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Burgeoning Bronx gymnast Kaelyn Newgent shows off the medal award-
ed to her at a gymnastics exhibition at the American Turner Club, 748 
Clarence Avenue, on March 3. More photos on page. 27.
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Pelham Bay Little League fi eld  in disrepair

Gang
targets

Pel. Bay

FUTURE OLYMPIAN AT AMERICAN TURNER

Photo by Laura Stone

BY DAVID CRUZ
Angry little league organizers 

say long-awaited upgrades to their 
muddy Pelham Bay fi eld may not 
wrap up in time for spring sea-
son.   

“It’s going to be a miracle if it’s 
ready,” said Vinnie Prestipino, 
president of the Pelham Bay Little 
League, which manages Naclerio 
Field on Westchester Avenue. 

The City’s Department of Parks 
owns the property, performing 
low maintenance on three dia-
mond fi elds, but leases the space 
and responsibility to the nonprofi t 
PBLL, which relies on funding 
from little leaguers’ parents.  

Moms and dads have already 
paid the upcoming season’s regis-
tration fees, which PBLL spent on 
equipment and utility bills. 

 “We want to give 680 kids 20 
games apiece,” said Prestipino.  
“If that fi eld isn’t ready, we’re not 
going to be able to put all of our 
games in.” 

Prestipino said that while kids 
can go to nearby Colluci Park, 
that fi eld is in bad shape too.

But Councilman Jimmy Vacca 
earmarked $200,000 for upgrades 
on Naclerio Field in 2008.  The 
money, however, sat in Parks’ cof-
fers for years as bidding for the 
project dragged.  Initial work fi -
nally began last July, though work 
is often seldom, said organizers.

PBLL originally asked Parks 
for a new dugout, perimeter fence 
and a smoother blacktop.  

But Parks only agreed to fi x-
ing the main fi eld, later attaching 

BY BOB KAPPSTATTER 
AND PATRICK ROCCHIO

Police are warning Pelham Bay 
subway riders and residents to be 
on the alert for a gang of knife-
wielding ski-masked robbers.

The gang has been striking 
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(718) 547-5280

Visit Our NEW Web-Site: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
Go To Our Blog To See Our Weekly Specials! 

Vist Our New Web-ite: www.reliablebronxdentist.com
For More Information Visit Us At 

www.bronxdentistny.com
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Call for Reservations 718-792-8844

Penne Alla Vodka

Spring Mesculin Salad 

Roast Prime of Beef

Veal with Porcini & Shitake Mushrooms

Shrimp Oreganata

Roast Leg of Lamb w/Mint Jelly

All Coffee, Pastries and Desserts 

Served at Tables

$4200

Steamship
Whole Turkey
Baby Pig
Corn Beef
Brisket of Beef
Skirt Steak

Carving
station

Pasta
station

Seafood
station

Chafing
station

Cold Seafood Salad
Clams Oreganata
Mussels Posillipo
Fried Calamari
Smoked Salmon
Roasted Red Snapper

Beef Bourgignonne
Broccoli Rabe w/Sausage
Tripe Genovese
Eggplant Rollatini
Braciolette Di Maiale
Chicken Cacciatore
Veal & Peppers
Pollo Asado
Arroz con gandules

Two Assorted Pastas
Deluxe Cold Antipasto Table
Cold Salad Bar
Wok Station

1 7 0 3  B r o n x d a l e  A v e n u e

Choice Of: 

Dinner

Premium Liquors served throughout affair.
Bottled Red and White wine at each table.

Openbar 1/2 Price
for children

under age of 12
 

FREE
for children

under age of 4

Easter Sundaytraditiontradition

for the children

from the Easter Bunniesfor the children

from the Easter Bunnies
FREE GIFTS
FREE GIFTS

+10% gratuities, sales tax included.

$4500

per personper person$4500

Pasta: 

Salad: 

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Nick Giancaspro is be-

ing asked to foot the bill for 
an error made by the NYC 
Department of Finance — 
a $100,000 error. 

The Edson Avenue 
property owner has paid 
out nearly $75,000 in prop-
erty taxes of the $100,000 
the city says he owes for 
a single family home he 
owns and rents out, that 
the city has mistakenly 
classified as a commercial 
property.

Giancaspro also owns 
an auto body shop at 2951 
Edson Avenue, next door 
to the home at 2945 Edson 
Avenue, and clearly sepa-
rated from the business by 
a chain link fence and an 
alleyway.

“This is not a commer-
cial property,” he said “I 
rent the upstairs to a sin-
gle woman and the down-
stairs I use for myself. The 
down stairs doesn’t even 
have a kitchen, it has two 
rooms and a bathroom.”  

Giancaspro said he 
realized something wasn’t 

adding up about four years 
ago, after letting his ac-
countant go, and taking 
over his own finances.

“I always knew the 
taxes seemed a little high,” 
Giancaspro said. “But 
when I actually sat down 
and looked at it, I noticed 
the mistake with the prop-
erty classification.”

Giancaspro then had 
an assessor to look at the 
property, who assured 
the classification would 
be switched to reflect the 
property as a residence. 
But there was nothing that 
could be done, the assessor 
said, about refunding the 
overcharge. 

That was last year, 
and Giancaspro assumed – 
wrongly – that the change 
had been made. 

“The second assessor 
came out, and he knew 
what was going on, he was 
pretty annoyed,” Gian-
caspro said. “He said he 
would bring the case to the 
legal department and get it 
straightened out.”

Although the classifi-
cation has been changed, 
as far as Giancaspro 

knows, nothing can be 
done about the money he 

has already paid out and 
the $25,000 he still owes. 

Giancaspro said he 
has been in touch with the 
city tax commissioner, the 
deputy tax commissioner, 
and the city’s legal depart-
ment.

But while they all ad-
mit there was an error, he 
said they tell him there is 
nothing they can do to get 
his money back.

“I am going to wind 
up having to pay it,” he 
said. “But I am taking a 
beating here. I think this 
is negligence and highway 
robbery. How can you ad-
mit you made a mistake 
but not do anything to cor-
rect it? Just because you 
are the city, doesn’t give 
you the right to steal from 
people.”

But, he has not given 
up on trying to get a re-
fund. 

Giancaspro wound up 
going to local state Sena-
tor Jeff Klein for help, but 
even Klein says he is frus-
trated with the Catch-22 
bureauacracy.

“While the Commis-
sioner assured me that he 
would personally ask the 
legal department to re-
open the case, the Depart-
ment of Finance ultimate-
ly maintained that despite 
the clear misclassification, 
they only repaid residents 
when there was a ‘clerical 
error’,” Klen said.

 “According to their 
logic, since this was big-
ger than a mere clerical 
mix-up, Mr. Giancaspro 
was out of luck. That line 
of thinking doesn’t make 
any sense, which is why 
my staff and I are working 
everyday to get Mr. Gian-
caspro his money back.”

Giancaspro said that 
when the new round of 
property taxes come out, 
he expects his property tax 
on the house 2945 Edson 
Avenue will be reduced to 
reflect the change in clas-
sification.

“All I can say,” he said, 
“is if the city is doing this 
to me, who else are they 
stealing from?”

Nick Giancaspro stands in front of his residential property at 2945 
which has been misclassifi ed by the city as a commercial property, 
an error costing Giancaspro nearly $100,000. - Photo by Kirsten Sanchez

City overcharged property owner by $100,000
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Your Neighborhood

– Your News
Mail: Bronx Times
900 E. 132nd Street

Bronx, NY 10454
To Subscribe:

(718) 742-3397
General Phone:

(718) 597-1116
General Fax: 
(718) 518-0038

News Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

News E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Sports Phone: 
(718) 742-3393

Sports E-Mail: 
bronxtimes@cnglocal.com

Display Phone: 
(718) 742-3386

Classified Phone: 
(718) 260-2500

Display/Classified 
E-Mail: 

Bronx Times Reporter (USPS #730390) is 
published weekly by Bronx Times Reporter, 
Inc., a subsidiary of   News Community 
Newspaper Holdings, Inc. Copyright © 
2011. Periodicals  postage rate is being paid 
at the Bronx, N.Y. Post Offi ce. Subscriptions 
$8.00 per year. Postmaster, Send address 
changes to Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454. ISSN 
#8750-4499.

We Take E.B.T. CARD

FREE DELIVERY

Retail - $50 Minimum

Mon-Sat  7am - 7pm

Sunday  9am - 5pm

718-892-7798
F: 718-892-7919

1554 Paulding Ave

Bronx, NY 10462

DELI HOTLINE
718-863-9580

3 FT. HEROS

CATERING
PLATTERS

HOT AND COLD

FOOD TRAYS

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS - PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

CALL FOR ALL YOUR 
PARTY NEEDS

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$3599

6 lbs Chicken (2)
2 lbs Italian Sausage
1 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

THIS IS INSANE

$5499

1 lb Veal Cutlets
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Spare Ribs
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Chuck Chopped

ALL THIS FOR

VARIETY PACK

www.giordanos-big-g.com

$4995

2 lb London Broil
2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Sandwich Steak
2 lbs Chuck Chop

ALL THIS FOR

HERE’S THE BEEF

$10995

2 lbs Chuck Filet
2 lbs Sh. London Broil
2 lbs Chicken Cutlets
2 lbs Shoulder Lamb Chops
2 lbs Beef  Stew
2 lbs Shell Steak
2 lbs Club Steak
2 lbs Chicken Legs
2 Lbs Chicken Breasts
2 lbs Chuck Chop
2 lbs Sausage
2 lbs Center Cut Pork Chops

ALL THIS FOR

CADILLAC PLAN

Design your own to fit your budget.

HAVE IT YOUR WAY

OUR MOST POPULAR MEAT PLANS

MAKE YOUR OWN FOOD PLAN

Lenten
Seafood

Sale
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 Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto announces that 
the MetroCard Mobile Van 
will visit Pelham Bay on 
Thursday, March 14.  The 
van will be parked at the 
curb in front of Chase Bank, 
located at 3217 Westchester 
Avenue (between Wilkin-
son  and Continental ave-
nues), between the hours of 
1 to 2:30 p.m.

The MetroCard Mobile 
Van enables:
• Senior citizens 65 years of 
age or older to apply for Re-
duced-Fare MetroCard and 
receive a temporary card 

MetroCard van scheduled
on the spot (Bring proof of 
age such as a Medicare card 
and valid photo identifi ca-
tion);
• People with disabilities 
that qualify, and who pres-
ent a Medicare card and 
valid photo ID such as a 
driver’s license to apply for 
Reduced-Fare MetroCard;
• Daily riders to add money 
to their Reduced-Fare Met-
roCard; and
• Everyone to get all Metro-
Card questions answered.

For more information, 
call Assemblyman Benedet-
to’s offi ce at (718) 892-2235 

Schuyler Hill St. Pat’s dinner
Schuyler Hill Civic Asso-

ciation, 3087 Mitchell Place, 
will be hosting a St. Paddy’s 
Buffet Dinner on Saturday, 
March 16, at 5 p.m. 

Menu will include 
Corned beef, ham, soup, 
Irish soda bread, cabbage, 
potatoes, carrots, bever-
ages, desserts, ice cream, 
coffee and entertainment.

Donation is $17 for adults 
and $5 for childrenages 4 to 

12; under 3 is free.  Reser-
vations are needed due to 
limited seating. For tickets 
or further information call 
(646) 302-1744.

To attend the event, 
mail your check (made out 
to Schuyler Hill Civic As-
sociation) with your name, 
address and telephone num-
ber to: Bob Kurz, 3079 Fearn 
Place, Bronx, New York 
10465.

The Bronx Times Re-
porter will publish your an-
nouncements. 

Send announcements 
along with photo, to: Bronx 
Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd St., Bronx, NY 10454, 
or email Bronxtimes@aol.
com.

The Pelham Bay Red 

Hat Divas celebrated their 
8th anniversary with the 
Red Hat Society with a 

lunch at Scott Place Café.  
Queen Fran Arico and Vice 
Queen Elaine Robinson are 
busy coordinating their “I 
Love New York” Card Par-
ty.  It will be held on Friday 
evening, April 26th at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
on Ampere Avenue.  Com-
plete dinner, beer, wine and 
soda will be arranged by In-
ternational Catering.  Tick-
ets: $35 per person, reserved 

seating.  All proceed are for 
pancreatic cancer in memo-
ry of John Tognino Jr., only 
child of John and Donna 
who passed away at the 
age of 43 on April 13, 2011.  
Anyone can donate a gift or 
monetary donation, which 
will be used to purchase 
gifts for our raffl es.  A check 
in memory of a loved one 
can be made to pancreatic 
cancer fund.  Many thanks 
to committee volunteers: 
Mickey and Roseann Ma-
sell, Patty Marsibilio, Mana 
Dallacqua, and Carole Mic-
carelli.  Call: Fran Arico at 
718-828-5073 or Elaine Rob-
inson 718-542-2681. 

The Pelham Bay Red Hat Divas celebrated their 8th anniversary with the Red Hat Society with a lunch at Scott Place 
Café. Pictured with the Divas is  Vinny Tolentino of Scott Place Cafe.
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Dedicated to providing the finest quality of care and promoting an optimal level of functioning for each resident 
in a homelike environment which encourages individuality and fosters dignity and comfort.

State of the Art Rehabilitation Suite 
with All Modern Equipment

Extensive Short Term Rehab/Long Term 
Skilled Nursing Care

Primary Care Physicians on Site/Wide 
Range of Consulting Physicians

Wound Care/IV Therapy/ Tracheostomy 
Care/Hospice Care

On staff Psychiatrists & Psychologists

Spanish Speaking Unit & Staff

Resident & Family Council

Religious & Spiritual Programs

Regular Trips, Live Entertainment

Computers with Internet Access – 
Wii Sports Program

Complete Hair Salon Services on premises

Family Transportation upon Request

718-379-8100, ext. 473/446
Fax: 718-379-4018

For more information or 
to schedule a tour of our newly 
renovated facility please contact 
our Admissions Department:

3 1 5 5  G r a c e  A v e n u e   B r o n x ,  N Y  1 0 4 6 9

W o r k m e n ’ s  C i r c l e  M u l t i C a r e  C e n t e r
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BY DAVID CRUZ
It took a raging fi re 

in a rundown, mixed-
used homeless shelter 
to fi nally get it fi xed.  
But a local community 
board is still angry with 
the absentee landlord, sus-
pected of trying to push reg-
ular tenants out to exploit a 
lucrative city contract.  

Community Board 2 Dis-
trict Manager Rafael Sala-
manca Jr. is leading the 
charge to defend the ten-
ants.

Salamanca pored over 
a mountain of paperwork 
to fi nally determine Nate 
Folman is the owner of the 
Longwood building.

“[Folman] may be ha-
rassing other rent paying 
tenants out of their apart-
ments so he can lease them 
out,” said Salamanca, who’s 
demanding a sit-down be-
tween the landlord and the 
community board in April.  

The property at 941 In-
tervale Ave., designated as 
cluster-site homeless hous-
ing by the city Department 

of Homeless Services, suf-
fered a devastating fi re in 
December that gutted sev-
eral apartments, and forced 
tenants out of the building, 
where maintenance had 
long been lax. 

“It was not nice,” re-
called Carmen Torres, 40, 
one of six regular rent pay-
ing tenants remaining  who 
remembers a moldy apart-
ment, vermin and cracked 
ceilings.  

Forty homeless families 
also live there, under the 
DHS-sponsored cluster-site 
program.  

Millions to house 

homeless

The agency, under a fed-
eral mandate, doles out mil-
lions to nonprofi ts to house 
homeless families, largely 
in apartment buildings 
with rent-paying tenants.

But housing advocates 
say the program has be-
come a cash cow for land-
lords that is tightening the 
housing market, since they 
prefer the lucrative home-
less over rent payers.

In the case of Intervale 
Ave., the nonprofi t Aguila 
Inc. has managed the build-

ing since 2007, with DHS 
records showing Aguila 
receiving an $18 million 

city contract to house the 40 
families there.  

Aguila pays the land-
lord about $35,000 per 
family - “way above the 
market value,” charged Sal-
amanca.

Aguila is ultimately re-
sponsible for repairs, but 
only to homeless tenants, 
often leaving needed re-
pairs for rent payers like 
Torres undone. 

It took a court order to 
get much needed repairs on 
her Section 8 apartment.

Close ties 

City Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development records show 
landlord Nate Folman as 
owner of the property un-
der the 941 Intervale Realty 
LLC.

His attorney, Charles 
Wertman, who signed the 
mortgage papers, has a re-
cord of forcing rent-paying 
tenants out of a Norwood 
apartment building a few 
years ago in order to con-
vert a cluster-site home into 
a full-fl edged shelter.

He evicted the existing 
tenants by taking them 
to Housing Court for non-
payment of back rent, even 
while they charged poor liv-
ing conditions in the build-
ing.  

Wertman is now a board 
member of the nonprofi t 
Housing Solutions Inc., tied 
to Aguila through a 2012 
merger.  

The executive direc-
tor for both nonprofi ts is 
Robert Hess, a former DHS 
commissioner under Mayor 
Bloomberg.

“He set his people stra-
tegically in DHS,” charged 
Salamanca, “so that now 
that he’s with Aguila, he 
has direct access to them to 
get these type of contracts.”   

For now, Salamanca. 
intends to pressure DHS to 
bring the landlord before 
Board 2 to answer their 
questions. 

“It just seems the land-
lord wants to kick all the 
others out, and have all the 
apartments for Aguila so he 
can make more money.” 

Longwood Board defends tenants

Easter Family Tradition at:

Sunday, March 31, 2013 -12noon-5pm

Dinner

Open Bar, Premium Liquor Served Throughout Affair

Eastwood Dessert Served At Your Table

3371 Eastchester Road, Bronx, NY
Reservations: 718-654-4200

One Hour Cocktail Reception - Four Hours Dining & Dancing
Featuring: 

Alive ‘N’ Kickin Orchestra & Show

Choice Of:

FREE GIFTS

For the children
from the 

Easter Bunnies

$45
per person

plus 10% gratuity
sales tax included

1/2 Price Fo
r

Children Under

the age of 12

Deluxe Cocktail Hour:

No Charge for

Children under 5

years of age

Only a fraction of rent-paying tenants live at this cluster-site home-
less shelter at 941 Intervale Ave., where the landlord is suspected 
of muscling them out. - Photo by David Cruz 
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BUSINESS OWNERS, GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.
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BUSINESS OWNERS

join the thousands of New Yorkers 
who have reduced their energy use, 

gotten millions of dollars in incentives, 
and helped the environment.

I GOT

WITHOUT BREAKING A SWEAT

ENERGY
EFFICIENT

1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

CARRION & CATSIMATIDIS 
IN POLITICAL TALKS

Adolfo Carrion has been 
quietly meeting with political fatcat 
and Republican mayoral wannabe 
John Catsimatidis to seek his 
backing should the multi-billionaire 
decide he can’t quite push his own 
mayoral boulder all the way up the 
hill to City Hall.

They last met Sunday, Feb. 
24 at the Riverdale Diner, accord-
ing to sources, and before that at 
an office Carrion has rented on 77 
Water Street.

The earlier meeting, we’re 
told, was to discuss AC running for 
Comptroller on JC’s mayoral ticket. 
Obviously that didn’t work.

One source from the Carrion 
side, said Catsimatidis “believes in 
Adolfo, especially with the ethnic 
issue.”

And having a Latino on his 
ticket couldn’t hurt. 

As it now stands, Adolfo will 
be on the Independence Party line 
in the mayoral election as he still 
seeks a third Republican county 
leader to qualify him for the ballot 
on the Republican line. Right now, 

he has Bronx boss Jay Savino and 
Brooklyn party chief Craig Eaton.  
Carrion now has a $1.7 million cam-
paign warchest sitting around from 
prior races.

In other notes from the Car-
rion carry-on campaign: 

•AC may have some ‘splainin’ 
to do over $15,800 in unexplained 
cash payments from an old political 
committee, according to a piece by 
Daily News investigative reporter 
Greg Smith. He was previously 
fined $6,875 by the city Campaign 
Finance Board for running up an 
unaccounted for $30,000 tab during 
his 2005 reelection campaign for 
boro prez, including trips to Puerto 
Rico and Disney World - and an $8 
tab at McDonald’s.

•While former Bronx Demo-
cratic Boss Roberto Ramirez is 
currently handling Democratic may-
oral candidate Bill Thompson out 
of his Mirram Group, partner David 
Keisman was handling the show at 
the Bronx Museum for AC’s may-
oral announcement. Go figure. 

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR
There’s a new sheriff in town 

at the scandal-wracked Bronx Pub-

lic Administrator’s office.
Frank Randazzo, the long-

time No. 2 guy at the Bronx Over-
all Economic Development Corp., 
was sworn in Monday as Bronx 
Public Administrator by new Bronx 
Surrogate Judge Nelida Malave-
Gonzalez, filling the job vacated by 
Micheal Lippman, who is now fac-
ing trial on criminal charges.

The office handles the es-
tates of county residents who die 
without a will or someone to admin-
ister their estate.

Lippman has been accused 
of paying exhorbitant fees to private 
(and favored) attornies to handle 
the estates. As a result of the crimi-
nal case, a judicial panel disciplined 
former Bronx Surrogate Lee Holz-
man, who declined to run again for 
the office.

Given the office’s recent his-
tory, we figure Frank knows he’ll be 
under scrutiny, but we’ve known 
him as a real straight shooter. And 
he already turned us down to han-
dle some estates.... 

Frank , whose dad Ben 
Randazzo is chief of staff to As-
semblyman Mike Benedetto, said 

he’s verbally informed the Bronx 
Democratic County Committee that 
he’s stepped down as district leader 
out of the 82nd Assembly District’s 
Chippewa Dem Club in the east 
Bronx. More about a successor in 
next week’s column.

And in an email blast to 
friends/colleagues announcing his 
new job, Frank noted: “if you want 
to keep my workload manageable 
please go get yourself a will!”

JAIL BIRD
Barring any last minute ap-

peals, it’s off to Chez Fed on Friday, 
March 8 for former City Councilman 
Larry (Bagel Larry) Seabrook, he 
of the $177 expense account for a 
$7 bagel and a Snapple, convicted 
of looting taxpayer-funded non-
profits packed with his mistress, 
family and friends on the payroll.

Sadly, we have just about 
run out of rascals and do-nothing 
pols to poke fun at, with federally 
convicted ex-state Senator Pedro 
Espada next in line to head off to 
the pokey. LOVE BIRDS

We got our math a bit con-
fused, writing in a recent column 
about Borough Prez Ruben Diaz 

Jr. giving a shoutout to lovely wife 
Hilda at his State of the Borough. 
While they were teen sweethearts, 
they have NOT been married for 24 
years. The couple, who both turn 
40 this year, celebrated 24 Valen-
tine’s Days together.

TAKING A FLIER
Some politicians have been 

known to drone on, but Parkchester 
Assemblyman Luis Sepulveda is 
taking on drones - the kind that fly 
and spy.

He’s writing legislation to deal 
with their domestic use because he 
believes not enough attention’s be-
ing paid to the issue, and envisions 
“that without appropriate safe-
guards, they can be used for mali-
cious and intrusive purposes.”

He’s open to coordinating 
with civil libertarian groups to make 
any bill - if it doesn’t get stuck in the 
infamous Albany legislative holding 
pattern - stays ahead of the tech-
nology.

SPACE AVAILABLE
Buh-bye to D, TJ, E, Homie

and Menace, along with two other 
members of The Organization, 
slapped with a federal drugs and 

guns indictment this week, leaving 
the corner of Longwood Ave. and 
Beck St. available.... 

COP CORNER
Congrats to Detective Nor-

berto Tirado over at the 44 Squad 
in Highbridge, upped to Detective 
Second Grade, no doubt learned 
largely at Jim Ruane’s knee....

BRONX BIRTHDAYS 
March 1 - Ischia Bravo, 

exec director, Bronx County 
Democratic Committee

March 2 - Yiddish writer 
Sholem Aleichem

March 4 - Kevin “Duffy” 
Philzone, St. Nicholas of Tolen-
tine’s gift as one of the city’s leg-
endary barkeeps, late of Elaine’s 
saloon, currently at Jimmy 
Neary’s on E. 57th. 

March 5 - Fran Mahony 
Reilly, co-district leader, 82nd 
Assembly District’s Chippewa 
Dem Club.

March 6 - Former Bronx 
Boro Prez (and mayoral candi-
date) Adolfo Carrion.

March 7 - Former 80th As-
sembly District state committee-
woman Diane Cerino. 
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40th PCT.
SAT, FEB. 16th, 11:10 p.m. – 

St. Ann’s Ave. and East 140 St. A 
24 year old black male was taken 
into custody by police officers. The 
young male was found in posses-
sion of a 38-caliber revolver. The 
weapon was removed from the 
man’s possession and was voucher 
as evidence. 

TUES, FEB. 19th, 4:45 a.m. 
– 353 East 138 St. A suspect was 
arrested by police officers as an in-
quiry related to a stabbing got un-
der way. A male victim, who was 
stabbed in the abdomen, was 
transported to Lincoln Medical 
Center authorities indicated. 

41st PCT.
SUN, FEB. 17th, 5:10 a.m. 

– 936 Stebbins Ave. A 26 year old 
man ended up in additional trouble 
after being arrested. The male cul-
prit was taken into custody for an 
incident involving a domestic as-
sault. While in custody, it has been 
charged that the man used his head 
to break a window of a police ve-
hicle.  The male culprit was trans-
ported to Lincoln Medical center 
and provided with first aid. 

SUN, FEB. 17th, 6:25 p.m. – 
1022 Stebbins Ave. A suspect was 
arrested as police were looking into 
a stabbing. A 35 year old Hispanic 
male was taken to Lincoln Medical 
Center where he was treated for a 
stab wound to the stomach area.  
The victim was reported to be in 
stable condition.

42nd PCT.
SUN, FEB. 17th, 10:15 p.m. 

– Vyse Ave. and East 174 St. Police 
took a suspect into custody after 
being found with a loaded gun. The 
culprit had a 22-caliber hand gun 
in his possession when arrested. 
The weapon was vouchered as evi-
dence for the pending trail.

MON, FEB. 18th, 9:30 a.m. 
– Third Ave. and East 163 St. Police 
were summoned to St. Barnabas 
Hospital’s Emergency Room. A 26 
year old black female entered the 
hospital suffering from two slash 
wounds to her inner thighs. The 
woman was treated at the hospital, 
as police investigators looking into 
the incident determined that both 
wounds were self-inflicted.  

FRI, FEB. 22nd, 10:40 a.m. 
– 645 Westchester Ave. A 5 year 
old boy was transported to Lincoln 
Medical Center suffering from a 
bullet wound. The young Latino boy 
had been shot in the right shoulder 
officials indicated. The boy appar-
ently fired the shot that ripped into 
his shoulder causing him to be listed 
in serious condition. Police investi-
gators trying to get the truth from 
the father, was told several stories 
by the 33 year old man. Finally the 
man, Denny Pantoja, confessed 
saying that his son found the gun 
inside the family apartment when it 
went off striking the young boy. The 
father was arrested being charged 
with child endangerment and pos-
session of a gun. The weapon was 
recovered by investigators. 

FRI, FEB. 22nd, 8:25 p.m. – 
Claremont Pkwy and Boston Rd. A 
25 year old black male was taken 
into the police station after being 
found with a gun. Taken away from 
the male culprit was a 380-cali-
ber handgun. The weapon was 
vouched as evidence.    

44th PCT.
SUN, FEB. 17th, 2:40 a.m. 

– 114 East 170 St. An inquiry was 
started by police officers who re-
sponded to the scene of a shoot-
ing. A 26 year old black male was 
suffering multiple bullet wounds. 
The victim was rushed to the near-
by Bronx Lebanon Hospital where 
it was determined that he had been 
shot in the right arm and the chest. 
The victim was determined to be in 
critical, but stable condition. Local 
sleuths are handling the inquiry.  

THURS, FEB. 21st, 11:00 
p.m. – 1195 Sherman Ave. A sus-
pect was taken into custody by po-
lice officials looking into a stabbing. 
A 42 year old black male had been 
stabbed in the right shoulder. The 
victim was taken to Lincoln Medi-
cal Center where he was reported 
to be in stable condition. 

45th PCT.
SUN, FEB. 17th, 2:00 p.m. 

– St. Raymond’s Cemetery. Police 
were alerted that a person removed 
numerous metallic objects from the 
burial site over the weekend. Offi-
cials indicated that 63 Mausoleum 
bronze door handles and three hold 
doors were some of the items tak-
en. Officials estimate the value of 
the missing property at $189,000. 
Working on the inquiry for several 
days, detectives arrested a 56 year 
old Louis Peduto, a homeless man. 
The male culprit is facing several 
charges.  

46th PCT.
MON, FEB. 18th, 2:25 a.m. 

– Davidson Ave. and West 183 St. 
Another teenager was arrested by 
police. This time a 15 year old black 
male teen was found to be in pos-
session of a 25-caliber pistol. The 
weapon was taken away from the 
teen and vouched as evidence. 

THURS, FEB. 21st, 9:10 a.m. 
– 2424 Jerome Ave. Additional po-
lice officers were called into the 
area after law enforcement officials 
learned that there was an attempt 
to abduct an eight year old girl. The 
incident occurred as the girl was 
walking to Public School # 33 lo-
cated near Fordham Rd.  Police of-
ficers combed the area looking for 
a black male reported to be in his 
twenties’.  

47th PCT.

FRI, FEB. 15th, 11:25 a.m. – 
Bronx Blvd and East 224 St. Offi-
cials are looking into the death of a 
male. The victim’s body was found 
in a neighborhood park. The Medi-
cal examiner’s office will determine 
if the death was suspicious or not.

FRI, FEB. 15th, 8:35 p.m. – 
3361 Baychester Ave. Police are 
investigating a shooting that sent 
a black male to a neighborhood 
hospital suffering from two bullet 
wounds. The 26 year old victim had 
been shot in the back and shoulder 
area officials indicated. Local de-
tectives are handling the inquiry. 

SAT, FEB. 16th, 4:50 a.m. 
– Edson Ave. and East Gun Hill 
Rd. Law enforcement investiga-
tors were summoned to Mon-
tefiore Hospital’s North Division on 
East 233 St. Upon arrival officers 
learned that a 31 year old black 
male appeared at the medical facil-
ities emergency room seeking help 
for a bullet wound to the left thigh. 
Police were summoned and the in-
quiry is underway.

MON, FEB. 18th, 12:35 p.m. 
– 3022 Holland Ave. Authorities are 
looking into the death of a Hispanic 
woman. Officials indicated that the 
woman’s body was badly bruised 
which is causing detectives to ask 
additional questions to family and 
friends. The inquiry is ongoing.

THURS, FEB. 21st, 8:45 p.m. 
– Strang Ave. and Dereimer Ave. 
Three males were arrested by local 
police officers. The trio, composed 
of a Hispanic male and two black 
males, were found to be in posses-
sion of a 25-caliber semi-automat-
ic pistol. The handgun was vouched 
as evidence for the pending trail.

FRI, FEB. 22nd, 1:35 a.m. – 
1024 East 219 St. Police officers 
removed another gun away from 
a person who failed to obtain the 
proper permit to own the weapon. 
Vouched was a 40-caliber handgun 
that was in possession of a 28 year 
old black male. 

48th PCT.
THURS, FEB. 21st, 11:05 

a.m. – 739 East 182 St. Police of-
ficials were held at bay by a teenage 
boy. The 15 year old Hispanic male 
apparently has not taken his medi-
cations. The teen locked himself 
in the apartment refusing to open 
door for officials.

49th PCT.
THURS, FEB. 21st, 6:50 p.m. 

– 2140 Cruger Ave. Police officers 
arrested three persons who were in 
possession of a pistol. The weap-
on was separated from the trio by 
the arresting officers and vouched 
as evidence for their pending court 
proceedings. Vouched was a ‘Glock 
19’ pistol.

50th PCT.
THURS, FEB. 21st, 4:50 

p.m. – 5900 Arlington Ave. Police 
officers were requested at the Sky 
View complex. Inside an apartment 
authorities were faced with a 40 
year old person who was barricad-
ed. The person who was reported 
to be Bipolar refused to permit of-
ficial into the home. Once in custo-
dy, the person was transported to 
North Central Bronx Hospital. 

52nd PCT. 
SUN, FEB. 17th, 9:35 a.m. – 

Investigators arrested a male who 
sexually assaulted a female. The at-
tack took place inside a Laundro-
mat where the 27 year old woman 
was working at.  At the time of the 
attack, the culprit was unknown 
to the victim. The man forced the 
woman into the bathroom where he 
sexually assaulted her. Before flee-
ing, the culprit gathered the victim’s 
money, taking it with him. Arrested 
was a male who was considered to 
be a high-level sex offender. The 
culprit was identified as 44 year old 
Danny Gonzalez.  

FRI, FEB. 22nd, 6:10 p.m. – 
3197 Bainbridge Ave. A suspect 
was not able to enjoy several hun-
dred extra dollars that did not be-
long to him. Police officers arrest-
ed the culprit who apparently took 
the four hundred and fifty dollars 
that was taken from a cash regis-
ter at knife point in a nail salon in 
the Norwood area. A female in the 
store received a minor injury. Quick 
responding police officers arrested 
the culprit.   

FRI, FEB. 22nd, - Grand 
Concourse and East 192 St. A 
fight between two young girls 
was video tape in Poe Park 
and placed on the Internet for 
all to see world wide leading 
to the arrest of four  teenager 
girls. The teenagers, ages rang-
ing between 14 to 17 years, set 
up a fight in the park between 
two young girls, ages 6 and 7. 
The second girl, who was the 
aggressor, was pushed into the 
fight by her older sister. The 
older sister was one of the four 
teens arrested.  The incident 
took place in the park this past 
December, was filmed by one 
of the older teens. The film ap-
peared on You Tube. The older 
teens were charged with en-
dangering the welfare of a child 
and are being charged as juve-
niles.

Housing
FRI, FEB. 15th, 9:30 a.m. – 

10 Classion Point Lane. Law en-
forcement officials are looking for 
the person who fired a gun. Po-

lice officers recovered nine bul-
let shells at the scene hoping that 
the evidence will assist detectives 
with their inquiry. No injuries were 
reported by police officers from 
Housing’s PSA # 8.

FRI, FEB. 15th, 9:45 p.m. – 
1710 Seward Ave. Police officers 
from Housing’s PSA # 8 are work-
ing with detectives from the 43rd 
Squad as they looking into an inci-
dent that sent a woman to Jacobi 
Medical Center. A 52 year old black 
woman was found by the police of-
ficers suffering from a bullet wound 
to the stomach area. The victim ar-
rived at the hospital in stable con-
dition.

SAT, FEB. 16th, 12:30 a.m. 
– 595 Trinity Ave. Police officers 
from Housing’s PSA # 7 arrest-
ed over six dozen people inside a 
Housing Authority residential build-
ing. Officials charged eighty-one 
persons with criminal trespassing. 
Taken into custody were 18 juve-
niles along with 63 adults who were 
in an 18th floor apartment.  

THURS, FEB. 21st, 2:45 
a.m. – 1040 Sound View Ave. Po-
lice investigators are looking for the 
person who was responsible for fir-
ing a bullet into a home. The bullet 
struck the television officials indi-
cated, none of the residents were 
injured. Police officers from Hous-
ing’s PSA # 8 are working with 43rd 
Pct. detectives on this caper.  

Fire Log
FRI, FEB. 15th, 7:23 a.m. – 

2977 Bainbridge Ave.  Fire Mar-
shals were requested at the scene 
of a fatal fire. Officials indicated 
that a woman suffering from cancer 
perished in the inferno. Firefighters 
from the Briggs Ave. station were 
the first to arrive at the apartment 
house located near East 201 St. in 
the Bedford Park community. Fire-
fighters located the blaze on the 5th 
floor of the six-story high dwelling. 
The incident commander upon ar-
rival requested additional firefight-
ing units to respond. Within min-
utes, fire marshals were requested 
to respond. Officials identified the 
victim as 56 year old Miriam Mo-
rales. Authorities were informed 
that the woman had been battling 
cancer and apparently using oxy-
gen. The woman had refused to 
give up smoking. The fire was con-
tained to the one apartment.   

SAT, FEB. 16th, 5:25 p.m. 
– 4365 Byron Ave. Firefighters 
fighting a fire in a Wakefield were 
extremely surprised when they 
discovered several twenty-pound 
cylinders of a liquefied gas in the 
structure. The fire was reported 
on the first floor of the home. Two 
hose lines were quickly stretched. 
Firefighters conducting search-
es for fire extension and for any 
trapped person discovered a half–
a-dozen cylinders. These gas filled 
cylinders can easily ignite officials 
reported. Before the blaze was de-
clared under control shortly after 
6 p.m., three more cylinders were 
discovered in addition to over two-
gallons of gasoline. Fire Marshals 
were ordered to respond to the 
scene. An inquiry is underway. 

SUN, FEB. 17th, 10:30 p.m. 
– 2754 Bronx Park East. A report of 

a fire in a five-story high apartment 
had smoke-eaters from several sta-
tions responding to the call for help. 
First responding units crews were 
directed to the third floor where in 
an apartment the firefighters were 
confronted by an electrical fire. The 
blaze was extinguished within 17 
minutes, with officials indicating 
that the incident was under con-
trol. 

MON, FEB. 18th, 9:35 p.m. 
– 1035 Swinton Ave. A fire was re-
ported in the Throggs Neck com-
munity with a heavy body of fire 
greeting the smoke-eaters. Arriv-
ing at the scene, Engine 89 ordered 
the response of additional equip-
ment. Following 89 to the incident 
was Tower Ladder 50 with Engine 
72 arriving shortly thereafter. Three 
hose lines were ordered stretched 
as firefighters used the water to 
beat down the flames in the rear 
of the home which extended from 
the basement area to the first floor. 
The heavy fire condition delayed 
ladder crews from searching the 
burning area until the flames were 
all darken down. Officials indicated 
that there was minor extension to 
the first floor. The fire was declared 
under control at 10:12 p.m. by the 
7th Division.

TUES, FEB. 19th, 3:15 p.m. – 
2902 Waterbury Ave. A fire was re-
ported in a home in the Schuylerville 
section close to Edison Ave. Engine 
89 and Tower Ladder 50 from the 
Bruckner Blvd station were the first 
to arrive at the scene followed by 
Squad 61 and Battalion 20. Engine 
72 and Ladder 47 filled out the first 
alarm assignment. Additional units 
were requested and seven more 
units were assigned. Battalion 20 
reported that there was a fire in the 
basement of the home. A hose line 
was quickly placed into operation 
to help contain and extinguish the 
flames. Within minutes the addi-
tional units were ordered to return 
to their previous assignments, the 
fire was out. 

FRI, FEB. 22nd, 1:20 a.m. 
– 4059 Murdock Ave. Firefighter 
arriving at a fire in the Baychester 
community requested additional 
assistance. The fire building was 
located near Stang Ave officials in-
dicated. The blaze was started in a 
wood burning stove that extended 
to the walls of the home. Battalion 
15 units were able to contain the 
flames within the home before they 
totally extinguished the fire. 

FRI, FEB. 22nd, 5:30 a.m. – 
100 Alcott Pl. One resident was 
transported to Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter suffering from smoke inhalation 
received during a fire in a Co-op 
City residential building. The early 
morning fire was located on the 
33rd floor of the high-rise structure. 
The smoke-eaters were able to get 
water onto the expanding flames 
containing the fire spread. Addi-
tional fire companies were request-
ed at 5:37 a.m. since smoke had to 
be purged from the floors above 
the fire. Engine crews were able to 
contain the blaze and the incident 
commander reported at 5:48 that 
the fire had been knocked down. 
All the searches also proved to be 
negative. Members of Ladder 61’s 
crew were responsible for remov-
ing the injured occupant. 
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LJI JEWELERS SAYS

WAIT!
DON’T SELL YOUR GOLD

DON’T GET SCREWED
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AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH

AT LJI
WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH
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Pocket

TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer

     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds

2) Then Come To LJI and Compare

     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot Higher!!!

3021 Westchester Ave.
Bronx, NY

718-931-1932

3645 Bruckner Blvd. BX
1 Block from Pelham Bay Station

347-651-3567

921 Broadway
Thornwood, NY
914-773-5500

www.ljijewelers.com

What ever happened to the days when people prided themselves on honesty and when 

their word was their bond? What ever happened to the days when people tried to help others 

instead of taking advantage of each other?

Today, we live in a very different world, but, thank God there are still places where you can 

go and still feel confident that you will always be treated fairly and more importantly, with 

honesty. One of these places is LJI Jewelers...they have been serving the Pelham Bay area 

for nearly 20 years. Aside from selling gold and diamond jewelry they do gold buying and 

pawning.

I’m sure you have heard of all the horror stories told by people who either sold their gold to 

gold buying stores or went to events in those convention centers and hotel conference rooms 

or who even sent their gold through the mail only to find out later that they got paid only a 

fraction of the money that their gold and diamonds were really worth. You hear this all the 

time, on the news or on the internet warning you not to go here or send your gold there.

When customers go to LJI to sell their gold or diamonds, they are pleasantly surprised, and 

in many cases stunned when they hear what they are offered. Some have even, believe it or 

not, been on the verge of tears. The customers always come back and send all their friends 

because they know they are being treated fairly, honestly and know they are getting the 

highest prices.

LJI always wants its customers to feel comfortable in knowing that the prices they are 

getting for their old gold is the highest price! LJI has put signs up in their stores encouraging 

people to shop around to see what offers they get for their old gold. Then, they want them to 

come back to LJI without saying what the other offers were, and then see how much more 

money LJI pays them.

So if you need to sell or pawn your old gold or diamond jewelery...

Go to LJI. You will come out with a big smile on your face.

REMEMBER OUR SLOGAN...
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Save Lehman
Dear editor,
I am sorry to again read about the pos-

sible closing of Lehman High School.
The problems at Lehman and other 

NYC schools are made by the new policies.
It is said that we cannot go back, but 

education worked well in my day and in 
the years I raised my family.

Why don’t we put all elementary 
schools back to Kindergarten through 
Grade 8, and then graduate students to a 
community high school?

This K-8 model is again popular and 
has worked well for the parochial school 
system.

Let’s also bring back zoning and send 
children to schools in their home neighbor-
hoods.

This would save on transportation 
costs and keep students near home in the 
event of an emergency or illness during 
the school day.

As Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
said last week, “This is not the Bronx of 
the 70’s.”

Bronx neighborhoods have improved 
greatly and there is no reason to shuffle 
students all over to go to school.

All school staffs are licensed by the 
State of New York and want to teach. The 
staff is not the problem.

Perhaps the teachers should be al-
lowed to teach every day instead of being 
mandated to do constant practice tests and 
test taking skills.

Students are bored with these contin-
ual test practices. Give one or two practice 
tests to teach format of the test and then 
give the real test.

One might be surprised to find stu-
dents putting all their knowledge and ef-
fort into the real test, instead of being 
burned out by constant practices.

Getting back to Lehman, this was an 
outstanding high school before it was over-
populated to almost double capacity. Leh-
man does a great job in the face of adver-
sity.

From a product of the old NYC school 
system, go back to the old ways.

Let’s start with Lehman being zoned 
for the community it was built to serve and 
make it the model school it used to be.

Lehman could set an example for all 
other neighborhood high schools.

Give Lehman a chance to show what it 
can do under the right conditions.

Constance Saddlier 

Jobs for vets
Dear editor,
As the Executive Director of the 

Westchester Square Business Improve-
ment District, I am committed to finding 

new ways to expand the businesses we 
have in the Bronx, while encouraging new 
businesses to put down roots here.

 I was pleased to read the article last 
week in this paper, “Sen. Jeff Klein backs 
‘Jobs for Heroes’ Bill,” outlining legisla-
tion that would make it that much easier 
for businesses across New York to hire 
American heroes for fulltime positions. 

Jobs for Heroes will give tax credits to 
businesses who hire veterans discharged 
after 9/11 and is just the type of legislation 
that our Business Improvement District is 
proud to support – good for business, good 

for our community and good for our ser-
vicemen and women.

 I hope that Jobs for Heroes becomes 
law, so that businesses across the Bronx 
and across New York can take advantage 
of an added incentive to hire some of the 
most responsible, courageous and disci-
plined members of our society.

Lisa Sorin

Right to Life
Dear editor,
I am writing to express my distress 

and sorrow at Governor Cuomo’s plan to 
decriminalize third trimester abortions 
under the “Reproductive Health Act.”
Under this plan, fully formed and viable 
humans can be murdered for the flimsiest 
of reasons.

It is shocking to me that my repre-
sentatives, Sen. Klein and Assemblyman 
Benedetto have indicated their support for 
this as well. Where is their humanity?

If this is important to you, contact 
your representatives and let them know 
that infanticide is not OK. 

And most of all - pray that their hearts 
and minds will be changed. 

It is only with prayer that America 
will come to terms with the evil of Roe v. 
Wade.

Marion Cronin
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor are welcome from 
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lisher, the Bronx Times Reporter, 900 E. 
132nd Street, Bronx, NY 10454, or e-mail 
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Let us hear
from you

INTERNATIONAL CLOWN TOUR STOPS BY MONTEFIORE 

Send in the clowns!  Past and present patients from the Pediatric Heart Center at The Children’s Hospital at 
Montefi ore got together on Valentine’s Day, reuniting with each other and their medical teams in celebration 
of their heart health. The kids, treated for a all kinds of heart conditions, enjoyed a live DJ, dancing, games 
and face painting. Daphne Hsu, M.D., chief of Pediatric Cardiology, and Christine Walsh, M.D., pediatric cardi-
ologist, CHAM, host the annual event, and doctors, nurses and technologists from the Pediatric Heart Center 
joined in the fun at this party which was held as part of Montefi ore’s American Heart Month celebrations.
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Cead Mile Failte

EVERY 
THURSDAY
@ 9PM

“Mister
Catskills”
Peter

Home of Good Food & Strong Drinks

Throggs Neck Clipper

3599 E. Tremont•Bronx, NY•Tel: 718-829-0005•Fax: 718-319-1756

Call Eileen 718-829-0005
Thurs 4:00-10:00.

F

Captain’s Cabin
FOR ALL YOUR PARTIES NEEDS - DIFFERENT PACKAGES AVAILABLE

DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER 

SPECIALS FAXED 

ON REQUEST

Sunday Only 11:30 4:00
Fri & Sat 4:00-11:00

FREE
WI-FI

A place where strangers are not strangers...But friends who have yet to meet!

$5BAR ONLY
8-10 PM

$10 PITCHERS

ALL SPECIALS

Graduations

Communions

Confirmations

Luncheons

Birthdays

Reunions

SUNDAY, MARCH 10th

AFTER THE PARADE

D.J. SHANE SPINNING ALL YOUR
FAVORITE TUNES

SATURDAY MARCH 16TH 
J

SUNDAY MARCH 17TH 

Join Us After The Throggs Neck Parade



Bronx pubs gearing 
up for St. Paddy’s Day

BY DAVID CRUZ
Attention stout and other Irish 

brew seekers:  You’re covered for 
the Bronx St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade.  

Bronx saloons have been gear-
ing up for the borough’s festive pa-
rade, preparing to honor Ould Sol 
with some Irish dittys and drink!  

These saloons often profi t 
handsomely from the yearly pa-
rade, attracting thousands who 
eventually spend post-parade (and 
pre- and during) raising a glass 
with their fellow revelers.

But good Irish beers are not the 
only thing on the menu as some 
Bronx bars are serving up a menu 
of Irish fare.

Kathleen Gallagher, manager 
of the Wicked Wolf and sitting 
member of the Throggs Neck Pa-
rade Committee, welcomes the 
day. 

Her bar/restaurant at 4029 E. 
Tremont Ave. sees a wave of cus-
tomers stopping by to soak in the 

Irish ambiance.  
“For the last fi fteen years it’s 

gotten bigger and better,” said 
Gallagher.  “More people tend to 
come out and support the neigh-
borhood.”  

Gallagher plans to highlight 
her Irish roots (her family’s from 
Denigal) by serving up a spread of 
traditional Irish staples, includ-
ing corned beef and cabbage, as 
well as Dublin Lamb Stew.  

Over at McGee’s Tavern at 3809 
E. Tremont Ave., where a mas-
sive three-leaf clover lines the 
sidewalk, owner Megan “McGee” 
Zangaglia is set to launch her own 
brew – McGee’s Irish Red.

“I compare it to a Killian’s,” said 
Zangaglia, who’s decked her entire 
saloon with St. Patrick’s decor.  

Along with free servings of 
corned beef and cabbage, Zanga-
glia has hired local band Bazooka 
Joe and Bubble Gum Beat Down to 
sing some Irish tunes.  

Down the avenue, The Clippper 

at 3599 E. Tremont Ave. welcomes 
St. Patrick’s Day as an offi cial 
start to business booming after a 
generally dormant winter.  

“The whole year picks up right 
on St. Patrick’s Day,” said owner 
Peter Tierney, an Ireland-bred 
businessman who said he’s expect-
ing a thousand customers by the 
end of the day.  

He plans on serving an Irish 
breakfast from 10 a.m. to noon, 
with an array of “Irish sausage, 
white pudding and black pudding, 
Irish bacon, eggs and home fries.” 

“The breakfast is the big 
thing,” said Tierney.    

Irish Coffee and Guiness Stout 
will be the big drinks for local 
drinkers, he said, who can also en-
joy Irish tunes from spinmeister 
DJ Shane.  

And though the day may be fun 
and frolick, don’t overdo it, warns 
the Throggs Neck Community Ac-
tion Partnership, which promotes 
the dangers of alcohol and drug 

use.
“Make provisions,” said Janet 

Bliss, coordinator of community 
programs.  “Besides being mind-

ful of drinking and driving, space 
your drinks.”  

For a look at more local prep-

arations, turn to page 43.
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The Wicked Wolf, 4029 East Tremont Avenue, decorates for the upcoming St. Pat-
rick’s Day celebrations. 
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
What they meant to say 

was...
Access Community 

Health Center’s new clinic 
near Westchester Square 
will NOT be offering any 
substance abuse counsel-
ing, it’s CEO told a Com-
munity Board 10 committee 
hearing Feb. 19.

The controversy started 
when an Access employee 
sent a letter to the board 
stating that they DID plan 
substance abuse counsel-
ing at their new facility at 
1426 Ferris Place when it 
opened. 

The employee later con-
fi rmed that in a phone inter-
view, saying the counseling 
program at its Manhattan 
headquarters would also be 
offered in the Bronx. 

But,  Access CEO Debra 
Sorkin backed away from 
the letter and earlier state-
ment at the Feb. 19 meeting 
of Board 10’s Health and Hu-
man Services Committee.

She called it a misunder-
standing, since her group 
cannot dispense medicine 
of any kind, and only offers 
such counseling in Manhat-
tan.

 Board 10 district man-
ager Kenneth Kearns found 
out about the change shortly 
before the Feb. 19 meeting, 
he said. 

“Given the number of 
providers of that nature al-
ready in the Westchester 
Square area, the board was 
gratifi ed to learn that Ac-
cess would not be operat-
ing those types of service 
in the Westchester Square 
area for the time being,” 
said Kearns. “They said 
they may consider it in the 
future, and if they consider 
it in the future, it certainly 
will be another point of dis-
cussion.”

In response to a ques-
tion at the Feb. 19 meeting, 
Sorkin did not rule out the 
possibility of  some sort of 
counseling service at the 

new clinic.
Her clarifi cation pleased 

Westchester Square Busi-
ness Improvement District 

chairman John Bonizio. 
He said that other than the 

chemical dependency com-
ponent, which concerned 
building landlord Simone 
Development, there was no 
real problem with the facil-
ity. 

“I think that they under-
stand the concerns of the 
community,” said Bonizio. 
“Conversations have been 
had with the landlord, who 
is opposed to any kind of 
drug program in there. “

He said there is a ques-
tion about whether a drug 
program instituted by Ac-
cess would be a violation 
of the main lease between 
the nonprofi t social service 
agency AHRC and Simone 
Development.

It should be a good loca-
tion to operate a clinic of 
that nature, said Bonizio, 
because it is away from the 
retail hub in the Square. He 
also said that AHRC enjoys 
a good reputation in the 
community. 

Access health center backs away from Community Board 10 letter

Access CEO Debra Sorkin (l) addresses Community Board 10 on Feb. 19. She and others tried to address 
community concerns by providing correct information on planned programming for its new Ferris 
Place location.  -  by Patrick Rocchio 

Clinic: no chemical dependency counseling near Square 
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Live
Music
All Day

“FISH” LIVE ON
ACUSTIC GUITAR
EVERY SUNDAY DJ MUSIC

ALL NIGHT

CELEBRATE SUNDAY, MARCH 10th FOLLOWING

15th

MARCH 16th
MARCH 17th

DJ MUSIC ALL NIGHT
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BY PATRICK ROCCHIO   
A new alliance between Ein-

stein, Montefi ore and Maimonides 
hospitals should improve health 
care outcomes at all three loca-
tions. 

Einstein and Montefi ore have 
entered into what Montefi ore is 
terming a “strategic alliance,” 
with the Brooklyn hospital to help 
improve education and training of 
doctors at Einstein, as well as shar-
ing the collective knowledge of the 
institutions, and improving health-
care and preventative care, offi cials 
said.Maimonides should be able 
impart knowledge about the “dual 
treatment of psychiatric and medi-
cal illness,” while Einstein and 
Montefi ore can offer information 
about what works and what does 
not in terms of “peer-management” 
of patients with chronic illnesses, 
among a number of other things, 
said Lynn Richmond, senior vice-
president and chief-of-staff at Mon-
tefi ore. 

It could be a casual alliance, or 
more formal, she said.  

“It allows Einstein to have ad-
ditional places for the medical 

students and residents,” said Rich-
mond, adding that Montefi ore is in-
volved because of its close relation-
ship with Einstein. “Maimonides 
has been one of the places where 
medical students went and they 
had a terrifi c experience there, so 
this allows them to take it to the 
next level.” 

“It does sort of create another 
area where there is alignment,” she 
added. 

As part of the arrangement, 
Maimonides will become a univer-
sity hospital and Einstein’s Brook-
lyn Campus.

“Maimonides Medical Center of-
fers a superb environment for train-
ing Einstein students to become the 
competent and compassionate phy-
sicians the health care system of 
the future demands,” said Dr. Allen 
Spiegel, the Marilyn and Stanley 
Katz dean of Albert Einstein Col-
lege of Medicine. “The partnership 
between Einstein and Maimonides 
will make two outstanding institu-
tions even stronger.”

The enhanced academic affi lia-
tion with Einstein should provide 
its students with more educational 

and clinical clerkship at Maimo-
nides in all core hospital programs, 
according to the hospitals. 

The leaders of Montefi ore and 
Maimonides both commented as 
to the positives of the strategic al-
liance. 

“Our agreement with Maimo-
nides is based on common values 
and a shared commitment to pro-
vide patients with less fragmented, 
improved care,” said Dr. Steven 
Safyer, president and CEO of Mon-
tefi ore. “The healthcare system as 
a whole is facing many challenges.  
We must grow and learn together 
in order to continue to improve pa-
tient care and outcomes.”

“The alliance offers knowledge 
for new models of healthcare,” said 
Pamela Brier, president and CEO of 
Maimonides. “These agreements 
build upon current relationships 
and better positions Maimonides for 
future success. As Einstein’s Brook-
lyn Campus, we will strengthen 
our teaching programs and fortify 
physician recruitment. As a stra-
tegic partner with Montefi ore, we 
will better prepare for new models 
of health care delivery.”

Einstein and Montefi ore join  
with Brooklyn’s Maimonides

Commitment
Dedication
Excellence

These special words are reserved for those 
individuals who have devoted their own life 
to improve the lives of others. This year the 
Bronx Times, through a series of in-depth 

profiles, salutes 25 Influential Bronx Women. 
Each woman’s unique accomplishments will 
be highlighted in a keepsake publication on 

March 29th 2013.

Please join us in recognizing the
25 Bronx Influential Women of 2013!

Evelyn Oliver
Con Edi son

Deirdre Scott
Bronx Council of the Arts

Sharlene Brown
Bronx YMCA

Bailey Provetto
St. Benedict’s Playhouse

Karin O’Connor
Throggs Neck Benevolent Association

 Terri Dambinskas
Ice House

Rose Florio
Golden Glow Cookie Factory

Linda Cox
Bronx River Alliance

Sana Nasser
Truman High School

Jackie Kyle Kall
Port of Kall Realty

Krystal Serrano
Health First

Mirian Moses
Lincoln Hospital

Deborah Tymon
NY Yankees 

Sr. Diane Prusinski
Rosalie Hall 

Wendy Rodriguez
Community Board 6

Nydia R. Edgecombe
Hostos Community College

Marcia Cameron
Bronx Women’s Business Resource Center

Donna Karlson
NY Institute for Special Education

Dolores Batista
Allstate

Sandi Lusk
Westchester Square Zerega Improvement 

Organization

Hope Harley
Bronx Children’s Museum

Roberta Greenberg
Monroe College

Joanne Russo-Rubino
Community Board 11

Edith Blitzer
Pelham Pkwy Neighborhood Association

Patricia Williams
Youth Leaders on the Move
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Paddy’s 
On The Bay

 DAILY
SPECIALS!
REGULAR
MENU ALSO

WHERE WE SIT AND WATCH THE BOATS GO BY!

DJ  Frankie
EVERY SATURDAY

at 11 PM

 BRUNCH
SATURDAYS

AND SUNDAYS

 SERVING
LUNCH AND

DINNER
EVERY DAY

 FRESH 
SEAFOOD
SPECIALS

DAILY

St.  Patrick’s day
kick-off

saturday, march 9
“the titan

durTy band”
9 pm

join us sunday
after the parade

for your favorite
Irish tunes

serving irish food all day
drink specials &

giveaways
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Temple Hatikva is a Reform/Conservative synagogue serving the entire Jewish Community. We welcome all those who wish to worship with us.
Our goal is to provide the Jewish Community with meaningful, traditional and modern services.

Contact Temple Hatikva at: (718) 792-1109 or TEMPLEHATIKVA@aol.com
Temple Hatikva is located at:  2440 Esplanade, Bronx, NY

Temple     Hatikva
Rabbi Harry Hertzberg

Cantor Kyle Cherry

FREE ADULT EDUCATION
at Temple Hatikva - 2440 Esplanade

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 10 A.M.
“Understanding The Sabbath Prayerbook”

Breakfast provided to all!

PASSOVER SEDER
SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 5:30 P.M.

$25/Person - Full Kosher Meal
MUST R.S.V.P. BY MARCH 15

 (718) 792-1109

A TASTE OF PASSOVER
at Temple Hatikva - 2440 Esplanade

FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 7:30 P.M.
Join us for a special FREE ONEG SHABBAT with

all kinds of Passover dessert treats

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
For Pelham Bay locals, 

Catania Shoe Store was the 
sole of their neighborhood.

When the store closed 
last December, many area 
residents mourned the loss 
of the beloved business, 
in the community for 82 
years.

Luckily, the store’s loy-
al customers won’t have far 
to walk to shop for shoes. 

Florsheim Shoes 
opened its doors for busi-
ness on February 5 in 
the same location  3015 
Westchester Ave., a perfect 
fit in the previous store’s 
space and in the neighbor-
hood.

Store manager John 
Marxuach said he has 
been in the business for 40 
years.

Now working for new 
owner Joseph Kohan, he 
previously worked for Al-
len Gedler, the owner of 
Catania Shoes who retired 
after 40 years in the busi-
ness. 

“I worked with the pre-
vious owner for 25 years,” 
Marxuach said. “I got 
involved in the business 
through a mutual friend, it 
was just by chance. I was in 
college and it was a job - but 
it turned into a career.”

Marxuach said the 
new owner picked the store 
because it is in a prime lo-
cation.

“The previous store 
was here for 82 years,” 
Marxuach said. “We feel we 
can have this shoe store for 
another 82 years.”

He said the new store is 
ideal for all members of the 
family, carrying all of the 
brands the previous owner 
carried, plus much more. 

“We cater to men, 
women, boys, girls, tod-
dlers, and now perfumes, 
pocketbooks,” Marxuach 
said. “There’s a variety.”

Marxuach said what 
makes Florsheim different 
than other neighborhood 
shoe stores is the variety of 
items they carry and their 

specialization in wider 
shoes. 

“We carry extra wides 
for women and men,” he 
said. “That’s a big thing 
now. Most department 
stores only carry regular 
widths.” 

The store now has 
three employees, but Marx-
uach said he is looking to 
hire a fourth.

“Come in and ask to 
see John,” he said. 

Kohan said he is excit-
ed to have opened a store in 
such a great location,

“It’s a very good neigh-
borhood, a very warm 
neighborhood,” Kohan said. 
“I am very excited to open a 
store here and I will try my 
best to cater to all the dif-
ferent kinds of people that 
live in the area.”

New shoe store takes place of 82-year-old Catania Shoe Store

(Right) Florsheim Store man-
ager John Marxuach promotes 
a sale at the new store at 3015 
Westchester Avenue. Photo by 
Kirsten Sanchez

Florsheim Shoes steps in to fi ll old store’s place
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Y
3201 Philip Ave. 

OU RING...WE BRING...$10.00 MIN.

  

  

  

Please Be Patient...
Food Is Made Fresh

To Order!!

  

DELIVERY HOURS
MON - THURS

5PM-10PM
FRI, SAT, SUN

12PM-10PM

BAR
LUNCHES

$600

CORONA

MILLER LITE

s

A
Try  Our

GREAT PIZZ
And Specialty Pies

featured in the

New York Time

BEER
BUCKETS

PARTY ROOM
AVAILABLE

Congratulations
to the Throggs Neck Benevolent 

Association on Celebrating their 15th Year

and to all the Honorees!

St. Patrick’s Day Menu
Soup

Leake & Potato • Cream of Turnip
Appetizers

Stuffed Mushrooms with Spinach
Baked Stuffed Clams

Shrimp Cocktail
Entrees

Corned Beef with Cabbage
Calves Liver with Sauteed Onions & Bacon
Sizzling Rib Eye Steak with Scallion Mash

Shepherds Pie
Dublin Fish & Chips

Irish Beef Stew
Entrees are served with Soup of the Day

OR Salad and Homemade Irish Soda Bread

A

p

h

acon
Mash

Inquire
about our

Delicious Desserts &
Irish Coffee...AND

Try Mrs. B’s Favorite 
Irish Coffees

NEWLYRENOVATED
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IF YOU…
� Worked or received unemployment in 2012
� Earned less than $18,000 with no dependents 
� Earned less than $51,000 with dependent
…YOU COULD BE ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO $7,700 IN EARNED INCOME  
TAX CREDITS.*  THESE CREDITS ARE MONEY BACK IN YOUR POCKET! 
FILE A RETURN.

IT’S YOUR MONEY AND WE WILL HELP YOU GET IT!
For locations, visit foodbanknyc.org/taxhelp  
or call (646) 315-7703. 
You may also be eligible for food stamps.  
Ask your tax preparer to learn more.

The Food Bank helps those who need it most with a 
meal today, resources for a secure tomorrow and 
nutrition education to live healthy lives.

Made possible through support from the New York City Council
*Amount of return depends on eligibility, income, credits and other factors. Refund based on tax year 2012 EITC eligibility requirements & maximum credits.

DON’T LOSE  
THE TAX REFUND 
YOU’VE EARNED

Where You 
Go For Rehab
Matters

Burke Outpatient Clinic
2826 Westchester Ave, Ste 201
Bronx, NY 10461  (718) 515-2400
www.Burke.org/outpatient

YOU DON'T NEED TO GO FAR!
Burke Rehabilitation Hospital offers
customized outpatient programs for
those who have a disabling illness, or
have had a traumatic injury or surgery.
The same Burke that has served the
community for almost 100 years, is
close to your home.

Specializing in Physical and
Occupational Therapy

B U R K E
Rehab + Research = Results

THE W
IN

IF
R

ED
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A
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ERSON BURKE REHABILITATIO
N

 H
OSPITAL 

Fresh Direct defends new facility against legal challenge
BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Lawyers for Fresh Di-

rect went head-to- head in 
court March 4 with lawyers 
for a South Bronx group op-
posing the company’s move 
to the borough.

The online grocer is set 
to receive nearly $130 mil-
lion in public subsidies, 
but has had to suspend con-
struction at the Port Mor-
ris site while the lawsuit is 
pending in Bronx state Su-
preme Court.

New York Lawyers for 
the Public Interest fi led 
a revised lawsuit in June 
on behalf of South Bronx 
Unite, challenging the con-
stitutionality of its sublease 
with the Harlem River Yard, 
on city-owned land.

The lawsuit challenges 
that the state requires land 
leases to have a public pur-
pose/benefi t, that the proj-
ect is ineligible for certain 
subsidies it has been of-
fered, and that the company 

did not perform a proper 
analysis of how the site will 
effect area residents. 

Although the company 
has promised to take green 
initiatives - including con-
verting to a fl eet of low 
emission natural gas and 
electric trucks - opponents 
involved in the lawsuit 
charge its current fl eet will 
add to the local air pollution 
and block off public access 
to the waterfront. 

Residents claim Fresh 

Direct relied on a environ-
mental impact analysis 
from 1993, instead of con-
ducting a new one, neglect-
ing how the facility and its 
truck routes would effect 
their community.

If Bronx Supreme Court 
Justice Mary Ann Brig-
antti-Hughes sides with 
South Bronx Unite, Fresh 
Direct will have to conduct 
a new environmental im-
pact study, causing them to 
lose some of their subsidies, 
but if the company wins 
the case, it can continue its 
move to the borough.

Judge Hughes reserved 
decision on the case after 
Monday’s court hearing.

The lawsuit also claims 
that the Fresh Direct facil-
ity would interfere with the 
intended use of its water-
front site, a stretch of state-
owned but privately con-
trolled land.

In a  1991 lease between 
the state and Harlem River 
Yard Ventures, the private 
company that runs the site, 
the lease requires that part 
of the 96-acre industrial 

yard be used as an inter-
modal rail hub that would 
reduce truck traffi c and 
pollution.

The lawsuit charges that 
a full transportation hub 
has yet to be built and, if 
Fresh Direct moves in, one 
likely never will be built.

The lawsuit’s other 
main charge is that Fresh 
Direct is a direct-to-con-
sumer retail company that 
should not have qualifi ed 
for $19 million in tax cred-
its through a state program 
intended for manufacturing 
and agriculture.

But lawyers for Fresh 
Direct say the facility would 
not affect future construc-
tion of an intermodal hub. 
They also noted that some 
of the subsidies are for com-
pany actions such as hiring 
Bronx residents and devel-
oping an environmentally 
friendly truck fl eet.

New York Lawyers for 
the Public Interest attor-
ney Gavin Kearney told the 
Bronx Times he feels they 
made a strong case.

 “We feel very good 

about the merits of our 
claims,” Kearney said. “I 
think we’ve done a good job 
of documenting a variety 
of environmental impacts 
that were overlooked by the 
city and Fresh Direct. The 
whole purpose of this relo-
caton is that they need room 
to grow,  but they failed to 
look at how this growth 
would have impacts on the 
surrounding area.” 

As the company works 
to resolve the lawsuit, six 
Bronx group have stepped 
up to support their reloca-
tion to the Bronx.

 The Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce, Green Bronx 
Machine, Health People, 
Sylvia Center, Fedcap Reha-
bilitation Services, and Mill-
brook Houses Residents As-
sociation signed an amicus 
brief in support of Fresh Di-
rect in the court case.

The groups said they sup-
port Fresh Direct’s borough 
move because of its commit-
ment to creating jobs, in-
creasing access to healthy 
foods and its record of envi-
ronmental responsibility. 
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URGENT CARE
3231 East Tremont Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

URGENT CARE
5665 Riverdale Avenue

Bronx, NY 10471
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Metro Optics Eyewear, with offices in PARKCHESTER, 
WESTCHESTER SQUARE and HUNTS POINT, has built 
a reputation for providing quality eye care and 
eyewear for more than 30 years. Our doctors and 
opticians are fully licensed, and members of the 
American Optometric Association and the New 
York State Society of Opticians. All Metro Optics 
locations are authorized distributors of the top 
eyewear brands and we guarantee everything—in 
writing. Fashions may change, but looking your 
best and enjoying the clearest vision possible 
never go out of style. 

LOCATIONS IN BRONX, NEW YORK

PELHAM BAY • 25 WESTCHESTER SQUARE • 718.597.6162

HUNTS POINT • 1038 SOUTHERN BLVD • 718.328.7137

PARKCHESTER • 1332 METROPOLITAN AVE • 718.829.5605

Coming next year: THROGGS NECK! 

www.metrooptics.com | FALL 2012

An Eye on the Fashionable Side of Vision Care

Studious Style

Fall is in full swing, and with our children working hard in school, they 
need to see the blackboard and read textbooks and computer screens 
without straining. See a customer service associate to schedule an exam 
for your child today, and be sure to check out new frame styles for your 
executives-in-training. Metro Optics offers a 2-year warranty on most 
FLEXON/NIKE frames that are the perfect pick for energetic and  
sports-loving kids.

Another new frame in our Children’s Collection  
is SOLO BAMBINI—In Italian, “Just for Kids”.  
This unbreakable frame is made of a unique  
rubber material designed for babies 6 months  
to 5 years old.
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FOR CONTACT LENS WEARERS

During allergy season, contact lens wearers 
often complain that pollen builds up on their 
lenses, requiring more frequent cleaning 
and replacement. During these months, we 
suggest switching to recently marked-down 
1-day replacement lenses. Call or come in 
to see if these are right for you! Even if you 
don’t suffer from allergies, consider picking 

up a supply of 1-days for your next trip—no solution packing 
required!

METRO ON THE MOVE: 

VISION EXPO FALL 2012

Twice a year, we travel near (Manhattan) 
and far (Las Vegas) to attend this 
international convention, where we 
preview the latest trends from Europe and 

bring them here for you. Look for new arrivals all year long—we 
make purchases every month so we can provide the newest and 
brightest styles for your face.

 You can schedule that 

long-overdue checkup right on 

our website!  

WWW.METROOPTICS.COM 
While you’re at it, learn 

something new—information 

on diseases of the eye, 

common questions about 

contact lens care, and other 

informative videos are 

available for viewing at your 

convenience.

You don’t have to 

work miracles to give the gift 

of sight! Decorative Baskets are 

a unique gift idea, showcasing 

eyewear, contact lenses, or gift 

cards in style! Visit one of our 

3 locations to place an order 

for any occasion. Our customer 

service representatives 

will design an eye-catching 

birthday, holiday, or “anytime” 

present for your nearest and 

dearest.

We recently upgraded 

our computer system to an 

ultra-secure paperless EMR 

(Electronic Medical Records) 

system to serve you better. 

This system allows for the most 

comprehensive level of patient 

care and communication. 

The system sends automated 

exam reminders and notifies 

patients of completed jobs via 

telephone, postal mail, email, 

or text—it’s up to you!

PRODUCT SPOTLIGHTS

Some patients can never “get used to” 
progressive lenses, and the revolutionary 

EMPOWER series might just be the answer. YOU control your 
prescription—with a single touch, you can make the reading area 
come and go as you need it! Metro Optics is proud to be one of the 
first distributors in the nation to offer our patients the revolutionary 
EMPOWER series. Now, after a very successful initial launch in the 
United States, emPOWER is planning to release the second 
generation of this groundbreaking technology. Stay tuned for the 
official announcement in early 2013. 

NOSTALGIA 

CORNER

In 1978, Metro Optics 
Founder Michael Ungaro 
starts construction on the 
first Metro Optics location 
in Parkchester (left). That’s 
Dr. Eva Yan on the right 
outside the same store, 
circa 1982.

Take a  

Cue from 

Dreaux…

Did you know winter 
sunshine can be even 
more dangerous than 
summer sunshine? Snow reflects nearly 80% 
of the sun’s rays, so it’s crucial to protect your eyes all 
year ‘round. Metro Optics’ 3 locations offer hundreds of 
sunglass styles that provide full UVA and UVB protection.

Beyond the Pen and Ruler:  

Digitize your Eyes

At Metro Optics, we continue 
to take opticianry to the next 
level, investing in the latest 
technology to make sure your 
prescription and fitting are 
right on target. Complementing 
this process is a new way 
of measuring patients for multifocal lenses. High-tech 
video “centration” devices give the eyecare practitioner 
accurate individualized information for each unique pair 
of eyeglasses. For almost every patient, this means a more 
natural and comfortable visual experience—exactly what 
the doctor ordered!

Dur
oft
len
an
su
1-d
to
d

up a supply of 1-days fo

flectts s neneararlyly 8 80%%0% 

DID YOU KNOW?

fi



 B
R

O
N

X
 T

IM
E

S
 R

E
P

O
R

T
E

R
   

 M
a

r
. 8

-
1

4
, 2

0
1

3
   

  2
6

Three all-day free tax 
preparation sessions are be-
ing offered for anyone meet-
ing income eligibility re-
quirements at the PEP for 
Seniors NORC offi ce at 1525 
Unionport Road, Apartment 
#ME, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 9; Sun-
day, March 10; and Saturday, 
March 16.

 The free tax preparation 
sessions are sponsored by 
PEP for Seniors, New York 
City Council Member Anna-
bel Palma, Ariva and Signa-
ture Bank.

 Appointments are re-
quired as space is limited. 
Those meeting the income 
eligibility requirements be-
low should call 718-409-1619 
as soon as possible to sched-
ule an appointment.

Households with less 
than $50,000 in annual in-
come and any number of 
dependents, and households 

with less than $25,000 in an-
nual income and no depen-
dents are eligible for free tax 
preparation.

 Those attending one of 
the free tax sessions should 
bring the following: 

Photo ID; Social Security 
Card or ITIN documents for 
everyone on the return; W2 
and/or 1099 statements for 
all jobs held in 2012 ; docu-
mentation and care provider 
tax ID #, if claiming child-
care expenses; last year’s 
income tax return ; and any 
other relevant tax informa-
tion.

BronxWorks also offer-

ing free tax prep help 

As it has done in previous 
years, BronxWorks is now 
offering no-charge tax prep-
aration services, including 
free e-fi ling, at two locations 
through April 15.

Its Morris Innovative 
Senior Center (80 E. 181th 

St.) will be open to tax fi lers 
Monday through Thursday 
10 am-7 pm, Friday 10 am-5 
pm, and Saturday 9 am-5 
pm.  BronxWorks’ Burnside 
Avenue walk-in offi ce at 2070 
Grand Concourse schedules 
Saturdays 9 am-5 pm for tax 
services.

This tax assistance has 
grown increasingly popular 
for South Bronx residents 
over the years, it said.

The Morris ISC prepared 
and fi led 5,488 returns last 
year, resulting in nearly $9.8 
million in refunds for the fi l-
ers.  In addition, it enabled 
1,935 fi lers to secure more 
than $5.1 million in Earned 
Income Tax Credit payments.

For those who plan to take 
advantage of its services, 
please bring all tax-related 
materials with you as well as 
photo ID and Social Security 
card.

Free tax preparation 
help being offered

Substantial changes 
are coming to the high 
school equivalency exam 
starting January 1, 2014.

 Not only will the GED® 
test be taken on comput-
ers, the contents of the 
exam are also changing. 

 The new format will 
be more rigorous and in-
clude a career and college 
readiness portion.  This is 
expected to make passing 
more challenging.

Reacting to this, the 
Fund for Public Advocacy 
has launched a new out-
reach movement, The 2013 
GED® Campaign to Fin-
ish.

 The effort targets 
young people aged 17-24 
who have already com-
pleted some or most of the 
GED® requirements.

  If they do not fi nish 

their GED® by the time the 
new test goes into effect, 
their previous results will 
be invalidated and they 
will have to start over.

The Campaign to Fin-
ish urges GED® candi-
dates who have already 
passed one or more parts 
of the exam to call (718) 
557-2525 for more informa-
tion or help.

The Fund for Public 
Advocacy is supporting 
BronxWorks in this cam-
paign.

  Applications to take 
the GED® and the test 
schedule are available at 
the front desk of the Bronx-
Works Community Center 
(1130 Grand Concourse) or 
from the New York State 
Education Department 
website.

  Testers under who 

are 17 or 18 require addi-
tional paperwork.  Filled-
out applications should be 
mailed or hand-delivered 
to the BronxWorks Com-
munity Center. 

Because the new GED® 
exam will only be adminis-
tered electronically, it will 
provide additional barri-
ers to test takers with little 
computer literacy. Also, 
there will be a limited 
number of testing centers 
that are equipped with 
the necessary machines, 
which will in turn lead to 
fewer available seats.

To help, BronxWorks 
is planning to add classes 
and tutoring.

 Contact Natasha 
Gushin (718-508-3045; 
ng ushin@bronxworks.
org) for more informa-
tion.

Help for high school equivalency exam

ARE YOU
MISSING
TEETH?
Restore Your Smile

Instantly With The New

DENTAL IMPLANTS
As Seen On

Dental Implants

FREE CONSULTATION

Choose Excellence

1865 Williamsbridge Road • Bronx NY 10461

718-892-2042
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TEDDY NISSAN AND TEDDY VOLKSWAGON ADOPTS AN AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Teddy Nissan and Teddy Volkswagen are agreeing to partner with a community educational facility to fund an afterschool program in a gesture of goodwill. Steven Risso, the president of Teddy Nissan and 
Teddy Volkswagen presented a check to the William E. P. Bowman Complex on Thursday, Feb. 22 in still another example of the auto dealer’s commitment to the local community. The Edson Avenue educational 
campus in Baychester is a home-away-from-home for 363 students. Teddy Nissan is located at 3660 Boston Road. Teddy Volkswagen is nearby at 3743 Boston Road.

(Above left) At the check presentation ceremony are (l-r) Principal Christine Vaughan of the William E. 
P. Bowman Complex, PTA president Steven Miller, Community Board 10 district manager Carmen Rosa, 
and Teddy Nissan and Volkswagan president Steven Risso. 

(Above, right) PTA president Steven Miller (c) and principal Christine Vaughan accept a check from 
Steven Risso. 
                          Photos by Ken Carozza

BLOOD DRIVE HELD AT JACOBI MEDICAL CENTER

THE GLASS MENAGERIES
The City Island Theater Group opened its 14th season with a production of 
“The Glass Menagerie” by Tennessee Williams on Friday, March 1. Nic Anthony 
Calabro, Basia Zak, Tawny-Joy Bedkober, and Denis Zepeda star in the produc-
tion, which is directed by Susan Rauh. It is being performed at Grace Church 
Hall at 116 City Island Avenue, corner of Pilot Street. Additional performances 
will take place at 8 p.m. from Thursday, March 7 through Saturday, March 9. 
For reservations, please call (718) 885-3066 or e-mail tickets@cityislandthe-
atergroup.com.
(Right) Nic Anthony Calabro (l) as Tom Wingfi eld and Basia Zak (r) as Amanda 
Wingfi eld perform in The Glass Menagerie. 

(Left) Basia Zak as Amanda Wingfi eld (l) performs here at an emotional mo-
ment in the play with Tawney-Joy Bedkober (r) who is portraying the character 
Laura Wingfi eld.  Photos by Patricio Robayo 

Jacobi Medical Center held a blood drive for two days on Wednesday, Feb. 27 and Thursday, Feb. 28. The event was called a “Thumbs Up to Giving Blood and Saving Lives.” Employees, visitors, and community 
members helped people in need. (Above) Jacobi emergency department head nurse Angela Hammond  draws blood from a donor. (Right)  New York Blood Center account executive Jenna Deponto-Laboy 
joins fi refi ghter Mike Harty as he donates blood.                                         - Photos by Laura Stone
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BP DIAZ JR. CELEBRATES DOMINICAN HISTORY MONTH

Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. invited Bronxites to join him in celebrating the Dominican culture 
through traditional music and food.  Several groups took part in the celebration of one of the largest 
populations in borough,  at 478 E. Tremont Avenue. 
(Above) Borough President Diaz, Senator Ruben Diaz, Sr., and Assemblyman Marcus Crespo pose shot 
with the neighborhood residents. Photo by Arecelis Batista 

TEMPLE HATIKVA CELEBRATES PURIM

(Above) Parishioners of Temple Hatikva, ar 2440 Esplanade Avenue, celebrated Purim,  the most joy-
ous  event of the Jewish year, with a reading of “Megillah Ester” followed by a Purim party, catered by 
Moishe’s of Lydig Avenue, on Friday, Feb. 22.    Photo by Edwin Soto

ARBOR HOUSE, GREEN AFFORDABLE BUILDING
New York City and state officials joined Blue Sea Development to celebrate the opening of Arbor 
House at 770 E. 166th Street. The 124-unit new construction features a living green wall installation 
in the lobby and a rooftop hydroponic farm that will provide fresh produce for building residents and 
the local community.
(Above) Elected officials make the opening of Arbor House official with a ribbon cutting ceremony 
held at the facility on Thursday, Feb. 21. Photo by Alex Belisle

BRONX SCI-FEST
Lehman College hosted its fi rst-ever 
Bronx SciFest, on Friday Feb. 22, where 
roughly 40 students from six Bronx 
schools competed for scholarships, 
prize money and a chance to go to the 
Intel Science and Engineering Fair, the 
most prestigious event of its kind in 
the nation.
(Right) Natasha Reynoso, student at 
Bronx Center for Math and Science, ex-
plains different functions of areas of 
the brain to on-lookers. 
 Photo by Alex Belisle

JUDO LESSONS AT X3M 

Black belt martial artist Anna Balter attempts to backfl ip fellow black belt Keith Eric Chappelle at a 
new judo facility in Throggs Neck.  X3M Judo opened in January, headed by two high-ranking black 
belt masters, 7th degree black belt George Pasiuk and 4th degree black belt Arden Reith.  Free intro-
ductory lessons are available.  Teachers in yoga, pilates, karate, and tae kwon are available.  
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Each year 
hundreds 
of students 
who started 
college elsewhere, 
finish at Monroe.

Have you earned college credits 
that you could put toward 
a college degree?
Monroe’s generous transfer policy maximizes every credit to which you’re entitled. We may also offer 
additional credit for military service, relevant work experience or academy training. Additionally, we provide
personalized financial aid counseling and are always available to help you apply. 

You can study on campus or online. We offer three semesters a year so you can graduate sooner. And 
professors who work in the fields they teach. Let us help you get started on your transfer today. Call our 
admissions office at 1.877.269.7744 or visit monroecollege.edu.

Accounting

Baking & Pastry

Business Management

Criminal Justice

Culinary Arts

Early Childhood Education 

Health Services Administration

Associate, Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree Programs:

Hospitality Management

Information Technology

Medical Administration

Medical Assisting

Pharmacy Technician

Public Health

Registered Nurse

OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, March 19th

9 am - 7 pm
Call 1.877.269.7744

Bronx, New Rochelle and Online campuses

SPRING SEMESTER STARTS APRIL 30TH

www.monroecol lege.edu

MBA in Business 

Management

MS in Criminal Justice

Master of Public Health
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PELHAM FAMILY DENTAL ARTS
www.pelhamfamilydentalarts.com

914.738.3606
“ Your Smile Is Our Art “

Providing the Highest Quality Dental Service in Westchester County

Participating in most
dental insurance plans.

If you do not have
insurance coverage, we 
offer 20% courtesy
discounts on most
procedures with this ad.

Community Board 10 
celebrates Global Youth 
Service Day with an Es-
say Writing amd Oral 
Competition. The topic: 
What approachw ould 
you take to stop your 
peersf rom experiment-
ing  with alcohol, tobacco 
and other drugs. Include 
in your essay, any rea-
sons why you believe 
they do so. 

Individual prizes in-
clude: First place, $250; 
second place, $150; and 
third place, $100.

CB 10 participates in Global 
Youth Service essay contest

The oral competition 
will be held at the Greek-
American Institute of New 
York, 3573 Bruckner Boule-
vard, on May 9, 4 to 8 p.m.

Each student will be re-
quired to submit a three 
page essay which address 
the selected topic no later 
than April 10. Essays should 
be submitted directly to the 
board offi ce.

The essays will be re-
viewed by a panel of judges 
and the top essays will be 
selected for participation 
in the oral part of the com-

petition. During the oral 
competition, each stu-
dent selected will appear 
before a panel of judges 
and present their papers. 
Each student will be 
awarded three minutes 
to present their papers.

For information call 
(718) 892-1161.

The contet is open to 
students who attend high 
school in CB 10 or who 
live in CB 10 and attend a 
high school outsident the 
service area of CB 10.

Summer of 2013 will be-
gin the fi lming of what will 
be the largest fan fi lm ever 
attempted. This is your op-
portunity to draw your 
favorite Doctor Who Fan 
along with a short story.

Doctor Who  drawing contest
Prizes will be awarded.
Each entry must be 

posted marked by March 
15. Send your entry to: Doc-
tor Who Drawing and Short 
Story Contest, Ms Vanessa 
Ellison, Chapter Leader 

Bronx, 2110 Light Street, 
Bronx NY 10466.

For more information 
about this upcoming pro-
duction, go to www.doctor-
whofanfi lm.com



The trend of long-married couples 
calling it quits has been growing. 
However, there are some steps cou-

ples can take to keep their relationships go-
ing strong.

According to the AARP, divorces among 
people over the age of 50 have doubled since 
1990. According to Susan Brown, co-direc-
tor of the National Center for Family and 
Marriage Research at Bowling Green State 
University, one out of three baby boomers 
will face their golden years unmarried.

There are a number of reasons why di-
vorce rates have skyrocketed among the 
over-50 set. Understanding just why these 
divorces are taking place and taking proac-
tive steps to alleviate some of the divorce 
triggers can be a recipe for a happy mar-
riage that continues throughout a couple’s 
golden years.

Increase accountability
Ours is a transient society where fami-

lies no longer bat an eyelash over mov-
ing great distances away from other fam-

Continued on page 35

he trend of longng-marrririedd ccouples

Keeping Keeping 
marriage marriage 

going strong going strong 
into your into your 

golden yearsgolden years
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By Joanna R. Leefer

The Colemans agreed 
that they were ready 
to downsize their 

lifestyle and move from 
their lower Manhattan 
apartment to a residence 
with less upkeep and re-
sponsibility. At 76 years 
old, Mrs. Coleman was 
still healthy, but arthritis 
was beginning to make 
cooking and cleaning dif-
fi cult. Mr. Coleman, 80, ad-
mitted that walking up the 
steps to their second-fl oor 
apartment was becoming 
a strain. Maintenance on 
their apartment was be-
coming burdensome.  

After researching the 
area, they settled on a 
senior residence not far 
from their original apart-
ment. The residence of-
fered “enriched living” in 
the heart of Manhattan. 
The lovely one-bedroom 
apartment was situated on 
the fi fth fl oor of an eleva-
tor building and offered 
three meals a day, house-
keeping, and laundry. 
They could choose from 
several scheduled activi-
ties like bingo or bridge, 
or go on day trips to mu-
seums, plays, and other 
cultural events. It also 
provided home care aides 
who were available to help 
tenants with dressing and 
bathing if the time ever 
came when they would 
need more help.

The Colemans lived 
there happily for more 
than a year, enjoying the 
benefi ts of the residence. 
Then Mr. Coleman suf-
fered a stroke. When he 
left the hospital he was 
confi ned to a wheelchair 
— a big adjustment to their 
lifestyle. They hoped to re-
turn to a moderately inde-
pendent lifestyle with the 
knowledge that the home 
health aides in their resi-
dence would be available 
to help them with daily ac-
tivities. 

Shortly after arriving 
home, a representative 
from the building’s man-
agement requested a meet-
ing. The representative 
informed the Colemans 
that they could no longer 
remain in the facility be-

cause it was not licensed 
to care for a person who 
could not “ambulate on 
his own.”  They regretted 
the decision, but Mr. and 
Mrs. Coleman would have 
to move.   

The couple was 
stunned. They had not 
anticipated this develop-
ment. Like most individu-
als, they were unaware 
that there were different 
licensures for various se-
nior living facilities and 
“enriched living” was lim-
ited to a particular life-
style.

In fact, senior living 
residences span a broad 
range of services and 
housing types. They can 
include independent liv-
ing and different levels of 
assisted living from oc-
casional care to 24-hour 
assistance. Federal laws 
impact assisted living, but 
the licensing and services 
for the different categories 
are determined by state. 
New York offers three ma-
jor levels of senior living 
residences: independent 
living, enriched housing, 
and adult homes.

An independent liv-
ing facility is a facility for 
older residents who are 
primarily independent, 
but may require some 
assistance with daily 
routines such as groom-
ing, bathing, preparing 
meals, or traveling to ap-
pointments or shopping. 
Tenants can live indepen-
dently or can hire aides 
to assist them in basic 
activities of daily living. 
Independent living facili-
ties can be owned and op-
erated by an individual, 
a for-profi t company, or a 
corporation. Occupants 
pay privately for the apart-
ment and services.

One step below inde-
pendent living is enriched 
living. In enriched living, 
residents usually live in 
their apartments that 
include a small kitchen. 
The apartment might be 
designed with wider door-
ways and ramps for walk-
ers, safety bars in bath-
rooms, and emergency 
alert systems. An enriched 

Seniors beware!
Not all senior residences 
offer the same services

Continued on page 34

Diffi cult fi nancial times have 
forced many people young and 
old to alter their lifestyles in or-

der to stay afl oat fi nancially. Though 
unemployment has garnered most 
of the headlines as the economy has 
struggled the last several years, it’s 
not just men and women of working 
age who have felt the pinch.

In a 2010 study from the University 
of Michigan Law School, researchers 
found that people age 65 and older are 
the fastest-growing segment of the U.S. 
population seeking bankruptcy protec-
tion. While there’s no single culprit for 
the rise in bankruptcy fi lings among 
seniors, the state of Florida could offer 
valuable insight as to why the nation’s 
older citizens are increasingly fi ling 
for bankruptcy.

Many retirees call Florida home, 
and in the past such retirees could tap 
into their home equity whenever they 
began to struggle fi nancially. How-
ever, like most of the country, Florida’s 
housing market is depressed, making 
it less viable for seniors to tap into 
their home equity to solve their fi nan-
cial problems. In fact, according to a 
study by the Administrative Offi ce of 
the U.S. Courts, bankruptcy fi lings in-
creased by 118 percent in states where 
the home price index decreased.

For many seniors fearful of fi nan-
cial struggles, living on a fi xed in-
come can be a helpful way of ensuring 
their future does not involve fi ling for 
bankruptcy. Though living on a fi xed 

income is a defi nite challenge and cer-
tainly offers no guarantee that bank-
ruptcy can be avoided, it does provide 
a framework seniors can rely on to 
keep their heads above water during 
diffi cult economic times.

• Make an honest assessment. Liv-
ing on a fi xed income involves being 
honest with yourself and admitting 
what your resources truly are. Write 
down any sources of income, includ-
ing Social Security payments, pension 
payouts, investments, etc. Then write 
down how much money you have in 
savings or print out a statement of all 
savings accounts.

Once you have an accurate fi gure of 
both income and savings, write down 
all your monthly expenses, including 
all expenses, no matter how minute 
they may seem. From here you can de-
termine just how much you can spend 
each month.

• Prioritize spending habits. Some 
expenses, including medications and 
monthly utility bills, will always re-
main a top priority. However, those 
who must begin living on a fi xed in-
come need to prioritize how they 
spend their discretionary funds. For 
instance, a membership at the local 
country club can cost several thou-
sands of dollars per year, whereas the 
local public golf course only charges 
players each time they play. While 
the country club might have a better 

course, it could be more prudent to 
choose the public course and save the 
cost of a private membership instead.

• Find it for free. People pay for 
many services each month that they 
could very well fi nd for free. For ex-
ample, in addition to books, many lo-
cal libraries now allow members to 
check out CDs and DVDs at no cost. 
The same also goes for magazines. In-
stead of paying a monthly subscription 
cost, visit the local library and read 
the magazines there for free. If the lo-
cal library does not have your favorite 
periodical, the content could very well 
be available for free online.

• Expect the unexpected. One of the 
worst things that can happen to a per-
son on a fi xed income is to encounter an 
unexpected cost. This can include an 
unforeseen hospital visit, a costly auto 
repair or even infl ation that wasn’t 
factored into your initial fi xed income 
budget. Men and women on fi xed in-
comes should expect such emergencies 
and save accordingly each month. Sav-
ing money should never go out of style, 
and those on fi xed incomes should still 
attempt to save money each month. 
Coming in under budget and making 
the most of it can make the difference 
between capably handling an emer-
gency or being forced to consider unat-
tractive alternatives such as fi ling for 
bankruptcy.

For more information on living 
on a fi xed income, visit the AARP at 
www.aarp.org.

For many seniors fearful of fi nancial struggles, living on a fi xed income can be a helpful way of ensuring their 
future does not involve fi ling for bankruptcy.

Living on a fixed income
ELDERCARE TODAY
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Evening walks with 
your husband were 
always relaxing.

With COPD, they’re 
nearly impossible.

Now what? 
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Exercise is important 
for all people, includ-
ing the elderly. Yet, 

seniors who have limited 
mobility or are confi ned to a 
wheelchair may think they 
couldn’t possibly exercise. 
However, there are many 
things such individuals can 
do to stay in shape — all 
while sitting down.

Doctors recommend at 
least 30 minutes of daily ex-
ercise for most people. Exer-
cise is benefi cial for seniors 
because it keeps muscles 
from atrophying, improves 
mental alertness, strength-
ens bones, and leads to 
a healthier metabolism, 
among other things.

For seniors who think 
they won’t be able to handle 
traditional exercise, chair 
exercises or modifi ed pi-
lates can be effective, even 
for those with trouble walk-
ing or standing for extended 
periods of time.

To get started, all you 
need is some loose-fi tting 
clothing and a chair. Be-
gin by doing some stretch-
ing movements of the neck, 

arms, and legs. Rotate the 
head left and right and in 
circles to stretch the neck 
and back muscles. 

Lift arms over the head 
and slowly drop down to the 
sides of the body to stretch 
arms and back muscles. 
Lift and lower the legs a few 
times to warm them up. To 
begin exercises, start slowly, 
and gradually build up rep-
etitions. Try exercises that 
include boxing or punching 
into the air, arm circles, and 
arm curls. 

For the legs, work the 
back and front of the legs. 
Kick the legs out in front of 
the body several times. Hold 
legs parallel to the fl oor 
(as much as possible) and 
do leg crosses. Put feet fl at 
on the fl oor and lift up the 
heels. Keep feet on the fl oor 
and push down to work the 
buttocks and the top of the 
thighs.

Those who have mas-
tered these exercises and 
have been told by a doctor 
that it is OK to do some-
thing a bit more strenuous 
may want to add very light 

weights to the equation for 
more resistance. 

Two- or fi ve-pound 
weights are all that’s needed 
to give muscles even more of 
a workout.

Those looking to change 
things up from day to day 
can think about doing yoga 
in a chair, or even tai chi ex-
ercises. Deep breathing and 
meditation after workouts 
can be part of a cool down 
and stress-relief program.

If swimming is possible, 
or even simply entering a 
pool, water provides gentle 
resistance and could be a 
good way to work the body 
in a gradual manner. 

Buoyancy from the wa-
ter will be easy on joints and 
this type of exercise is very 
low-impact.

Remember to always 
consult a doctor before be-
ginning any type of exer-
cise regimen, be it with a 
personal trainer or on your 
own. The doctor can discuss 
which type of exercises may 
be safe.

Exercises for seniors with limited mobility
ELDERCARE TODAY
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living residence is also paid 
for privately, although long-
term care insurance might 
pay for some of the services. 
Enriched living facilities 
offer a package of services 
such as three meals a day, 
housekeeping services, and 
laundry. Residents may re-
quire some help with daily 
activities, like dressing, 
bathing, and some walking, 
but they are still able to get 
around without continuous 
care. The facilities also of-
fer recreational and social 
activities and transporta-
tion to doctor appointments 
and shopping. It is a good so-
lution for older people who 
are beginning to need some 
assistance, but are still in-
dependent with care. 

When you enter an en-
riched living facility, you 
may observe older people 
lounging in the lobby, read-
ing papers, playing cards, 
and socializing.You will ob-
serve some residents walk-
ing around with the assis-
tance of walkers and with 
aides to help. What you will 
not see in an enriched-living 
building are wheelchairs! 
One of the prerequisites for 
living in this type of facility 
is the ability to walk out of 
the building by oneself. If 
that is not possible, a resi-
dent must leave. Because 
Mr. Coleman was unable 
to walk any distance unas-
sisted, he and Mrs. Coleman 
no longer qualifi ed as ten-
ants.

Another option the Cole-

mans could consider is an 
adult home, also called an 
adult care facility. The li-
censure for New York adult 
homes offers a private or 
semi-private room with pri-
vate or shared bathrooms. 
In addition to the basic ame-
nities of assisted living — 
i.e. meals, housekeeping, 
laundry service, limited 
transportation services, 
social activities, some per-
sonal care, medication man-
agement, and 24-hour super-
vision — some adult care 
facilities contract with phy-
sicians who can visit and of-
fer services to residents, al-
though this is not a required 
part of their licensure.

All three of these hous-
ing options may offer spe-
cial services for dementia 
patients as well, although 
the licensure for these 
wards are more specifi c.

New York offers two 

other licensures in as-
sisted living — enhanced 
living programs and as-
sisted living programs. If 
Mr. Coleman lived in an 
assisted living building 
with an enhanced living 
program, he could remain 
in the building even after 
he is wheelchair-bound. 
Enhanced living programs 
permit a current facility to 
designate a specifi c num-
ber of beds to be included 
in a facility for infi rmed 
individuals who require 
more than intermittent as-
sistance to remain in their 
current dwelling place. 
These enhanced assisted 
living beds may “fl oat” 
within the building as the 
need arises, but the num-
ber cannot exceed the num-
ber of beds on the facility’s 
operating certifi cate.

The assisted living pro-
gram is paid for through 

private funds or through 
Medicaid. It includes a 
room, meals, housekeep-
ing, supervision, personal 
care, case management, 
and home health services. 
To be eligible for these 
services, a physician must 
fi rst recommend you to the 
service. Some of these are 
part of other senior pro-
grams like an adult home 
or an enriched housing 
program.

The program was devel-
oped as an alternative to a 
nursing home for individu-
als who would need to be ad-
mitted to a nursing facility 
for reasons that are not pri-
marily medical, but do not 
have a suitable living situ-
ation. It is not exclusively 
for seniors, and can include 
individuals with mental or 
social needs. In 2010, New 
York State provided approx-
imately 4,200 residents with 

assisted living program 
housing.

If there is a moral to this 
story, it is be alert when 
looking for a senior resi-
dence. Be aware that not 
all will offer the same ser-
vices, and make sure you 
understand what the limits 
of those services are. The 
Colemans learned the hard 
way, but this does not have 
to happen to you.

Joanna Leefer is an el-
dercare advisor with 10 
years experience working 
with aging issues. She was 
the primary caregiver for 
her parents for more than 
seven years and worked 
for Friends and Relatives 
of Institutionalized Aged, 
an advocacy organization 
for the elderly. For more on 
her services, visit www.jo-
annaleefer.com. Her book, 
“Eldercare Basics,” will be 
available spring, 2013. 

For many older drivers, 
driving is more than 
getting from point A to 

point B. Getting behind the 
wheel allows older drivers to 
remain independent, as well 
as mobile. But as a person 
ages, his risk of injury on the 
road increases, according to 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. Older 
adults and their family mem-
bers need to make plans for 
handing dwindling skills be-
hind the wheel and the point 
in time when it is no longer 
safe for a loved one to con-
tinue driving.

In rural and suburban 
communities, driving is a 
necessity for independent liv-
ing. With limited resources 
available for older individu-
als to get around, seniors 
may hold onto the notion of 
driving longer than is safe 
and practical. The National 
Highway Traffi c Safety Ad-
ministration says that in 2009 
alone, 5,288 people age 65 and 
older were killed and 187,000 
were injured in traffi c ac-
cidents. Older people are in-
volved in around 15 percent 
of all traffi c accidents in a 
typical year.

Getting older doesn’t 
mean it’s time for you or a 
loved one to turn in your 

license just yet. There are 
ways people can come to-
gether to make the driving 
experience go smoothly, and 
it often begins with an honest 
conversation.

• Let a loved one know you 
are on his side. Make sure 
the fi rst topic of conversation 
is that it is not your intention 
to take away the keys of the 

car. Indicate that you want 
to work together to help keep 
this person behind the wheel 
as long as possible. Being 
open and honest about inten-
tions may eliminate argu-
ments or animosity.

• Figure out safe ways to 
keep your loved one driv-
ing. This may include iden-
tifying a new car with up-

graded safety features, such 
as brighter headlights, a 
back-up camera, and a better 
safety record. Enroll together 
in a driving safety course to 
brush up on driving skills.

• Go for a “test drive.” 
Family members can ride 
along with an older driver 
to get a better sense of his 
ability behind the wheel. If 

drivers have too many close 
calls, frequently get lost in fa-
miliar places, exhibit slower 
response times, or are eas-
ily distracted, this should be 
a wake-up call and the loved 
one should intervene.

• Schedule a vision and 
hearing exam. Driving abili-
ties can be affected by poor 
vision and hearing, both 

common side effects of get-
ting older. Getting a senior 
a new eyeglass prescription 
or a better hearing aid may 
make all the difference in his 
driving ability.

• Review prescriptions 
and over-the-counter medi-
cations. Many seniors take 
a bevy of different medica-
tions, and the side effects to 
these drugs could impact 
their driving abilities. If 
medications cause drowsi-
ness or dizziness, speak with 
your loved one’s physician 
about a possible alternative 
treatment that might make 
driving safer.

• Be honest. If an older 
driver is no longer safe be-
hind the wheel of his auto-
mobile, it is important to in-
volve other family members 
and make a joint decision to 
remove driving privileges. 
Have other solutions avail-
able, such as senior busing or 
courtesy vans, so your loved 
one doesn’t feel he will be 
confi ned to the house.

Driving is a sensitive 
subject for older drivers who 
see being able to get behind 
the wheel as an opportunity 
to maintain their indepen-
dence. But individuals need 
to be honest with themselves 
to remain safe on the road.  

Older drivers have to reassess driving abilities

Driving is a sensitive subject for older drivers who see being able to get behind the wheel as an opportunity to maintain their indepen-
dence. But individuals need to be honest with themselves to remain safe on the road. 

Assisted living 
Continued from page 32
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ily members. As a result, 
boomers may feel like they 
are not connected to chil-
dren or grandchildren. 

With this in mind, they 
may feel less attached to 
their marriage or their re-
sponsibilities, or believe 
that no one will get hurt by 
a divorce. Keeping families 
close and remaining in fre-
quent contact can increase 
accountability and reduce 
the propensity for divorce.

Get things out in 
the open

A major reason for a 
failed marriage is years of 
avoiding signifi cant issues, 
rather than addressing 
problems. 

Couples should make 
time to talk to each other 
about anything that might 
be bothering them, rather 
than letting too many 
things slide. 

If these conversations 
turn into shouting matches, 
there is always the option 
of bringing in a third party 
to serve as a mediator.

Spend time apart
After retirement, cou-

ples may fi nd themselves 
spending hours upon hours 
in each other’s company. 
While togetherness can be 
benefi cial, too much time 
spent together may lead to 
feelings of suffocation and 

the perception that each 
member of the relationship 
is no longer his or her own 
person. 

Individuals can remedy 
this by doing more things on 
their own, whether spend-
ing time apart with friends 
or engaging in hobby time 
without your spouse. Af-
ter all, absence makes the 
heart grow fonder. Brief 
periods of separation can 
make the time married 
couples do spend together 
feel more meaningful.

Recommit to 
your vows

After 30 or more years, 
the vows you shared on 
your wedding day may be 
a distant memory. Some 
people may have different 
views on the permanence 
of vows, putting personal 
happiness ahead of the hap-
piness of the couple. 

Take stock of what you 
promised one another on 

your wedding day and stick 
to those words.

Become a comedian
Laughter has a way of 

dissolving a tense situ-
ation. Focus energy on 
laughing at mistakes in-
stead of pointing out blame. 
Couples can make fun of 
themselves and resolve to 
not take things too seri-
ously.

Act like you’re 
dating

 Couples often become 
complacent after many 
years of marriage. They 
may forget about the little 
details that made the rela-
tionship fun in the early 
years. 

The personal notes and 
cards and other surprises 
may fall by the wayside af-
ter being together for some 
time. Make an effort to go 
on dates, write love notes, 
and think of what was ap-
preciated by your partner 
when you were in the dat-
ing stage.

Practice 
selflessness

Sometimes all that is 
needed to rekindle a rela-
tionship is a selfl ess act 
that shows how much you 
care for your partner. 

Couples who are on the 
fence with regard to di-
vorce can make an effort 
to improve the relationship 
rather than simply see di-
vorce as the best option. 

Giving love notes and going on dates are great ways for older married couples to create excitement 
and romance.

Marriage
Continued from page 31 Make an effort 

to go on dates, 
write love 

notes, and think 
of what was 

appreciated by 
your partners 

when you were 
in the dating 

stage.

To advertise in this section, email Jennifer Stern at 
jstern@cnglocal.com or call (718) 260-8302
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Over 65?

If you are 65 or older and have Medicare, Healthfirst has 
several low- and no-cost health insurance options for you.

Healthfirst has a variety of HMO plans available to people 
with Medicare who also qualify for extra help from 
a low-income subsidy program. With most Healthfirst  
Medicare HMO plans, you can enjoy enhanced vision, dental 
and hearing care—all with no copays—plus extras like free 
round-trip car service to and from your Healthfirst providers.

Even if you only have Medicare, with Healthfirst’s 65 Plus Plan 
(HMO) you could have benefits like a $0 monthly premium, 

generic prescription drug coverage (Part D), and a number of 
extra benefits (like the ones previously mentioned) with no 
or low copays not covered by original Medicare.

Need Long Term Care at Home?

If you now need ongoing medical care and your daily 
health needs have become harder to handle alone—but 
you’re not ready to go to a nursing home—wouldn’t you 
want medical and support services that allowed you to 
maintain your independence and stay at home?  

Brooklyn, NY 
 circa 1942

It’s a fact that everyone ages. And the older we get, the more medical care and help we may need. 
However, finding a company who not only provides reliable care, but also shows respect 

and compassion for its members, is often harder than it should be. That’s why you should know 
about Healthfirst, a company with nearly 20 years of experience caring for New Yorkers.  

A respected partner for providing quality care, Healthfirst offers more than just health insurance.  
With wellness programs, community events and classes, Healthfirst provides members  

with a range of health-related support options for every stage of life.

Your Health Plan
Should Change
 With You B
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Healthfirst Medicare Plan is a Coordinated Care plan with a Medicare contract and a contract with the New York Medicaid program. 
Healthfirst Medicare Plan’s service area includes the Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, Staten Island, and Nassau County. 
Plans may vary by county. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description of benefits. For more 
information contact the plan. Limitations, co-payments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network,  
premium and/or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B 
premium. Medicare Part B premium is covered for dual-eligible members with full Medicaid coverage. Premiums, copays,  
co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of extra help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.  
You may be able to get extra help to pay for your prescription drug premiums and costs. To see if you qualify for extra help, call: 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048, 24 hours a day/7 days a week; The Social Security  
Office at 1-800-772-1213 Monday through Friday between 7am and 7pm. TTY users should call 1-800-325-0778; or Your State  
Medicaid Office.

H3359_MKT13_78 Accepted 02092013

Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options allow you to 
stay at home knowing that you’ll get the care you need when 
you need it. 

With Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options, 
you receive at-home medical care and support, with plans 
such as CompleteCare (HMO SNP) and programs offered 
by Senior Health Partners (a Healthfirst company).  
The key benefit of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care 
is coordinated care. What this means is Healthfirst  
provides you with a Care Management Team that consists 
of a registered nurse, a social worker and a support  
coordinator, who work together to organize and oversee 
every part of your care. By streamlining and managing  
your care, Healthfirst makes getting the care you need 
simple to get and easy to understand. Some of the benefits 
of Healthfirst’s Managed Long Term Care options are:

  Professional and reliable nurses and home attendants 
that deliver the care and support you expect

  Special services including assistance with personal  
hygiene, bathing, feeding, adult day health care,  
home delivered meals, and a personal emergency 
response system

  Easy application process with Enrollment Specialists 
ready to walk you through every step 

 Care management plans that fit your specific needs

At Healthfirst, we’re more than just a health insurance company. 
We’re a team of people who deeply care about our members, 
because life events are something we all have in common. 
And since nothing in life is more certain than change, we work 
hard to bring you quality health care options and wellness 
support that changes throughout your life when you do.

Questions? We’re Here to Help. 
To learn if a Healthfirst plan is right 
for you, call 1-855-855-4365 
(or TTY:1-888-542-3821 for the 
speech or hearing impaired), 
7 days a week, 8am – 8pm. 
Or visit HFlongtermcare.org.
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© 2013 VNSNY CHOICE

NURSING HOME OR YOUR HOME?
NOW THERE’S A CHOICE.

CALL NOW FOR THIS
FREE BROCHURE FROM 
THE VISITING NURSE SERVICE 
OF NEW YORK

1-855-AT CHOICE
(1-855-282-4642) TTY: 711
9 am – 5 pm, Monday – Friday
Or visit www.vnsnychoice.org/choicemltc

Are you eligible for Medicaid? Do you need ongoing care at 
home? Then you may qualify for a health plan from VNSNY 
that’s designed to help you live safely at home – even if you 
need help with day-to-day activities like bathing, dressing 
and preparing meals. You can keep your own doctor (as long 
as the doctor agrees to work with the plan), and most often 
you can keep the aide you have now. 

VNSNY CHOICE MLTCManaged Long Term Care 
The health plan for New Yorkers with complex health needs.
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The weather might still 
be cold, but it’s not too 
early to start preparing 
for spring allergy season, 
which has already just be-
gun.

 An estimated 35 mil-
lion Americans suffer 
from allergies, according 
to the American Acad-
emy of Allergy, Asthma & 
Immunology. More com-
monly called hay fever, 
seasonal allergic irrita-
tion results in symptoms 
that include itchy eyes, 
nose and throat, sneezing, 
stuffy or runny nose, tear-
ing or dark circles under 
the eyes.

“In the early spring, 
trees are the first to start 
producing pollen as soon 
as they start budding, and 
it creates major problems 
for people with allergies,” 
said Dr. David Rosenstre-
ich, director of the allergy 
and immunology division 
at Montefiore Medical 
Center. 

“The symptoms people 
experience often resemble 
a common cold, but, if it 
happens every year at this 
time, it’s most likely aller-
gies.”

An allergy symptom is 
the result of the immune 
system overreacting. It 
mistakes the pollen for 
a foreign invader and at-
tacks it, which leads to the 
release of chemicals called 
histamines into the blood.

 The histamine trav-
els through the blood and 
latches onto histamine 
receptors on other cells, 
causing them to swell.  
This inflammation causes 
many familiar allergy 
symptoms.

People with asthma 
are especially affected by 
allergies and may have 
asthma attacks, which can 
be dangerous and even 
life-threatening. 

Asthma is often trig-
gered by allergies; how-
ever most people with 
allergies do not develop 

asthma.
Over-the-counter medi-

cations often make people 
experiencing allergies feel 
better, but if they experi-
ence difficulty breathing 
or the symptoms become 
more severe, they should 

seek medical attention. 
Antihistamine drugs work 
by blocking the histamine 
from affecting these cells. 
Additionally, a physician 
can prescribe more potent 
medications.

“By taking medicine 
early, starting in mid- to 
late-February, you can 
prevent the symptoms be-
fore they start,” Dr. Rosen-
streich said. “If you start 
after the symptoms are 
in full swing, it’s much 
harder to stop the allergic 
reaction than to prevent it 
from the beginning.”

In addition to medica-
tions, lifestyle changes 
also can help relieve symp-
toms. Several to consider 
include:
 · Limiting outdoor activi-
ties during days with high 
pollen counts.
· Keeping windows closed 
(at home or in the car) to 
keep pollens out.
· Installing your air condi-
tioners early, since they’re 
ideal for filtering the out-
side air that comes into 
your home.
· Washing your hair after 

coming indoors.
· Refraining from mowing 
lawns or raking leaves be-
cause this stirs up pollen 
and molds.
· Avoiding hanging sheets 
or clothes outside to dry.

There are generally 
three pollen seasons that 
vary in different parts of 
the country. Early spring 
is typically when trees 
pollinate, with birch, ce-
dar, cottonwood and pine 
trees causing the biggest 
allergic triggers. 

Tree pollination in 
the Northeast typically 
lasts from late February 
to early June, but can 
be almost year-round in 
warmer climates. 

Grass pollen allergies 
typically arise in late 
spring, and weeds cause 
hay fever from the summer 
through the fall. Ragweed 
is often one of the biggest 
offenders in most regions, 
as it can grow in nearly ev-
ery environment.

“There’s no reason for 
people with allergies to 
suffer,” Dr. Rosenstreich 
said. “As long as you take 
the proper precautions, 
you should be able to en-
joy the outdoors and make 
the most of the warm 
weather.”

Dr. Rosenstreich is 
Board Certified in Allergy 
& Immunology and Inter-
nal Medicine, and is a pro-
fessor in both the Depart-
ment of Medicine and the 
Department of Microbiol-
ogy and Immunology at the 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine. He is the director 
of the Division of Allergy 
and Immunology in the 
Department of Medicine at 
Montefiore Medical Center. 

He is also the co-direc-
tor of the Montefiore Severe 
Asthma Center, and has 
served as a consultant to 
the New York City Depart-
ment of Health Citywide 
Asthma Initiative. 

with springtime allergy season

It’s time for heavy 
duty sneezin’

http://www.lucchesefuneralhome.com/
This firm is privetly owned whose only stockholder is Joseph A. Lucchese (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)

  

 
 

Pictures capture those special moments in time 
we wish would last a lifetime.  Now,  we can take 
those moments and create a Video Tribute to honor 
the life of your loved one.  Using pictures of your 
choice combined with fitting music, this special 
keepsake can be shown during the service.  At our  
funeral home, we believe that every  life is worth 
remembering, so please  ask us today how we can 
assist  you with this touching service. 

Video Tributes 
from our funeral home

By taking 
medicine early, 
starting in mid- 
to late-February, 
you can prevent 
the symptoms 

before they 
start.

Dr. Rosenstreich
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BY DAVID CRUZ
Amid soft, amber light-

ing at Marina Del Rey over-
looking the Throgs Neck 
Bridge, chamber Presi-
dent Lenny Caro warmed 
up a crowd of nearly 700 
guests for an evening of 
dinner, charity and Chazz 
Palminteri.  

“The Bronx’s is giv-
ing back,” shouted Caro, 
playing host to the Bronx 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Tenth Annual Awards 
and Scholarship Banquet.  
The celebrations were also 
marked by the 118th anni-
versary of the chamber.  

A spectrum of business-
people from FreshDirect 
to the Bronx Zoo stopped 
by the yearly event, which 
saw the chamber raise 
several thousands of dol-
lars for Superstorm Sandy 
victims and scholarships 
for the City University of 
New York, which matched 
the $5,000 gift it received.  

“Private scholarship 
support when it supple-
ments what’s provided by 
the government makes a 
huge difference,” said Jay 
Hershenson, senior vice 
chancellor for university 
relations. 

Monies will go to 
the trio of Bronx CUNY 
schools--Lehman Univer-
sity, Hostos Community 
College and Bronx Com-
munity College.  

Hershenson was espe-
cially grateful to Bronx-
bred celebrity Chazz Pal-
minteri, who auctioned 
himself up for lunch with 
six of the highest bidders.    

“You’re not creating an 
education, you are chang-
ing a universe,” declared 
Palminteri, promising to 
regale winning bidders 
with behind-the-scenes 
stories of the movie “A 
Bronx Tale,” which he 
wrote.  Five minutes later, 
a total of $10,000 was raised 

for a day with Chazz.  
Monies for Sandy 

guests went to the Em-
pire State Relief Fund, a 
nonprofi t that helps fund 
the rebuilding process 
for some Sandy-battered 
homes.  

Chamber chairman Joe 
Kelleher took a moment to 
update guests on the build-

ing boom in the borough, 
highlighting the construc-
tion of the Marriott Resi-
dence Inn at the Hutch 
Metro Center, which will 
also be home to a backup 
911 call center now under 
construction.  

“All of this business 
and development is going 
to continue to support the 

businesses,” said Kelleher, 
also touching on several 
business improvement dis-
tricts and the Metro-North 
revitalization project.

Along with a procla-
mation awarded by Coun-
cilman Joel Rivera, the 
Bronx Chamber also 
heard from Lt. Governor 
Robert Duffy who agreed 

with Kelleher’s remarks.  
 “The Bronx is hot,” 

said Duffy, also praising 
the chamber for commit-
ting scholarships to de-
serving CUNY students.  
“They’re tomorrow’s 
Lenny Caro’s.” 

Reach David Cruz at 
dcruz@cnglocal.com or 
Twitter @CWEBCRUZER.  

Bronx Chamber’s 10th Annual

 Actor Chazz Palminteri (far right) holds up a recognition award given to him by the Bronx Chamber of Commerce.  He stands with (lr) 
Bronx Chamber of Commerce Chairman Joe Kelleher,  President Lenny Caro and Joseph Deglomini of Simone Development Corporation.  
 Photo by Alex Belisle 
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Awards & Scholarship Banquet

(Top left) (l-r) Small Business Services Commissioner Robert Walsh joins council 
members Joel Rivera, Annabel Palma, Carmen Arroyo to award Bronx Chamber of 
Commerce Chairman Joe Kelleher and Chamber President Lenny Caro with a procla-
mation celebrating the 118th anniversary of the Bronx Chamber.  Photo by Alex Belisle 

(Top right, l-r) Jay Hershenson, senior vice chancellor for unversity relations at 
the City University of New York,  joins chamber president Lenny Caro in commit-
ting $10,000 for CUNY scholarships. Photo by Alex Belisle 

(Above) Joseph Deglomini Sr. of Simone Development Corporation  bestows a 
recognition eagle award to actor Chazz Palminteri, who graciously accepts. 
 Photo by Alex Belisle 

(Middle right, l-r)) CUNY Trustees Hugo Morales, Rita DiMartino, Bronx Chamber 
of Commerce President Lenny Caro, and Jay Hershenson hold the $10,000 in 
scholarship grants earmarked for Bronx CUNY schools.  Photo by Alex Belisle 

Bottom right) On display at the jam packed ceremony was a mural by Daniel 
Hauben showing a bustling Fordham Road Shopping District.  Photo by Alex Belisle 
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Thomas Guido George Farr

Family Owned & Operated Since 1935

Castle Hill  
Funeral Directors, Inc.

1528 Castle Hill Avenue
Bronx, NY 10462
(718) 828-9222

chfuneraldirectors.net

Traditional Funeral Services and Cremation 
Services for All Faiths

Prearranged & Prepaid Services
Centrally Located to All Major Highways

Ample Parking on Site

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.
"Your Neighborhood Dentists Since 1983"

Sireci Family Dental, P.C.

We Have BRACES!

If You Have
S - P - A - C - E - S

ORTHODONTICS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

INVISIBLE BRACES WITH                           

CUSTOMIZED RETAINERS
AFFORDABLE MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS

EXTENDED FINANCING AVAILABLE
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Food and drink brewing for Food and drink brewing for 
St. Patrick’s Day ParadeSt. Patrick’s Day Parade

Whether it’s Irish fare or good ol’ Guiness, Throggs Neck bars have prepared quite the festive feast 
for the upcoming Bronx St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday, March 10.  Up and down the thoroughfare, 
saloons are preparing for the big day that serves as a kickoff to a busy season for bars. 

(Top left) If you stop by Brewski’s at 3718 E. Tremont Ave. you’ll likely run into (l-r) barkeeps Nick Rue-
ger, Kevin Sullivan and TJ Reagan, serving up a batch of brew.  Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(Top right) It won’t be a St. Patrick’s Day if you don’t stop by The Throggs Neck Clipper at 3599 E. 
Tremont Ave., where you can expect waitress Jill Klopfer serving food and ale. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(left) If you go inside McGee’s Bar at 3809 E. Tremont Ave. you can be the fi rst to taste it’s brand new 
ale dubbed “McGee’s Irish Red.”  Photo by Walter Pofeldt

(Far left) At PJ Brady’s Tavern at 3201 Philip Ave., barkeep Emma Rosenberg will work this tap on St. 
Pat’s Day. Photo by Walter Pofeldt 

(Below) Brunch, daily specials and Irish tunes await you at Paddy’s On The Bay at 50 Pennyfi eld Ave.  
While pounding drinks you can watch the boats go by!  The Titan Durty Band is expected to rock the 
bar Saturday, March 9 with a pre-St. Patrick’s Day celebration.  Irish food, beer and tunes will course 
throughout the actual day.  
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Lehman Center for 
the Performing Arts 
proudly offers audiences 
a chance to experience 
fi rsthand what makes 
the Ballet such a magnif-
icent art form with The 
Russian National Ballet 
Theatre’s performance 
of Giselle.

 With music by com-
poser Adolphe Adam and 
choreography by Marius 
Petipa, Giselle is one of 
the most celebrated bal-
lets of the Romantic era 
and the ballet credited 
with giving Mikhail 
Baryshnikov his danc-
ing debut.

  The company of 50 
dancers brings the story 
of a young peasant girl to 
life as she enters a world 
of betrayal, beauty and 
danger.

The Russian National 
Ballet Theatre was 
founded in Moscow dur-
ing the transitional pe-
riod of Perestroika in the 
late 1980s, when many 
of the great dancers and 
choreographers of the 
Soviet Union’s ballet in-
stitutions were exercis-
ing their new-found cre-
ative freedom by starting 
new, vibrant companies 
dedicated not only to 
the timeless tradition of 
classical Russian Bal-
let but to invigorate this 
tradition as the Russians 
began to accept new de-
velopments in the dance 
from around the world. 

The company’s New 
York City performance 
of  Giselle takes place on 
Sunday, March 10, 2013 
at 4 pm at Lehman Cen-

ter for the Performing 
Arts located at 250 Bed-
ford Park Blvd. W. on the 
campus of Lehman Col-
lege.

  Tickets cost $40, $35 
and $25, and for children 
12 and under, $10 any 
seat.

  Tickets can be pur-
chased through 24 hour 
online access at www.
LehmanCenter.org or 
by calling the Lehman 
Center box offi ce at 718-
960-8833 open Monday 
& Wednesday-Friday 10 
am-5 pm (closed on Tues-
days) and beginning at 
12 noon on the day of the 
concert.

  Lehman Center is ac-
cessible by #4 or D train 
to Bedford Park Blvd., 
and is right off several 
major highways, includ-

ing the Henry Hudson 
Parkway, the Saw Mill 
River Parkway and Ma-
jor Deegan Expressway.  
Low-cost on-site parking 
available for $5.

Lehman Center is sup-
ported, in part, with pub-
lic funds from the New 
York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs in part-
nership with the New 
York City Council.  The 
2012-2013 season is made 
possible by the New York 
State Council on the Arts 
with the support of Gov-
ernor Andrew Cuomo 
and the New York State 
Legislature, JPMorgan 
Chase, and through cor-
porations, foundations 
and private donations.  
Special $10 tickets for 
children are underwrit-
ten by Con Edison.

• Music of Ireland At Lehman Center .......................................... 45

• Rock On The Bronx ........................................................................ 46

• Do You Remember: Veterinarian Harry Nimphius ................ 47

The Russian National Ballet Theatre at Lehman Center

 The Russian National Ballet Theatre’s performance of Giselle.
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Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts celebrates 
the music of Ireland on St. 
Patrick’s Day weekend with 
a festive performance by 
the charismatic Crossover 
Classical music group THE 
CELTIC TENORS on Satur-
day, March 16th, at 8 pm.

 Adding to this night of 
celebration will be a special 
performance by the Irish 
step dancers of the Deir-
dre O’ Mara School of Irish 
Dance.

THE CELTIC TENORS 
are three Irish-born clas-
sically trained musicians, 
James Nelson, Matthew 
Gilsenan and Daryl Simp-
son, whose command not 
only of classical, opera and 
Irish music, but also of folk 
and pop genres has pro-
pelled them to the top of the 
US and international charts 
as a major Classical Cross-
over group.

 This ability to fl it ef-
fortlessly between differ-
ent musical styles and their 
distinctive use of three-part 
harmonies has set them 

apart from other tenor trios, 
resulting in more than a 
million albums sold world 
wide since 1995.

 In concert, the audi-
ence truly feels the love 
they have for the music 
they sing, whether it be the 
exhilarating classics like 
Nessun Dorma or emotion-
ally nuanced Celtic ballads 
like Danny Boy, which for-
mer President Bill Clinton 
has remarked that theirs is 
the best version he has ever 
heard.

 Their latest album, Feels 
Like Home, is a 13-song CD 
that celebrates the uplifting 
music of Ireland, Scotland, 
England and Wales with tra-
ditional fare like Sou Gan 
and She Moved Through the 
Fair, the sassy Red Haired 
Mary as well as beauti-
ful pop songs like Richard 
Thompson’s Dimming of the 
Day and Randy Newman’s 
Feels Like Home. 

Whether The Celtic Ten-
ors are singing a cappella 
or with accompaniment 
this will be a humorous yet 

skilled St. Patrick’s Day per-
formance not to be missed!

Colm Rogan, the Musi-
cal Director of The Celtic 
Tenors, was born in County 
Louth (north of Dublin) into 
a musical Irish family. Edu-
cated at the National Univer-
sity of Ireland, his composi-
tions have been performed 
by the RTÉ (Radio Televi-
sion Ireland) Symphony Or-
chestra. A talented pianist 
from a young age, Colm is 
also profi cient in other in-
struments including guitar, 
bass and drums.

The Deirdre O’Mara 
School of Irish Dance has 
been promoting the Gaelic 
spirit of Irish step dancing 
in Yonkers, NY since 1996 
under the direction of Dub-
lin-born Deirdre O’Mara.

Lehman Center for the 
Performing Arts is on the 
campus of Lehman College/
CUNY at 250 Bedford Park 
Boulevard West.

 Tickets are $35, $25 and 
$15 and can be purchased by 
calling 718-960-8833.

 

 Music of Ireland performed by the Celtic Tenors

LLife is Sweet 
 

At Our Lady of the Assumption’s 

21st Annual Card Party 

 

                    Thursday,  

                  March 21, 2013 

               7:00 pm -  11:00pm 

            Doors open at 6:30pm  

 

              $50 Per Person 

              4 Course Dinner 

                      Open Bar 

 

       Tickets sold in rectory 

               (718) 824-5454 

 

             Villa Barone Manor 

 737 Throggs Neck Expressway 

               Bronx, New York        
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Lehman College will serve as one 
of several venues throughout the New 
York Metropolitan area showcasing 
films from the 5th Annual ReelAbili-
ties: NY Disabilities Film Festival.  The 
screenings will take place March 11-12 
in the Music Building’s Faculty Dining 
Room.

 This event is free, but space is 
limited. The Festival, which will feature 
over 20 New York premiers of interna-
tionally acclaimed films, includes nar-
rative, documentary and short films 
from across the globe. Each screen-
ing will be followed by conversations 
and in-depth discussions with film-
makers and special guests. Lehman 
will present three full length films and 
a collection of film shorts, starting on 
Mon., March 11, at 5 p.m. with director 
Jacques Spitzer’s Wampler’s Ascent, 
followed by Geoffrey Enthoven’s Come 
As You Are at 7 p.m. In Wampler’s As-
cent, Spitzer follows Steve Wampler, 
who has cerebral palsy, on his journey 
to climb the famous El Capitan Moun-
tain in Yosemite.

 The Wampler family will be at the 
screening and will participate in a ques-
tion and answer session. 

Come As You Are, about three 
young men with disabilities who em-
bark on a quest to lose their virginity, 

is the winner of the European Film 
Awards’ People’s Choice Award.

The Festival will continue on Tues., 
March 12, at 5 p.m. with Reel Encoun-
ters 2013, a collection of short inter-
national films, followed by Six Points 
About Emma at 7 p.m. The film focuses 
on Emma, a blind woman who is deter-
mined to have a baby with one of two 
men she is trying to woo.

 The film’s director, Roberto Perez 
Toledo, will travel from his native Spain 
to attend the presentation. “Lehman is 
delighted to host this event which cel-
ebrates the lives, stories and expres-
sions of people with different abilities,” 
says Merrill D. Parra, director of Stu-
dent Disability Services. “These cutting 
edge films from across the spectrum 
of disabilities, addresses previously 
taboo topics and challenges the way 
people with disabilities, America’s larg-
est minority, are perceived. We hope 
that attendees will come away with a 
greater understanding that attitudes 
are the real disability.”

To reserve seats or for more infor-
mation, call 718-960-8441.

Violinist Ludwig To Play
With Bronx Arts Ensemble 
The Bronx Arts Ensemble pres-

ents violinist Michael Ludwig on Sun-
day, March 10 at 3 pm in an intimate 

chamber music concert at the home of 
Dr. Ricardo and Patricia Fernández at 
681 W. 231st St.

 The concert features music by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart - Oboe 
Quartet in F Major, K. 370; Eugène 
Ysaÿe - Sonata No. 3 (Ballade) and Jo-
hannes Brahms - String Sextet No. 1 
in B-flat major, Op. 18. Tickets are $25 
and include an intermission reception. 

Hailed by Strad Magazine for 
his “effortless technique, sweet tone, 
brilliant expression and grand style”, 
violinist Michael Ludwig enjoys a multi-
faceted career as soloist, recording 
artist and chamber musician.  He has 
appeared as soloist with the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, Philadelphia 
Orchestra, Boston Pops and Beijing 
Symphony, and has recorded with the 
London Symphony, Royal Scottish Na-
tional Orchestra and Buffalo Philhar-
monic. For advance tickets and infor-
mation visit bronxartsensemble.org or 
call 718-601-7399.

Family-Friendly Craft Workshop 
At Huntington Library

The Bronx Council on the Arts 
(BCA) and the Huntington Free Li-
brary (HFL) continue their 2012-2013 
family-friendly craft workshop series 
at 12:30pm on Saturday, March 16th at 
Westchester Square’s Huntington Free 

Library with Doll Making with Alba Gar-
cia.   The workshop runs from 12:30-
3:00pm. The Huntington Free Library is 
located at 9 Westchester Square (next 
to the Apple Savings Bank). Admission 
to the workshop is free and it is open to 
the public. All are welcome, but space 
is limited. Reserve you seat at http://
dollmakingworkshop.eventbrite.com.

Alba Garcia’s fascinating fantasy 
creations are currently on view in the 
horror and fantasy exhibition “In The 

Realm of Dreams & Fears” at Long-
wood Art Gallery @ Hostos (450 Grand 
Concourse at 149th Street). Marvel 
at her work at this exhibition and then 
spend a fun-filled afternoon with her on 
March 16th as she helps you create a 
small-scale fantasy of your own. 

Doll-making with Alba Garcia is 
part of the free series of Third Saturday 
Family Craft Workshops presented by 
the Bronx Council on the Arts, the Hun-
tington Free Library and NYC Council 

Member James Vacca through April 
20, 2013 at the Huntington Free Li-
brary. The 2012-2013 series concludes 
at 12:30pm on April 20th as BCA pres-
ents Recycle Art with Start Nigro. Join 
artist Star Nigro as she shows you cool 
and clever ways to make great eco 
art. Learn to construct a masterpiece 
by creatively recycling old & new ele-
ments. Make eco-logical art. Fun for 
everyone!  Information: 718-931-9500 
x33, 718-829-7770. 

Lehman among citywide fi lm fest venues

ITEM: Very happy to 
share the following: I will 
be playing acoustic Sun-
day’s in April at Jimmy 
Ryan’s. 

ITEM: Reading this in 
time? Bazooka Joe rocks 
the South Side Grille in Ma-
hopac on Saturday March 
9th in Mahopac starting at 
10pm and Parade day in the 
Bronx March 10th at Mc-
Gee’s!

ITEM: City Island is 
becoming quite the music 
hot spot: No Stringz At-
tached will be returning 

to The Club House on City 
Island on Sat March 16th 
at 9pm. It seems to be a 
good luck charm for local 
performers. Another re-
cent performer at The Club 
House has made in onto 
NBC’s The Voice.

ITEM: Check out The 
Tub Band at Tiernan’s in 
Stamford on Friday March 

15th at 10pm.
ITEM: New Band alert! 

DedFoot is Dana Laite on 
Vocals, Brian Buckley 
on Bass and Vocals, Nick 
Drewes on Guitar, Justin 
Ryan on Drums. They play 
covers from classic to mod-
ern rock: Led Zeppelin, The 
Who, Pink Floyd, Tool, Al-
ice in Chains, Stone Temple 
Pilots, Filter, Nickleback, 
Puddle of Mudd and more!

ITEM: The Icehouse 
Restaurant is the home of 
Award winning Chicken 
Wings and Clam Chowder! 
Rock on. Rock out.

3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICSSOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

Where Can Technology Take You?

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs
-



Harry Nimphius, renowned veterinarian, very much in demand
Dr. Harry F. Nimphius 

was perhaps the most noted 
New York veterinarian of 
his generation.  He served 
as a veterinary surgeon in 
World War I achieving the 
rank of captain in the Fifty-
second Field Artillery.  

Returning to the Bronx 
after the war, he ran a 
veterinary hospital and a 
horseshoeing operation at 
534 Bergen Avenue while 
also serving as a consultant 
to the Central Park Zoo, the 
Ringling Brothers, Barnum 
and Bailey Circus and even 
to Frank Buck, the award-
winning author, film pro-
ducer, and animal collector.  

He was very much in 
demand and many were the 
animals he treated over the 
years.  They included every 
creature from elephants to 
canaries and even the famed 
sheep from Central Park.

Most readers know 
that Sheep Meadow in Cen-
tral Park was once home to 
a good-size flock of Dorset 
horned sheep who grazed 
there from at least 1869 
and were housed with their 
shepherd, Frank Hoey, in 

the old Victorian structure 
that gained fame when con-
verted to the Tavern on the 
Green in 1934 when Robert 
Moses moved the sheep out 
to Prospect Park, Brooklyn.  

One day in early June 
of 1921, a group of picnick-
ers failed to clean up after 
themselves leaving a va-
riety of debris which the 
sheep decided to dine upon.  
It is unknown what rem-
nants of the luncheon were 
left behind but it poisoned 
a good number of the sheep 
and at least eight died.  Dr. 
Nimphius was called in and 
managed to save the rest.  
It should be noted that the 
sheep were valuable in that 
the wool from each sheep 
sold for about $50 per year 
and the ewes could also be 
sold.  The 15-acre site is still 
called sheep meadow but 
now you know why.  

Dr. Nimphius was 

born in 1885 and died of a 
heart attack on September 
26, 1944 at the age of 57.  By 
that time he had been de-
voting most of his time to 
the Central Park Zoo where 
he was named director five 
years earlier.  Much ear-
lier, circa1914, he was a 
race horse owner and even 
raced his own trotters with 
a certain amount of success.  
Even when one of his trot-
ters, Doris B., crashed and 
pulled him along for about 
a hundred feet, he managed 
to hold on and get another 
wagon and he actually won 
the race.  He certainly knew 
his horses and what they 
were capable of achieving to 
say nothing of his own self-
confidence.  

If the many animals 
he successfully treated and 
cared for in life knew of his 
death, I’m sure many would 
have mourned his passing 

along with his family and 
the many friends he made 
in life.  He also left behind 
his wife, Anna, his son 
Harry, a master sergeant in 

the Army and a sister, Mrs. 
Tillie C. Kalbacher.  He was 
residing here in the Bronx 
at 761 East 163rd Street 
off Tinton Avenue at the 

time of his death.  He left a 
great void, especially in the 
animal world and was very 
much missed at the Central 
Park Zoo.

This photo may appear to be an odd choice for a column about the Bronx since it shows Sheep Meadow 
in Central Park.  The selection, however, was purposeful because I have a story to tell that I hope you’ll 
enjoy and I should add that the 15-acre meadow is where some of the plot takes place.
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Meet Vineshia, one of New York’s Kindest. When she moved to NYC from Florida, she felt 
homesick and lonely. But then she met Cowboy and her life has been flooded with sunshine 
and warmth ever since.

Our nonprofit organization rescues thousands of New York’s homeless and abandoned animals 
each year. Our goal is to place every dog, cat and bunny in a new loving home. But we can’t do 
it without your help.

nycacc.org

Photo by Donna Svennevik © 2013 OUR CITY, OUR SHELTER.

BE ONE OF NEW YORK’S KINDEST:  ADOPT     VOLUNTEER     DONATE

Vineshia, AC&C Adopter 
with Cowboy
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SUNY Maritime Col-
lege in  Throggs Neck will 
salute alumnus Edward 
Pfl eging, P.E., a 1986 grad-
uate who serves as VP En-
gineering and Facilities at 
Montefi ore Medical Center 
and the entire Montefi ore 
Medical Center Engineer-
ing and Facilities Division, 
at the annual Admiral’s 
Scholarship Dinner, May 
7.

The College will also 
honor two international 
maritime industry cor-
porations: Navios Mari-
time Holdings, based in 
Piraeus, Greece and Man-
hattan, as well as Wartsila, 
headquartered in Helsinki, 
Finland, with US offi ces in 
Houston, TX.

A Licensed Profes-
sional Engineer (NY/NJ), 
Mr. Pfl eging is a Certifi ed 
Energy Manager and Cer-
tifi ed Energy Procurement 
Professional.

 He joined Montefi ore in 
1989 and earned his MBA 
from Manhattan College 
in 1998.

 In his hometown of 
Oradell, New Jersey, he 

serves on the town Coun-
cil and is Chairperson for 
the Departments of Public 
Works, Engineering, the 
Building Department and 
Real Estate.

The Engineering and 
Facilities Division of Mon-
tefi ore Medical Center is 
comprised of over 1,500 as-
sociates who are responsi-
ble for the daily operations 
and facilities development 
of all hospital and ambula-
tory sites.

 Montefi ore  is the Uni-
versity Hospital for Albert 
Einstein College of Medi-
cine.

 An academic medical 
center nationally recog-
nized for clinical excel-
lence, groundbreaking re-
search, training the next 
generation of healthcare 
leaders and delivering 
science-driven, patient-
centered care, Montefi ore 
is ranked among the top 
hospitals nationally and 
regionally by U.S. News & 
World Report.

  The annual scholar-
ship dinner will be held on 
the SUNY Maritime Col-

lege campus.   SUNY Mari-
time College is one of only 
six state maritime colleges 
in the United States.

Ticket sales from the 
2013 Admiral’s Scholar-
ship Dinner will benefi t 
the State University of 
New York Maritime Col-
lege Scholarship Fund.

   For information call 
718-409-4983, or email: ad-
miralsdinner@sunymari-
time.edu.

 Tickets are $400 per 
person.  Tables of 10 are 
available beginning at 
$4,000 per table.

Sponsorship and under-
writing opportunities are 
also available for the event 
as well as for the journal. 

State University of New 
York (SUNY) Maritime 
College is a four-year col-
lege that has consistently 
been ranked among the 
top engineering colleges 
in the nation and as a top 
baccalaureate college in 
the Northeast by US News 
& World Report.

 To learn more, visit 
www.sunymaritime.edu.

Calling all St. Theresa 
School Alumni!

  The All Years Annual 
Reunion for Classes 2005 
and earlier will be held 
on Saturday, April 27th, 
2013 beginning with 5 p.m. 
Mass.

  Following Mass, there 
will be tours of the school, 
a cocktail hour, and din-
ner and dancing in the gym 
(2872 St. Theresa Avenue) 
till 11 p. m.

 Music will be provided 

by Pure Entertainment and 
Barino’s Catering will once 
again supply a delicious 
buffet. Invitations are in 
the mail so if we have your 
mailing information, you 
should receive your copy by 
next week.

  If you do not receive one, 
please call the school at 718-
792-3688 or email Mary Ann 
Lynch, Director of Develop-
ment at malynch@sttheres-
aschoolbronx.org. 

You can also print out a 

copy of the reply form from 
our website at www.stthe-
resaschoolbronx.org or join 
us on Facebook at St. The-
resa School Pelham Bay. 

 This year, we will only 
be accepting paid reserva-
tions; no money at the door. 

 Let’s make this the big-
gest and best reunion ever! 

 Please get the word out 
and encourage family and 
friends to come, renew old 
friendships and enjoy a 
great evening.

Preston High School 
hosted Career Day on Fri-
day, February 15th, welcom-
ing back alumnae from the 
past fi ve decades.

 The objective of Career 
Day, a biennial event, is to 
expose current students to 
varied career options while 
networking with alumnae.

 Prestonites had the op-
portunity to learn about a 
myriad of professions and 
careers including Nursing, 
Speech Pathology, Finance 
and Banking, Law Enforce-
ment, Education, Engineer-
ing, Media and TV, Public 
Relations and Advertising. 

Alumnae guests started 
their day with a welcom-
ing breakfast followed by 
a “meet-and-greet” in the 
school library, sharing won-
derful memories of their 
school days with current 
PHS students.

  After breakfast, the 
alumnae headed to the class-
rooms where they led a se-
ries of panel discussions and 
Q&A for the students.

  Students had the oppor-
tunity to pick which sessions 
and career topics were of 
most interest to them.

  Alumna Gina Gentile ‘03, 
a Speech Pathologist, com-
mented,  “The students came 
with insightful questions 

and seemed truly engaged in 
learning more about our pro-
fessional experiences.  The 
students also were delighted 
to interact with alumnae of 
all ages who are excelling in 
their respective fi elds.” 

Students who partici-
pated in the media session 
had the opportunity to hear 
from a very special guest, 
Emmy award winner Angela 
Hill, reporter and producer 
of ABC News NOW. 

Hill had this to say about 
her experience: “Thanks for 
inviting me to speak to the 
incredible young ladies of 
Preston High at last week’s 
Career Day. I had a wonder-
ful time and was encouraged 
to see so many smart and 
poised young women who 
are excited and committed 
to their studies and their fu-
tures… I’d be happy to visit 
again”.

Career Day at Preston

Maritime Scholarship dinner

St. Theresa School reunion

                                                               Then do as the MAJOR Government agencies do...
They call The Pros!!!…They call...TRUPROTECT!!!

GREEN  LEED  INSULATION  THERMAL BARRIER  SOUND REDUCTION 
FIRE SUPRESSION  MOLD REDUCTION  CEILING TILES

Up To 60% Savings On Utilities (Totally Documented) 

RF/EMI SHIELDING?
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
Call them now at 1-877-219-5616

Ask for Mike or email him at mike2257@truprotect.com 
www.truprotect.com

BLOWN AWAY? 
NEED HELP REMODELING 

OR REBUILDING?
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Five Bronx Emigrant 
Savings Banks will become 
Apple Banks after an acqui-
sition deal that will bring 24 
other branches with them.

Apple Bank for Savings, 
the third largest state-char-
tered savings bank in New 
York, said it has received 
approval from the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration (FDIC) and the New 
York State Department of 
Financial Services to ac-
quire 29 branches - includ-
ing the fi ve in the Bronx 
– and the related deposit 
accounts and services from 
Emigrant Savings Bank.

 Under the terms of the 
transaction, Apple Bank is 

purchasing approximately 
$3.2 billion in deposits, 
representing most of Emi-
grant’s retail branch net-
work. Emigrant will retain 
its offi ces located on East 
42nd Street in Manhattan 
and in Ossining, New York 
and its Internet-based ac-
counts, representing ap-
proximately $5 billion in 
deposits.

The Bronx branches 
that will become Apple 
Banks are at 2526 Grand 
Concourse, 370 E. 149th St., 
74 Hugh J. Grant Circle, 101 
E. 170th St., and 2021 Bar-
tow Ave. in Co-op City.

The closing of the trans-
action is expected to be com-

pleted in April. Financial 
terms of the transaction 
were not disclosed. Upon 
completion of the transac-
tion, which was announced 
on July 20, 2012, Apple 
Bank’s total assets will in-
crease from approximately 
$9.8 billion to $13 billion, 
with 79 branches in greater 
New York.

Alan Shamoon, Chair-
man, President and Chief 
Executive Offi cer of Apple 
Bank, said, “The Emigrant 
branch acquisition is a good 
strategic fi t for Apple Bank 
that signifi cantly improves 
the scale and critical mass 
of our branch network. 
The addition of Emigrant’s 

long-term customer base 
with complementary demo-
graphics will strengthen 
our presence in a market 
we have been successfully 
serving for 150 years.”

 “We will do everything 
possible to ensure a smooth 
transition for Emigrant 
customers, including keep-
ing Emigrant deposit prod-
ucts very similar to the way 
they are now. We are ex-
cited to offer our customers 
greater convenience, access 
to a greatly expanded net-
work of branches and an ex-
tensive range of deposit and 
loan services. Customers 
can continue to expect the 
high level of personalized 

service delivered by the 
same professional and re-
sponsive bankers they have 
come to trust,” Shamoon 
continued.

 Apple Bank traces its 
New York origins back 
to 1863 and has remained 
one of the nation’s stron-
gest fi nancial institutions 
throughout the most recent 
fi nancial crisis. Shamoon 
said, “By staying the course 
with conservative and pru-
dent banking practices, we 
have remained consistently 
profi table with almost no 
non-performing loans in 
one of the most challenging 
economic environments in 
history. A large part of our 

success has come from our 
long-term commitment to 
neighborhood branch bank-
ing -- putting our customers 
and their best interests fi rst 
in all of the communities 
we serve.”

 As of December 31st, 
2012, Apple Financial Hold-
ings, Inc., the Bank’s par-
ent company, reported to-
tal capital and reserves of 
$816 million. The Bank’s 
balance sheet is comprised 
of high-quality loans and 
securities, and its capital 
ratios, including total risk-
based capital of 26%, are 
among the strongest in the 
industry. 

Apple Banks putting new shine on Emigrant

BY FATHER 
RICHARD F. GORMAN

Au Revoir to Two Good Men
( Part Two )

Last Thursday evening, 
February 28 at 8:00 p.m.. 
Italy time (2 p.m.. E.S.T.), 
the imposing wooden doors 
of the Apostolic Palace in 
Castel Gandolfo, the sum-
mer vacation residence of 
the Popes nestled in the Al-
ban hills 15 miles southeast 
of the Eternal City of Rome 
overlooking the bucolic ex-
panse of Lake Albano, were 
closed by two members 
of the Swiss Guard, who 
promptly left their familiar 
guard post and handed it 
over to offi cers of the Vati-
can City Gendarme.  In a 
simple, yet dignifi ed man-
ner, greatly in contrast to 
the magnifi cence of the Lit-
urgy and the time-honored 
ritual protocol that began 
it nearly eight years before 
on April 19, 2005 in the ma-
jestic square in front of the 
Vatican Basilica of Saint Pe-
ter, the Pontifi cate of Joseph 
Aloisius Ratzinger, known 
throughout the world dur-
ing those years as Pope 
Benedict XVI, came to a 
quiet end.  The unfussy con-
clusion of Pope Benedict’s 
service as successor to the 
Apostle Saint Peter, and, 
as such, spiritual leader of 
the world’s one and a quar-
ter billion Roman Catho-
lics, refl ected the personal-
ity and the spirituality of 
the now Pope Emeritus per 
se  --  gentle, calm, simple, 
and yet, unambiguous and 
distinct.  Benedict, having 
taken leave of the Vatican’s 

Apostolic Palace earlier in 
the day after sharing a poi-
gnant farewell with many 
members of the Sacred Col-
lege of Cardinals, pledged 
to serve his Church in a dif-
ferent way  --  prayerfully, 
contemplatively, privately, 
obscured from the world  -- 
in complete obedience and 
loyalty to his Successor as 
Supreme Pontiff, who would 
be chosen from among those 
Cardinals to whom he bade 
good-bye.

There has been, and re-
grettably will continue to 
be, a plethora of specula-
tion on why Benedict XVI 
decided to retire, the fi rst 
Roman Pontiff to resign the 
Papacy since Pope Gregory 
XII in 1415 and the fi rst to 
do so on his own initiative 
since Pope Celestine V in 
1294.  As Pope Emeritus, 
Benedict retains the style of 
“His Holiness,” and the title 
of “Pope,” and will continue 
to dress in the papal color 
of white.  He is expected to 
move into the newly reno-
vated Mater Ecclesiae Mon-
astery behind Saint Peter’s 
Basilica within the confi nes 
of the Vatican City-State for 
the duration of his retire-
ment.  I have absolutely no 
intention of second-guess-
ing His Holiness, who has 
averred that his diminished 
physical strength and men-
tal dexterity has led him 
to this free-will decision 
to abdicate the Throne of 
Saint Peter.  No doubt, this 
shy Bavarian priest and 
scholar-theologian  --  per-
haps, a prospective Doctor 
of the Church  --  craved the 

reclamation of his privacy, 
a commodity and privi-
lege that is entirely absent 
from the life of a Pope, as 
he revealingly noted to one 
hundred fi fty thousand pil-
grims gathered for his fi nal 
public audience as Pope the 
day prior to his departure 
from the Vatican.  More-
over, it is no secret that Jo-
seph Cardinal Ratzinger, 
at the time Prefect of the 
Scared Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith and a 
principal collaborator of 
Blessed Pope John Paul II, 
wanted to retire and to re-
turn to his native Germany 
even before the onset of the 
debilitating illness and the 
death of John Paul.  Even 
as he convoked in conclave 
as its Dean the Sacred Col-
lege of Cardinals in order 
to elect a successor to Pope 
John Paul, Cardinal Ratz-
inger made it abundantly 
clear to his Cardinalatial  
colleagues that he not want 
to be the 265TH Successor 
of Saint Peter as Bishop of 
Rome.  He accepted the posi-
tion, I suspect somewhat re-
luctantly, but, nevertheless, 
in deference and submis-
sion to what he sincerely 
believed was the will Je-
sus Christ, whose Vicar he 
would now be, as expressed 
in his rather swift selection 
by his brother Cardinals. 

It is far too precipitous 
and presumptuous to assess 
whether Pope Benedict XVI 
was a great, good, average, 
or poor Pope.  It will be many 
years, conceivably decades, 
before the impact of his Pa-
pacy is realized.  Nonethe-
less, I do wish to share the 
following thoughts on a fel-
low believer and an exem-
plary thinker who I have 
come to greatly admire for 
his service to the Church 
as its Universal Pastor and 
as a scholar-theologian 
par excellence.  For a man, 
who upon ascending to the 
Chair of Saint Peter, was 
considered a die-hard con-
servative, a theological 
Neanderthal, and “God’s 
Rotweiller” due to his dis-
missal of overly liberal, 
and sometimes “pop,” theo-
logical views, Pope Bene-
dict began his Pontifi cate 
speaking of God as love and 
of the characteristics of au-
thentic charity.  Accused of 
being blindly affi xed to tra-
dition, he had no problem 
both thinking and going 
“outside the loop” in many 
key actions of his tenure, 
not the least of which was 
his determination to retire.  
Impeached as cold and cal-
culating, Pope Benedict im-
pressed visitors in intimate 
and personal encounters as 
warm and embracing.  He 
attracted larger crowds to 
his appearances than even 
his Predecessor, Blessed 
John Paul II, and won the 
affection and the respect 
of the people of his Diocese 
of Rome, one of whom re-
marked upon Benedict’s 

appearance on the loggia of 
Saint Peter’s subsequent to 
his election that he would 
be a “good” Pope because he 
had a very “kind” face. 

Benedict’s Pontifi cate 
is indeed a blending of the 
best of the new and the old, 
the traditional and the mod-
ern.  His prolifi c writings 
defended and upheld time-
honored Roman Catholic 
doctrine and principles.  
During his Papacy, Benedict 
XVI advocated a return to 
fundamental Christian val-
ues in order to counter the 
increased secularization of 
many Western societies.  He 
viewed Relativism’s denial 
of objective truth, and the 
denial of moral truths in 
particular, as the foremost 
problem of the 21ST century.  
He taught the importance 
of both the Catholic Church 
and an understanding of 
God’s redemptive love.  He 
reaffi rmed the “importance 
of prayer in the face of the 
activism and the growing 
secularism of many Chris-
tians engaged in charitable 
work.”  Pope Benedict also 
revived a number of tradi-
tions including elevating 
the pre-Vatican II Triden-
tine Mass to a more promi-
nent position.  He renewed 
the relationship between 
the Roman Catholic Church 
and art, viewing the use of 
beauty as a path to the sa-
cred, promoted the use of 
Latin, and reintroduced 
traditional Papal garments 
and liturgical vestments, 
for which reason he was 
called “the Pope of Aesthet-
ics”.  He repeated, time and 

time again, that Catholi-
cism was not a life of dreary 
and dogged adherence to 
rules and regulations, but 
a joyful experience fi lled 
with the warmth of an abid-
ing relationship of a truly 
personal nature with Je-
sus Christ, the Son of God.  
Benedict has bee hailed as 
the “Green Pope” and as 
the “Pope of the Environ-
ment” for his teachings on 
the care of God’s creation as 
well as for radically reduc-
ing the carbon footprint of 
the Vatican City-State by 
a number of environmen-
tally-friendly innovations.  
He resurrected arguments 
that insisted that Faith is 
not inimical and excluding 
of human reason. 

Speaking of our fi st 
President, George Wash-
ington, King George III re-
marked that a leader who 
voluntarily gave up power 
would be praised by history 
as a great individual.  Pope 
Benedict has laid down a 
power even greater and 
more exalted than that of 
any President of the United 
States or King.  In light of 
this, along with his humil-
ity, his unshakable faith, 
and his ardent love of all 
people, I believe that his-
tory will be more than kind 
to him.  In the meantime, I, 
along with countless others, 
shall miss seeing his invit-
ing smile, hearing his calm 
voice, and learning from 
his erudite writings.  May 
God grant him a restful and 
a rewarding retirement.

Until next time, that is it 
for this time!    
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BY MARCIA PAVLICA
Dear Friends,
The crocus are a mass 

of blooms and the daffo-
dils are now up six inches 
and blowing in the gusty 
breeze...A few minutes to 
share with you, if we may, 
of our efforts...

The guest speaker at 
our February 27th meeting 
was Bronx Times Reporter 
(BTR)’s new editor Bob 
“Kappy” Kappstatter.  After 
four decades with the New 
York Daily News, one of his 
assignments was the Bronx 
Beat and then he was per-
suaded by BTR founder and 
publisher, John Collazzi, to 
come over to the BTR.  The 
three separate editions of 
the paper have now been 
combined into one with a 
reduction, naturally, in the 
cost of printing.  The on-
line edition covers a new 
news item almost every 
day.  “Kappy” admitted that 
the comments (blogs) from 
the readers on the articles 
concerning the opening of 
the Pelham Bay Grand (as 
in old Pelham Bay General 
Hospital) were surprisingly 
raunchy, even for a well sea-
soned newspaper reporter. 
Instead of being mini let-

ters to the editor, they were, 
as we have previously said, 
mean-spirited and full of in-
uendos, half truths and out-
right lies.  The blogs were 
pulled off line, more de-
structive to the community 
at large than adding any in-
sight into the issue.  

“Kappy” feels that the 
BTR should “inform, enter-
tain and infl uence” its read-
ers.  He hoped that more of 
us would write a paragraph 
or two to the Editor on an 
item of interest.  

Those in attendance at 
our meeting offered the 
suggestion of re-running 
Bill Twomey’s columns 
over the past two decades  
“Do Your Remember?” cov-
ering piece by piece almost 
all of the Bronx. History 
has always bound commu-
nities together.  Chris N.’s 
“Food For Thought”  was 
deemed “great”; a dog/cat/
Nature column was needed 
and it was hoped that the 
gardening column  could be 
revived, as we all think we 
have green thumbs. 

The individual civic as-
sociation columns “Kappy” 
hoped would have some 
“who’s getting married”, 
etc. items. But we all 

thought the “Around Town” 
already in existance in the 
paper  fulfi lled that need.  
Civic columns are just that- 
work which is going on, 
to see that our streets, our 
community and our taxpay-
ing residents are getting 
their fair share of the City’s 
purse. The social activities 
of various private clubs, 
of the Boy and Girl Scout 
troops deserve their own 
moment in the sun.  W

e’re sure “Kappy” ‘s net-
working can accomplish 
this goal.  He has a fi ne and 
dedicated staff.  We hope to 
see more about each com-
munity as they stand tall 
and proud.

In 2009, NYState Sena-
tor Jeff Klein was quoted as 
saying that one community 
cannot be called upon to 
shoulder the burden of so-
cial services for the entire 
city. This was at the time 
that the Homeless Women’s 
Shelter on St. Peters opened 
in the night hours with out 

prior notifi cation to the 
community.  As the leader 
of the Westchester Square 
Zerega Improvement Orga-
nization Sandy L. recently 
and rightfully said “the 
Square is drowning in good 
intentions” We now have 22 
social services operating 
in a amall area around the 
Square.

Again, another social 
service group has come 
before Bronx Community 
Board #10 to announce that 
they will be counseling and 
screening 60 clients daily, 
some arriving by van (am-
bulette) and others by sub-
way.

The CEO indicated that 
they would not be distribut-
ing even an aspirin. But as 
well intentioned and profes-
sionally trained as the non-
profi t group may be, armed 
with a 20 year lease, they 
still would not admit what 
restrictions if any were in 
the lease nor could they 
promise that they would not 
dispense medications in the 
future. 

This brought the group 
of community individuals 
in attendance to affi rm that 
no matter how great the 
program might be, it was 

the WRONG place.
At our meeting, the Pa-

davan Law was discussed, 
supposedly a safeguard to 
communities by New York 
State regarding the place-
ment of shelters in commu-
nities.  

A thank you to our Leg-
islative Director Frank V. 
for his research on the sub-
ject. (Mayor Bloomberg has 
signed three bills concern-
ing updates that need to be 
taken to protect our resi-
dents in the future concern-
ing storm damage which we 
will be discussing at our 
up-coming meetings. )

On our work desk, a 
thank you as well to our 
Membership Chairperson 
Barbara P. and to secre-
tary Ann I. for their work 
getting out the “dues due” 
notices and for confi rming 
dues payments.  

We also will be going be-
fore the Municipal Services 
Committee of CB 10 regard-
ing the request by some 
residents to have Bronx De-
partment of Transportation 
re-evaluate whether the 
turn arrow at Country Cl b 
Road and Mc Donough

Place is still a required 
traffi c signage. 

 Our other iron in the 
fi re concerns the green-
street island at Rawlins Av-
enue and Kearney Avenue 
and traffi c signage for that 
area.  We are grateful to our 
Community Improvement 
Chairman Richard P. for 
the drawings that have been 
produced for the presenta-
tion to #10 and to DOT.

Please re-read the March 
1st issue of the BTR on the 
Flood Maps.  We hope to 
have preliminary copies of 
the maps for our members 
at our next meeting, and in-
formation on the increase 
in insurance rates if you 
are now in the newly drawn 
fl ood area.

Sorry “Kappy”: no wed-
dings or babies to report. 
(Please report those to Da-
vid Cruz at the BTR if you 
have one happy event to 
share)  On our part, we can 
only report on ongoing ef-
forts on behalf of our com-
munity. Our next meeting 
is scheduled to be held on 
March 27th, at the Villa Ma-
ria Academy, 3335 Country 
Club Road, at 7:30 p.m. (the 
one story building on your 
left as you enter their cam-
pus).  All members are most 
welcome. 

BY EDITH BLITZER
Another month has 

rolled by and hopefully we 
will be able to enjoy some 
good weather.

We congratulate our 
own Joe McManus for being 
chosen as Grand Marshall 
of the St. Patricks Day Pa-
rade in Throggs Neck. Well 
deserved.

The Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion will be having their 
monthly community meet-
ing on March 12th at 7 P.M. 

at the Bronx House,990 Pel-
ham Parkway South. Our 
special guest will be Judge 
Douglas McKeon, Admin-
istrative Judge for Bronx 
County. We also will have 
a Community Afffairs Of-
fi cer from the 49th Pre-

cinct. Some of the topics we 
would like to discuss are  
gun control,pedafi les and 
grafi tti.

Please join us. Become 
aware of what is happening 
in your community.

Ask your questions and 
get some answers. Only 
with your help can we Im-
prove the quality of life in 
the Pelham Parkway com-
munity.

Hope to see you on march 
12th.

BY MARY JANE MUSANO
Our next meeting will be 

on March 14th at 7:30 at PS 
14.  If there is a community 
issue on your mind you will 
want to attend this meet-
ing.  Nivardo Lopez, from 
the Mayor’s offi ce, will be 
our guest speaker.  This is 
an opportunity to let the 
Mayor know how we feel 
about the problems at Pom-
peii and the Pelham Grand.  
We continue to have issues 
with parking and graffi ti 
and he needs to know in or-
der to respond.  Please don’t 

pass up the opportunity 
to have your voice heard 
at this meeting.  Mark the 
date on your calendar and 
invite your neighbors.

We will also have Bill 
Heaney from Throggs Neck 
Ambulance and Chrys Na-
politano of the Locust Point 
CSA as guest speakers.  It 

is sure to be an interesting 
and informative evening!

If you have not paid your 
dues for 2013 please bring it 
with you on March 14th.  We 
count on your support!

Good News!

We wanted to let every-
one know that Fanny Scla-
fani’s granddaughter Ni-
cole and her husband Jason 
are expecting a little boy 
in July.  JD is very excited 
that he will soon be a big 
brother.  Congratulations 
to Fanny and her family!

If you are a Waterbury 
LaSalle Community As-

sociation member and you 
have news that our com-
munity might want to hear, 
please let us know.  We 
would be glad to spread the 
good word!

Pre-K  Registration

Children born in 2009 are 
eligible for  free Pre-K  pro-
grams at public elementary 
schools and Community-
Based Organizations.  For 
public schools you may apply 
between March 4th and April 

5th online at the NYC Depart-
ment of Education website or 
at an enrollment offi ce.  For 
Community-Based Organiza-
tions you may apply directly 
to them during the same time 
period.  

The community Pass-
over Seder sponsored by 
Temple Hatikva will be 
held on Sunday, March 
24 at 5:30 p.m.  There 
will be a reading of the 
special Temple Hatikva 
Hagaddah, along with 
a full, Kosher Passover 
meal.  

The cost for the en-
tire Seder is only $25 per 
person, and reservations 
must be made no later 
than March 15.  

Reservations are 
now being accepted on a 
fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis.  To reserve your 

seat(s), send a payment to:  
Temple Hatikva, 1526 Wil-
liamsbridge Road, Bronx, 
New York 10461.  Seating 
is strictly limited and res-
ervations will be accepted 
on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served 
basis.

Last year, Temple Ha-
tikva was sold out prior to 
the Seder!  Don’t get disap-
pointed this year – make 
your Passover Seder reser-
vations now!

Temple Hatikva will 
have its Friday evening 
Shabbat Service on March 
15 at 7:30 p.m.  The theme 
of the Oneg Shabbat follow-

ing the Service will be 
“A Taste Of Passover”.  
All those attending will 
have the opportunity 
to munch on wonderful 
Passover desserts – put-
ting you in the mood for 
the upcoming holiday.  

Of course, this is a 
free event, so bring your 
friends, neighbors and 
families.

Temple Hatikva is 
located at 2440 Espla-
nade. If you need more 
information, please call 
Temple Hatikva at (718) 
792-1109 or e-mail Tem-
pleHatikva@aol.com

Passover Seder at Temple Hatikva

TO LIST UPCOMING EVENTS CALL (718) 742-3386
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Doggie
Desk

BY TONY DELUCA
I’d like to talk a little 

bit about the ASPCA. The 
American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (ASPCA) was the 
fi rst humane society to be 
established in North Amer-
ica and is, today, one of the 
largest in the world. Head-
quartered in New York 
City, the ASPCA maintains 
a strong local presence, and 
with programs that extend 
their anti-cruelty mission 
across the country, they are 

recognized as a national an-
imal welfare organization. 
They are a privately funded 
not for profi t organization, 
and proud to boast more 
than 1 million supporters 
throughout the country. 

As the fi rst humane or-
ganization to be granted le-
gal authority to investigate 
and make arrests for crimes 
against animals, they are 
wholly dedicated to fulfi ll-
ing their mission through 
nonviolent approaches. 
The ASPCA provides local 

and national leadership in 
three key areas: caring for 
pet parents and pets, pro-
viding positive outcomes 
for at-risk animals and 
serving victims of animal 
cruelty. 

The ASPCA’s mission is 
to provide effective means 

for the prevention of cru-
elty to animals through-
out the United States. The 
ASPCA is partnering with 
Paramount Rx, a full ser-
vice prescription benefi ts 
manager focused on con-
sumer driven healthcare, 
and Health Savings Access, 
an affi nity marketing com-
pany serving the health-
care community, to offer 
the Save a Pet Rx and Help 
a Pet Rx prescription card 
programs, which feature 
special offers on prescrip-

tion medications for you 
and your pets. 

The ASPCA cares about 
the safety and well-being of 
your pets. You can ask the 
animal hospital or your lo-
cal vet if they offer payment 
plans. 

The following organi-
zations may be good re-
sources for affordable op-
tions for pet care: Care 
Credit; American College 
of Veterinary Surgeons; 
Hearts united for animals; 
Max fund (for animals with 

no known owner); Ameri-
can Animal Hospital Asso-
ciation Helping Pets fund; 
Angels 4 Animals; The Pet 
Fund; and NY Save (only 
in NYC). Hopefully this 
bit of information can help 
you and your beloved pet. 
(In my previous article 
about North Shore Animal 
League Sponsorship pro-
gram, I neglected to offer 
contact numbers. My apolo-
gies. You can contact Karen 
Cornfi eld or Jill Burkhardt 
at 877-236-9725).

Bronx Park East Community Assoc. news
BY RAPHAEL S. 
KENNY AGOSTO

“Community Forum on 
Stopping Gun Violence”

Join the Bronx Park 
East Community Associa-
tion and the Monroe College 
School of Criminal Justice 
for our fi rst “Community 
Forum on Stopping Gun 
Violence”, on Friday March 
15th from 7:00-10:00pm at 
the CenterLight (formerly 
Beth Abraham) Audito-
rium. 

Join Guest Moderator 
Gary Axelbank, host of 
BronxTalk on BronxNet 
TV, for a lengthy, in-depth 
and results-driven discus-
sion on what can be done to 
stop the use of guns in our 
community, and our Bor-
ough at-large.

The CenterLight Audito-
rium is located at 612 Aller-
ton Avenue, on the corner 
of Bronx Park East and Al-
lerton Avenue, easily acces-
sible by the Bx 26 bus or by 
taking the 2 train to the Al-
lerton Avenue stop.

We will have a panel 
consisting of experts on 
this very important issue. 
The panel members will be 
as follows: New York State 
Senate President Pro Tem-
pore, and Sponsor of the 
recently passed NY SAFE 
Act gun control legislation, 
Senator Jeff Klein; Attor-
ney, former NYPD Offi cer 
and Monroe College Profes-
sor John Small; long-time 
Bronx activist and Founder 
of the group, “Stop The Vio-
lence”, Bernard Smith; as 
well as clinical Social Work 
& Mental Health expert, 
Monroe Professor Edgar 
Tyson. 

Also participating in 
the event will be long-time 
Bronx District Attorney 
Robert Johnson, veteran 
NYC Councilman of our 

area’s 13th Council District 
Jimmy Vacca, as well as 
the Reverend Que English, 
Pastor of the Bronx Chris-
tian Fellowship Church, 
and member of the Bronx 
Clergy Task Force.

This is the start of our 
Community’s movement 
to get the guns out of our 
neighborhoods, and off our 
blocks. And we’re starting 
this movement to bring 
home one message: Stop 
Shooting and Start Creat-
ing Something Positive. 

So put it on your calen-
dars, and be a part of the 
movement!

Our Pillars for a Peace-
ful Summer

1. Gun Cessation
2. Arts Education
3. Community Beautfi -

cation
These are the three pil-

lars of the B.P.E.C.A., a 
bold, forward-thinking, 
well-rounded approach to 
making our Community vi-
brant, creative and great!

With our gun forum, 
we will spark the interests 
and educate the minds of 
all who want to rid these 
damaging weapons from 
our streets. We will follow 
the March 15th Forum with 
a march against gun vio-
lence in the early summer, 
as well as participation in 
the gun buy-back programs 
that will be undertaken by 
the Borough President’s of-
fi ce and others in the com-
ing months.

We are also focused on 
expanding the arts pro-
gramming in neighboring 
schools.

As seen in last week’s 
Bronx Times-Reporter’s 
“Bronx Neighbors Profi le” 
on page 24 , Mr. Larry Mi-
netti’s Art program at the 
C.I.M.S. school, housed in 
the Christopher Columbus 

High School Campus, is a 
shining example of what 
the Arts can add to the edu-
cation of youth. It releases 
creativity and boosts self-
confi dence in a way that 
other subjects simply can 
not.

With this in mind, 
B.P.E.C.A. is working with 
our neighboring schools 
to bring in MORE Band 
programs and MORE Cho-
ral programs, despite the 
D.O.E. still being in “budget 
–cutting mode”. It’ll take a 
few months, but we’re hope-
ful we can have some real, 
tangible results by Septem-
ber.

And fi nally, Beautifi ca-
tion.

With our Love Your 
Block project beginning 
April 1st on Olinville Ave-
nue and Thwaites Place, we 
are engaging the citizens 
of our Community to Get 
InVolvEd (or GIVE) in the 
coming months in our posi-
tive, creative endeavors. 

Building “Tree-
Frames”, painting them, 
and planting fl owers inside 
them, we’ll be taking beau-
tifi cation to the next level.

So Get Involved!
Keep in touch with us 

at BxParkEast@gmail.com 
(no dots or dashed except 
for dot-com) to receive our e-
News blasts, or by phone at 
(347) 654-7044. Also look for 
our Facebook Group by typ-
ing “Bronx Park East Com-
munity Association” in the 
facebook search bar or by 
typing in the URL: https://
w w w.facebook.com /#!/
groups/BxParkEast/. Sim-
ply click “Request to join 
group”. Until we meet again 
on Friday, March 15th at 
our “Community Forum 
on Stopping Gun Violence”, 
live and love.

B-P.E.C.A!

BY TONY SALIMBENE
Here’s an update on 

events, we hope to see as 
many as possible in atten-
dance:

   March 10th, our 15th 
Annual St.Patrick’s Day 
Parade down the avenue, 
stepping off prompyly at 12 
from E.Tremont  & Laffay-
ette Ave.  One of the honor-
ees is our departed buddy 
Bill Clancy, all veterans 
please join us.  You can 
march with us with the 
Bronx Military Veterans 
Museum too!

   March 17th is the tra-
ditional St. Patrick’s and 
being the 3rd Sunday,we 
will have our regular 
Post Meeting at 10:30am 
at American Turners 
NY, the Turner club - and 

Happy Name Day Pat Devine 
and all Patricks out there.

   March 22nd, the Depart-
ment of NY Commander will 
visit downstate posts, cul-
minating in a dinner at the 
Turner Club.  The cost is 
$35.00 per person.

   April 12th is the Na-
tional Commander’s vist to 
NY with a traditional formal 
dinner at Antun’s in Queens, 
reservations required.

There’s strength in num-
bers!  While recruiting, 
pleaase remember the Sons 

of the Legion and the the 
Legion (ladies) Auxiliary! 

   Until Next Time: 
Rather disturbing to read 
about an ATV (all ter-
rain vehicle) tearing up 
Bicentennial Veterans 
Memorial Park at Weir 
Creek.  How dare you im-
pose your hobby on the 
majority and damage a 
beautiful piece of land so 
many worked so hard to 
estabilsh for the good of 
the community!  Is your 
ATV licensed?  Your folks 
must be real proud, but 
then again, they may have 
bought it for you.  Some of 
us are retired, some work 
different hours, all of us 
will be watching for you, 
so take your hobby else-
where jerk.
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BY PAUL GOLLUSCIO
Hello all!
 Well, White smoke 

belched from the stovepipe 
here at the Post signaling 
the world that we have a 
new Adopted Platoon. It’s 
C Company, 10 BSB, 1/10 
MTN, FOB Arian, APO AE 
09323

The Platoon is com-
manded by Glen Smallwood, 
I don’t have a rank and is 
comprised of 33 Troops. So, 
send them candy, cookies 

hand sanitizers etc. Also 
drop off these items at the 
Post because we have con-
stant mailings to them. 
They are in a barren area 
with no amenities and if the 
world was given an enema, 
this is where the tube would 
be placed.

 Well, once again, I have 
been passed over for Grand 
Marshall of the St. Patty’s 
Day Parade and once again, 
I will be on the sidewalk 
cheering on the marchers.

 The Throgg’s Neck 
Community Action Part-
nership is again hosting a 
2 1/2 hour seminar “Alco-
hol Awareness Training 
Program”. I have taken this 
course and it is well worth 
it. Give Joanne Timmins a 

call at 718-904-1333 XT. 28 to 
sign up. 

The Theodore Korony 
Post is hosting a “Support 
Our Troops” Bingo Night.

Only 130 tickets will be 
sold. No tickets will be sold 
at the door. You must call 
Colleen McCarthy at 718-
931-6916 to reserve your 
spot. This happening will be 
held at the Sam Young Post. 
Cost is $5.00 per person 
which includes admission, 
snacks and regular Bingo 

Card. Additional cards are 
available at 3/$5.00. All pro-
ceeds go to The Christian 
Engeldrum Support The 
Troops Drive.

Doors open at 6 PM. 
Games start at 7. All this 
takes place on Friday, April 
19, 2013.

 Trivia Time!!
 The Lindberg Kidnap-

ping happened on March 1, 
1932.

 On March 2, 1933, King 
Kong opened in NY. Fay 

Ray screamed 59 times by 
my actual count. 

 The “Star Spangled 
Banner” became our Na-
tional Anthem on March 
3, 1931.

 The Boston Massa-
cre took place on March 
5, 1770. Can you tell me 
where and what it led up 
to? 

Keep the troops in your 
prayers, hug a vet and God 
bless.

The Red Hat Pelham Bay 
Divas are sponsoring an I 
Love NY Card Party  on Fri-
day, April 26, at 7 p.m. at the 
Knights of Columbus Hall at 
3243 Ampere Avenue.  

Tickets are $35, which 
includes a complete dinner, 
beer, wine and soda catered 
from International Caterers.  

This fundraiser is in 
memory of John Tognino, Jr. 
who passed away on April 13, 
2011 at the age of 43 from pan-
creatic cancer.  He was the 
only son of John and Donna 
Tognino of Ampere Avenue.  

Anyone who would like 
to donate any gifts or mon-

I Love NY Card Party
etary donations to be used to 
purchase gifts please make 
checks payable to Frances 
Arico 3174 Ampere Avenue, 
Bronx, N.Y. 10465.  

If you would like to donate 
a check in memory of a loved 
one make checks payable  to 
Pancreatic Cancer Fund and 
mail to Frances Arico. 

All proceeds are for pan-
creatic cancer research.  

 For Tickets:  Call:  
Fran Arico, Diva Queen 
at (718) 828-5073 or                                                                     
Elaine Robinson, Vice-
Queen at (718) 542-2681

 All invited, reserved seat-
ing and open bar available.

The Throggs Neck me-
morial Unit 1456 will hold 
a Spring Grocery Sale on 
Sunday, April 7, at 2 p.m. 
The sale will be held at 1456 
Shore Drive. Donaiton is $5 

Spring grocery sale
per person, which includes 
coffee, cake and a door 
prize. Additional envelopes 
are $1 each. Doors open at 1 
p.m. For futher information 
call (718) 822-8502.

BY DOROTHEA POGGI
 I fi rst want to thank the 

Bronx Times Reporter again 
for this column which allows 
us the opportunity to reach 
out past our small neighbor-
hoods into the larger Com-
munity and share informa-
tion about our interests and 
events.

The various events, con-
struction and advocacies 
that we have been working 
on for the last month or so 
are as follows.

Ferry Point Community 
Advocates has continued to 
call 311 to register potholes, 
damaged catch basins, over-
grown areas, dead danger-
ous trees etc. We continue 
to communicate with neigh-
bors and businesses to deal 

with various effects of the 
large construction of the 
Throggs Neck Shopping Cen-
ter on our streets, air, and 
noise. I attended the wonder-
ful presentation by Urban 
Planner offered by the Bor-
ough Presidents Offi ce and 
got to discuss it better over 
email as well. The area that 
is considered as a safety pe-
destrian area between the 
two proposed Malls is an 
area we have asked to in-
clude traffi c calming and a 
green street area since 2000. 
We believe that the urban 
development of the areas 
of Ferry Point (of Throggs 
Neck) should include much 
beautifi cation, pedestrian 
safety and of course traffi c 
calming to help make such 

large economic projects suc-
cessful and useful to all New 
Yorkers while allowing the 
existing businesses to con-
tinue to fl ourish as well.

Personally I have also of-
fered research and informa-
tion to quite a few blog sites 
and online sites dealing 
with the Residents relocated 
from Rockaway to the Pel-
ham Grand due to Sandy’s 
destruction. I also applied 
again to commit to serving 
our community on Board 10. 

I have not received results 
yet but at least 10 persons 
have applied after me and 
have been accepted. I do not 
quite understand how a per-
son can be respected by so 
many, acknowledged as one 
of the 25 Infl uential Women 
of the Bronx by the Bronx 
Times Reporter, and not 
be encouraged to bring her 
knowledge to the CB10 Board 
to benefi t the community 
(wish me luck?).

As President of the 
Friends of Ferry Point Park 
I have been involved with 
various reporters and partic-
ipated in a NYC Movie that 
has some coverage of the Fu-
ture Golf Course and Water-
front Park including the East 
and West Community Parks. 

I also have tabled and par-
ticipated in the Bronx Park 
Speak Up at Lehman College 
which is a full day event with 
workshops, presentations 
and tabling attended by hun-
dreds of people involved with 
their Parks. At our table we 
sign up possible volunteers, 
offer brochures on various 
concerns, and try to alert 
others and reach a compro-
mise on the ongoing Hindu 
Ceremonial Debris problem 
at FP Park. In Feb. I Com-
municated with Community 
Board 10 our disappointment 
and frustration that noth-
ing at all has-been done to 
push the construction of the 
pre-funded 1 mil. dollar rest-
room which is ridiculously 
delayed. This is causing our 
Park Visitors and Volunteers 
much concern. So far we 
have voted to “go on strike” 
until a restroom is in place at 
Ferry Point Park. 

We will be losing hun-
dreds of hours of supportive 
maintenance and beautifi ca-
tion of this neglected CB10 
Park due to the blatant dis-
regard for the sanitary con-
ditions in this NYC Park 
(Shame on NYC). As 134 mil-
lion in tax payers money is 
spent on the East side for a 
Golf Course (that the aver-
age person cannot afford to 
use), Tax payers and their 
children on the East side of 
this same park (hundreds 
of TN HS Soccer players 
and thousands of NYC Soc-
cer and Cricket players, plus 
hundreds of volunteers each 
Season) use the wooded area 
to relieve themselves.

As Vice President of the 
Bronx Council For Envi-
ronmental Quality I have 
been attending meetings ad-
dressing the Harlem River, 
Westchester Creek, Hutchin-
son River etc.. I attended a 
meeting of HRRP to offer 
applications for the Region 
2 Advisory Committee of the 
2013 NYS Open Space Conser-

vation Plan. These applica-
tions are for new parks, open 
spaces, greenways or links. 
This could help with the 
HRRP plans for waterfront 
access with a Boat launch 
along the Hutchinson River. 
FoFPPark also submitted six 
applications to this Advisory 
Committee that are located 
along Westchester Creek and 
nearby. BCEQ IC Engel and 
myself will be attending the 
(all day) Metropolitan Water-
front Alliance 2013 Confer-
ence April 9th. There is sup-
posedly a vacate order on the 
building and property as it 
is unsafe. Sen. Kleins Bill to 
have animals removed from 
foreclosed or vacated build-
ings is still in the works.

Fins & Feathers of Ferry 
Point has all the (registered 
TNR colony) cat’s neutered. 
Last year was not a good year 
for adoption, our highest 
year was 2007 at 85 and 2012 
we had only 9 adoptions. 

This is because we suc-
ceeded in stopping the breed-
ing and have only adult 
cats. If you are interested in 
adopting a beautiful Cat call 
917-741-2768.We have added 
an 10 x 10 outdoor pen for 
an extra night time sleep-
ing area (as we combine two 
Brush Avenue “ Friendly/ 
Feral” Colonies into one). We 
are still administrating the 
“Save Rusty/Bronx Horse” 
facebook page to notify mem-
bers of the situations status, 
but have limited the input as 
there were some who were 
there just to argue. 

The Save Rusty situa-
tion is coming to a conclu-
sion hopefully this May. The 
property is in foreclosure 
(according to Sen. Kleins Of-
fi ce) and there will be a NYC 
Auction soon?. 

We accept clean blankets, 
plushy beds, toys, cages, lit-
ter, food (Rabbit, Cat, Dog ) as 
donations (can be used). 716 
Brush Avenue. 917-741-2768 
Dotti

The Huntington Free 
Library and The East 
Bronx History Forum 
announce the forum’s 
2nd Annual “Woman in 
Bronx History” meeting 
will be on Wednesday, 
March 20 at 7:30 p.m.  

Members and guests 
are encouraged, but not 
required to bring a 2 to 
5 minute description of 
their choice for inclu-
sion in the member re-
port.  The selection will 
include woman of the 
past and current Bronx 
history.  They could be a 
family member or friend.  

East Bronx History Forum
During last year’s event, 
some presenters were 
themselves, selected as 
Bronx woman achiev-
ers for 2012. Visit www.
BronxNYC.com for a re-
view of the 2012 present-
ers and selections.  Mem-
bers are free to reselect 
past selections and add 
their own information.  

Please join us at 7:30 
pm, Wednesday March 
20thth 2013 at the Hun-
tington Free Library.

 All meetings are 
free at The Huntington 
Free Library, located at 9 
Westchester Square.
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BY ANITA VALENTI
March is here and hope-

fully, no snow this month. 
Our Pelham Bay Taxpayers 
& Civic Association meet-
ing will be held on Thurs-
day, March 14, at the former 
Pelham Bay General Hospi-
tal on Pelham Parkway and 
St. Paul Avenue. Dr. Ades 
will be our guest speaker 
We will ask our members 
if they have any preference 
on what night of the week 
would be most convenient 
to hold our PBTCA  monthly 
meetings.

  Dues of $10, which in-
clude the Bronx Times 
Reporter mailed to your 
home, can be paid at our 

March 14th meeting. at St. 
Theresa”s cafeteria,  or 
mailed to Pelham Bay Tax-
payers & Civic Association 

Pilgrim Station, P.O. 
Box # 610233, Bronx, New 
York 10461.  

  We want to thank Elaine 
of Assemblyman”s Michael 
Benedetto’s offi ce for her ef-
forts in again getting 

the Metro Van for our 
community on Thurs-
day, March 14 in front of 
Chase Manhattan Bank on 
Westchester and Continen-
tal Avenues between 1 and 
2:30 p.m.

  On Tuesday, Febru-
ary 26, many of us attended 
the rally at Lehman High 

School to prevent the school  
from being phased out over 
the next three years.

  Students, alumni, par-
ents, elected offi cials, local 
civic association leaders, 
all united together to bring 
to a halt the disastrous deci-
sion of DOE offi cials to close 
down Lehman High School. 
Everyone who spoke praised 
Principal Lo Bianco. Under 
her management and dedi-

cation to her students, the 
school is greatly improv-
ing. She must be given the 
opportunity to continue im-
proving the grade score of 
Lehman High School.

  Columbus High School 
is gone. Why? Both Sena-
tor KLein and Council-
man Jimmy Vacca gradu-
ated from Columbus High 
School. So did I, all my 
friends and all our chil-
dren. Columbus High 
School can boast of many, 
many other students who 
succeeded in their careers.I 
remember many decades 
ago, in order to go to Colum-
bus high school, we  had to 
live in close proximity to 

the school. This made a lot 
of sense, to be within walk-
ing distance to the school or 
a short bus ride. Why is Co-
lumbus High School gone??  

  Lehman  High School 
must not be closed. Where 
are all these children going 
to be able to continue their 
education. We cannot allow 
the remaining school year 
to become over-crowded.  
The teachers will not be 
able to teach with an over 
whelming number of stu-
dents. We feel for the pres-
ent students with this prop-
osition to close down their 
school hanging over their 
heads. They do not know 
where they will be from 

one day to the next. This is 
a cruel decision. Where in 
$%%^)*(&%^$@# are they 
going to be attending next 
semester. Shame on DOE for 
doing this to all the students 
of Lehman High School. 
Lehman High School will 
continue to be here long af-
ter all those proposing this 
decision are gone.”Cheers” 
to Principal Lo Bianco. Stu-
dents got up and stated,”At 
7 am. Mrs. Lo Bianco  was 
in Lehman High School and 
at 11 pm she was still at Le-
hman High School. Mrs. Lo 
Bianco must continue  to in-
spire all her Lehman High 
School students.

BY CHRYS NAPOLITANO
I started writing this 

column because I wanted 
to talk about food in the 
context of eating seasonal, 
local and organic food with 
the hope that it would en-
courage readers to do the 
same, resulting in small, 
incremental changes that 
would affect the environ-
ment, energy, health care, 
jobs, transportation and a 
myriad of other issues tied 
to food.  I wanted to stay 
away from political issues 
and off the soap box.  But 
that has been difficult and 
sometimes I just have to 
vent.

There were a few re-
cent news stories that 
have been on my mind.  
One concerned a recall 
this week by Smithfield 
of 38,000 pounds pork 
breakfast sausage due 
to pieces of plastic, most 
likely from gloves worn 
by factory workers, found 
in the sausages.  Smith-
field is the world’s largest 
pork packer and hog pro-
ducer and if you recall, 
in 2009 they were linked 
to an outbreak of a new 
flu strain that infected 
a thousand people in the 
US and Mexico, killing 68.  
This virus, a combination 
of swine, bird and human 
viruses, was believed to 
have been caused by con-
tamination that occurred 
at a pig breeding farm in 
Mexico owned by a sub-
sidiary of Smithfield.  At 
the time, the WHO warned 
that this virus could reach 
pandemic levels, which it 
didn’t, but the death of 68 
people is nothing to gloss 
over.  

The next story was 
about the horse meat con-
troversy in Europe, which 
like the Smithfield recall, 
doesn’t come as much of a 
surprise to me.  If you’ve 
read books like the Omni-
vore’s Dilemma you know 
the perils of the CAFO 
– Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operations – so 
you shouldn’t be surprised 
either.   If you’re reading 
this article, you know that 
I have extolled the vir-
tues of eating meat that 
is raised on grass by ani-
mals that get to live their 
“happy pig lives”.  I’ve 
spoken about the correct 
balance of Omega 3’s and 
Omega 6’s and how this 
affects not only our physi-
cal health, but our mental 
health as well.  However, 
what was encouraging 
about this story is that in 
the wake of this revelation 
Europeans have begun 
to return to their local 
butcher for their meat pur-
chases, despite the higher 
price…an interesting way 
to learn about the real 
price of the ninety nine 
cent hamburger.  After the 
recent “pink slime” con-
troversy here in the states, 
you would have thought 
we’d have seen the same 
response.

The last story con-
cerned the looming se-
questration and the 
pending cuts to USDA In-
spector’s that could lead 
to meat shortages and 
higher prices.  We’ve al-
ready been told that the 
droughts of last year 
would cause rising prices 
for meat and dairy prod-
ucts.  I have a tendency to 
use the phrase “let’s make 

lemonade from lemons” or 
let’s make the best out of 
a bad situation.  Here’s a 
perfect opportunity to ap-
ply this phrase and reduce 
your family’s consumption 
of meat.  If you can, when 
you do purchase meat, buy 
it from your local butcher 
and encourage him to of-
fer “grass fed” options.  
And yes, it is more expen-
sive, but by supplementing 
your meals with more veg-
etables and whole grains, 
you can serve smaller por-
tions that are packed with 
nutrients and will satisfy 
the appetite more than a 
plate heaped with chicken 
nuggets and tater tots.   

I find it interesting that 
we so indignantly fight for 
our right to the 32oz soda 
and against the mayor’s 
ban but don’t get too upset 
about the fact that there 
are neighborhoods here in 
NYC where you can’t buy 
a fresh vegetable.  Liquor 
stores, drug stores, fast 
food restaurants and bo-
dega’s abound, but a mar-
ket selling local produce?  
Not anywhere in sight.  So 
while the Food and Bev-
erage Association fights 
for the rights of bodega 
owners who will lose busi-
ness because a 200 pound 
12 year old can’t guzzle a 
soda and chips on the way 
to school, who’s fighting 
for families that want to 
eat better but can’t easily 

access good food?  While 
we complain about the 
Mayor’s “nanny state” I 
say isn’t it ridiculous that 
we have to waste time on 
these issues?  

A 32oz soda contains 
about 385 calories.  If I re-
member my high school 
nutrition, we burn on aver-
age 15 calories per pound 
of body weight per day.  A 
140 pound person needs to 
consume about 2100 calo-
ries per day to maintain 
their weight, so that soda 
represents almost 20% of 
their daily calories.  Let’s 
say the average 12 year old 
is about 100 pounds and if 
you do the math, that soda 
represents 25% of their 
daily calories.  What if 
your allotted calories are 
already spent on food?  One 
pound of body weight gain 
is caused by an excess of 
3500 calories in your diet.  
If you drink one 32oz soda 
per day on top of the calo-
ries you need to maintain 
your weight, that’s 140,525 
excess calories per year or 
40 pounds of weight gain 

in one year.  If you cut 
soda out of your diet, buy 
a water filter and some re-
usable water bottles, you 
can allocate these grocery 
dollars to the purchase of 
better quality food.  

When it comes to food, 
ignorance is not bliss.  I en-
courage everyone to think 
about their food and the 
real price of cheap, fast, 
convenient food.  Instead 
of getting angry about “the 
government meddling in 
our freedoms” by telling 
us we can’t drink soda, get 
angry that not everyone 
can make choices about 
what they eat.  Many peo-
ple would like to eat better, 
but can’t afford or access 
the food they know is bet-
ter for their family.  With 
limited budgets, many 
families are forced to dine 
on meals of chicken nug-
gets and tater tots – foods 
packed with plenty of calo-
ries, salt and fat with very 
little nutrition or satisfac-
tion to the soul.  

Just Food is an organi-
zation that aims to correct 

issues such as access to lo-
cal and urban agriculture, 
food justice and education.  
They help communities 
connect with farmers to 
create CSA’s and through 
“Farm School” they edu-
cate people in how to raise 
their own food.  The Just 
Food Conference will be 
held in NYC at the Food 
and Finance High School 
on March 29 and 30.  For 
more information, go to 
their website at www.just-
food.org.  I went last year 
and really enjoyed myself 
and plan to attend this 
year with a friend in tow.  
Once the Locust Point 
Civic House is back up 
and running this summer, 
we’ll have some represen-
tatives from Just Food at 
a civic meeting to speak 
about these issues.  In 
the meantime, check out 
their website, attend one 
of their seminars or use 
their website as a portal to 
find more information.

Be the change you want 
to see in the world!

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387
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several add-ons PBLL never 
wanted.  That included a 
$40,000 backstop on the 
main fi eld, since the current 
backstop wasn’t 25 feet away 
from homeplate.  

“I don’t know any fi eld 
around here that’s 25 feet 
from home plate,” said Pres-
tipino, adding the extra 
work severely cut into their 
budget.  

Superstorm Sandy com-
plicated matters, pushing 
repairs back while creating 
more damage.

“We still have three gi-

gantic trees that haven’t 
been taken down,” said 
Prestipino.  

Another hurdle was 
damage made to the fi eld’s 
sprinkler system in late fall, 
which Prestipino blames on 
crews asking that part of 
the wiring be cut to make 
way for heavy equipment.

Trapped water inside the 
system has forced PBLL to 
overhaul its water network.

“The Parks Department 
says that’s your fault,” said 
Prestipino, who says there’s 
no money to fi x the system.  
“I’m fi ghting that.”   

“We’ve been strung 
along here a long time,” 
said Harry Oehler, a par-
ent volunteer who helps 
maintain the property.

He intends to fi le a Free-
dom of Information Act 
request, looking into how 
a simple project became 
tangled in a web of bureau-
cracy.  

A Parks Department 
spokesman promised that 
work will be completed by 
April 15, but Vacca and oth-
ers are not buying it.  

“It is tough to envision 
that right now,” said Vacca.  

Field of broken dreams in Pelham Bay
From page 1

Vinnie Prestipino and Harry Oehler stand along muddy Naclerio Field, a Pelham Bay fi eld waiting years 
for upgrades.- Photo by David Cruz

victims within a four-to-
fi ve block radius of the sub-
way station there since last 
month.

They said the robbery 
crew, believed to have made 
their get away by car on 
to the nearby highways, 
threatened and robbed four 
victims since what police 
believe was the fi rst inci-
dent back on Saturday, Feb. 
16.

None of the victims, in 
their  late teens, were physi-
cally hurt, but police are 
concerned any future rob-
beries could escalate into 
serious violence.

Police said the fi rst inci-
dent occurred Feb. 18 when 
two males walking along 
E. 197th Street between the 
Hutchinson River Parkway 
service road and Hobart 
Avenue were approached 
about 10:30 p.m. by three 
males wearing ski masks 
and threatened at knife-
point. The trio got away 
with an iPhone from one of 
the victims.

The second robbery oc-
curred a week later, on 
Monday, Feb. 25, just across 
from the Pelham Bay sub-
way station about 9 p.m. 
when three robbers ap-
proached a victim in front 
of 3289 Westchester Ave. 
across from the subway 
station, displayed what the 
victim described as a large 
knife and ordered him to 
hand over his cell phone be-
fore the trio fl ed, possibly in 

Robbery crew targets Pelham Bay
From page 1

a car waiting nearby.
The last incident re-

ported to police happened 
last week, about four blocks 
from the subway station, 
about 10:25 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 2 at the north-
east corner of Edison and 
Wilkinson avenues when 
the victim told police three 
robbers were involved, 
with one of them pressing 
a sharp object in his back. 
They made off with an un-
determined amount of cash, 
police said.

Police at the local 45th 
Precinct are on heightened 
alert for the robbery team, 
and are asking anyone with 
possible information to call 
(718) 822-5411.

They are also warning 
late night subway riders 
leaving the station and lo-
cal residents to be alert to 
their surroundings, and if 
approached, to cooperate 
and avoid resisting rather 
than face injury.

They should immedi-
ately call 911 to report the 
crime.

“People have to be aware 
of their surrounding, not 
just walking and talking 
or texting on their phones,” 
advised Bob Bieder, presi-
dent of the 45th Precinct 
Community Council. “If 
they can, also not be walk-
ing alone.”

He said now that a rob-
bery pattern has been rec-
ognized by the precinct, 
“they are taking the nec-
essary measures to try to 

catch these guys.” 
Commuters and local 

residents at the Pelham Bay 
Station during the evening 
rush-hour commute Tues-
day, March 5 said that they 
felt safe coming home later 
in the evening.

“I have never felt unsafe, 
even late at night,” said 
commuter Becky Brown of 
City Island, who waits at 
the station for the Bx29 bus, 
sometimes as late at 11 p.m. 

Bill Santen, another 
commuter for City Island, 
said that he did not see evi-
dence of drug dealing and 
that the area seemed safe, 
except for the occasional 
panhandler. 

Pelham Bay resident 
Steve Arnold, who was near 
the station on Westchester 
Avenue, said he feels safe in 
the community but always 
takes the precaution of be-
ing aware of his surround-
ings. 

“It is pretty good, but 
you have got to keep your 
eyes open,” he said. “Peo-
ple walk around talking on 
their cell phones and not 
paying attention, and some 
people take advantage of 
the situation.”

 The latest numbers 
available on the NYPD web-
site show robberies in the 
45th Precinct  are down 
12.5% so far this year as of 
Feb. 24, with 28 recorded 
robberies compared to 32 at 
the same time last year.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!One of the robberies occurred across from Pelham Bay Station after nightfall on Westchester Ave. 

- Photo by Patrick Rocchio 
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Action
Association

BY FRANK V. VERNUCCIO, JR.
   Few, if any, city dwell-

ers have ever left their 
hometowns because there 
were too many jobs, or 
because taxes were too 
low, or criminals were too 
frightened to accost honest 
citizens.

   Few, if any, businesses 
have ever clamored to set 
up shop, hire people, and 
contribute to their commu-
nity in municipalities that 
overregulated them. 

   As crime rises, par-
ticularly in our parks, 
as deaths escalate in our 
subway system, as un-
employment remains un-
acceptably high, as our 
schools continue to have 
dismal graduation rates, 
and as taxes, fees and fi nes 
threaten the fi scal stability 
of people and enterprises 
alike, New Yorkers are 
dealing with politicians 

on the state and local level 
who seem oblivious to real-
ity and continue to pursue 
ideologically driven agen-
das that threaten to devas-
tate the “Empire State.” 

   Recently, it has been 
reported that the once-
great city of Detroit may 
have to acquiesce to a state 
takeover.  Proud metropo-
lises can fall if governed 
incorrectly.  The notori-
ously inept leadership of 
the “Motor City” has been 
so extreme in its views, 
and so ideological in its 
concept of what role gov-
ernment should play, that 
this unfortunate occur-
rence has been almost in-
evitable.

   New York fortunately 
possesses a more multi-
faceted economy, but our 
government has been do-
ing its level best to copy 
the Detroit example.  Our 

light industry, once among 
America’s greatest, has 
been assaulted with regula-
tions that have decimated 
it.  So too our once proud 
shipping industry, which, 
thanks to an inexplicable 
surrender to the dictates of 
mob-dominated interests 
and self-proclaimed ur-
ban reformers, has been, 
itself, shipped out to other 
states.  Over the years, 
some elected offi cials have 
seriously considered ruin-
ous taxes that would have 
chased the stock market 
right out of the Big Apple.  

   New York’s munici-
pal and state governments 
continue to address bou-

tique issues from pressure 
groups, rather than exam-
ine fundamental problems.  
Our schools fail to turn 
out students who can read, 
write, do math and science 
well enough to compete, or 
know enough about history 
to be informed voters—but 
of course, funds continue 
to fl ow to school programs 
that have more to do with 
leftist ideology than with 
education. 

Upstate NY continues 
to languish as Governor 
Cuomo prefers to cater to 
extremists who refuse to 
accept explicit evidence 
in report after report that 
fracking is safe.

   As our buses, subways, 
and streets remain danger-
ously overcrowded, scarce 
dollars are foolishly com-
mitted to ideas that make 
transportation worse, such 
as bike lanes and pedes-

trian malls that cater to 
an extremely limited (but 
very vocal and politically 
active) clientele. 

   As our smaller en-
terprises struggle to keep 
up with outrageous taxes, 
fees and fi nes (and now the 
added burden of Obama-
care expenses) Mayor 
Bloomberg imposes ridicu-
lous regulations about soda 
consumption that makes 
NYC a national laughing-
stock, and chases business 
out of the fi ve boroughs.

   Thanks to programs 
fi rst inspired by former 
City Council Speaker Pe-
ter Vallone and the strict 
measures imposed by 
Mayor Giuliani, crime has 
dropped wonderfully for 
many years.  But now, a 
combination of cuts in the 
size of our police force and 
a growing protest against 
the successful “Stop and 

Frisk” effort threatens to 
undo that progress. 

   COMACTA’s research 
suggests that New York’s 
government should re-
turn to the basics.  Fight 
crime vigorously, teach 
the traditional subjects in 
schools, create an environ-
ment where businesses can 
thrive and hire as many 
people as possible, and 
keep the wheels—on cars, 
buses and subways, and 
the long-neglected freight 
rail system—turning.  
Stop looking at New York-
ers as subjects to be ruled, 
persuaded, or molded, and, 
instead, treat them as the 
sovereign citizens the Con-
stitution meant them to be. 

Contact COMACTA 
at nycommunityaction@
gmail.com; tune into our 
sponsored radio broad-
casts, and visit our website 
at comactainc.com. 

TO LIST UPCOMING EVENTS
OR FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

CALL (718) 742-3386

BY LYNN GERBINO
Remember that our 

next meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, March 26th at 
7:30 p.m. at the beautiful 
Villa Barone Manor. Our 
three speakers will include 
Bob Kapstatter, editor of 
the Bronx Times Reporter; 
Chrys Napolitano, CSA co-
ordinator at Locust Point; 
and Effi e Ardizzone, DEP 
representative, who will go 
over the ins and outs of the 
new sewer, water line in-
surance offered by a private 
company.

We have send out all of 
the dues notices, so please 
send in your dues. Some of 
your dues may have crossed 
in the mail when the no-
tices, but have no fear we 
have your dues if you sent 
them in prior to receiving 
the blue card.

Here are some impor-
tant things going on the the 
community and the Bronx 
you may be interested in:

In conjunction with 
Bronx House, Councilman 
Vacca sponsoring a free ta 
preparation day on Satur-
day, March 3h from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. at Bronx House, 
located at 990 Pelham Park-
way South. Tax preparers 
are IRS-certifi ed and can 
help you with all your tax-
related questions. Those 
who are eligible must make 
$50,000 or less in income and 
have dependents, or $25,000 
or less in income and have 
no dependents. Space is 

limited, so those interested 
in attending must call to 
make an appointment as 
soon as possible. You must 
also bring with you photo 
identifi cation, social secu-
rity cards for everyone on 
the return, W2 and/ or 1099 
statements for all jobs held 
in 2012, last year’s income 
tax return, and documenta-
tion and care provider tax 
ID number if you are claim-
ing child care expenses. To 
reserve a seat, place call 
718-792-1800, extension 226.

The North Bronx 
Healthcare Network, com-
prised of both Jacobi Medi-
cal Center and North Cen-
tral Bronx Hospital (NCBH) 
announced  that each site 
would be promoting Nutri-
tion Month.  Held in March 
of each year, this national 
celebration plays an impor-
tant role in informing and 
educating Americans on the 
importance of proper diet 
and healthy eating.  This 
event holds particular im-
portance in Bronx County, 
home of both institutions, 
where obesity is higher 
than any other borough in 
the City of New York.

Events will educate the 
public on strategies and re-
sources to eating healthy.  
Some of these events contain 
information that Bronxites 
may have not had access to 
before.  This includes the 
following important events: 
NCBH Events (All Events 
Are in the Lobby Between 

10am to 2pm):
• Thursday, March 14, 2013, 
Diets Decoded: All About 
Quick Fixes, Get on a 
Healthy Eating Plan
• Tuesday, March 19, 2013, 
Eating Healthy on A Bud-
get, Meal Planning – Get in 
Shape for the Summer
• Wednesday, March 27, 
2013, Eating Out and Eating 
Healthy, Choosing Appro-
priate Fast Food Options

Jacobi Events (All 
Events Are in the Atrium of 
Building 8 Between 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.)
• Friday, March 15, 2013, 
Pouring On The Pounds 
- Are You Drinking Your  
Calories?
• Tuesday, March 19, 2013, 
Finding The Balance Be-
tween Work And Healt - Ev-
eryday Fitness
• Friday, March 29, 2013, 
Where Is The Salt Coming 
From? - Salt Assault
Additionally, the North 
Bronx Healthcare Network 
will be hosting an educa-
tional accredited seminar 
“Diversity as a Key to Diet” 
on March 13th to mark this-
year’s Registered Dietitian 
Day.  The event will include 
several important speak-
ers from the nutritional 

and fi tness fi elds including 
Tomoko Okada, MS, RD, 
CNSC, CDN, and President 
of the Greater New York Di-
etetics Association.

Crossways Christian 
Church is hosting an  EAS-
TER KID’S FEST on Satur-
day, March 30, from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

The cost is free. Fami-
lies are invited a fun day at 
Crossway Christian Center, 
which will include an Eas-
ter Egg Hunt, face-painting, 
infl atable/carnival games, 
food and much more.

Crossway Christian Cen-
ter is located at 2730 Bruck-
ner Blvd., Bronx, NY 10465. 

Please contact Easter 
Kid’s Fest Coordinator, 
Reuben Cruz @ (646) 325-
8836, for more information 
or go to www.crosswaynyc.
com<http://www.cross -
waynyc.com/>

The Bronx Council on 
the Arts (BCA) and the Hun-
tington Free Library (HFL) 
continue their 2012-2013 
family-friendly craft work-
shop series at 12:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 16th at 
Westchester Square’s Hun-
tington Free Library with 
Doll Making with Alba Gar-

cia.
The workshop runs from 

12:30-3:00pm. The Hunting-
ton Free Library is located 
at 9 Westchester Square 
(next to the Apple Savings 
Bank). Admission to the 
workshop is free and it is 
open to the public. All are 
welcome, but space is lim-
ited. 

Reserve you seat at 
http://dol lmakingwork-
shop.eventbrite.com.

Doll-making with Alba 
Garcia is part of the free 
series of Third Saturday 
Family Craft Workshops 
presented by the Bronx 
Council on the Arts, the 
Huntington Free Library 
and NYC Council Member 
James Vacca through April 
20, 2013 at the Huntington 
Free Library. 

The 2012-2013 series con-
cludes at 12:30 p.m. on April 
20th as BCA presents Re-
cycle Art with Start Nigro. 
Join artist Star Nigro as she 
shows you cool and clever 
ways to make great eco art. 
Learn to construct a mas-
terpiece by creatively recy-
cling old & new elements. 
Make eco-logical art. 

Fun for everyone. Infor-

mation: 718-931-9500 x33, 
718-829-7770, or visit www.
bronxarts.org<http://www.
bronxarts.org/>.

For additional direc-
tions or information, call 
718-829-7770.

Pinch Restaurant and 
Dan Rooney’s Pub at the Em-
pire City Casino in Yonkers 
is recruiting for all Front of 
the House and Back of the 
House positions! 

Hiring managers are 
available for walk-in inter-
views every Monday from 
5pm-8pm in the Good Time 
Room, 3rd fl oor of the Em-
pire City Casino. They are 
looking for high energy, 
customer service focused 
individuals! Bring your re-
sume and a smile!

Qualifi ed candidates 
should have 2+ years expe-
rience ina fast paced res-
taurant environment. New 
location opening experi-
ence is a plus. Can’t attend 
our hiring event? 

Apply online atpinchre-
cruiting@yonkersraceway.
com.

Have a wonderful 
week! As always we can be 
reached at 718-823-0327.
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The Big East had its fi rst b-ball 
tournament in 1984. It was begun 
primarily as a a b-ball  confer-
ence where football powerhouses 
weren’t that welcome. However 
in the 1990’s the picture began to 
change and f-ball’s “big-bucks” 
began to exert pressure on the 
conference to change.                                                                            

Six schools (SYR, ND, PITT, 
BC, MIAMI, & VATECH), all big 
f-ball schools, withdrew to follow 
the money. Now there’s a big hoo-
haa brewing over seven Catholic 
schools banding together in order 
to return to the original idea of be-
ing a b-ball conference. John Fein-
stein (DC Post) gave some scenar-
ios,  “In the next few months, the 
league will formally decide what 
schools it will invite to join, no 
doubt after fi rst learning which 
ones will accept their invitation. It 
must also resolve two issues with 
its former conference: who gets to 
keep the Big East name and who 
might play their conference tour-
nament at Madison Square Gar-
den. The smart money is on the 
remaining Big East teams hang-
ing on for dear life to the confer-
ence name and MSG preferring 
the new league, which will have 
a number of glamour teams, to be 
its March tenant going forward.                                                                                                       

Of course, everyone involved 
will insist that those battles aren’t 
about money- which is exactly 
what they are about — period.” 
“Back in the day” when Catholic 
High Schools were started, the 
“Collars” started athletic intra-
murals as a way of burning off ex-

BY MIKE MORTON
Things just keep getting better 

for the Riverdale boy’s basketball 
team. 

Its good fortune continued just 
nine days after winning their fi rst 

share of the Ivy League regular sea-
son title since 1985. The top-seeded 
Falcons topped that by defeating 
No. 2 Poly Prep 67-63 to bring home 
its fi rst ever NYSAIS Class B cham-
pionship at Fieldston on Sunday. 

Riverdale will travel to Albany for 
the state Federation Class B tour-
nament starting March 22.

“I still can’t believe it,” Falcons 
coach Andrew Marinos said. “It’s 
like the best day of my life.  It’s un-

believable.”
To secure the victory, Marinos 

had to make a diffi cult call. Poly 
called a timeout with 5.0 seconds 
remaining after a free throw by se-
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Continued on Page 66

PIPE
DREAMS

By Bob Connolly

Things keep getting better for Riverdale boy’s basketball

Bronxite Gomez looks to continue his rise

“Once I put my mind to something, most likely I’m 
going to succeed.”

SHAVAR NEWKIRK....................................................PAGE 53

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Eddie Gomez and his punch-

ing power are already leaving a 
mark on the boxing world. 

The East Tremot native and 
junior middleweight earned the 
distinction of recording the fi rst 
knockout win ever at a Brook-
lyn’s Barclays Center last Octo-
ber. His powerful left hook sent 
Saul Benitez to the canvas early 
in the second round. The 20-year-
old called it an honor and a state-
ment. 

“It speaks for itself,” Gomez 
said. “It lets people know that I 
am up and coming.”

He fi rst noticed he had big-time 
power while winning two Junior 
Olympic titles. Gomez however 
says he doesn’t always look for a 
knockout. He won’t be necessar-
ily trying to add anothrer when 
he returns to the Barclays Center 
on March 9 to compete on the un-
dercard of the Bernard Hopkins 
vs. Tavoris Cloud main event.

The former John F. Kennedy 
high school honors student’s rise 
has been a swift one. The un-
beaten Gomez, who has seen eight 
of his 12 wins come by knockout, 
chose to turn pro and sign with 
Oscar De La Hoya’s Golden Boy 
promotions as a junior. He gave 
up a chance to possibly compete 
for an Olympic gold medal, but 
hasn’t regretted his choice. 

“Everything has been right 
with how we wanted it to go,” 
Gomez said. 

He has put pursing a col-
lege degree on hold for now, but 
doesn’t rule it out in the future. 
Gomez got into the sport at the 
age of nine with the encourage-
ment of his father Eddie Sr., who 
was a fi ghter in his native Hondu-
ras. Gomez showed natural abil-
ity right away.

“I was a new guy in the gym 
and I made [guys] cry the fi rst 
time I sparred with them,” he 
said. “Let me stick with this.” 

He stands just 5-foot-8, on the 
smaller end of the junior middle-
weight division. He credits his 
74-inch reach with allowing him 
to compete with taller fi ghters.  
He actually prefers competing 
against them. 

“They fi gure they can be out-

side and box with me,” Gomez 
said. “Mind you I can do the same 
thing that they do because I have 
the same exact reach.”  

He won’t treat his second ap-
pearance at Barclays Center any 
different than the fi rst. Big are-
nas don’t faze him considering 

his last win came at Madison 
Square Garden. Gomez’s concern 
is winning, putting on a show if 
he can and furthering his career 
and notoriety.

“I’ll be working to prove a 
point once again,” Gomez said. 
“Like I did last time.”

Eddie Gomez defeats Saul Benitez  in Junior Middleweight bout October 20, 2012   Photos By Tom Hogan/Hoganphotos

Big East- C
Seven

Continued on Page 66
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
The Monsignor Scan-

lan seniors never thought 
a championship was pos-
sible before this year. The 
Crusaders were the bot-
tom feeders of the CHSAA 
Class B division a year 
ago. 

The arrival of former 
Rice coach Dwayne Mitch-
ell, a little hard work and a 
new attitude has gave the 
program a fresh start and 
now a new name. Scanlan 
can call itself city champi-
ons for the fi rst time since 
2002 with a 59-48 win over 
Sacred Heart (Yonkers) 
in the Class B boys bas-
ketball title game Friday 
night at Fordham Univer-
sity. 

“You can’t buy this,” 
senior guard John Dewey 
said. “The richest man in 
the world can’t buy the ex-
perience I just had.”

The Crusaders (20-5) 
can thank a balanced at-
tack from its senior back-

court. Terell Duck scored 
a game-high 21 points, 
Dewey had 11 and Greg 
Wilkinson chipped in 10. 
Arjon Bequiri paced Sa-
cred Heart (15-11) with 17 
points and John Gause 
added 12. 

Duck was key to Scan-
lan taking control of the 
game in the third quar-
ter. He hit two treys in the 
frame. His fi nal one capped 
a capped a 7-0 Scanlan run 
after Sacred Heart tied the 
score at 32-32 with 2:38 re-
maining in the third. 

“He was big,” Mitchell 
said of Duck…“He’s been a 
pleasure to coach.”

The Crusaders, who 
were the benefi ciaries of a 
technical foul call against 
Sacred Heart with the 
score tied, got a Dewey 
layup to open the fourth 
for a 41-32 lead it would 
never relinquish.   

Scanlan, which has 
unbeaten in league play, 
doesn’t want this to be 

the last time it experi-
enced a champion. It will 
get another chance when 
it takes on the Monsignor 
Martin (Buffalo) winner 
in the Catholic state fi nal 
March 9 at 1 p.m. back at 
Fordham. 

“We wan to win them 
all,” Duck said. “We want 
to go tot the Federation 
[tournament], win that 
and bring that back to 
Scanlan.”  

Spellman’s come back 
falls short in Class A ti-
tle game: Domenic Arena 
scored 21 points for Spell-
man in a 46-41 loss to 
Nazareth. It denied the 
school’s its fi rst ever city 
title in its fi rst title game 
appearance since 1999. 

Arena connected on 
a 3-pointer from the top 
of the key and Jimmy 
Cassidy  (six points) made 
four straight free throws 
to cut an 11-point third 
quarter defi cit to 39-38 
with 2:37 left in the game. 

Nazareth responded with 
a 6-0 run to regain con-
trol.

“He’s just a gutsy kid,” 
Pilots coach Fred Opper 
said of Arena.

He credited Evan Car-
rillo with helping to hold 
Naz star Samson Usilo 
to just 14 points. Op-
per couldn’t have been 
prouder of his team and 

it’s season. 
“They are just a good 

bunch of kids,” the coach 
said. “They did every-
thing I asked from Day 
1.” 

Scanlan city champs

The Monsignor Scanlan boys basketball team celebrates its CHSAA Class B city title.  Photo by Joseph 
Staszewski

Wins CHSAA Class B city title

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
One minute Jaequan 

Brown was limping to 
the sideline with knee 
tendonitis and the next 
he was sending Wings 
back to the semifinals.

The senior guard was 
on the bench for a pos-
session with less than a 
minute to play. Brown 
made two frees after be-
ing fouled and landed 
hard on his knee. He 
was taken out quick as 
a precaution. None was 
needed.

Brown returned, still 
in pain, and hustled 
down court to put in the 
rebound of a Francisco 
Infante miss in transi-
tion with 20 seconds left 
to play in the game to put 
Wings up one. 

No. 7 South Shore 
missed two good looks 
for the win late and 
Brown’s basket stood up 
t give No. 3 Wings a 63-62 
victory in the PSAL 
Class AA boys basket-
ball quarterfinals Sat-

urday at St. John’s Uni-
versity. 

“I forgot all about my 
knee,” said Brown, who 
scored 14 points. “It just 
felt so go.”    

Things weren’t go-
ing well for Wings when 
South Shore took a 38-28 
lead early in the third 
quarter. It responded 
with a 13-2 run to take 
a 46-41 advantage with 
1:19 to go in the frame.

“We hit a couple of 
shots and we started 
rolling,” Wings coach 
Billy Turnage said. 

Infante scored 15 
points including a huge 
3-pointer with 2:31 left 
in the game and Desure 
Buie added 10. Doudmy 
Saint Hilaire paced 
South Shore with 15 
points. 

Turnage refused to let 
this game end that same 
the meeting with South 
Shore did in the regular 
season. Shamiek Shep-
pard (13 points) scored 
on tip in at the buzzer to 

give the Vikings (22-7) a 
double overtime victory. 

Wings (27-3) had two 
defenders on him with 
one second remaining 
and South Shore in-
bounding the ball under 
its own basketball. Da-
vid Tait (14 points) got a 
solid look from the left 
block, but missed. 

Turnage feels his 
team and his seniors are 
continually getting over-
looked as none have any 
college offers. They are 
extra motivated playing 
against teams with play-
ers such as Sheppard 
and point guard Ter-
rence Samuel heading to 
Towson and UConn re-
spectively.

“The way we have 
been successful in get-
ting our guys into 
schools is going deep 
into the playoffs,” Tur-
nage said. “I tell them 
the further we get the 
more [attention] you will 
be able to have.”

He and his team 

were not satisfied with 
reaching the semi-
finals for the fourth 
straight years. Wings 
has visions of gran-

deur. It wants to earn a 
trip to Madison Square 
Garden for the title 
game. 

“We want to be the 

first team to go to 
MSG,” Brown said. 
“We want to be the first 
Wings team to win a 
‘AA’ championship.”  

Vikings beat Wings in double  overtime victory

Wings Vikings Game
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BY WINSTON DINKINS
1st we must start with 

Adaria Reeves.  
On Saturday, February 

16th at the 106th Millrose 
Games, 7 years young Adaria 
won the Fastest Kid on the 
Block 8 years and under 55 
meter girls race.  Adaria qual-
ifi ed for the Millrose Games, 
with a second place fi nish in 
the trails at the New Balance 
Games.  Therefore, she was 
not the favor in the Millrose 
Games.  But with her hard 
work, she won the 55 meter 
race at the Millrose Games 
to claim the title of Fastest 8 
years and younger girl in the 
Tri-state area.  Go Adaria, 
job well done. For results go 
to http://branchsportstech.
com/2013_Meets/indoor/02-
16-millrose/Results17-1.htm

Next, Zodiacs had 9 Stu-
dent Athletes qualify for the 
39th Annual Colgate Wom-
en’s Games Finals.  It was 
an electrifying day.  All the 
athletes received green Col-
gate sweat suits and nice tro-
phies.  The Colgate Women 

Finalist represents the best 
girls’ student athletes in the 
tri-state area.  It seems that 
our children get better when 
the stakes are high.  Starting 
with Pearl Webster-Rutledge 
(shot put, mid-school), she 
throw her personal best of 
9.29 meters. Pearl took 2nd 
place in the fi nals and 4th 
place overall.  Then we had 
Andrea Amoroso (shot put - 
high school), who throw her 
personal best of 10.59 to take 
3rd place in the fi nals and 
3rd overall.  Andrea earns a 
$250 education grant.  Next, 
Adaria Reaves in the 55 me-
ters Elementary A Division.  
She ran 8.68 to earn her a 2nd 
place fi nish and 2nd overall 
for a $500 education grant.  
Also in the Elementary A di-
vision was Jada Mora, who 
was undefeated in the 55 me-
ters hurdles.  Jada continue 
that winning streak at the 
fi nals with a time of 11.88 to 
earn her a $1000 educational 
grant.  In the Elementary B 
division, we had Jalina Rob-
inson, Lisha McKenzie and 

Jasmyn Phillips competing 
in the 55 meter hurdles and it 
was an incredible race, with 
Lisha taking 2nd, Jasmyn 
3rd and Jalina 4th.  In the 
overall standing point count 
from all 6 weeks, Jasmyn 
took 2nd, earning a $500 ed-
ucational grant, Lisha took 
4th and Jalina 5th.  In the 
Mid-school 55 meter race 
division, we had 2 girls, Su-
kanya Wade and Tiara Wil-
liams. Tiara took 3rd overall 
and earn a $250 education 
grant and Sukanya (injured 
hamstring) fi nish 5th over-
all.  This was a hard 6 weeks 
for these student athletes.  
They had to balance school 
work and practice, and they 
still were able to compete at 
a high level.  Great job ladies, 
job well done.  For results go 
to http://www.colgategames.
com/results.htm

Zodiacs compete all year 
round in multiple events 
from cross country, in-door 
and out-door track and fi eld 
meets.  Our children learn 
how to balance sports and ed-

ucation.  Anyone interested 
in joining the Zodiacs Track 
Team, we will be having our 
semiannual orientation soon.  

For additional information 
visit our web site www.Zo-
diacstrack.org or contact 
President Thomas Francis at 

718-679-2060 or Co-president 
Winston Dinkins at 914-441-
6196, email WATCLT@AOL.
COM. 

Zodiac athletes have incredible three weeks  

ZODIACS

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI 
Shavar Newkirk’s 

mind was set on doing 
whatever it took to win. 
His body needed a little 
convincing.

The Cardinal Hayes 
star guard’s knees have 
been bothering him 
and limited his lift on 
layups and free throws. 
Newkirk didn’t pay it 
any mind. 

Instead he made re-
lentless drive to the 
hoop after relentless 
drive and helped Car-
dinal Hayes best Arch-
bishop Molloy 63-62 in 
the CHSAA Class AA 
intersectional boys 
basketball quarterfi-
nals Sunday at Ford-
ham University. 

“Once I put my mind 
to something, most 
likely I’m going to suc-
ceed,” Newkirk said. 

He poured in a 
game-high 28 points, 
including a miraculous 
t h r e e - qu a r t er - c ou r t 
shot to tie the score at 
52-52 after three quar-
ters. Newkirk put his 

team ahead for good 
with baseline drive and 
added two free throws 
to make it 67-64 with 
1:19 left in the game, 
after missing six total 
already.  

“He’s a tough kid,” 
Hayes coach Joe Lods 
said. “He likes contact. 
We can put him on the 
football team and he’d 
start at safety.”

A Cardinals (21-7) 
one-point lead wasn’t 
safe after a turnover 
on an inbounds pass 
gave Molloy the ball 
back with 15 seconds 
left. Hayes forced the 
Stanners (19-6), who 
were led by C. J. Davis’ 
23 points, to call time 
out with 4.8 ticks to go. 
Hayes guarded the last 
second inbound play to 
perfection, forced a con-
tested Isacha Tucker 
3-pointer that was off 
the mark. 

Hayes advances to 
the semifinals to face 
B r o o k l y n / Q u e e n s 
champion Christ the 
King. The players want 

to get over the hump 
and reach the final af-
ter losing in the semis 
last season and prove 
they are champions. 

“We have been 
doubted by everybody,” 
“ Everybody thought 
we were going to lose 
the game today.”  

St. Raymond upset 
by Archbishop Stepi-
nac, ends title reign: 
Poor free throw shoot-
ing and a balanced 
Stepinac club ended 
the Ravens hopes of de-
fending their city title, 
68-51 in the quarterfi-
nals. 

M o n m o u t h - b o u n d 
guard Josh James 
scored 22 points, in-
cluding the 1,000th of 
his career for the Cru-
saders (20-7), which 
split its two meetings 
with St. Ray’s (18-9) dur-
ing the regular season. 
Naim Thomas added 18 
points. Shawn Jones led 
the Ravens, the Arch-
diocesan champions, 
with 13 points and Luis 
Santos chipped in 10. 

First-year Raven 
coach Jorge Lopez 
knew Stepinac could be 
a tough matchup for his 
club coming into the 
game. He deem the sea-
son with a young tem a 
success. 

“A lot of teams 
thought we would be a 
.500 team,” Lopez said. 
“I think we proved a lot 
of those critics wrong.” 

The game got away 
from St. Rays in the 
third quarter thanks to 
an 8-0 Stepinac run that 
put it up 43-32 with 2:50 
left in the fame. The 
Ravens missed seven 
free throws and three 
front ends of 1-and-1’s 
in the fourth quarter 
leaving the, unable to 
rally. Scoring from the 
charity stripe was a 
strength all season, but 
not in their final game.    

“Everyone on the 
team is a good free 
throw shooter so when 
we miss it’s like we 
are not really playing 
our game today.” Jones 
said. 

Newkirk powers Cardinal Hayes into CHSAA semifi nals

Cardinal Hayes’s Shavar Newkirk goes up for a lay up.  Photo by 
William Thomas
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nior Nicholas Raven put Riv-
erdale up by three with just 
12.7 seconds left.

Marinos made the deci-
sion to foul Poly on the in-
bounds pass, sending fresh-
man Najee Taylor to the line, 
instead of giving it a chance 
to tie. Taylor, who scored a 
game-high 18 points, made 
one of two free throws, to 
cut the score to 65-63. Two 
more made free throws from 
Raven (17 points) iced the 
game. 

“We’ve had that perse-
verance all season,” Raven 
said

Marinos said the decision 
to foul came from browsing 
the Internet months ago. 
He came across a blog that 
showed that fouling in that 
situation was statistically 
the correct call. That didn’t 
stop him from second guess-
ing himself.

“All the sudden you 
think it’s a good idea, and 
then you’re nervous,” Mari-
nos said.

The decision might not 
have been needed if Wet-
zler didn’t come up big the 
Falcons trailed 11-0 just 2:30 

into the game.  Riverdale 
fi nished the fi rst quarter 
on a 13-4 run of its own Wet-
zler scored his team’s fi rst 
10 points of the game. Kyle 
Friedman added 15 points.

“Even though I was the 

one scoring, the team was 
doing everything,” Wetzler 
said.  “I just gave us the push 
to keep going.”

A raucous crowd consist-
ing of family members and 
students aided Riverdale in 

the victory.  These fans were 
loud throughout the sec-
ond half, giving Riverdale 
a home court feel.  The fi -
nal buzzer sent the students 
rushing onto the court in 
celebration.

The championship win 
was made sweeter by the 
fact that people did not give 
Riverdale the respect it de-
served throughout the sea-
son, according to the play-
ers.

“We knew we were better 
than other people thought 
we were,” Friedman said. 
“But to win the league and 
win this tournament has 
been absolutely insane for 
us.” 

Things keep getting better for Riverdale boy’s basketball
From Page 63

Riverdale celebrates its NYSAISAA Class B boys basketball title.  Photo by Steven Schnibbe

cess teenage energy in or-
der to keep the lads too tired 
to get into trouble. The next 
step, of course, was CYO 
leagues, with players AND 
exuberant rooters which 
became the CHSAA. The 
intramurals were made up 
of track- especially cross-
country (that doesn’t have 
many fans in attendace) 
and basketball- both low 
participant-cost sports.   

When the Big East Con-
ference was started it was 
as a b-ball conference.    

Olympic Wrestling

“The Couch Slouch,” 
Norman Chad gave his 
thoughts about the IOC 
dropping Wrestling as an 
Olympic sport. “How do you 
drop wrestling from the 
Summer Games? Heck, if 
the International Olympic 
Committee ran NASA, it 
might eliminate astronauts 
from the space program.

Wrestling is about as 

pure and organic of athletic 
competition as it gets: You 
try to outmaneuver your op-
ponent with your mind and 
your body. It’s like a Cali-
fornia gubernatorial race, 
minus the PAC money.

Wrestling made its fi rst 
appearance at the ancient 
Olympics in 708 B.C., or four 
years before Bob Costas an-
chored his fi rst Games.

The Olympics without 
wrestling is like McDon-
ald’s without French fries.                                                                                       
Best I can tell, the IOC’s baf-
fl ing decision to drop wres-
tling is tied to television; 
apparently, wrestling’s 
not a prime draw with 
the younger TV audience.                                                                       
Alas, the world revolves 
around the 18-to-34 demo-
graphic; I half-expect the 
Vatican to name One Di-
rection as the next pope.                                                                            
(Here’s what you need to 
know about today’s Olym-
pics: It has less to do with 
“Citius, Altius, Fortius” and 
more to do with “Cashius, 

Wealthius, Greedius.-
”Faster, Higher, Stronger).                                                                                                                                 

Another idea: In ancient 
Greece, wrestlers trained 
and competed in the nude. 
That’s right, naked wres-
tlers — you think that might 
move the meter? Also, back 
then, many matches ended 
in death. Sure, you’d create 
the problem of having to re-
place your athletic pool ev-
ery year, but — and I hate to 
give the IOC and NBC any 
ideas — wrestling-to-the-
death would produce ginor-
mous ratings, no?” 

The Cano Drama                                                                                
Robinson Cano’s con-

tract is due to expire next 
year and there are rum-
blings being heard al-
ready about who will back 
up their cash fi lled semi- 
trailer to Cano’s door. Wal-
lace Matthews (ESPNNY.
com) pointed out that “Rob-
inson Cano is a great hitter 
and one of the smoothest-
fi elding second basemen I 
have ever seen. His num-

bers the past four seasons 
have been outstanding 
-- since 2009, his average 
season has been 29 HRs, 101 
RBIs and a .316 BA -- and 
many in the Yankees orga-
nization think he can be 
even better than that.” The 
problem for the Yankees, as 
I see it, will be the new con-
tract’s length. They were 
deeply wounded by A-Rod’s 
10 year $275M deal that still 
has 6 years left on it. What 
the Yankees might offer is 
5 years at a higher per year 
rate and easily attainable 
performance goals and op-
tions.                         Hope-
fully this won’t turn into an 
A-Rod Curse.                             

Johnny Football

This year’s Heisman 
Trophy winner, “Johnny 
Football” Manziel is a 
Freshman (the 1st to win 
the trophy) student-ath-
lete who was redshirted 
by Texas A&M. This se-
mester he enrolled in four 
sports management classes 

all to be taken on-line be-
cause he said “He creates 
a stir whenever he shows 
up at school.” Bob Molin-
aro (HamptonRoads.com) 
commented, “To escape 
Manziel Mania, he said 
he won’t come to campus 
for non-football activities 
more than once a month.                                                                                         
That seems a little extreme, 
though let’s be clear about 
one thing: Manziel isn’t 
violating NCAA rules by 
learning online. He’s care-
ful to say that he and his 
parents have met with 
A&M compliance offi cials 
to make sure everything is 
on the up and up.       If this 
is a case of Elvis leaving the 
building, the A&M group-
ies need to get a grip. Or 
is it possible that Manziel 
may be exaggerating his 
impact on fellow students?                                               
Sure, Johnny Football is a 
big celebrity. We get that. 
Texas A&M has never had 
an athlete this well-known. 
But Tim Tebow was a god 

at Florida, yet still walked 
among the Gator unwashed 
after winning the Heisman 
as a sophomore. It was the 
same, more or less, with 
Robert Griffi n III at Bay-
lor. You didn’t hear stories 
about them fl eeing campus 
to avoid the crush of fans.”                          

Chance For Yankees

Giancarlo Stanton is a 
22-year old outfi elder who 
just fi nished his third year 
in the NL- he was an all-
star who received some 
MVP votes. He had 93HRs, 
232RBIs in those 3 years 
and .903 average OPS. The 
Yanks have two chances- 
slim and none.  

Dopey Fans

What’s wrong with these 
people? One day after that 
horrifi c display of horse-
power mayhem at the Day-
tona speedway, race-fans 
were sitting in the same 
seats where the front of a 
race car went over the fence 
and car parts were found as 
far back as the 45th row.                                                                

Pipe Dreams: Olympic wrestling; Dopey fans
From Page 63
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Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)

EASY PAYMENT

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For existing non-

FOR
JUST

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 03/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ZOOM!
$399

EXPIRES 03/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

Values in Action 
award winner

Bon Secours New York 
Health System, Schervier 
Nursing Care Center an-
nounces that Ann Marie 
Brown is the  January 2013 
Values in Action award 
winner.

Schervier Nursing 
Care Center presents the 
Values in Action award 
monthly to  honor an in-
dividual who embodies 
the core values that Bon 
Secours upholds,  includ-
ing delivering a high qual-
ity of care and service to 
each resident with  com-
passion, respect, integrity 
and justice. 

Deserving candidates 
are nominated  for the 
award by their peers for 
going above and beyond to 
provide an extra  measure 
of care. 

Brown, a key team 
member in Schervier’s 
dietary department, was  
selected for the award, for 
consistently contributing 
to enjoyable dining  expe-
riences for each resident.

“Ann Marie is well-de-
serving of this award, as 

she is admired by many of 
her  colleagues, and truly 
appreciated by our resi-
dents,” said Stephen Ka-
zanjian,  director of Mis-
sion at Schervier Nursing 
Care Center.   

“She goes above and 
beyond her role in the di-
etary department, striving 
to provide residents with 
exceptional experiences 
every time they visit our 
dining facility. Ann Marie 
is always very polite and 
a positive individual. She 
takes the time to form re-
lationships with each resi-
dent and learn their pref-
erences, to deliver a more 
personable service and ex-
perience.”

Brown was recognized 
as January’s Values in Ac-
tion award recipient at a 
ceremony held on Thurs-
day, February 7,  

Brown’s achievements 
were celebrated and she 
was presented with a cer-
tificate of excellence and a 
small gift by Kazanjian.

BY DR. WILLIAM WOLFSON
Reprints from 

The Huffington Post
 Tooth Fairy Letters From 
Kids Prove We Are Raising 

A Nation Of Negotiators
 A recent survey lays 

the Tooth Fairy’s financial 
habits bare -- according to 
Delta Dental’s annual poll, 
she offered kids over 15 
percent more money per 
tooth last year than she 
did in 2011. 

But can a nation’s re-
lationship with one of its 
most prominent magical 
celebrities be measured by 
sterile statistics alone? We 
think not. When it comes 
to evaluating the Tooth 
Fairy’s role in modern 
life, it clearly makes more 
sense to look for insight 
in the words and pictures 
of our youngest citizens. 
The following sample, col-
lected from the HuffPost 
Parents community, is 
far from scientific, but we 
suspect it accurately re-
flects a prominent trend 

in Tooth Fairy correspon-
dence: everyone just wants 
to make a deal.

The Negotiator
Author: Gabby
Dear Tooth Fairy,
I lost a tooth yesterday.  

I have a hole in my mouth 
to prove it!  I threw away 
my tooth when I was eating 
Pizza.  Can I still get tooth 
money?  I know your con-
tract has fine print.  Can 
we please make a deal?

Thank you, Gabriella
The Response Re-

quested
Author: Rylie
Dear Tooth FAiry, I 

have been saving money 
for a long time and I had 
been saving for an ipad or 
ipod and I was wondering 
if I could get more money 
than my tooth is worth?  
Yes___  No___

The Boss
Author: Emma
Dear Tooth Fairy,  I am 

sorry I dont have apt bldg 
for my tooth. My tooth will 
be on this piece of peper-

doni.  Grab the tooth  just 
leave the MUNNY

The Kid Who Thinks 
It’s Christmas

Author: Dante
Dear Tooth Fairy, Do 

you remember the last 
note how I wanted a Lego 
kit.  Well forget about that.  
This time I want a Yankees 

doler.  I pold my tooth awt.
The Switcheroo
Author: Emerson
Dear Tooth Farei, 

My tooth wint down the 
drane.  It was an accident.  
Will you take this eyelash 
instead?

The “Twilight” Special
Author: Harlan
I swolod my tooth so i 

am replasing it with this 
vampire tooth  Plese geve 
me some monie

The Importance Of Be-
ing Earnest

Author: Michael

Dear Tooth Fairy, My 
tooth fell out and i swal-
lowed it on accident.  I 
sware i telling the truth  
Can yiu give me some 
money please  Thank you

The J’Accuse!
Author: Jessica
Why didn’t you take my 

tooth last night.  I got re-
ally sad.  When I woke up 
there was my tooth under 
my pillow  it was heart-
breaking  Why tooth fairy  
why-from Jessica not Lilly

Author: Jessica
Please remember that 

many adult dental prob-
lems can be avoided by 
regular dental visits by 
young children.  The pe-
diatric dentist can deter-
mine if the jaw has room 
for all the adult teeth, and 
steps can be taken early to 
avoid the need for braces 
as an adult.  That alone is 
worth the trip!

Dr. Wolfson is director 
of  Morris Park Dental As-
sociates, 960 Morris Park 
Ave. Call 718-377-6453  for 
info.
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914.965.2400
561 Central Park Ave.Yonkers, NY 10704
SE HABLA ESPAÑOL Mon-Thur: 9-8, Fri: 9-6,  

Sat: 9-5, Sun: Closed. 

*Offers cannot be combined w/prior ads and are subj. to change without notice. Pymts incl. all incentives to dlr. All adv. pricing incl all costs to be paid by a consumer except lic, reg, & taxes. Must take deliv-
ery from dealer’s stock by 3/13/13. *Total Payments/Purchase Opt. / Rebates: Malibu:$3924/$14,758, $1000 lease conquest-must qual. Equinox: $5724/$15,259, $1000 lease conquest-must qual. Traverse: 
$6804/$20,669, $2000 lease conquest-must qual. Cruze: $3564/$11,266.05, $1000 lease conquest-must qual. Volt: $10,764/$25,097.80. §All prices include all rebates - †Subj. to primary lender approval and 
required qualifications & terms; credit severity may alter rates, terms, down payment, see dealer for comp. details. Adv. leases are based on 10k per yr/25¢ over- age. All lease prices must be financed by dealer to 
qual.  Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear/maintenance. OnStar with turn-by-turn navi: based on a no charge 6 mos. subscription from GM. Photos are for illust. purposes only. Not resp. for typo errors. DMV#2600376.

4dr, 4cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
fwd, tilt, cruise. Stk#13274. MSRP $19,095. 
Due at signing: $2013 down+$595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

4dr, 4cyl, auto, power 
steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/A/C, 
XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, 
tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
FWD, tilt, cruise. 
Stk#13119. MSRP 
$25,015. Due at sign-
ing: $2013 down+ 
$595 bank fee+tax/
tags. Incl. rebates§

New 2013 Chevyy

Malibu LS
$109

*

Per Mo.  36 Mo. Lease

5dr, 6cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
tilt, cruise. Stk#13207. MSRP $33,885. 
Due at signing: $2013 down+$595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

5dr, 4cyl, auto, power steer/ABS/windows/
locks/ mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
tilt, cruise, fwd. Stk#13272. MSRP $25,015. 
Due at signing: $2013 down+$595 bank 
fee+tax/tags. Incl. rebates§

4dr, 4cyl/electric, auto, pwr steer/ABS/
wind/lks/mirr/A/C, XMRadio/CD, OnStar, 
remote keyless entry, tilt, cruise, Bluetooth, 
tilt, cruise. 17" whls, Stk#13278. MSRP 
$39,995. Due at signing: $2013 down+1st 
pymnt+ $595 bank fee+tax/tags.

New 2013 Chevy 

Cruze LS
New 2013 Chevy 

Traverse AWD LS
New 2013 Chevy 

Equinox LS
New 2013 Chevy 

Volt

Per Mo.  36 Month LeasePer Mo.  36 Month LeasePer Mo.  36 Month Lease Per Mo.  36 Month Lease

APR FOR UP
TO 72 MOs.

g §

36 M th

$99 *

g §

36 M th

$159 *

g §

36 M th

$189 *

py g

36 M th

$299 *

NO1ST PYMNT.
SEC. DEPOSIT NO1ST PYMNT.

SEC. DEPOSIT NO1ST PYMNT.
SEC. DEPOSIT

tags. Incl. rebates§ Per M

Chevy New2013ChNew 2013 CNew 2013 CChhevy

1ST PYMNT.
SEC. DDEPOOSSSSSSSIIIIIIIITTTTT 1ST PYMNT.

SEC. DEPOSIT

NNew 22013C

SEC.

N 2013Ch N 2

S

AVAILABLE
on select models w/approved credit †


