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Community activist Louis Curcio passes
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Board 9
district mgr. 
escapes ax

CB 11
CHAIR

CHOSEN
Anthony Vitaliano voted in

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
A community icon in public 

education will be greatly missed 
in his Pelham Bay community and 
beyond after his death last earlier 
this month. 

Louis Curcio, 68, a public 
high school teacher and education 
leader for almost 40 years, passed 
away from cancer at Calvary Hos-
pital on Friday, Dec. 14. who served 

two, Curcio served for two four-
year terms on Community School 
Board 8 in the late-1980s, includ-
ing as its president for a term. 

 He was instrumental in nam-
ing Junior High School 101 (later 
M.S. 101) after slain police officer 
Edward R. Byrne, said longtime 
friend Councilman Jimmy Vacca, 
who served on the school board 
with Curcio. 

“He was a person of unques-
tioned integrity and honesty,” 
said Vacca. “He was someone who 
deeply cared about the schools - 
whether they were in Hunts Point 
or Throggs Neck.”  

Curcio’s teaching job helped 
on the school board, Vacca added.

“He brought to the school 
board not only a very level temper-

REINDEER GAMES AT ST. RAYMOND

Photo by Josiane Bauke

Rayana “Rudolph” Ruiz joins in on the reindeer games at the annual 
Christmas Show courtesy of St. Raymond Elementary School.  Family 
members and faculty enjoyed Christmas tunes sung by the students on  
December 18.  

BY DAVID CRUZ
An embattled district man-

ager at an east Bronx community 
board has temporarily escaped 
getting the ax.

Community Board 9 members 
rejected a motion to boot longtime 
district manager Francisco Gon-
zalez at their December meeting.

Gonzalez, who could still face 
a removal vote next month, is un-
der fire as city investigators look 
into claims he misused the board’s 
office to run the Bronx Puerto Ri-
can Day Parade.  At the Dec. 20 
general board meeting, two-year 
member William Rivera initially 
put the “out of the blue” removal 
request to a vote.

 Among other complaints, 
Rivera protested Gonzalez’s non-
binding approval of liquor licens-
es to eateries, along with the lack 
of an operable website.

The board covers Sound-
view, Parkchester, Castle Hill and 
Unionport.  

 But the motion fell short by 
just two votes, as abstentions and 
nayers prevailed.  

Among those defeating the 
motion was Angel Miranda, a new-
ly-appointed member who spoke 
in support of Gonzalez.  “He can 
give great years to the community 
board,” he told the Bronx Times.  

But despite Gonzalez’s latest 
victory, he’s still under investiga-
tion from the city Department of 
Investigation for allegedly run-
ning the Bronx Puerto Rican Day 
Parade non-profit, which lost its 
501(c)(3) status after not paying 
taxes for six years.

 Chairwoman Cheryl Marrow 
shed light on the investigation for 
the sake of other CB9 members 
during the meeting, a point Gon-
zalez’s attorney argues violated 

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ  
AND BOB KAPPSTATTER 

It was a battle down to the sec-
ond finish line for the selection of 
a new chairman for a Bronx com-
munity board.

Anthony Vitaliano, vice 
chairman of  east Bronx Commu-
nity Board 11 won the seat Thurs-
day, Dec. 20 in a run-off election 
tainted with both the borough 
president and local city council-
man working behind the scene to 
push another candidate.

Vitaliano, a retired decorated 
NYPD lieutenant, beat Demo-

cratic state committeeman Joe 
McManus 24-to-16, with one ab-
stention, in the run-off vote after 
neither reached more than 50% 
of the vote in the first go-round of 
voting.

The pair came in ahead of Al 
D’Angelo, head of the Morris Park 
Community Association, and 
Irene Rukaj, a perennial local po-
litical candidate who nominated 
herself at the last minute.

A victorious Vitaliano 
pledged to be “available 24/7” to 
board members and said he would 
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BY BOB KAPPSTATTER
The developer of a ma-

jor Bronx shopping center 
is teaming jup nd borough 
officials are teaming up to 
look for jobless tradesmen.

It shouldn’t too difficult 
in a borough with the high-
est unemployment rate in 
the state.

State labor department 
figures show the borough 
continued to rank last in 
New York state, with an un-
employment rate of 12.5 in 
October - before the effects 
of Hurricane Sandy were 
felt.

The borough officials 
and developer Equity One 
announced the job search in 
early December to recruit 
potential construction-re-
lated employees for forth-
coming commercial devel-
opment, Broadway Plaza in 
Kingsbridge.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr., City Council 
Member G. Oliver Koppell, 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Di-
nowitz, and Bronx Commu-
nity Board 8 said their of-

fices, along with the Bronx 
Overall Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and the 
city Economic Development 
Corporation, will join with 
Equity One to recruit poten-
tial hirees for the commer-
cial development,  at Broad-
way and W. 230th Street ,just 
next to the Major Deegan 
Expressway.

 Equity One said it is 
seeking resumes from cur-
rently unemplolyed “talent-
ed qualified building trades-
men” who live in the north 
Bronx, including Riverdale, 
Kingsbridge, Van Cortlandt 
Village and Kingsbridge 
Heights.

 Interested parties will 
be able to drop off their re-
sumes at the offices of each 
of these officials and the 
BOEDC.

 In addition, the BOEDC 
will be hosting a job fair to 
solicit applicants, with the 
date yet to be set.

Diaz, who recently 
pulled back from running 
for citywide office as public 
advocate, might have had a 

difficult time as the leading 
official in a borough with 
such high overall unem-
ployment.

He called the new retail 
hub for the northwest Bronx 
“a major step forward for 
the Kingsbridge commer-
cial corridor...while creat-
ing much needed jobs along 
the way.”

Once completed by 2014 
and fully occupied with 
tenants, the developer esti-
mates Broadway Plaza will 
create 300 new jobs, includ-
ing full-time and part-time 
hires.

Those interested in 
being considered for em-
ployment by trade contrac-
tors for the construction of 
Broadway Plaza should de-
liver their resume, no later 
than January 15, 2013, to one 
of the following locations:

 •Bronx Overall Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration, Attn: Marlene 
Cintron, Bronx County 
Building, 851 Grand Con-
course Suite 123, Bronx, NY 
10451, (718) 590-6252;

Unemployed tradesmen needed for KingsbridgeBroadway Plaza
• Assemblyman Jef-

frey Dinowitz at 3107 Kings-
bridge Avenue, Bronx, NY 
10463, (718) 796-5345;

• City Councilman G. 
Oliver Koppell at 3636 Waldo 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10463, 
(718) 549-7300;

• Bronx Community 
Board #8, 5676 Riverdale 
Avenue Suite 100, Bronx, 
NY 10471, (718) 884-3959.

Vacca’s Year in Review
As the 2012 legisla-

tive year draws to a close, 
Councilman and Trans-
portation chair James 
Vacca announced that the 
Transportation Commit-
tee of the NYC Council was 
one of the most active com-
mittees in the entire body 
in 2012, accounting for a 
quarter of the 63 local laws 
enacted so far this year. 
The Transportation Com-
mittee passed 14 bills that 
were ultimately signed by 
the Mayor and also over-
rode two mayoral vetoes.

“I take my responsibil-
ity as Transportation chair 
quite seriously,” said Vac-
ca. “This is a committee 
that has a real opportunity 

to affect the quality of life for 
all New Yorkers, and I think 
we have done a good job mak-
ing positive changes that will 
have a significant impact on 
people’s lives. My committee 
has produced meaningful 
legislation because its mem-
bers constantly have good 
ideas worthy of consider-
ation. I think this speaks to 
the heavy handedness that’s 
been used to change policies 
without proper care, and the 
corrective action that my 
committee has had to take on 
behalf of residents.”

The bills vary widely, 
addressing sex trafficking in 
the taxi and for hire vehicle 
industry to new regulations 
on commercial cyclists. As 

chair, Vacca also focused 
on expanding the mobil-
ity rights of blind and vi-
sually impaired New York-
ers, passing three bills on 
this topic. Vacca fought 
for parking fairness, pass-
ing legislation that allows 
New Yorkers: to transfer 
muni meter time; to use 
an affirmative defense for 
valid muni meter receipts; 
a 5-minute grace period to 
purchase a muni meter re-
ceipt; and cancellation of 
an open ticket when proof 
of muni meter purchase is 
given. Vacca led the fight to 
ban the use of the Depart-
ment of Sanitation’s hard to 
remove window stickers for 
alternate side violations.

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Theodore Korony 

American Legion Post is 
once again spreading holi-
day cheer to needy Bronx 
children with its annual toy 
drive, still going strong af-
ter three decades. 

Korony continued an 
annual holiday tradition 
begun almost 30 years ago 
by Vietnam veteran Joseph 
Mazzariello.

It began as a drive that 
collected holiday toys in 
bins in stores along East 
Tremont Avenue and other 
facilities, such as American 
Legion posts.

It has continued on 
with the work of Judy Lanci, 
Anthony Ferrara, and Col-
leen McCarthy, along with 
volunteers from the post 
and its sons and auxiliary 
brigades. 

Hundreds of toys were 
collected from a location 
on Schurz Avenue by about 
ten Bronx-based non-profit 
charity organizations. The 
distribution took place 
on Tuesday, Dec. 18 and 

Korony American Legion Post gives to needy children
Wednesday, Dec. 19, said 
Lanci. 

“I see that there are 
collection boxes not only for 
Toys for Tots, but also for 
victims of Hurricane San-
dy,” said Lanci. “We keep ev-
erything local to the Bronx. 
We have learned through 
the years that although Toys 
for Tots is a great program, 
[the toys] don’t come back to 
the Bronx. It is very reward-
ing because we know the or-
ganizations that the toys are 
going to.” 

Among the places that 
receive the toys are home-
less shelters, including one 
in West Farms that is close 
to Van Nest, and battered 
women’s shelters that are 
part of the local commu-
nity. 

The program is de-
signed to help people in the 
post’s own local area, said 
Lanci.

The retired banker 
checks every group’s 501(c)3 
tax status and their mission 
statements to make sure 
that the toys go to organiza-

tions who will give them to 
truly needy families. 

“We make sure that we 
are taking care of children 

who really would have noth-
ing under the tree,” said 
Lanci. 

The need from the 
Bronx organizations receiv-

ing the toys, which includes 
hospitals and community-
based organizations, has 
been increasing over the 
past three or so years, said 
Ferrara. 

“We used to get letters 
asking for 25 toys,” he said. 
“Now, we get letters asking 
for 40 or 50.” 

The first day that the 

organizations came to pick 
up toys, on Dec. 18th, Bob 
Nolan from the Ancient Or-
der of Hibernians Division 3 
dropped off a $200 donation 

Lanci said that they 
were very pleased with 
Youngland on 2922 3rd Ave. 
for giving them a deep dis-
count on the toys, due to the 
generosity of owner Mario 

DeGiorgio. 
The drive is now ac-

cepting monetary donations 
for next year. They can be 
mailed to Theodore Korony 
Children’s Christmas Toy 
Drive, P.O. Box 833, Bronx, 
N.Y. 10465. Checks should be 
made payable to Theodore 
Korony Children’s Christ-
mas Toy Drive. 

I see that there 
are collection 
boxes not only 

for Toys for 
Tots, but also 

for victims 
of Hurricane 

Sandy. We keep 
everything local 

to the Bronx.
Judy Lanci

Seen here with some of the toys given away as part of the Korony drive are (l-r) Jan Salveggi, co-
director Judy Lanci, co-director Tony Ferrara, Dolores Stoltze, and Cathy Praino.

Photo by Alexander Belisle
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New Bronx rep for Dept. of Education  panel

ROBERT POWELL

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
The Panel for Education Pol-

icy has a new go-to man from the 
Bronx. 

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. selected Robert Powell 
as the borough’s representative 
to panel, which reviews and votes 
on city Department of Education 
issues.

He is one of 13 members on 
the panel, which also includes 
Schools Chancellor Dennis Wal-
cott and a number of mayoral ap-
pointees. 

The panel is currently deal-
ing with several issues, includ-
ing a potential strike by yellow 
school bus drivers at the start of 
2013, policy surrounding sibling-
preference for gifted and talented 
programs, and point-of-entry for 
kindergarten programs.

“Robert Powell is dedicated 
to the growth and well-being 
of our borough’s public school 
system, and has shown a strong 
commitment to the children of 
this borough and this city during 
his many years of service,” said 
Diaz. “I look forward to working 
with him to continue our work 
in developing a strong agenda for 
the future success of our public 

school system.” 
Each borough president gets 

one appointment to the PEP, with 
the rest of the members appoint-
ed by the mayor. 

Powell, who replaces former 
Bronx representative Wilfredo 
Pagan, hails from Wakefield and 
is the parent of six children in 

The Primavera Italian Language Program, headed by Loretta Zaino, celebrated the Christmas season with family, friends 
and community residents.  

PRIMAVERA ITALIAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM HOLIDAY PARTY
Call

718.260.2555
..to advertise 

your business in our 
Classifi ed Section 

and get.. 

Real Results!

the New York City public school 
system. 

He is the former parent as-
sociation president at Lehman 
High School. 

He also served as parent as-
sociation president of a District 
75 school for four years.

He was both co-president 
and president of the Bronx High 
School Federation from 2008 to 
2011. 

Powell also served on 
the Citywide Council on High 
Schools, serving as recording 
secretary from 2010 until his ap-
pointment to the PEP. The CCHS 
is an advisory board providing 
input and comment to the chan-
cellor and PEP regarding public 
school needs. 

“I’m very happy to represent 
the Bronx on the Panel for Educa-
tional policy,” said Powell. “I look 
forward to working with the par-
ents, educators and our students 
to improve our public schools, 
and I thank Borough President 
Diaz for this amazing opportu-
nity.”

Powell has 30 years experi-
ence in financial information and 
communications, and currently 
works for Thompson-Reuters. 
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ament, but also a knowledge 
of curriculum and of teach-
ing that was very rare,” said 
Vacca. “ It was an expertise 
that really helped us on the 
board.” 

A Queens College grad-
uate, Curcio taught social 
studies at Francis Lewis 
HS and Benjamin Cardoza 
HS in Queens, and Samuel 
Gompers HS and lastly at 

Lehman High School in the 
Bronx, said Curcio’s sister-
in-law, Margaret Curcio.  

“He just lived for his 
three nephews,” she said of 
Curcio, who never married. 
“They were his life and his 
everything. He was just a 
family person.”

Vacca said that in re-
cent years Curcio was an ad-
vocate for graffiti removal in 
the Pelham Bay community 
he loved. Senator Jeff Klein 

Education activist Curcio passes
From page 1 stated Curcio would provide 

weekly reports to his graf-
fiti clean up program. 

“He wanted to maintain 
Pelham Bay as a viable com-
munity,” said Vacca, who 
along with NYPD Assistant 
Chief Edward Delatorre, eu-
logized Curcio on Tuesday, 
Dec. 18. 

Curcio is also survived 
by his brother John and 
nephews Michael, John, and 
Louis Curcio.  

his privacy rights.
 “I can assure you,” 

Gonzalez told The Bronx 
Times, “at the end of the 
day,  the Bronx Puerto Ri-
can Day Parade documents 
can prove the parade hasn’t 
done anything wrong.” 

The motion to remove 
Gonzalez stretches back 
over a decade, with the lat-
est attempt last in May after 
Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. axed fifteen CB9 
members, including long-
time chairman Al Heyward, 
with Diaz failing to re-ap-
point them.

Miranda charged that 
Diaz told newly appointed 
members that he wanted 
them to dump Gonzalez.  

“Diaz Jr. said they were 
bringing in new members 

because they feel the need 
to remove Gonzalez,” said 
Miranda, adding that Tom 
Lucania, the BP’s director 
of community boards, and 
General Counsel Al Rodri-
guez were on hand at the 
Borough Hall meeting.  

Gonzalez has had bad 
blood with Diaz Jr. and his 
senator father Ruben Sr. for 

years, according to former 
CB9 member Ken Padilla. 

Padilla was chosen for 
the board in 2002 and claims 
Diaz Sr., then Councilman 
for the 18th district, picked 
him with the stated goal of 
staging a coup against Gon-
zalez.

 That never came to 
light.

Padilla soon changed 
sides, saying he became 
convinced Gonzalez was 
an effective leader, and the 
animosity against him was 
simply “personal and politi-
cal.”  

Gonzalez’s fate mirrors 
former Community Board 7 
district manager Fernando 
Tirado, who survived an 
ouster attempt at a Septem-
ber general board meeting.  
He later resigned to take a 

job at a Long Island charity.
 Felicia Contreras, an-

other pro-Gonzalez member, 
said she expects another at-
tempt at removing Gonza-

lez at the next CB9 general 
board meeting Jan.17.  

“I’m sure it’s not over, 
but this is causing the board 
to be divided,” she said. 

“We’re losing sight of what 
we’re really here for.” 

Reach reporter Da-
vid Cruz at 718-742-3383 or 
dcruz@cnglocal.com.  

From page 1

Community Board 9 district manager Gonzalez escapes ax

FRANCISCO GONZALEZ

New chairman for CB 11 chosen
From page 1

Candidates gather after vote for new chairman of local Community Board 11. (l-r) Al D’Angelo, Irene 
Rukaj, winner Anthony Vitaliano, and Joe McManus. 

Photo by Bob Kappstatter

call for the board to limit 
the chair’s position to two 
four-year terms.

Vitaliano spent 40 years 
with NYPD, last serving as 
commander of the Bronx 
homicide and then robbery 
units..

McManus, a long time 
board member, is also a 
member of the Enterprise 
Association Steamfitters 
Local 638 for over 40 years, 
and is currently its Bronx 
political representative. He 
is also a Democratic state 
committeeman for the 80th 
Assembly District who ac-
tively campaigned for local 
Assemblywoman Naomi 
Rivera, who lost in the Sep-
tember primary to Mark 
Gjonaj.

Although, under City 
Charter rules, McManus’ 
political position wouldn’t 
bar him from chairing the 
board, nominee D’Angelo 
expressed reservations, as 

did some other board mem-
bers.

Borough President Ru-
ben Diaz Jr. and Council-
man Jimmy Vacca came 
under some fire for actively 
campaigning for McManus. 
Though legal, some com-
plained it raised a potential 
conflict of interest since 
many developers who con-
tribute heavily to electeds’ 
campaigns must also come 
before local community 
boards to win approval for 
their projects.

City Council members 
nominate board members 
for two-year terms, and 
borough presidents appoint 
them to the boards - and 
can choose not to re-appoint 
them, as Diaz recently did 
with 13 members of Commu-
nity Board 9 in Soundview, 
where he has been wran-
gling with the district man-
ager there.  

The Board 11  vote was 
to fill the seat of longtime 

chair Dom Castore, who died 
in November after a lengthy 
battle with illness that left 
the board without a chair 
for two years. Vitaliano had 
filled in as acting chairman 
of the board, which covers 
Morris Park, Pelham Park-
way, Van Nest, Eastchester 
and Allerton. 

Under board proce-
dures, each candidate spoke 
for three minutes, highlight-
ing their strengths, followed 
by a question-and-answer 
segment, with nominees 
given one-minute response 
times to member questions.

Each candidate was 
also asked one question by 
each member of the board 
and were given one minute 
response times. 

Questions varied 
from how each nominee 
thought they would be able 
to improve education in the 
district to how they will 
manage the chaos that can 
sometime consume board 

meetings.
Although nominees 

differed opinions on a num-
ber of issues, they all agreed 
they want to see an end to 
the chaos that has often 

marked fractious meetings 
at the 48-member board. 

Board chairpersons, 
an unpaid position, work 
as liaisons between board 
members and the district 

manager, who executes any 
motions the board passes.

They are also the eyes 
and ears of the neighbor-
hood for quality of life is-
sues.
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TIPS:
Compare Prices

Come To LJI

1) Shop Around - Get The Best Offer

     For Your Gold, Silver and Diamonds

2) Then Come To LJI and Compare

     We Always Pay Higher... A Lot High-

BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
It was a chilly holiday 

for parents and students 
at eight Bronx parochial 
schools, with the clock tick-
ing on them to come up 
with financial plans to save 
themselves.

With a January 3 dead-
line looming to come up 
with a financial plan to 
raise nearly $1 million over 
the next three years, parents 
at one school have recruited 
Senator Gustavo Rivera to 
help join their plight. 

He and about a dozen 
parents  rallied outside of 
Our Lady of Mercy in Ford-
ham on Wednesday, Dec. 19. 

The senator wrote a 
letter to the Archdiocese 
of New York requesting it 
show some Christian char-
ity and give the school more 
time to come up with a plan 
to raise the money it needs 
to stay open.

But Rivera said the 
diocese denied his request 
for a deadline extension. It 
doesn’t mean the school and 
parents will give up. 

“This is not the only 
school in my district that is 
in danger of closing – I have 
four in my district,” he said. 
“It is extremely disconcert-
ing when you have a school 
that serves an overwhelm-
ing Latino and African-
American community and 

that is certainly in serious 
need in this area.”

The other Bronx pa-
rochial schools at-risk for 
closure are:  Holy Spirit el-
ementary school in Morris 
Heights, Our Lady of Angels 
school in Kingsbridge, St. 
Jerome school in Mott Ha-
ven, St. Anthony’s School 
in Wakefield, St. Mary’s 
Elementary School in Wil-
liamsbridge, St. Mary Star 
of the Sea school on City Is-
land and Blessed Sacrament 
in Soundview, the alma mat-
er of U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor. 

The schools were noti-
fied of their impending clo-
sures by the diocese in No-
vember. Diocesean officials 
said the next step will be to 
have pastors and principals 
of the at-risk elementary 
schools meet with the local 
board or committee to dis-
cuss the factors that led the 
schools being selected and 
the next steps to be taken.

Parents from the at-
risk schools have been 
struggling to come up with 
ideas, including setting up 
fundraisers, emergency Pay 
Pal accounts and holding 
rallies, to help raise funds 
and draw attention to their 
struggle. 

Soraya Alvarez said her 
daughter graduated from 
Our Lady of Mercy in 2000, 

and  went on to graduate 
college and receive her mas-
ters. Now she is desperate to 
keep the school open for her 
grandson, now in first grade 
there. 

“It makes me really sad 
to know that it will be clos-
ing,” she said. “What can we 
do? It’s almost like we are 
being set up for failure.”

Jose Cornelio, who 
has two sons attending 
the school, said he thinks 
so highly of the school he 
drives his sons there from 
Yonkers. 

“I am a product of the 
Catholic school myself,” 
Cornelio said. “It’s not right 
what they are doing. These 
children are in need of a 
good education.”

One of Elma Defreitas’ 
daughters graduated from 
Our Lady of Mercy, and an-
other is now in third grade 
there. 

“It’s a tradition in our 
family to go here,” she said. 
“When other parents in 
the neighborhood ask me 
where to send their kids, I 
tell them here. The people 
that work here are like fam-
ily. I don’t want to send my 
daughter to public school, I 
purposefully chose not to. If 
the school winds up closing 
I will send my daughter to 
the Carribean to finish her 
education.”

Jan. 3 deadline to save 
Bronx Catholic schools

Parents of students at Our Lady of Mercy rally outside of the school alongside of Senator Gustavo 
Rivera (far right), calling on the Archdiocese of New York to extend the January 2013 deadline given to 
the school to come up with about $1 million in order to keep the school operating. 

Photo by Kirsten Sanchez
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  6 49th Precinct reaches out to neighbors

Students and drive organizers proudly stand in front of the food collected at P.S. 83 for the 49th Precinct’s annual food 
drive on Friday, Dec. 21. 

Photo by Patrick Rocchio

BY PATRICK ROCCHIO
Once again at the holidays 

communities in the 49th Precinct 
stepped up to help neighbors in 
need. 

The  precinct and its com-
munity council wound down its 
annual food drive on Friday, Dec. 
21 with a large pickup at P.S. 83 in 
Morris Park. 

Schools and community 
groups participating also includ-
ed P.S./M.S. 498, P.S. 121, P.S. 108, 
Cub Scout Troop 162, the 49th Pre-
cinct Explorers, said community 
council president Joe Thompson. 

About 17,000 pounds of food 
were collected this year, up from 
about 2,000 pounds from last year, 
he said. 

The spirit of giving that was 
brought about by Superstorm 
Sandy in the past weeks seemed 
to contribute to the drive, he said, 
as people saw other people in need 
and wanted to help. 

“People were in the habit of 
giving because of everything that 
happened,” said Thompson.  

The canned and non-perish-
able food collected will benefit the 
Bronx Jewish Community Coun-

cil, a local pantry in Community 
Board 11, as well as a food pantry 
at St. Lucy’s Church, he said.

Local businesses also donat-
ed turkeys to be raffled off at se-
nior centers throughout the com-
munity. 

Precinct Captain Andy John-
son was on hand Dec. 21 to thank 
the pupils in PS 83’s Community 
Service Club. 

“The Four-Nine precinct 
feels that we are part of the com-
munity, so we do all we can,” said 
Johnson. “Joe [Thompson] is one 
of the main reasons. He is always 
there to help others, even before 
he helps himself.” 

PS 83 Assistant Principal 
Brandon Muccino said the school’s 
Community Service Club was in-
strumental in the drive by visit-
ing each homeroom to collect food 
from boxes. The club also helped 
run a relief effort for victims of Su-
perstorm Sandy this school year, 
and is participating in Penny Har-
vest, he said. 

Teaching Assistant and club 
moderator Connie Calabrese said 
that the winning homerooms 
were a fourth grade class that col-

lected 175 food items, a fifth grade 
class that collected 165 items, and 
sixth grade class that collected 160 
items.  

They will be given pizza par-

ties, she said. Some students also 
received an incentive that allowed 
them to get out of doing homework 
for one night if they brought in a 
certain amount of items.

“The children like to help 
others - it makes them feel good,” 
she said, adding that the children 
learned about giving and the value 
of teamwork. 

 

Assemblyman Michael 
Benedetto is ringing in 2013 
by bringing back his popu-
lar coffee and cake meeting 
with his constituents on New 
Year’s Day. 

Benedetto will be at 
Scott Place Cafe at 3604 East 
Tremont Avenue on Tuesday, 
January 1 from 9 a.m. until 
noon. 

The assemblyman, from 
the 82nd District, will be 
chatting with everyone and 
anyone who stops by the cafe 
that has an issue they want to 
discuss, they can just stop by 
and say hello.

“I’m inviting my constit-

uents to come and have some 
coffee, have a danish. Let’s 
break bread and start the 
new year off in a nice, easy, 
casual way,” Benedetto said. 
“Let’s say hello to each other 
and wish each other a Happy 
New Year.”

Benedetto expects 
school-related issues to top 
the morning agenda.

“Education is on the 
minds of a lot of people, be-
cause next to safe and clean 
community, people are very 
concerned about the schools 
in their community,” Bene-
detto said. “And it’s one of the 
things that binds a communi-

ty together. But we’ll certain-
ly talk about anything people 
want to bring up. We’re in 
tough economic times.”

Benedetto’s offices are 
located above the coffee shop.

“It’s a wonderful loca-
tion,” he said. “I figure why 
not bring people to this won-
derful spot, which is almost 
perfect for what I have envi-
sioned as a nice, casual morn-
ing social event.”

And for anyone who 
plans to spend New Year’s 
Eve celebrating, the event 
will run until noon, permit-
ting everyone a few extra 
hours of sleep. 

Benedetto’s open house

LIZ VACCA AND FRIENDS AT
SCOTT PLACE CAFE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 4 P.M.
3604 E. TREMONT AVENUE

CALL (718) 684-2326 FOR INFORMATION
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BOROBEAT by Bob

“KAPPY”
Kappstatter

Borough President Ruben 
Diaz Jr. took two political torpe-
dos last week - both in one night.

Soundview/Parkchester 
Community Board 9 district 
manager Francisco Gonzalez 
dodged a board vote to dump him 
by only two votes, despite Ruben’s 
behind-the-scenes maneuvering.

Then Community Board 
11 in Morris Park/Allerton voted 
down Ruben and Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca’s candidate for new 
board chairman.

Soundview shakeup
Board 9’s Francisco G. man-

aged to keep his job - for now - af-
ter a preliminary vote on a motion 
to hold a dismissal vote resulted 
in 15 votes to remove, ten against 
and seven abstentions.

Ruben dumped - er -  failed 
to reappoint 15 members - almost 
half the board - last August when 
their two-year terms expired, re-
portedly hoping his new appoin-
tees would back his push to dump 
Francisco after almost 20 years 
there as district manager.

On one side of the issue, the 
annual Bronx Puerto Rican Day Pa-
rade run by Gonzalez failed to pay 
some state taxes for a few years 
(“We working that out,” sayeth Fran-
cisco) and parade work was done 
from the board office, allegedly on 
city time (“That was a volunteer.”). 
On the flip side, Frankie has man-
aged to keep the board fairly inde-
pendent of the politically powerful 
Diaz family - BP son Ruben Jr. and 
state Senate dad Ruben Sr.

Political deal
Meanwhile, over in Morris 

Park, we’re told Ruben’s candi-
date for chairman, local Demo-
cratic state committeeman Joe 
McManus, pretty much didn’t 
stand a chance, despite all the 
behind-the-scenes politickin’ by 
Jimmy,  and by the BP, who per-
sonally phoned a number of board 
members to make his feelings 
known.

The odds were stacked af-
ter candidate Al D’Angelo of the 
Morris Park Community Associa-
tion pledged to throw his support-

ers’ votes to vice chair – and ulti-
mate winner – Tony Vitaliano if it 
wound up in a runoff with Joe.

We hear Vitaliano, acting 
chair for two years during the 
lengthy illness of the late Dom Ca-
store, was ready to reciprocate.

Another winner
Assemblyman-elect Mark 

Gjonaj was also a winner in the 
board vote.

We hear McManus, who 
vigorously campaigned for incum-
bent Naomi Rivera might now be 
facing a Gjonaj-backed challenger 
for his state committeeman’s job. 
Mark will certainly be backing 
early supporter Diane Cerino for 
her old state committeewoman’s 
job, after she lost it to a McManus-
backed challenger from their mu-
tual Liberty Dem club.

Gjonaj has been keeping his 
distance from the Liberty Dems, 
and with that mob scene of sup-
porters at his holiday party at the 
Lighthouse on City Island last 
Friday night, could easily form his 
own political clubhouse. 

PRAY FOR US
We got a number of calls 

from chuckling political types on 
Wednesday after State Senator 
Ruben Diaz Sr. had us and Jim 
Odato from the Albany Times-
Union in the No. 2 slot on The 
Rev’s Top Ten Wishes for 2013 
newsletter, wishing we’d “learn 
how to be impartial and objective 
journalists.”

Speaking of objective, we 
ran an item last week with the 
senator telling us he got a phone 
call from an unnamed person of-
fering him chairmanship of the ag-
ing committee - and flat out turned 
it down.

That came as a surprise 
after we checked with both GOP 
leader Dean Skelos and Indepen-
dent Dem Conference leader Jeff 
Klein’s now ruling coalition.

But The Rev insists he’s not 
getting delusional.

“Someone called and asked 
me what my reaction would be if 
I were offered it,” he told us. “I’m 
not lying.”

ALBANY FOLLIES
Now that Senate Dems 

have replaced Brooklyn’s John 
Sampson with Yonker’s An-
drea Stewart-Cousins as con-
ference leader, folks are won-
dering if it’ll shake breakaway 
Bronx Senator Klein and his 
five-member IDC’s tree. Don’t 
count on it.

Jeff initially left the Dem 
Conference because of Sampson, 
whom he openly can’t stand. He 
most recently snatched the Dem’s 
newly won close majority away by 
forming a coalition majority with 
GOP conference leader Dean 
Skelos.

West Bronx Senator Gusta-
vo Rivera, who served as Stew-
art-Cousins’ chief of staff in 2007, 
told us he’s hopeful “she’ll be able 
to bring folks together...and some-
one that Gov. Cuomo can talk to 
now.”

Meanwhile, both Diaz and 
northeast Bronx/Mt. Vernon Sen-
ator Ruth Hassell-Thompson 
wound up losers in the Dem con-

ference shakeup, as two of only 
six members who voted to keep 
Sampson.

Ruth had hoped for awhile in 
all the Albany tsuris to be a com-
promise candidate for the leader-
ship post.

COP CORNER
Up the ladder: Christmas 

promotions last week, with 41st 
Precinct C.O. Philip Rivera and 
5-0 Precinct C.O. Kevin Burke 
upped to deputy inspectors. Earn-
ing Detective Second Grade: 
Craig Crisfield at the 4-7 squad, 
Daryl Sims at Bronx Special Vic-
tims and Diana Spangenberg at 
Bronx Narcotics.

Retirement drain: With 
a slew of boro detectives retir-
ing, some welcome relief with 15 
“white shields” upped to detective 
investigators, a step away from 
the prized detective’s gold shield, 
including Bobby Rogers at the 
4-5 Squad in Throggs Neck and 
Danny Kaplan over at Highway 1. 
Congrats!

www.NYParenting.com
Where every family matters and where 

New York parents fi nd help, info and support.

Great Articles 
A Happening Calendar
Informative Directories 

Ticket Give-A-Ways: 
Everyone’s a winner.  
Log-in, enter & fi nd out.

SCAN 
HERE

NYParenting Media/CNG

THE PROCESS 
IS QUICK, 

EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

www.divorcefast.com

OBTAIN A

FAST DIVORCE
in as little as

24 HOURS
Serving

 the 
community 
for over 
50 years

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!!
Visit us online or 
CALL NOW!

978-443-8387

Shop In Our 
Classified 

Pages 
and Save 

Money
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Bronx Underground hosted a Winter Wonderland Prom Dance Party 
at First Lutheran Church of Throggs Neck at 3075 Baisley Avenue on 
Friday, Dec. 14. The party included young people enjoying a glitter 
make up station, prom king and queen, photo booth and vendors 
and snacks. The first 50 people were treated to VIP gift bags with 
treats, glowsticks, and other surprises.  

     (Above) Alina Robles, Kaitlin Brennan, Maeni Robles, and Caitlin 
Aulet enjoy the party on the dance floor. 

     (left) Dancing to the music are (l-r) Francisco Gonzalez, Morelis 
Salgado, and Manny Ortiz.

Photos by Silvio Pacifico

Union Community Health Center, along with charitable organization, Al’s Angels, held its annual holiday 
party and gift giveaway for its pediatric patients on Tuesday, December 18. For the fourth year, Al’s 
Angels will provide hundreds of toys to Union Community Health Center’s children. Al’s Angels founder, 
Al DiGuido dressed as Santa Claus to distribute the donated toys.
     (Above) Union Community Health Center employees unload “Santa’s sleigh” and prepare to distribute 
toys to pediatric patients.

Photo by Alexander Belisle

The Theodore Korony American Legion Post #253 spent Sunday, Dec. 9 at the VA nursing home in 
Kingsbridge.  They celebrated the holidays with the veterans in the hospital by serving a gourmet 
lunch including chicken francese and baked ziti with meat balls. Coffee and dessert were also served, 
and Santa was there to bring cheer to all.  The auxiliary and junior members from the Daisy’s Troop 
#1074 sent holiday cards to thank our veterans for their service and to wish them season’s greetings. 

Winter Wonderland Prom Dance Party at Bronx Underground

Al’s Angels Holiday Party and Gift Giveaway

American Legion Post #253 Visits VA
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New York Knicks guard Ronnie Brewer Jr. helped 
run a basketball clinic for children at Kips Bay 
Boys & Girls Club’s Randall Avenue clubhouse 
in Soundview on Saturday, Dec. 22. As part of 
the event, Brewer helped took questions and 
answers from the kids. It was also announced 
that Brewer would be the Boys & Girls Club 
fitness ambassador for the tri-state area. 
   (Above) New York Knicks guard Ronnie Brewer 
Jr. (r) with the children of the Kips Bay Boys & 
Girls Club at 1930 Randall Avenue.
    (Right) Young Tyler Thomason (c) is seen here 
at the basketball clinic with New York Knicks 
guard Ronnie Brewer Jr. (r) and coach Jared 
Thornton. Photos by Patricio Robayo

Westchester Square Zerega Improvement Organization held a kids arts and crafts session for the 
holiday at Westchester Square Library Branch on Saturday, December 22. Children and parents were 
invited to craft holiday ornaments to decorate their Christmas trees. 
   Pictured are members of the Westchester Square Zerega Improvement Organization, Westchester 
Square Branch Library kids, Kenneth Kearns and Santa Claus.

Photo by Laura Stone

The Bronx Chamber of Commerce brought the spirit of Christmas to about 100 homeless families 
from HELP USA on Friday, December 21 at the Hutchinson Metro Center. The children and families were 
provided with a dinner donated from F&J Pine Tavern, given holiday toys, and were entertained by The 
New York Yankees’ mascot. 
   (Above) Bronx Chamber of Commerce president and CEO Lenny Caro (right) helps New York Yankee 
Mascot (center) give John Veras (left) a holiday gift.

Photo by Josiane Bauke

The Westchester Square Civic Association held a thank you party for those who volunteered to help victims of 
Superstorm Sandy on Thursday, Dec. 20. The civic association, under the leadership of Lou Rocco, collected 
supplies after the storm to benefit those who had been displaced. Enjoying a well-deserved thank you are 
Sandy volunteers (l-r) Michael Ortiz, Eduardo Oritz, Jason Ahinful, and Joseph Ahinful. 

 Bronx Chamber brings gifts to homeless

Superstorm Sandy volunteers get thanks

Kids  arts and crafts session for the holidays

NY Knicks Brewer
helps out at Kips Bay

basketball clinic
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Santa visits newly
established Westchester

Square Business
Improvement District

Merchants

John Bonizio of Metro Optics, 
chairman of the Westchester Square BID. 

to Westchester Square BID
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Saddi Dukuray of Atlantic Maintenance Will Toure of A.M.F. Sow Fashions

Greg Perry, and staff of Crown Trophy Bobby Corbett of Key Food

Santa with Maritza Castro of ABC Super Store
(L-r) Chris Gillard, Santiago Toscano 
and Matthew Ortiz of Verizon Store
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BY KIRSTEN SANCHEZ 
One of the oldest hous-

ing cooperatives in the 
Bronx is celebrating its 85th 
anniversary this year. 

Amalgamated Housing 
Cooperative, originally the 
Amalgamated Cooperative 
Apartment House when first 
opened in 1927 just south 
of Van Cortlandt Park, is a 
limited-equity cooperative 
apartment complex.

The complex was origi-
nally organized by the Amal-
gamated Clothing Workers of 
America, headed by Signey 
Hillman, as affordable hous-
ing for the working class. 

It was the first coopera-
tive housing complex in the 
United States founded under 
the limited equity rules.

Amalgamated Housing 
had grown from the origi-
nal 300 families to over 1400 
families by 2007. The newest 
buildings were completed in 
1971.

On Dec. 22 and 23, mem-
bers of the cooperative cel-
ebrated its anniversary by 
premiering a 12-minute film 
about the coops titled “An 
uplifting portrayal of Amal-
gamated Housing from yes-
terday to today,” about how 
the complex has changed 
since it was first built.

The film was produced 
by Gary Axlebank, host of 
cable-TV’s Bronx Talk, with 
help from Ira Merritt, Erin 
Olshan, and Doris Spencer. 

“The idea was to illus-
trate this remarkable hous-
ing development and explain 
a little why it survived, how 
it survived and why it is still 
one of the most wonderful 
places in NYC to live,” said 
Axlebank, the fourth gener-
ation of his family to live in 
the development. “The idea 
came from Ira, Erin and Do-
ris just to commemorate the 
anniversary of the nation’s 
oldest coopertive.”

Long-time Amalgam-
ated resident  and photog-
rapher Merritt, also helped 
to depict the story of the 
housing complex through 
pictures of its residents. The 
portraits were also put on 
display during the anniver-
say celebration.

“Documenting the 

Amalgamated community 
through the faces of its 
residents was to look at the 
makeup of what was once 
a predominately Jewish 
neighborhood into what it is 
today, which is a melting pot: 
a mixed ethnic group,” Mer-
ritt said. “As the neighbor-
hood population transitions, 
the underlying nature and 
structure of this cooperative 

set up by the early pioneers 
85 years ago, has remained 
the same.

“I was able to make over 
60 portraits and my plan was 
to pair individuals with in-
dividuals of different ethnic 
or cultural backgrounds.  
During the portrait taking 
process I also photographed 
couples and small family 
groupings.”

  Merritt said he wanted 
to concentrate on the people 
rather than the surround-
ings, which would have 
added another element and 
would have taken away from 
the focus on the individual. 

“When pairing indi-
viduals I looked for similari-
ties in physical attributes, 
clothing, or from the pose 
itself,” Merritt said. “ I was 

able to make 23 diptychs (46 
portraits). I also made 8 in-
dividual portraits that I felt 
were needed to break up the 
diptych pattern. These im-
ages were chosen to stand 
alone because they were im-
portant in telling the story of 
the community and because 
there was no image to com-
plement them.”

Axlebank said it was 

relatively easy to capture the 
esssence of the co-op. 

“When you attend any 
one of the amalagamated 
events, it’s plainly evident 
what the qualities are of 
Amalgamated that has led 
to the longevity of devel-
opment,” Axlebank said. 
“It has all the foundation 
within its people, which 
has made it last.”

A special 85th anniversary
celebration for Amalgamated Houses

Amalgamated Cooperative Housing during the 1930’s. These buildings are no longer there, they were taken down in favor of two large towers that now have taken their place.

Photo courtesy of Gary Axelbank
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Bernie Olshan

Johanna Rodriguez

Lillin Pomerantz

 Yasuko Nagasaw

 Frederick Hammond

Evan Robinson

Ruth Rosenzweig

 Irene Diaz

Long-time Amalgamated resident and photographer Ira Merritt helped depict the 
story of the housing complex – which he calls a melting pot - through portraits of its 
residents, pairing individuals of different ethnic or cultural backgrounds.
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Morris Park Dental Associates
718-DR-SMILE

960 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx NY 10462 (10 Blocks from Einstein College)
718-377-6453 • www.morrisparkdental.com

EASY PAYMENT • Insurance accepted toward payment (No Medicaid)
• Claims analyst on premises to assist w/Insurance forms

Most procedures can be 
performed while you relax in a 

soothing twilight sleep

WE ACCEPT NO-FAULT & WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIMS
BE SURE TO READ HIS COLUMN “THE DENTAL DIARY” IN THIS PAPER

CHECK-UP,
X-RAYS & 
CLEANING

$149
For exisisting non-
insurance patients

FOR
JUST

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

SPECIAL
INVISALIGN
BRACES

$1000 OFF
EXPIRES 12/31/12 - MUST HAVE COUPON

EXPIRES 08/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON

ADVANCED WHITENING
ZOOM!
$399

Which includes Take-Home Trays
EXPIRES 12/31/11 - MUST HAVE COUPON


