
BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
The scandal over the Bronx 

election for an assembly seat con-
tinued to fester as charges fl ew 
against the Bronx Democratic ma-
chine and the city Board of Elec-
tions.

Party-backed Victor Pichardo, 
a relative unknown in the west 
Bronx 86th Assembly District, 
was leading with a razor thin 72-
vote margin against former dis-
trict leader Hector Ramirez to fi ll 
the seat of disgraced former as-
semblyman Nelson Castro.

Ramirez and other candidates 
on the Tuesday, Sept. 10 ballot lev-
eled a number of charges, includ-
ing voting machines missing le-
vers for Ramirez and the others; 
Pichardo’s mom, appointed by 
Party Boss Carl Heastie as a poll 
worker at a key site, sending vot-
ers away; Pichardo’s treasurer 
charging him with corruption; a 
surprise candidate suddenly on 
the ballot.

Before a fi nal paper and emer-
gency ballot count, the vote stood 
at Pichardo - 1,195 (22.7%), Ramirez 
-1,123 (21.3%). 

Ramirez and the other candi-
dates have called on Gov. Cuomo 
to set a rerun. They also are call-
ing on city, state and federal in-
vestigative agencies to probe the 
Bronx Democratic Party and city 
Board of Elections. 

Ramirez, joined by candidates 
Haile Rivera and Keny Nunez out-
side the Bronx Board of Elections 
offi ce on the Grand Concourse on 
Friday, Sept. 13, charged that the 
primary was riddled with fraud.

“We are demanding that the 
Board of Elections and the au-
thorities hear us and then help 
us to have a fair election,” said 
Ramirez. “I want a run-off for the 
candidates.” 
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Levergate
vote brawl
continues

Stickball Reunion In Belmont

ARMORY
FREEZING 
STORES

Gentrifi cation hitting merchants

Ty Bernardi sticks to it in a throwback stickball game on September 15.  
Bernardi took part in a reunion organized by fellow Belmont natives who 
grew up in the Italian-American neighborhood.
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The seeds of gentrifi cation are 

already being sown in the shadow 
of the cavernous Kingsbridge Ar-
mory. 

Small shops near the massive 
future home of the Kingsbridge 
National Ice Center are seeing 
shorter renewal leases and jacked 
up rents by scheming landlords.

The center, pegged as the 
world’s largest rink, is being com-
pared as a local game changing 
gold mine.

“This is prime real estate now,” 
declared Nancy Fernandez, who 
owns Divino Pharmacy on the 
east end.  “The merchants don’t 
know what’s coming to them.”  

Fernandez oversees the Kings-
bridge Road Merchants Associa-
tion, supporting the 269 minority-
owned restaurants, clothing and 
bodega stores lining the six-block 
stretch, with pockets of big chains 
such as Duane Reade, Chase Bank 
and McDonald’s sprinkled about.  

Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4

It’s not too early for the Fordham Road 
Business Improvement District to be 
thinking about the holidays. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt

Fordham BID preps for holidays
BY BOB KAPPSTATTER

That recent chill in the air could 
be a reminder that the holiday sea-
son will be upon before we know it.

But the borough’s largest shop-
ping district is already gearing up 
for it.

The Fordham Road Business 
Improvement District (BID) just an-
nounced plans for its Ninth Annual 
“Sparkling the Heart of Fordham” 
Holiday & Lighting Ceremony, as 
well as encouraging its more than 
300 business owners to put up holi-
day decorations, enroll in its hold-

iday discount shopping program 
and kick in some cash for the BIDs 
holiday promotions.

“The holidays are the time to 
give back, and the local business 
community always cares about 
the shoppers,” said BID executive 
director Wilma Alonzo. “It’s just a 
touch of appreciation for our shop-
pers’ loyalty.

The holiday tree lighting cere-
mony will take place Friday, Decem-
ber 6, from 6-8PM at Muller Park & 
Plaza (corner of E. Fordham Rd & 
Creston Ave). Children from the 

community will attend the event to 
visit Santa Claus, listen to holiday 
music and receive free gifts.

The celebration will also in-
clude special guest appearances 
by personalities and live musical 
performances. Last year, over 2,000 
people attended this event.  

The BID is also hoping to see 
the number of businesses who 
participated in last year’s holiday 
decorations program jump from a 
hundred to most of its 300 business 
owners, said Alonzo.

Continued on Page 15
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SALE AT THIS LOCATION ONLY

Bay Plaza Shopping Center 352B Bay Chester Ave (next to PC Richards) T. 718 862-0030   
Hours: Monday – Saturday 9:30am-9:30pm  Sunday 11am-7pm 

Don’t Miss It!

• All Misses Sportswear  
• All Misses Dresses • All Jewelry

Plus 25% Off 
• All Pumps  
• Select Junior Blouses

Get One

Buy One, 

Off50% *
*Second item  
must be of equal  
or lesser value.

With the purchase of $25 or more

Offer available in Bay Plaza location only.  Expires 9/30/13

$10 Off
On All PLUS CLOTHING

Shop our full line  

of PLUS SIZES...
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2168 White Plains Rd., Bronx  718-931-0500 
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm   Sunday 11am-5pm
Repair or replace your frame with our No-Fault Warranty.  
We welcome outside prescriptions!
Visit STERLINGOPTICAL.COM for a no-obligation appointment.

*With purchase of a complete pair of eyeglasses. Frames from select group. Other 
restrictions may apply. See store for details. Limited time only. Prices subject to change 
without notice.

Includes CR-39 
Single Vision 

Lenses

Includes CR-39 
Bifocal Lenses

Includes  
CR-39  

Progressive 
Lenses

$59
$ 99

$149

Complete Pair Of Eyeglasses

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

ent.

We Speak
English, Spanish,  

Albanian and Russian

100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

SUPER SALE

Now accepting more insurance plans than ever!

$39EYE 
EXAM

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Giovanni Osso’s elderly 

mother has seen her qual-
ity of life diminish because 
of zero-lot-line building, 
but he doesn’t blame the 
builder who constructed a 
new apartment house less 
than a foot from his home. 

He does however take is-
sue with the expected value 
dropping on the home she’s 
lived in for the 50 years, and 
is now pretty much walled 
off on one side by the neigh-
boring development on Edi-
son Avenue in Pelham Bay. 

The builder is just tak-
ing advantage of what the 
area’s R-7 zoning allows, 
he said, building right to 
(or almost to) the property 
line, even if windows and 
ventilation systems on one 
side of his house are now 
sitting eight to nine inches 
from the 12-unit apartment 
building next door.  

“My issue with this is it 
is not the fi rst time this has 
happened in the Bronx,” 
said Osso. “It has happened 

before on Bruckner Blvd., 
and I heard it is happening 
again in Morris Park.” 

He blames “politicians” 
who did not act to change 
zoning rules when it be-
came apparent zero-lot-line 
building was causing prob-
lems for east Bronx hom-
eowners. 

Osso hired his own ar-

chitect to look at the plans 
for 1816 Edison Ave., and 
was told that they were up 
to code. He also noted that 
the city Department of 
Buildings raised some ini-
tial objections to the plan. 

DOB spokeswoman Kelly 
Magee said that it was not 
uncommon for objections to 
be raised internally in the 

department during appli-
cation review process for a 
new building. Those raised 
for the project, she noted, 
were minor. 

Osso said he is upset be-
cause his mother Ida, 86, 
has spent the better part of 
her life in the house in 1820 
Edison Ave., and now will 
have to deal with facing a 
wall through her windows. 

“I am unhappy because 
my mother is unhappy,” he 
said. “The house has been 
changed from the way it has 
been for the past 50 years. I 
believe in progress, but I 
would like to see it happen 
in a way where people are 
not affected this way.’  

He also said that devel-
oper Paul Durgaj had told 
him that his building was to 
be six inches from the prop-
erty line, and that he would 
leave another six inches 
on his own side, making a 
foot of space between the 
two buildings. But, he says, 
only two inches were left on 
the builder’s side. 

Durgaj said he initially 
thought he could leave 
more space between the two 
buildings, but had to leave 
less when his surveyor de-
termined that there was 
less space on Osso’s prop-
erty than he originally un-
derstood. 

“I was willing to leave 
my side with six inches, but 
I thought he had six inches 
on his side,” said Durgaj, 

adding that his architect 
told him that if he left any 
more than a few inches from 
the property line, he would 
not get a certifi cate of occu-
pancy for the building.

“I know he is not happy,” 
the builder said of Osso, 
adding that he had tried, 
and that he was not aware 
of the problems when he 
purchased the lots next 
door.  

New Pelham Bay apartment building walls in house

The back of 1820 Edison Avenue, which now almost touches its 
neighboring building.  by Patrick RocchioOsso stands in the back of his mother’s home at 1820 Edison Av-

enue, now just inches away from a new building at 1816 Edison Av-
enue. by Patrick Rocchio 

Thisclose E. Bronx zoning squeeze

FOR SALE New Buildings

           718-652-6600 
www.mauricecontractors.com

Brand New Condo Units
Immediate Occupancy

2 Bdrm, 2 Bath (1100sq ft) Optional 4&5 bdrm, 
2360 sq ft Medical Center-Low maint, Low taxes 

421A for 15 yrs. FHA Approved. 
BUY ENTIRE BUILDING OR INDIVIDUAL UNITS.

Located in the heart of 
Riverdale Shopping Center, Bronx

531 W 235 Street 3511 Cambridge Ave.

Luxury  Comfort  Style
AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT

Basement

BRONX LOCATIONS
Busy Commercial Areas - 
Access to #2 & 5 trains



KRMA vice president 
and local shoe store owner 
Christian Ramos, discov-
ered some merchants’ 
leases were unexpectedly 
reduced.  

“We saw this at 125th 
Street,” he said of Harlem 
Renaissance in the early 
2000s that displaced small 
businesses for big chains.  
“When [President] Bill 
Clinton opened an offi ce, 
there were a lot of other 
stores coming.” 

KRMA has already 
drafted a petition demand-
ing leases and rents remain 
steady.  They are to meet 
with the New York Lawyers 
Alliance Oct. l to discuss 
strategy.

Early Signs 

But fl ipping leases has 
already begun to sweep 
Kingsbridge. 

One longtime merchant, 
whose name was withheld 
out of fear of his landlord, 
was recently offered a fi xed 
four-year lease instead of 
his usual ten-years. The 

rink is expected to open in 
2018, with a million visitors 
expected each year.  

Several blocks down, 
Kings Wine & Liquors 
owner Hyuk Kwon received 
a shorter three year new 
lease.

“Three years is noth-
ing,” said Ramos. “It’s sup-
posed to be fi ve years mini-
mum.”  

Carlos Nieves, 20-year 
owner of Flowers By Car-
los, was denied a ten-year 
lease, maintaining his reg-
ular month-to-month lease.  

Residential properties 
have already seen steadily 
higher rents in Kings-
bridge, Norwood and Bed-
ford Park, while prices on 
potential sites have jumped, 
according to Karl Brum-
back with Massey Knakal 
Realty.  

“We’ve seen price in-
creases on development 
site properties up sharply 
25%-40% in the past year,” 
said Brumback, noting re-
newed interest in Kings-
bridge is partly a result of 

the rink project. Prices on 
empty storefronts have also 
jumped. 

“That would certainly 
be an early sign of gentrifi -
cation,” said Richard Hud-
son, sociology professor at 
Mercy College, adding the 
price hike suggests land-
lords are aiming to attract 
a different kind of store. 

Gentrifi cation

Gentrifi cation has been 
a heavy topic discussed by 
KNIC offi cials and commu-
nity groups originally sus-
picious of whether they’ll 
be left out of impending 
progress.  

A fi nalized Community 
Benefi ts Agreement helped 
secure $1.7 billion in bene-
fi ts to locals over the 99-year 
life of KNIC’s city lease, 
including a 50,000-square-
foot community space in 
the armory and an annual 
1% rink revenue share, 
quelling concerns of class 
warfare. 

But the CBA offers little 
to sustain established mer-
chants who’ve long backed 

the project, holding on 
long enough to bank on the 
rink’s business draw, even 
as rents steadily climb. 

Despite the rise in rents 
and shortened leases, the 
armory’s Environmental 
Impact Study stated the 
project would have no “sig-
nifi cant adverse impacts 
related to socioeconomic 

conditions.”  
The CBA does provide 

$250,000 to businesses for 
capital projects.  

“It’s not surprising for 
property owners to cash in 
once the armory is built,” 
said Scot Hirschfeld with 
Ariel Properties, a real es-
tate fi rm.  “Whether these 
store owners will be able 

to run a business, time will 
tell.”  

For now, storeowners 
await 2018 when the rink 
opens to anticipated fan-
fare.    

“We want to preserve 
the mom and pops,” said 
KRMA’s Fernandez.  “Why 
would they be kicked out 
for positive change?”
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Armory freezing local merchants

Signs of gentrifi cation are playing behind the scenes as the Kingsbridge Armory gets set for a massive 
makeover. Photo by Edwin Soto

From Page 1

Levergate vote brawl continues with recount

Voters found missing levers at a number of voting machines at the 
polls.  Photo courtesy of Haile Rivera

“This is a candidate that 
we never heard of in our dis-
trict,” Rivera said of Pich-
ardo. “We demand a new 
election.”

The most symbolic image 
of the election was a photo 
of one of a number of voting 
booths missing levers for all 
but Pichardo and a minor 
candidate.

Poll workers did not take 
the machines out of service 
or warn voters. Many vot-
ers did not bother to fi ll out 
emergency ballots, the candi-
dates charged, while others 
were turned away for vari-
ous reasons by poll workers, 
one of them being Pichardo’s 
mother. Witnesses said she 

told them they had to go to 
the Bronx Board of Elec-
tions, rather than just fi lling 
out a paper ballot at the site.

Among the allegations:
•BOE offi cials refused to 

let candidates inspect the 
machines, right up to elec-
tion day, only to fi nd an un-
known last minute candi-
date, Melanie Johnson, on 
the ballot.

•Carlos Morales, Pich-
ardo’s former treasurer told 
the Daily News that Pich-
ardo committed “fi scal im-
proprieties and fl ed out of 
state during the race “to 
avoid being served with le-
gal papers.”

 “We know the Board of 
Elections is incompetent,” 

one neutral political opera-
tive said of the vote opera-
tion, “but they’re not THAT 
incompetent.”

“There were no emer-
gency ballots. They were let-
ting people vote on broken 
machines, with 33 votes, but 
only 11 showing,” said Mi-
lady Leonardo, a Ramirez 
poll watcher at a senior cen-
ter polling site. “I asked the 
supervisor to stop the ma-
chine and she refused. She 
also kept going  behind the 
machines and taking votes 
out. They left a bag of votes 
on a window instead of re-
maining in the machine - 
that’s illegal.”

Pichardo, a former staffer 
for state Senator Gustavo Ri-

vera who had the heavy back-
ing of the Bronx political ma-
chine, denied the charges.

Should he ultimately 
be declared the winner to 
fi ll the remaining term for 
Castro, who pleaded guilty 
to city and federal perjury 
charges, he will face another 
primary next September for 
a full term.

Valerie Vazquez, a spokes-
woman for the city Board 
of Elections, was not able to 
provide a fi nal vote count as 
of the newspaper’s Wednes-
day’s print deadline. 

Heastie spokesman Pat-
rick Jenkins said “Any al-
legations of the party’s in-
volvement in voter fraud are 
baseless and ridiculous.” 

From Page 1
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GRAND OPENING
Workmen’s Circle Dialysis Center

Tel.  (718) 379-8100 ext 473 / 446

3155 Grace Ave. Bronx, NY 10469
(entrance from Hammersley Ave.)

ON-SITE TREATMENT.
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- SERENE COMFORTABLE ENVIRONMENT
- COMFORTABLE HEATED RECLINERS
- TRANQUIL EXOTIC AQUARIUM
- PREFERRED SLOTS AVAILABLE
- PERSONAL iPAD
- WIRELESS INTERNET
- COMFORT & CONVENIENCE OF ON-SITE
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We Will Never

3 4 5
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forget 9/11

(1) Sheldon McLeod, C.O.O. of North Bronx Healthcare Network, 
places a wreath on the 9/11 Memorial at Jacobi Medical Center sur-
ronded by mourners paying their respects to the fallen. 
 Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

(2) Joseph Raneri, fi re chief of the Edgewater Volunteer Fire 
Department, taps the bell as each victim is named 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(3) At the Firehouse Engine 72, Kate Devine stands at the 
poem as she reads a poem to honor the 156 Bronx victims 
who perished on 9/11.  She stands alongside fi refi ghter Mike 
Rahilly Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(4) On Jarvis Avenue leading to Country Club, neighbors took 
notice of these American fl ags planted on the anniversary of 
the attacks.   Photo by Laura Stone 

(5) A patriotic Theresa Noel remembers her son, Curtis, who 
was lost during the terrorist attack twelve years ago.
 Photo Silvio Pacifi co 

(6) Colleen McCarthy remembers fallen fi rst responders, po-
lice offi cers and fi refi ghters who died on 9/11. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Bronxites put their lives on hold 
once again to pay respects to 
the thousands killed in the World 
Trade Center attacks.  The 12-
year anniversary of the 9/11 at-
tacks was marked by remem-
brance, with several events along 
the east Bronx.  

1 2

6
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John Provetto can 
seem like a one-man mis-
sion when it comes to 
fighting litter and graffiti 
in his Country Club neigh-
borhood. 

Now, he is going to 
have a lot more time to 
pursue it, with his retire-
ment after 40+ years as 
first a bus driver and later 
a high-level manager with 
New York Bus Service and 
the MTA.

He is well known for his 
cleaning up streets, walls 
and buildings around his 
Country Club home and in 
Throggs Neck, where he 
often fills in the gaps for 
established street clean-
ing services like those 
run by elected officials 
or government agencies. 
His cleaning work mostly 
runs to the overpass at 
Layton and Fairfax av-
enues, along the service 
road of Bruckner Express-
way, to near Country Club 
Road, he said. 

“You have got to try 
to take care of your com-
munity because it is your 
home,” said Provetto. “It 
is not just the block you 
live on, it is your neigh-
borhood. And yes, there 
are some people that care 
more, and maybe I do care 
more, but that is a good 
thing.” 

He makes sure that the 
Layton Avenue overpass 
is free of graffiti, weeds, 
and debris left by others 
- his two biggest nemesis 
in fighting litter are ciga-
rette butts and losing lot-
tery tickets. 

“I subscribe to the Bro-
ken Windows theory,” he 

said, citing an idea that 
was central to former 
Mayor Rudy Giulani’s 
crime fighting strategy 
of taken care of smaller 
violations before larger 
crimes start to occur. 

“If a neighborhood 
looks seedy, it will become 
seedy, and graffiti is part 
of that seediness,” he said.

Provetto will also re-
main busy running Cop 
Shot, an organization 
that former New York Bus 
Service chairman Ed Ar-
rigoni asked him to run 
when he was considering 
leaving his managerial 
post at the Bus Service 
for the NYPD back in the 
early 1980s.

“He said ‘I really want 
you to stay,’ and then 
moved on to tell him about 
the program he was think-
ing of creating that ulti-
mately became Cop Shot. 
From its inception in 1984, 
Cop Shot has been provid-
ing a $10,000 bounty to 
anyone with information 
leading to the arrest and 
conviction of someone 
who shoots - or shoots at - 
a New York City police of-
ficer. 

The program has net-

ted 24 shooters since 
1984, he said. 

He ultimately was 
not able to join the po-
lice force after he lost a 
leg in 1982 when an out-
of-control car slammed 
into him while he was 
helping another motor-
ist in an accident on the 
New England Thruway. 

“I jumped to avoid 
the crash,” he said with 
self-humor. “I learned 
to jump higher.” 

Bronx
neighbors

PROFILE

BIO BITS 

John Provetto

Think you can’t afford a home?
Think Again!

Ridgewood Savings Bank
1626 Bruckner Blvd., Bronx, NY 10473

SEPTEMBER 24, 2013
6:15pm to 8:15pm

Learn more about SONYMA and Ridgewood’s 
Unique Affordable Housing Programs.

If you’re a first-time homebuyer, Ridgewood Savings Bank offers 
access to a wide range of affordable housing programs.  Join us 
and let our staff of knowledgeable professionals guide you 
throughout the entire homebuying and mortgage process.

�ree Refres�ments  �   Limited Seating
Call (718) 589-1323 to reserve your seat.

www.ridgewoodbank.com
EQUAL  HOUSING
LENDER Member FDIC

i

FREE Homebuyers’ WorkshopFREE Homebuyers’ Workshop
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The head of a local east 

Bronx community board is 
calling on residents to have 
a do-it-yourself - DIY - ap-
proach to graffi ti cleanup. 

As good as some local 
graffi ti cleanup programs 
are, including those spon-
sored by Senator Jeff Klein 
and the Mayor’s Commu-
nity Affairs Unit, neighbor-
hood residents can supple-
ment them by painting over 
the urban-scrawl that de-
faces their community, said 
Community Board 10 chair-
man John Marano. 

“The community should 
take up a proactive position 
in terms of cleaning up their 
property,” he said. “We are 
inundated with calls at the 
board offi ce. You can always 
call 311, but don’t only rely 
on a city agency to clean up 
graffi ti.” 

Graffi ti is a perennial 
concern in CB 10, which has 
been rated the second clean-

est in the city, and has its 
share of Good Samaritans 
who clean up and paint over 
the vandalism. 

With graffi ti growing 
throughout the area, it 
can sometimes seem like a 
never-ending battle to keep 
walls clear of the scrawl, 
particular in trouble spots. 
One such spot, he said, is 

Bruckner Boulevard be-
tween Calhoun Avenue and 
the Hutchinson River Park-
way. 

The wall along the 
Bruckner is public property, 
with the state Department 
of Transportation likely re-
sponsible for cleaning it up.

 But in many cases, own-
ers of private property can 

help, he said.  
“Get a power washer and 

clean it - take pride in your 
community,” said Marano. 

 “It is my house and 
there is graffi ti on my wall, 
I would clean it up myself,” 
he said. “I will not let people 
drive or walk by and see 
graffi ti on my house.” 

Marano noted that re-
tired people in the commu-
nity can “Adopt-a-mailbox,” 
cleaning graffi ti from U.S. 
Postal Service mailboxes 
and storage boxes with blue 
and green paint provided by 
the U.S.P.S.

Activists such as Coun-
try Club dynamo John 
Provetto have bought their 
own paint over the years, 
taking it upon themselves to 
clean up the Layton Avenue 
overpass and other places 
with their own money. 

District manager Ken-
neth Kearns said CB 10 has 
paint for U.S.P.S. mailboxes 
and for anyone who would 

like to “Adopt-a-Mailbox.” 
Marano said that the 

people who spray graffi ti - 
especially teenagers - will 
not likely see the inside of a 
jail cell, but they have to re-
alize that cleaning up graf-
fi ti involves a signifi cant 
cost factor. 

Senator Klein’s clean-up 
program is always an op-
tion, and his offi ce is plan-
ning on cleaning up 20 loca-
tions in Waterbury-LaSalle 
this week, a spokeswoman 
said. 

“Graffi ti creates blight, 
damages property and 

causes fi nancial hardship 
for home and business own-
ers,” said Klein. “I have 
provided a graffi ti removal 
service for nearly ten years, 
cleaning up hundreds of 
sites across my district.”

He encouraged residents 
to report graffi ti to his of-
fi ce at 718-822-2049 or fi ll 
out a report online at www.
nysenate.gov/webform/sen-
ator-jeff-kleins-graffiti-re-
moval-program. “Working 
together as a community,” 
said Klein, “we can send a 
message that tagging prop-
erty will not be tolerated.”

Board 10 chair calls for public involvement

Graffi ti is seen here at Bruckner Blvd. and Balcom Avenue.                     
                            by Patrick Rocchio 

Waterbury LaSalle community leader Andrew Chirico points to 
graffi ti he feels is defacing his community.  by David Cruz 

Graffi ti cleanup is YOUR job
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Little leaguers gathered at The House that 
Steinbrenner Built for the third annual “Bor-
ough President’s Cup” Little League Cham-
pionship August 27.  Little League Raiders 
and The Grand Slam League squared off for 
an evening game, playing in the same fi eld 
as pro ball players.  To be eligible for the 
Cup, players needed to meet certain school 
requirements.  The event was sponsored by 
AT&T.  

(Above) We’re number one!  The Tigers, part 
of the Grand Slam Little League, won their 
game against the Little League Raiders at 
Yankee Stadium.  Players stand with Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. (l.), Marissa Shoren-
stein, President of AT&T’s New York Offi ce.  
 Photo courtesy of the Borough President’s Offi ce 

Cecil Fielder, former Yankee player, huddles 
with fellow Raiders during the Borough Presi-
dent’s Cup.  
 Photo courtesy of the Borough President’s Offi ce 

(Right) Grand Slam Little League owner Bel-
kis Lora fl aunts her new piece of hardware 
awarded at the Borough President’s Cup.

A trip to the doctor...at Yankee Stadium!?!  Neighborhood kids stopped by the House that Stein-
brenner Built on Wednesday, August 28th for a free vaccine clinic sponsored by The New York Yan-
kees and Lincoln Medical Center.  Children received their school-required shots two weeks before 
the start of classes.  

(Top) Hold your breath!  Carlos Rivera receives a nasal vaccine, one of several immunizations at the 
pop-up clinic.

For being such good sports, the Cruz and diSilva families of Concourse take home free Yankee tickets 
and merchandise after getting their shots. Photo by Silvio Pacifi co 

Borough President’s Cup

Immunization event at yankee Stadium
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East Fordham Road Rezoning Proposal Seeks 
to Create Gateway to the Central Bronx

By Scot Hirschfield
Vice President,  
Ariel Property Advisors 

A city-sponsored initiative to 
rezone 12 blocks of East Ford-
ham Road in the Bronx to cre-
ate a gateway to the borough’s 
beloved cultural and educational 
institutions has received the en-
dorsement of the New York City 
Planning Commission and will 
now go before the City Council 
for a final vote.

Calling the rezoning “long 
overdue,” Bronx Borough Presi-
dent Ruben Diaz Jr. wrote in his 
recommendation,  “The upzon-
ing of this stretch of Fordham 
Road will better integrate four of 
the borough’s most popular insti-
tutions and tourist destinations, 
New York Botanical Garden, 
Bronx Zoo, Fordham Univer-
sity, and Arthur Avenue, into the 
Fordham retail and office hub.”

East Fordham Road, between 
Bathgate Avenue and Southern 
Boulevard, is currently zoned 
C8-1 and characterized by au-
to-related uses including more 
than a dozen gas stations, auto 
garages, and parking lots. Resi-
dential use isn’t permitted under 
the current zoning but would be 
encouraged under the proposed 
plan. Recent development on the 
thoroughfare has been limited to 
low-rise retail and medical facili-
ties. 

“This rezoning not only pro-
vides for much-desired mixed-
income housing,” Borough 
President Diaz continued, “but 
extends a greater variety of re-

tail opportunities to Southern 
Boulevard, and lays the ground-
work for Fordham University to 
have an even more prominent 
presence in the community by 
encouraging development along 
East Fordham Road, as opposed 
to side streets in Belmont.”

If the City Council votes to 
approve the proposal, owners 
most likely will see a rise in prop-
erty values and the community 
should see an increase in sales as 
a result. Only one property has 
traded on East Fordham Road in 
the last 18 months, a gas station 
on a lot with 32,780 buildable 
square feet that sold in May 2013 
for $1.8 million. By contrast 15 
multifamily buildings and four 
mixed-use properties on the side 
streets sold during the same pe-
riod. 

Demand for apartments in 
the area is high, driven in part 
by students from Fordham Uni-
versity whose Rose Hill campus 
has an enrollment of nearly 7,000 
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents, less than half of which live 
in university housing.

Property owners can look to 
nearby Webster Avenue, which 
the City Council voted to rezone 
in March 2011, for possible clues 
about the future of East Fordham 
Road. Since the rezoning, nearly 
a dozen properties have changed 
hands along Webster Avenue in-
cluding warehouses, vacant lots, 
and garages.  To further encour-
age investment, the city recently 
introduced the Webster Avenue 
Vision Plan, and anticipates the 
rezoning will eventually spur 
430,000 square feet of new com-
mercial development and more 
than 950 additional residential 
units. 

Already a number of housing 
and commercial/retail/mixed-
use developments have been 
completed or are in the pipeline 
on or around Webster Avenue. 
Property values also have in-
creased as illustrated by the sale 
of 2421-2437 Webster Avenue, 

a six-story apartment building 
with 115 units, which nearly dou-
bled in value in less than three 
years. The property was pur-
chased for $5,721,666 in August 
2010 and sold for $11,040,388 in 
June 2013.

While the proposed East 
Fordham Road Rezoning plan 
seeks to create incentives to de-
velop and preserve affordable 
housing by upzoning several 
blocks, it will also protect the 
character of the neighborhood in 
other areas.

 On portions of about five 
blocks in the proposed rezoning 
district, the City’s Inclusionary 
Housing Program would allow 
a 33 percent floor area bonus in 

exchange for 20 percent of the 
floor area being set aside for af-
fordable units. The affordable 
units can be financed through 
city, state, and federal affordable 
housing subsidy programs, and 
located on-site, off-site either 
through new construction or the 
preservation of existing afford-
able units. 

The Department of City Plan-
ning in consultation with local 
stakeholders drafted the rezoning 
proposal with the hope of dupli-
cating the success of the bustling 
shopping strip on the western 
section of Fordham Road, be-
tween Jerome Avenue and Web-
ster Avenue, which attracts more 
than 80,000 pedestrians.

Officials say the lack of retail 
on East Fordham Road makes for 
a desolate pedestrian experience 
and, as a result, adversely affects 
the Bronx Zoo, Botanical Gar-
den, and Fordham University. By 
rezoning the corridor to encour-
age mixed-use development, of-
ficials hope to add new retail and 
increase foot traffic. 

Since 2002, 36 percent of the 
City has been rezoned. In total, 
119 rezonings covering over 
11,000 blocks have been adopt-
ed.

More information about the 
East Fordham Road Rezoning 
proposal is available at http://
www.nyc.gov/html/dcp/html/
east_fordham_road/index.shtml.
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BY BENJAMIN KOCHMAN
Rest easy if you’re among 

those that don’t want to see 
benches put back in Keane 
Square Park.

Because you won’t be 
able to rest on one if you 
do.

After removing them for 
repairs - and to the relief of 
locals tired of seeing home-
less and undesireables 
squatting on them, the city 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation said it has “no 
immediate plans” to bring 
them back to the bustling 
Pelham Bay neighborhood.

The benches sat for de-
cades at the triangular 
patch of greenery under 
the No .6 elevated subway 
tracks at Westchester, 
Buhre and Hobart avenues, 
doubling as a midday hang-
out for senior citizens and 
a nighttime crime hub for 
vagrants and bums.

The benches disap-
peared in January, up-

rooted by what the Parks 
Department called at the 
time temporary mainte-
nance. But local shopown-
ers who called for the 
benches being permantly 
benched look to be getting 
their wish.

“The consensus is that 
we do not fi nd them at-
tractive,” said Pelham Bay 
Merchants Association 
president Irene Guanill, 
who recently polled over 
80 local businesses on the 
prospect of the benches re-
turning.

But Pelham Bay’s se-
niors want their beloved 
seats back, missing sit-
ting in the mid-day sun to 
chat with old friends under 
the shadow of the Keane 
Square War Memorial.

“They were good for us, 
a place to gather and relax. 
A lot of us miss that park,” 
said Louis Porco, 77, who 
has lived a block away for 
over 50 years.

He said dozens of se-
niors fi lled up the benches 
during lunch hours on 
sunny days.

At night, however, local 

residents and merchants 
said the benches were used 
by drug-an-alcohol-abusing 
vagrants.

 “There was blood all 

over the place, people stab-
bing at each other, fi ghting 
almost every night,” said 
Matt Robinson, whose home 
has overlooked the benches 
for the 35 years. Many Pel-
ham Bay seniors have trou-
ble walking long distances 
from their homes, said 
Porco, and used the Keane 
Square benches as a respite 
for aching joints, as well as 
a central hangout to con-
vene with old friends over 
a coffee or frankfurter.

“The elderly who served 
our country are entitled to 
a place to sit,” said Porco, a 
Navy veteran who has ar-
thritic knees, uses a cane 
to get around, and said he 
now struggles to fi nd a nice 
place within walking dis-
tance to sit outside.

Community leaders 
convinced the Parks De-
partment to redesign the 
benches in 2009, turning 
them to face outward in an 
attempt at crime preven-

tion. The Parks Depart-
ment also added divider 
bars to each bench to dis-
courage sleeping, but the 
crime problems remained, 
A 59-year-old was arrested 
last July in the park on 
charges of criminal pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance, according to a po-
lice report. 

Since the removal of the 
benches, the area has been 
relatively clear of problems, 
said Community Board 10 
Chairman John Marano, 
who has heard complaints 
both for and against the 
benches. He leans to keep-
ing the park bench-free.

 “I’d rather have the 
bad element out,” he said. 
“Some people don’t know 
how to appreciate things 
and ruin it for everyone 
else.”

But local Joseph 
Wall opined “the park 
looks lonely without the 
benches.”

Parks Department won’t replace removed ones; nabe divided

The benches that once lined the triangular patch of Keane Square 
Park at Westchester and Buhre Avenues are likely gone for good.

Keane Square benches benched
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BY DAVID CRUZ
The wheels are fi nally 

in motion to install a bike 
path linking the south 
Bronx to Randall’s Island.  

The Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, an arm 
of the Bloomberg admin-
istration, is now vetting 
contractors that would 
build the Randall’s Island 
Connector Project, a tiny 
path that would run un-
derneath an enormous 
Amtrak trestle, to a bridge 
atop Bronx Kill and to 330 
acres of parkland.  

The move comes after 
two decades of wrangling 
between EDC brass and 
Harlem River Yards Ven-
ture, the private fi rm hold-
ing a 99-year lease on the 
strip of land that’s owned 
by the state Department of 
Transportation.  The land 
is part of a 96-acre water-
front subleased to several 
properties.  

Easement negotia-
tions took years, with nei-

ther side budging until 
recently.  The fi nancial 
terms of the negotiations 
were undisclosed.  

Harry Bubbins with 
Friends of Brook Park, a 
south Bronx group, saw 
the deal as a case of “ex-
tortion” since the prop-
erty is considered public, 
given state DOT’s owner-
ship.   

“They’re already mak-
ing $60 million on that 
land over the course of 
their lease,” said Bubbins.  

“We have to cough up 
more money to an entity 
that has been unrespon-
sive to the community 
needs.” 

Bubbins suspects the 
deal was fi nally sealed af-
ter the FreshDirect deal to 
come to the south Bronx 
exposed lack of adequate 
waterfront access to the 
south Bronx area.  

But the city has made 
attempts at allowing for 
greater access, since the 

connector is part of a mas-
terplan for a greenway, 
though it’s been a very 
slow process as crews 
build the paths piece-
meal.  

The Bronx has seen 
more bike paths during 
the Bloomberg adminis-
tration.  Parks Dept. crews 
are putting the fi nishing 
touches on the Hutchin-
son River Greenway in 
the north Bronx, where 
riders can cycle along the 
Hutchinson River Park-
way via a smooth path 
that connects them to City 
Island and beyond.  

Still, Bubbins is 
thrilled to see the bike 
path installed in what’s 
considered a poor section 
of the borough where bike 
paths are few and far be-
tween.  

As it stands, Bronx cy-
clists would have to ride 
along a pedestrian bike 
bath at the Triborough/
RFK Bridge to get to the 

park.  
“It’s dark, the lights are 

out, there’s debris, there’s 
garbage, feces,” said Bub-
bins.  “And it’s very unin-
viting for a family push-
ing a shopping cart to go 
have a picnic up and down 
those hills.”

Elizabeth Hamby, co-
chair of Transportations 

Alternatives Bronx Activ-
ist Committee, agrees her 
ride along the Triborough 
is daunting. 

“The current bridge 
is steep, scary, and often 
smelly and dirty --people 
use those dark corners as a 
toilet -- which is challeng-
ing to any cyclist,” she said.  
Federal dollars helped 

contribute to the project, 
which involves upgrad-
ing the rundown land into 
a smooth, asphalt bike 
path complete with bicy-
cle symbols, lighting and 
landscaping under the 
trestle.  

Bids are due by October 
8.  The project is expected 
to fi nish in early 2015.  

City deal will pave boro path to Randall’s Island 

The Randall’s Island Connector will fi nally become a bike path to somewhere.  Photo by David Cruz

Bike path plan on a roll

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Some Hunts Point busi-

ness owners are crying 
foul over what they see 
as overreach by a city 
agency. 

Businesses outside of 
the sprawling Hunts Point 
Produce Market and other 
markets there have been 
subject to oversight by the 
Business Integrity Com-
mission since 2009.

A lawsuit by a neigh-
boring business, Baldor, 
forced the agency charged 
with keeping organized 
crime out of the market 
to also monitor the sur-
rounding industrial area.

Edward Taylor, owner 
of Down East Seafood on 
Manida Street, is angry 
about intrusive questions 
he says BIC is asking him 
and his workers.

He argues that since he 
is not in a public market 
and owns his own build-
ing, that he should not 

be subject to BIC regula-
tions. 

“It is a violation of the 
Fourth Amendment,” he 
said, that BIC can enter 
his premises any time, 
day or night, ask to see 
workers’ BIC-issued IDs 
and fi ne the them $200 and 
Down East $700 if the card 
in missing. 

The BIC license, he 
said, is the most expensive 
one he has from the city, 
costing $4000. 

Each employee is sub-
ject to background checks, 
have to pay $100 to get 
bonded, and fi ll out an 
11-page application with 
questions employears 
are normally not allowed 
to ask. Some include the 
names of people they are 
or were married to, the ad-
dress of all residences and 
vacations homes in the 
past ten years, any regis-
tered motor vehicles, any 
arrests (even if they have 

not been convicted), and 
any involvement in civil 
lawsuits. 

Taylor said that BIC’s 
presence outside public 
markets will drive small 
businesses out of Hunts 
Point.

 Hunts Point Economic 
Development Corp. execu-
tive director Josephine 
Infante said BIC’s intru-
siveness has been one of 
the issues stalling nego-
tiations for a new coop 
produce market in Hunts 
Point.

 The cooperators have 
threatened for years to 
move to New Jersey rather 
than rebuild. 

“The overreach of the 
Business Integrity Com-
mission has got to subside 
and change,” she said.

BIC started to enforce 
Local Law 28 of 1998 af-
ter the Baldors’ lawsuit, 
which designated an area 
in Hunts Point roughly 

bound by Edgewater Road, 
Halleck Street, Ryawa 
Avenue, Tiffany Street, 
Oak Point Avenue, Barry 
Street, and Garrison and 
Lafayette avenues as in its 
jurisdiction.

Infante argued that the 
world has changed since 
that law was enacted.

A spokesman for the 
agency said that its meth-
ods were necessary.

“BIC’s role is intended 
to ensure a safe, fair and 
competitive environment 
for businesses operating 
in the Hunts Point Markets 
and the immediate sur-
rounding area,” said BIC 
spokesman Jay Kairam.

 “Recent denials of 
companies with organized 
crime affi liations clearly 
justify how and why we 
are doing this, and how 
our regulations ultimately 
protect the interests of 
legitimate operators and 
their employees.”

Hunts Point merchants score Business Integrity Commission

Edward Taylor holds up a pile of paperwork for his company’s BIC 
application, along with his license from the city agency. 
 Photo by Patrick Rocchio

Sour grapes over city snoopers
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

“Additionally, we are ask-
ing the stores to enroll in our 
9th annual Holiday Shopping 
Discount Program in which 
participating businesses will 
offer a 10% discount to the 
general public from Friday, 
December 6 - Sunday, Decem-
ber 22, 2013,” said Alonzo. 

She said the general pub-
lic will be able to redeem 
the discounts by showing 
newspaper ads, uploading 
internet coupons, or display-
ing their MetroCard at the 
time of purchase. “Last year 
nearly 70 businesses partici-
pated in this program,” she 
said.

As part of its marketing/
advertising campaign, the 
Fordham Road BID will also 
sponsor print, TV, and on-
line advertisements to run 
locally and city-wide,” said 
Alonzo, noting that “This 
type of promotion will assist 
our local businesses in at-
tracting people to shop and 
save during these diffi cult 
times.”

To help fund all the 

events and promotions, the 
BID is asking local property 
owners and businesses to 
sponsor them with $1,000 to 
$5,000 cash or in-kind contri-
butions.

The non-profi t Fordham 
Road BID is under contract 
with the city to supplement 
services to the community, 
focusing on sanitation, beau-
tifi cation, promotion and 
overall advocacy of the Ford-
ham Road area.

 The BID boundaries run 
from Third to Jerome Av-
enues along East Fordham 
Road and also include com-
mercial areas on select side 
streets.

It most recently has been 
working to expand coverage 
to the 12-story offi ce complex 
at One Fordham Plaza and 
its neighboring pedestrian 
mall. The property owners 
there have already made 
commitments to join.

Fordham BID preps for holidays
From Page 1

The Fordham Road Business Improvement District is already gear-
ing up for a visit from The Fat Guy this year. Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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LEVERGATE
We’d say don’t expect a fast 

re-run - if any - in that scandal-
scarred election in the 86th As-
sembly District.

We hear Gov. Cuomo is op-
posed to calling special elections, 
though he could lump a re-run 
into the Nov. 5 general election if 
it comes down to that, as he did 
by lumping this one into the Sept. 
10 primary.

Problem still would be that the 
candidates already blew most of 
their campaign money.

The best they can hope for is 
some prosecutor looking at Bronx 
Party Boss Carl Heastie and 
his minions and Board of Elections 
of ficials over that closer-than-
close 1% win over former district 
leader Hector Ramirez by 
relative unknown Victor Pich-
ardo for the seat vacated by in-
dicted ex-Assemblyman Nelson 
(Speak up, please) Castro, 
turned by prosecutors into an un-
dercover agent leading to the fed-
eral indictment of Morrisania As-
semblyman Eric Stevenson 
(see next item).

With all the other charges fl oat-
ing out there over the election - 
from levers that only worked on 
the party-backed Picharo’s ballot 
line, to his poll worker mom turn-
ing voters away, to  machine bal-
lots sit ting unattended on win-
dow sills - we just can’t under-
stand how poll workers simply 
didn’t notice those levers missing 
and immediately shut down the 
machines.

Meanwhile, if Pichardo IS de-
clared winner, he’ll have to run 
for a full term in next September’s 
primary.

 “This time we were not united, 
said Haile Rivera, one of the 
losers. “But the next election is 
just around the corner - and we 
will be.”

Ah, Bronx politics, back to its 
good old days. Bring on the inves-
tigations....

PRODIGAL SON
Former Morrisania state As-

semblyman Michael Benja-
min, who for some odd reason 
decided to trade politics for occa-
sional commentary in the NY Post, 
is back living in his Morrisania  

‘hood, and we suspect eyeing a re-
run for the assembly.

Benjamin blew his polit ical 
creds with the Bronx Dem Party 
in 2005 by announcing he was 
weighing a run for city Public Ad-
vocate without fi rst talking to then 
Party Boss Jose Rivera, a BIG 
rookie mistake.

He and his wife later moved out 
of the Bronx, but they’ve set up 
new digs back in his old district, 
which could be an early move to 
take on Assemblyman Eric Ste-
venson for his seat next year.

 Stevenson is awaiting trial on 
a federal bribery indictment, but 
that doesn’t mean he won’t run 
again, as the wheels of justice 
grind slowly. And it’s always better 
to negotiate a plea deal as a sit-
ting elected.

That assembly race could be 
a crowded one, with a bunch of 
candidates in the Highbridge City 
Council primary race won by As-
semblywoman Vanessa Gib-
son re-casting their eyes toward 
Albany.

ALBANY DREAMS
And speaking of Vanessa Gib-

son, once Jan. 2 rolls around, 
she will offi cially be a new coun-
cilmember and an EX-assembly 
member.

We hear her campaign man-
ager and 77th A.D. district leader 
Benny Catala is looking to fi ll 
that Albany seat until a special or 
the next regular election comes 
along to fi ll it.

Under election law, when a va-
cancy occurs, the district’s County 
Committee votes on a successor. 
Said committee composed of the 
male (i.e. Benny) and female dis-
trict leader and community resi-
dents THEY appoint.

A longtime Bronx Democratic 
Party stalwart, Benny works for 
the NY Yankees as its diversity di-
rector, making sure womens’ and 
minority owned businesses get 
their fair share of team spending. 

SWITCH HITTER
Boro Prez Ruben Diaz Jr. 

among a group of electeds scram-
bling to climb on mayoral can-
didate Bill DeBlasio’s band-
wagon shortly after the Sept. 10 
primary.

Ruben and Dem Party Boss 

Carl Heastie went all out for Bill 
Thompson. Major embarass-
ment for Heastie there. DeBlasio 
walked away with the Bronx.

And while Thompson may have 
had a pocketful of contracts (i.e. 
jobs for party stalwarts) in return 
for Bronx support, DeBlasio would 
come in not owing party hacks.

COP CORNER
Wireless - Judge Steven 

Barrett on that Bronx cop ticket 
fi xing case, telling prosecutors at a 
Sept. 12 suppresson hearing on a 
ton of stationhouse wiretaps that 
he’s not so sure now that his origi-
nal search warrant OK merited go-
ing after more than one cop in-
volved in a drug case. Decision ex-
pected Oct. 4.

Bronx PC? - Whoever wins 
for mayor Nov. 5, at least three 
former Bronx commanders have 
been mentioned as possible next 
police commissioners : current 
First Deputy Commissioner Ra-
fael Pineiro, Housing Chief 
Joanne Jaffe and former Dep-
uty Commissioner of Operations 
Patrick Timlin. Of course the 
BIG name being fl oated is former 

PC Bill Bratton, whom we be-
lieve passed through the Bronx af-
ter leaving his former PC’s job in 
Boston.

BOX SCORE
That billboard across from 

Boro Hall that created some up-
roar over two buxom babes tout-
ing Scores “gentleman’s club” in 
Manhattan gracing it now has an 
ad for Xbox.

EDDIE PALMIERI
Get your tix now for Latin jazz 

superstar Eddie Palmier i 
opening the season at the Leh-
man Center for Performing Arts 
Sept. 28. When Eddie’s done play-
ing, you might as well chop up the 
piano for firewood, ‘cause there 
ain’t no notes left to play in it.

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Sept .  22 -  Rep.  E l io t  En-

gel’s longtime chief of staff Bill 
Weitz.

Sept. 25 - Assemblyman and 
Dem Party Boss Carl Heastie.

August 7 - Community Board 
11 chairman and former Bronx Ho-
micide Lt. Anthony Vitaliano, 
only because he keeps bugging 
me about missing it this year, 
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