-25

MUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUSSELS...................

NEW

pk.

0.99 LB.

.14.99 LB.

doz.

oz.

................... 2.99 lb9

5 ct )5 ct.)....................................14.9

OR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUB

$500
OFF

WITH THE PURCHASE OF
$50 OR MORE

WITH THIS COUPON

Merry
Christmas

Happy
Holidays

WE WILL BE OPEN 
CHRISTMAS EVE & 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 

TIL 6PM

CLOSED
CHRISTMAS DAY
NEW YEAR’S DAY

The Bronx Times Reporter 
will publish your announce-
ments. Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 132nd 
St., Bronx, NY 10454, or email 
Bronxtimes@aol.com. 

Welcome to another edi-
tion of Around Town. 

Birthday! 

Happy fi rst birthday to 
Max Julien Herrera from 
his parents Angelo and Me-
lissa Herrera. 

Birth

Thomas Messina, hard 
working local aide to Con-
gressman Joseph Crowley, 
has the following announce-
ment: Congratulations to 
Chris and Desiree on the 
birth of their daughter Ava 

Joann Messina, born Nov. 
19 and weighing 6 pounds 
and 10 ounces. Love Nana, 
Papa and brother Xavier 
and all your aunts uncles 
and cousins. 

MAXIMUS JULIEN HERRERA 

AVA JOANN MESSINA
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Thomas C. Bible

For Our Spanish Speaking Families
1-917-332-7073

RALPH SQUITIERI

718-823-7030
3176 East Tremont Avenue, Bronx, NY 10461

718-823-7030

RALPH SQUITIERI

Licensed DirectorLicensed Director

RALPH SQUITIERI JR.
Licensed Manager
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GOLDENCARE MEDICAL CENTER
3134 East Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY 10461

PHONE: 718-239-1000
Most Insurance Plans Accepted | Se Habla Español

NEW OFFICE HOURS

CALL AND SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

GOLDENCARE MEDICAL CENTER 
HEALTHCARE FOR ALL

Hematology

Podiatry Nephrology

CHANGSOO RHIM, MD
Board Certified 

Multi Specialty Practice

IMMIGRATION PHYSICALS

Internal Medicine

(Near Coddington Avenue)

CHECK OUT OUR FULL CATERING MENU ONLINE AT

MANGIASBRICKOVEN.COM

1760 CROSBY AVE, BRONX, NY 10461

FULL GOURMET CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE

FIND US ON:

FREE FAST DELIVERY
718 597-4992
 718 597-4993 
718 597-4994

FAX: 718 597-4995

BY BEN KOCHMAN
While FreshDirect giv-

eth, South Bronx Congress-
man Jose Serrano wants to 
taketh away.

The fresh food home de-
livery service that wants 
to move its operation to the 
Bronx tried to earn good 
will, doling out a hundred 
free meals at a South Bronx 
food pantry Thursday, Dec. 
19.

But the day before, 
Serrano threw a monkey 
wrench into the grocer’s at-
tempt to net a multi-million 
dollar development loan 
from the city.

Serrano’s opposition led 
to the New York Empower-
ment Zone —a city agency 
charged with funding de-
velopment in distressed 
neighborhoods — delaying 
a vote on $3.5 million in 
FreshDirect funding that 
was scheduled for Wednes-
day, Dec. 18.

If approved, the online 

grocer would have received 
a $3 million development 
loan and $500,000 cash 
grant toward construction 
at its planned site on the 
Port Morris waterfront.

Serrano, who serves on 
the board with fi ve other 
local leaders, vowed to op-
pose the funding should the 
board come to a vote. Ap-
proval requires all of the 
board members’ support.

The agency ultimately 
tabled the vote until an un-
specifi ed later date —and 
the project’s naysayers were 
quick to celebrate.

“The local voice has spo-
ken, and it said that Fresh-
Direct is not welcome in the 
South Bronx,” said Chris-
tina Giorgio, an attorney 
with New York Lawyers for 
the Public Interest, which 
represents South Bronx 
Unite, a local advocacy 
group fi ghting against the 
delivery service’s arrival.

A FreshDirect spokes-

man said that the company 
was not giving up on receiv-
ing the $3.5 million funding 
and would be reaching out 
to Rep. Serrano and the rest 
of the Board in the coming 
weeks.

Just a day after the set-
back, on Dec. 19, FreshDi-
rect staff served up tur-
key, stuffi ng and veggies 

at Bronx soup kitchen Give 
Them to Eat on E. 156th 
Street.

It was the latest exam-
ple of the company trying 
to curry favor in the com-
munity. In the past year, 
FreshDirect has expanded 
delivery to every Bronx zip 
code, started accepting EBT 
food stamps and promised 

to convert its truck fl eet to 
low emission environmen-
tal standards. In Novem-
ber, the company partnered 
with Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. to do-
nate hundreds of turkeys to 
local folks.

But Serrano echoed 
South Bronx Unite’s con-
cerns that that Fresh Di-

rect’s arrival would hurt 
the lungs of an already 
asthma-plagued local popu-
lation.

The group is appeal-
ing a court ruling after its 
lawsuit was rejected this 
summer in Bronx Supreme 
Court. The suit alleges that 
the city’s Industrial Devel-
opment Agency relied on 
an outdated environmen-
tal study when it approved 
FreshDirect for $87 million 
in city subsidies to be used 
toward its relocation to the 
Bronx from Long Island 
City.

“Sure, they can hand 
out turkeys, but they won’t 
give us the decency to do an 
up-to-date environmental 
study in an area suffering 
from some of the highest 
asthma rates in the nation,” 
said South Bronx Unite’s 
Mychal Johnson, who has 
led the charge against Fresh 
Direct from the start.

Forces delay on $3.5 mil city loan and grant

Nice try, FreshDirect: The grocery fed 100 South Bronxites at a food pantry Dec. 19, but that did not 
stop Congressman Jose Serrano from delaying $3.5 in city funding for the company. 

Rep. Serrano hits FreshDirect
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Maestro’s 
C a t e r e r s

1703 Bronxdale Avenue, Bronx 718-792-8844
www.maestroscaterers.com

A new year, a new beginning. 
Join Us for Our

Carving Table
• Whole Roasted Pig
• Breast of Turkey
• Skirt Steak

Wok Station
• Array of Chinese

Cuisine

International
Cheese Board 
with Fruit

Dinner Served at 8:30pm
• Antipasto Caprese • Filet Mignon with
• Penne with Vodka Sauce Jumbo Shrimp Oregannata
• Mesclun Salad with Balsamic Vinegarette • Roasted Potato • String Beans

• Fresh Fruit and Pastries • Coffee/Cappuccino/Espresso 

Chafing Station
• Chicken Scarpariello
• Eggplant Rollatini
• Mussels Marinara
• Fried Calamari
• Arroz Con Gandule
• BBQ Ribs
• Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
• Baked Clams
• Veal & Peppers
• Pollo Asado
• Escabeche de Pescado

Seafood Station
• Shrimp Cocktail
• Raw Oysters
• Raw Clams
• Seafood Salad
• Whole Salmon

MUSIC BY ESU DJ’s
- Cocktail Reception 7pm-8:30pm
- Champagne Toast at Midnight

- Continental Breakfast

OPEN BAR ALL NIGHT!

ALL
INCLUSIVE

for only

95
Children ages 5-12, $48 each

Hats, Noise Makers & 
Valet Parking Included

$

OPEN BAR 
ALL NIGHT!

CALL TODAY
FOR YOUR

RESERVATION!

A

per 
person



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 D
e

c
. 2

7
, 2

0
1

3
-

J
a

n
. 2

, 2
0

1
4

   
   

8

WINNERS AND SINNERS
Without fear or favor, we submit our 

annual year end list of Bronx Winners 
and Losers, with some candidates wor-
thy of  both lists.

WINNERS
• RUBEN DIAZ JR. For the bor-

ough president’s steady efforts  to see, 
at long last, new life for the Kingsbridge 
Armory as a giant ice rink palace.

 Now let’s see if his legacy lasts or 
the ice melts for lack of business, or 
the nabe becomes one big gentrified 
traffi c jam. 

•JEFF KLEIN For still sit ting 
pretty as co-leader of the Senate with 
the GOP after tilting majority control 
with his Independent Democratic Con-
ference, and scaring off any regular 
Democratic Conference threats to un-
seat him (although term-limited City 
Councilman Ollie Koppell could be a 
Bronx Man of La Mancha trying to chal-
lenge Jeff.) 

• CARL HEASTIE For the Dem 
Party boss shepherding a winning slate 
of candidates in the most recent and 
crowded City Council and judicial races, 
plus fi lling disgraced ex-west Bronx As-
semblyman Nelson Castro’s seat 
with party-backed Victor Pichardo in 

what a lotta folks are calling a down-
and-dirty close one.

•JEFF LYNCH  Counci lman 
Jimmy Vacca’s  chief of staf f 
who ran Bill de Blasio’s Bronx 
campaign, positively creaming Bill 
Thompson. We predict the satori-
ally-challenged Jeff may shortly need 
to buy a couple of suits for an expected 
job at City Hall.

•A S S E M B LY M A N  L U I S 
SEPULVEDA, SENATOR RUTH 
HASSELL-THOMPSON AND 
COUNCILMAN ANDY KING To 
de Blasio’s early supporters will go the 
spoils.

•RICHIE TORRES The in-com-
ing councilman was the only Bronx 
delegation member to support sup-
posed  Speaker-elect Melissa 
Mark-Viverito.

•JEFF DINOWITZ The River-
dale assemblyman worked his tuchis 
off to get Andy Cohen elected to the 
City Council, as well crushing the last 
remaining vestiges of the Tony Cassino 
political faction.

LOSERS
CARL HEASTIE He may still 

hold political power in the Bronx, but 
unless Party Boss Heastie and Queens 

counterpart Joe Crowley can pry 
six votes away from the opposition, for-
get Carl having any citywide juice for a 
long, long time after that fi asco over the 
City Council Speaker’s race.

For those who’ve been away on an-
other planet, South Bronx/East Harlem 
Councilwoman Melissa Mark-Viv-
erito appears to have clinched a 31-
vote margin in the 51-member Council 
to become the next Speaker when that 
august body votes Jan. 8.

This despite Heastie, Crowley and 
Brooklyn Party Boss Frank (Judas) 
Seddio taking a blood oath to stand 
together behind moderate Manhattan 
Councilman Dan Garodnick.

But Seddio stabbed them in the 
back, pledging fealty - and his delega-
tion - to Melissa after some “conver-
sation” with incoming Mayor Bill de 
Blasio. Instead of 30 pieces of sil-
ver, Seddio can now expect some very 
plum committee chairmanships as well 
as mucho jobs for his political club-
houses.

While Crowley has been trash talkin’ 
about it not being over ‘til it’s over, most 
observers say the next city government 
will likely be a marriage of progressives 
Bill d. B. and Melissa MV, along with 

the progressive faction of the coun-
cil. County leaders, insiders say, will be 
just about powerless, especially in the 
all-important ability to deliver jobs to 
party loyalists.

One Bronx elected, who obviously 
prefers anonymity made the dire pre-
diction that “This pretty much marks 
the beginning of the end of county poli-
tics in the city of New York.”

• RUBEN DIAZ JR. For the BP 
and Carl joining themselves at the hip 
with mayoralty loser Bill Thomp-
son.

While they may have made contracts 
with Thompson, they had to do a fast 
180-degree after the primary to make 
nice with de Blasio, who doesn’t owe 
them a damn thing.

 We’re waiting to see how the new 
mayor treats the FreshDirect move and 
soccer stadium proposals, since he’s 
publicly said he’s opposed to mega-
subsidies for such projects.

• ADOLFO CARRION JR. 
How could we NOT l is t  the for-
mer Bronx borough president, who 
dropped his Democratic Party reg-
istration to run on the Independence 
Party line in the mayoral primary, 
getting romped, stomped, trampled, 

squashed, squished and creamed. 
BP Ruben Diaz’s Republican oppo-
nent actually pulled more local votes 
than AC got citywide. Sadly, Adolfo 
had a couple of good ideas, like keep-
ing schools open after-hours, but we 
don’t expect he’ll ever again be push-
ing them as an elected. 

• FERNANDO CABRERA For 
getting into hot water after the ice rink 
developers at the Kingsbridge Armory 
charged the local City Councilman tried 
to shake them down for a million dol-
lars a year for 99 years to a basically 
defunct religious nonprofi t he was con-
nected to.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 20 - Nivardo Lopez, 
Bronx director for the May-
or’s Community Affairs Unit.
Dec. 20 - Joshua Rivera, Hos-
tos Community College direc-
tor of government relations.
Dec. 26 - Tommy Messina, 
community rep for Congress-
man Joe Crowley.

And to all our loyal (and not 
so loyal) fans, we wish a Happy 
New Year, filled with good old 
political gossip!



9
      B

R
O

N
X

 T
IM

E
S

 R
E

P
O

R
T

E
R

    D
e

c
. 2

7
, 2

0
1

3
-

J
a

n
. 2

, 2
0

1
4

   

$25 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER

OF $150 OR MORE
VALID WITH COUPON ONLY.

PLEASE MENTION WHEN ORDERING.
EXCLUDES PACKAGES. EXPIRES 1/31/2014 

TOSCA BX TIMES 12-2013

$15 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDER

OF $100 OR MORE
VALID WITH COUPON ONLY.

PLEASE MENTION WHEN ORDERING.
EXCLUDES PACKAGES. EXPIRES 1/31/2014

TOSCA BX TIMES 12-2013

$255 OFFF25 F
ANY CATERANY ING ORDEERERIN DERER

OF $150 OROF $ R MOREOROR MORE
WITH CTH CH COUPOUPOOUPOOO ONN NNVALIDD WITT N ONN ONONNLYLYLYONOOOONNN ONC UOUCOUOUUOUPOOU OO LY.OOO

PLPLEPLELPLE OONON WHEN ORRRD RINGNGRIRING.LEAEASE MS ENTIENTIOON DE NASE NGDE NGGPLLLEAASSEE MENTPLLLEASE MENTIT OO WHEENN ORDERDERIRDERIDERIN
EXCLU ES. E 1/31/2014 UDES PPACKAGES EXPXPIRES 1/

T 01113TOSSCA BX TIMES 12-2-22013X TIMES

$15 FOFFF5 F$15 OFF FF5 OFF
ANY CATERING ORDERR OERING O

OF $100 OR MOREOR00 OR $100 0000 
VALVALILID WD W TH COOUPUPON ONLY.LID W T COOUUVAVAVALIVAVALIVVALIVALID WD WW TH CTH CTH CCOUOUOUOODD WITH TH ON OD WITHILILID WID WID WID WID TTHTHTH

PPLEASE MENT ON WWHHHEENHE ORDERING.WWHHEWWWHEHEHEHNTTION W N N OR
EXXCLUDES PACKAAGES. ES. EEXXXEEXCLUDUD ES 1EE /31/220114X EXPIRXPIRXPIRELU PAPACKAGES. S XPXPXLU PIRPIPIRPIRES 1E /PIRXP RXPIRXPIRXPIRP

OSCA BX TIMMES 1E 2-202-20-2011TOSCA 0001313332-201000 313132-202-201313OSSCS A BXX TIM TIMES S 1ESOSC

BECOME A   
FAN ON

facebook.com/toscanyc

FOLLOW 
US ON

twitter.com/toscanyc

R E S T A U R A N T  ·  B A R  ·  L O U N G E  ·  E V E N T S C O A L  B R I C K  O V E N  P I Z Z A  S I N C E  1 9 2 2

F A S T  F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  7 1 8 . 2 3 9 . 3 3 0 0  T O S C A N Y C . C O M 

4038 East Tremont Avenue · At Miles Ave. · Throgs Neck, Bronx, NY 

Grande SERVES 8–10 $135
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala 
or Chicken Francese

·  1 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Generoso SERVES 15–20 $295
· Fresh Baked Bread
·  Choice of Appetizer: Fried Calamari, Buffalo Wings or Mozzarella Sticks
·  Choice of Salad: Mixed Green, Tri-Colori or Caesar 
·  Choice of Pasta: Baked Ziti, Penne Alla Vodka or Cheese Ravioli
·  Choice of Entreé: Chicken Parmigiana, Chicken Marsala or Chicken Francese
·  2 Dozen Assorted Cheesecake & Cannoli

Catering? Let Tosca Café cater your next home or office event

Office Party
SERVES 12–15 $165
· Vegetable Crudite · Wrap Platter 
· Caesar Salad with Grilled Chicken Breast
· Fresh Fruit Platter
· Fresh Baked Bread, Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Family Style
SERVES 12–15 $195
·  Fresh Mozzarella, Roasted 
Peppers & Fresh Basil

· Clams Oreganata
· Penne Alla Vodka
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Game Day 
SERVES 12–15 $195
· Buffalo Wings
· Fried Calamari
· Wrap Platter
· Baked Ziti
with Meat Balls

· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

Nonno Mia
SERVES 12–15 $180
· Eggplant Rollatini 
· Clams Oreganata
· Farfalle Alla Pesto
· Arugula, Endive,
Radicchio Salad

· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

The Italian Job
SERVES 15–20 $290
· Imported Cheese & Fruit Platter
· Fried Calamari · Caesar Salad
· Baked Ziti with Chicken Cutlet
· Sausage & Broccoli Rabe
· Shrimp Risotto Donna
· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

House Party
SERVES 12–15 $230
· Shrimp Cocktail
· Clams Oreganata
· Fusilli Al Alvina
· Chicken Scarpariello
· Caesar Salad
· Fresh Baked Bread,
Focaccia or Garlic Knots

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE, CHRISTMAS DAY, NEW YEARS EVE AND NEW YEARS DAY

FULL CATERING MENU AT TOSCANYC.COM

4034 EAST TREMONT AVENUE · BRONX, NY · 718.863.6363 · TOSCAMARQUEE.COM

TUESDAY,DECEMBER 31,8:30PM–1:30AM
2 LEVELS OF MUSIC BY LIVE DJ · COCKTAIL HOUR 

FULL BUFFET · OPEN BAR · FLAVORED MARTINIS · CHAMPAGNE
HATS AND NOISE MAKERS · FREE VALET PARKING 

LIVE BROADCAST OF TIMES SQUARE 
FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

$100 PER PERSON 
INCLUDES TAX AND GRATUITY

PRESALE UNTIL DECEMBER 24
$120 WEEK OF 

DECEMBER 25–31
CALL 718.863.6363 TO PURCHASE TICKETS. 

SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL SELL OUT QUICKLY.
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
If the driver had at least 

stopped after nearly destroy-
ing her foot, that would have 
been okay.

But the person at the 
wheel of the car that rammed 
into 20-year-old Amanda 
Baez of Throgs Neck on Nov. 
18 did not stop. Instead, they 
zoomed off down Throgs 
Neck Blvd., toward Lawton 
Avenue and into the night.

Police are now search-
ing for the hit-and-run cul-
prit, and with no leads, they 
are calling on the public for 
help.

Clipped then zipped

Baez was crossing the 
wide street on the way home 
from work, around 5:30 p.m. 
that Monday, when a black 
car roared down the boule-
vard from E. 177th Street and 
clipped her right foot, police 
said.

As the 20-year-old col-
lapsed in a heap at the double 
yellow lines in the street’s 
center, the driver sped off. 

“I tried to take another 
step but just couldn’t,” Baez 

said.
Forever with a limp

After alert neighbors 
came to her aid, Baez was 
transported to Jacobi Medi-
cal Center, where she under-
went two surgeries.

The collision shattered 
every bone in her foot. Doc-
tors had to insert two plates, 
four screws and two pins just 
to keep it together.

Baez will likely be able 
to walk in a few months, but 
doctors have informed her 
that for the rest of the life 
she’ll have a limp.

“She’ll never be able to 
wear heels again,” said her 
mother, Carmen Rodriguez.

Police were hopeful that 
camera footage from a house 
at the corner of E. 177th and 
Throggs Neck Blvd. could 
help them identity the driver. 
But a large, leafy tree ob-
scured the footage.

All cops could make out 
were the brake lights, a po-
lice source said. Police don’t 
know the license plate num-
ber or even the car’s make 
and model.

Finding the culprit

Rodriguez, the victim’s 
mother, is convinced the 
culprit must be someone lo-
cal. The driver was traveling 
toward a residential neigh-
borhood and away from the 
Cross Bronx Expressway.

“If you’re making that 
turn you’re either from this 
area, or you’re visiting some-
body,” Rodriguez said.

Baez has spent the last 
month mostly bed-ridden 
and unable to travel to and 
from her job as a customer 
service representative at Je-
anstar on Southern Blvd. 

She’s lived in Throgs 
Neck for seven years, and 
went to nearby Lehman 
High School.

“We’re just hoping that 
there’s someone out there 
who knows something about 
this,” she said.

Police urge anyone with 
information about the colli-
sion to call Detective Sharon 
Harvey at the 45th Precinct 
detective squad at 718 822-
5411.

Amanda Baez, 20, injured during a November 18th hit and run.

Her life shattered by hit-run



1
1

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    D

e
c

. 2
7

, 2
0

1
3

-
J

a
n

. 2
, 2

0
1

4
   

Over the past 40 plus years The Pine has become a central part
of the holiday season for so many of our guests. Along with gen-
erous portions of the finest food, you will enjoy the warm hospi-
tality, excellent service, and holiday cheer of our experienced
staff. So whether you choose to dine in our restaurant or have us
prepare a feast for your family and friends to share at home, you
can take part in the resounding holiday spirit that is unique to
The Pine.

Come and enjoy some of our Holiday Delicacies:
Baked Clams | Seafood Salad | Shrimp Cocktail | Zuppa di Pesce

Bacalao | Pulpo Salad | Mussels Fra Diavolo | King Crab Legs | Lobster Tails
Chilean Sea Bass | Stuffed Calamari | Seafood Bouquets | Scungilli Marinara

All Christmas Eve and Christmas Day take out orders are available 
OVEN READY or FULLY COOKED

For those 21 and over, all orders of a $100 value or more receive a
COMPLIMENTARY Bottle of Red or White Wine.

Christmas Eve Seatings:  1:00 | 3:00 | 5:00 | 7:00 | 9:00

Santa will be here spreading the Christmas cheer 
and giving gifts to the children.

Open Christmas Day from 12:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Please make your reservations early, space is limited!

Host your holiday party at the Pine in one of our three
banquet rooms accommodating up to 200 guests.

Our staff will help you create a 
customized menu to your exact specifications.

A PINE GIFT CARD MAKES FOR A GREAT STOCKING STUFFER

Christmas at The Pine

10% off any gift 
card purchase of 

$50.00 or more 
until 12/31/13

Spend your time shopping.
Leave the cooking to us!

1913 Bronxdale Avenue
Bronx, New York 10462

T 718-792.5956   F 718-430.0998
www.fjpine.com

New Years Extravaganza 
RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT THE PINE RESTAURANT

Live Music by DJ Serg Entertainment
Cigar Roller Under Our Outdoor Heated Tent 

Belly Dancer / Drink Specials & Open bar / Champagne Toast
Watch The Ball Drop On Our Big Screen TV’s

Gourmet Buffet Showcasing Cuisine From Around The World

-EXTENDED COCKTAIL HOUR-
Chef Selection Passed Hordouvers

Old Fashioned Antipasta Table:
Display of Italian Style Cured Meat • Imported Cheese

Homemade Foccacia • Roasted Peppers • Marinated Olives
Homemade Fresh Mozzarella • Bruschetta • Tossed Salad

Artisan Bread Display

GRAND SEAFOOD BAR:
Jumbo Chilled Shrimp • Sea Scallops • King Crab Legs

Seafood Salad • Clams • Mussels 

SUSHI BAR:
California Rolls • Spicy Tuna Rolls • Salmon Rolls

“Just To Name A Few”

HOT APPETIZERS:
Baked Clams • Eggplant Rollatini • Fried Calamari

Scarpriello Style Wings • Mussels Fridiavlo • Beef Empanadas

-MAIN ATTRACTION-

PASTA STATION:
CREATE YOUR OWN 

Variety of traditional and not so
traditional selections to choose from

Wok Station/Taco Station
Our version of stir fry with an Italian twist/Build your own

CARVING BLOCK:
Prime Rib of Beef • Baby Suckling

SPECIALTIES:
Paella • Sausage & Peppers • Veal Marsala

Chicken Francese •Broiled Salmon Scampi Style

-VIENNESE TABLE-
A Beautiful Display of Delicious 

Desserts • Cakes • Cordials and Specialty Stations

1913 Bronxdale Avenue • Bronx, New York 10462
T. 718-792.5956 | F. 718-430.0998 | www.fjpine.com

$90.00 per person + tax & gratuity | Valet Parking

Premium Open Bar - 8:00pm to 1:00am
Party Favors & More!!!
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
They may take away 

our General Post Office 
—but they will never take 
away our 13 murals hung 
inside its lobby.

The city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission 
(LPC) this month desig-
nated the famous 1930s 
murals by Ben Shahn 
and Bernarda Bryson in-
side the Grand Concourse 
building as an interior 
landmark.

Though the post of-
fice is slated to close 
amid nationwide cuts by 
the United States Postal 
Service, any new occu-
pant of the space will be 
required to preserve the 
paintings.

New Deal Offi ce

Constructed in 1937, 
the General Post Office 
is the borough’s oldest 
postal headquarters. The 
building’s exterior at E. 
149th Street and Grand 

Concourse has been land-
marked since the seven-
ties and is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic 
Places.

The office was built 
during a nine-year-period 
between 1934 and 1943 
when 1,100 post offices 
were constructed nation-
wide as part of the mas-
sive Works Progress Ad-
ministration, which was 
part of legislation known 
as the New Deal.

Shahn and Bryson were 
chosen out of a pool of 198 
applicants to decorate the 
building’s lobby, accord-
ing to the LPC. They com-
pleted the murals by 1939 
—and 75 years later visi-
tors can still easily dis-
cern the designs, which 
depict scenes of American 
working life. 

Work made art

“These striking, larger-
than-life murals are not 
only well preserved, they 

remain in the same loca-
tion where they were orig-
inally installed 75 years 
ago this month, thanks to 
the fine stewardship of the 
U.S. Postal Service,” said 
LPC Commission Chair-
man Robert B. Tierney in 
a statement. “The lobby, 
which was completed dur-
ing the depths of the Great 
Depression, remains a 
monument to the ideals 
of the New Deal-era pub-
lic works programs to this 
day.”

The artists tackled their 
chosen theme, “Resources 
of America,” by portray-
ing miners, steelworkers, 
hydroelectrical engineers, 
wheat and cotton harvest-
ers, all at work.

In one painting, on 
the central panel on the 
north wall, are written the 
words of American poet 
Walt Whitman, heralding 
the onset of democracy 
while enthralled workers 

watch on:
For we support all
Fuse All
After the rest is done
and gone we remain
There is no final
reliance but upon us
Democracy rests fi-

nally
upon us
(I my brethren begin it)
and our visions sweep
through eternity. 
After the Post Office 

announced in late 2012 
that it was closing down, 
preservationists were con-
cerned that the historic 
murals would be razed 
by whoever took over the 
building.

The LPC’s decision to 
landmark the murals ends 
a campaign to keep them 
alive. 

The murals are the 
117th so-called “interior” 
landmark in New York 
City’s five boroughs.

Post offi ce interior protected

City landmarks GPO murals

Many public offi cials supported landmarking the murals (pic-
tured in background), including Deputy Borough President Aurelia 
Greene.                  Photo by Alex Belisle
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40th PCT.
SUN, NOV. 10th, 5:15 a.m. –

Brook Ave. and East 137 St. The 
emergency room staff at Lincoln 
Medical Center treated an injured 
male. The male crime victim had 
been rushed to the hospital suffer-
ing from a stab wound to the chest. 
Detectives are handling the inquiry.

MON, NOV. 11th, 1:30 a.m. 

– 562 Morris Ave. A black male is 
headed to the trail room. The 31 
year old male was found in posses-
sion of a 25-caliber pistol. The hand 
gun was vouched as evidence. 

WED, NOV. 13th, 9:50 p.m. –

676 Union Ave. A young Hispanic 
man was taken into custody. Police 
arrested the 20 year old suspect, 
charging him with gun possession. 
Taken away from the culprit was a 
32-caliber pistol. 

FRI, NOV. 15th, - 3:15 p.m. - 
328 East 145 St. Police recovered 
sufficient evidence to indicate that 
several bullets had been fired. One 
of the bullets shattered a window of 
a management office for a Housing 
Authority facility. No injuries were 
reported. 

 FRI, NOV. 15th, 4:15 p.m. –

528 Jackson Ave. The emergency 
room team at Lincoln Medical Cen-
ter treated two males, who had 
been shot. The shooting occurred 
near a dollar store. A 21 year old 
black male was suffering from a 
wound to the face. The second vic-
tim, a 20 year old Hispanic male, 
had been shot in the left leg. Both 
victims were reported in stable 
condition. Police searched the area 
looking for two black males who 
fled the area.

42nd PCT.
SUN, NOV. 10th, 8:35 a.m. 

– 645 Westchester Ave. After a 
stand-off with police, a young 
male suspect was taken into cus-
tody. The culprit was wanted for a 
shooting that occurred at a Manhat-
tan ice ring the previous day. There 
were no injuries reported. 

SUN, NOV. 10th, 9:20 a.m. 

– 1316 Boston Rd. Police officers 
from the Emergency Service Squad 
were called to handle a barricade 
situation. Local police officers 
needed assistance from members 
of the highly skilled and equipped 
unit whose members have been 
trained to handle situations that are 
considered ‘out of the hands of lo-
cal police officers’. The emotionally 
distressed person was barricaded 
inside an apartment. After a stand-
off the ESS officers safely removed 
the victim from the apartment. 

TUES, NOV. 12th, 7:55 p.m. 

– Cross Bronx Expwy. and Web-
ster Ave. After a vehicle pursuit into 
Manhattan, police officers arrest-
ed suspects in connection with an 
armed robbery. Police were able to 
apprehend the persons who pistol 
whipped the victim of a robbery. An 
I-phone was taken by the culprits 
who also discharged a gun during 

the incident. A gun was recovered.
WED, NOV. 13th, 6:35 a.m. –

Third Ave and East 170 St. Police 
officers checking into a report that 
shots had been fired, made an ar-
rest. Officials were informed that 
three shots had been fired. Upon 
checking, no injuries were discov-
ered. Police however did recover a 
38-caliber semi-automatic pistol 
while a 31 year old black male was 
taken into custody.

WED, NOV. 13th, 2:30 p.m. –

1260 Webster Ave. A middle ages 
black male was transported to an 
area medical facility after being at-
tacked. The 51 year old black male 
was suffering from a stab wound to 
the left side of the chest area. Local 
detectives are handling the inquiry. 

FRI, NOV. 15th, 7:45 p.m. 

-1315 Boston Rd. Detectives are 
looking into a commercial robbery. 
At knife point, a black male passed 
a note demanding money. Money 
was taken from a register before 
the man fled. 

44th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 9th, 2:15 a.m. –

1294 Morris Ave. Another person 
failed to obtain the proper licenses 
to have a gun in NYC. This time a 21 
year old Hispanic male was arrested 
after being found with a 25-caliber 
gun. The weapon was taken away 
from the young man. Depending 
upon the outcome of his court trail, 
he could be heading off to jail.

TUES, NOV. 12th, 2:50 a.m. –

972 Anderson Ave. Authorities are 
looking into the death of a 40 year 
old Hispanic male. The man was 
found inside an apartment unre-
sponsive officials report. Medical 
officials a short time later indicated 
that the Latino man had died. Inves-
tigators are waiting for the Medical 
Examiner’s autopsy report which 
should indicate if the man died un-
der suspicious terms. 

THURS, NOV. 14th, 3:45 p.m. –

1300 Sedgwick Ave. Police officials 
were called to a hotel after a resi-
dent started to destroy a room. The 
emotionally upset person decided to 
barricade themselves inside a room 
within the Howard Johnson facility. 
The male occupant destroyed the 
contents with the room before spe-
cially trained police officers from 
the Emergency Service Squad were 
able to gain control of him. Once in 
custody he was transported to Lin-
coln Medical Center. 

THURS, NOV. 14th, 5:55 p.m. 

– 19 East Mount Eden Ave. Law en-
forcement officials are looking for 
the person who robbed a neighbor-
hood bank near Jerome Ave. The 

thief, described as a black male in 
his forties, passed a note to a teller. 
The culprit fled with three thousand 
dollars. 

FRI, NOV. 15th, 5:10 a.m. –

1530 Townsend Ave. Police offi-
cers from several additional units 
were called to assist neighborhood 
officers. A 24 year old black male 
had barricaded himself inside along 
with his wife. Police officers from 
the Emergency Service Squad along 
with officers from the Technical As-
sist Response Unit and detectives 
from the Hostage Negotiation Team 
were summoned to the scene. After 
a stand-off, the man was taken into 
custody after he surrendered. No 
injuries were reported. 

45th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 9th, 7:05 a.m. –

Hutchinson River Pkwy. at Orchard 
Beach Exit. An SUV vehicle jumped 
the roadway’s divider causing an 
accident that claimed two lives and 
additional injuries. First respond-
ers upon arriving on the scene were 
forced to close the entire roadway 
after a Ford Expedition crossed 
from the northbound lanes onto the 
southbound lanes striking a vehi-
cle for hire killing both occupants. 
A third vehicle then proceeded to 
strike the SUV causing two more 
additional injuries. The driver of the 
SUV was also injured. The investi-
gation into the accident is ongo-
ing, but the SUV driver was issued 
summons by police officers at the 
scene. Police officers from Highway 
1’s Critical Investigation Squad are 
handling the inquiry. 

MON, NOV. 11th, 6:30 a.m. 

– 2035 Mayflower Ave. An inquiry 
was started after officials learned 
of a home invasion. Apparently 
two males forced their way into a 
home. An occupant was stabbed in 
the back was transported to Jacobi 
Medical Center by first responders 
officials indicated. Taken from the 
home was a cell phone.  

FRI, NOV. 15th, 2:40 p.m. –

East Tremont Ave. and Westchester 
Ave.  Police officers responded to 
a situation in Westchester Square 
that saw three teens requiring 
emergency medical treatment. A 16 
year old Hispanic male was slashed 
in his right forearm while an 17 year 
old Hispanic male teen was suffer-
ing from a slash wound to the to the 
forehead. An 18 year old Hispanic 
male was slashed on his right hand. 
All three boys were transported to 
Jacobi Medical Center for emer-
gency treatment. The three were 
attacked by a group apparently un-
known to them. 

FRI, NOV. 15th, 10:30 p.m. –

1212 Ellsworth Ave. Members of 
the Bronx Homicide Squad were 
summoned to the scene of a fatal 
shooting. Police officers had dis-
covered a 62 year old male victim 
who was inside a vehicle suffering 
from a bullet to the head. A crime 
scene was established as police 
officers searched for any evidence 
that could be helpful to the sleuths. 

46th PCT.
SUN, NOV. 10th, 4:40 p.m. –

2084 Creston Ave. Additional po-
lice officers were deployed into the 
South Bronx after a shooting oc-
curred. The male victim was trans-
ported to a local hospital suffering 
from a wound to the chest. Local 
detectives are handling the inquiry. 

TUES, NOV. 12th, 6:05 p.m. –

Jerome Ave. and East 179 St. A 20 
year old black male was taken into 
custody by local police officers. The 
young man was found in possession 
of a 25-caliber pistol. The gun was 
taken away from the young culprit 
and vouched as evidence. 

WED, NOV. 13th, 4:50 a.m. –

2081 Morris Ave. Authorities are 
looking for an armed male culprit who 
was menacing a woman. The 33 year 
old woman was scared enough to 
jump from a fourth floor fire escape. 
The woman was transported to St. 
Barnabas Hospital suffering from a 
broken leg and several lacerations. 

47th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 9th, 4:45 p.m. –

4754 Richardson Ave. Three more 
persons are heading to court after 
being found with a loaded gun. Tak-
en away from the trio was a load-
ed 380-caliber pistol. The handgun 
was vouched as evidence by au-
thorities. 

MON, NOV. 11th, 4:00 a.m. 

– 923 East 213 St. Police officers 
were able to arrest a suspect in a 
home invasion. Authorities were 
alerted to the early morning inci-
dent where it’s charged that a male 
forces his way into his former resi-
dence at knife point. The culprit 
collects a metro card, an I-phone, 
besides some cash before taking 
the occupant to an ATM facility. For 
an unknown reason the culprit run 
away before police could be sum-
moned. The inquiry lead to the sus-
pect’s arrest.  

TUES, NOV. 12th, 10:45 a.m. 

– 632 Nereid Ave. A robbery in the 
Wakefield community came to the 
attention of law enforcement offi-
cials. Police investigators learned 
that two armed black males forced 

their way into a home. Displaying 
guns prior to fleeing, the pair took 
a phone. Additional police officers 
were deployed into the area. Police 
officials arrested a suspect. Local 
detectives are conducting the fol-
low-up inquiry.

TUES, NOV. 12th, 7:35 p.m. –

White Plains Rd. and East 241 St. 
Sleuths are already looking into a 
shooting that sent a male victim to 
the trauma center. The 28 year old 
black male was suffering from two 
bullet wounds to the chest area. Of-
ficial’s indicated that the victim was 
in stable condition. 

THURS, NOV. 14th, 3:45 p.m. 

– 4021 White Plains Rd. A search 
was conducted for a black male. 
The unknown culprit attempted to 
rob a neighborhood bank but fled 
empty handed official report after 
passing a note.

FRI, NOV. 15th, 8:30 p.m. –

4062 Baychester Ave. Investiga-
tors are looking into an accident 
that claimed a life. The male vic-
tim was struck by a vehicle whose 
driver was arrested after turning 
himself in to authorities. The male 
victim died at the scene. Police offi-
cers from Highway’s Critical Inves-
tigation Squad are conducting the 
inquiry. 

FRI, NOV. 15th, 9:45 p.m. –

1835 Needham Ave. Police officials 
are looking into a shooting. A 19 
year old black male was transport-
ed to Jacobi Medical Center after 
being shot in the right leg. Local de-
tectives are handling the inquiry.  

48th PCT.
SUN, NOV. 10th, 12:40 a.m. 

– 2411 Prospect Ave. Authorities 
took a 48 year old black male into 
custody. The male culprit ended a 
dispute by setting fire to a structure 
in the Belmont community. Fire-
fighters who responded to the blaze 
declared the fire suspicious. Red 
Cross workers were needed to help 
relocate members of a family. 

MON, NOV. 11th, 8:05 a.m. –

1890 Crotona Pkwy. Police investi-
gators are looking into an incident 
that sent a male to St. Barnabas 
Hospital. The injured male was suf-
fering from a bullet wound to the leg 
officials indicated. The male victim 
was reported in stable condition.

THURS, NOV. 14th, 11:30 p.m. 

– Cross Bronx Expwy and Third Ave. 
Police are investigating an accident 
on the busy interstate roadway that 
claimed a life. Authorities are look-
ing for a vehicle that fled an accident 
scene after striking a pedestrian 
that was on the I-95 roadway. The 
23 year old victim was transported 
to Jacobi Medical Center where they 
later on expired. Investigators from 
Highway 1’s Critical Investigation 
Squad are handing the inquiry. 

49th PCT.
SAT, NOV. 9th, 8:00 a.m. –

1911 Seminole Ave. An investiga-
tion was launched by local police 
after a spray painted message was 

discovered. The bias message was 
discovered on the rear wall of a Ja-
cobi Medical Center building.  Spe-
cially trained members of NYPD 
have been advised of the incident. 

MON, NOV. 11th, 9:35 a.m. –

2418 Olinville Ave. Police officials 
are looking into an incident where 
a male had been shot. The victim 
was transported to a near-by hos-
pital. Local detectives are handling 
the inquiry. 

50th PCT.
SUN, NOV. 10th, 12:15 a.m. –

Broadway and West 240 St. Investi-
gators are looking into a vehicle ac-
cident that claimed a life. Officials 
indicated that the victim expired at 
the scene after striking an el pillar. 
The vehicle burst into flames. Police 
officers from Highway 1’s Critical 
Investigation Squad are handling 
the inquiry. 

52nd PCT. 
THURS, NOV. 14th, 9:00 p.m. 

– 2391 Davidson Ave. Police were 
alerted by officials at St. Barnabas 
Hospital that a teen had been shot. 
A 19 year old black male entered 
the emergency room at St. Barna-
bas Hospital suffering from a bullet 
wound to the leg. Police were sum-
moned and the inquiry began. 

Housing
SUN, NOV. 10th, 12:50 a.m. –

1096 Union Ave. A police officers 
from Housing’s PSA # 7 arrested a 
suspect. The unidentified suspect 
was found in possession of a load-
ed 9-mm pistol. The weapon was 
vouched as evidence.

WED, NOV. 13th, 11:25 p.m. 

– 2120 Randall Ave. An inquiry 
was started by law enforcement 
investigators after a shooting oc-
curred. A 24 year old Hispanic male 
was transported to Jacobi Medical 
Center after being shot. The male 
crime victim was treated for a bullet 
wound to the chest area. Detectives 
from the 43rd Pct. Squad are work-
ing with Housing PSA # 8 police of-
ficers on this investigation.

THURS, NOV. 14th, 1:00 p.m. 

– 2280 Randall Ave. Police have 
launched an inquiry. Uniformed po-
lice officers from PSA # 8 respond-
ed to a call indicating that shots 
were fired. The incident did cause 
damage to a blue colored vehicle. 

Fire Log
MON, NOV. 11th, 3:45 a.m. –

2405 Prospect Ave. Fire officials 
were able to bring a 2 alarm fire near 
East 187 St. under control within an 
hour. The blaze was reported burn-
ing out of three windows within the 
five story apartment house as the 
firemen arrived. After transmitting 
the second alarm, Division 7 re-
quested two additional ladder com-
panies to be sent to the fire scene 
before the fire was declared under 
control.  
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Klein’s Agenda
Dear editor, 

In a city where the middle class continues 
to shrink, I applaud Senator Klein’s policy 
agenda for the coming year.

The sole purpose of Senator Klein’s plan 
is to put more money back in the pockets of 
hard-working New Yorkers. 

Unfortunately, last week’s edition of the 
Bronx Times mischaracterized his plan as 
“huge spending,” by the government, as op-
posed to the plan’s huge savings for the mid-
dle class.

The majority of Sen. Klein’s proposals are 
tax cuts for middle class families, not new 
spending.

For instance, Sen. Klein wants to give tax 
dollars back to seniors who need help paying 
their utility bills. He wants to make a por-
tion of every parent’s daycare expenses tax 
deductible. And he’s calling on New York 
State to give every middle class commuter a 
tax break for the toll hikes and fare increases 
they’ve been hit with over the years.

Rather than a pile of tax giveaways to 
bankers and developers like most politicians 
propose, Sen. Klein’s plan makes an invest-
ment in the middle class New Yorkers who ac-
tually make up the northeast Bronx.

As a community paper, the Bronx Times 
typically does a great job reporting on impor-
tant issues confronting our neighborhoods. 
But I know that the next time 

policy issues come up, the Bronx Times 
will do a better job of reporting on the com-
mon sense solutions that their elected offi -
cials are fi ghting for.

Joseph A. Mc Manus

(Editor’s note: McManus is Democratic 
State Committeeman for the 80th Assembly 

District)

God works Miracles
Dear editor,

What a miracle GOD worked with Orlando 
the seeing eye dog saving Cecil Willams 

from the subway track!!! Now I know why 
DOG  spelled backwards is GOD AMEN!!!! 

Robert Tribuzio

Obama Handshake
Dear editor,  

Let me remind some people what Abra-
ham Lincoln once said:

“I destroy my enemies when i make them 
my friends” 

Dante Barozzi

Kudos to Vacca
Dear editor,

Whenever you want help of any kind, go to 
Jimmy Vacca’s offi ce. There are angels there 
to help you.

I recommend his offi ce to anybody that 
needs any kind of help. His entire staff does 
everything they can to solve your problems 
as quickly and effi ciently as possible. I want 
to thank the Councilman and his entire staff 
for everything they do!

Mrs. Gladys Garibaldi

Koppel farewell
Dear editor,

As a result of term limits, my service as a 
Council Member representing the 11th Coun-
cil District is rapidly coming to a close and 
I want to say that it has been an honor and 
a pleasure to serve the community.  Among 
the many pleasures, was the opportunity to 
meet a great many people from all parts of 
the district whose concerns, in many cases, 
matched my own and helped to shape my leg-
islative and community agenda.                   

The priority I gave to educational issues 
is a refl ection, not only of my long-term com-
mitment to bettering education, but also from 
the input I received from parents who were 
worried about overcrowding, the lack of play 
space and the need for additional up-to-date 
technology to help their children compete in 
the 21st century.  I addressed these concerns 
through an allocation of Council resources to 
schools for playgrounds and state-of-the art 
technology, as well as the major renovation 
of a Library and Learning Center on the J.F. 
Kennedy Campus, which will enable students 
attending the eight campus schools to have 
access to the latest sources of information. I 
also strongly advocated for new school build-
ings, especially in Norwood, where we now 
see two new annexes and a new school facil-
ity built or under construction.

People in organizations concerned about 
preserving the environment, a major inter-
est of mine, spoke to me about their own con-
cerns. As a member of the Environmental 
Protection Committee, I helped to translate 
these concerns into legislation that requires 
a recycling program for rechargeable batter-
ies, a ban on the use of Styrofoam cups and 
other measures related to reducing harmful 
emissions. The matter of income inequality 
is one that I and many of my constituents 
share with the incoming Mayor and the Liv-
ing Wage Bill, for which I fought, helps to re-
duce this inequality.

Hearings I held as Chair of the Mental 
Health Committee, convinced me that the 
mental health issues of seniors and young 
children had been neglected and I was suc-
cessful in securing funding for mental health 
services to this vulnerable population.

The new Kingsbridge Library, the con-
struction of a new youth center at Riverdale 
Neighborhood House, improvements to the 
Little League ball fi elds and parks through-
out the district and the installation of surveil-
lance cameras to increase public safety, all 
projects for which I allocated capital funds, 
refl ect community priorities and concerns.

Above all, I am pleased, with the assis-
tance of my staff, who have helped thousands 
and thousands of constituents cut through 
bureaucratic red tape in order to obtain gov-
ernment benefi ts to which they were entitled, 
and to resolve problems related to housing, 
transportation, employment, taxes and other 
vital concerns.

I am truly grateful for having had the op-
portunity to help improve conditions for my 
constituents and other New Yorkers.  I look 

forward to continuing to play a role in im-
proving people’s lives by helping to advance 
progressive democratic policies, which I be-
lieve will benefi t everyone.

Best wishes for a joyful holiday season and 
a happy, healthy and successful New Year.

G. Oliver Koppell

Protest
Dear editor,

In Mr. Reynolds’ latest letter he whines 
about my “misconstruing his points” and 
questions my ability to “understand plain 
English”.

Apparently Ken has a short attention span 
since I carefully, and slowly, explained the 
concept of making inferences in the Septem-
ber 13th edition.

Making inferences is what thoughtful 
readers do; they go beyond the surface de-
tails to uncover additional meaning that is 
suggested or implied by the details, though 
not explicitly stated.

While Reynolds did not come out and di-
rectly say, “I dislike minorities”, the discern-
ing reader can put two and two together and 
infer that this is his true position. If it looks 
like a duck, swims like a duck, and quacks 
like a duck, then it probably is a duck. The 
same applies to individuals who are biased.      

Reynolds claims that his objection to the 
two Hispanic children featured in successive 
issues of the BTR was to denounce “racial fa-
voritism”.  How these photos refl ect “racial 
favoritism” is unexplained.  Perhaps this 
serious situation could be remedied by hav-
ing the photographer use racial quotas when 
shooting his fi lm, and forcing him to pho-
tograph one Caucasian individual and one 
black person for every photo of a Hispanic 
person.  

Mutliculturism is defi ned as “the preser-
vation of different cultures or cultural iden-
tities within a unifi ed society, such as a state 
or nation”.  Mr. Reynolds is a self-described 
“anti-multiculturalist”.

Using Ken’s “logic”, every citizen should 
renounce his or her roots and all people 
should be just like him. What a boring, dark 
world that would be!  

His position mirrors that of the Know 
Nothing movement of the 1850’s which prom-
ised to “purify” American society by limit-
ing or ending the infl uence of immigrants. 
This movement was fearful that the country 
was being overwhelmed by groups who were 
considered hostile to American values.

During his ill-fated run for offi ce Ken sup-
ported a decrease in legal immigration, remi-
niscent of this discredited, and aptly named, 
Know Nothing movement. Yet in an earlier 
letter to BTR, Ken bemoaned the fact that 
immigration from Europe was more limited 
that immigration from other areas.

Similar to others who have sought politi-
cal offi ce, Ken talks from both sides of his 
mouth; some would even characterize this as 
hypocrisy.   

To paraphrase Shakespeare, “Methinks 
Ken doth protest too much”.               

Pasqual Pelosi

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SUBSCRIBING COMMUNITY GROUPS
• Throggs Neck Home Owners Association
• Pelham Bay Taxpayers Community Assoc.
• Schuyler Hill Civic Association
• Ferry Point Civic Association
• Ferry Point Community Advocates
• Chippewa Democratic Club
• Throggs Neck Merchants Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Korony American Legion Post 253
• Locust Point Civic Association
• Spencer Estate Civic Association
• Country Club Civic Association
• Waterbury/LaSalle Community Association
• Samuel Young American Legion Post 620
• Westchester Square/Zerega Improvement 

Organization
• Morris Park Community Association
• Bronx Park East Neighborhood Assoc.
• Van Nest Community Association
• Chester Civic Improvement Association
• Bronx Chamber of Commerce
• Liberty Democratic Association
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1.800.994.MILLS • formanmills.com • FR I-SAT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN 9AM-8PM • MON 9AM-9:30PM • NEW YEAR’S EVE 7AM-8PM • NEW YEAR’S DAY 9AM-9:30PM • THURS 9AM-9:30PM

CLOTHING FACTORY WAREHOUSE

WE WILL NEVER BE UNDERSOLD...EVER!

BUY GOOD!
LOOK GOOD!

4 DAY AFTER HOLIDAY EVENT
THURSDAY THRU SUNDAY

BUY GOOD!
LOOK GOOD!

OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE
& NEW YEAR’S DAY

New Year
Fresh New Fashions

Coats • Fashion Hoodies
Sweaters • Cargo Pants
Sherpa Lined Hoodies
Fashion Jeans & NFL Jerseys

NOW THRU NEW YEAR’S DAY!

COUPON
Bronx
Times

*Maximum discount $10. Up to $20 ticketed price. 1 item only. 1 per customer. Coupon must
be   presented to cashier to receive discount. Cannot be combined with other offers. Not valid on gift certificates or layaway.
Cannot be used on previous purchases. Valid now through 1/1/14 at all Forman Mills.  

ANY ONE
ITEM50%

OFF50%
OFF

MENS BLOWOUT!
$10

Sweaters • Dresses
Denim Jeans • Casual Pants
Fashion Boots
Activewear & More

LADIES BLOWOUT!MENS BLOWOUT! LADIES BLOWOUT!
$10$10 $10

Fashion Jeans • Sweaters • Dresses • Fashion Fleece
Infant & Todder 2-Piece Sets • Ballet Flats & More

GIRLS BLOWOUT!GIRLS BLOWOUT! $5
Polos • Fashion Thermals • Long Sleeve Wovens • Denim Jeans
Sweaters • Fleece Tops & Pants • Fleece Hoodies • Twill Pants & More 

BOYS BLOWOUT!BOYS BLOWOUT! $5

$5
$5

Bronx, NY
156th & Third Ave. 

646-224-0575

Totowa, NJ
670 Union Blvd.
973-785-3118

East Orange, NJ
Main & S. Harrison

973-677-7163 

Elizabeth, NJ
647 Newark Ave.
908-353-0100
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER 
This hope chest was a 

holiday dream chest for 
these struggling families.

The Bronx YMCA in 
Castle Hill held their an-
nual “Hope for the Holiday” 
event provided by The Chil-
dren’s Hope Chest on Satur-
day, Dec. 14.

The Children’s Hope 
Chest not only helps fami-
lies choose Christmas  gifts 
for their children, but also 
provides clothes and a coat.

 All parents who were 
chosen to come to the an-
nual event received a toy, 
stocking stuffer and books 
as well as a selection of  
clothes and a warm coat 
to bring home for the holi-
days.

The children receiving 
the holiday joy are chosen 
from the Y’s after-school 
programs.

“The parents tell their 
children to feel that the 
gifts come from them, so 
we ask that the children 

don’t come in,” said Ann-
Margaret Gutierrez, the lo-
cal Y’s director of youth and 
families. “They choose the 
gift, it’s wrapped for them, 
and they get to take it back 
home and say, ‘Hey, this is 
from me.’” 

 Ninth year

This year was the ninth 
one for the Y “that we were 

able to bring together some 
very kind and generous 
people with some families 
who need some help this 
holiday season,” said Shar-
lene Brown, the Y’s execu-
tive director.  

The Children’s Hope 
Chest is a local grass-roots 
organization created nine 
years ago to help children 

in need, said Brown.
The group is comprised 

of “concerned individuals 
who wish to promote vol-
unteerism and goodwill in 
an effort to help lift despair 
among local children in 
need,” she said. “By creat-
ing programs and encour-
aging the participation of 
children, The Children’s 
Hope Chest strives to offer 
hope to these children.

Gutierrez explained that 
each volunteer from the 
Hope Chest chooses 20 kids, 
and they go and they go and 
buy toys, clothes and coats 
for each of the kids, out of 
their own money, their own 
pocket.

“The day of the event, 
they also volunteer their 
time to come in and wrap 
the gifts.”

On behalf of the Bronx 
Y, Brown thanked the 
organization”for all you do 
for our families.” 

As for Gutierrez, “I cry 
every year, because to be 

able to provide gifts on 
Christmas to families who 
at one point didn’t think 
they were going to be able 
to offer something to their 
kids, is so emotional for 
me.” 

For more information 
about the Bronx YMCA 
youth programs, visit www.
ymcanyc.org/bronx or con-
tact Ann-Margaret Gutierrez 
at 718-792-9736 or amgutier-
rez@ymcanyc.org. 

Volunteers works with the Bronx YMCA to bring toys to kids

Hope Chest volunteers provide assistance to young shoppers.

Children’s Hope Chest volunteers stand ready to distribute holiday 
toys to needy kids. 

This Hope Chest a winner
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Use Your FLEX SPENDING 
This Holiday Season

Bring a new and unwrapped toy or book to  
Eye Care Unlimited and make a  
less fortunate child smile this Christmas

GIVE the GIFT of  SIGHTf
Gift Certificates and Gift Cards for  

stocking stuffers for practical gift giving!

$75 OFF

 

Complete Pair of Eyeglasses
featuring

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The joy-fi lled spirit of 

the Holiday season visited 
St. Joseph School for the 
Deaf this year...and so did 
Santa. 

For the fi rst time, the 
Smiles Foundation’s an-
nual Christmas toy drive, 
founded four years ago by 
local Throggs Neck mer-
chant Bobby Jean of Antho-
ny’s Flower Farm visited 
St. Joseph School for the 
Deaf in Throggs Neck. Ev-

ery child in the school was 
given a toy and had their 
picture taken with Santa 
Claus on Friday, Dec. 20. 

Jean estimates that this 
year they will distribute 
3,000 toys to children not 
only at St. Joseph, but also 
at the New York Institute 
for Special Education on 
Pelham Parkway, and P.S. 
811, a Soundview school 
that serves autistic chil-
dren. Toys were also dis-
tributed at Montefi ore and 

Jacobi medical centers. 
The Smiles Foundation 

was founded four years ago, 
after a Halloween event 
with special needs kids 
from Co-op City at Antho-
ny’s Flower Farm  at 3240 E. 
Tremont Ave. Jean said he 
saw the smiles on the faces 
of kids who came to paint 
pumpkins, turned to his 
girlfriend, and said that he 
thought he had to do more 
to help at Christmas time.

“I saw the looks on their 

faces from doing a simple 
thing like painting a pump-
kin...and I said I wanted to 
put those smiles on kids 
faces for Christmas,” he 
said. 

The fi rst year, 2,000 toys 
were delivered, the second, 
2,500 toys, and this year 
Jean estimates that they 
will give away about 3,000 
toys.

It is a community ef-
fort, with many groups and 
people helping the busy 
merchant with raising the 
money for toys and deliver-
ing them. He was person-
ally on hand during the toy 
delivery to about 800 chil-
dren at P.S. 811 on Tuesday, 
Dec. 10. 

Joining together as vol-
unteers at the St. Joseph 
School celebration were 
Santa and an elf from the 
Allerton Avenue Hom-
eowners and Tenants As-
sociation, photographer 
Alexander Nilaj, on-site 
coordinator Lilyana Pekic 
from Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj’s offi ce, help from 
the Foundation as well as 

from the Sons of Italy Ugua-
glianza Lodge #83 and the 
Rotary Club of The Bronx, 
and from locally-based 
community organizations 
Mommy’s Mingle and the 
Throggs Neck Merchants 
Association. 

Pekic, who coordinated 
the St. Joseph’s distribution 
on behalf of Assemblyman 
Mark Gjonaj, said she was 
able to help raise money for 
the drive through her mem-
bership in the Lodge and 
Rotary. 

“We are trying to reach 
out to all the children who 

have special needs and 
make sure that they are all 
recognized,” she said. 

St. Joseph’s executive 
director Debra Arles said 
that the gift of toys for ev-
ery child was an “amazing 
gesture.” 

“These children come 
from the neediest homes in 
the borough and the city,” 
she said. “These are New 
York City’s most vulner-
able, and often, economi-
cally neediest young peo-
ple. So this means a lot, and 
their families are always so 
grateful.”

Children at St. Joseph’s with Santa Claus during the Christmas par-
ty. Each student in the school received a toy.    Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Santa visits St. Joseph School

A Trusted Name In The Community For Over 50 Years

CHERICO REAL ESTATE

ONX, NY
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Member FDIC

Michael Maloney 
EVP  |  (914) 768-6808
www.hudsonvalleybank.com

Building Successful Business Relationships

 
$2,000,000 

COMMERCIAL 
MORTGAGE 

 
Real Estate 
Developer  

 
Hunts Point 
Bronx, NY

 
$1,250,000 

COMMERCIAL 
MORTGAGE 

 
Commercial 
��������� 

 
Tremont 

Bronx, NY

 
$60,000 

UNSECURED 
LINE OF CREDIT 

 
Dental  
	
���� 

 
Tremont 

Bronx, NY

 
$225,000 

COMMERCIAL 
MORTGAGE 

 
Commercial 
�������� 

 
Jerome Avenue 

Bronx, NY
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BY BEN KOCHMAN
South Bronx, meet Ran-

dall’s Island.
After a seven year battle 

to link the borough to the 
recreational island off its 
southern tip, the city has 
fi nally cleared an eagerly 
awaited pathway.

City offi cials broke 
ground Dec. 18 on a quarter-
mile pedestrian and bike 
lane that will link the bor-
ough to the island by early 
2015.

The idea had been de-
layed as the city negotiated 
for construction rights with 
nearby property owners.

The city fi nally inked 
a deal for those rights in 
September. Now they’ve 
brought contractors on 
board and started build-
ing the project, which will 
allow Bronxites to easily 
bike, walk or jog over to ac-
cess the 330 acres of fi elds at 
Randall’s Island Park.

A Spruced-up Route

The path will begin at 
132nd Street and run south-
ward under the existing 
Amtrak line. Architects 
will install lighting, fenc-
ing and landscaping along-
side the lanes.

Travelers will then 
travel over a narrow strait 
called the Bronx Kill on an 
existing Con Edison utility 
bridge that the designers, 
Mathews Nielsen Land-
scape Architects (MNLA) 
and HDR, Inc, will outfi t 
with added decking and 
railings, as well as storm-
water-collecting basins.

Locals were relieved 
when the city announced 
in September that it was 
asking for construction 
bids at the site. Bronxites 
who want to bike or walk to 
Randalls Island today are 
re-routed alongside the Tri-
borough/RFK Bridge —a 
path they described as steep 
and smelly.

“It’s dark, the lights are 

out, there’s debris, there’s 
garbage, feces,” Henry Bub-
bins of South Bronx orga-
nization Friends of Brook 
Park told the Bronx Times 
back then. “ It’s very unin-

viting for a family pushing 
a shopping cart to go have 
a picnic up and down those 
hills.”

‘Easement’ Issues

The idea for the lane was 

proposed in 2006, but the 
plan was delayed as the city 
negotiated for “easements” 
—the legal right to build on 
someone else’s property—
with the adjacent area’s 

property owners, which in-
cluded Harlem River Yard 
Ventures and The New York 
Post.  (The Bronx Times-
Reporter is owned by News 
Corporation, which owns 
the Post).

Funding for the project 
came from both the federal 
and state budgets. The city 
has not disclosed the details 
of the agreement.

“This project has been 
a challenge, but when that 
fi rst Bronx child crosses to 
play at Randall’s island, it 
will all be worth it,” said 
Congressman Jose Serrano, 
one of many elected offi cials 
who pushed for the project’s 
funding. 

The lane is part of a 
larger city initiative called 
the South Bronx Green-
way, announced by Mayor 
Bloomberg in 2006, which 
calls for nearly 1.5 miles of 
waterfront land and 12 new 
waterfront acres in Hunts 
Point and Port Morris.

City begins building pathway to recreational island

The city is set to tear down this gate and get to building a bike path between the South Bronx and 
Randall’s Island.                                         Photo by David Cruz 

Randall’s Island, here we come
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
DON’T smoke ‘em if 

you got ‘em.
At least not anywhere 

near this hospital.
St. Barnabas Hospital 

has been recognized by 
the New York City Depart-
ment of Health and Mental 
Hygiene for its tobacco-
free initiative, receiving a 
Bronze Star.

“We commend St. 
Barnabas’s effort to help 
New Yorkers quit smok-
ing by creating a tobacco-
free campus for staff, pa-
tients and visitors, which 
includes providing em-
ployees with the best pos-
sible tobacco-cessation 
services,” said NYC Health 
Commissioner Dr. Thomas 
Farley.  “St. Barnabas Hos-
pital is leading the way in 
creating healthier envi-
ronments and services for 
their employees and set-
ting an example for other 
New York City area hospi-
tals.”

 To achieve Bronze Star 
status, a hospital must 
agree to adopt a corporate 
“culture of wellness;” com-
municate its tobacco-free 
campus policy to employ-
ees, visitors and patients; 
and identify employees 
who use tobacco and pro-
vide cessation services to 
them. 

 “We’re extremely 
proud of this recognition 
from the Department of 
Health,” said Arlene Al-
lende, senior vice-presi-
dent of community affairs 
and intergovernmental 
relations at the central 
Bronx hospital.  “It speaks 
to the success of the efforts 
we’ve made over the years 
in achieving a tobacco-
free campus.”

 This is the second 
smoking cessation honor 
for the hospital under the 
leadership of its president, 
Dr. Scott Cooper, an active 
pulmonologist. In May 
2009, the then City Council 

Health Committee Chair-
person Joel Rivera pre-
sented SBH with an award 
on the first anniversary of 
having a smoke-free hospi-
tal campus.

According to the De-
partment of Health, while 
the adult smoking rate 
among New Yorkers is be-
low the national average 
of 14.8 percent, there are 
still nearly one million 
city residents who smoke. 

 The department’s to-
bacco-free hospitals cam-
paign assists hospitals 
across New York City to 
create tobacco-free cam-
puses and comprehensive 
cessation programs for 
their employees and pa-
tients.  The project – which 
consists of a collabora-
tion between the depart-
ment and NC Prevention 
Partners – is supported 
through funding from the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

Smoke-free St. Barnabas 
Hospital recognized by DOH

On Thursday, December 5, the Westchester Square BID held a holiday tree lighting. Included at 
the event were (l-r)  Ben Randazzo, chief-of-staff for Assemblyman Michael Benedetto; Com-
munity Board 10 District Manager Kenneth Kearns; Senator Jeff Klein; Thomas Messina, repre-
senting Congressman Joe Crowley; John Morano of Community Board 10 with is son; Lisa Sorin, 
Executive Director of the Westchester Square BID.

LIGHTING UP THE SQUARE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
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SECURITY DRUGS

Santa and his Elves visited the Westchester Square BID Santa Wonderland on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7th.

SANTA AND HIS ELVES VISIT THE SQUARE

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
It may be the end of 

road for Loehmann’s wom-
en’s clothing department 
stores.

The Bronx-based chain, 
whose footprint in the boro 
has gotten smaller over the 
course of several years, has 
fi led for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection and reor-
ganization once again. 

The chain had $100 to 
$500 million in debts, and 
about $50 to $100 million in 
assets in the bankruptcy pe-
tition fi led in United States 
Bankruptcy Court on Sun-
day, Dec. 15. It is the third 
such fi ling by the company, 
according to published re-
ports.  

The only Loehmann’s 
retail location in the bor-
ough is in Kingsbridge, at 
5740 Broadway, while their 
headquarters is at 2500 
Halsey St. near Westchester 
Square, in a now nearly 
empty building that was 
used as a large distribu-
tion center for Loehmann’s. 
Sources said the company 
now only uses a small por-
tion of the building.

“The distribution and 
the corporate center are 
still there, and that will not 
change in the foreseeable 
future,” company spokes-
woman Melissa Kranz said 
of the Halsey Street loca-
tion. The building also of-
fers offi ce space for Affi nity 
Health Plans and the Bronx 
chapter of the United Fed-
eration of Teachers. 

Kranz said that the re-
tail stores will remain 
open.

“Certainly when it 
comes to stores, we don’t 
want people to think the 
stores are closed,” she said. 
“We want people to under-
stand that the stores are 
still open and will remain 
open.”  

A reorganization plan 
will be determined by the 
judge in the case, she said. 
The next court date is in 
January. 

Assemblyman Jeff Di-
nowitz, who represents the 
Broadway commercial cor-
ridor home to Loehmann’s 
only Bronx retail location, 
in a building that used to 
be a skating rink, indicated 

that the fate of the store is 
not yet clear. 

“I have read about Loe-
hmann’s Chapter 11 fi ling,” 
he said. “That doesn’t nec-
essarily mean that they are 
going to close, and I hope 
that they don’t.” 

But if they do, Dinow-
itz said that the project is 
located next to a new mall 
with a BJs and other stores 
on the former site of the 
Stella D’oro bakery. 

“I would say that there 
would be a very strong 
demand by developers to 
build more shopping there, 
especially in light of all 
the development that has 
taken place there in recent 
years,” he said. “It is prime 
territory.” 

He called Loehmann’s a 
Bronx institution and said 
that he would like to see 
them stay. But that if the 
worst happens, he said any 
jobs lost will hopefully be 
offset by increased employ-
ment in new retail stores on 
Broadway, like neighbor-
ing BJs, which is expected 
to open in March. 

Loehmann’s at the end? 
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for exciting  
new experiences.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com
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GARLICK
FUNERAL HOMES
LOUIS HIRSCH & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Providing quality services
at affordable prices.

14 Le Count Place
New Rochelle, NY 10801

914-235-5341
www.garlickfuneralhomes.com

914-637-4674
www.louishirschandsons.com

Chapel Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$5,385

Graveside Service
including traditional

orthodox casket

$4,790

The price of the recommended caskets in the above offerings which include caskets is $495 for traditional and $795 for graveside. The cas-

kets included in the above offerings are recommendations only. You are not required to purchase these or any other casket or container as 

part of this offering. All of the components of these offerings may be purchased separately if you prefer, and pricing will be the same whether 

purchased separately or as a component of one of these groupings. New York state law mandates that all contracts for prearranged funeral 

agreements executed by applicants for, or recipients of, supplemental social security income or medical assistance be irrevocable.

The College of New Ro-
chelle’s Wellness Center 
has received the 2013 Silver 
Award from the Society of 
American Registered Ar-
chitects.

The latest award adds to 
the long list of awards be-
stowed upon The Wellness 
Center designed by ikon.5, 
a Princeton, New Jersey 
based architectural fi rm.

The two-story, 
54,000-square-foot structure 
includes a 1,500-seat gym-
nasium, competition-size 
pool, suspended running 
track, fi tness and aerobics 
center, and classrooms.

The use of recyclable and 
natural materials, such as a 
grass roof, day lighting, and 
ground-source heat pumps 
among other features, 
earned the building LEED-
Silver certifi cation for envi-
ronmental effi ciency.

According to the Soci-
ety, The Wellness Center, 
completed in 2008, “merges 

the relationship between 
building and landscape, 
and in doing so reduces en-
ergy consumption and dem-
onstrates good stewardship 
of the earth.”

 The jury noted the “rich 
use of materials and sculpt-
ing light,” and that the Cen-
ter’s design and execution 
effectively “rejuvenates the 
body and mind.”

Ikon.5 Principal Joseph 
G. Tattoni noted, “This 
award not only recognizes 
the architect, but more im-
portantly, the clients who 
support and encourage ex-
cellence.”

Like depictions of the 
Garden of Eden, ikon.5 ar-
chitects designed The Well-
ness Center to be a sheltered 
meditative precinct re-
moved from the urban dis-
tractions of metropolitan 
New York that surround it.

Local granite, concrete, 
colored glass panels, and 
land, comprise a large per-

centage of the building’s 
construction materials.

College President Judith 
Huntington described the 
Center as a place “to pro-
mote wellness of the body, 
mind, and spirit.”

She stressed the tremen-
dous impact the Center’s 
technologically advanced 
class and offi ce space has 

had on teaching and learn-
ing at the college.

As a new home for the 
college’s Blue Angels ath-
letic teams (NCAA Division 
III volleyball, basketball, 
swimming, cross country, 
tennis and softball), Hun-
tington elaborated that the 
Center has “directly con-
tributed to our ability to 

draw high quality athletes 
to the College.”

As planned, The Well-
ness Center additionally 
serves as a versatile com-
munity resource. “The Cen-
ter has recently hosted New 
York State’s Section 1 Girls’ 
Basketball tournament, 
welcomed Westchester and 
Putnam county Special 

Olympics competitions, 
hosted the National His-
panic College Fair, and is 
used by local schools and 
sports organizations to 
supplement their facilities,” 
noted Huntington.

The Society’s award 
is the latest in a string of 
honors The Wellness Cen-
ter has received. In 2010, it 
was one of 47 honorees out 
of 1,000 entries to receive 
the American Architecture 
Award from the Chicago 
Athenaeum: Museum of 
Architecture. It has been 
honored by the New York, 
Westchester/Mid-Hudson, 
and New Jersey chapters of 
the American Institute of 
Architects.

The Celebration of Ar-
chitecture and Design 
Award Program was held 
at the One UN Plaza Hotel, 
during the Society’s 57th 
National Conference on Oc-
tober 11.

Silver Award for College of New Rochelle’s gym

College of New Rochelle’s Wellness Center, which received the 2013 Silver Award.

This Wellness Center a winner
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CHEEKS      NECK                           UPPER ARMS                  STOMACH                        BUTT  THIGHS

JAWLINE

Got Hair? llc
M E DIC A L  A E S T H E TIC S

3611A East Tremont Ave.  Bronx, NY 347-281-5576

Fillers
Injections

The New Generation of 
SKIN TIGHTENING is here...

Offering the latest in
Laser Hair Removal    Botox    Fillers

Skin Tightening    Sclerotherapy
FREE CONSULTATION

“Look as beautiful as you are...”

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

BEFORE AFTER

GET READY 
FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS!
Sign Up For 

Two Body Parts 
And Get The

Third Body Part 

½ OFF!
Free consultation. Limited Time Offer.

LAZER HAIR REMOVAL EXTRAVAGANZA
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Calvary Hospital held 
a ribbon cutting ceremony 
on Tuesday, December 3, 
for the Kosher Hospitality 
Room and Shabbos Lounge 
at the hospital’s Bronx 
campus. More than 110 
people attended the joyous 
occasion. Yeshiva Univer-
sity and Chesed 24/7 par-
ticipated in the ceremony 
as well.

Calvary’s Kosher 
Hospitality Room

One year ago, Calvary 
and Yeshiva University/
RIETS announced a col-
laboration to provide the 
observant Jewish commu-
nity with information and 
options for end-of-life care 
in accordance with Jewish 
law. Chesed 24/7, which 
sponsors the Hospital’s 
Kosher Hospitality Room, 
recognized Calvary for 

its efforts on behalf of the 
Jewish community.

Each year, the Hospital 
cares for hundreds of Jew-
ish patients at their Bronx 
hospital, 25-bed Brook-
lyn Satellite at Lutheran 
Medical Center, as well as 
with home care and home 
hospice throughout the 
greater New York area. 

(L-r) Rabbi Shulim Greenberg, Executive Director, Chesed 24/7; Michael J. Brescia, MD, Executive Medi-
cal Director, Calvary; Edward R. Burns, MD, executive dean of the Albert Einstein College of Medicine of 
Yeshiva University; and Frank A. Calamari, President & CEO, Calvary.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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Hold tight to theMemories...
May you and your family 

have a very happy holiday.

726 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY

(718) 828-1800
www.LuccheseFuneralHome.com

This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese 
(NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

Joseph A. Lucchese
F U N E R A L  H O M E ,  I N C .
R i b u s t e l l o  &  S o n ,  I n c .
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3231 East Tremont Ave.
Bronx, NY 10461
718–597–5800

Urgent Care
5665 Riverdale Ave.

Bronx, NY 10471

Urgent
Care

Open 7 Days & Evenings

Most Major Insurances Accepted

No Appointment Needed

2304 Eastchester Rd.
Bronx, NY

347–913–4333

www.throggsneckwalkin.com
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Bronx
 Automotive Guide CARS

CARS
CARS

Year End Savings!
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SHOWROOM HOURS: Mon. - Thurs. 9am to 8pm, Fri. & Sat. 9am to 6pm

25 West Post Road, White Plains, NY
CALL TOLL FREE1-888-258-1561

MUST PRESENT THIS ADVERTISEMENT AT THE TIME OF SALE IN ORDER TO RECEIVE ADVERTISED PRICES ON ADVERTISED VEHICLES. Prices incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except tax,
title & MV fees. Prices incl all available manf rebates/incentives. Leases incl 10,500 mi/yr @ 20¢/mi over, lessees resp for maint and excess wear/tear, ttl pymts/purch opt: Lincoln MKZ $14,004/$21,380.75,
Lincoln MKX $11,256/$29,020.10. All offers subj to primary lender approval. Not resp for typo errors. Offers expire 12/31/13. NYSDMV#7079607.

WhitePlainsLincoln.com SINCE 1980

2009 Lincoln 
MKS AWD

New 2014 Lincoln MKZ

$389

$22,990

CERTIFIED! auto, a/c, navigation,
mnrf, 36,121 mi, stk# U4287

4 cyl, auto, a/c, rear camera, reverse sens-
ing pkg, vin#3L-ER800197, MSRP $37,965.
Lease incl $500 Red Carpet Lease rebate
& req $1884 due at signing, which incl 1st
mo pymt, no sec dep req & excl tax, title &
MV fees.

NOW LEASE FOR

PER MO • 36 MOS

New 2013 Lincoln MKX AWD
6 cyl, auto, a/c, p/w/l, rear camera, blind spot
monitoring, reverse sensing pkg, 
vin#2L-DBL35429, MSRP $45,370. Lease incl
$2000 Red Carpet Lease rebate & req $1995
due at signing, which incl 1st mo pymt, no sec
dep req & excl tax, title & MV fees.

2012 Lincoln 
MKZ AWD

$22,990

CERTIFIED! auto, a/c, mnrf, chrome
pkg, 9,679 mi, stk# U4207

2011 Lincoln 
Town Car

$23,990

CERTIFIED! auto, a/c, CD, lthr,
50,640 mi, stk# U4291 

2010 Lincoln  
MKX

$25,990

CERTIFIED! auto, a/c, vista roof,
chrome whls, 32,958 mi, stk# U4225

2012 Lincoln
MKZ AWD

$22,990

CERTIFIED! auto, a/c, mnrf, balance of 100,000
mile warranty, 13,181 mi, stk# U4165

2010 Lincoln 
MKT

$26,990

CERTIFIED! auto, a/c, navigation, mnrf,
blk/blk, 34,536 mi, stk# U4279

0%
Up to 48 mos on Lincoln MKS
and up to 36 mos on Lincoln
MKZ/Lincoln MKZ Hybrid in lieu
of factory rebates to qual buyers

APR Financing

• Meticulous 200-Point inspection by factory trained technicians
• The confidence of a 6-year/100,000-mile comprehensive warranty coverage

$412
WAS

PER MO • 36 MOS
Until 12/31!

$469
NOW LEASE FOR

PER MO • 24 MOS

$498
WAS

PER MO • 24 MOS
Until 12/31!

L
E

X
IN

G
T

O
N

 A
V

E
N

U
E

M
A

M
A

R
O

N
E

C
K

 A
V

E
N

U
E

WHITE
PLAINS

HOSPITAL

GALLERIA

THE
WESTCHESTER

THE CHEESECAKE FACTORY

WEST POST ROAD (RT. 22)

MAPLE AVENUE

W.P. LINCOLN

YEAR END SPECIAL
We'll include a remote starter and alarm with every

Certified Pre-Owed car purchase! ($595 value)

"Happy Holidays!"
Jay Reyes

General Manager

"Happy Holidays!"
Jay Reyes

General ManagerOur Best Prices
Of The Year!
Large Inventory!
Incredible Savings!
Last Chance This Year... Ends December 31st!

Our Best Prices
Of The Year!
Large Inventory!
Incredible Savings!
Last Chance This Year... Ends December 31st!

Our Best Prices
Of The Year!
Large Inventory!
Incredible Savings!
Last Chance This Year... Ends December 31st!

Our Best Prices
Of The Year!
Large Inventory!
Incredible Savings!
Last Chance This Year... Ends December 31st!

Our Best Prices
Of The Year!
Large Inventory!
Incredible Savings!
Last Chance This Year... Ends December 31st!

Our Best Prices
Of The Year!
Large Inventory!
Incredible Savings!
Last Chance This Year... Ends December 31st!
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500 Tarrytown Rd.  White Plains, NY 10607 

1-888-685-8863  
www.WhitePlainsNissan.com

Unlike Most Other Dealerships, 
We Care About You...And Your Car.

Prices incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except for license, reg., taxes,  destination fees & dealer installed items. *To qualified buyers thru primary lender up to 36 months.  All leases to 
qualified buyers thru primary lender. Leases  are closed end with purchase option listed above.  Lessee responsible for maintenance, repair, excess wear & tear. Must finance through NMAC 
& subject to primary lender approval.  †To qualify for college grad rebate, you must have a 2 year degree from an accredited college within 2 years of purchase. Mileage 10k per year, 15¢ 
thereafter.  Manufacturer’s programs subject to change without notice. All offers, if qualified. Photos for display purposes only.  Not responsible for typos, errors or omissions.  Offers expire 1/2/14.

NEW 2014 NISSAN ALTIMA

NEW 2014 NISSAN MURANO

NEW 2014 NISSAN ROGUE

NEW 2013 NISSAN JUKE

NEW 2014 NISSAN MAXIMA
LEASE 
FOR $156PER MO/ 

36 MOS.

LEASE 
FOR $289PER MO/ 

39 MOS.

LEASE 
FOR $189PER MO/ 

39 MOS.

LEASE 
FOR $189PER MO/ 

39 MOS.

LEASE 
FOR $199 PER MO/ 

39 MOS.

FWD, 4 cyl, A/C, ABS, Auto, MSRP: $25,095. VIN# 114067, STK# AL40031, 
model# 13114, 1 or more avail at this price. Residual: $14,024. Lease includes 

$600 college grad rebate (if qual)† & req $995 down plus tax and fees.

AWD, V6, A/C, ABS, Auto, MSRP: $34,320. VIN# 321378, STK# 
MU31063, model# 23413, 1 or more avail at this price. Residual: 

$17,846. Lease req $995 down plus tax and fees.

AWD, A/C, ABS, 4 cyl, Auto, MSRP: $22,795. VIN# 144436, 
STK# RO31046, model# 22213, 1 or more avail at this price. 
Residual: $12,081. Lease includes $600 college grad rebate (if 

qual)† & req $995 down plus tax and fees. 

AWD, 4 cyl, A/C, ABS, Auto, MSRP: $22,120. VIN# 225498, STK# 
JU31004, model# 20213, 1 or more avail at this price. Residual: 
$12,608. Lease includes $600 college grad rebate (if qual)† & req $995 

down plus tax and fees.

FWD, V6, A/C, ABS, Auto, MSRP: $32,315. VIN# 839172, STK# 
MA30760, model# 16113, 1 or more avail at this price. Residual: 

$17,773. Lease req $995 down plus tax and fees.

NEW 2014 NISSAN ALTIMA

0%
APR

FINANCING*
FOR 36 MONTHS

$1,500
RECEIVE UP TO

IN DEALER CASH
 TOWARDS SELECT MODELS!

OFFERS END JANUARY 2nd!
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NewRochelleChevrolet.com
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*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subject to change without notice. Payments includes all dealer incentives - must qualify. Total payments/purchase option = Impreza: $5724/$11,922; Outback: $7740/$15,924; Forester: $6444/$15,087. Payments incl. all rebates 
to dlr. Leases based on 10k miles per year/15¢ per mile over. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear & maintenance. All Advertised vehicles require $2500 due at signing+$595 bank fee+1st month’s payment+tax & tags. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to qualify. 
Must take del. from dealers stock by 12/31/13. Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. All prices include manufactures rebate to dealer. Photos are for illus. purposes only. Not reps. for typo. errors. NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

888 290 0338
3201 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subject to change w

$159 *

New 2013 Subaru

Impreza 2.5i Prem. AWD

Lease Per Mo. 36 Mos.
Stk#6128S, 5dr, 4cyl, CVT auto, pwr/wind/steer/locks/ABS/mirrors, AM/FM/CD, all 
weather floor mats, remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise. MSRP $23,948.*Due at signing: 
$2500+$595 bank fee+$179 1st pymnt+tax & tags. Subj. to primary lender approval.

$179 *

New 2014 Subaru

Forester 2.5i AWD

Lease Per Mo. 36 Mos.
Stk#6126S, Alloy Wheel Pkg, 5dr, 4cyl, CVT auto, pwr/wind/steer/locks/ABS/mirrors, 
AM/FM/CD, all weather floor mats, remote keyless entry, fog lamps, rear bumper 
cover, tilt, cruise. MSRP $26,140.*Due at signing: $2500+$595 bank fee+$215 1st 
pymnt+tax & tags. Subj. to primary lender approval.

$215 *

New 2014 Subaru

Outback 2.5i AWD

Lease Per Mo. 36 Mos.
S
w
$

$

NNNNNNNN

F

LL

******************************
WWWWWWWWWWWWDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

s.s

******************

s.s

************************************

s.s

OUR LAST 2013  
IN STOCK!!

Stk#5261S, All Weather Pkg, 4dr, 4cyl, CVT auto, pwr/wind/steer/locks/ABS/heated mirrors, Windshield 
Wiper De-Icer, AM/FM/CD, all weather floor mats, remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise. MSRP $21,677.*Due 
at signing: $2500+$595 bank fee+$159 1st pymnt+tax & tags. Subj. to primary lender approval.

NeNeNeNeNeNeNeeeeNeNeNewwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww 2020202222202020200220202022022NeNeNeNeNeNeNNeNeNNNNeNNNNNNNNNNNNN wwwwwww 02202020202220202022020220200202020002020022220022 13131313131313331313133331331 SSSSSSSSSSSSSububububuububububbuuubu ararrrrruuuuuu NNNNNNOUOUOUOUOOOUOUOUOUUOUOUOUOUOUOUUUUUUURRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRR LALALALALALLALALAAAAAASTSTSSSSTSTSTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 2222222220101010101001010100011333333333333NNN 2020202022220202222222220200222222001313131313313133313333333333 SSSSSSSSS bbbbbbbbb

SUMMER  
DREAMIN’  
SALES EVENT

OUR LAST 2013 BRZ        

HOT OFFER!
MileaSubaru.com NEW 2013

BRZ
LIMITED

Available for  
Immediate Delivery. 
See Dealer for Model 

Closeout Pricing.
Stk#5209S. 

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE
FREE FREE
All citizens that need help for FREE CDL TRAINING & JOB PLACEMENT. Come visit us. We can HELP YOU!

Let us check if you are eligible. We can help you register.

C.D.L. TRAINING & JOB PLACEMENT

TRACTOR-TRAILER 

BUS
TRUCKS 

CARS

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT   1-800-235-7737VETERANS VETERANS
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PRICES INCL. ALL COSTS TO CONSUMER EXCEPT TAX, TITLE & DMV FEES. ALL CREDIT SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY PRIMARY LENDER. *LESSEE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAINTENANCE, EXCESSIVE 
WEAR/TEAR AND 15 CENTS/MI. OVER 10,000 MILES/YEAR FOR VEHICLES WITH MSRP LESS THAN $30,000 OR MORE, MILEAGE COST IS 20 CENTS/MI OVER 10,000 MILES/YEAR. OFFERS CANNOT BE 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER ADVERTISED OFFER. SEE DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS OR PROGRAM ALLOWANCE CHANGES PRIOR TO 
PUBLICATION.  PICTURES ARE FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY.  OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/13.  NYSDMV# 7033851. 

NY ACURA

PLEASE
FOLLOW 
US ON:

STORE HOURS: MON - FRI 9AM - 9PM, SAT 9AM - 6PM, SUN 11:30 AM - 5PM

2155 PALMER AVE, LARCHMONT, NY / EXIT 16 OFF I-95 1.888.928.2994
www.acuraofwestchester.com

2014 Acura ILX
Brand New

2014 Acura TL
Brand New

Westchester-driven � Certified Pre-owned Vehicles �   Clean Carfax �   One Owner
2011 TSX: Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth, Sunroof, Ipod Hookup.   19k Miles  Stock# U948  $22,719

2012 TSX: Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth, Sunroof, Air Condition.  36k Miles  Stock# U1266  $20,416

2010 TSX: Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth, Sunroof, Ipod Hookup.   39k Miles  Stock# U1112   $21,593

2011 TL: Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth, Sunroof, Air Condition.   30k Miles  Stock# U1036  $22,969

2011 TL: Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth, Sunroof, ipod Hookup.   27k miles.  Stock #U1166  $23,895

2011 TL: Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth, Sunroof, ipod Hookup.   25k miles.  Stock #U1135  $24,900

2012 TL: Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth, Sunroof, Ipod Hookup.   13k miles. Stock #U1085  $26,797

2011 RDX: AWD, Back Up Camera, Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth.  26k Miles  Stock# U1068  $25,923

2011 MDX: Tech, Navigation, Back Up Camera, Bluetooth, Sunroof.   29k Miles  Stock# U813   $31,709

2011 MDX: AWD, Back Up Camera, Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth.   35k Miles  Stock# U1262  $29,848

2011 MDX: AWD, Back Up Camera, Heated Leather Seats, Bluetooth.  30k Miles  Stock# U1239 $29,568

AVAILABLE FOR 60 MONTHS ON ALL VEHICLES. 
2013/2014 TL, 2013 ZDX, 2014 ILX, 2014 RLX, 
2013/2014 MDX, 2013/2014 RDX , 2013/2014 TSX
NOV. 5, 2013 THROUGH JAN. 06, 2013. FOR WELL-QUALIFIED BUYERS AND 

BUYERS THAT QUALIFY FOR THE ACURA GRADUATE PROGRAM CRITERIA.  

0.9% APR

LEASE $209 PER MO. FOR 36 MO. $2499 TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING*
MODEL# DE1F3EJNW. Includes down payment with no security deposit. Excludes taxes, titles and fees. 
For well-qualified lessees.

LEASE $309 PER MO. FOR 36 MO. $2499 TOTAL DUE AT SIGNING*
MODEL# UA8F2EJW. Includes down payment with no security deposit. Excludes taxes, titles and fees. 
For well-qualified lessees.

#1 
In Customer 

Service
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Complete Automotive 
Repair Center

Maintained by old school craftsmanship and
state-of-the-art equipment

Serving The Community For
Over 35 Years

Eastwell Automotive
718-892-1717

FULL SERVICE REPAIR

N.Y. STATE EMMISSION TESTING
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888345 5166 
3281 E.Tremont Ave. Bronx, NY

MileaBuickGMC.com

IS AT YOUR  
SERVICE

Mil B i kGMCMil B i kGMCCC

FREE  
27-point Winter Inspection
5-Quart Oil Change, 4-Tire Rotation.
$39.95** With Conventional Oil

$39.95** With Full Synthetic Oil
Everyday Value Price. Excludes diesel engines.

** Balancing tires, tax and more than 5 quarts of oil extra. Most V-6 and 
V-8 engines and other select vehicles require more than 5 quarts of oil.  

For eligible vehicles. Includes oil specified by the vehicle Owner’s Manual, 
including ACDelco dexos synthetic blend (at conventional oil price) for 
2011 and newer vehicles. See dealer for eligible vehicles and details.

FULL FREE DETAIL
valued at

$189
Bring this coupon in to enter for a chance 

for a FULL FREE DETAIL. Get your car 
looking new again with a full exterior and 
interior detail! One drawing weekly will be 
given until February 1st 2013, entry must 

be used with service visit.
*cannot be redeemed for cash value, detail must  

be redeemed within 60 days of winning.

15% Discount 
on GM Parts & Accessories
Limited time, receive 15% off your in shop
parts & accessory order over $99. Includes 
but not limited to all weather mats, running 

boards, vent visors, and much more!

*Coupon not valid with any other offer, must be used over the counter. 
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Limit one per person. Coupon 

does not apply to previous purchases.

With Quality Service  
at Affordable Prices…  

Why go anywhere else?
� �  � �

NYC DCA #0927744. DMV FAC #7070432.

STRAIGHTENING
We provide High tech straightening to 
back to near factory standards

WELDING
High quality TIG Welding for your 
wheel cracks needs

SAND BLASTING
High quality method for 
surface preparations

REFINISHING/RECONDITIONING
High Quality fi nihes with our state of the art CNC 
Lathe and Computerized Color Matching Equipment

POWDER COATING
Custom Colors and texture to
make your wheels stand out

ALLOY WHEEL REPAIR

24/48-Hour
Turnaround Service

Full Service
Reconditioning and

Straightening Services
Provided

We Stock Factory
OEM Wheels

FREE Pick-up
and Delivery

Follow Us On

Facebook

Ask For Our Lease Return Specials.
Don’t Get Over Charged By The Dealer

“WE DO 
THE RIGHT 

THING”

Retail
Location With 

Wholesale 
Pricing!

FREE

BETTER GAS MILEAGE
LONGER TIRE LIFE

IMPROVED HANDLING
DECREASE WHEEL CORROSION

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY TIRES!
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914.965.2400
561 Central Park Ave.Yonkers, NY 10704

Mon-Thur: 9-8, Fri: 9-6,
Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11-3.

OPEN SUNDAYS
11-3 THRU DECEMBER

5

Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads. All advertised pricing include all costs to be paid by a consumer except license, registration, & taxes. Must take delivery from dealer’s stock by 12/31/13. Vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Prices exclude 
all tax, tags and DMV fees. ^On select models for qualified buyers. See dealer for complete details. Photos are for il lustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors and vehicles sold prior to publication date. DMV#2600376.

SA
ME

 DA
Y 

DE
LIV

ERY

'12 Chevrolet Cruze
4cyl, 2dr, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/l/m, A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt,  

cruise, 33,629 miles, Very Economical, Stk#128905 .....................................

$14,992
'10 Chevrolet Traverse LT AWD
6cyl, 5dr, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/l/m, A/C, AM/FM/CD,  

keyless entry, tilt, cruise, 75,876 mi. Stk#108982 ..........................................

$16,895
'13 Chevrolet Captiva
4cyl, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/l/m, A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise,  

keyless entry, tinted glass, 21,889 rental miles, Stk#138961R ......................

$18,992

'13 Buick Verano
4cyl, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/l/m/sts/moonroof, alarm, A/C,  

AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise, keyless entry, 5,129 miles, Stk#138951 ....................

$19,986
'13 Chevrolet Express Van
6cyl, auto, pwr/st/ABS, A/C, AM/FM, 12,417 rental miles,  

Mint Condition, Stk#138979R ........................................................................

$21,722
'13 Chevrolet Suburban 4x4
8cyl, 5dr, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/l/m/leatherseats, A/C, AM/FM/CD/DVD,  

keyless entry, tilt, cruise, 32,489 rental mi. Stk#138900R ..............................

$38,975

$$

$$

an
............................

$$$$$$
8951

$$$$$$

Why Buy New When You 
Can Get
Pre-Owned

0% APR
Financing Avail 

for 36 mos. for qual.  
buyers on  

select 
models^

STANDARD CPO  
MAINTENANCE PLAN

TWO AUTO  
WARRANTIES

ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE

172-POINTS 
VEHICLE INSPECTION

3 DAY/150-MILES
GUARANTEE

VEHICLE  
HISTORY REPORT

ONSTAR  
TRIAL OFFER

SIRIUSXM™
TRIAL OFFER

 
® ®

$18,887Buy
For

$21,839Buy
For

6cyl, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/l/m/moonroof, A/C, 
AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise, 61k one owner miles, 

Stk#78985

6cyl, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/l/m/leather sts/
moonroof, A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise, 61k 

miles, Stk#88983

6cyl, 2dr, auto, pwr/st/ABS/w/l/m/sts, 
A/C, AM/FM/CD, tilt, cruise, 8,235 miles, 

Stk#138979

$10,785Buy
For

'13 Chevrolet  

Camaro
'08 Mercedes  

C300 4Matic
'07 Mitsubishi  

Outlander 4x4
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One agency for all your insurance needs.

THE  WRIGHT AGENCY
718-671-8000

I can help you bundle and save.
�����������	�
�����	�	��������	�������������������	�����������������	�����
����	�
������������������������	���	������
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

(718) 354-3834

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

The Bronx Council on 

the Arts’ Bronx Writers 
Center will present In Prog-
ress: Activating Scenes on 
Monday, January 13 (6:30-
8:30pm), a free monthly 
hands-on fi ction and cre-
ative non-fi ction workshop 
held at the future home of the 
Bronx Council on the Arts 
(2700 E Tremont Avenue) 
near Westchester Square. 
Admission is free and all are 
welcome! Reserve your seat 
at https://inprogress1132014.
eventbrite.com

Charlie Vázquez—pub-
lished author, freelance edi-
tor and Director of the Bronx 
Writers Center—will lead 
this two-hour workshop, 
which begins with a 6:30-
7:00pm speed writing ses-
sion.

Attendees will have an 
opportunity to share their 
work with fellow writers. 
The group will then discuss 
summary and description 
versus “activation of a scene” 
in published texts.

Bring works-in-progress, 
a notebook, and pens. Get 
feedback and make friends! 
Info: www.bronxarts.org

Contact: bronxwriters@
bronxarts.org or 718-931-9500 
(x21)

The Bronx Writers Cen-
ter supports and develops 

the appetite for writing and 
reading in the Bronx, and 
searches for and promotes 
new community voices and 
audiences via literary and 
literacy programs. 

The Bronx Council on the 
Arts is celebrating 50 years 
as a private, non-profi t mem-
bership organization that is 
the offi cial cultural agency 
of Bronx County. Recognized 
nationally as a leading arts 
service organization in pro-
viding cultural services and 
arts programs, BCA serves 
a multicultural constitu-
ency of almost 1.4 million 
residents. BCA provides an 
array of services to 5,000 art-
ists and more than 250 arts 
and community-based orga-
nizations.

The Bronx Writers Cen-
ter, a program of the Bronx 
Council on the Arts, is sup-
ported by the New York City 
Department of Cultural Af-
fairs, Robert A. Bowne Foun-
dation, the New York State 
Council on the Arts’ Litera-
ture Program, NYC Council 
Member James Vacca,  New 
York City Department of 
Youth and Community De-
velopment, Arts Midwest, 
the Scherman Foundation, 
the Lambent Foundation, 
NYC Department of Small 
Business Services/Avenue 

NYC and the Westchester 
Square Branch of the New 
York Public Library.

* * *

The Morris Park Li-

brary holds a resume clinic 
every two weeks. It will help 
revise a resume and show 
how to maintain an air of 
confi dence during inter-
views. Space is limited and 
the workshop is offered to 
patrons on a fi rst come, fi rst 
serve. For more information, 
call the library, at 985 Morris 
Park Ave., 718.931.0892 or go 
to www.nypl.org.

* * *

SUNY North Bronx Ca-

reer Counseling and Out-

reach Center offers a num-
ber of tuition free programs 
and services that are offered 
both day and night for educa-
tional and vocational train-
ing.

They include GED prep-
aration, computer literacy 
and Microsoft Certifi ca-
tion, as well as ATTAIN Lab 
Computer based training 
program such as Pre: Home 
Health Aide, Can, Security, 
Building Maintenance, Of-
fi ce Skills, Customer Service 
and more.

The center is located at 
2901 White Plains Road. For 
further information, call 718 
547-1001.

A traditional Yuletide celebration, White Christmas at the Scott Place Cafe, was a festive party at the 
Throggs Neck cafe on Friday, Dec 20. The event was hosted by cafe owners Vinny Tolentino and John 
Collazzi, and is a continuation of an annual Christmas tradition Collazzi began when he was the owner/
publisher of the The Bronx Times Reporter. First guests were treated to a buffet of an eclectic menu 
with White Castle hamburgers, white pizza, white chocolate, White Rock soda, and white wine - all in 
keeping with the “White Christmas” theme. Then, popular entertainer Gene DiNapoli performed holi-
day classics and oldies. Enjoying the festivities are (front, 1-r) Bunny Addeo, Sandy Belviso, (back, l-r) 
Vinny Tolentino, Frank Belviso, and Frank Agovino.                    Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

A WHITE CHRISTMAS AT SCOTT PLACE CAFE
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LIBERTY DEMS 6TH ANNUAL AWARDS

The Liberty Democratic Association gathered for its 6th Annual Awards Dinner at Maestro’s on Thurs-
day, Dec. 12.

(Above) The honorees got together for a team shot. Photo by Austin Crimmins

ST. ANTHONY’S RELICS VISIT THE BOROUGH

LASORSA HOLDS ANNUAL TOY DRIVE

Saint Anthony of Padua him-
self visited the Bronx Dec. 13 
—well, not really, but at least a 
precious relic from his Baslica 
made an appearance. A St. An-
thony’s messenger fl ew in from 
Padua, Italy for a veneration 
followed by a mass at St. Lucy’s 
Church.

(Right) One woman got 
into the spirit with her grand-
son in tow.    Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

KALIE GILL FAMILY BENEFIT CONCERT

St. Barnabas High School held a benefi t concert in its chapel Friday, Dec. 13 for the Gill family, who lost 
their 15-year-old daughter Kalie in a car collision Oct. 11. Kalie’s younger sister Lindsey, 12, was also 
seriously injured in the crash.

(Above) Ursuline School Glee Club belted out its own tunes.                  Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

2ND ANNUAL
LIGHT OF

REMEMBRANCE
MASS CELEBRATED
Joseph A. Lucchese funeral home 
hosted its second annual Light of Re-
membrance Mass at Our Lady of Solace 
Church Dec. 14. Families who recently 
lost loved ones gathered at the church.

(Left) Emily Cancel and Evelyn Gar-
cia light a candle for their late friend 
Sylvia Santiago.-         Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

LaSorsa Auto Group held a toy 
drive at its storeroom on 3510 
Webster Avenue. The collected 
toys were donated to the Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Montefi ore 
Medical Center.

(Above) Melinda Rodri-
guez helps Sofi a select a deli-
cious cup cake.

(Right) Mercy Mino 
and Brianna Fromptha with 
Santa...er, James Murray, at 
the LaSorsa toy drive. Photos 

by Silvio Pacifi co
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OLYMPIC FIGURE SKATER VISITS KIPS BAY

 ST. RAYMOND ELEMENTARY XMAS SHOW

BP DIAZ MEETS WITH ISRAELI CONSUL GENERAL

(Above) Olympic fi gure skater and Dancing with the Stars champ Kristi Yamaguchi ice-skated with 
children from Kips Bay Boys & Girls Club on Randall Avenue in Soundview on Thursday, Dec. 12. Yama-
guchi also had a question and answer session with the children, and the young people performed an 
inspiring song called “Dream” they created and recorded with Gladys Knight. Walmart donated jackets 
and hats for the young skaters. 

(Right) Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. and Ido Aharoni, 
the Consul General of Israel 
in New York, met in the Bronx 
On Wednesday, December 18 to 
discuss ways their two offi ces 
could work together in the fu-
ture on a variety of issues. 
Borough President Diaz and 
Consul General Aharoni also 
exchanged gifts representing 
the Bronx and Israel.  
Photo courtesy of Borough President Diaz 
Jr. 

BRONX RED HAT ROSES TOY DRIVE
(Left) The Bronx Red Hat Roses 
held their annual toy drive and 
Christmas party at Rino’s in 
Throggs Neck on Tuesday, Dec. 
17. Firefi ghters from Engine 
Company 89 stopped by to pick 
up the toys the Red Hats col-
lected under the direction of 
Red Hat chapter Queen Anne 
Marie Correale. 

Photo by Walter Pofedlt 

St. Raymond Elementary School held their annual Christmas Show with “The Most Wonderful Time of 
the Year” as its theme in a two-day extravaganza on Tuesday, December 17 and Wednesday, December 
18. The pre-K and Grades One, Three, and Five performed the fi rst night, and the Kindergarten, and 
Grades Two and Four performed the second. The school’s Bell Choir, Cheerleaders, and Marching Band 
also performed in the school auditorium both evenings.                Photos by Walter Pofeldt

(Above) Children perform holiday concert.
(Below) Students bring out the joys of the holidays.

BTR WOMEN’S COMMITTEE HOLIDAY FUN
On Wednesday, December 18, the Bronx Times Reporter 25 Bronx Infl uential Women Committee met at 
the Wicked Wolf to ring in the holidays.

(Above, l-r) Anna Vincenty of Congressman Jose E. Serrano offi ce; Geri Sciortino, owner of Bronx 
Design Group; (standing) Lisa Sorin, president of the Westchester Square BID; Rosemary DeLuca of the 
Bronx Zoo; Laura Guerriero, publisher of the Bronx Times Reporter; and Elizabeth Figueroa of the New 
York Botanical Garden.
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The Wicked Wolf
Restaurant & Bar

4029 East Tremont A 0

$14.95Delivery Service Available CHECK OUT OUR MENU ON-LINE AT:
WWW.WICKEDWOLFNY.COM

CELEBRATE
New Years Eve with

Come Party with the

neighborhood
No cover, Buffet and Champagne at 

Midnight and hats and noisemakers

Galore...

RING IN 2014 AT THE WOLF

We Now Have Parking  
In Our New Lot! 

In The Service Station  
On The Corner Of Gerber 

and East Tremont

Serving New Year’s  
Eve Dinner

Call For Your Reservation

Serving Brunch
New Year’s Day  

From 12pm–3pm

We Are Also Serving  

Lunch and Dinner

WE WOULD LIKE TO  

WISH EVERYONE A  

HAPPY & HEALTHY  

NEW YEAR!
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Condo? Co-Op? Rental?
To you it’s simply “Home.”

1435 E. Gun Hill Rd.
Bronx

The Wright Agency
(718) 671-8000

Ask me about the kinds of policies Allstate 
offers for Condominium or Cooperative 
owners and renters.
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PEACE MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING

AL’S ANGELS REACHES OUT TO COMMUNITY

AMVETS LADIES AUXILIARY POST 38 SPREAD JOY

THROGGS NECK MERCHANTS GIVEAWAY

(Above) Members of the AmVets Ladies Auxiliary for Post #38 treated personnel and visitors at 
the James J. Peters Veterans Administration personnel and visitors to egg nog and cookies at the an-
nual Christmas Tree Lighting on Tuesday, Dec. 10. Seen here during the lighting are (l-r) Marie Montalto, 
Grace Bruno, Rosemarie Valenti, Rosemarie Mortensen and Fannie Sclafani.  Photo courtesy of AmVets

Young carolers got into the holiday mood Dec. 18 at a Christmas Tree Lighting at Peace Memorial Plaza. 
Students at P.S 83 provided the tunes, while local elected offi cials State Sen. Jeff Klein, Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca and Assemblyman Mark Gjonaj were on hand to give support.            Photos by Walter Pofeldt

(Above) Principal Brandon Muccino, Assemblyman Gjonaj, State Sen. Klein and P.S 83 choir direc-
tor Lisa Solano take a moment for our cameras.

(Below) Lisa Solano directs the P.S. 83 Chorale group.

The Throggs Neck Merchants Association gave back this holiday season by doling out 120 toys at the 
Throggs Nech Houses Dec. 18                   . Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(Above, back row) Board games, dolls, toy ponies: you name it, the Throggs Neck Merchants 
tracked it down for this giveaway. (L-r): Darren Gopie . John Cerini , Edward Angelino , David Gil , Gerri 
Colon and Lilyanna Pekic.       

Al’s Angels gave out toys to patients at Union Community Health Center Dec. 19. Al DiGuido, founder 
from the Connecticut-based non-profi t, was on hand dressed as Santa Claus.            Photo by Alex Belisle

(Above) Charlene Casillas beams after receiving her gifts, and meeting Santa Claus himself! Who 
wouldn’t crack a smile? That’s one top-notch morning.

ROCKING THE BOAT’S ANNUAL LAUNCH

Students from Hunts Point-based non-profi t Rocking the Boat, which teaches boat-building skills to 
help kids develop into empowered and responsible adults, launched three new boats in an End-of-
the-Semester celebration on Friday, Dec. 13. The launch of the boats, built by hand using traditional 
techniques, took place at Edgewater Avenue and Hunts Point Riverside Park. Students bring one of the 
boats they built down to the shore for the launch onto the Bronx River.                 Photo by Austin Crimmins 
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Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

Daily
Lunch & Dinner 
Specials Faxed 

On Request

FREE
WI-FI

Graduations
Communions

Confi rmations

Luncheons
Birthdays
Reunions

A place where strangers are not strangers ... But friends who have yet to meet!

Join us New Year’s Eve
for the

“Best Party In Town”

Tel: 718-829-0005 |

Throggs Neck Clipper Crew would like to wish all our 
customers, families and friends a very Happy Healthy New Year

START OFF THE NEW YEAR WITH US!
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Will you fi nd yourself 
making a New Year’s prom-
ise for your family to spend 
more time connecting with 
nature?

 Consider this an open in-
vitation to come fulfi ll that 
resolution over and over 
again in 2014.

With a free shuttle from 
the end of the #1 subway line, 
and from Metro-North’s Riv-
erdale station, and free park-
ing, not to speak of one of the 
most affordable admissions 
policies in New York City, 
this has to be one of the easi-
est and most rewarding reso-
lutions you’ve ever made.

This week: Enjoy a spe-
cial focus on some of Moth-
er’s Nature’s wisest crea-
tures. What a hoot!

SAT AND SUN, JANU-

ARY 4 AND  5    FAMILY 
ART PROJECT—OWL 
TAKE FLIGHT

Sit down for cozy Native 
American stories about why 
owls have big eyes and what 
makes them wise. Then cre-
ate your own wingspan by 
making feathers you can 
wear. 

Take your feathers and 
some simple instruments, 
and join in an indoor, owl 
pow-wow.  Reservations rec-
ommended, online at www.
wavehill.org, onsite at the 
Perkins Visitor Center or 
by calling 718.549.3200 x251. 
Free with admission to 
the grounds. WAVE HILL 
HOUSE, 10AM to 1PM

SUN, JANUARY 5    OWL 
PRESENTATION: RAP-
TORS OF THE NIGHT

 Discover how owls adapt 
to life in the forest and the 
city with Carl Heitmuller, 
an environmental educator 
from the Hudson Highlands 
Nature Museum. Meet a live 
owl from the museum’s col-
lection and fi nd out whoo’s 
whoo in your neighborhood. 
Ages six and older welcome 
with an adult. Registration 
recommended, online at 
www.wavehill.org, onsite at 
the Perkins Visitor Center 
or by calling 718.549.3200 
x251. Free with admission 
to the grounds. WAVE HILL 
HOUSE, 1:30PM

SUN, JANUARY 5    GAR-
DEN & CONSERVATORY 
HIGHLIGHTS WALK

Join us for an hour-long 
tour of seasonal garden high-
lights. Free with admission 

to the grounds. MEET AT 
PERKINS VISITOR CEN-
TER, 2PM

A 28-acre public garden 
and cultural center over-
looking the Hudson River  
and Palisades, Wave Hill’s 
mission is to celebrate the 
artistry and legacy of its gar-
dens and landscape, to pre-
serve its magnifi cent views, 
and to explore human con-
nections to the natural world 
through programs in horti-
culture, education and the 
arts.

PROGRAM FEES  Pro-
grams are free with admis-
sion to the grounds unless 
otherwise noted.

For further information 
call  718.549.3200. On the web 
visit at www.wavehill.org.

• Do You Remember: Herman Wauk Of Hunts Point ................ 51

• Rock On The Bronx ........................................................................ 53

Raptors of the Night at Wave Hill.

Mother Nature’s owl time at Wave Hill
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Herman Wauk, author, born and raised in Hunts Point
BY BILL TWOMEY

Herman Wouk was born 
on May 27, 1915 in the Hunts 
Point section of the Bronx 
to Russian immigrant Jews 
from Minsk.  It was his ma-
ternal grandfather, a Hasidic 
rabbi from Belarus, however, 
who had the greatest influ-
ence on his life.  

It was from him that 
he developed a life-long love 
affair with Judaism and 
the Talmud, themes which 
would eventually work their 
way into some of his books.  
He also came to appreciate 
Yiddish as a thought process 
rather than just a language.   
His life found fulfillment in 
his religion.

 Wouk attended 
Townsend Harris High 
School from 1927 to 1930 and 
then enrolled in Columbia 
College graduating in 1934 at 
20 years of age.  While at col-
lege he wrote for their school 
paper, the Spectator.  He also 
edited and wrote for their 
humor magazine, the Jester.  
The experience served him 
well as he immediately found 
employment working as a ra-
dio script writer for David 

Freeman. Between 1936 and 
1941 he did similar work for 
Fred Allen.  Later in 1941 he 
wrote radio scripts promot-
ing war bonds for the federal 
government. 

After Pearl Harbor was 
attacked, he enlisted in the 
Navy and entered Officer’s 
Training School.  Upon grad-
uation he was assigned to 
the destroyer minesweeper 
USS Zane before being trans-
ferred to the DMS USS South-
ard as Executive Officer. His 
war experiences aboard the 
ships also served as fodder 
for some of his most impor-
tant novels.  

 He began writing his 
first novel “Aurora Dawn” 
during his off hours aboard 
ship.  When the first few 
chapters were completed, 
he shipped them to a friend 
stateside who called an edi-
tor he knew reading him 
the work in progress.  The 
response was almost imme-

diate with Wouk receiving 
a publisher’s contract by re-
turn mail while still aboard 
ship off the coast of Okina-
wa. 

 The book was an imme-
diate success being chosen as 
a selection of the Book of the 
Month Club.  

 His next book, “City 
Boy,” published in 1948, did 
not fare as well but his writ-
ing career would prove to be 
a rousing success as in 1951 
he penned another block-
buster.  “The Caine Mutiny” 
based on his experiences in 
the Navy aboard a ship was 
published in 1951.  

It became a best seller 
and won a Pulitzer Prize.  It 
was later made into a movie 
with the neurotic Captain 
Queeg being played by Hum-
phrey Bogart.  Most readers 
will recall the scene that had 
Bogart sitting at the witness 
stand rolling several ball 
bearings in his hand.  The 

idea came from Wouk’s rec-
ollection of a superior officer 
who was in the habit of roll-
ing toothpicks around in his 
hand.     

 Fortunately Wouk kept 
meticulous diaries which 
served his writing career 
well.  He referred to them 
often to check on details for 
his many books that might 
otherwise have been forgot-
ten.  His works now appear in 
about thirty languages. He’s 
already told most of his war 
stories but certainly has a lot 
more to say, especially about 
Judaism.  All ninety volumes 
of his diary are now in the 
Library of Congress and I’m 
sure that he’ll have at least 
one more to add to that collec-
tion as he’s still writing.

 Among his best told war 
stories are “Winds of War” 
written in 1971 and “War and 
Remembrance” published in 
1978.  Both went on to become 
televised mini-series and Pu-
litzer Prize winners.  Rob-
ert Mitchum’s portrayal of 
“Pug” Henry is one we’ll all 
remember.  Herman Wouk is 
one author we’ll never forget.

Herman Wouk came from Hunts Point

REPRINTED FROM 12/29/2011

HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian
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ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042

Albert Graziosa, M.D., P.C.

Workers Compensation, No Fault
Most Insurance Plans Accepted

3611A East Tremont Ave., Bronx, NY 10465

We Also Have Offices in Manhattan and Queens
To Schedule An Appointment Call

(718) 931-0050
Fax: (718) 931-0264

New Year's
Eve bash

$50
DONATION

PER PERSON

sponsored by

Schuyler Hill Civic Association
3087 Mitchell Place

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2013
8:30 PM

Hors D’oeuvres • Hot & Cold Delicious Buffett 
B.Y.O.B. • Continuous Music by DJ “Bobby Flowers”
Hats & Noisemakers • Toast at Midnight
Coffee & Dessert • Watch Ball Drop on TV

MAIL FULL PAYMENT TO: Schuyler Hill Civic Association, c/o Bob Kurz, 3079 Fearn 
Place, Bronx, NY 10465. Please include you name, address and phone number. For 
information or tickets call, 1-646-302-1744. Deadline is December 25th, 2013.

new year’s eve bash

PLEASE RESERVE ______ TICKETS @ $50 EACH FOR A TOTAL DONATION OF ______

NAME ________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE___________________________________________________________________

RESERVATION FORM - DUE BY 12/25/13
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BY JOANNE TIMMINS
A Holiday Tale, Retold

This is the story of the 
world’s fi rst ever desig-
nated driver, and how it 
came to be.  

The weather that night 
was treacherous for driv-
ing. A heavy fog had set in 
and visibility was

extremely  poor.  It had 
been sleeting all day, and 
by nighttime, the roads, 
trees, rooftops, lawns were 
covered with a slick crust 
of ice. Despite the weather, 
there was a full load of 
gaily decorated boxes and 
bags that had to be deliv-
ered to addresses all over 
the globe. The haulers of 
this precious cargo had 
never failed at this before, 
and it was unthinkable to 

fail at it now. They looked 
at one another nervously. 
They pawed the ground in 
agitation. The tension was 
as thick as the steam  issu-
ing from their nostrils into 
the frigid air. The leader, 
Prancer, did not want to 
disappoint the driver of the 
sleigh, a good man always 
in high spirits who counted 
on them on this night out of 
all other nights of the year. 
Prancer knew what had to 
be done. He whipped out 
his cell phone and looked 
under “R”. One phone call, 
and moments later, Ru-
dolph bounded into view, 
his nose a bright red lan-
tern that cut through the 
fog and gloom of the wet 
night air. Without a word, 
Rudolph slipped into the 

traces in the lead position, 
and the others took up 
their spots behind him. All 
would be right in the world 
tonight.

As we tell and retell our 
favorite stories and family 
memories, it can make a big 
difference to the safety and 
health of our loved ones if 
we include messages about 
alcohol and the risks that 
alcohol can present. Re-
member that our actions 
speak louder than words. 
Modelling the responsible 
use ( or refusal) of alcohol 

for our teens and children 
says much more than lec-
tures ever can. 

This holiday season 
we want our children to 
know:

1. A responsible driver 
understands that there is 
no safe amount of alcohol 
when it comes to driving. 
A responsible driver waits 
one hour for each standard 
drink that (s)he has had be-
fore getting in the car.

2. You don’t need to 
drink to have fun.  You can 
say “no” to alcohol and the 
party can still go on.

3. You don’t ever need to 
accept an unsafe ride. Your 
children can call you for a 
pickup at any time. 

4. Drunk walking can 
also lead to serious acci-

dents and injuries. It is not 
safe to be impaired by alco-
hol or any other drug.

5. Buying alcohol for a 
minor is against the law.  
Drinking alcohol as a mi-
nor in someone else’s home 
puts your hosts at risk of 
legal action.

TNCAP works with 
all members of the com-
munity, including our 
merchants, to reduce and 
prevent underage drink-
ing and its harmful con-
sequences. We sponsor 
monthly Alcohol Training 
Awareness Programs  that 
are approved by the New 
York State Liquor Author-
ity to train those who sell 
and serve alcohol how to do 
so in a way consistent with 
the laws. Our merchants 

have assisted us in spread-
ing the word about the 
risks of underage drink-
ing by allowing posters to 
be hung in their stores and 
restaurants, and bottles of 
alcohol to be tagged with a 
warning.  

We would like to publicly 
thank the following stores 
for participating in our holi-
day Bottle Tagging event: 

NANA FOOD CENTER;  
S & W SUPERMARKET 
& DELI;  4101 WINES & 
LIQUORS;  T.J. LIZZIE’S 
DELI & GROCERY.  

A SAFE COMMUNITY 
IS EVERYBODY’S BUSI-
NESS !

Helping to keep it safe 
is ours.  TNCAP wishes all 
a happy and healthy New 
Year.

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE

What a year it was for 
“Rock on the Bronx” in 
2013! 

Here’s just a small sam-
pling of the bands, bars, res-
taurants, creative projects 
mentioned: 

The Potato Heads, No 
Stringz Attached, Scott 
Place Café and Wine Bar, 
Tony T. Orchestra, “Bronx 

Daze”, Just Nuts Party Band, 
DJ Shane, The Wicked Wolf, 
Doyles Pub, Flanbo, Throgs 
Neck Clipper, Singer/song-
writer Clem Semple, Ron 
Rogers, The Rushin’ Squir-
rels, Jimmy Ryan’s, “Mis-
ter Catskills” Peter McKier-
nan, Bazooka Joe, The Tub 
Band, Strange Daze, Ray 
DeSerio, That Duo Show, 

Red Vianna, Jann Klose, 
Sugarush and many, many 
more! The column will be 
taking a new approach in 

2014; more focused on the 
inner workings and situ-

ations regarding the pas-
sionate calling known as 

local rock. Until then! Rock 
on. Rock out.

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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BY RAPHAEL SCHWEIZER
AND KENNY AGOSTO

 Our Young 

P.S. 89 Leaders

On Friday, December 
20th, Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association was 
proud to help lead a gift-giv-
ing gathering inside of Pub-
lic School 89 with Assistant 
Principal Darlene Teron, 
her staff and their vibrant 
Student Council inside of 
the school’s auditorium.

After collecting over 
25 toys and dolls at the B-
PECA December 12th Toy 
& Coat drive, these gener-
ously donated presents for 
less fortunate youth were 
wrapped, placed in gift bags 
and distributed to represen-
tatives from each class of 
the K-8 school on Mace Av-
enue.

It was our way of mak-
ing the Holidays a little bit 
more special, and touching, 
for the young members of 
our community. After all, 
positive actions can have 
huge ramifi cations. They’re 
our future, you know.

But the highlight of the 
event was the conversation 
that took place afterwards.

B-PECA Executive 
Council members Grace 
Lovaglio, Joey Smartschan 
& Kathleen Jones, as well as 
B-PECA Chairman Raphael 
Schweizer spoke to four 
stand-out members of P.S. 
89’s Student Council about 
the positive change they 
want to spearhead in their 
school community. Student 
Council Vice-President Val-

Bronx Park East Community Association news
entino Powell, Secretary 
Diamond Brown, 7th grade 
representative Jony Dur-
gaj and 7th grade graphic 
artist, and the epitome of 
youthful vibrancy, Nayeli 
Valdez, were all present for 
this forward thinking dis-
course.

According to the quar-
tet, the biggest issue in the 
school is lack of respect; 
namely in sneaking elec-
tronics onto school prop-
erty and littering inside of 
the school’s bathrooms.

But the subject of litter-
ing is where the conversa-
tion really took off.

Council Member Nayeli 
Valdez summed it up per-
fectly:

“If a middle school per-
son goes into the bathroom 
and doesn’t fl ush the toilet 
and a person from an el-
ementary school goes in, 
they’re going to do the same 
thing. Because we’re role 
models. 

So whatever we do, 
they’re gonna copy us.

But let’s say one of us 
is using the bathroom and 
a little kid is there and we 
fl ush the toilet, we clean 
everything. We come out, 
they go in. They copy off of 
us. So it’s like they feed off 
of us. They feed off of our ac-
tions.”

Thus, it’s about the 7th 
and 8th graders setting the 
example for the Kindergart-
ners and fi rst graders to fol-
low.

Jony Durgaj came up 
with the idea of positive 

reinforcement: rewarding 
good actions instead of pun-
ishing bad ones. He thought 
that perhaps giving stu-
dents “dress down” passes 
(not having to wear the 
school uniform for one day), 
or other commendations for 
good deeds would be a nice 
way of accomplishing this.

So, starting in January 
2014, B-PECA will be sure 
to start working with this 
“Youth Congress” to imple-
ment their ideas in P.S. 89 
and spread them through-
out the larger community.

These young adults may 
not be able to vote, but the 
power they have in bring-
ing about change in P.S. 
89, and the larger commu-
nity, is LIMITLESS. Youth 
power!

 2013 A Year in Review

WOW! What a ban-
ner year for our neighbor-
hood!  Bronx Park East 
Community Association 
set an ambitious agenda of 
community events; and fol-
lowed through with them. 
It never mattered if it was 
hot or cold, rain or shine, 
B-PECA was there.  After 
a year of tragic traffi c ac-
cidents and violent gunfi re, 
B-PECA was determined to 
becoming the change we all 
wanted to see in our com-
munity.  Through neighbor-
hood partnerships, B-PECA 
united with like-minded 
volunteers to beautify, edu-
cate, and inspire the begin-
ning of an urban renais-
sance.  

Our spring block beauti-
fi cation saw an impressive 
array of doggie doo mitigat-
ing tree frames from Ar-
now to Van Nest Avenues, 
where children rolled up 
their sleeves side by side 
with seniors and regular 
folks to adopt tree saplings 
and create areas of commu-
nity congregation through 
our “tree frame” benches, 
generously funded by Mil-
lion Trees NYC. 

We created beautiful 
murals of “Legal Graffi ti” 
on approved storefront 
roll-down gates formerly 
vandalized by illegal graf-
fi ti, via our young artists 
under Jayson Agosto’s tu-
telage. Every lamppost, fi re 
hydrant, and mailbox was 
aggressively cleansed from 
gang tags and narcissistic 
scrawling thanks to paint 
donated by our Congress-

The Epitome of Youth Power: (l-r)  Valentino Powell, Nayeli “Vibrancy” Valdez, Jony Durgaj and Dia-
mond Brown of P.S. 89’s Student Council! Alongside members of B-PECA’s Executive Council. 

man Joe Crowley, our local 
painter’s union, and by gen-
erous “Love Your Block” 
and Neighborhood Grants 
from Citizen’s Committee 
of NYC.

We also created our fi rst 
annual “Summer of Peace 
& Art” through a break-
neck schedule of events 
that quilted together major 
swaths of the neighboring 
sections of our hometown.  
Everyday, there was a new 
and innovative piece of 
community programming 
from Bronx River Sankofa’s 
Tree Appreciation Walks 
with resident Morgan Pow-
ell, to It’s My Park Day, to 
Allerton Avenue Clean-Ups, 
to Astronomy with Jupiter 
Joe, to Poetry & Percus-
sion tutorial street ses-
sions in Bronx Park East 
with Fred Simpson & Van 
Nest’s Bernadette Ferrara. 
WHEEEW!!! 

 Violence interrupted 
our summer, when a 17 year 
old boy was murdered. So 
B-PECA initiated a protest 
march and rallied with Pa-
tricia Charles and the chil-
dren of Eastchester Gar-
dens to fi ght back against 
senseless violence through 
the playing of congas and 
drums, reaffi rming and re-
claiming our streets.  Our 
summer culminated with 
3 highly successful block 
parties; The 2nd Annual 
B-PECA Thwaites Place 
Block Party, the fi rst-ever 
Olinville/Allerton Block 
Party led by Angela Roker 
& Keith Davis, and the Cru-
ger/Mace “Back to School” 
Block Party led by Norma 

Lopez.  And it was AF-
FORDABLE!

Fall greeted us with B-
PECA holding weekly “Per-
cussion Clinics” with pop-
corn and hot cups of cocoa. 
We also joined with JHS 135 
school offi cials to collect old 
& used musical instruments 
to donate to the school’s new 
after-school instrumental 
music program, as well as 
hiring two music teachers 
to lead the program start-
ing February. 

With the installation of 
speed bumps & cross walk 
on Thwaites Place, B-PECA 
scoured the neighbor-
hood, collected hundreds 
of signatures and reached 
out to city agencies and 
elected offi cials to install 
traffi c calming measures 
and traffi c lights at Bronx 
Park East and Waring Ave. 
A BIG thank you to Bronx 
DOT Commissioner Connie 
Moran for being supportive 
and receptive to all of our 
efforts.

This winter has been full 
of surprises, snow one day, 
spring weather the next. 
Through it all, we thank 
James Lemyre, Arnyce Fos-
ter, Valerie Davis-O’Neal 
and the Parks Department’s 
Division of Forestry for du-
tifully pruning the trees 
and Senator Jeff Klein for 
expediting the installation 
of new lighting along Bronx 
Park East where there has 
been a rash of car vandal-
izations. Which brings us 
to BPECA Neighborhood 
Watch.

B-PECA 

Neighborhood Watch

All year long, a group 
of dedicated Allerton and 
Pelham Parkway residents 
have been patrolling the 
area with the endeavor to 
prevent our citizen’s from 
being victimized. BPECA 
Neighborhood Watch has 
prevented many instances 
of potential crime and may-
hem. 

Just last week, members 
of our group observed and 
discovered a car break-in 
in mid action. From a safe 
distance the team called 911 
to report the act and NYPD 
undercover offi cers swept 
in and successfully appre-
hended the alleged culprit 
in an impressive fashion. 

Thanks to all of our 
members and community 
partners, including Donal 
Holway, Hazel Miura, Den-
nis Corcoran, Clyde Ri-
ley Francine Ruh, Cecelia 
Smoker, Evelyn Hernandez, 
Paula Diaz and SO MANY 
others for making 2013 a 
year to remember. This just 
shows how neighbors help-
ing neighbors changes the 
world one block at a time. 
Holiday Party: Dec. 28th

Our 2nd Annual Com-
munity Holiday Party is 
THIS SATURDAY Decem-
ber 28th from 6:30-11:30pm! 

Please call (347) 654-
7044 or email bxparkeast@
gmail.com to reserve your 
ticket no later than Friday, 
December 27th.

Happy Holidays, and 
may warm thoughts guide 
you through this cold win-
ter...

Seasons Greeting and 
Live, Play, and LOVE!!!

BY TONY SALIMBENE
 So by the time you get 

this, Christmas will be past 
and we hope all the  ‘kids 
from 1 to 92’ had a great day 
and remembered the true 
meaning of the season.

  Our next regular post 
meeting will be the 3rd Sun-
day of January at 11 at the 
Turner Club.  We start with 
coffee and buns at 10:30, meet 
at 11am sharp and adjurn 12 
noon at their club for comple-
mentary fi nger food.  Mid-

Winter Conference is ap-
proaching.  Don’t forget the 
Joe Mazzariello Christmas 
Drive, it’s never too late to do-
nate!  The Parade Committee 
will have their annual get-
together in February, more 
next time.  Advanced notice, 
Tony F. requests no walk-ins, 
RSVP only.

Save a prayer for the mom 
of Jeremy of Bronx CB11.  
She’s doing better.  If anyone 
knows of a post member or 
their family member in dis-
tress, please contact one of 
us so we can assist.

Remember to be extra 
careful New Year’s Eve! 

Until Next Time:  (please 
insert you own prayer for 
2014 here...)
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Action

Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
 What is it about Christ-

mas and Chanukah that 
frightens or angers the dick-
ens out of New York City’s 
educational bureaucrats?

  It’s the time of the year 
when many schools con-
tinue to openly and enthu-
siastically discuss sexual 
preference and birth con-
trol but punish teachers if 
they let their students sing 
Christmas Carols or say 
Happy Chanukah, and for-
bid any sort of student holi-
day pageant that refl ects 
traditional values.

  What’s so threatening 
about the Christian celebra-
tion of a 2,012 year old event 
concerning a working-class 
couple who give birth, (in 
a cave used as a barn no 

less!) to a baby who grows 
up to tell people to love one 
another, and cherishes the 
value of each human life?  
Or about the Jewish com-
memoration of a 2nd cen-
tury B.C. action in which a 
people defend their right to 
live their own religious be-
liefs? 

   Consider how danger-
ous those events, and the 
beliefs they represent, are 
to the prevailing “Big Gov-
ernment over all” regimes 
that currently run our na-
tion and our city.

   According to those 
folks, Americans can’t be 
trusted to love or even re-
spect one another on their 
own—they need laws and 
bureaucrats forcing them to 
do so. Religion isn’t a part of 

Big Government, and there-
fore can’t be responsible for 
that task. That, at least, is 
their excuse for banning 
Christmas and Chanukah 
from our schools.

   The most profound 
part of our Judeo-Christian 
heritage, the belief that re-
ally drives the current re-
gime crazy, is the idea that 
each individual human life 
has value.  This simple but 
vital belief is against every-
thing people with collectiv-
ist mentalities believe in.  
In collectivist nations, as 

ours is rapidly becoming, 
individuals are just a cog in 
the greater wheel of society.  
They are not really impor-
tant on their own.  

   It’s why there is so little 
emphasis on teaching tradi-
tional American values in 
our schools.  That phrase in 
our Declaration of Indepen-
dence that reads “That all 
men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain un-
alienable rights” stands in 
the way of Big Government 
doing what it wants, when it 
wants, and how it wants.  

   The whole concept of a 
Bill of Rights is as infuriat-
ing to our Big Government 
as the stories of Christmas 
and Chanukah. That’s why 
they treat the Constitution 

with disrespect, and say 
they can misinterpret it any 
way they wish for their con-
venience. 

   Christianity and Juda-
ism teach that every human 
has individual value.  That 
drives the leftists absolutely 
crazy. To them, the rights of 
individuals are a hindrance 
to implementing their fe-
vered vision of a society run 
by self-proclaimed geniuses 
who assume they know how 
to run your life better than 
you do. The White House 
occupant who proclaims 
that “you didn’t build that” 
despite your hard work, or 
the City Hall nanny who in-
sists that you only drink as 
much soda as he thinks you 
should, have no use for per-
sonal freedom.  

   Our Declaration of In-
dependence and our Con-
stitution are the most im-
portant political documents 
ever produced by humanity, 
but they did not arise in a 
vacuum. They are the prod-
uct of a Western Civiliza-
tion that has its roots in the 
Judeo-Christian ethic.  

   That ethic is greatly 
derived from the stories of 
Christmas and Chanukah, 
two lessons that are becom-
ing far too dangerous for 
our Big Government lead-
ers to allow to be taught to 
our young.  

Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
sponsored radio broad-
casts, and visit our website 
at comactainc.com. 

BY FATHER
 RICHARD F. GORMAN

Yes, it’s Christmas . . . . 
. again!  All of the familiar 
indices of this Holiday have 
reappeared.  The Christmas 
tree in Rockefeller Center 
has been lit.  The stores along 
Fifth Avenue in Manhat-
tan are decorated with dis-
plays that delight the young 
at heart regardless of actual 
age.  The center median of 
Park Avenue is decked out 
in an array of lights that re-
semble an endless column of 
twinkling candelabra.  De-
partment stores, shopping 
malls, and outlets are packed 
with Christmas shoppers 
seeking to unearth just that 
right kind of present for this 
loved one or that.  Santa 
Claus is ensconced on his 
throne at Macy’s in Herald 
Square, attentively taking 
orders from anxious boys 
and girls determined to fi nd 
just what they ordered un-
der their Christmas tree.  
Christmas carols fl ood the 
airways as well as hallways, 
elevators, offi ces, homes, and 
houses of worship.  Students 
at school breathe a sigh of 
relief as they leave the hal-
lowed halls of academia for 
their fi rst substantial vaca-
tion break since returning 
in September from the Sum-
mer hiatus.  Traffi c is abomi-
nable . . . . . EVERYWHERE!  
Holiday shoppers and people 
in general look exhausted . . . 
. . EVERYWHERE!  Fingers 
ache from the never-ending 
assemblage and wrapping of 
gifts and the panicked pen-
ning of Christmas cards.  
The annual lawsuits about 
the placement of Nativity 

scenes in public spaces and 
facilities are underway in 
courts across the land as 
some attempt, yet again, to 
get Christ out of Christmas 
and to eradicate the story of 
the fi rst Christmas from our 
yearly commemoration of it.  
I wonder if some folks who so 
assiduously go about wish-
ing others a Happy “Holi-
day” even know what holi-
day is being celebrated!

Yes, once more, Christ-
mas has arrived!  The decora-
tions, the music, the parties, 
the shopping, the presents, 
the traveling, and the fi ne 
food and drink are all as they 
should be.  We engage in these 
apropos rituals of the Season 
and subject ourselves to the 
insanity of holiday hubbub 
because it is Christmas and 
that’s what Christmas is all 
about.  However, one aspect 
of Christmas, to which we 
pay due lip service each year, 
always escapes somehow our 
ability to make it as real and 
as much a part of our life as 
are our Christmas songs, 
trees, parties, merriment, 
delights, and dining.

When the angels of God 
fi rst appeared to simple shep-
herds over two thousand 
years (2,000) ago on the hills 
adjacent to Bethlehem in 
order to announce the good 
news and the glad tidings of 
the birth of Jesus, they pro-
claimed peace on earth and 
good will to all.  This is the 
quintessential message of 
Christmas, what Christmas 
is really and truly all about.  
Christmas is the end of es-
trangement and division in 
our lives.  No more will there 
be rift and rupture between 

God and His Children and 
among the Children of God 
themselves. The Golden 
Rule  --“Love one another as 
I have loved you!  Do unto 
others as you would have 
them do unto you!”  -- is pro-
mulgated as the rule of life 
for all peoples without ex-
ception or distinction.  This 
is the hope and the vision of 
Christmas.  The question is 
why we get all tied up with 
the accidentals and the inci-
dentals of Christmas  --  i.e., 
the gift giving, the shopping, 
the eating, the imbibing, etc.  
--  and completely cast aside 
the essentials of Christmas  
--  viz.,  peace, fraternity, con-
cord, decency, and justice.  
We are so busy with “doing” 
Christmas that we deny our-
selves the very gifts, if truth 
be told, that God wants us to 
have each and every Christ-
mas, nay, each and every day 
of our life.  Isn’t it about time 
to make our Christmas com-
plete?

So what should we do in 
this regard?  How do we get 
to the core and the kernel of 
Christmas?  Well, how about 
just starting to practice the 
Golden Rule in our life?  One 
might inquire precisely how 
one might go about doing so, 
so here is a straightforward 
and unpretentious rule of 
thumb:  DO NOT TREAT 
ANYONE IN A FASHION 
THAT YOU WOULD DEEM 

DETRIMENTAL OR OF-
FENSIVE TO YOU AND AL-
LOW NO OTHER PERSON 
TO SUFFER SUCH A TYPE 
OF INDECENT BEHAVIOR!  
Sometimes, in pondering 
moral and ethical issues in 
our day and age, our think-
ing gets all too cloudy and 
complicated.  We oftentimes 
raise more questions than 
we answer or give rise to 
more problems than we re-
solve.  Too frequently we 
victimize ourselves by creat-
ing false dilemmas or, in the 
height of immaturity and/or 
arrogance, reason ourselves 
precisely to the conclusion 
that we desired all along.  No 
wonder the world is some-
times in such sad shape.  We 
deliberately mire and mud-
dle our life in the confusion 
and the disarray of our self-
ishness and stupidity, pre-
ferring our ignorance to be 
our bliss.  We time and again 
know what we have to do in 
order to rescue ourselves but 
lack the moral fi ber and the 
strength of character to lib-
erate ourselves.

However, no individual 
requires a degree in rocket 
science to follow the Golden 
Rule.  We are all quite cog-
nizant of what hurts us and 
what we would not want 
done to us.  Such things, 
therefore, should not be done 

to anybody, either by us or by 
another individual.  If our 
neighbor should transgress 
against us, we should not 
respond in kind.  Why?  The 
great Mahatma, Mohandas 
K. Gandhi, would tell us that 
adherence to the practice of 
an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth will result in a 
world of blind people who are 
incapable of properly chew-
ing their food and of hungry 
people who are unable to see 
where they are going.  A per-
son treating me in a wrong-
ful manner does not justify 
my visiting the same offense 
upon him/her.  When I treat 
another human being in this 
way or that, I am telling the 
whole world that it is fi tting 
and proper to treat me in the 
exact, same way.  This, with-
out question, is the height 
of wisdom.  Needless to say, 
though, it does not take a ge-
nius to recognize the truth of 
this principle or to live by it.

So let’s make this unre-
alized Christmas hope the 
Christmas gift that our world 
has long been awaiting.  Let’s 
begin the process of making 
peace on earth and bring-
ing good will to all by living 
as we should and enabling 
our neighbor to do likewise.  
Again, as Mahatma Gandhi 
would tells us, the only prob-
lem with this core belief of 

Christianity is that Chris-
tians do not observe it.  You 
know, it is never too late to 
begin.  Wouldn’t it be great 
to prove even Gandhi wrong 
at last?  It certainly would 
make for the best Christmas 
ever and, needless to say, a 
better world in which to live.

I wish all of my friends 
and neighbors a Happy 
Christmas and a Prosper-
ous and Healthy 2014.  To all 
of my friends in the African-
American community who 
will observe Kwanzaa this 
month, I send my respect, 
love, and sincerest wishes for 
prosperity and happiness.  
As we celebrate, let us not ne-
glect to say a prayer for those 
whose sacrifi ce, courage, and 
dedication make possible our 
being able to mark and make 
merry this Christmas Sea-
son in peace and in security.  
Let’s not overlook the ser-
vice of our men and women 
in the Armed Forces of the 
United States abroad and of 
the men and the women of 
the New York City Police De-
partment (N.Y.P.D.) and the 
New York City Fire Depart-
ment (F.D.N.Y.) here at home.  
Because they are watching 
the wall, walking a beat, and 
responding to alarms for us, 
we can truly have a safe and 
serene Christmas and Kwan-
zaa in a country that is free.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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NO ONE WAKES UP IN THE MORNING 
EXPECTING TO BE THE VICTIM OF A 

But if the unthinkable happens, Crime Victims Support Services of the North Bronx is here to help 
innocent victims of crime and abuse and help their families rebuild their lives and move forward.

 
Our services include, but are not limited to:

Assistance filing state compensation claims, case follow-up, domestic violence advocacy, 
homicide support group, financial assistance with funeral costs, emergency lock

replacement and crisis counseling.

If you are the victim of a crime, contact us at Crime Victims Support Services of
the North Bronx, so you don’t have to go through it alone.

We can help you navigate the criminal justice system to get the help you need.

All of our services are free and confidential.
Call for Information:  (718) 823-4925

HELPING
CRIME

VICTIMS

C V S S 



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 D
e

c
. 2

7
, 2

0
1

3
-

J
a

n
. 2

, 2
0

1
4

   
   

5
8



5
9

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    D

e
c

. 2
7

, 2
0

1
3

-
J

a
n

. 2
, 2

0
1

4
   



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 D
e

c
. 2

7
, 2

0
1

3
-

J
a

n
. 2

, 2
0

1
4

   
   

6
0



6
1

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    D

e
c

. 2
7

, 2
0

1
3

-
J

a
n

. 2
, 2

0
1

4
   



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 D
e

c
. 2

7
, 2

0
1

3
-

J
a

n
. 2

, 2
0

1
4

   
   

6
2



6
3

      B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
    D

e
c

. 2
7

, 2
0

1
3

-
J

a
n

. 2
, 2

0
1

4
   

Deferred bill

The lighting company, 
New York Christmas, has 
deferred the $17,000 bill 
until after the holidays be-
cause MPCA has been a 
dependable customer for 
years.

MPCA patrols have 
been dropping by to ask lo-
cal businesses to chip in 
around $100 apiece.

More than a month after 
the lights went up on the 
strip between Adams Street 
and Williamsbridge Road, 
the MPCA is around $5,000 
shy of paying for them, said 
Al D’Angelo, the associa-
tion’s co-president.

“What kind of business-
man doesn’t have a 100 dol-
lars to spare?” an incredu-
lous D’Angelo asked at a 
recent MPCA meeting. “If 
you don’t have 100 dollars, 
you’d be out of business.”

Lack of a BID

Around 80 shops have 
chipped in, and as such re-
ceived a thank-you poster to 

place in their store window.
But many local Grinches 

are enjoying a free pass on 
the lights without paying, 
said Tony Signorile, MP-
CA’s president.

Because Morris Park 
does not have a Business 
Improvement District (BID) 
like its neighbors on White 
Plains Road, where shops 
pay into a yearly fund that 
goes toward the lights, its 
shops are not compelled to 
contribute.

“The answer they had 
for me,” Signorile said of 
the tight pocket Grinch 
merchants, “was ‘When ev-
erybody starts to give the 
money, then I’ll pay the 
money.’”

The stores without 
thank-you posters in their 
windows are currently on 
the naughty list.

“I’ve told everybody I 
know to walk into those 
shops, and ask why they 
haven’t paid for the lights,” 
said D’Angelo, “and then 
just walk out.”

An annual issue

The neighborhood’s 
Christmas organizers have 
long had to deal with shops 
stiffi ng them.

“It’s almost an impos-
sibility to get that money,” 
said Sal Conte, president of 
the Morris Park Business 
Alliance, which collected 
for the lights from 2007-
2011. “You almost have to 
resort to threats to get $100 
out of some people.”

Some businesses have 
complained to the MPCA 
that the lights are not 
placed precisely in front of 
their storefronts. Others 
have shooed the MPCA pa-
trols out of their shops “like 
beggars,” patrol members 
reported.

But D’Angelo is fed up 
with the griping.

“It’s not about you, It’s 
about the community,” 
D’Angelo said. “Who are 
you punishing? You’re pun-
ishing the people who live 
here and like to see lights 
on the avenue.” 

Thousands of dollars needed for Morris Park Christmas lights
From page 1

Tony Signorile, left, president of the Morris Park Community Association, and fellow member Al 
D’Angelo ask just $100 from local businesses to pay for the nabe’s lights, but they are often getting 
chump changed.        Photo by David Cruz

Soundview residents fi le
suit against developers

From page 1

Luis Nieves (right) is among a group of fi rst-time Soundview homeowners who accuse development 
companies of scamming them into buying sub-standard houses.                                 Photo by Ben Kochman

Soleil.
But the developers did 

not follow the architect’s 
plans, instead building 
shoddy homes on the cheap, 
the suit claims.

Fines stacking up

Developers promised the 
fi rst-time owners that they 
would receive a permanent 
DOB certifi cate within 90 
days, but those permanent 
approvals never came.

Instead, the new hom-
eowners had to deal with 
leaky roofs, backed-up toi-
lets and busted boilers, 

among other complaints.
When the homeowners 

complained to the develop-
ers, they were referred to 
lawyers that were part of 
the scam, the class action 
suit alleges.

New homeowners were 

then responsible for the 
violations and fi nes that 
racked up. Some said that 
they are facing imminent 
eviction.

“After a year, I discov-
ered that I had 18 viola-
tions in a brand new house. 
I asked myself how is this 
possible?” said Johanny 
De La Cruz, who bought 

a three-family home on 
Thieriot Avenue in 2006. 

Luis Nieves, who bought 
a home on Stephens Avenue 
11 years ago, said that the 
front steps leading up to his 
house simply fell apart one 
day.

“They just came off of 
the concrete,” he said.

Going Public

Members of the lawsuit 
called on other potential 
victims to come forward. 
Klein’s offi ce believes that 
the accused developers 
built homes throughout 
the Bronx and into areas of 
Queens.

“We need to make sure 
people are safe when they 
do something as simple as 
live the American Dream 
of owning a home,” Klein 
said, adding, “This will not 
be tolerated.”

Those interested in 
learning more about the 
Jan. 16 open house can call 
the Senator’s offi ce at 718-
822-2049.

We need to make sure people are 
safe when they do something as 

simple as live the American Dream of 
owning a home.

Jeff Klein
Senator
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Bronx natives step up

“We had our chocolate milk. The whole tournament 
is sponsored by chocolate milk. We had some 
chocolate milk at half time. It settled us down”

FANNIE LOU HAMMER.....................................................PAGE 66

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

WEEK 16
Jets (7-8) 24    

Browns (4-11)  13

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Murry Bergtraum guard 

and Bronx native Ashanae 
McLaughlin calls the second 
half her time. 

The junior guard certainly 
made it so during a pivotal 76-
74 win against visiting Fran-
cis Lewis last Wednesday dur-
ing a battle of unbeaten team 
in PSAL Class AA girl’s bas-
ketball. The highly recruited 
McLaughlin scored 11 of her 
team-high 17 points after half-
time and had two huge steals 
in the closing seconds. 

“Second half I knew it was 
my time to step up,” McLaugh-
lin said. “Second half it’s my 
game. I just let the game come 
to me.”

She makes things happen 
as well. 

McLaughlin jumped out 
and stole a pass to Lewis’s Si-
erra Green at the top of the 
key and drove the length of 
the court for a layup that put 
the 15-time defending city 
champions up 76-74 with 4.2 
seconds remaining. Her hero-
ics didn’t stop there. On the 
ensuing possession McLaugh-
lin ran down Taliyah Brisco 
and stripped her of the ball 
from behind to seal the win. 

It the type of clutch plays 
legendary Murry Bergtraum 
coach Ed Grezinsky and her 
teammates have come to ex-
pect from McLoughlin. She 
scored 17 of her 22 points in 
the fourth quarter to lead the 
Lady Blazers to a win over a 
game Curtis team in the PSAL 
Class AA semifinals last year 
and she dropped in 15 points 
in the title game.

“She also made the big steal 
when we needed it,” Grezin-
sky said of the game against 
Lewis. She’s a winner.” 

McLaughlin has been on 
the varsity as a freshman, but 
this year she has been pushed 
into more of a leadership role 
on the court along with former 
Truman standout Joella Gib-
son (16 points). McLaughlin’s 
importance is magnified with 
Fordham University commit 

Aaliyah Jones still out with 
an injury. She is embracing 
the challenge.

“Now it’s a lot of pressure 
because you are the leader, 
you’re the star,” McLaughlin 
said. “You have to maintain 
the team and keep everybody 
on the same page.” 

She wasn’t the only Bronx 
native helping the Lady Blaz-

ers to victory. Freshman 
guard Milicia “Mimi” Reid, 
one of the city’s best under-
classman, scored 12 points in-
cluding the tying basket on a 
coast-to-coast layup with 1:22 
remaining in the game. She 
is averaging 8.8 points per 
contest and is soaking in be-
ing around her veteran team-
mates.

“I learn from them and 
they also learn from me,” Reid 
said. 

She is also learning to en-
joy and appreciate McLaugh-
lin’s ability to come through 
in crunch time. 

“That is something we ex-
pect from her,” Reid said. “It’s 
even better when she comes 
out and does it.”

Ashanae McLaughlin.  Photo by Ken Maldonado

Browns (4-11) 13   

I don’t think the Jets should 
fire Rex Ryan mainly because 
there isn’t anyone, out there, 
who would be an improvement.

Geno Smith played pretty 
well. He was 20/36, 214yds, 2tds, 
and NO turnovers. They rushed 
for 208 and allowed 215yds. Ivory 
rushed 20-109 and Powell had a 
long run of 39yds.  The D had 3 
sacks and 2 INTs. Make no mis-
take; the Jets played the Browns 
not the Broncos.

Giants (5-9)  Lions (7-7)

New Yankees Line-up

Jerry Crasnick (ESPNY.com) 
talked about Carlos Beltran. 
“Beltran and fellow free-agent 
signings Jacoby Ellsbury and 
Brian McCann will give man-
ager Joe Girardi a decidedly new 
batting order for a total long-
term cost of $283 million.

With the addition of Beltran, 
the Yankees now have six out-
fielders on their roster who will 
make more than $90M combined, 
Four of them will be at least 35 
on opening day (Wells, Soriano, 
Beltran, and Suzuki.”

Carlos Beltran

I’ve always liked Beltran and 
I think that he’ll do well in pin-
stripes.

Wilpon threw him under 
a bus when he took that final 

Continued on page 67



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 D
e

c
. 2

7
, 2

0
1

3
-

J
a

n
. 2

, 2
0

1
4

   
   

6
6

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The dawn of the New 

Year provides us with a mo-
ment to look back on the 
events of the last 365 days. 
That is exactly what Sports 
Editor Joseph Staszewski is 
doing as he recognizes the 
top players, coaches and 
performance of during the 
year in Bronx high school 
sports. Here is a look at who 
and what made the cut:

Program of the Year: St. 
Raymond

The Raven’s claimed two 
of the cities more presti-
gious titles starting with its 
fi rst CHSAA Intersectional 
baseball crown since 1989. 
There isn’t a more grueling 
tournament than the one 
needed to win the Catho-
lic baseball title. St. Rays 
can also call itself Arch-
diocesan boy’s basketball 
champions after beating 
rival Cardinal Hayes in the 
fi nal. 

Athlete of the Year: Ma-
ria Backman, Cardinal 
Spellman girl’s basketball

The athletic wing com-
pleted a four-year journey 
from basketball newbie to 
Division I athlete. Back-
man is a dynamic force on 
the court and her skilled 
earned her a scholarship 
to play at the University 
of Michigan. Her post sea-
son performances were 
silly good including 30 
and 40-point double-double 
games as Spellman reached 
the CHSAA Class A cham-
pionship game last year. 
The Pilots are off to a per-
fect start this season.  

Coach of Year: Marc De-
Luca, St. Raymond base-
ball

The third-year coach 
entered the year with a tal-
ented, but inexperienced 
team. By the end of the sea-
son the Ravens were a con-
fi dent, well-oiled machine 
and went on to win the 
school’s fi rst CHSAA Class 
AA intersectional baseball 
title since 1989. St. Ray’s, 
which did not lose a game 
in the tournament, adopted 
DeLuca’s gritty approach. 

Best Newcomer: Timo-
thy Poindexter, Cardinal 
Hayes football

The Cardinals running 
back burst onto the scene 
in his fi rst varsity season. 
The dynamic running back 
helped lead Hayes to its 

fi rst CHSFL Class AA title 
since 1992 by scoring two 
touchdowns in a Turkey 
Bowl title game win over ri-
val Mount St. Michael. The 
sophomore scored 17 total 
touchdowns and rushed for 
1,292 yards.  

Comeback Athlete of the 
Year: Gianna Finz, Bronx 
Science girl’s soccer 

The Wolverines junior 
missed all of last season 
and her team’s city champi-
onship run with a torn ACL. 
The determined Finz re-
turned to show off why she 
is one of the city’s top mid-
fi elders. She scored 22 goals 
and dished out 10 assists, 
including two in the semifi -
nals to help lead Bronx Sci-
ence back to the PSAL city 
championship game.  

Break out star: Desure 
Buie, Wings Academy boy’s 
basketball 

Buie transitioned fl aw-
lessly to playing varsity bas-
ketball as a sophomore. The 
point guard was the glue to 
a veteran Wings team that 
reached the PSAL Class AA 
semifi nals. He averaged 
10 points and seven assists 
during the regular season 
and as a junior has become 
one of the city top college 
prospects.   

Game of the Year: Cardi-
nal Hayes @ St. Raymond, 
boy’s basketball

It wasn’t a playoff game, 
but boy was an instant clas-
sic. Cardinal Hayes wing 
Chris Robinson scored 30 
points and hit a 3-pointer 
at the buzzer to give the 
Cardinals a dramatic 91-89 
overtime win after blowing 
a double-digit on the road. 
The fans stormed the court 
and Robinson was lifted on 
his teammates’ shoulders 
in celebration. 

Best facilities upgrade: 
Fordham Prep’s basketball 
court

The Rams fl oor was 
given a fresh new look and 
a new name. It went from 
a rubberized surface to a 
fresh wood fl oor to go along 
with the loud and energetic 
atmosphere. Having the 
court named after alum 
and famed NBA executive 
Donnie Walsh only added to 
its cache.  

Quote of the year: 
“We had our chocolate 

milk. The whole tourna-
ment is sponsored by choc-

olate milk. We had some 
chocolate milk at half time. 
It settled us down. 

– Fannie Lou Hammer 
boy’s basketball coach Marc 
Skelton on the reasons for 
his team’ strong second 

half in the state Federation 
‘B’ semifi nals 

Story of the Year: Monsi-
gnor Scanlan boy’s basket-
ball wins its fi rst State Fed-
eration title after a winless 
season.

The Crusaders went from 
worst to fi rst by winning 
the state Federation Class 
B title a year against Bronx 
rival Fannie Lou Hammer 
after a winless season. An 
infl ux of talent and the ar-

rival of former Rice coach 
Dwayne Mitchell ushered 
in one of the quickest turn-
around the city has seen in 
recent years. Scanlan has 
since moved up to the Class 
A division.   

The best of 2013 in Bronx HS sports

Cardinal Spellman hoops star Maria Backman (c.) was selected as the Bronx Athlete of the Year. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Bronx Science’s Gianna Finz (r.) was selected as the Bronx Comeback Athlete of the Year.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The Preston girl’s bas-

ketball is starting fresh 
both in its roster and on 
the bench. 

The Panthers graduated 
six seniors from a team 
that had two of the best 
years in program history 
and had two other players 
not return after choosing 
to focus on volleyball. As-
sistant coach Bill McCaf-
frey replaced former coach 
John Martin, who stepped 
down to coach his son’s 
CYO team after trying to 
lead both teams last year, 
according to athletic direc-
tor Jamie Skarapits.

McCaffery has been 
pleasantly surprised by a 
squad that returned just 
one player in guard ju-
nior Madeline Giannini 
who saw any signifi cant 
playing time a year ago. 
The Panthers are off to a 
5-2 start overall and 2-2 
in the CHSAA Bronx/
Westchester league despite 
their inexperience. 

“We are meshing to-

gether,” said Giannini who 
is averaging 15 points per 
game. “It’s been tough we 
haven’t played together 
too long. We are trying to 
get cohesive and be a team. 
For a new team I feel we 
have been playing well to-
gether.”

The lightening quick 
and smart guard is one of 
three captains along with 
backcourt mates Jamilah 
Ketchham and Christine 
Albin, who can really shoot 
it. McCaffery described 
Ketchman as a player who 
does a little bit of every-
thing on the court. She is 
a great defender with an 
improving shot. Kethcham 
has 12 rebounds in a recent 
loss to Kennedy Catholic.

“If I had fi ve of her on 
the court I don’t think I’d 
ever lose a game,” McCaf-
fery said. 

The present and the fu-
ture are bright because of 
the team’s younger players. 
Sophomores Paige Castiello 
and Kylah Blake have al-
ready made an immediate 

impact. Both are averaging 
around 10 points a game to 
g along with fi ve rebounds. 
McCaffrey has been im-
pressed with Castiello’s 
toughness early on. Fresh-
man Christine Rice has al-
ready had a 20-point game.  

“[Castiello] is he only 
one who will [box out] re-
ligiously on every single 
shot, every single drive,” 
McCaffrey said.

There is still plenty of 
work ahead as Preston’s 
player look to become even 
more accustomed to play-
ing with each other. Gian-
inni said the time she and 
her teammates have spent 
together off the court has 
helped them jell. For Mc-
Caffrey the reason for their 
success is a simple one. 
This group wants to suc-
ceed and will except noth-
ing less. 

“These girls want it,” he 
said. “These girls just want 
to work. All these girls are 
all business.”

The business of winning 
that is. 

Inexperienced, hungry Preston girl’s 
basketball off to fast start

First year Preston coach Bill McCaffrey talks to his team during a time out.  Photo by Joseph Staszewski

strike in 2006. For the re-
cord Beltran gave the Mets 
6yrs. averaging a .280 BA 
with HRs in the mid 20’s 
and RBI’s in the mid 80’s.   

For his 16 year career 
he has a .287BA, 28HRs/yr, 
104RBIs, and an .854OPS.

Knicks GM

How is Steve Mills 
working out? Has he 
cleared ANY cap room? Is 
there ANY plan? Lupica 
had a good idea by suggest-
ing that the Knicks bring 
in Rod Thorn as team CEO. 
If he’s reluctant, perhaps 
he has a recommendation 
of someone who might be a 
good fit. 

Knicks Resurgence

Ian Begley (ESPNNY.
com) liked the team’s dif-
ferent style. “The Knicks 
look like a completely dif-
ferent team than the one 
that had lost nine straight 
going into Brooklyn. An-
thony said a big part of 
the reason why is that he 
has shot and scored less 
on purpose.  I wanted to 

Pipe Dreams: Kicks Resurgence; MLB Rule Thought; Giants Malaise
From page 65 do something a little dif-

ferent to see if it worked,” 
Anthony said. “Me scoring 
30 wasn’t working.” 

Instead, Anthony, who’s 
averaging 25.9 points and 
9.9 rebounds this season, 
is deftly passing out of 
double-teams. He has shot 
a combined 14-of-22 and 
scored a total of 39 points 
in the past two wins. Dur-
ing the Knicks’ nine-game 
losing streak, he averaged 
28.6 points while taking 
23.2 shots a game. 

The Knicks have been 
moving the ball, and they 
buried 16 of 27 3-pointers 
against the Nets, with six 
players scoring in double 
figures. Against Orlando, 
the Knicks went 17-of-34 
from behind the arc and 
had seven players in dou-
ble figures. 

“I knew it was going to 
eventually happen,” Felton 
said of the Knicks’ offen-
sive explosion. “I’m glad 
that it did. It was a good 
night to happen in Brook-
lyn, and then we came 
back tonight and showed 

that it wasn’t a fluke. 
“We came out tonight 

to really prove that,” he 
added.

Holy Cow! The Celts em-
barrassed them in the next 
game by beating them by 
40 in MSG. The “experts” 
said it was Woodson’s job 
to keep them focused. Re-
member what Chuck Daly 
said about the winning 
Pistons. “You can only 
coach a team if the players 
let you.”

MLB Rule Thought

MLB is considering 
adopting a rule outlaw-
ing home plate collisions. 
In years past it was more 
important to sneak a foot 
past the tag attempt, scor-
ing a run, than  “Rambo” 
into the catcher. Steve 
Buckley (Boston Herald) 
agreed and gave his opin-
ion, “Matt Noone, head 
baseball coach at Babson 
College, notes that the 
amateur game has long 
since outlawed barrel-
ing into catchers “and it 
hasn’t affected the qual-
ity of the game.” He also 

notes that these plays 
don’t often occur in profes-
sional baseball and notes, 
“Given the infrequency 
with which it happens, 
why risk serious injury?”                                                                                                     
Bottom line: Banning 
home plate collisions isn’t 
going to change the way 
the game is played, or the 
way we watch and enjoy 
it. Lots of tweaking will 
need to be done, no doubt 
about that, so let’s just get 
on with the tweaking and 
then come up with some 
very real, very enforceable 
rules to speed up the game
.                                         One 
of the biggest issues facing 
pro sports leagues is that 
the games were designed 
100 or more years ago, 
and with much smaller 
men in mind. Red Grange, 
the great running back of 
the 1920s, weighed about 
180 pounds. And if you 
watch a replay of Dave 
Righetti’s 1983 no-hitter 
against the Red Sox, you’ll 
swear you’re watching an 
American Legion game.                                                                                           
Only in recent years have 

players morphed into 
year-round workout ma-
chines. And don’t even 
get me going on the juice.                                                                             
The players are bigger, 
stronger, faster. If they 
want to run into people, 
let them run into people 
who are dressed for the oc-
casion.”                                                                                            

Thanksgiving                                                                                                       
Greg Cote (Miami 

Herald) talked about the 
Heat’s Thanksgiving feast. 
“LeBron James treated his 
team to Thanksgiving din-
ner at his 30,000-square 
foot mansion just outside 
of Akron, Ohio. I don’t 
wanna say the affair was 
extravagant but the ca-
tered banquet arrived by 
Mayflower. Not the mov-
ing van. The original one
.”                                                                                       

Giants Malaise                                                                                                            
I finally got out of 

it on Tuesday. I’m sure 
that the draft board in 
Reese’s office is start-
ing to get names on it.                                                                                                  
On my list (in order of im-
portance) we have OL, DB, 
LB, RB, WR, QB? If one 

falls into the Giants’ lap.                                                                                             
Crackers                                                                                                                         

Bob Molinaro (Hamp-
tonRoads.com) talked 
about Jerry Jones, “Jerry 
Jones’ delusional, egotisti-
cal, ramblings about why 
his Cowboys don’t need a 
genuine general manager 
are sweet music to the rest 
of the NFL. Meanwhile, 
the EPA reports that the 
hot air produced by Jones 
has be identified as a ma-
jor contributor to global 
warming.”                                                                                                          

A Rose By 

Any Other Name                                                                                    
Dwight  Perry (Seattle 

Times) quoted Pete Rose 
talking about Jay Z get-
ting Robinson Cano that 
big contract, “He got him 
a big raise, but he got him 
an extra 30-day vacation- 
and it’s called October.                                                                                                                                        

Coach Wilford                                                                                                                  
ohn Swope of Irwin, 

PA asked Norman Chad. 
“If Andy Reid were to sud-
denly take ill, could Wil-
ford Brimly step in unno-
ticed?”
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NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL EXAM
X-RAYS AND CLEANINGX-RAYS AND 

$50with this ad

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
183 West 231 Street

Bronx, NY 10463
(718) 543-1123

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
1 East Fordham Road

Bronx, NY 10468
(718) 365-0990

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
4260 Broadway

New York, NY 10033
(212) 923-5555

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
2169 White Plains Rd.

Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 597-6314                

Cohen’s Gentle Dental
444 Willis Avenue.
Bronx, NY 10455

(718) 585-4400

NEW PATIENT 

SPECIAL 

EXAM
X-Rays and Cleaning

$75 with this ad

PARTIALS

Reg. $1000
Metal Partial: 
$800
Acrylic Partial: 
$600

SAME DAY

DENTURES

$999

OVERDENTURE

$3500
IMPLANTS
STARTING AT

$499

VALPLAST 

FLEXIBLE 

PARTIALS

Reg. $1200
Now $1000

CALL NOW AND RECEIVE

OUR SPECIAL 1 HOUR

ZOOM!

Teeth Whitening Special

Regular Price $500 - $400 w/thids ad




