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SLOW
ZONE

GROANS
DOT winners and losers

Fighting Fun On City Island
Caden Alvarez honors the late Hector Camacho, dressing up as the former 
heavyweight champion at the City Island Halloween Parade on October 31. 
Check out more photos on page 7.

Photo by W
alter Pofeldt 

BY BEN KOCHMAN
The latest rollout of the Depart-

ment of Transportation’s “Slow 
Zone” program to curb speeding 
has local winners beaming and 
losers grumbling.

Sections of Parkchester, 
Westchester Square and Nor-

wood were awarded Slow Zones 
in early October with plans for 
construction over the next three 
years.

 Five slow zone applications in 
Community District 11 —includ-
ing proposed slowdowns in Aller-

Stable
sale put
on hold

BY DAVID CRUZ
Hold your horses!  
A judge has delayed the 

sale of a rundown Pelham 
Parkway stable after it’s reclu-
sive owner fi led papers rebut-
ting the city’s claim he owes 
$20,000 in back taxes.  

Buster Marengo, the owner 
of the stables, claims he’s not 
liable for the property taxes, 
water and sewer bills that 
have piled up over the course 
of a few years.  

The late afternoon judge’s 
ruling came Nov. 4 during an 
early afternoon auction on 
the stables where fi ve horses, 
including Marengo’s horse 
Bronco, reside. Marengo ar-
gued that the bills were in-
curred by another owner prior 
to him taking ownership of the 
stables found at the very end 
of Pelham Parkway South’s 
service road near Stillwell Av-
enue.  Third-party mediator 
Edmond Pryor sold the prop-
erty to highest bidder Acqua 
LLC for $451,000 at the auction 
at Bronx County Courthouse 
early, though the entity can-
not take the horses.  

Those still belong to 
Marengo and another associ-
ate, John Warren, who owns 
four of the horses – Peaches, 
Pumpkin, Titi and Louise.  
Animal rights groups have 
consistently offered to serve 
as custodian of the horses 
should the property go to a 
new owner, though Marengo 
hasn’t budged.  

Current New Owner

New deed holder Louis 
Zazzarino told the Times Re-
porter he intends to turn the 

City Island Bridge lawsuit
BY PATRICK ROCCHIO

With a little help from an elected 
offi cial, City Island is readying a 
lawsuit to block the construction 
of its new bridge. 

The lawsuit is being backed by 
Senator Jeff Klein, and will focus 
on the lack of a Uniform Land Use 
Review Process bridge opponents 
believe was needed.

The suit should contend the 
ULURP process was necessary be-
cause construction of the bridge 
may require changes to the city 
map. It will also call for a Tempo-

rary Restraining Order against 
the construction. 

Klein announced plans for the 
lawsuit at a City Island Civic Asso-
ciation meeting on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 29. It was expected to be fi led 
on Friday, Nov. 8. 

“We should not have to sac-
rifi ce the majesty of City Island 
in exchange for a 21st century 
bridge,” said Klein. “As I have said 
all along, the community should 
have been consulted throughout 
this process. But now that the 
Department of Transportation is 

moving ahead with a design that 
does not address some of the com-
munity’s biggest concerns, I think 
it’s important we fi le this lawsuit 
to make sure that the City Island 
community’s voices are heard. 
This is not a step we take lightly. 
But I believe it’s the best step for 
all of us moving forward.”

The city Department of Trans-
portation held a pre-construction 
meeting at P.S. 175 on City Island 
on Monday, Sept. 23, with con-
tractor Tutor Perini set to begin 

An early artist rendering of the new 
City Island Bridge. The current design, 
if unchanged, should be similar.   

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4 Continued on Page 11
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Exquisitely designed just for 
you — the perfect home in a 
great location. 
Enjoy luxury, comfort and style in 
this gorgeous apartment that boasts 
of spacious two bedroom, two bath, 
and balcony with spectacular views to 
enjoy the great weather. 

Timeless design, state of the art 
gourmet kitchen, solid oak wood 
cabinets, extra ordinary finishes. 
Top stainless steel appliance, granite 
countertop, marble full height 
backsplash. Gleaming hardwood 
floor, crown molding, stunning 
baths, individual central A/C and 
room heating, private laundry, 
camera & alarm system in each unit. 
Programmable elevators for shabbat 
observers, fitness center, play area, 
community center. Easy access to 
shops, restaurants, bank, school, 
community center, park, express bus. 
Train/metro 25 min to Grand Central. 
Block & brick construction. Low 
maint/low tax/421 A/FHA approval.

“Be the first on your block to be 
the first on your block.”

Commercial Space
Approx. 2400 sqft, high ceilings, 
light fixtures installed, two 
finished large bathrooms with 
handicap access.  Separate entrance 
space could be divided into three 
offices with large reception area.

Available
Apartments: $449k - $534k 
Penthouse: $1.6M 
Community Center: $1.3M
Entire Building: $6M 

531 Management LLC
684 Britton St., Suite 4
Bronx, NY 10467
718.652.6600 ph
718.652.6800 fax  
mauriceenterprise@aol.com
www.mauricecontractors.com

Rive Signature
531 W 235th St.
Riverdale, NY 10463

BY DAVID CRUZ
A respected Throggs 

Neck Catholic high 
school is being sued by a 
family who claims their 
daughter was kicked out 
for being gay. 

Amanda Acevedo, a 
Preston High School se-
nior, is back at school 
for now while a judge 
reviews the allega-
tions made against the 
all-girls institution on 
Schurz Avenue.

Preston officials were 
aware of Amanda’s ori-
entation two years back 
when she brought a fe-
male date to a school 
dance.  School dean Jo-
seph DeBona saw this 
and questioned Amanda, 
now a senior at the 
school.   

“That’s absolutely in-
trusive,” charged John 
Acevedo, Amanda’s dad.  
“He separated them and 
started asking questions 

about her sexuality.”  
Things came to a 

head early this year af-
ter Amanda got into a 
fight with another stu-
dent on Sept. 17, grab-
bing DeBona’s attention.  
DeBona quickly expelled 
Amanda roughly an hour 
after the fight, while the 
other student was only 
suspended, according to 
the suit.  

Acevedo said DeBona’s 
unilateral decision to re-
move Amanda violated 
the school’s policy on 
presenting the expulsion 
matter to a four-member 
panel. 

But Acevedo believes 
DeBona’s actions were 
largely motivated be-
cause he’s homophobic.  

“That’s not a reason to 
throw her out of school,” 
said Acevedo, who pays 
$9,000 in tuition each 
year to keep Amanda in 
the school.  

The family’s attorney, 
Garfield Hesla, main-
tains the Catholic school 
is driven by doctrine 
rather than compassion.

“We know that as long 
as she’s there she’s em-
blematic of everything 
they don’t support,” said 
Hesla, who’s also work-
ing the case with co-
counsel Shaun Reid.  

Local legislators 
Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca and Sen. Jeff 
Klein have stepped 
in, sipmply asking if 
Preston officials can 
reconsider the move.  
But school officials 
haven’t budged.

 A letter posted on the 
school website defended 
the school’s actions to 
expel Amanda while de-
nying “all allegations of 
discrimination.”  

“Preston High School 
has not and does not en-
gage in unlawful dis-

crimination for any 
reason,” wrote princi-
pal Jane Grendell,  “in-
cluding discrimination 
based upon one’s sexual 
orientation.”

Officials have main-
tained its zero-tolerance 
stance on fighting, a po-
sition “parents must ac-
knowledge, in writing, 
that they know and un-
derstand this rule.”  

All the parties will 
head back to court on 
Nov. 12th. The suit does 
not seek monetary dam-
ages, but simply wants 
Amanda restored as a 
full-time student. 

For now, Amanda’s 
back at school playing 
catchup with work and 
college applications.  

“This is a nightmare 
of a senior year for her,” 
said her father. “This 
is supposed to be one of 
the happiest years of her 
life.”  

Claims she was expelled for lifestyle

Amanda Acevedo fi ghts to stay in Preston High School, which re-
moved her for fi ghting.  She maintains she’s was pulled out for 
being  gay.     Photo by JC Rice  

Gay student sues Preston HS
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Schedule a tour and receive a free gift with mention of this ad

Ready
for exciting  
new experiences.

Not ready
to give up their  
independence.

Perfect for
Bronxwood.

@   Enjoyable and affordable independent lifestyle
@   Supervised, supportive and well appointed environment
@  Seasoned, committed and caring staff
@  Striving to promote your independence and progress
@  Private or semi-private rooms with full bath and amenities
@  Mediation Assistance Available
@  Ability to come and go at your leisure
@  Wide range of social activities
@  Clinical, therapeutic and personal care services on-site
@  Physical fitness and wellness programs
@   Theater, media rooms, computer center, 

library, games and arts & crafts 
@  Tranquil outdoor lounges 
@  Restaurant style dining – 3 meals provided daily
@  Serving The Bronx and greater NYC area for over 35 years

More than assisted living, better living.

799 East Gun Hill Road     Bronx, NY 10467
 Tel 718-881-9100     Fax 718-515-0150 

www.bronxwood.com



ton, Pelham Parkway and 
Pelham Gardens — were 
rejected.

Neighborhoods getting 
slow downs will get blue 
signage and street paint-
ing announcing speed de-
creases from the citywide 
30 MPH to 20 MPH.

The city’s fi rst slow zone 
was unveiled in Claremont 
in 2011.  Since then the DOT 
has installed slow zones in 
Mt. Eden, Baychester, East-
chester and Riverdale.

DOT research showed 
that while a pedestrian hit 
by a car traveling at 40 MPH 
has a 70 percent chance of 
death, someone hit by a car 
going 25 MPH survives 95 
percent of the time.

 Westchester  Square 

“I was ecstatic. Some-
one is fi nally listening, “ 
Lou Rocco said of  getting 
a slow zone for Westchester 
Square.

Slated for 2016, it will 
run from E. Tremont Ave 
down to the elevated No. 
6 line on Westchester Av-
enue, as far west as Owen 
F. Dolen Park and east to 

Castle Hill Avenue.
President of the 

Westchester Square Civic 
Association, Rocco cited 
cars racing up Overing 
Ave. to make the green 
light on E. Tremont as just 
one issue.

The zone has two schools 
and averages 19 traffi c in-
juries per year, according 
to the DOT. 

Parkchester push

A Parkchester neigh-
borhood loaded with seven 
schools was chosen as an-
other of the 15 areas city-
wide  for a slow zone over 
the next three years. 

Residents in Assem-
blyman Luis Sepulveda’s 
district raised such high-
pitched concerns about 
traffi c on the Metropolitan 
Oval and the Hugh Grand 
Circle that the freshman 
pol was relieved when the 
DOT give his offi ce’s appli-
cation the nod.

Parkchester’s slow zone, 
also planned for 2016, runs 
east to west from White 
Plains Road to Castle Hill 
Avenue, and north to south 
from E. Tremont Ave to the 

elevated subway line on 
Westchester Ave. 

The area averaged 33 
crash-related injuries per 
year from 2007 to 2011, ac-
cording to the DOT. 

Norwood’s slow zone, 
scheduled for a 2014 instal-
lation, runs east from the 
Bronx River Parkway to 
Bainbridge Avenue, bor-
dered by E. Gun Hill Road 
on the north and E. 204th 
Street on the south. 

The DOT cited a concen-
tration of pre-kindergarten 
and daycare services in 
the area as reason for the 
zone’s selection. 

Bronx Park bummed

Four applications were 
shown the door, including a 
stretch of Bronx Park East 
that includes two schools 
and numerous senior and 
daycare centers.

“Our neighborhood de-
serves to be given priority 
for reducing speed,” said 
Raphael Schweizer, who 
submitted an application 
on behalf of the Bronx Park 
East Community Associa-
tion.

The Bronx Park East 

slow zone would have ran 
east to White Plains Road, 
as north as Allerton Ave. 
and as south as Pelham 
Parkway North. It would 
have prevented motorists 
from speeding down Bark-
ing Avenue toward P.S. 96, 
where accidents are com-
mon, Schweizer said.

Allerton angered

A proposed slow zone 

north of Allerton Ave. that 
includes four schools was 
also denied. 

Community leader 
Irene Estrada who fi led the 
application, said she col-
lected over 500 signatures, 
and letters of support from 
the Principals of P.S 76, As-
pire Preparatory Middle 
School, Bronx Green Mid-
dle School and St. Lucy’s 

Catholic School.
Estrada’s slow zone 

would have stretched east 
to west from White Plains 
Road to Bronxwood Ave., 
and as far north as Adee 
Avenue.

Locals will now have 
to wait until at least 2016, 
when the DOT says it will 
reopen the application pro-
cess. 
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Dept. of Transportation approves select areas for ‘Slow Zones’

A slow down is headed to Westchester Square, and Lou Rocco, President of the local Civic Association, 
is ecstatic. Photo by Ben Kochman

From Page 1

property into a six-story 
apartment building with 
a max of 24 units, should 
the judge dismiss Maren-
go’s claims.  

“The stable needs to 
be torn down,” said Zaz-
zarino.  “My intent is 
to build a new building 
there.” 

Zazzarino is an expert 
at buying up foreclosed 
properties and later re-
vamping them.  Should 
the judge grant owner-
ship back to Marengo, 
Zazzarino will have no 
problem giving up the 
property.  

“I am a real estate in-
vestor, I’m not a horse 
guy,” said Zazzarino.  
“I’m just a guy who buys 
property and improves it 
and sells it for profi t.” 

The latest chapter is 
yet another twist in the 
stable saga, which was 
ramped up last year af-
ter new allegations that 
Bronco was continu-
ally mistreated.  Indeed, 
Marengo had been under 
scrutiny by the ASPCA 
for abusing Bronco, issu-
ing several citations that 
stretch back since 2002.  

One of those infrac-
tions included keeping 

Bronco in a stable with 
mounds of manure.  A 
2012 inspection found 
the horse was in good 
shape.

Still, animal lov-
ers pressured the city 
Dept. of Buildings to is-
sue a vacate order on 
the stable.  The wooden 
barnhouse with a single 
window is now deemed 
condemned.  

Sen. Jeff Klein also 
stepped into the fray, 
introducing legislation 
that would ensure ani-
mals are kept out of an 
unsafe building.   

In spite of  Marengo’s 

opponents, several folks 
have stayed with him 
since day one, includ-
ing Egidio Sementeli, 
arguing the city system-
atically siphoned the 
lifeblood of Marengo’s 
business by removing 
the bridle paths nor-
mally used by horse rid-
ers.  The paths were re-
moved by the Parks Dept. 
on the recommendation 
of Community Board 11 
in the mid-2000s.  

Speculation ran ram-
pant last year of an ag-
gressive push to remove 
the stables in favor of an 
apartment building com-

plex that is now defunct.  
Marengo, the city and 

Zazzarino will be back 
in court Nov. 13.  Until 
then, Zazzarino is the 
new owner, though he 

admits he’ll have to hold 
off on any projects un-
til the legal matter’s re-
solved.  

“We’ll see in a month,” 
he said.  

Horse stable sale put on hold

A legal fi ght is now brewing at the Pelham Parkway horse stables, 
with foreclosed owner Buster Marengo fi ghting to dismiss back 
taxes he owes.  The fate of Bronco is uncertain. File Photo 

From Page 1
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W I N E  A N D  DI N E  BY  T H E  M A R I N A

BOOK YOUR PARTY NOW!
Dates Are

Available…
Parties Starting At

$20 Per Person

Catering At Family

Friendly Prices

Award Winning Chicken Wings
& Clam Chowder

Resturant

140 Reynolds Avenue

Bronx, NY 10465
(off Harding Ave. at foot of Throggs Neck Bridge)

718-863-5580
Mon. & Tues. 11am - 9pm

Wed. thru Fri. 11am-10pm

Daily Lunch Special

$13.95
Includes Salad, Entrée, Coffee

and Dessert

Fast Free
Delivery

Daily Dinner Special

$15.95
ncludes Salad, Entrée, Coffee

and Dessert

CALL NOW TO BOOK 

OUR NEXT EVENT!
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HOLIDAY SALE
100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx
718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat IOam-6pm  
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty. We welcome outside prescriptions!
Call 1-800-EYES-789 or visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other restrictions may 
apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change without notice.

Versace • D&G • Armani • Fendi
Roberto Cavalli • Givenchy

Escada • Ray Ban • Tory Burch

$39EYE 
EXAM

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

Includes CR-39 Single Vision Lenses

Includes Flat Top CR-39 Lenses

Includes CR-39 Progressive Lenses

$69
$ 99

$129

2Complete Pairs  
Of Eyeglasses

*

*

*

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

utside prescriptions!

We Speak
English, Spanish,

Albanian and Russian

BY DAVID CRUZ
You made your bed now 

lie in it.
After reports from The 

Bronx Times Reporter, the 
city has shut down an ille-
gal used mattress company 
in Van Nest that was still 
operating despite a court 
order to stop. 

The latest news comes 
amid a separate state in-
vestigation that began 
early this year.  

A padlock now fastens 
the chain-link fence at 
S.M. Bedding, the mattress 
fi rm headquartered at 1609 
Van Buren St., a dead end 
street peppered with two-
story houses.  

Investigators with the 
city Department of Con-
sumer Affairs raided the 
bed warehouse after fi nd-
ing workers still refurbish-
ing used beds and selling 
them.

Records indicate S.M. 
Bedding faced a backlog 
of fi nes for doing business 
without a secondhand 
dealer license.  

DCA summoned com-
pany owners to court 
on Sept. 11th to answer 
charges of skirting regula-
tions, though no company 
representative showed up.  
A judge slapped the com-
pany with $11,400 in fi nes 
for unlicensed activity.  
The company will remain 
shut until it gets its paper-
work and fi nes in order.  

Legal Troubles 

Proceedings began af-
ter a months-long check 
into the mattress company, 
which neighbors said has 
been hauling mattresses 
to the dingy warehouse for 
years.  

“DCA has inspected 
S.M. Bedding four times 
since May,” said DCA 
spokeswoman Abby 
Lootens.  “Each time [we 
issued] them a violation for 
selling secondhand goods 

without a license.” 
The most recent viola-

tion was issued on Sept. 
30 - and ignored. The city 
agency began scrutinizing 
the company shortly after 
the state Department of 
State, in charge of issuing 
LLC licenses, launched a 
separate probe.  

In July, the state re-
issued a new license to 
the company, which fl ew 
under the radar for the 
past eight years.  It still 
doesn’t erase the probe, 
which DOS spokesman 
Laz Benitez maintains is 
still open.  A decision will 
be handed down shortly.  

Moving Forward 

The shutdown now puts 
S.M. Bedding to bed for 
now.  For years, workers 
picked up rancid spring 
mattresses around the 
borough, later scrubbing 
them down outside their 
makeshift warehouse. 

Building records show 
Jean Claude Limited Hold-
ings Corporation as the 
current building owner, 
which also rents space out 
to Appliance Pros, a furni-
ture repair company un-
related to S.M. Bedding. 

Inside the dark depot, 
a stack of clean twin and 
queen-size mattresses 
can be seen wrapped in 
plastic.  In a tiny offi ce, a 
worker was seen stiching 
wool material to become 
the re-used bed’s outer 
layer. 

While there is a mar-
ket for used bedding, 
DOS said handlers are 
required to clean thrifty 
beds with a special chemi-
cal approved by the state 
Department of Health to 
dis-infect and eradicate 
any germs.  It’s unclear 
whether workers had used 
the chemical.  

The Van Nest Neigh-
borhood Alliance has de-
manded an investigation 
for the past several years.  
The group’s president, 
Shradhanand Pirtam, 
is suspicious of the bed 
company regardless of 
whether it has its license.

“One of the neighbors 
complained they were get-
ting bed bugs,” said the 
group’s president, Shrad-
hanand Pirtam.  

There was no phone 
number listed for S.M. 
Bedding.  

City padlocks Van Nest fi rm

This illegal mattress fi rm in Van Nest is now shuttered following a 
probe by the city.                   Photo by Walter Pofeldt

The Big Sleep for 
used mattress co.

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL (718) 742-3386
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Colorful costumes, spooky haunts and ghoulish fun capped this year’s Halloween festivities in the Bronx, 
celebrated with several parades and parties.  The Bronx Times Reporter was there to capture it all! 

(Left top) The 21st Century’s Bride of Frankenstein goes stag at 
the City Island Halloween Parade.  Where’s Mr. Frankenstein?!?
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Samantha Kucerak bewitches the crowd at the City Island Hal-
loween Parade, casting her spell. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(Top) Several Disney characters are escorted by some giant people 
during the “Little Monster March” parade, hitting the local McDon-
ald’s in Throggs Neck. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(Middle) The Halloween spirit courses through activity directors 
Tahisha Hutchinson-Hill and Sanya Russell, on hand at the Work-
men’s Circle Halloween extravanganza. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(Bottom) The Halloween spirit was alive and well at the Workmen’s 
Circle MultiCare Center with patients and staff decked in ghoul-
ish wears.  Residents also took part in a pumpkin carving contest 
while sharing stories of some favorite Halloween moments.  They 
also collected mounds of candy.     Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(Right top) Juan Diaz made this costume--a hybrid of a Jack 
O’Lantern and a tactical military man.  He appeared before 
neighbors at the City Island Halloween Parade.   
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

The Queen of the Crows known to friends as Bernadette Piri, 
makes an appearance and the annual City Island Halloween Pa-
rade.  She was part of dozens of costume-clad residents taking 
part in the yearly parade, drawing plenty of kids and adults.
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 



BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Frustrated nurses are 

charging a staffi ng cri-
sis at Montefi ore Medical 
Center facilities, while 
overfl ow patients are 
winding up placed in hall-
ways. 

The New York State 
Nurses Association, 
staged a spirited rally 
outside of Montefi ore Mo-
ses division in Norwood 
on Oct. 30 to protest over-
crowding throughout the 
sprawling healthcare sys-
tem. 

They charged “assem-
bly-line conditions” are 
forcing them to spend 
more time on paperwork 
and less time with pa-
tients, patients being given 
“hallway assignments” 
when there are not enough 
rooms for beds, and con-
cerns about veteran care-
givers being forced to re-
apply for their jobs with 
a four-month probation 
at the new Montefi ore 

Westchester Square (for-
merly Westchester Square 
Medical Center and no 
longer a full-service hos-
pital).   

The nurses used street 
theater when protesting 
on the street outside of 
Moses to drive the point 
home that safe-staffi ng 
levels were needed at all 
of Montefi ore’s facilities.

Patients in hallways

Karine Raymond, NY-
SNA president at Monte’s 
Weiler Hospital Division 
in Morris Park, said that 
they have seen a “steady 
climb” in patients being 
given hallways assign-
ments there since the 
takeover and conversion 
of nearby Westchester 
Square Medical Center 
into a full-service emer-
gency department and am-
bulatory surgery center.

The number of days 
that any patients had to 
be given hallway assign-
ments have increased 

from one or two a week be-
fore Westchester Square 
Medical Center closed to 
every day, she said. 

With fl u season ap-
proaching, and an ex-
pected spike in hospital-
izations, she added, the 
situation is particularly 
troubling. 

In recent rounds on 
seven fl oors in the Weiler 
division, Raymond said 
she found 17 patients in the 
hallways. Some patients 
are promised a room, she 
noted, but many never 
receive one, and have no 
chance of getting one. 

“It is very heartbreak-
ing that this is what pa-
tients in a premier hospi-
tal in America are being 
forced to go through,” said 
Raymond. “No bathroom, 
no sink, no toilet, no oxy-
gen supply.” 

Privacy issues

For a nurse, having 
any patients in the hall-
way is troublesome be-

cause many procedures 
that would normally be 
done in private, like put-
ting a “foley” on a patient 
so that urine can be col-
lected in bags, are being 
done in hallways. Even if 
screens are set up, people 
can oftentimes see into 
them, she said. 

“There is a real prob-
lem being in a hallway,” 
she said, “because you 
have no privacy - none.” 

Raymond said the best 
possible solutions is to in-
crease staffi ng.

“Two or three nurses 
for 20 patients is not going 
to cut it,” she said, “be-
cause many nurses leave 
the hospital hoping that 
they gave every patient 
what they needed.” 

A NYSNA spokesman 
did have an immediate 
response as to whether 
the union was calling on 
the state Department of 
Health to investigate the 
situaiton.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Cops slapped the pad-

lock on an east Bronx deli 
after it was busted for sell-
ing untaxed cigarettes.

Acting under the city’s 
Nuisance Abatement Law, 
NYPD Vice cops raided Jim-
my’s Deli at 4011 E. Tremont 
Avenue in Throggs Neck on 
Friday, Nov. 1. 

Authorities said under-
cover cops made a number 
of purchases of the cheap, 
untaxed smokes in gather-
ing evidence.

The owner of the prop-
erty, Ahmed Kassim, is re-
sponsible under the law. He 
was due back in court on 
Wednesday, Nov. 6.

The current store owner 
protested his innocence, 
however, telling  the Bronx 
Times Reporter that he only 
recently took over operation 
from the previous operator.

Deli owner Ibrahim 
“Brian” Aludias said he 
had been running the store 

since “one or two months 
ago.” Department of Build-
ings documents list him as 
the deli owner as of Oct. 17. 

Aludias denied selling 
untaxed cigarettes, blam-
ing the previous owners of 
the Sea Breeze Deli, busted 
for selling alcohol to a mi-
nor in 2012. 

“Vice has been working 
at that location. On several 
occasions they made ar-
rests for selling untaxed 
cigarettes,” said Captain 
James McGeown of the 45th 
Precinct. “They submitted 
it for nuisance abatement. 
That came through and 
they padlocked the place on 
Friday.” 

McGeown called the sit-
uation ongoing. 

The building has nine 
open Environmental Con-
trol Board violations for 
alleged offenses including 
using the building for a use 
contrary to what is stated 
in the Certifi cate of Occu-

pancy, failure to maintain 
the building, and failure 
to provides two “means of 
egress,” which could be 
very important in evacuat-
ing the building in case of 
an emergency, like a a fi re.  

Selling untaxed ciga-
rettes cannot be good for 

area merchants in the area 
who are trying to do the 
right thing by obeying the 
law, said Throggs Neck 
Merchants Association 
president Steve Kaufman. 

“Basically, it is another 
instance of trying to get 
people doing illegal things 

out of the area,” said McG-
eown, who also added “sell-
ing untaxed cigarettes is 
an economic loss for other 
merchants in the area.”

Under the city’s Nui-
sance Abatement Law, the 
city can go after landlords 
who allow various illegal 
activities to continue on 

their properties, from drug 
activity to gambling to ille-
gal sale of alcohol to minors. 
It can also apply to violation 
of  building codes, fi re codes 
and zoning rules.

After a certain number 
of guilty fi ndings by a court, 
the property can be ordered 
permanently closed.

New owner says he is not to blame for untaxed cigarette sales 

Jimmy’s Deli was closed at 4011 E. Tremont Avenue under the city’s 
nussiance abatement laws. The deli’s owner says it is not his fault. 
 

Vice squad closes Throggs Neck deli

The Van Cortlandt 
Jewish Center will 
hold its ninth annual 
indoor Bazaar and 
Carnival and an on-
line auction of more 
than 150 items, worth 
more than $40,000 on 
Sunday, Nov. 17 from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 3880 
Sedgwick Ave.,  next to 
the Van Cortlandt Li-
brary.

The on-line auction 

will include vacations, 
tickets to Knicks games, 
jewelry, museum and 
sports memorabilia, 
while the bazaar and 
carnival will carnival 
games, a clown, door 
prizes and raffl es, as 
well as vendors’ tables 
and information.

For more informa-
tion, call 718-884-6105 
or go to www.bidding-
forgood.com/vcjc.

VCJC bazaar Nov. 17

Montefi ore nurses and Union offi cials members call on the admin-
stration to respect nurses and patients during a rally on Wednesday, 
Oct. 30.  courtesy of NYSNA 

Monte nurses protest conditions

The Throggs Neck 
Benevolent Association’s 
18th Annual 5k Turkey 
Trot race is upcoming on 
Saturday, Nov. 23.

The annual event at 
Orchard Beach is held 
in memory of Geral-
dine Crowley-Crorkin, a 
young mother and com-
munity member who died 
of cancer. The race helps 
the TNBA raise money 
to help community mem-

bers in need. 
There will be a post-

race party at “Thirty 3 
Sixty 3” restaurant at 
3363 E. Tremont Avenue. 

Pre-registration is $30 
if postmarked by Nov. 13. 
On race day, it is $35. The 
fee includes the race, a t-
shirt, and the post-race 
party. To just attend the 
post-race party is $20. 

Vosot tnba342@aol.
com for information. 

Turkey Trot Nov. 23



BY DAVID CRUZ 
AND BEN KOCHMAN

The  building’s 
name is the  Van 
Nest Pelham Library. 
But for over 40 years it has 
sat at Barnes Ave., a block 
from Pelham Parkway 
South, indisputably Pel-
ham Parkway territory.

Now locals are pushing 
for their nearby New York 
Public Library branch to 
get book smart and add 
one little important word 
to reflect the neigborhood 
it serves.

Residents are now dis-
tributing a petition for the 
library to be renamed the 
Van Nest-Pelham Parkway 
Library.

“Morris Park has the 
Morris Park Library, Al-
lerton has the Allerton 
Library, but Van Nest Li-
brary is in Pelham Park-
way,” said Edith Blitzer, 
president of the Pelham 
Parkway Neighborhood 

Association (PPNA), 
which authored the peti-
tion.  “It’s not Van Nest.  
It’s Pelham Parkway.”

Adding one word

She’s hoping library 
officials simply add that 
all-important “Parkway” 
word to reflect her beloved 
neighorhood.

“The only thing that 
would cost them is the 
sign,” Blitzer argued.  

The branch re-located 
to Barnes Avenue in 1967 
from its original locale at 
Rhinelander Ave. in Van 
Nest, but the naming slight  
remained quiet for years, 
until Blitzer launched her 
blitz for the name change.   

She’s intensified pres-
sure for the name inclu-
sion in the past two years, 
bringing the matter to 
Community Board 11.  

Blitzer’s campaign 
is driven by community 
pride for Pelham Parkway, 
the leafy residential neigh-

borhood she’s long consid-
ered overlooked.

These days, there have 
been increased efforts to 
“put Pelham Parkway on 
the map,” with several 
community festivals, such 
as the first-ever Hallow-
een Parade and last year’s 
holiday lights sponsored 
by Assemblyman Mark 
Gjonaj and Senator Jeff 
Klein.  

Political support for 
PPNA’s latest endeavor 
has been strong. Back in 
2011, CB11 forwarded a let-
ter to the New York Public 
Library’s Board of Trust-
ees, asking the panel to 
consider the request.  

Even the Van Nest 
Neighborhood Alliance 
penned its own letter sup-
porting the name change. 
Since 2006, folks from 
Van Nest have also used 
the nearby Morris Park 
branch on Morris Park. 
Ave.

But the library’s 
Board of Trustees has not 
budged.  Changing the tra-
ditional name would just 
cause more confusion, 
since there is already a 
Pelham Bay branch, ar-
gued Angela Montefinse, 
Public Library Director 
Of Media Relations, in an 
email. 

But the Pelham Bay 
branch is over three miles 
west of the Van Nest-Pel-
ham branch. 

The Trustees will meet 
for the final time this year 
on Nov. 20 in Manhattan. 

In the meantime, the 
local library plans to keep 
providing services for 
whoever walks in, regard-
less of neighborhood af-
filation.

“I bet most people 
around here don’t even 
know what the name is,” 
said branch manager Da-
vid Nochimson. “To them, 
it’s just the library.”
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C.O.D.

Prompt Delivery • Easy Online Ordering
Metered Delivery • Premium Heating Oil

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

1 (800) 227-4328

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

*Mention this ad 
when you place your 
order and receive an 

additional 3¢ off 
per gallon 

Refer a new customer 
to us and take an 
additional 3¢ off 

per gallon 
on your next order 

SECURITY DRUGS
Surgical Supplies
Wheel Chairs

Money Gram

Phone Cards

secdrugs@yahoo.com

com

Natu “Nick” Gevaria, BS 
Rph Pharmacist

Pharmacy/Surgucal
Supplies

Pelham Parkway residents wants name in Van Nest branch

Branch librarian David Nochimson outside library locals want 
named the Van Nest-Pelham PARKWAY library.   Photo by Ben Kochman

Word up on this library
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preliminary work on a 
temporary bridge as soon 
as Wednesday, Sept. 30. A 
temporary bridge will have 
to be constructed before the 
current bridge is removed 
and the new bridge is built 
in its place. 

The new bridge has a 
steel-cable design that many 
at the City Island Chamber 
of Commerce and the City 
Island Civic Association 
feel is out of place because 
of its modernistic, soaring 
150-foot-tall tower. The cur-
rent quaint but deteriorat-
ing bridge is over 100-years-
old.  

“From the Chamber’s 
point of view, City Island is 
successful as a destination 
because I believe it offers an 
alternative to the high-rise, 
high-density area,” said 
Chamber President Gerard 
“Skip” Giacco. “I see the 
new bridge as a beginning 
of a change there.” 

That quaint feel of City 
Island - which has a 35-foot 
height restriction on all 

buildings - is jeopardized 
because the bridge’s height 
could set a precedent that 
might allow developers 
to build beyond 35-feet in 
height, he said. This would 
jeopardize the quaint char-
acter of the island that 
many in its business and 
residential community say 
differentiates it from other 
places. 

On top of that, Giacco 
said, the City Island com-
munity is not being treated 
respectfully because the 
City has taken little or no 
input from islanders over 
the past decade, as plan-
ning on the bridge wound 
its way through the govern-
ment bureaucracy. 

City Island Civic Asso-
ciation’s John Doyle also 
said that the city took little 
or no input during the de-
sign and planning on the 
bridge. 

“By any objective mea-
sure, the DOT’s public 
consultation has been 
extremely fl awed,” said 
Doyle. “Since the current 
bridge is considered an his-
toric property, they are not 
recommended but instead 
required to consult with 
the public throughout the 
process. However, no public 
hearing has ever taken place 
on City Island. Through the 
efforts of Senator Klein and 
others we are hopeful that a 
judge will give our case due 
consideration.”

Suit to halt new CI span
From Page 1

Senator Jeff Klein and the City 
Island Civic Association’s Bar-
bara Dolensek stand next to the 
historic City Island Bridge. The 
lawsuit was expected to be fi led 
on Friday, Nov. 8.  
 Courtesy of Senator Jeff Klein

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

What EVER could he have 
been thinking? Who whis-
pered into his ear that City 
Hall was within his reach? 
Why oh why didn’t he settle 
on a run for city Comptrol-
ler, where he at least stood 
a chance of pulling some de-
cent numbers for a future 
voter base?

We l l ,  t he  morn ing  a f-
ter, former Bronx Boro Prez 
Adolfo Carrion Jr. is prob-
ably scratching his head and 
trying to figure out his future 
after a capital C crushing de-
feat - he only pulled 0.8 per-
cent or 8,202 votes on the 
Independence Party line – 
with his Democratic Par ty 
bridges burned just about 
forever.

“What future? ” Baruch 
College urban politics pro-
fessor Doug Muzzio  re-
sponded to our quest ion. 
“The whole run was almost 
beyond belief, doomed to 
fail. He’s toast as far as fu-
ture electoral politics.”

“There is no coming back 

for him with less than one 
percent of the vote,” said 
a Boro Hall insider, whose 
boss, BP Ruben Diaz Jr. 
must REALLY be smiling over 
AC’s crash-and-burn cam-
paign.

With AC out of the way, 
Rubencito now has a clear 
flower-strewn path to poten-
tially becoming the first La-
tino to hold citywide office.

DIAZ STEPPING
DOWN, AGAIN
Last week, we had Sound-

view Senator Ruben Diaz Sr. 
stepping down - as local Dem 
district leader in the 87th As-
sembly District in Parkchester/
Castle Hill to elevate state Com-
mitteeman William (Willie) 
Rivera.

This week, the 70-year-old 
Rev told us he’s making plans to 
step down from his Albany job 
in four years and run to replace 
then-term limited Councilwoman 
Annabel Palma.

Yuh got ta love a guy who 
spills his plans four years ahead 
of time.

SUNNY SAN JUAN
We’re expecting a great exo-

dus this week, with a lotta Bronx 
pols, including Boro Prez Ru-
ben Diaz Jr., Dem Party Boss 
Carl Heastie and other lo-
cal electeds packing their swim 
trunks and flipflops for a post-
election jaunt down to sunny San 
Juan Thursday, Nov. 7 through 
Sunday, Nov. 10 for the annual 
Somos El Futuro confab.

Sponsored by the NYS As-
sembly /Senate Puer to Ri-
can & Hispanic Task Force 
chaired by Brooklyn Assem-
blyman Felix Ortiz , the 
annual affair lays on a bunch 
of serious workshops, with 
some a t tendees ac tua l ly 
showing up.
But the real work is done 
pool, beach and barside, 
as fences are mended and 
contracts made by citywide 
and statewide electeds 
schmoozing and being 
schmoozed by fellow pols 
and a phalanx of lobbyists 
showing up to work the 
crowd.

Last year’s Somos, at 
the cheaper Conrad on the 
Condado, was cancelled at 
the last minute as Hurricane 
Sandy headed for several of 
the elected’s districts.

 And as in previous 
years, the Bronx contingent 
and several others will be 
staying at the upscale San 
Juan Inter-Continental, with 
arrangements handled by 
travel agent and Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce head 
Nick Lugo. Nick got cut out 
of handling Somos arrange-
ments a few years back, and 
got revenge by holding his 
own rival conference at the 
Inter-Continental, with all of 
his rooms booked out.

One happy camper NOT 
going to Somos is Ruben’s 
spokesman  J ohn  De S io . 
“This is MY vacation!” say-
eth El Queso Grande ( The 
Big Cheese).

And whi le  we couldn’ t 
make it this year, we WILL 
have our spies looking out 
for us there.

LUNCH GUEST
Add former Gov. Ma-

rio Cuomo  to among 
the regulars at the ven-
erable  Mar io’s  Res tau-
rant  on A r thur  Avenue, 
where he recently lunched 
with a friend, enjoying the 
rigatoni rustica, some of 
owner Joe Migliucci’s fa-
mous thin crust pizza ap-
petizer, filet of sole Napol-
itano, with canoli and ex-
presso for desert. 

“He’s quite a guy,” say-
eth  Joe. “He’s been here 
before. He said he’l l  be 
back again.”

CONGRATS
Q u i t e  a  w e e k  f o r  E r i c 

Soufer, spokesman for Sen-
ator Jeff Klein’s Independent 
Democratic Conference, who 
writes “engaged to my won-
derful girlfriend of 4.5 years, 
Melanie Burke, an incredi-
ble Irish Catholic girl (and law-
yer) from Cincinnati, Ohio.”

Eric emailed that his fiance,  
who clerks for Manhattan Fed-
eral Judge Kevin Duffy,  just 

found out that she passed her 
NY bar exam,  “so it ’s been 
quite a week!”

COP CORNER
BIG congrats to retired 

N Y PD L t .  Ed Day,  fo rmer 
squad boss at the 47 and 49 
Precincts, elected Rockland 
County Executive on Tuesday. 
Way to go, Eddie.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Nov. 8 - Albert Einstein Col-

lege of Medicine public affairs 
guy Michael Heller 

Nov. 9 - Jordan Moss, 
edi tor of Bronx Mat ters for 
City Limits

Nov. 9 - Retired Bronx Bor-
ough Command No-Star Chief 
John Wohlberg

Nov. 10 - Comedian and 30 
Rock star Tracy Morgan

Nov. 10 - Christopher 
Rios - aka “Big Punisher”

Nov.  13 -  Garr y Kent 
M a s c i a r e l l i ,  o t h e r w i s e 
k nown as  d i r ec to r  G a r r y 
Marshall

Nov. 12 - State Labor Com-
missioner and former Bronx 
assemblyman Peter Rivera

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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GRAND OPENING
Workmen’s Circle Dialysis Center

Tel.  (718) 379-8100 ext 473 / 446

3155 Grace Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
(entrance from Hammersley Ave.)

ON-SITE TREATMENT.
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- SERENE COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT
- COMFORTABLE HEATED RECLINERS
- TRANQUIL EXOTIC AQUARIUM
- PREFERRED SLOTS AVAILABLE
- PERSONAL iPAD
- WIRELESS INTERNET
- COMFORT & CONVENIENCE OF ON-SITE
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