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Probe local bed and bugfest

1609 Van Buren Street.Continued on Page 12

Continued on page 4

Continued on Page 4

$1 MIL
GIFT TO
SCHOOL

Former Spellman student gives backPhoto by Josiane Bauke

Bitter defeat
in MPCA

leadership vote

SALUTING OUR FALLEN SOLDIERS 
Saluting a red, white and blue memorial wreath is Jim Egidi of the Edgewa-
ter Park Volunteer Fire Dept., paying respects to fallen soldiers alongside 
John Mullane at a Memorial Day ceremony in the east Bronx enclave.  Pho-
tos of Memorial Day events can be found on page 8. 

BY DAVID CRUZ
It was a bitter loss.
There was no congratulatory 

handshake after the election of a 
new president for the Morris Park 
Community Association last week 
after a heated race .

Tony Signorile narrowly de-
feated Sal Conforto 17 to 13 for a 
two-year term as head of the infl u-
ential community organization.

 Signorile replaces incumbent 
Al D’Angelo, who was term-lim-
ited after four years and will now 
serve as fi rst vice chairman. 

“The community made a tragic 
mistake,” said Conforto, who 
stormed out of MPCA’s Bronxdale 
Avenue headquarters after the re-
sults were announced.  

He later returned, standing by 
the doorway as Signorile spoke 
bluntly over his plans for the 
group. Conforto did not, however, 
offer his congratulations or shake 
hands with Signorile.

“Yes, there’s going to be 
changes, some changes,” said Si-
gnorile.  “People are not going to 
like that.”  

A member of  Community 
Board 11 and chief organizer of 
the Bronx Columbus Day Parade, 
Signorile did promise to put the 
neighborhood ahead of himself as 
MPCA leader, emphasizing pro-
tecting both neighborhood chil-
dren and the elderly. 

The election, on Wednesday, 
May 22 ended several weeks of 
campaigning, especially by Con-
forto, a retired city corrections of-
fi cer and CB11 member.

Besides lobbying fellow mem-
bers, Conforto was reported to 
also have reached out to local poli-
ticians for endorsements.

But some members questioned 
Conforto’s poor attendance re-
cord, spending months at his 
other home in Florida.

“People questioned his ability 

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Thanks a million!
Cardinal Spellman High 

School, a beacon for graduating 
students – including U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
and former Borough President 
Fernando Ferrer – for more than 
half a century, has received a mil-
lion dollar donation from one of 
its former students.

Alumnus, former media execu-
tive and current sports franchise 

CEO Paula Williams Madison 
made the gift through her family’s 
Nell Lowe Williams Foundation. 

A leading light of the founda-
tion, Madison Williams, dedi-
cated a new library to the school 
named in honor of her mother, 
after which the foundation is 
named, in a ceremony held there 
on Tuesday, May 14. 

“The Williams family is mak-
ing this gift in honor of our 

BY DAVID CRUZ
From the moment Bernadette 

Ferrara spotted a shabby looking 
lot lined with used mattresses out-
side a building, she knew some-
thing was off.  

A “trap, neuter and return” 
specialist for stray cats, Ferrara 
was at work at the dead-end block 
of Van Buren Street in Van Nest 
that evening when she spotted a 
white panel truck unloading some 
worn-out box springs.  

A two-man crew uprighted the 
bare beds at the lot, then writing 
a price and a letter of the alphabet 

on each mattress.
Ferrara observed the practice 

for weeks while engaged in her 
cat-trapping work.  

“I noticed early in the morning 
and late at night these crews came 
back with all these mattresses,” 
said Ferrara, vice president of the 
Van Nest Neighborhood Alliance.

One neighbor, who asked not to 
be identifi ed, told the Bronx Times 
Reporter the beds at Van Buren 
are not sterilized in a proper en-
vironment.  

“They’re washing them right 
in a dirty lot.  It’s fi lthy there,” 

said the neighbor, adding the beds 
are exposed to the air without any 
plastic covers.  

The bed cleaners usually re-
sell the mattresses to used furni-
ture suppliers, mandated to put a 
used tag on the beds.    

Why the company is opera-
tional is a mystery to her.

It’s an even biggery mystery to 
city and state agencies, now inves-
tigating SM Bedding Inc. 

The state Department of State, 
responsible for licensing refur-
bished mattress fi rms, is examin-
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WITH A COLLECTIBLE FULL PAGE, FULL COLOR 
PHOTO TRIBUTE ADVERTISEMENT IN THE BRONX 
TIMES REPORTER SALUTE TO GRADUATES…
PERFECT FOR SAVING AND FRAMING…
AND TO BE TREASURED!

PUBLICATION DATE: 
EVERY FRIDAY THRU JUNE 8TH
DEADLINE FOR ADS:

PRECEDING FRIDAY
FULL COLOR PAGE: $225 
HALF PAGE: $175

Congratulations

We love you,

Giusseppe Cesar Brown, Class of 2013

4 YEARS ON THE DEANS LIST! 

WOW!
CONGRATULATIONS

Julie Spencer
Class of 2013 - Champion College

 
We’re so proud of you wherever you’re headed!

Our blessings are with you!
 Godmother Annie, Pop-Pops
and the Minerva Avenue gang!

ORDER FORM: Email (Bronx Times.com), or  fax to us (718-518-3800), or mail to: Bronx Times Reporter, Attn: Graduation, 900 E . 132 Street, Bronx, NY 
10454.  SUBJECT LINES MUST STATE: GRADUATION 13
 
Your Name:____________________________________Full Address: (street, state, zip)_________________________________________________
                                                        
Telephone No__________________________   Email________________________  FAX ______________________________________

Graduate’s Name___________________________________________School___________________________________________________

Date Ad Is To Run__________________________________________________    

(Circle One)     MasterCard                    Visa                   Discover                      Amex              Other?____________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Please list in line above,  CC Number,  EXP date, billing name and address, Verification Code – and your signature )

 Is your photo attached?            COPY (NO MORE THAN 100 WORDS)_________________________________________________________________
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature/Permission for ad to run_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Call 718-742-3386 for more information. Publisher reserves the right to edit copy, design layout and is not responsible for content of messages, omissions or other related issues.

LET YOUR GRADUATE KNOW HOW 

PROUD YOU ARE…



BY DAVID CRUZ
So it begins. 
The process to convert 

the Kingsbridge Armory 
landmark into an ice skat-
ing palace has begun tak-
ing baby steps, with city 
agencies hearing from com-
munity stakeholders who 
want developers to think 
green. 

The offi cial process to 
approve the city lease deal 
is another matter and at 
least a few months away. 

A handful of locals, 
largely with the North-
west Bronx Community & 
Clergy Coalition, testifi ed 
at the only public scoping 
meeting, Thursday, May 23 
at the Bronx Library Cen-
ter in Fordham, on the en-
vironmental impact of the 
Kingsbridge National Ice 
Center.

The center is set to be 
the world’s largest ice skat-
ing rink, with nine skat-
ing rinks and a 5,000-seat 

arena.  
Meeting attendees all 

referred to the community 
benefi ts agreement signed 
by KNIC Partners, involv-
ing the developer’s commit-
ment to using green tech-
nology.

  Developer and former 
Wall Streeter Kevin Parker 
is already a proponent of 
green technology, running 
Green Partners, which in-
vests money in eco-minded 
fi rms.   

Desiree Pilgrim-Hunter, 
co-founder of the Kings-
bridge Armory Redevelop-
ment Alliance (KARA) that 
sat at the negotiating table, 
backed Parker as a respon-
sible green developer.  

“Parker brings with him 
a proven track record as a 
globally recognized leader 
in the fi eld of sustainable 
investing,” she said.

The main issues of po-
tential asthma rates and 
parking infl ux, she said, 

could be mitigated between 
KNIC and the established 
Green the Armory working 
group.   

KARA member Eliza-
beth Ortega hopes Parker 
considers installing toxic-
reducing, geothermal tech-
nology that uses renewable 
energy.

“Other rinks have docu-
mented a 55% drop in elec-
trical consumption, a 35% 
reduction in natural gas 
consumption, [and] a 17% 
decrease in water consump-
tion,” said Ortega.

KNIC, she added, had 
agreed to this green tech-
nology in the community 
benefi ts agreement.  Some 
of the architectural plans 
include installing solar 
panels, a water catcher 
for recyclable water, and 
charging stations for elec-
tric cars.  

 Offi cials with the May-
or’s Offi ce of Environmen-
tal Coordination (MOEC) 
and city Economic De-
velopment Corporation 
(NYCEDC) co-hosted the 
meeting, offering the audi-
ence a glimpse on environ-
mental impacts that will 
be explored before the ex-
haustive Uniform Land Use 
Procedural Review.  Those 
include Land Use Rezoning 
and Public Policy, Historic 
and Cultural Resources, 
Hazardous Materials, Air 
Quality, Noise and  Neigh-
borhood Character. 

The ULURP process, ex-
pected to take six months, 
involves reviews of the 
city/developer deal by the 
local community board, the 
Bronx borough president’s 
offi ce, City Planning and 
the City Council for a fi nal 
vote.

Bronxites still have a 
chance to provide testimony 
on the project by emailing 
Robert R. Kulikowski of 
MOEC at rkulikowski@cit-
yhall.nyc.gov.  

Environmental issues head list

Armory review 
takes fi rst steps
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Days before the scoping meeting, Rangers hockey legend Mark 
Messier joined members of the Northwest Bronx Community & 
Clergy Coalition in signing a community benefi ts agreement for 
the Kingsbridge National Ice Center, slated to occupy the landmark 
Kingsbridge Armory.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt
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New MPCA president selected
From page 1

$1 million gift for Spellman

Seen here is a ribbon cutting ceremony with members of the Williams family for the dedication of the 
“Nell Lowe Williams Library” (l-r) Howard Williams, Paula Williams Madison ‘70, Alexis Rodriguez ‘12, 
Imara Jones and Lynai Williams Jones. Photo courtesy of Cardinal Spellman High School

(Right) Tony Signorile (l) is the 
new face of the Morris Park 
Community Association, elect-
ed 17 to 13, defeating challenger 
Sal Conforto.  Photo by David Cruz 

Paula Williams Madison from Spellman’s class of 1970 and her brother Howard Williams are seen here 
with $1 million dollar ceremonial check presented to Cardinal Spellman for the Next Chapter Cam-
paign. Because of the donation, the school named their library in honor of the Williams family.   

Photo courtesy of Cardinal Spellman High School 

because of his past record,” 
said one member.       

In taking over the 
MPCA, Signorile now heads 
a non-political organization 
that merits strong attention 
from local electeds.  

 “We had Sen. Jeff Klein 
sign two bills there,” said 
D’Angelo.  “We had the 
mayor there and the gover-
nor there.”  

The group’s success lies 
in its visibility. The asso-
ciation’s neighborhood pa-
trol car routinely cruises 
the streets during day and 
evening hours, serving as 

an extra set of eyes and 
ears for the local 49th Pre-
cinct.

 Locals often turn to the 
MPCA for help with land-
lord disputes, overpopu-
lated schools or other qual-
ity of life issues.  

The group stepped in 
last year to collect dona-
tions for the annual Morris 
Park Christmas light deco-
rations, after going dark 
the year before.

The group, however, is 
in need of fresh, younger 
blood, said D’Angelo, with 
its most of its current mem-
bers at least 50 years or 
older.

Based on his experience 
leading the group, D’Angelo 
had this advice for his suc-
cesssor:

“You can’t forget you’re 
there to serve the people,” 
he said.  “Be humble.  Don’t 
get a swelled head just be-
cause you’re the president 
of the Morris Park Commu-
nity Association.”  

mother, grandmother, and 
great-grandmother, Nell 
Lowe Williams, a woman of 
Chinese-Jamaican heritage 
who emigrated to the U.S. 
in 1945,” stated the family. 

Williams Madison is a 
partner in Williams Hold-
ing Group, LLC, a Chicago-
based, family owned com-
pany which has signifi cant 
investments in media, in-
cluding The Africa Chan-
nel, the WNBA’s Los Ange-

les Sparks sports franchise, 
as well as real estate and fi -
nancial businesses. 

“Our mother was never 
formally educated beyond 
elementary school, but her 
love for education and for 
reading, in particular, is 
why we are so proud to sup-
port the naming of Cardi-
nal Spellman High School 
library the Nell Lowe Wil-
liams Library.” 

Three generations of de-
scendants of Nell Lowe Wil-
liams were on hand for the 

dedication, also as a way 
to pay tribute to the Lowe 
family dynasty of China, 
with a documented history 
dating back 150 generations 
to Shenzhen, China in 1006 
B.C.

The million dollar dona-
tion will be used for emer-
gency tuition assistance, 
faculty development, and 
for funding enhancements 
that foster academic excel-
lence – everything from 
technology to building im-

provements, said Spellman 
president Father Trevor 
Nicholls. 

Aside from such mon-
etary gifts – part of a $4 
million fundraising effort 
the school calls “The Next 
Chapter Campaign” – Wil-
liams is always giving back 
to the school, said school 
president Nicholls. 

“It is not just money...but 
the fact that she has done so 
well and is a real inspira-
tion to our students is her 
greatest value to us,” Nich-

olls said of Williams Madi-
son, pointing out that this 
is by no means her fi rst con-
tribution to the school.

Nicholls said that she 
spent time outside the li-
brary after the dedication 
speaking with students.

Since 2009, Spellman has 
been fi nancially indepen-
dent from the Archdiocese 
of New York, keeping fund-
raising at the forefront and 
making it “make or break” 
fi nancially for the school. 

Students feel that if she 

can make such a success 
out of her life, they can too, 
said Nicholls. Seeing suc-
cessful minority women is 
especially important with 
a student body that is about 
80% black and Hispanic, he 
said. 

 “The majority of our 
students are like Paula. She 
comes to the school and is 
always like a breath of fresh 
air.” 

She is really putting her 
words into action, he said. 

From page 1
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
When Captain Ed Sadler 

passed away in November 
2011 at age 95, he was al-
ready a living legend on 
City Island. 

Now, part of the street 
where he was born and 
lived for his entire life will 
be memorialized as “Ed Sa-
dler Way.” 

The City Council ap-
proved the intersection of 
east Schofi eld Street and 
City Island Avenue to be re-
named in Sadler’s honor in 
a vote on Wednesday, May 
22. 

“Ed Sadler was a man 
who truly knew what it 
meant to work hard and 
give back to his commu-
nity,” said City Council-
man James Vacca, who 
sponsored the legislation. 
“When you talk about Ed 
Sadler, you’re talking about 
a man who was involved in 
every activity possible in 
City Island and a true stu-
dent of its history.”

Sadler stayed active in 

his island community for 
his entire lifetime after 
a 35-year career with the 
fi re department, with more 
than 30 of those years as a 
marine pilot in the FDNY 
marine division. 

After retiring from the 
FDNY, Sadler served as 
president of the City Island 
Historical Society, which 
runs the City Island Nauti-
cal Museum, and remained 
active in the City Island 
Civic Association. 

He was also a leading 
voice during a three-year 

fi ght to save the island’s 
FDNY Ladder 53, frequently 
quoting from when he was a 
fi re cadet, one of his instruc-
tors always saying that an 
engine company is only as 
good as a ladder company 
which does the forcible en-
try into a building.

“I am proud to say that I 
had the privilege of working 
with Ed over the years and 
he was a major infl uence 
in the fi ght to keep City Is-
land’s Ladder 53 open,” said 
Vacca. 

Once the legislation is 
signed into law by Mayor 
Bloomberg, Vacca will join 
Sadler’s family and friends 
at a street naming cere-
mony later this year.

“He truly loved City Is-
land and its rich maritime 
history,” said Sadler’s son 
Dick. “As a proud clam dig-
ger (City Islander by birth), 
born and raised in his fam-
ily home on City Island, he 
would be truly honored by 
this recognition.”

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Dom Castore was a fi x-

ture in the Morris Park, 
community.

And what better way 
to pay tribute to the long 
standing community activ-
ist than to name a main ar-
tery within the community 
after him.

With help from Council-
man Jimmy Vacca, the NYC 
Council voted to approve 
legislation co-naming Mor-
ris Park Avenue between 
Colden and Bronxdale Av-
enues as Dom Castore Way. 

Vacca made the street 
naming request after Cas-
tore passed away in Novem-
ber. 

Castore served as chair-
person of Community Board 
11 for 25 years. He joined the 
board in 1979, when he was 
appointed by then Bronx 
Borough President Stanley 
Simon.

Castore helped improve 
quality of life in the north-
east Bronx through his col-
laboration with multiple 
civic associations.

He was president and 
co-founder of the Morris 

Park Community Asso-
ciation and also chaired 
the Bronx Civilian Patrol 
Council, founded and com-
missioned the Morris Park 
Softball and Bronx  Football 
Leagues, and coached the 
All American Youth Con-
ference, the Pelham Park-
way Little League and the 
Bronxchester Babe Ruth 
League.

“Dominic Castore truly 
exemplifi ed the meaning 
of a community activist,” 
Vacca said. “He was in-
volved in every possible ac-
tivity or plan that was com-
mitted to improving Morris 
Park and its surrounding 

communities. He was one 
of the most dedicated com-
munity board chairmen 
that I have ever met and 
fought for a better Bronx 
every day until he passed 
away.

“I am proud to say 
that I had the privilege 
of working with him,” 
Vacca continued, “and 
this street naming will 
forever honor his lifetime 
of achievements.”

Once the legislation is 
signed into law by Mayor 
Bloomberg, Vacca will join 
the family and friends of 
Castore at a street naming 
ceremony.

“Dominic Castore gave 
so much to his community 
for over 40 years and there 
is no better honor to give 
this man for all the hard 
work he put into improving 
our neighborhoods,” said 
current Board 11 chairman 
Anthony Vitaliano. “This 
street naming honor will 
keep his memory alive and 
remind the entire commu-
nity of everything that he 
did to make it a great place 
to live.”

Captain Ed Sadler Way approved by City Council 

Dom Castore

Ed Sadler  

‘Dom Castore Way’ approved City Island resident honored 

FOR SALE New Buildings

           718-652-6600 
www.mauricecontractors.com

Brand New Condo Units
Immediate Occupancy

2 Bdrm, 2 Bath (1100sq ft) Optional 4&5 bdrm, 
2360 sq ft Medical Center-Low maint, Low taxes  

421A for 15 yrs. FHA Approved. 
BUY ENTIRE BUILDING OR INDIVIDUAL UNITS.

531 W 235 Street 3511 Cambridge Ave.

AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT/

BRONX LOCATIONS
Busy Commercial 

Areas - 
Access to 

#2 & 5 trains

  & large

  Basement

Located in the heart of 
Riverdale Shopping Center, Bronx

www.pregnancyforlifenyc.org

you can
change a

child’s future.
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Any noticeable traces 

of Superstorm Sandy were 
gone from the Bronx’s Riv-
eria as it opened for the sea-
son - unlike other beaches 
around the city.

 Parks department em-
ployees and volunteers were 
able to get the beach back in 
order in several weeks after 
Sandy, said Bronx Parks 
Department Commissioner 
Hector Aponte, among those 
celebrating it’s seasonal re-
turn on the Friday start of  
Memorial Day weekend. 

Hundreds of hexagonal 
paving stones on the north 
and south end of the beach 
promenade were strewn 
about, rocks on jetties at ei-
ther end of the beach were 
also displaced, and about 60 
mature trees in the park it-
self were blown down. 

“Today we kind of cel-
ebrate the resiliency of the 
city as we come back from 
the devastation wrought 

on us by Hurricane Sandy,” 
said Aponte at the annual 
ceremonial opening of the 
beach on Friday, May 24. 

Aponte said the beach 
draws an estimated 25,000 
people on a summer Sun-
day, with up to 50,000 on 
holiday weekends. 

Events were held on the 
same day throughout the 
city at Brooklyn’s Coney 
Island, Queen’s Rockaway 
Beach and Staten Island’s 
Midland Beach, all of which 
were hit particularly hard 
by the storm, he said. 

“Within a couple of 
weeks of the storm, we 
were able to have this beach 
pretty much ready to be 
opened,” Aponte said, “but 
if you go down to Brooklyn, 
Queens, and Staten Island, 
the devastation is extraor-
dinary. The city has made 
a tremendous effort in get-
ting all those beaches back 
in order, and all the beaches 
will be open.” 

“We inaugurate another 
season and celebrate an-
other season of Orchard 

Beach,” said Congressman 
Jose Serrano. “For those of 
us who have the good for-

tune to be born, or raised 
as I was, in the Bronx, we 
know what Orchard Beach 
means to us.”

Serrano remembered 
how his parents got carts 
full of Spanish-American 
food through to the beach 
on the bus when he was a 
child, and how he still ex-
ercises on its promenade 
and enjoys the festive atmo-
sphere in summertime. 

Community Board 10 
chairman John Marano 
thanked the staff of the 
Parks Department and the 
volunteers that work to 
keep the beach clean, and 
pointed out how Orchard 
Beach is an important re-
source for the entire city.  

“Can Manhattan say 
they have a beach?” asked 
Marano. “They can’t. So 
let’s not forget us,” in terms 
of Bronx Parks getting their 
fair share of support in the 
city budget. Also attending 
the opening ceremony were 

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto, Community 
Board 10 district manager 
Kenneth Kearns, Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce 
CEO and president Lenny 
Caro, 45th Precinct Cap-
tain James McGeowan, as 
well a representatives from 
the Owen Dolen Recreation 
Center’s senior program, 
the East Bronx History Fo-
rum, and Bronx Council on 
Environmental Quality. 

Elizabeth Rodriguez, 66, 
who attended the opening, 
said she has been coming 
to the beach her whole life, 
having grown up in Long-
wood as a child, and in Wil-
liamsbridge as a teenager 
attending Evander Childs 
High School. 

“I am born and raised in 
the Bronx, this was always 
my beach,” she said. “It still 
continues to be a wonderful 
beach.” 

Bronx Riviera, post-Sandy, ready for season

Congressman Jose Serrano at the annual beach opening Friday, 
May 24, remembered how his parents used to travel to Orchard 
Beach for fun times when he was a child.  by Walter Pofeldt 

Life is an (Orchard) Beach

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Is he is or is he isn’t?
Bit of a kerfl uffl e in recent days 

over Nelson (‘Speak up, please’) 
Castro reportedly weighing run to 
take back his west Bronx assembly 
seat.

He resigned after it came out 
that he secretly bugged fellow pols 
for four years to help save his own 
skin with prosecutors on a perjury 
charge.

 His noble undercover work 
helped snag Morrisania Assembly-
man Eric Stevenson on a chump 
change bribery charge. But from 
what we can gather, we’d be sur-
prised if Nelson helped catch any 
other big political fi sh.

Steve Santana, Nelson’s district 
leader in the 86th A.D., told us back 
on May 23,  just before the news 
broke about Nelson weighing a run, 
that the William Jefferson Clinton 
Democratic Club was meeting that 
night to discuss backing Nelson, with 
“a lot of people on the street” sup-
porting such a move. 

This past Tuesday, he said Nel-
son expected to make his decision by 
Friday, May 31 - after our deadline. 

But Santana seemed to have 
cooled to the idea of a Nelson rerun.

“He’s talking to different folks 
about raising the money, to see if 
he can do it,” said Santana. “For my 
part, I would tell him, ‘Take it easy, let 
things go by and start working some-
thing different.’”

With petitioning starting Tues-
day, June 4, the jockeying to fi ll the 
seat covering University Heights, 
Tremont, and Fordham has already 
begun, with a number of names al-
ready in it to win it or weighing taking 
a shot.

 That includes female district 
leader Yudelka Tapia, who’s appeal-
ing $108,000 in funding and penalties 
owed to the city Campaign Finance 
Board; former male district leader 
Hector Ramirez, Manny Tavarez, 
Victor Pichardo, Haile Rivera, and 
Richard Soto, who has a slate of 
challengers across the borough on 
his Rising Voices  Coalition.

We’d be surprised if the Bronx 
Democratic Party throws any sup-
port to Ramirez, who had the party’s 
backing last time against Castro.

 Hector wrote an open letter to 

Gov. Cuomo April 27 asking Cuomo 
NOT to call a special election for 
Castro’s vacant seat, and instead 
throw the race wide open with a 
regular September primary, which of 
course Cuomo did.

 Two possible reasons on that 
one:

It could have been a slap at 
Bronx party leader Carl (The Quiet 
Man) Heastie, depriving the party 
of anointing a successor, who would 
then have the advantage of running 
as an incumbent in the primary.

 Or, with Yudelka controlling the 
majority of  district committee mem-
bers who would vote on a replace-
ment, Carl preferred backing another 
candidate in an open race.

BEG PARDON
We need to get this off OUR 

chest about last week’s Anthony 
Weiner item. We got half of the 
item correct in the print version and 
fi xed the web one about Weiner hav-
ing to use the million bux from city 
Campaign Finance Board funds in 
his warchest this time or lose it. But 
former Bronx Boro Prez and mayoral 
wannabe Adolfo Carrion is still okay 

with keeping his leftover CFB funds. 
And so far, he hasn’t applied for 
matching funds in this mayoral race.

UP THE GREASY POLE
And speaking of AC, latest num-

bers from the respected Quinnipiac 
University Poll found a total of 12 per-
cent of voters saying they “defi nitely” 
or “probably” will vote for Adolfo, 
who’s running as the Independence 
Party candidate, while 69 percent 
say they “probably” or “defi nitely” 
won’t vote for him. 

SCRATCHED
Scratch William Rivera from 

that crowded 15th Councilmanic 
District Race in Tremont/Fordham. 
Rivera said in an email that his with-
drawl is “merely a moratorium.”

CHIPPEWA DINNER
Thursday, June 6 is the big night 

for the 115th Annual Chippewa Dem-
ocratic Club Dinner Dance at the 
Villa Barone Manor.

The honorees for the borough’s 
oldest Democratic club are: state 
Senate co-leader Jeff Klein; Jo-
sephine Fanelli, principal of St. 
Theresa Elementary School; for-
mer City Councilmember Madeline 

Provenzano; NYC Central Labor 
Council president Vincent Alvarez; 
Jeff Lynch, male district leader and 
Councilman Jimmy Vacca’s savvy 
chief of staff; and Kevin Alicea, Ru-
ben Rodriguez and Troy Perez, 
owners of Havana Cafe.

GOOD TIMING
How to improve the odds of 

most-to-all of the candidates will 
show up at your mayoral forum?

If you’re Morris Park Assembly-
man Mark Gjonji (Joe-nigh), sched-
ule it right after the annual Bronx 
Puerto Rican Day Parade on Sun-
day, June 2.

The forum runs from 4-7 p.m. at 
Columbus High School, moderated 
by BronxTalk’s Gary Axelbank, with 
ace borough journalists Kate Pastor 
of the Riverdale Press, Alex Kratz
of the Norwood News and Jordan 
Moss of Bronx Bureau/City Limits as 
panelists.

MAJOR ENDORSEMENT
Staten Island mayoral candi-

date Rev. Erik Salgado, sending 
shock waves through the Bronx - 
NOT! - by picking up the endorse-
ment of the Bronx Conservative 

Party led by Bill Newmark, and 
probably good for about a thou-
sand votes.

Salgado, BTW, also has the 
backing of state Senator Ruben 
Diaz Sr. which must make for some 
interesting dinner table conversa-
tion with his Boro Prez son Ruben 
Jr., who’s supporting Bill Thomp-
son.

CONDOLENCES
To Assemblyman Jeff Dinowitz

on the May 21 death of his mother, 
Jessie, at age 88. 

COP CORNER
•Congrats to Bronx Chief of De-

tectives Robert Boyce, upped by 
Police Commissioner Ray Kelly to 
prestigious Chief of Manhattan De-
tectives.

 Need we say, any number 
of former Bronx hands are now 
sporting two and three stars and 
commissioner titles out of 1 Po-
lice Plaza after having made their 
bones in the Boogie Down. 

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
June 3 – Bernie Schwartz of 

Hunts Point, otherwise known as 
Tony Curtis
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BY DAVID CRUZ
Silvio Mazzella lives 

by a simple three word 
motto — “community, 
family and country.” 

The three commit-
ments co-exist equally, 
a civic recipe that’s 
earned him recognition 
and stature within the 
east Bronx.  

But Mazzella’s earned 
it. 

Some days he’s vice 
president of the 49th 
Precinct Community 
Council, acting as a con-
sigliere to current presi-
dent Joe Thompson.  On 
other days he’s a member 
of Community Board 11, 
sitting as treasurer.  

The soft-spoken 
Bronxite is also a mili-
tary veteran, having 
fought in the jungles 
of Vietnam during the 
two-decade war.  He’s 
remembered his service 
ever since, participating 
in annual memorial ser-
vices on Veteran’s Day 
and Memorial Day.  

Mazzella was recently 
honored in Albany, in-
ducted into the New York 
Veteran’s Hall of Fame, 
receiving a plaque from 
Senator Jeff Klein.  

“It was 42 years be-
fore someone said to me 
‘Thank you for serv-
ing,’” said Mazzella.  “It 
felt very strange in being 
honored.  It was strange 
and difficult.”  

The memorial hon-
ors vets who’ve been up-
standing citizens, even 
as they’ve left the front-
lines.

 Mazzella certainly 
fits the description, also 
serving on the advisory 
boards of Jacobi Medical 
Center and Albert Ein-
stein College of Medi-
cine.

 He’s also affiliated 
with the Knights of Co-
lumbus, Vietnam Veter-
ans Association and the 
San Silverio of Morris 
Park.  

The distinction is the 

latest for Mazzella, who 
grew up on Morris Ave-
nue in the South Bronx, 
attending Our Lady of 
Pity Catholic school.  

As the Vietnam war 
raged, Mazzella joined 
the U.S. Marines, sent 
to Vietnam in late 1966, 
where he spent 13 months 
on the battlefield as a 
lance corporal.

Putting the war be-
hind him, he settled 
in Morris Park with 
Yvonne, his wife of 43 
years, and three kids. 

Raising a family and 
working as a sales con-
sultant for janitorial 
supply companies, Maz-
zella also connected 
with Rudy Messina, a 
career military veteran 
later memorialized at 
the Peace Plaza on Pel-
ham Parkway.  

“I started volunteer-
ing to help him,” said 
Mazzella, also crediting 
Mecina for bringing the 
Bronx Columbus Day 
Parade to Morris Park.  

In the late 80s, Maz-
zella hooked up with a 
fellow Marine—then 
mayor David Dinkins, 
who introduced him to 
“Increase the Peace,” 
an initiative to curb any 
community issues af-

fecting a neighborhood.  
It’s simply service 

that drives Mazzella, an 
obligation he believes is 
waning in today’s world.  

“Today we’re too 
much ‘Me, me, me,’” 
he said. “When you’re 
committed, it’s a part of 
you.” 

Bronx
neighborsneighbors

PROFILE

Silvio Mazzella

BIO BITS 
FAVORITE BOOK:

Living with Christ, “I have 
it where it’s the most 

peaceful...the bathroom.”  
FAVORITE HISTORICAL 

FIGURE:
President Ronald Reagan, 

“The man is a true 
American.” 

FAVORITE MOVIE:
The Godfather 

FAVORITE HOBBY:
Playing Sodoku
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celebrations around celebrations around 
the East Bronxthe East Bronx

6

7

8 9

The lives of fallen soldiers and living veterans were remembered 
throughout the east Bronx over Memorial Day weekend in a tradi-
tion spanning decades.  From Throggs Neck to City Island, veteran 
posts raised fl ags, saluted their fellow servicemen and women and 
joined their families on this solemn holiday. 
1 - Hawkins Park in City Island became the site of a solemn Memo-
rial Day ceremony with these members of the City Island Power 
Squadron and the Leonard Hawkins American Legion Post #156. 
Several wreaths were laid at Legion Triangle, followed by a gun 
salute and a festive parade.  Photo by Alex Belisle

2 - This young City Island Cadet leads a parade of elected offi cials, 
veterans and civic leaders to the Memorial Day ceremony several 
blocks away in Hawkins Park.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt

3 - In Throggs Neck, Bx. County Commander Joe Recuppio plants 
an American fl ag at Bicentennial Veterans Memorial Park as Patrick 
Mooney salutes it during the Memorial Day ceremony on May 27.  
Veterans from the Throggs Neck Memorial Post #1456 and Korony 
Post #253 were on hand to pay their respects to fallen soldiers, 
later marching to the post where fl ags were lowered to half-staff

Photo by Laura Stone

4 - Showing their ceremonial duty are honor guard soldiers Jerry 
Artz and Louie Lopez, fi ring rounds in memory of their fallen ser-
vicemen and women. Photo by Laura Stone

5 - One of the biggest voices for veteran rights, fellow Marine Pat 
Devine plays taps as part of the Memorial Day ceremony at Bicenten-
nial Veterans Memorial Park in Throggs Neck. Photo by Laura Stone

6 - Fife and drum players Paula and John Mullane lead a proces-
sion of veterans and elected offi cials along the one-story homes 
of Edgewater Park during a Memorial Day ceremony on May 27.  

Photo by Josiane Bauke

7 - Joseph Garofalo, a Navy veteran from WWII, remarks on the 
importance of honoring those who died in service to their country.  
Garofalo was the guest of honor at the Memorial Day ceremony at 
Peace Plaza in Pelham Parkway.  The yearly ceremony drew dozens 
of local veterans to the plaza dedicated to the late Rudy Messina, a 
career military veteran.   Photo by Silvio Pacifi co

8 - Assemblyman Mike Benedetto, also chair of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee, offers a few remarks at the Edgewater Park Me-
morial Day ceremony.  Benedetto, standing alongside Edgewater 
Park Volunteer Fire Dept. Joe Raneri, was among the local elected 
offi cials making the rounds at the number of Memorial Day events 
throughout the east Bronx.   Photo by Josiane Bauk

9 - The ceremony carved time out for Margo McGinty (r) to honor 
Millie Pugiese for dedicating over 60 years of service to the Edge-
water Park Ladies Auxiliary, assisting the Edgewater Park Volun-
teer Fire Department.   Photo by Josiane Bauke

10 - First Major Santos Diaz, Sgt. Major Hector Torres and Sister 
Celine stand as they honor World War II soldier Domenico Fran-
cescone, resident of Providence Rest in Country Club.  The deco-
rated soldiers shuttled from the James J. Peters Veterans Hospital 
to the nursing home May 23 to honor their fellow veteran.   
 Photo by Josiane Bauke

10
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0 49th Precinct Community Council 

holds annual awards breakfast 

2

3

4

5

6
The 49th Precinct holds bragging rights as the safest precinct 
throughout the city, with a near 30% drop in major crime from the 
same time last year.  Their success coincided with the 25th annaul 
Fellowship Conference, hosted by the 49th Precinct Community 
Council.  Close to 300 guests attended the council’s biggest event 
of the year, marking their triumps with awards, commemorations 
and breakfast.  An emphasis of teamwork between cops and com-
munity was the hallmark theme throughout the May 17th event.  

1 - The breakfast ceremony opened with a performance from 
the Van Nest Academy chorus, serenading guests with a pair of 
songs over ham and eggs. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

2 - Pat Cococcia (c) accepts the second Citizen Appreciation Award 
on behalf of her late husband, Dominic Castore, longtime chair of 
Community Board 11.  Considered a one-of-a-kind leader in Morris 
Park, Castore spent 25 years as CB11 chair, helping to start the 49th 
Precinct Council.  Photo by Walter Pofeld

3 - Described as the backbone of the 49th Precinct for years, Su-
pervisor Dianne Telleria holds up her Police Administrative Aide 
Award.  She stands with (l-r) 49th Precinct Captain Lorenzo “Andy” 
Johnson and 49th Precinct Community Council President Joe 
Thompson.  Telleria also received citations from Sen. Jeff Klein. 
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

 4- The yearly ceremony recognized NYPD Explorer Eduardo Caa-
mano with the Explorer of the Year Award.  Caamano thanked his 
family and friends.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

6 - Honored posthumously with the Citizen Appreciation Award was 
Scotty Giagregorio, who died early this year.  Accepting the dis-
tinction is his sister Tracy Lanzana, with (l-r) 49th Precinct Captain 
Lorenzo “Johnson, Treasurer Hazel Miura and 49th Precinct Com-
munity Council President Joe Thompson. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

6 - With his family and friends from the 49th Precinct, Dr. Hamud 
Al-Silwi (c) stands proudly as this year’s recipient of the Thomas 
Twyman Citizen Award.  Dr. Al-Silwi helped create the 49th Precinct 
Clergy Council and has taken part in several community events 
including the Holiday Food Drive. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 
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The Bronx Volunteer Coalition held its offi cial launch party at the Bronx Arts Center in Concourse, 
coinciding with an art gallery on volunteerism, on Tuesday, May 14. 

Pictured from left to right are: Samara Weiss, James Scherer, Staci Bruce, Traci Wheelwright, Iris 
Ramirez, Marlon Molina,  Miriam Tabb, and  Michael Coughlin.  Photo by Aracelis Batista 

P.S. 36 in Castle Hill held its College and Career Readiness Celebration on Friday, May 10 with visitors 
from all walks of life speaking to students about their chosen lines of work. The celebration was held 
with support from the staff, parents, and an after-school program. Students were able to ask ques-
tions and gain knowledge about the working world. 

Construction Worker Anthony Robinson (far right) speaks with the children.  Photo courtesy of P.S. 36

Throggs Neck’s Tanning Titan, 
Danielle Girace (r), opened up 
a brand new boutique tanning 
salon dubbed Bella’s Tan Studio 
at 3166 E. Tremont Ave.  Here 
she shows Jennifer Marchese 
one of the tanning booths avail-
able to customers.  To mark the 
salon’s soft launch Girace of-
fered clients deep discounts on 
services including tans for just 
a buck and $5 tans for those 
looking to darken the skin at 
the mid or high beds.    
 Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

Bronx Volunteer Coalition launch

Tanning Titan celebrates grand opening

P.S. 36 College Readiness celebration

The Public Safety and Quality of Life Youth Committee of Community Board 7, chaired by Walter Bell, 
held an anti-bullying forum, responding to several incidents of bullying in the area.  Keynote speaker 
is Christopher Emdin, a professor of science education who’s taught at Columbia University among 
other institutions, addressed concerns from the community. 

Christopher Emdin addresses concerned parents and teachers.  Photo by Ken Carozza

The third annual Highbridge Community Fair was held on Saturday, May 18. It was coordinated by a 
coalition of community groups, schools, business leaders and elected offi cials and showcased the 
artistic talents of Highbridge youth.  The event featured health screenings, entertainment, art work, 
food and giveaways.

(Below) Kooky Cosmo The Clown paints “Iron Man” on Alexander Sanchez face.   
 Photo by Aracelis Batista

CB 7 Anti-Bullying Forum 

3rd Annual Highbridge Fair
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ing why the company has 
fl own under the radar since 
dissolving in 2006.   

Responding to a recent 
311 complaint, the city 
Buildings Department is 
also questioning why the 
company is even operating 
its business at the three-
story building, considered 
illegal space for a business.  

Building records show 
Jean Claude Limited Hold-
ings Corporation as the 
owner, which also rents the 
space to Appliance Pros, a 
furniture repair company 
unrelated to SM Bedding.  

The Church of Pentecost 
USA, a nonprofi t operates 
a fl oor above the shadowy 
fi rm.  

Members with the Van 
Nest Neighborhood Alliance 

From page 1
brought up their concern at 
their latest meeting, espe-
cially over the dozens of mat-
tresses as breeding grounds 
for disease or even bedbugs.  

But offi cers with the 49th 
Precinct referred them to 
the city Department of Con-
sumer Affairs.  A spokes-
woman there confi rmed the 
company has no secondhand 
dealer license, a requirement 
for any company selling used 
furnishings in the city.  

As for the beds posing 
a health risk, a city Health 
Department spokeswoman 
confi rmed the issue falls 
within the jurisdiction of 
State Department and city 
Consumer Affairs.  

Bed recycling is a legal 
practice in New York State, 
according to Department of 
State spokesman Benitez 

Laz.  
“There is indeed a mar-

ket for used bedding,” said 
Laz, adding the beds are 
subject to major regula-
tions.

For instance, used mat-
tress fi rms must fi rst sani-
tize their product with a 
state Health Department-
approved chemical to knock 
out germs an/or insects 
festering inside the beds, 
which can also have its cov-
ers replaced.  

SM Bedding has an un-
listed number, adding an-
other frustration to Fer-
rara, who’s demanding 
answers.  

“What happens if there’s 
something else going on 
that we’re not sure of?” she 
asked.  

Probe local bed and bugfest

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ
City Island, is one of the 

shining gems of the Bronx, 
and local business leaders 
there want Manhattan tour-
ists to know about it.

To wave the tourism fl ag 
and get the word out about 
the “City Island area” - in-
cluding Pelham Bay Park - 
they brought just the people 
who know how to tell city 
visitors about it for all-day 
excursion there.

The City Island Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted 
about 20 hotel concierges, 
travel agents, and tour op-
erators from Westchester, 
Manhattan and Long Island 
hotels for a mid-week tour 
of the island on Wednesday, 
May 22. 

It was the third annual 
tour of the island by the 
city’s tourism community 
in about six years.

Maria Caruso, direc-
tor of tourism for the City 
Island Chamber of Com-

merce, said the visiting 
group included a represen-
tative from Etihad Airlines 
fl ying nonstop to NYC from 
Abu Dhabi, the sales direc-
tor of the Carlisle Bay Hotel 
in Antigua, and a sales asso-
ciate from the Westchester-
based Voyages by Pascale, 
“all of whom recommend 
destinations to their incom-
ing NYC guests.”

“We want them all to 
recommend City Island as a 
destination,” said Caruso.

After the Bronx Tour-
ism Council’s Seaside Trol-
ley picked the group up at 
the Pelham Split Rock Golf 
Course, they headed over to 
their fi rst stop, the Bronx 
Equestrian Center, said 
tour coordinator Caruso.

“As the City Island 
Chamber of Commerce, it 
has been our goal to put 
City Island on the map,” 
Caruso said. “We also want 
to promote City Island’s cul-
tural scene and to let people 

know the various recre-
ational activities that we 
have to offer. 

Caruso said the chamber 
wanted to show Westchester 
and Long Island neighbors 
that City Island offers af-

fordable prices for activi-
ties such as golf, horseback 
riding and live musical per-
formances as opposed to 
Westchester, Long Island or 
Manhattan.  

The group toured the 

Pelham Split-Rock Golf 
Course, was briefed on the 
area’s role in a Revolution-
ary War battle, had lunch 
at the Seashore Restaurant, 
took a personal tour of the 
City Island Nautical Mu-

seum hosted by Barbara 
Dolensek, and had a boat ex-
cursion on Eastchester Bay.

The group also stopped at 
the Bistro SK restaurant for 
some mussels and French 
wine; took a tour of Bartow-
Pell Mansion Museum and 
Carriage House; explored 
art galleries and antique 
shops along City Island 
Avenue, visiting chamber 
member businesses Focal 
Point Gallery, Early Ruth 
Antiques, Lickety Split Ice 
Cream Parlor, Mary Colby’s 
Fi Faux Art Gallery, and 
The City Island Diner.

The day ended with a 
cocktail reception at the 
City Island Yacht Club, 
where the group met with 
local elected offi cials and 
business owners.

“The day was very suc-
cessful,” said CICC vice 
president Paul Klein. “Ev-
eryone had a great time. It 
was a really nice event.”

Borough gem touts tourism link to travel professionals

About 20 concierges and travel professionals from Westchester, Manhattan and Long Island Hotels 
were treated to a “best of City Island” tour on Wednesday, May 22.   

Photo courtesy of City Island Chamber of Commerce

Welcome mat out at City Island

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving
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community 
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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and Save 
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Edgewater Park 
has a deli back
BY DAVID CRUZ

One-story homes and 
American fl ags abound 
in the tight-knit, subur-
ban-like neighborhood 
of Edgewater Park Co-
operatives in the east 
Bronx.  

Local deli’s, however, 
have been scant.  Until 
now.  

Board members with 
the Edgewater Park 
Owners Cooperatives 
are welcoming a new 
addition to the sleepy 
neighborhood — a sand-
wich shop that replaces 
one that closed over a 
year ago. 

And owner Sean Ru-
ane feels right at home, 
recently holding a soft 
opening for his deli 
named Ruane’s, housed 
at the former Frank & 
Sons Deli and Grocery.  

 “I’m here to serve the 
community, that’s the 
bottom line,” said Ru-
ane, slapping cold cuts at 
his deli, along 1 Centre 
Edgewater Park Drive.  

He’s been an indirect 

neighbor to many of the 
locals residing at the 
coops over the years, 
running into them at dif-
ferent social functions. 

“I’m meeting more 
people who knew me 
from different events,” 
he said.  

But Ruane’s vision as 
a new neighbor extends 
beyond just serving food 
— he said he intends to 
hosts social events and 
dole out scholarships to 
deserving students.  

He also hopes to in-
fuse his Irish back-
ground to the commu-
nity, a culture that’s 
personally endearing to 
him.

“I’m very big on 
Irish,” said Ruane, who 
already has included 
some Irish fare to his deli 
menu that includes a tra-
ditional Irish breakfast, 
cookies and sausages.  

Ruane is well known 
in Woodlawn, an Irish 
neighborhood where 
he tends bar part-time.  
He’s emceed the Yonkers 

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
leading marchers along 
the route.  

“And this year you’re 
going to march in the 
Throggs Neck parade 
and lead them here,” 
joked his deli manager, 
Dominic Cipollone.  

Cipollone is also cred-
ited for crafting the 
menu featuring Irish 
fare.  

“We’re giving to the 
community what’s lack-
ing,” he said.  “You can’t 
go to a deli that offers an 
Irish breakfast.”  

Potential customers 
had been anxiously stop-
ping by the deli, wonder-
ing when it would fi nally 
open, said Cipollone.  
The wait, of course, is 
over.  

Ruane’s is open seven 
days a week, Monday 
to Friday, 5 am to 9 pm, 
Saturday 7 am-9 pm and 
Sunday 7 am-7 pm.  Free 
delivery is available.  

Reach David Cruz at 
718-742-3383 or dcruz@
cnglocal.com.  

Say hello to Sean Ruane, new owner of Ruane’s Deli in Edgewater Park.  Ruane will carry Irish fare, ice 
cream, coffee and other on-demand products.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

BY DAVID CRUZ
The country’s largest 

naturally occuring retire-
ment community will soon 
have some seasoned neigh-
bors.  

Offi cials broke ground 
just north of Co-op City  on 
Tuesday, May 29 for a $38 
million complex geared ex-
clusively to the senior pop-
ulation on fi xed incomes.   

City and federal offi-
cials, joined by private 
investors, dug into the 
ground for the new 180-
unit affordable housing 
residence dubbed the 
Woodlands & Council Tow-
ers VII on Givan Ave. next 
to the sprawling Mitchell-
Lama complex deemed 
a naturally occurring 
retirement community 
(NORC).  

The two new residences 
have been fi nanced by a 
mix of private and public 
funds, including the city 
Department of Housing 
Preservation and Develop-
ment, banking giant Wells 
Fargo and the Bronx Bor-
ough President’s Offi ce.  

“The construction of 
senior housing has been 
signifi cantly constrained 
over the last few years be-
cause of budget cuts,” said 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr., who earmarked 
$750,000 for the towers.

They will complement 
the already existing Coun-
cil Towers V and I, operated 
by the Met Council.  The 
nonprofi t operates looks to 
resolve issues among the 
senior poor.    

“Affordable housing is 
the most important element 
to remaining self-suffi cient 
and living with dignity,” 
said William E. Rapfogel, 
CEO of Met Council.  

But the biggest fi nancier 
of this project came from 
the New Housing Marke-
place Plan, a Bloomberg 
administration initiative 
seeking to build 165,000 
units of affordable hous-
ing by the end of next year.  
About 45,000 of those are in 
the Bronx.  

The location of the new 
senior complex is fi tting, 
given Co-op City’s role as 
the largest NORC in the 
country, with over 25,000 
residents aged 62 and older 
living in the neighbor-
hood. About 7,000 of those 
are head of households.  

In building the towers, 
officials look to loosen 
the already tight hous-
ing market for the senior 
population.  Low-income 
seniors often suffer the 
most since they rely on 
Section 8 rental vouchers 
to get by.

  The city Housing Au-
thority is trying to remedy 
the issue for this complex, 
giving priority to tenants 
on Section 8.  

“These vouchers for this 
new development will help 
provide housing reserved 
for seniors, and others in 
need of the on-site social 
service programs for resi-
dents,” said NYCHA Chair-
man John B. Rhea.

The eco-friendly build-
ing, using 23% less energy, 
will be built by The Arker 
Companies.  Some ameni-
ties for both towers include 
an on-site laundry facility, 
shared community space 
and private parking.  

The city looks to com-
plete the project by fall of 
2014.  

Groundbreaking for $38 mil senior-only apartments

Affordable senior apartments
will be Co-op City neighbor

With shovels in hand, city and federal offi cials join private and public fi rms to break ground on two 
new buildings exclusive to seniors.  Photo by Alex Belisle 

Affordable 
housing is the 

most important 
demand to 
remaining 

self-suffi cient 
and living with 

dignity.
William E. Rapfogel
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Continued on Page 20

Assembly lines proposal meetsstiff reaction

Struggling churches merge

Cardinal Dolan’s blessing

JET ROARIS HERE
TO STAY

Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 20

Continued on Page 20

No remedy for Kennedy, LaGuardia noise

The Morris Park Community 

Association held a town hall meet-
ing at P.S. 83 with local leaders and 
residents expressing displeasure 

over proposed State Assembly Dis-
trict lines that slice Morris Park in 
two. 

Among the speakers on Tues-
day, February 21 were MPCA 

president Al D’Angelo, local busi-
ness leaders Mark Gjonaj and Sal 
Paljevic representing the Morris 

Park Alliance, 49th Precinct Coun-
cil president Joe Thompson, Bronx 

Republican county chairman Jo-
seph Savino, Van Nest Neighbor-
hood Alliance vice president Ber-
nadette Ferrara, 80th Assembly 

District leader Kenny Agosto and 
a representative from Common 
Cause, a citizen’s organization sup-
porting independent, non-partisan 

redistricting. Also speaking were Assembly-
woman Naomi Rivera and Assem-
blyman Michael Benedetto, repre-
senting the 80th and 82nd Assembly 
District respectively.A plan that was made public 

on Thursday, January 26 released 

by LATFOR, the legislative body 

in charge of drawing district lines 
for New York State’s congressional, 

Country Club’s concerns about 
noise from neighboring airports 

prompted a town hall meeting with 

Congressman Joe Crowley and 

Councilman Jimmy Vacca. The meeting, held on Wednes-
day, February 22, invited the com-
munity to listen to presentations 
by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration as well as Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey on flight 

traffic, and noise issues.  A question 
period was also conducted.Country Club Civic Associa-

tion president, Marcia Pavlica, said 

the meeting was prompted by an as-
sociation member. “What pleased me the most 

was that there were a good number 
of people from different groups who 

came,” Pavlica said. “I really feel 
confident. There was a good spec-
trum of speakers there who could 
cover a good amount of information 

and answer people’s questions.”
Pavlica said according to the 

presentation given by the FAA, 
there are about 1200 operations that 

Reverend Thomas Fenlon said 
the closing of his church, St. Augus-
tine, located in Morrisania, was like 
going to the wake of a loved one. 

“Of course, I was sad,” he said. 
“But, you know, things fall apart, 

that is sort of the story of life.”
The 162-year old parish has 

merged with another parish, Our 

Lady of Victory, located at 1512 Web-
ster Avenue. The new combined 
church is called St. Augustine-Our 

Lady of Victory. 

The pastor proposed the merg-
er of the two churches in spring of 
2011, when the Archdiocese decided 

to dombine churches which they 
felt needed extensive repairs, had 

declining membership and were be-
coming too expensive to maintain. 

St. Augustine, which was lo-
cated on Franklin Avenue, closed 

three years ago in July of 2009, due 

to leaks and damage to its struc-
ture. 

According to Fr. Fenlon, ser-

New York Cardinal Timothy 
Dolan made his first appearance 
since his return from the Vatican in 

Rome on Saturday, February 18, at 
a commemorative Mass and dedica-
tion ceremony held at St. Vincente 

de Paul to celebrate a major expan-
sion of its health care ministry by 
the Archdiocese of New York. 

On Friday, February 23, the 
Archdiocese announced it plans for 
expansion to serve 50 percent more 

seniors and people with disabilities 

in their homes and in new commu-
nity-based care centers throughout 
the New York area by the end of 
2014. 

The announcement was made 
at the opening of the new ArchCare 

Senior Life Program, an all-inclu-
sive care for the elderly at San Vin-
cente de Paul Catholic Health Care 

Center on Intervale Avenue. Cardinal Dolan held Mass in 
the facility’s chapel, after which he 
participated in a ribbon-cutting cer-Co
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Evelyn Oliver

Deirdre Scott

Sharlene Brown

Bailey Provetto

Karin O’Connor

 Terri Dambinskas

Rose Florio

Linda Cox

Sana Nasser

Jackie Kyle Kall

Krystal Serrano

Mirian Moses

Deborah Tymon

Sr. Diane Prusinski

Wendy Rodriguez

Nydia R. Edgecombe

Marcia Cameron

Donna Karlson

Dolores Batista

Sandi Lusk

Hope Harley

Roberta Greenberg

Joanne Russo-Rubino

Edith Blitzer

Patricia Williams
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COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

COME AND JOIN US IN
RECOGNITION OF THIS YEAR’S

HONOREES

4th Annual Role Model
Recognition Honors

Thursday, June 27, 2013 - 6pm to 10pm

Villa Barone
Manor

737 Throgs Neck Expressway

Full Buffet
Per Person

R.S.V.P. by June 13, 2013
(718) 742-3397

FREE PARKING
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