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Rally against dangerous Pel. Pkwy. sidewalk
Continued on Page 4

Continued on Page 4 Continued on Page 9

Neighbors
tour ‘temp’

housing
STUCK

AGAINST
A WALL

New construction too close for comfort

RALLY AT BRONX COURTHOUSE
Photo by Alex Belisle

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
A legal road block maybe in 

the way of ripping up a dangerous 
Pelham Parkway South sidewalk.

A dozen local residents gath-
ered on the steps on the Bronx 
County Court House on Monday, 
Jan. 14 to rally in support of their 
year long plea to rip up the side-
walk, installed along the mall side 
of the parkway during major park-

way re-constructiont.
City lawyers argued before Su-

preme Court Justice Howard Sher-
man that  the lawsuit, which claims 
the new sidewalk dangerously nar-
rows Pelham Parkway South to 
emergency vehicles, should be dis-
missed because it was filed after the 
four-month filing deadline. 

William Madonna, attorney 
for the 16 plaintiffs, argued  the suit 

was filed well within that time.
“The city is making a motion 

to have the residents’ petition dis-
missed because of the statute of lim-
itations, which they claim was four 
months from March. But we’re say-
ing it should be from June because 
that’s the last correspondence that 
city made with Councilman Vacca, 
saying that they were not going to 

BY DAVID CRUZ
Skeptical Bronx neighbors got 

a first hand look last week inside a 
“temporary” supportive housing fa-
cility in Pelham Bay.

 Some walked always pleased, 
others remained on the fence.

But they did get one positive 
step - the nonprofit sponsor agreed 
to create a community advisory 
board, with follow-up meetings 
planned.

They gathered at the Pelham 
Grand, a long-vacant, modestly posh 
five-story building.  Last month, 62 
tenants recuperating from mental 
illness moved in after their perma-
nent housing in Queens was com-
pletely gutted by Hurricane Sandy.  

They’re looked after by Ser-
vices for the UnderServed, an expe-
rienced nonprofit with 14 facilities 
in the Bronx.  

Sponsored by Community 
Board 10, the get-together included a 
tour of the building and a question-
and-answer session with SUS Chief 
Operating Officer Dr. Yves Ades.

Besides 24/7 security, Dr. Ades 
explained the building was retrofit-
ted with surveillance cameras and 
emergency panic bars on doors. 

Some tenants, many working 
or attending school, have been liv-
ing under SUS sponsored care for 
years, he said.   

“Tenants are happy to stay 
in a place that’s safe,” he said, re-
assuring tour members that his 
group will leave once the six-to-nine 
month lease expires.  “We do not in-
tend to stay in this community.”  

The Tour 
SUS personnel guided neigh-

bors along the softly-lit corridors, 
equipped with beige carpeting and 
framed oil paintings.  

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER BOWLING NIGHT

Photo by Silvio Pacifico

Having a bowl!  Ty Bernardi works on his bowling swing at Van Nest Lanes 
at the annual Bowling Night sponsored by the Father’s Club of St. Francis 
Xavier Church.  Several dozen neighbors lined up the lane  Jan. 5 for a 
good cause, raising nearly $1000 for the church and school.   

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
These Pelham Bay homeown-

ers are literally up against the wall. 
Patty Justiniano and her hus-

band Fernando never dreamed 
when they bought their home 13 
years ago that the view out the win-
dows on one side of their two-family 
house would would be a cinder 
block wall.

That’s exactly what happened 
when a developer at 3529 Bruckner 
Blvd. recently began putting up a 14-
unit apartment building next door.

 Yet the project appears to per-
fectly comply with the R-7-1 zoning 
in the area, which a number of city 
officials said allows building right 
up to their property line.

“There should be some stipula-
tion that if you are building next to 
existing property, then you have to 
leave some space,” said Justiniano. 
“I am basically going to have to 
brick up every window on that side 
of my house.” 

There are full-size windows, 
and several smaller basement win-
dows, on the northern side of her 
house at 3525 Bruckner Blvd., along 
with gutters which will block sun-
light, she said.

Measurements taken by a re-
porter show a scant 12 inches be-
tween the walls of the Justiniano’s 
home and the building being con-
structed next door. 
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BY DAVID CRUZ
A colossal relic link-

ing two boroughs to the 
past is getting a $61 million 
facelift.  

City, state and federal 
officials broke ground 
(again) Jan. 11 on the High 
Bridge, the 1,200-foot-long 
pedestrian bridge tucked 
in its namesake neighbor-
hood.

 The suspended walk-
way connects Highbridge 
in the Bronx to the Wash-
ington Heights section 
of Manhattan, offering a 
vast, breathtaking view of 
the Harlem River.  

“Generations of chil-
dren who grew up here 
have been cut off by Man-
hattan’s High Bridge Park,” 
said Mayor Bloomberg, an-
nouncing the groundbreak-
ing with students from New 
Settlement School.  “Those 
days will soon be over.”  

Work will start within 
the next few weeks.  Sever-
al add-ons to the landmark 
bridge include new street 
lamps, safety fencing and 

handicapped-accessible 
ramps.    

The city’s oldest pe-
destrian bridge, bypassing 
the Brooklyn Bridge by 33 
years, is symbolic of a by-
gone era. 

 “It connects our 
past and present,” said 
Bloomberg.   

“I can walk safely 
to the bridge to see my 
grandmother who lives in 
Washington Heights,” said 
Jocselyn Fuentes, a sixth 
grader at New Settlement 
School.

  A High Bridge histo-
rian, Jocselyn has brushed 
up her knowledge of the 
famed bridge, interview-
ing those who recalled the 
bridge’s luster.  

Standing on towering 
arches, the Romanesque 
bridge was originally de-
signed as a filtration sys-
tem 165 years ago, harness-
ing water from the Croton 
River into the Manhattan’s 
High Bridge water tower.   

“When it was built, 
it immediately became a 

tourist attraction,” said 
Bronx historian Lloyd Ul-
tan.  “There was an amuse-
ment park and several ho-
tels on the Bronx side.”  

Efforts to revitalize 
High Bridge go back to the 
late 1980s, yet funding was 
always scant.  

City officials led the 
way in restoring the bridge 
in 2005 through the PlaNYC 
initiative with Congress-
man Jose Serrano covering 
the balance, earmarking $5 
million in federal funds.  

“It is truly a bridge 
that will bring people to-
gether,” said Serrano, 
adding many Highbridge 
residents have relatives in 
Washington Heights and 
vice-versa.  

Work on the bridge is 
expected to wrap up in fall 
of 2014.

  “It’s opening will 
be a great symbol of a 
very bright future,” said 
Bloomberg.  

Reach reporter Da-
vid Cruz at 718-742-3383 or 
dcruz@cnglocal.com. 

Face-lift for High Bridge

On a high.  Mayor Mike Bloomberg announces the $61 rehab project for High Bridge.  
Photo by Alexander Belisle

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
With the Bronx turn-

ing a new page with the 
start of the new year, 
Bronxites were turning a 
LOT of pages last year.

A new report by the 
Center for an Urban Future 
shows that Bronx had the 
fastest growth in public li-
brary usage of any borough 
over the last decade, with 
the Bronx’s 35 public li-
brary branches experienc-
ing a 102% increase in cir-
culation and 134% jump in 
program attendance since 
2002. 

The report documents 
19 of the 35 local branches 
at least doubled their atten-
dance since 2002.

Gesille Dixon, branch 
manager for 18 locations 
in the borough including 
Parkchester, Westchester 
Square, City Island and 
Clason’s Point, said she 
thinks the increase in cir-
culation and attendance is 
mainly due to staff getting 

out into the community and 
letting people know about 
programs at each branch. 

Bringing people 
back

“I think we’ve started 
realizing that engaging 
people with educational 
programming is bringing 
people back,” she said.

 “Everyone is afraid of 
the digital age coming and 
libraries going away, but I 
think it is quite the oppo-
site. A lot of people come in 
wanting to know about the 
library app,  and a lot of our 
staff has been trained in 
these devices. A lot of our 
programming and technol-
ogy classes have focused on 
training people how to use 
their own devices.”

Deborah Acosta, 
branch manager for the 
Pelham Bay Library on 
Middletown Road, said she 
thinks library usage has 
increased over the years 
because the need for tech-
nology has gone up.

“When we open in 
the morning, people are 
waiting outside to use the 

computers. As soon as kids 
get out of school, they are 
coming into use them,” she 
said. “Quite a few of our pa-
trons don’t have computers 
at home, so this is the only 
place they can use one.”

Shrinking hours
But while the report 

shows Bronx libraries serv-
ing a record number of resi-
dents, they are open fewer 

hours than most other large 
urban library systems, due 
to the growing digital age.

The report shows 
that circulation at library 
branches in the Bronx 
reached 5.36 million in 2011 
while 347,859 people in the 
borough attended educa-

Local library branches score for busiest in New York City
tion programs. 

Four local branches 
had the highest program 
attendance in the city. 

Despite the positive 
trends, the report notes 
that the Bronx still has the 
lowest circulation per capi-
ta of any borough.

 The study points out 
that the New York Public 
Library invested nearly 
$110 million in new build-
ings and major renovations 
in the Bronx over the last 
decade, including the $40 
million Bronx Library Cen-
ter, which moved into a new 
five-story building near 
Fordham Road in 2006.

After renovations 
were finished on the Grand 
Concourse branch in 2003, 
program attendance grew 
from about 4,000 per year 
to well over 18,000, and cir-
culation rose 113%.

 A new High Bridge 
branch opened in 2010, and 
circulation shot up 170%, 
while program attendance 

rose 275%.
Diaz support
According to the re-

port, libraries in the Bronx 
have benefited from strong 
support from Borough 
President Ruben Diaz Jr. 
over the last decade. 

Between 2003 and 2012, 
the Borough President’s of-
fice spent $14.37 per person 
on libraries, compared to 
$24.33 per person from the 
Queens Borough President 
and less than $8 per person 
from the borough presi-
dents in Brooklyn, Manhat-
tan and Staten Island.

Overall, the report 
found New York City’s pub-
lic libraries are serving 
more people in more ways 
than ever before and have 
become an increasingly 
critical part of the city’s 
human capital system, 
while being undervalued 
by policy makers and fac-
ing growing threats in to-
day’s digital age.

When we open in the morning, 
people are waiting outside to use the 
computers. As soon as kids get out 
of school, they are coming in to use 
them. Quite a few patrons don’t have 

computers at home, so this is the only 
place they can use one.

Deborah Acosta
Branch Manager, Pelham Bay Library

Serrano earmarks $5 million in federal funds
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BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
With a nasty flu bug 

laying the city low, the 
Bronx was reported still 
standing so far, if even on 
wobbly feet.

Most hospitals were re-
porting a brisk trade in snif-
fling, aching patients.

Local schools, gener-
ally a breeding ground for 
spreading cold bugs, are 
however reporting minimal 
absenteeism.

Infectious disease ex-
perts at Montefiore are urg-
ing Bronxites to get vacci-
nated against influenza in 
one of the most severe and 
longest flu seasons in a de-
cade. 

“Our clinics and emer-
gency departments are 
overwhelmingly busy with 
a significant increase in 
both adult and pediatric flu 
cases,” said Dr. Brian Cur-
rie, vice president and medi-
cal director for research at 
Montefiore Medical Center. 

“We have seen an increase 
in the influx of flu patients 
over recent weeks with as 
many as 40% of people seek-
ing care in our emergency 
departments testing posi-
tive for influenza.”  

Cases up
Dr. Nathan Litman, 

director of the Division of 
Infectious Diseases at The 
Children’s Hospital at Mon-
tefiore, said the number of 
cases at Montefiore are defi-
nitely up, compared to last 
year’s mild flu season.

“As of Jan. 5, we prob-
ably have about 500 to 1000 
positive tests,” Litman said. 
“Although, there maybe 
more patients that weren’t 
tested that have been diag-
nosed with the flu. We should 
be reporting another number 
within a week or so.” 

To manage the surge of 
patients, the hospital is ex-
tending hours at several of its 
community urgent care sites. 

Bronx East Urgent Care 

Center at 2300 Westchester 
Avenue will now be open 
Monday-Friday – 9 a.m. to 10 
p.m. and Saturday-Sunday – 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Grand Concourse Ur-
gent Care Center at 2532 
Grand Concourse will be 
open Monday-Friday – 2 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. and Saturday-Sun-
day – 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Family Care Center at 
3444 Kossuth Avenue  will 
be open Monday-Friday — 
5 to 9 p.m. and every other 

Saturday beginning Jan. 19 
from  8:30 a.m. to 5p.m.

Vaccines available
Although the number 

of confirmed flu cases in the 
Bronx are up, Litman said 
the hospital has not experi-
enced any shortage in the 
flu vaccinations. 

Officials at St. Barna-
bas Hospital also said the 
number of confirmed cases 
of the flu at the hospital is 
up  — 25% from last year. 

“The hospital has in-
creased its staff in response,” 
said hospital spokesman 
Howard Matzner. “And the 
emergency room is open 
24/7 for anyone who needs 
it.”

 But  officials at Jacobi 
Medical Center said the 
number of reported cases 
remains the same as last 
year. 

“While it’s definitely 
true the city is seen as hav-
ing an upswing in flu cases, 
that has not been true here 

at Jacobi,” said spokesman 
John Doyle. “Our numbers 
remain relatively stable at 
this time.”

Schools okay
While the number of 

confirmed flu cases has def-
initely increased this year, 
it seems to have no effect on 
attendance rates at the bor-
ough’s schools. 

“We haven’t seen 
swings in the attendance 
rate,” said Margie Feinberg, 
a spokesperson for the NYC 
Department of Education. 

Nearly 20,000 cases of 
influenza have been report-
ed in New York this season, 
compared to the 4,404 cases 
reported last year.

On Saturday, Jan. 12, 
Gov. Cuomo declared a state-
wide public health emer-
gency, making it easier for 
anyone ages six months to 
18 years old to get flu shots 
from pharmacies. 

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. said he is ask-

Bronxites urged to get vaccinated against fl u bug
ing “that all, not just those 
who are most vulnerable, 
but ALL Bronxites get the 
flu shot.”

FLU TIPS:
Helpful tips to avoid the 

flu, from Montefiore Medi-
cal Center.

-Get vaccinated. Flu 
season is expected to con-
tinue through the spring.

- Wash hands whenever 
touching surfaces in public 
places.

- Avoid coughing and 
sneezing into hands, instead 
use the crux of your elbow.

- If you are sick, stay 
home. The risk of transmit-
ting the virus is too risky.  

- Those with severe 
symptoms or with a chronic 
medical condition should 
visit the emergency depart-
ment.

-Those at greatest risk 
of complications from flu 
are children under age two, 
pregnant women and adults 
over 65.

Clinics and emergency departments are ‘overwhelmingy busy’ with cases

We have seen 
an increase in 

the infl ux of fl ue 
patients over 
recent weeks.

Dr. Brian Currie
Montefi ore

REGISTER NOW!
FREE OR LOW COST SCHOOL READINESS / EARLY EDUCATION

OPEN FROM 8AM TO 6PM MONDAY-FRIDAY
About the curriculum: Creative Curriculum, along with our excellent and qualifi ed teachers, gives children the 

cognitive, social and emotional skills they will need for the next big step: Kindergarten. The curriculum is aligned 
with New York State Pre-Kindergarten Learning Standards.

Mt. Eden Day Care is NOW accepting registration for children ages 3 & 4.
If your child qualifi es next year, get on the waiting list now!!

718-684-4790  Fax: 718-583-9664
Contact: Ms. Stephanie Campbell, Director

Nearest Transit Station:

OTHER LOCATIONS NEAR YOU:

REGISTRA AHORA!

Sobre el plan de estudios: Currículo Creativo, junto con nuestros maestros excelentes y califi cados, da a los niños 
las habilidades cognitivas, sociales y emocionales que van a necesitar para el siguiente gran paso: . 

El plan de estudios se ajusta a Nueva York Estándares de Aprendizaje del Estado de Pre-Kindergarten

Mt. Eden Day Care está aceptando niños de 3 y 4 años para la inscripcion.
Si su hijo califi ca el año que viene, entrar en la lista de espera ahora!

718-684-4790  Fax: 718-583-9664
Contacto: Ms. Stephanie Campbell, Directora

Mejor ruta de station:

OTROS CENTROS CERCA DE TI:

Mid-Bronx CCRP 
Early Childhood Center, Inc.
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Building too close for comfort
From page 1

There is only about a foot of space between 3525 and 3529 Bruckner Blvd. 

Photo by Patrick Rocchio

CB 10 sponsors Pelham Grand facility tour and meeting
From page 1

New construction at 3529 Bruckner Blvd. of a 14-unit apartment building skirts the property line with 
next door home at 3525 Bruckner Blvd. 

Photo by Patrick Rocchio

They spoke with ten-
ants, many settling into 
their furnished apartment 
for the night, listening to 
music or preparing meals. 
In a one-bedroom apart-
ment, a young man hung 
around with other tenants, 
watching Internet videos on 
their laptops.  

On the third floor, a ten-

ant named Teresa was watch-
ing TV when neighbors 
stopped by, briefly chatting 
with her, a woman in mid-40s 
with a fondness for art.  

“They’re probably all 
good people,” said Joe Maio-
rana of the Pelham Bay Tax-
payers Association.  But he 
said he was not completely 
convinced, adding, “You nev-
er know.” 

Scott Barnard, a family 
man living a couple blocks 
from the Pelham Grand, re-
mained skeptical, despite the 
adequate security.  

He hoped for round-the-
clock social services to be on 
site.  

“They said there’s a so-
cial worker on staff, but what 
happens at night?” he asked.  

But Mike Maskara’s con-

cerns were quelled after the 
tour. “I have no objection,” 
said Maskara, a retired elec-
trician who has lived in the 
neighborhood for 40 years.  
Maskara said he remains 
“cautiously optimistic.”      

Open Dialogue 
But after the tour, locals 

blasted SUS for their “under 
the radar” move into the 
neighborhood.  

“You should let people 
know what’s going on,” said 
Connie Fella, a homeowner 
living several blocks from 
the building at 1870 Pelham 
Parkway South.  

Mary Jane Musano with 
the Waterbury-Lasalle Civic 
Association wished public 
disclosure by SUS was han-
dled better.  

“You’re eventually going 

to confront the community,” 
said Musano.  “Why not do it 
so we have faith in the situa-
tion?” 

Neighbor Mary Col-
lins wished she was given a 
firsthand explanation from 
SUS, though she has noth-
ing against the nonprofit 
so long as “SUS keeps their 
word” in vacating by Sep-
tember. 

Councilman Jimmy 
Vacca pushed for contextual 
downzoning of Pelham Bay, 
first as district manager of 
Community Board 10 and 
later in the City Council, he 
said.

He fought to get all of 
Board 10 covering the area 
and Throggs Neck included 
in Lower Density Growth 
Management, which places 
further rules on community 
facilities and imposes addi-
tional parking requirements.

Vacca said that he had 
flagged the developer’s proj-
ect shortly after seeing the 

permit applications in May 
2012, and was contacted by 
Justiniano. 

From May until Decem-
ber, Vacca said he worked 
to reduce the total number 
of apartments from 16 to 14, 
cut the building’s density, 
had the developer add seven 
on-site parking spaces (that 
appear to be indoors, ac-
cording to building plans) 
and stop the developer from 
building two separate build-
ings instead of one on each 
officially-sized lot space 
for 3527 and 3529 Bruckner 
Blvd.

All of that was done 
by following a plethora of 

newer zoning resolutions 
put in place starting in 2004 
through 2010, he said. 

However, zoning that 
block in Pelham Bay for only 
smaller one- and two-family 
homes was not feasible be-
cause the “context” of the 
block already had three larg-
er apartment buildings, said 
Vacca. 

There is even a 13-story 
high-rise on the block, built 
around 1965, and several old-
er apartment buildings, said 
Vacca.

 Given the context of 
what is already in the in the 
area, Vacca said he does not 
believe that the city would or 

could legally downzone the 
area to include only one- or 
two- family homes, though 
he did not rule out further 
downzoning.

The developer -  listed 
on Department of Buildings 
permits as Anton Tinaj and 
builder Arberia & Associates, 

but possibly a larger partner-
ship - was not forthcoming 
with information.

“I am allowed to build 
to the property line,” said 
Tinaj. He declined further 
comment.

While the way the build-
ing is being constructed at 

3529 Bruckner Blvd. appears 
to be legal, Justiniano con-
tends it is still not a good 
thing. 

“The entire right side of 
my house is literally useless,” 
said Justiniano. “People have 
literally rang my bell and told 
me they were in awe.”
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NOTABLE PASSINGS

dominic copersino
by bob Kappstatter
Dominic Copersino, the 

founder, longtime owner and 
operator of the popular S&D 
Deli and Caterers on Crosby 
Ave. in Pelham Bay died Fri-
day, Jan. 11 at age 82.

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated at St. 
Theresa’s Church on Tues-
day, January 15, for Copersi-
no, who founded the business 
68 years ago with his first 
store on Westchester Avenue 
and saw it become not only 
a neighborhood institution 
known for its fresh-made sau-
sage and mozzarella, but also 
grow into a major catering  
business.

“He was a very lovable 
and loving character,” said 
business partner Anthony 
Massaro.

“He’d talk back to the 
customers - he’d be the boss 
of the customer,” joked Mas-

saro, whom Copersino adopt-
ed at age 13. “He loved to joke 
with you.”

Massaro said the deli-
catessan and catering opera-
tion has has been a family 
business in the true sense of 
the word, with Copersino’s 
wife Jean, daughter Gina, 
son Michael and himself all 
pitching in.

Copersino opened his 
first delicatessen at 1835 
Westchester Ave. in 1956 and 
a second shop on Crosby Ave. 
before eventually combin-
ing business under one roof 
at its present location at 1514 
Crosby Ave., with a dozen em-
ployees.

 Massero said the busi-
ness numbers among its 
many regular catering cli-
ents the New York Archdio-
cese, Columbia University 
and New York University.

Copersino was waked 
at McNulty Funeral Home 
on Monday and Tuesday, 
Jan. 14 and 15, and following 
the Mass at St. Theresa’s on 
Tuesday, there was a mili-
tary honor guard outside the 
church for Copersino, a U.S. 
Army veteran from the Ko-
rean War-era.

Copersino is also sur-
vived by six grandchildren.

geri demers

NOTABLE PASSINGS

by Kirsten sanchez 
The Throggs Neck 

Warrior football and cheer-
leading community are 
mourning the loss of their 
Cheerleading Chief, Geri 
Demers, who passed away 
last week at age 67. 

Demers, who dedicated 
over 30 years to the Bronx 
Warriors cheerleaders, 
passed away at Lawrence 
Hospital in Bronxville after 
battling cancer. 

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated at Our 
Lady of Assumption Church 
on Wednesday, January 16. 

One of six children, De-
mers was born May 1, 1945 
and grew up in the Yorkville 
section of Manhattan. She 
moved to the Bronx after 
marrying her husband of 34 
years, Jerry. 

She graduated from St. 
Helena’s School and Bronx 
Community College. 

Demers had a passion 
for dance and aspirations 
to become a gymnast, said 
those who knew her, but nev-
er dreamed she would open 
a world for young cheerlead-
ers in the Bronx.

Her role as coach of 
the Warriors’ cheerleading 
team began  with her in-
volvement in her husband’s 
Warrior’s Football Club 
from 1965 to 1967.

While visiting her hus-

band as he was coaching one 
day, Demers noticed a few 
little girls watching from 
the sidelines and coaxed 
them into joining her in 
cheering the boys on.

After that game, every 
time Demers showed up at 
the park, the girls would ask 
to cheer with her again.

And the rest is history.
Inspired by their enthu-

siasm and love of cheerlead-
ing, Demers started a Bronx 
cheerleading program.

Demers’ goal was to 
prepare girls who planned 
to try out for the limited 
cheerleading spots when 
they reached high school.

By 1985, Demers’ pro-

gram had expanded from 
just two City Island schools 
to a  borough-wide program, 
accepting girls from ages 5 
1/2 to 14, organized into six 
to eight squads with 22 to 25 
girls on each.

Although it seemed like 
a large responsibility, Dem-
ers’ program was staffed en-
tirely by volunteers.

In addition to cheering 
for the Warriors’ Football 
Club, the girls also march in 
all of the parades – Veterans 
Day, St. Patrick’s Day, and 
Columbus Day – and partici-
pate in special games such 
as the Friendship Bowl, as 
well as competing in a num-
ber of cheerleading competi-
tions.

The veteran coach en-
couraged countless girls 
over the past 30 years to do 
the best they can because 
it’s what matters, and was 
disappointed in them, win 
or lose.

Demers was also a mem-
ber of Community Board 10 
for a time, and very active 
within her community.

In addition to her hus-
band Jerry, she is survived 
by her sister Flo, brother 
Francis, daughters Kerry, 
Karen and Kim, son Ricky, 
and five grandchildren. 

“She was well loved by 
many many people,” said 
Jerry Demers.  “And she 

laurence thomas addeo

 The Bronx Times reporTer
sends iTs deepesT

condolences 
To The The families

of These 
noTaBle communiTy

residenTs

by bob Kappstatter
A few weeks before 

he died, Laurence Thomas 
Addeo made a teary video, 
telling of his love of baking 
and the family history of 
their famous Belmont bak-
ery.

Addeo, the second gen-
eration of a three-generation 
family known far and wide 
for their famous Belmont 
bakery, passed away Dec. 15 
at the age of  82, leaving the 
family-run Addeo & Son bak-
ery in good hands.

The elder family mem-
ber behind the Zagat-rated 
bakery, with it’s original 
store on Hughes Avenue and 
E. 186th St. and second one 
on the Arthur Avenue main 
shopping strip, was waked 
at Lucia Brothers Funeral 
Home, with a Funeral Mass 
on Wednesday, Dec. 19 at Mt. 
Carmel Church.

As his obituary notice 
read, the bakery was “de-
veloped by him into a world 
class product which contin-
ues today.

“No matter where he 
lived, his home and heart was 
always on Arthur Avenue 
in the Bronx. He will always 
be known for his generosity, 
warm personality and work 

hard, play hard ethic,” his 
family said.

“Although he basically 
retired in 2000, he was a friend 
and confidant, and like most 
fathers, would tell us what we 
were doing wrong,” said his 
son, Laurence Jr., who now 
runs the bakery operation. 
“But the bottom line, he was 
always very supportive and 
loving and very proud of the 
business.”

Even after he retired, 
his son recalled, “He came in 
all the time.  He’d do what he 
always did, check the bread 
to make sure everything was 
all right.”

The elder Addeo, who 
ran the bakery with his 
brother Sal for many years, 
had reason to be proud of 

the business. The bakery 
was ranked as a ‘’Best Buy’’ 
in Zagat’s Guide to the New 
York Marketplace, and drew 
customers from across the 
metro area.

The business was start-
ed by the senior Addeo’s par-
ents, with his father Gennaro 
and his uncle opening their 
first bakery in 1928 in East 
Harlem, Addeo recalled in 
the tribute video. After a 
falling out, Addeo’s father 
bought the present building 
on Hughes Ave. in 1944, for 
$9,500 borrowed from a little 
old Italian lady in E. Harlem.

“Every Sunday, we 
would go there, and my fa-
ther would make a payment,” 
the senior Addeo recalls in 
the tribute video, in which 
he chokes up, holding back 
a tear or two as he speaks of  
his love of baking.

The third generation 
Laurence Jr., who took over 
the daily operation in 1998, 
recalled his father’s business 
philosophy.

“My father would always 
talk about how important the 
people were who came into 
the bakery. They weren’t just 
customers, they were family. 
They were an extension of 
who we were,” said the son.
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St. Barnabas Hospital held a Taxi Driver Wellness Day for cab drivers at the hospital on Tuesday, Dec. 18. The event, which offered cabbies 
flu shots and screenings, helped the hacks, many of whom have no health insurance but many occupational hazards. Seen here is Lottie 
Magdits, a nurse at St. Barnabas Hospital, giving cab driver Ramon Castillo a flu shot. 

Photo courtesy of St. Barnabas

Jed King,  a seventh grader of St. Raymond Elementary School 
in Parkchester,  was named the 2012 grand prize recipient for 
the annual “Grinch Essay Contest” sponsored by the Theater of 
Madison Garden.  The contest was open to students throughout 
the Archdiocese of New York. His essay is titled “The Grinch Who 
Borrowed Christmas” and  challenges the reader to view the Grinch 
in a different light past his rugged and mean exterior.

Send me an angel.  Union Community Health Center 
at 260 East 188th St. in Fordham teamed up with 
nonprofit Al’s Angels in giving out gifts to needy kids 
at the annual holiday party last money.  Al’s Angels 
has been making a name for itself since 2004, helping 
kids battling childhood cancer, rare blood diseases 
or AIDS.  The kids forgot about their strife for two 
hours thanks to the two groups.    

Santa’s angels unload the neatly-wrapped 
presents.  Santa couldn’t fit all his presents into his 
sleigh so he got U-Haul to help out. 

Photos by Alexander Belisle

(Below) These tykes surround Santa and his 
Snowman pal as presents are doled out.

In keeping with long-standing tradition, Jacobi Medical Center (Jacobi) and the North Central Bronx 
Hospital (NCBH) celebrated their annual recognition and awards ceremony paying tribute to the 
extraordinary dedication, achievement, and commitment of the staff from each institution.  Both 
institutions comprise the North Bronx Healthcare Network (the Network).  The event was held at the 
Villa Barone Manor, located in the Throggs Neck.  This year, a theme of the Renaissance was selected 
in order to honor the creative and innovative methods staff members take to improve the healthcare 
their patients receive. Pictured are the 2012 honorees.

WWW.BXTIMES.COM

Cabbies receive free fl ut shots at St. Barnabas

Al’s Angels deliver gifts to health center Jacobi and North Central Bronx Hospital gala

St. Ray’s student essay winner
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Gjonaj
sworn in as a new assemblyman

It’s official.  New York State has it’s first-ever Albanian-
American assemblyman, Mark Gjonaj.  The freshman 
pol was sworn in Jan. 13 at a ceremony in Christopher 
Columbus High School featuring family, friends and 
high-profile Bronx pols.  Gjonaj has already made the 
rounds in the neighborhoods he represents, including 
Morris Park, Allerton and Pelham Parkway.  The first-
timer unseated incumbent Naomi Rivera. 

Being sworn in, Mark Gjonaj stands with sons Nicholas 
and Joseph, and wife Roberta.  

(Left) Gjonaj strolls to the podium, ready to give his 
speech before throngs of supporters. 

(Far left  top) From city to state lawmakers, a who’s 
who of supporters came to witness Gjonaj take the 
oath of office. 

(Far left bottom) Like father, like son.  Gjonaj helps 
wheel his father into Christopher Columbus HS 
auditorium with help from sons Nicholas and Joseph.

Photo by Edwin Soto



 W
W

W
.B

X
T

IM
E

S
.C

O
M

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  B
R

O
N

X
  W

E
E

K
LY

   
 j

a
n

u
a

r
y

 2
0

, 2
0

1
3

   
  8

LJI JEWELERS SAYS
WAIT!

DON’T SELL YOUR GOLD
DON’T GET SCREWED

D
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WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH
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TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer
     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds
2) Then Come To LJI and Compare
     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot High-

What ever happened to the days when people prided themselves on hon-
esty and when their word was their bond? What ever happened to the days 
when people tried to help others instead of taking advantage of each other?

Today, we live in a very different world, but, thank God there are still places 
where you can go and still feel confident that you will always be treated fairly 
and more importantly, with honesty. One of these places is LJI Jewelers...they 
have been serving the Pelham Bay area for nearly 20 years. Aside from selling 
gold and diamond jewelry they do gold buying and pawning.

I’m sure you have heard of all the horror stories told by people who either 
sold their gold to gold buying stores or went to events in those convention 
centers and hotel conference rooms or who even sent their gold through the 
mail only to find out later that they got paid only a fraction of the money that 
their gold and diamonds were really worth. You hear this all the time, on the 
news or on the internet warning you not to go here or send your gold there.

When customers go to LJI to sell their gold or diamonds, they are pleasantly 
surprised, and in many cases stunned when they hear what they are offered. 
Some have even, believe it or not, been on the verge of tears. The customers 
always come back and send all their friends because they know they are being 
treated fairly, honestly and know they are getting the highest prices.

LJI always wants its customers to feel comfortable in knowing that the pric-
es they are getting for their old gold is the highest price! LJI has put signs 
up in their stores encouraging people to shop around to see what offers they 
get for their old gold. Then, they want them to come back to LJI without say-
ing what the other offers were, and then see how much more money LJI pays 
them.

AN HONEST JEWELER IN THE BRONX

WHAT COULD BE MORE STRAIGHTFORWARD THAN THAT?
So if you need to sell or pawn your old gold or diamond jewelery...Go to LJI. 

You will come out with a big smile on your face. REMEMBER OUR SLOGAN...

AT LJI WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH!
LJI Jewelers is located at 3021 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

(Right off Crosby Avenue and nest to Catania’s Shoe Store)
Their phone number is 718-931-1932

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
With its only local hos-

pital set to close, Community 
Board 10 is fighting to save 
as many services as possible 
at Westchester Square Medi-
cal Center after its assets are 
sold at auction. 

The assets of the bank-
rupt hospital will be auc-
tioned in late January, with 
Montefiore Medical Center 
preparing to purchase the 
struggling 140-bed facility. 

CB 10 has written to 
Dr. Steven Safyer, the presi-
dent and CEO of Montefiore, 
asking that Montefiore rep-
resentatives “enter into a 
dialogue,” with the commu-
nity so that it can be better 
informed of any “transaction 
plans, impact on the neigh-
borhoods, and end use for the 
building.”  

“Since 1929, this facility 
has provided quality medi-
cal services in a community 
hospital setting,” stated John 
Marano, chairman of CB 10, 
in the letter dated Dec. 18. 
“The residents...have come 
to accept this facility as a 
community hospital, and are 
quite loyal to it.” 

Montefiore confirmed 
in December that it is looking 

CB 10 fi ghting to save services 
at Westchester Sq. Medical Ctr.

into purchasing the strug-
gling facility, but would have 
to receive approval with the 
state Department of Health 
and also a bankruptcy court.  

The state Department 
of Labor, the Department of 
Small Business Services and 
its Workforce 1 program - 
which links job seekers with 
employers - were also sent 
copies of the CB 10’s letter, 
said Marano.

He added that he was 
concerned about the 586 
employees of Westchester 
Square Medical Center, and 
how many would be employed 
by Montefiore.

 He also raised concerns 
about whether or not a 24-
hour emergency room would 
continue to operate at the fa-
cility.  

“I don’t want to sound 
like we are unhappy about 
Montefiore taking the hos-
pital over, because they are 
a very good neighbor,” said 
Marano. “They have a good 
name in the business.” 

Nurses at Westchester 
Square Medical Center par-
ticipated in a rally outside 
the hospital Friday, Jan. 11, 
held by the New York State 
Nurses Association.

They went to local area 
stores asking merchants 
to place signs in their win-
dows that read “The Bronx 
deserves the best care - Save 
Westchester Square Medical 
Hospital.” 

The nurses’ association 
is also collecting petition sig-
natures to keep Westchester 
Square open as a “full-service 
community hospital.” 

Clare Hughes, who has 
worked at the hospital for 
about 30 years and was born 
there, said that it is impera-
tive that WSMC stay a full-
service community hospital. 

“There is nothing wrong 
with large hospitals, they’re 
fine. But we provide a differ-
ent type of care here,” said 
Hughes. “It is very hands on, 
and a lot of the patients who 
come in and we know them. 
If we all wanted to be in the 
big institutions, we would be 
gone by now.” 

She said that for a full-
service emergency depart-
ment  to operate at the new fa-
cility, “some beds would have 
to remain.” 

Hughes added that if 
Montefiore is the winning 
bidder, the nurses would wel-
come them to the facility.  

BY DAVID CRUZ
Some city park projects 

in the Bronx turned out to be 
pork projects, a new city au-
dit charges.  

About 35 Parks Depart-
ment projects in the borough 
have been significantly de-
layed, with a handful also 
going way overbudget, ac-
cording to an audit by Comp-
troller John Liu.  “Our audit 
found some of the longest 
delays and costliest overruns 
were in the Bronx,” said Liu.  

In all, $3 million in tax-
payer money went down the 
drain for projects still under 
construction during Fiscal 
Year 2010-11, ending June 30, 
2011.  

A flurry of complaints 
to Liu’s office and to his 
complaint hotline led him to 
launch the audit. It was part 
of a larger look at parks proj-
ects that showed half of them 
finished late, while 10% went 

overbudget.  
The costliest of the 

Bronx projects was the 
Poe Park Visitors Center 
in Kingsbridge/Fordham, 
jumping $1.2 million over 
budget and over 600 days be-
hind schedule, according to 
the report.  

Initially budgeted at $2.7 
million, the project created 
a bird-shaped pavilion near 
Poe’s cottage for presenta-
tions on Poe’s life and other 
exhibits.  Adding to the de-
lays was the lack of money to 
staff the center.

Over in Soundview 
Park, a field house not only 
cost an extra $778,000, but 
also took an extra 700 days 
to be completed, making it 
the borough’s most delayed 
project.  

The maintenance facil-
ity, built from the ground up, 
boasts offices, lockers and 
public bathrooms.  

Liu’s report blames lack 
of general oversight by proj-
ect engineers, who did not 
follow through on their prog-
ress reports with borough 
directors.  

Problems with obtain-
ing work permits, tweaking 
anticipated deadlines and 
prioritizing projects were 
also blamed.  

“Repairs and upgrades 
must be better managed,” 
declared Liu.  “The Parks De-
partment can do better.”  

The Parks Department 
responded in the report to 
the Comptroller’s findings, 
calling them “inaccurate.”

 Some of the delays, it 
said, happen beyond Parks 
control, according to their as-
sessment.  

“For those delays that 
are within our control, Parks 
is constantly working to 
improve performance,” the 
agency said.  

Costly Bronx parks projects
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

If anyone was happy with 
the city Districting Commission’s 
proposed new Bronx council lines 
at its local hearing last week, we 
sure didn’t see them there.

From neighborhoods shar-
ing three councilmembers to the 
borough shortchanged on a ninth 
council seat, commission mem-
bers certainly got an earful at the 
Jan. 9 Hostos College hearing.

Riverdale Assemblyman 
Jeffrey Dinowitz and term-limit-
ed council Majority Leader Joel 
Rivera both argued the borough 
should have – nay, is entitled to – 
a ninth council seat.

As the poorest, most heav-
ily minority borough, said Dinow-
itz, “it frankly opens the process 
up to litigation.”

The commission is working 
under the mandate of the fed-
eral Voting Rights Act with 2010 
Census numbers to come up with 
fairly equal and racially balanced 
council districts of 160,000 or so 
residents.

Rivera said that with an es-

timated 100,000 undocumented 
residents, a ninth seat is “doable, 
feasible and possible.”

Current proposed com-
mission lines will mean splitting 
east Harlem in half, pushing the 
8th Council District into a major 
chunk of Mott Haven and lower 
Highbridge - which still only gives 
the Bronx an edge of a few hun-
dred residents in the new district, 
apparently not enough to count 
as that ninth seat.

SWEAR WORDS
Notes from last weekend’s 

swearing-in ceremonies for new 
Parkchester/Soundview Assem-
blyman Luis Sepulveda and 
Morris Park/Allerton Assembly-
man Mark Gjonaj:

• Luis got some chuckles 
from the politically savvy in the 
audience at St. Raymond High 
School for Boys over rumors that 
he has his eye (with the backing 
of State Sen. Ruben Diaz Sr.) on 
Assemblyman Carl Heastie’s job 
as Bronx Democratic Party lead-
er. “I hope you remain County 

Leader for a very long time,” Luis 
told him from the podium. 

• Yes, that was U.S. Sena-
tor Chuck Schumer in biking 
togs, with helmet parked on the 
podium, after pedaling up from 
Park Slope to say nice things 
about Luis. He showed up suit-
ably suited on Sunday for Mark. 
Ever the sharp pol, Chuck drew 
loud cheers when he told the 
audience he’d look for Mark’s 
input on the new immigration bill 
to make it easier for Albanians to 
come to the U.S.

• State Senator Jeff Klein, 
along with a few other electeds 
at Mark’s ceremony had to make 
a fast turnaround to head BACK 
to Albany where the session was 
heating up, including that vote on 
toughening state gun laws.

Talking to the crowded au-
ditorium at Christopher Columbus 
High School about Mark’s suc-
cess as a businessman, Jeff told 
the audience Mark was such an 
honest broker Jeff even bought his 
Yates Avenue house from him.

• Mark’s ceremony took 
about 3 1/2 hours – with no 
bathroom break – but it wasn’t a 
record breaker. City Comptroller 
John Liu, heading out for another 
stop, told us he remembers one 
from Queens a couple of years 
ago that went well over that.

JOINT TALK
State Labor Commis-

sioner and former Parkchester/
Soundview Assemblyman Peter 
Rivera, at Hostos College Jan. 
10 giving a local Powerpoint pre-
sentation on Gov. Cuomo’s State 
of the State address, including 
Cuomo’s call for decriminalizing 
possessing small amounts of 
marijuana.

Peter said that back when 
he was an assistant Bronx D.A. 
running the complaint room, he 
automatically tossed pot cases.

TRACTION
More negative news for 

former Bronx Boro Prez Adolfo 
Carrion. The latest Quinnipiac 
Poll giving MTA Chair Joe Lhota 
23% of the vote in the Republican 

primary for mayor, gives AC 3%. 
Good news: He beats Doe Fund 
founder George McDonald, who 
pulled 2%.

RENT STRIKE
Looks like Senate Repub-

licans are adopting the catch 
phrase of 2010 gubernatorial 
candidate Jimmy “The Rent Is 
Too Damn High” McMillan.

They smacked Soundview 
Senator Ruben Diaz Sr. and 
Manhattan’s Liz Krueger for top-
ping the standard $50G rent limit 
for their district offices.

In Diaz’ case, Daily News 
Albany Bureau Chief Keith Lovett 
reported The Rev’s new lease 
on his district office at 900 Rog-
ers Place will go for $67,937, 
but then again, that’s for 3,155 
square feet, “downright palatial” 
compared to the senate average 
of 1,734 square feet.”

FUZZY FACE
Great interview by the 

Times’ inimitable Clyde Haber-
man with acting MTA Chairman 
and ex-Bronx Boro Prez Freddy 

Ferrer, who is now sporting a 
“Roberto Ramirez” fuzzy beard 
look. This after ditching that long 
time trademark soup-strainer on 
his upper lip.

KING OF THE HILL
New northeast Bronx City 

Councilman Andy King held a 
grand opening Tuesday for his 
new 12th Council District office at 
940 E. Gun Hill Road. Convicted 
predecessor Larry Seabrook’s 
new digs, with a five-year lease, 
will be determined March 8 by the 
federal Bureau of Prisons. 

BRONX BABIES
Soundview Assemblyman 

Marcos Crespo an Albany no-
show at the Jan. 9 vote reelect-
ing Assembly Speaker Shelly 
Silver. He was home with wife 
Virna Lisy on standby for a 
special delivery. Raquel Ester 
Crespo arrived Saturday, Jan. 
12, weighing a healthy 6.15 
lbs.

BRONX BIRTHDAY:
Jan. 7 - Alleged cardshark 
Stanley Schlein.

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

resolve any issues with the 
sidewalk.”

Madonna said he expect-
ed a judge’s ruling soon.

Work on the five-foot-
wide sidewalk, running 
along the parkway from 
White Plains Road to Jacobi 
Medical Center, began in 
January 2012. 

As the sidewalk began 
to appear, resident and local 
officials immediately be-
came concerned, claiming 
the street would be too nar-
row, and that the city never 
disclosed its plan to add a 

Rally held against dangerous Pelham Parkway sidewalk
From page 1 sidewalk to the road, during 

public meetings in April. 
City agencies argue the 

narrower road is the same 
width as “literally thou-
sands” of other city streets.

Madonna  filed a an Ar-
ticle 78 proceeding in Septem-
ber, calling for the city to rip 
up the sidewalk and repave 
the street.

In June, the City De-
partment of Design and Con-
struction issued a statement 
saying the new sidewalks 
comply with city standards 
and would not be ripped up.

City officials argue that 
even with narrower streets, 

FDNY fire trucks can still get 
through safely.

But opponents, includ-
ing Community Board 11 and 
the Uniformed Firefighters 
Association, disagree.

Besides having to lose al-
ready scarce corner parking 
spaces so the rigs can make 
tight turns from side streets, 
the sidewalk makes getting 
to fires at hi-rise apartments 
lining the roadway just plain 
dangerous, they argue.

Their concerns include: 
tower ladders now have no 
room to extend their stabiliz-
ers to keep them from tipping 
while trying to reach hi-rise 

floors, and firefighters can’t 
reach their equipment when 
compartment doors become 
wedged in from cars parked 
on both sides of the narrowed 
street.

“Originally I thought 
this road design was just 
a mistake,” said Dr. David 
Stevens, one of the plaintiffs 
and owner of an orthodontist 
practice on the parkway.

 “However, now it is evi-

dent that it is  intentional and 
throughout the city.  There 
are other roads where this 
has been done.  Pelham Park-
way South is unique since 
the sidewalk is indefensible 
therefore exposing the ‘in-
tent’ to disregard safety.  PPS 
is now one of the narrowest 
roads in all of Morris Park 
community of the Bronx.  It 
was thirty-one plus feet and is 
now twenty-five feet ten inch-

es...why was it installed?”
In an April test run, fire-

fighters were unable to turn 
a ladder truck from onto the 
narrower road.

Since then, the city re-
moved some parking spaces, 
which angered residents, but 
enabled firefighters to make 
the turns. The new sidewalk 
was part of a $36 million re-
construction of Pelham Park-
way.

Call 718.260.2555
..to sell your car in our 
CLASSIFIED SECTIONS 
& get...Real Results!
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