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Fate of parochial schools still pending
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New WSMC 
could mean 
ambu ride

HOUSING
SANDY

VICTIMS
Pelham Bay home for assisted living

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Westchester Square Medical 

Center could take on a whole new 
look once Montefiore Medical 
Center completes takeover ar-
rangements. 

The biggest impact would 
include converting from an in-
patient to out-patient facility. 

That could mean the heav-
ily used emergency department 
would continue, but at least 25% 
of patients walking in would have 
to be transported by ambulance 
to a nearby in-patient facility if 
they require admission. 

Montefiore’s first and only 
statement on the possible pur-
chase indicated that a new facil-
ity would “provide ambulatory 
surgery and primary care servic-
es, as well as full service emer-
gency department.” No mention 
was made of in-patient care.

Asked about the issue of ER 
patients winding up in an ambu-
lance for further medical help, a 
spokeswoman declined to com-
ment “at this point in the pro-
cess.”

The next major steps in the 
purchase process are clearing ar-
rangements with a bankruptcy 
court to acquire the hospital’s as-
sets, and receive clearance from 
the state Department of Health.

Assemblyman Michael Bene-
detto said he’s concerned that 
nearby Einstein and Jacobi hos-
pitals are prepared to deal with 
a possible increase in ER visit as 
changes occur at WSMC. 

According to the state De-
partment of Health, WSMC’s 
emergency department saw 
19,650 visits through the end of 
November 2012, of which 3,846 
resulted in admissions to the 140-
bed facility. 

BY DAVID CRUZ
Five dozen once mentally 

troubled Brooklyn residents 
forced out by Hurricane Sandy are 
now calling the Bronx home for 
the next six months. 

East Bronx community lead-
ers and elected officials quietly 
met Dec. 28 with Services for the 
UnderServed, lead organizers for 
a supportive housing facility in 
Far Rockaway, Queens ravaged by 
the storm.

They discussed the tempo-
rary move last month of 65 ten-
ants, once afflicted with mental ill-
ness, into the long vacant Pelham 
Grand luxury apartment building 
on Pelham Parkway South.  

The 35-year old non-profit 
group inked a six-month lease 
with building managers Portman 
Inc. Realty, with a three-month 
emergency extension should any 
snags derail repair work for the 
Queens building.

 The group now has facilities 
in 14 Bronx neighborhoods, serv-
ing 1,000 people ranging from mil-
itary vets, poor, developmentally 
disabled or mentally ill people in 
the borough.  

Following the catastrophic 
storm, displaced Queens tenants 
were scattered about, taking shel-
ter in hotels, community centers 

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
Judgement day came and 

went for parents of eight Bronx 
parochial schools on the chopping 
block by the Archdiocese of New 
York, but their fate is still hanging 
in the balance.

Wednesday, January 3 
marked the deadline for each 
school to come up with a financial 

plan to raise nearly $1 million over 
the next three years, in order to re-
main in operation. 

The parochial schools at-risk 
for closure are: Our Lady of Mercy 
in Fordham, Holy Spirit elemen-
tary school in Morris Heights, 
Our Lady of Angels school in 
Kingsbridge, St. Jerome school in 
Mott Haven, St. Anthony’s School 

in Wakefield, St. Mary’s Elemen-
tary School in Williamsbridge, 
St. Mary Star of the Sea school on 
City Island and Blessed Sacrament 
in Soundview, the alma mater of 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor.

Parents from the schools have 
been struggling to come up with 

Rally at Blessed Sacrament School.

BRONX CHAMBER GRANTS WISHES

Photo by Josiane Bauke

You can’t take that glowing smile off little Christy Chitty, one of a hundred 
guests at the Bronx Chamber of Commerce’s holiday party for homeless 
families.  HELP USA brought families to the Hutchinson Metro Center 
Friday, December 21 for an evening of holiday food and a presents from 
the Bronx Chamber.  Christy stands happily with the New York Yankees 
mascot (c) along with the Bronx Chamber’s Michelle Dolgow and president 
Lenny Caro. 
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BY DAVID CRUZ 
AND PATRICK ROCCHIO

Two city hospitals in 
the Bronx along with sev-
eral police precincts are 
costing the city an arm an 
a leg. 

In a report by city 
Comptroller John Liu’s 
office, the Bronx ranked 
number one in police ac-
tion claims in Fiscal Year 
2011, ending June 30, with 
a total of 1,632 of the total 
8,882 cases it settled. 

Two Bronx municipal 
hospitals - Lincoln and Ja-
cobi - ranked second and 
third behind Brooklyn’s 
Kings County for the high-
est number of complaints, 
with Lincoln paying out 
the largest amount of any 
city hospital - $24.9 mil-
lion.

NYPD Green

As for the NYPD, at 
the end of FY2011, total 
settlement payouts jumped 
significantly to $185.6 mil-
lion from $137.3 million in 
FY2010, the highest settle-
ment payout of any City 
agency.  

Most of the settle-
ments involved alleged 
police brutality, some civil 
rights violations, and prop-
erty damage.  

The 44th Precinct 
covering Mt. Eden, High-
bridge, West Concourse, 
East Concourse, and Con-
course Village, ranked 
first in the city for settle-
ments, with 330 cases.

While the nature of 
the complaints is unclear, 
the precinct recorded the 
highest number of stop-
and-frisk cases involving 
force in the city that fiscal 
year. 

In descending order of 
complaints, the 46th, 41st, 
40th, and 42nd Precincts 
along the western side of 
the Bronx had the most 
payouts in the Bronx.  

Liu called the surge 
in police-misconduct al-
legations and civil-rights 
claims “an alarm bell for 
the City.”

Costly claims at boro 
hospitals, precincts

Monroe College crimi-
nal justice professor Jason 
Gerald suggests one factor 
behind the bump in the 
top five precincts is the 
placement of rookie cops 
in high-crime areas, or 
Impact Zones as they are 
called.  

Rookie cops

“They have less ex-
perience and less life ex-
perience,” said Gerald, a 
retired NYPD sergeant 
who worked in Internal 
Affairs.  

The report recom-
mends settling lawsuits as 
early as possible.  But Liu 
spokesman Stephanie Hoo 
called the suggestion a bal-
ance.  

“You don’t want to 
settle too early because 
that would open them up to 
more cases,” said Hoo.  

It also proposed creat-
ing a task force to curb the 
number of city lawsuits, 
including tracking the of-
ficers named in claim suits 
and the nature of the pay-
outs.

But NYPD spokesman 
Paul Browne said such a 
task force is already in the 
works.

He also called many 
of the claims “a cottage in-
dustry for plaintiff’s law-
yers, particularly in the 
Bronx.”  

Those making claims 
against the police “look 
for quick walk away mon-
ey whether theirs are le-
gitimate or not,” Browne 
charged. 

“Most are legitimate,” 
said professor Gerald, “but 
there’s a definite factor 
where you see repeat law-
suits in the city.”  

Bronx hospitals

Liu’s report found Lin-
coln Medical and Mental 
Health Center paid out the 
highest amount in medical 
malpractice claims of any 
city hospital in FY2011, 
with a total $24.9 million 
paid in 34 cases resolved, 

with average payment of 
$732,000 per claimant. 

Jacobi Medical Cen-
ter didn’t fare much bet-
ter, with 31 cases resolved 
for $21.4 million, the third 
highest of any city hospi-
tal after Brooklyn’s Kings 
County Hospital, which 
had the highest total num-
ber of resolved cases in the 
city at 38. Jacobi’s $21.4 
million in payouts aver-
aged $690,000 per claim. 

Both Lincoln and Ja-
cobi’s payouts  increased 
over FY2010, when they 
averaged $507,000 and 
$323,000 respectively. 

However, the comp-
troller’s report also indi-
cated the total number of 
cases resolved may actu-
ally be an older indicator, 
because medical malprac-
tice cases often take “five 
and ten years to resolve be-
cause of their complexity,” 
the report states. 

Declining numbers

The total number of 
new claims filed citywide 
for medical malpractice at 
city-run hospitals declined 
from 657 in FY2010 to 609 
in FY2011, according to the 
report, with both Lincoln 
and Jacobi seeing a reduc-
tion. 

The entire city hospi-
tal system has seen a sig-
nificant reduction in the 
total number of claims paid 
out in the past eight years, 
said Health and Hospitals 
Corp. spokesman Ian Mi-
chaels, “and is now paying 
$59 million less annually 
compared to the high mark 
in 2003.”

He attributed the de-
crease to “an efficient 
claims management pro-
gram, a focus on closing 
out long standing cases, 
early settlements that save 
legal fees associated with 
bringing cases to trial, 
aggressive investigations, 
and court-assisted media-
tion.”

Bronx juries, he added, 
historically tend to grant 
plaintiffs high awards.  

Alzheimer’s dis-
ease affects mil-
lions of people 

across the globe. In the 
United States alone, the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
estimates one in eight se-
niors has the disease.

Research into the dis-
ease is ongoing, and it’s 
already yielded valuable 
information that may 
help reduce the preva-
lence. 

One discovery is that it 
may be possible to prevent 

or delay the symptoms 
through a combination of 
healthy lifestyle choices. 
The following are a few 
healthy habits that may 
help reduce the risk. 

• Exercise regularly. 
A study conducted by 
Scottish researchers and 
published in the journal 
Neurology in 2012 touted 
exercise as the most effec-
tive way for adults to pro-
tect their brains. 

• Eat healthy. What you 
put into your body may 

also reduce your risk. 
• Stimulate yourself 

mentally. Mental stimu-
lation can help the brain 
stay sharp, and people 
who fi nd ways to stay 
mentally stimulated can 
reduce their risk. 

Alzheimer’s disease 
remains an enigma in 
many ways. But ongoing 
research continues to 
show that people can take 
measures to actively pre-
vent or delay the onset of 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

How to reduce your risk 
for Alzheimer’s disease
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BY DAVID CRUZ
While Morris Park, 

Pelham Parkway and oth-
er surrounding nabes have 
long-established civic asso-
ciations, Allerton has been 
an orphan - until now.  

A group of locals has 
formed the Bronx Park 
East Community Associa-
tion, whose first goal is to 
address burgeoning crime 
north of Pelham Parkway.  

The group is the 
brainchild of Kenny Ago-
sto, Democratic District 
Leader for the 80th As-
sembly District, and fellow 
Pelham Parkway neighbor 
and designated leader Ra-
phael Schweizer.

  Schweizer has 
worked to make the group 
known, attending Commu-
nity Board 11 and 49th Pre-
cinct Community Council 
meetings, as well as mass 
emails and  postings on so-
cial networking sites. 

Schweizer’s no strang-
er to local activism, serv-
ing the Pelham Parkway 
Neighborhood Association, 

rallying folks for several 
beautification projects.

  “We want people to 
become more engaged and 
empowered,” Schweizer 
said.    

Their inaugural meet-
ing on Wednesday, Nov. 
28 drew forty people, from 
which the group picked 
its nine-member executive 
committee. That included 
Agosto, Schweizer and Ha-
zel Miura, a housing spe-
cialist for Allerton-based 
Neighborhood Initiatives 
Development Corp., which 
offers after-school and 
housing assistance. 

Miura is also part of 
the neighborhood patrol, 
working with the police 
department to keep an 
eye out on the streets.  It’s 
that unit Schweizer wants 
to bring into Allerton, an 
east Bronx neighborhood 
where crime peaked over 
the summer.

  “The whole area be-
tween Williamsbridge 
Road and Bronx Park East, 
with approximately a pop-

ulation of 40,000, has no 
neighborhood patrol,” he 

Newly formed Bronx Park East Community Association

Meet the new Bronx Park East Community Association led by its executive team of Kenny Agosto, 
Raphael Schweizer, Donal Holway, and Hazel Miura.

Photo courtesy of the Bronx Park East Community Association

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Seniors at a local day 

program will be enjoying 
computers once again, de-
spite some Grinches and 
thanks to some Santas.

A thief or thieves 
who broke into the senior 
program at the Allerton 
Avenue Home Owner and 
Tenants Association’s se-
nior program last spring, 
stole the computer that se-
niors used to send e-mails 
to family members, play 
virtual games, or surf the 
internet. 

Then in stepped three 
Santa’s helpers, not only 
replacing the stolen com-
puter, but adding another 
one to boot, so to speak.

Ben Buccieri and 
his son Vincent  of Mor-
ris Park’s Today Realty at 
1934 Williamsbridge Road 
donated two Dell comput-
ers to the Allerton center 
on Thursday, Dec. 20. 

 “It is a question of 
giving back to the commu-
nity,” said Ben Buccieri. 

“Given all the tenants as-
sociation has been doing 
for seniors, we felt that 
this was a way of showing 
our appreciation.”  

Allerton Home Owner 
and Tenant Association 
senior program assistant 
Connie Verutes said that 
attendees use computers to 
learn basic word process-
ing and play a variety of 
games, including 101-year-
old Amelia McCann. 

The spring  computer 
theft capped off a run of 
bad luck hitting the senior 
program at 1415 Allerton 
Avenue, as similar smaller 
senior centers like this one 
and larger ones face bud-
get cuts from their funding 
sources in government and 
elsewhere thanks to the on-
going economic downturn. 

The Allerton senior 
program has seen a reduc-
tion in hours, as well as 
loss of transportation ser-
vices for the seniors, said 
program director Nick 
Conciatori. 

That makes the gift of 
the two desktop comput-
ers even more special this 
holiday season. 

“In order to make up 
for the one we lost, these 
computers are very impor-
tant to us,” said Concia-
tori. 

“People come in to use 
the computers and interact 
with one another. Any-
thing we get in the way of 
donations is really help-
ful, and Today Realty was 
gracious enough to donate 
these.” 

Since Today Realty, a 
family owned business is 
celebrating its 50th anni-
versary, maintains close 
business ties to Morris 
Park and Allerton, the do-
nation simply made sense. 

“When you reflect 
on how little they have to 
work with, as a business in 
the community we thought 
we should try to step up 
and offer our services,” 
said Vincent Buccieri. 

Today Realty donates computers to seniors

Enjoying themselves during the surprise visit to the senior program on Thursday, Dec. 20 are program 
attendee Amelia McCann (c) with (back row, l-r) Ben Buccieri, Vincent Buccieri, Connie Verutes, and 
Nick Conciatori. 

Photo by Patrick Rocchio

noted.   
He and Agosto gave 

the BPECA a test-run in 
late summer, organizing a 

successful block party on 
Thwaites Place to promote 
community involvement.

The group’s formation 
was sealed on Election Day 
after Schweizer learned 
about a Chinese food deliv-
eryman hit by a stray bul-
let in broad daylight.  

“That was the last 
straw,” recalled Schweizer, 
who reached out to Agosto 
to officially launch BPE-
CA, which meets monthly 
at Centerlight at 2401 
White Plains Road.  

“We can’t put our 
heads in the sand like an 
ostrich,” said Agosto. “We 
want to protect our neigh-
borhood.” 

But fighting crime 
is just one aspect of the 
group, said Schweizer, who 
wants schedule cleanup 
events around Bronx Park 
East.  

“We want to comple-
ment and add to the patch-
work of neighborhood 
groups that work to im-
prove the quality of life,” 
noted Schweizer.  
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ER only at new Montefi ore
From page 1

Westchester Square Hospital is due for some major changes with takeover by Montefiore Medical 
Center. 

Photo by David Cruz

Total emergency room 
visits at WSMC have re-
mained steady over the 
past few years, with 21,846 
through all of 2011, 22,028 
in 2010, and 21,737 in 2009 
according to state DOH 
stats.

 Throughout that time, 
though, it appears that the 
number of in-patient hos-
pitalizations has declined. 
In 2009, admissions from 
the emergency department 
to the in-patient hospital 
at WSMC was 6,283. WSMC 
cut the number of beds in 
the facility in that time, 
said Benedetto. 

The assemblyman add-
ed that he is in talks with 
unions representing hospi-
tal workers, who were cau-

tiously optimistic regard-
ing jobs. 

Another elected offi-
cial’s representative said 
he believes that some beds 
will be maintained at the 
facility to handle admis-
sions, but declined to pro-
vide any details.

 As of press time, Mon-
tefiore has not confirmed 
this or commented further.

 Community Board 
11 district manager Jer-
emy Warneke said he’s 
concerned any reduction 
in service at WSMC would 
have on nearby hospitals 
like Einstein and Jacobi, 
“But if it is a matter of 
money, what can you do? At 
some point, there is going 
to have to be some kind of 
resolution.”

Residents of the 

Westchester Square and 
Zerega community have 
renewed their calls for a 
“full-service hospital” to 
remain at the hospital, 
at St. Peter’s and St. Ray-
mond avenues, including 
Lou Rocco, president of the 
Westchester Square Civic 
Association and Zerega 
community activist Han-
nah Acampora.  

“I think if we lose the 
hospital, we are going to 
lose the emergency room as 
well,” said Rocco.

Acampora believes 
that the community should 
have more input in what 
happens to WSMC because 
Montefiore receives state 
money through HEAL 
grants, using taxpayer 
money. 

Pelham Grand to temporarily house displayed Sandy victims

The Pelham Grand has been briefly turned into a supportive living facility housing 65 once troubled 
people.  

Photo by David Cruz

and other vacant apart-
ments, some taking what-
ever they could, wherever 
they could.  

“Because of Sandy we 
had no place to go,” said one 
of Pelham Grand’s new resi-
dents, scratching his lottery 
ticket on his way back to his 
new home at 1870 Pelham 
Parkway South at St. Paul 
Avenue.   

“Living in very tran-
sient and a nomadic exis-
tence is destabilizing to 
anyone,” said Dr. Yves Ades, 
chief operating officer for 
SUS, who briefed Council-
man Jimmy Vacca, Senator 
Jeff Klein and an aide for 
Assemblyman Mike Bene-
detto about the temporary 
move.  

SUS worked with the 
State Office of Mental Health 
in finding an empty location 
with “all the safety features 
we needed,” said Ades.   The 
building at an isolated sec-
tion of Pelham Bay, is a 

10-minute walk from the No. 
6 subway stop.  

SOMH will partially 
cover rental costs for ten-
ants in the new building, 
complete with 24-hour secu-
rity, a parking lot, and a so-
cial services team on hand 
should any tenant need it.  

The new tenants, a wide 
spectrum of people who go 
to school or work, have no 
criminal background, said 
Community Board 10 chair-
man Ken Kearns.

Kearns, who also at-
tended the December meet-
ing, said he is convinced the 
tenants “will be good neigh-
bors.”  

“There won’t be a prob-
lem” said Kearns, adding 
SUS made assurances the 
facility would not be disrup-
tive to the sleepy Pelham 
Bay community, overlook-
ing a swath of the Hutchin-
son River Parkway.

Tenants will be banned 
from smoking outdoors or 

milling outside the build-
ing, he said.  

But Anita Valenti, head 
of the Pelham Bay Taxpay-
ers Association, is still on 
the fence with the new move, 
hoping no problems surface 
from Pelham Grand’s ten-
ants.

 “Time will tell,” she 
said.  

Around the neighbor-
hood Maria Aromando 
doesn’t mind recovering 
patients living their lives in 
Pelham Bay.

 “They shouldn’t live in 
the street,” said Aromando, 
an elderly woman known 
for keeping an eye out on the 
neighborhood.  

The public will get a 
chance to hear Dr. Ades 
brief the community on the 
temporary move at CB10’s 
next general board meeting 
set for Jan. 17th.  

Reach reporter Da-
vid Cruz at 718-742-3383 or 
dcruz@cnglocal.com. 
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Calvary Hospital re-
cently honored Bronx resi-
dent, Shernette Clarke, 
CCT with the “Catch a 
Star” Award. 

The hospital encour-
ages patients, family mem-
bers, visitors and employ-
ees to nominate members 
of the nursing staff (nurses, 
cancer care technicians, 
and administrative staff) 
who demonstrate the Hos-
pital’s Core Values of Car-
ing, Compassion, Commit-
ment, Non-Abandonment, 
and Dignity through their 
work. 

Honorees are also ex-
pected to go above and be-
yond to make a difference, 
and exemplify a “healing 
touch” presence with pa-
tients and family members. 
Award recipients are cho-
sen by their nurse adminis-
trators, peers, physicians, 
patients and families.

Shernette Clarke, has 
worked as a nurse’s aide 
since joining Calvary in 
2007 and graduated as a 
Cancer Care Technician, 
CCT in 2009. Her nomina-
tion forms from colleagues 
and family members in-
cluded comments such as:

She’s a Calvary star
• “Shernette is an ex-

traordinarily caring and 
sensitive health care work-
er.”

• “Shernette went 
above and beyond what was 
required of her.”

• “She was always 
there to comfort and cheer 
us up.”

•“Mrs. Clarke should 
be recognized for the 
compassion and love she 
shows.”

Shernette Clarke was 
born in Kingston, Jamaica 

where she graduated from 
Kingston Technical School. 
Some of her hobbies are 
cooking and shopping. She 
resides in the Bronx with 
her family.

Established more than 
50 years ago, Calvary Hos-
pital’s rigorous six-month 
training program for Can-
cer Care Technicians has 
produced hundreds of out-
standing health care pro-
fessionals with the neces-
sary skills to help people 
with advanced cancer 
achieve the best possible 
quality of life. 

These talented, dedi-
cated professionals are 
responsible for skin care, 
wound care, assistance 
with feeding, patient safety, 
and the overall comfort of 
Calvary Hospital patients. 

The CCT program has 
become a national model of 
appropriate, cost-effective, 
and competent palliative 
care, and has helped Calva-
ry achieve its reputation as 
a “National Leader in Pal-
liative Care.” C

Calvary celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of the 
CCT program in October.

Honorees are 
expected to 

go above and 
beyond to make 

a difference, 
and exemplify a 
‘healing touch’ 
presence with 
patients and 

family members.
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TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer

     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds

2) Then Come To LJI and Compare

     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot High-

What ever happened to the days when people prided themselves on hon-
esty and when their word was their bond? What ever happened to the days 
when people tried to help others instead of taking advantage of each other?

Today, we live in a very different world, but, thank God there are still places 
where you can go and still feel confident that you will always be treated fairly 
and more importantly, with honesty. One of these places is LJI Jewelers...they 
have been serving the Pelham Bay area for nearly 20 years. Aside from selling 
gold and diamond jewelry they do gold buying and pawning.

I’m sure you have heard of all the horror stories told by people who either 
sold their gold to gold buying stores or went to events in those convention 
centers and hotel conference rooms or who even sent their gold through the 
mail only to find out later that they got paid only a fraction of the money that 
their gold and diamonds were really worth. You hear this all the time, on the 
news or on the internet warning you not to go here or send your gold there.

When customers go to LJI to sell their gold or diamonds, they are pleasantly 
surprised, and in many cases stunned when they hear what they are offered. 
Some have even, believe it or not, been on the verge of tears. The customers 
always come back and send all their friends because they know they are being 
treated fairly, honestly and know they are getting the highest prices.

LJI always wants its customers to feel comfortable in knowing that the pric-
es they are getting for their old gold is the highest price! LJI has put signs 
up in their stores encouraging people to shop around to see what offers they 
get for their old gold. Then, they want them to come back to LJI without say-
ing what the other offers were, and then see how much more money LJI pays 
them.

AN HONEST JEWELER IN THE BRONX

WHAT COULD BE MORE STRAIGHTFORWARD THAN THAT?
So if you need to sell or pawn your old gold or diamond jewelery...Go to LJI. 

You will come out with a big smile on your face. REMEMBER OUR SLOGAN...

AT LJI WE ALWAYS PAY HIGH!
LJI Jewelers is located at 3021 Westchester Avenue, Bronx, NY 10465

(Right off Crosby Avenue and nest to Catania’s Shoe Store)
Their phone number is 718-931-1932

Calvary awards the Catch a Star Award to Shernette Clarke, CCT, pictured (l-r): Fran Nunziata, assistant 
director of Human Resources; Marlene Humphreys, RN,  director of Staff Development; Shernette 
Clarke, CCT (honoree); and Sally Umbro, vice president, Patient Care Services.



 W
W

W
.B

X
T

IM
E

S
.C

O
M

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  B
R

O
N

X
  W

E
E

K
LY

   
 j

a
n

u
a

r
y

 6
, 2

0
1

3
   

  6

LEADERLESS VOTE BOARD
Two years after the departure in 
disgrace of  its last executive di-
rector, the city Board of Elections 
is still without a replacement, who 
given the board’s  inner political 
workings, is supposed to be a 
Democrat from the Bronx.

Bronx Republican Dawn 
Sandow has been holding down 
the fort as deputy director there 
since the Oct., 2010 departure 
under a cloud of Bronxite George 
Gonzalez.

With an annual salary of 
$189,000, “It’s the most coveted 
job in the city,” sayeth a savvy po-
litical observer.

The reportedly top candidate 
in line to step into the job is Bronx 
Democratic board commissioner 
Naomi Barrera, a private attor-
ney.

We were told that once 
Democratic  County Leader Carl 
Heastie delivered the Bronx to 
keep Charlie Rangel in Con-
gress, Manhattan Dem County 
Leader Keith Wright was sup-
posed to keep his end of the 

bargain and pave the way by 
okaying for Barrera. So what 
happened? 

Well, for one thing, Carl 
failed to deliver the Bronx, though 
he came close.

 But state Senator Adriano 
Espaillat edged Charlie out by a 
close 233 votes (out of 5,386 votes 
cast in the borough).

 Less than 9% of registered 
Bronx voters showed up for the 
June 26 primary.

But we hear the real problem 
is a hangup between Manhattan 
Dem Boss Wright and HIS mem-
ber on the ten-member equally 
divided Democrat-Republican 
elections board, Gregory Soumas, 
who according to our Dem sourc-
es is digging his heels in over Bar-
rera’s selection.

And of course, Mayor 
Bloomberg would love to see the 
heavily political board cleaned up, 
especially after its chaotic handling 
of the most recent presidential 
and state-level election. But then 
again, he’ll soon be gone - after 
the next election....

RE-RE-DISTRICTING 
The city’s Districting Com-

mission is back at it again, looking 
at new City Council lines after a 
ticked-off Council Speaker Chris 
Quinn told them those carefully 
designed lines the oh-so non-par-
tisan body drew to pull disgraced 
Brooklyn assemblyman Vito Lo-
pez into a potentially easy-to-win 
Council race had to go.

Besides Vito being disap-
pointed, we’d guess East Harlem 
Councilwoman Melissa Mark-
Viverito is none too happy over 
seeing her district adding a major 
chunk - actually a bigger chunk in 
Mott Haven and south Highbridge. 
Some folks are now even calling it 
a BRONX seat.

Melissa had been hoping 
to see her east Harlem 8th C.D. 
spread over to the upper West 
Side, but the Harlem polit-ocracy 
put the kibosh on that. 

With one last term to run for 
in the primary this year, you can 
bet she’ll be seeing competition 
for her newly redesigned seat from 

some Bronx contenders.
 With the commission back to 

the drawing board, its NEXT round 
of hearings start Monday in Man-
hattan, with the Bronx hearing set 
for 6-9 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9 at 
Hostos Community College on the 
Lower Conc, or if you are one of 
those folks who love to nickname 
nabes, LOCO.

VOTE, AND VOTE OFTEN
Boro Prez Ruben D. has 

started a campaign, as least on 
his Facebook page, to get 100,000 
Bronx Democrats to vote in the 
Aug. 3 mayoral primary so “you’ll 
see how we’ll be taken seriously 
from then on.”

“Unfortunately,” he adds, “we 
usually get about half that number. 
What’s even more baffling is that 
we currently have 500,000 regis-
tered Democrats in our borough! 
Hmmmm.”

HATCHET MAN
The Soundview/Parkchester 

Community Board 9 member mak-
ing that narrowly defeated recent 
motion to oust longtime district 
manager Francisco Gonzalez 

has strong ties to the clan Diaz 
- Senator Ruben Sr. and BP son 
Ruben Jr. , who dumped almost 
half the board to install potential 
Francisco-booters there.

 Their hatchet man - through 
loyalist and new Assemblyman 
Luis Sepulveda - was William 
(Willie) Rivera, the state com-
mittee member in Sepulveda’s 
newly-designated 87th Assembly 
District.

 Luis is pushing Willie to 
fill term-limited Council Major-
ity Leader Joel Rivera’s central 
Bronx seat in an already crowded 
race in the neighboring 15th C.D.

WISE WORDS 
Advice from a savvy political 

pal to newly elected legislators - 
and incumbents too: “First do no 
harm.”

SEE-BROOK
It’ll be “See ya!” for Larry 

Seabrook Tuesday, Jan. 8, when 
the disgraced former city council-
man faces sentencing for stealing 
$1.5 mil in taxpayer bux to pad the 
payrolls of do-nothing non-profits 
in his northeast Bronx district with 

his mistress, family and pals. We 
hear Larry will be away for ten 
years. And our other favorite all-
time political character, ex-state 
Senator Pedro (The Wascally 
Wabbit) Espada, is due for sen-
tencing Feb. 22. Unless he’s got 
a Cigarette boat tied up in Ma-
maroneck for a quick getaway to 
Cuba, we expect he’ll pull four to 
five years, thanks to “all the good 
works he’s done” with his Sound-
view health clinic chain.

BAD NEWS GUY
Bronx political activist Ari 

Hoffnung has moved from being 
City Comptroller John Liu’s dep-
uty comptroller of public affairs to 
overseeing a flock of fiscal reports 
on the city’s economy and budget-
ary outlook. Sounds like writing 
obits....

BRONX BIRTHDAYS
Jan. 2 - Brooklyn City Council 

candidate Tommy (Tommy Tune) 
Torres, who made Bronx news as 
former Assemblywoman Naomi 
Rivera’s boytoy/staffer while hold-
ing down a Brooklyn teaching job.

BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Hibernators Pajama Pop-In at Wave Hill
The gallery at Wave Hill 

is now transformed into stu-
dio space for a dozen artists 
who work in various media 
but are all inspired by natu-
ral settings. That translates 
into opportunities for visi-
tors to work alongside the 
artists in free workshops 
open to about a dozen par-
ticipants each. With space 
tight, we recommend regis-
tering early, though if there 
any openings the day of a 
workshop, we will accom-
modate drop-ins.

Best wishes for the 
new year! Start it on a cozy 
note at this year’s Hiberna-
tors Pajama Pop-in!

SAT, SUN, JANUARY 
12, 13    HIBERNATORS PA-
JAMA POP-IN: Put on your 
PJs, pack up your teddy 
bear and head over to Wave 
Hill! Make an animal mask 
at the Family Art Project 
and hear tales of hibernat-
ing creatures. Musician 
Jon Samson shares songs 
about animals, winter and 
sleepytime. Admission to 

the grounds is free all week-
end, thanks to the support of 
Target. ECOLOGY BUILD-
ING, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

SAT, JANUARY 12; 
SUN., JANUARY 13    FAM-
ILY ART PROJECT—
HIBERNATOR’S DEN: 
Free, and admission to the 
grounds is free all week-
end, thanks to the generous 
support of Target. Hiberna-
tors Weekend event. ECOL-
OGY BUILDING, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

SAT, JANUARY 12, 
TUES., JANUARY 15    WIN-
TER WORKSPACE: WIN-
TER BOTANICALS COME 
TO LIFE WITH ASUKA 
HISHIKI: Art materials are 
provided unless otherwise 
noted. Workshops are open 
to all visitors ages 12 and 
over when accompanied by 
an adult. Space is limited, 
so registration is recom-
mended, at www.wavehill.
org, by calling 718.549.3200 
x305 or at the Perkins Visi-
tor Center. Free with ad-
mission to the grounds. 

Drop-ins will be accom-
modated as space permits. 
GLYNDOR GALLERY and 
ON THE GROUNDS, 1 to 4 
p.m.

SUN, JANUARY 
13    WINTER BIRDING: 
With naturalist Gabriel 
Willow. Ages 10 and older 
welcome with an adult. Se-
vere weather cancels. For 
weather-related updates 
call 718.549.3200 x245 by 
8AM the day of the walk. 
Free with admission to the 
grounds.  (NYC Audubon 
Members enjoy two-for-one 
admission.) Registration 
recommended. MEET AT 
PERKINS VISITOR CEN-
TER, 9:30 a.m.

SUN, JANUARY 13    
GARDEN AND CONSER-
VATORY HIGHLIGHTS 
WALK: Free with admis-
sion to the grounds. MEET 
AT PERKINS VISITOR 
CENTER, 2PM

Wave Hill is located at 
675 West 252nd Street. For 
further information call 
(718) 549-3200, ext. 232. Hibernators Pajama Pop-in.

Photo courtesy of Joshua Bright
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Local Author Talk at Bartow-Pell
On Thursday, January 

17, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. award-
winning journalist An-
drew Nagorski will discuss 
his recent book Hitlerland: 
American Eyewitnesses to 
the Nazi Rise to Power as 
part of Bartow-Pell’s Local 
Author Spotlight series.

Nagorski—a Pelham 
Manor resident—is vice 
president and director of 
public policy at the East-
West Institute, a New York-
based international affairs 

think tank. During a long 
career at Newsweek, he 
served as the magazine’s 
bureau chief in Hong Kong, 
Moscow, Rome, Bonn, War-
saw, and Berlin. He is the 
author of four previous 
books and has written for 
countless publications.

Hitlerland recounts 
Hitler’s rise to power 
through the personal tes-
timonies of Americans in 
Germany at the time. Using 
first-hand accounts of mem-

bers of diplomatic corps and 
the military, journalists, 
visiting authors, Olympic 
athletes, performers, and 
artists as a foundation, Na-
gorski’s book gives a com-
pelling new perspective of 
on Hitler’s ascendance.

There will be a book-
signing and reception after 
the presentation. Registra-
tion requested. Cost $10 
adults; $7 seniors and stu-
dents; members free.

Pictured at left, Temple Hatikva 
president Scott Davis (left) 
enjoys a traditional potato 
latke with board chairman 
Lenny Cherry (right) at Temple 
Hatikva Chanukah Party.

TEMPLE HATIKVA 
CHANUKAH PARTY

Call
718.260.2555

..to advertise 
your business in our 

Classifi ed Section 
and get.. 

Real Results!

BY FISH ALTIERI
This long running col-

umn looks forward to an-
other great year of Bronx 
talent and more! Was your 
band, bar, restaurant, cre-
ative project or favorite 
news issue mentioned in 
this column in 2012? 

Presenting Part One 
of a 2012 Look Back: Just 
Nuts Party Band, That Duo 
Show featuring Johnny 
and Anthony, Sugarush, 
Boomerang, No Stringz At-
tached, Glenrowan Sports 
Bar, Guitarist Tim Curtin, 
Paddy Dougherty’s, DJ 
Bobby Flowers, The Scott 
Place Café, Guitarist Gino 
Santangelo also known as 
“Mr. Jake”, Joe Piket, The 
Globe in Larchmont, Randy 
Jackson, Zebra, The Starv-
ing Artist Gallery on City 
Island, Singer/songwriter 
Elliot Glick, John Guth, The 
Clubhouse in City Island, 
the duo Pussy Willow, duo 
Wally and Mare, New York’s 
Number One Elvis Tribute 
Artist Gene DiNapoli, Cap-
tured Souls, red light cam-
eras, singer Lou Valentino, 
“The Guys from the Bronx 
and a Star”, Legends of 
the Bronx restaurant, The 
Wicked Wolf, government 
and the internet, Primttime 
Sound in Mount Vernon, Al-
ice Cooper, media bypass-
ing real problems affecting 
everyday people to entice 
with major coverage of radi-
cal issues, bridge tolls out 
of control, Super Bowl, The 
Giants, Juliano’s in New 
Rochelle, banning smoking 
in your own car, Spoto’s, 

DJ Ant G. and Ultimate DJ 
Entertainment Inc, singer/
songwriter Drew Tor-
res, the band Tricked Out 
Country, The Bronx Under-
ground, McGee’s Tavern, 
Whoz Your Daddy, Bazooka 
Joe, D.J. O, The Tub Band, 
Mark Hit from Rat Race 
Choir, Tommy McDonnell, 
Eileen Ivers and Immigrant 
Soul, Davy Jones, The Mon-
kees, government intrusion 
on cigarette packaging, Pat-
rick’s Pub, Erin Og band, 
Tim Fee, Mike DiMaggio, 
The Potato Heads, guitar-
ist Frank Strazzera, Nick 
Artsay, the band D.U.G., the 
band Classic Touch, www.
wvox.com Dennis Dion 
Nardone Show 1460AMRa-
dio, 900 Park Restaurant 
Bar and Lounge in Morris 
Park, Brewski’s, Throgs 
Neck Clipper , DJ Shane, 
The Clover Leaf Inn, Little 
Pat and The Shadows, JEM, 
political labels meant to 
marginalize the complex-
ity of people’s thoughts and 
opinions, Troy Willy, The 
Fair in the Square, being a 
film snob, gun laws, Time-
line, Burke’s Bar, modern 
film’s attempts to recapture 
past glory via trying to rec-
reate the individual magic 
of long ago stars, comedian 
Kirk Smith, Pine Bar and 
Grill, more overreaching 
by government to curb legal 
cigarette smoking in your 
own home, Babalu on East 
Tremont. 

Part Two of the 2012 re-
cap next week. 

Rock on! Rock out!

VISIT SCOTT PLACE CAFE
3604 E. TREMONT AVENUE
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BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Ryan Queen under-

stands the task he took on at 
Eagle Academy.

He took over a boys 
basketball team in Septem-
ber with limited varsity ex-
perience that did not work 
together in the offseason. 
Queen got the job after 
spending the entire sum-
mer as an assistant at bor-
ough rival Wings Academy, 
where he’s coached the last 
two seasons.  

Former Eagle boys bas-
ketball head man Rodney 
Plummer left in late August 
to take an assistant job at 
John Jay College, mak-
ing Queen the third Eagle 
coach in the last four years. 
He wants to take it to anoth-
er level. 

“They had a basketball 
team instead of a basketball 
program,” Queen said. “It’s 
difference. “

The young and first-
time head coach is trying to 
change the mindset at Ea-
gle, which has been one of 
the top clubs in The Bronx 

in recent years. The team, 
which has three seniors who 
played very little before this 
year, is off to a slow start at 
3-8. Eagle fell 63-54 to a good 
St. John the Baptist team at 
the Queens Jam Christmas 
Classis at John Bowne on 
Saturday. It came a week af-
ter a solid win over McKee/
Staten Island Tech.

“They don’t play as 
hard as they should and 
they don’t listening to 
coaching well,” Queen said. 
“The inexperience catches 
up to us at times.”

Eagle had to play most 
of the game without star 
guard Juwon Champman, 
who was riddled with foul 
trouble. Still it was within 
43-32 of the Cougars early 
in the fourth quarter. The 
Eagles couldn’t overcome 
its mistakes and missed 
free throws. Inconsistency 
is something they are try-
ing to overcome. 

“We are an immature 
team,” said senior guard 
Kyle Hackett, who had 11 
points. “We are just scratch-

ing the surface.”
Hackett is impressed 

with Queen, who played 
point guard at Division II 
Coker College, because he 
speaks from experience. He 
said Queen is tough on his 
seniors, expects leadership 
and holds his players ac-
countable. He even jumps in 
a practice.

“He shows me the ins 
and outs of the game,” Hack-
ett said. “He breaks it down 
little by little. I appreciate 
him for that.”

While the wins haven’t 
come as quickly as Queen 
would like he is already 
turning Eagle into a pro-
gram. The team has an 
hour-long study hall every-
day for an hour and weight 
room sessions. After the 
season they will play in 
spring leagues and try to de-
velop the talent they have. 

“As long as he stays 
here, Eagles Academy going 
forward will be phenom-
enal,” Hackett said. “We’ve 
got to keep a coach. It starts 
with our coach.” 

New coach Queen takes over
inexperienced Eagle hoops squad

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI
Truman is off to a 

strong start, but a recur-
ring issue continues to 
arise.

The Mustangs struggle 
against pressure defense. It 
was the case in a lopsided 
loss to 14th defending PSAL 
girls basketball champion 
Murry Bergtraum and 
again when Truman was 
upset 41-40 by Martin Lu-
ther Kong Jr., a Class A 
team, in the final of the 
Baseline Holiday Madness 
Tournament at FDA III on 
Friday night. 

“If you press us we 
can’t handle it,” said Mus-
tangs coach John Burke, 
who will consider changing 
his approach to doing so. 

Turnovers allowed 
MLK to get back in the game 
multiple times and Burke 
said he made the mistake 
of trying too many differ-
ent combinations of players 
with his team ahead. Tru-
man had one last chance to 

win, but Lisa Fields’ jump 
shot from the right corner 
hit off the side of the rim 
as time expired. The soph-
omore guard twisted her 
knee early in the fourth 
quarter and didn’t have the 
same lift.

“I almost had it, but we 
just lost. ” Fields said. 

She believes the team, 
which get big minutes from 
freshmen Aneisha Lyons 
and Kayla Jenertte is still 
getting to know each other 
and jell. Many of the play-
ers were in secondary roles 
a year ago. Lisa was be-
hind her sister Linda and 
Daquana Smith and Mari-
ka Gordon were behind 
Krystal Pearson and Queen 
Holquin. 

“There is always room 
for improvement,” Fields 
said. “Always”

Despite the team’s 
shortcomings, the Mus-
tangs are 7-1 in league play 
with wins over rival Ken-
nedy and Queens power 

Francis Lewis. Smith is 
averaging 14 points and 15 
rebounds and Gordon 11 
points and 14 boards. Fields 
is averaging 11 points and 
five assists.

“You have all the piec-
es to be successful,” Burke 
said. “Now it’s just learning 
how to play the game.” 

The coach feels his 
team has put himself in 
good position moving into 
the second half of the sea-
son. He knows though 
games against South Shore, 
Brooklyn Collegiate, Mid-
wood and rematches with 
Bergtraum and Francis 
Lewis still lie ahead. Those 
games will decided Tru-
man’s playoff path and 
seed. He is waiting to see 
if his club learns from its 
mistakes. 

“You talk about adver-
sity and learning from your 
mistakes, you don’t learn 
if that’s the case until you 
do it,” Burke said. “We still 
have to do it.”              

Jelling Truman working 
to solve turnover woes 

BY WINSTON DINKINS
Zodiacs were blessed 

with a great Week 1 at the 
Colgate Women Games.  
We had 9 Student Athletes 
earned points and won 8 
medals, in Week 1 of the 
Women Colgate Games. 
Through the preliminary 
meets (4 weeks), points are 
to be scored for places 1 
through 12 in each event.  
Prizes will be awarded for 
places 1 through 6 in each 
preliminary meet, the 
semi-finals and finals. Edu-
cational grants-in-aid will 
be awarded for each divi-
sional event to the top three 
competitors who earn the 
greatest number of points 
for all meets combined.

 In the Elementary A 
division, we had Jasmyne 
Phillips, medal by tak-
ing 2nd place in 55 meter 
hurdles, Jalina Robinson, 
medal by taking 3rd place 
and Lisha McKenzie, med-
al by taking 4th place. In 
the Elementary A division, 
Jada Mora, medal by win-

ning the 55 meter hurdles 
and earned another medal 
with a 6th place finish 
in the 200 meter race. In 
the Mid-school division, 
Sukanya Wade, earned a 
medal in the 55 meter race 
with a 5th place finish and 
Tiara Williams took 7th 
place. Jaelah Eargle took 
9th in the 55 meter hurdles 
and Pearl Webster, medal 
and won the Shot Put. In 
the High School division, 
Andrea Amoroson, medal 
by taking 5th place in the 
Shot Put.  This was a great 
Week 1 for the Zodiacs 
Track Team.  To have 9 stu-
dent athletes earns points 
against the some of the 
hardest competition in the 
Women Colgate Games is 
a great achievement.  With 
hard work, they should 
continue to gather points to 
earn them spot to compete 
in the Finals. 

 On Sunday, January 
6th, the boys get a chance to 
show their stuff at YMCA 
Youth Meet. 

We compete all year 
round in multiple events, 
from cross country, to in-
door and out-door track 

and field meets.  Our chil-
dren learn how to balance 
sports and education.  For 
additional information 

visit our web site www.Zo-
diacstrack.org or contact 
President Thomas Francis 
at 718-679-2060 or Co-pres-

ident Winston Dinkins at 
914-441-6196, email WAT-
CLT@AOL.COM. 

Zodiac Track Club blessed at the Colgate Women’s Games  
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ideas, including fundrais-
ers, emergency Pay Pal ac-
counts, holding rallies,  and 
even recruiting state Sena-
tor Gustavo Rivera to draw 
attention to their struggle.

Archdiocese officials 
said each school’s survival 
plan is expected to include 
factors they believe were 
overlooked by the local 
boards and committees that 
made the closure recom-
mendations, plus plans for 
increasing enrollment, and 
for addressing whatever 
deficit might exist.

The schools were noti-
fied of their impending clo-
sures by the diocese in No-
vember. Diocesean officials 
said the next step will be to 
have pastors and principals 
of the at-risk schools meet 
with the local board or com-
mittee.

Many parents feel they 
were given the potential 
closing news with little-to-
no time to come up with a 
plan to raise money.

“There is a misconcep-
tion about schools having to 

‘come up with the money,’” 
archdiocese spokesman Jo-
seph Zwilling said in a state-
ment. “They should indicate 
how they would address the 
deficit (which, until now, 
had been subsidized by the 
archdiocese, often for hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars each year per school), 
but we are not expecting 
them to have the money on 
hand by this week.”  The 
process has been underway 
for more than three years, 
Zwilling said. 

 “The schools have all 
been aware of the process 
 — especially given that two 
years ago we also had a large 
number of schools closed, 
and we indicated at that time 
that the process was ongo-
ing,” he stated. “The school 
communities were certainly 
aware of what was happen-
ing, and have definitely had 
the opportunity to address 
whatever problems (usually 
stemming for a lack of enroll-
ment) in order to prepare.”

He said that “For any 
schools that will close in 
June, we will work with the 

parents and students to let 
them know of other Catho-
lic schools available nearby 
which are all eager and excit-
ed to welcome new students. 
There will be a seat for every 
student who wishes one in a 
Catholic school.”

He added that “This 
strategic plan will guaran-
tee a stable, viable, growing 
Catholic education system 
for parents who wish to 
choose that for their chil-
dren.”

As of January 3, Our 
Lady of Angels had raised 
$210,000, including an 
anonymous donation, while 
St. Mary Star of the Sea 
school on City Island may 
also receive an annoymous 
donation that would bring 
the amount raised to over 
$100,000.

Blessed Sacrament 
School has received free help 
from a law firm to give them 
501(c)(3) non-profit status to 
help receive donations. 

The schools will be no-
tified later in the month, of 
whether or not they will be 
spared. 

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Let the
Bronx Times Reporter

Provide

PHOTO
COVERAGE

Of Your
Next Event

Call Us:
718-742-3393

Fate of parochial schools pending
From page 1



 W
W

W
.B

X
T

IM
E

S
.C

O
M

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  B
R

O
N

X
  W

E
E

K
LY

   
 j

a
n

u
a

r
y

 6
, 2

0
1

3
   

  1
0



1
1

      B
R

O
N

X
 W

E
E

K
LY

  ja
n

u
a

r
y

 6
, 2

0
1

3
                                   W

W
W

.B
X

T
IM

E
S

.C
O

M



 W
W

W
.B

X
T

IM
E

S
.C

O
M

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

  B
R

O
N

X
  W

E
E

K
LY

   
 j

a
n

u
a

r
y

 6
, 2

0
1

3
   

  1
2

Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)

EASY PAYMENT

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For existing non-

FOR
JUST

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 1/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ZOOM!
$399

EXPIRES 1/31/13 - MUST HAVE COUPON


